A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Three - Daniel 2:14-23

Father, our hearts rejoice with the privilege of studying Your
Word. We pray that Your Word will really come alive. Lord,
that we won’t be comfortable but, convicted by Your Spirit,
that things need to change in our lives, not next week but
right now. Lord, we realize we're living in difficult and
dangerous days. Our time here is brief and we pray we will be
very serious about our responsibility to be the kind of men and
women that You can use and that You can work in our lives.
So, wherever the study finds us, we pray that Your Holy Spirit
will implement into our lives the things we need to know. In
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Well, Nebuchadnezzar is madder than a rained-on rooster. We
went from the sublime to the ridiculous in two episodes. We're
tracing God’s sovereign purpose in all this.

In 605 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar came in, took some hostages plus
some articles from the temple, and took them back to Babylon
and enrolled these choice young men in an intense three-year

course.



At the end of episode number one, Nebuchadnezzar commends
them greatly for all of the things they represent and how well
they responded to the language and literature course that
they had been taking. The last study was somewhat disjointed
but we know that it followed it and that God had a purpose for
what we studied.

Nebuchadnezzar, who 1s the Saddam Hussien in the flesh. It
was Saddam’s desire to be that representation into our
generation, the Nebuchadnezzar of our day.

Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that troubled him so badly. He
called all the crew, the Babylon elite, all of the astrologers,
magicians and the whole crew. And set two conditions:

1. Tell me what the dream was and
2. Tell me what 1t means.

Remember those guys went up in smoke. They said to the
king—we have never had a king ask us in all these years.
We've always had the king tell us what the dream i1s and we
would come up with a conjured interpretation.

He was trying to reveal how phony and silly they were in this
and he accomplished it. He told them, “If you don’t tell me it is
going to be chop, chop, boom, boom. You are going to be
chopped to pieces and your house is going to become a garbage
dump.”



It scared these guys and the rest of the interview went from
bad to worse. The bottom line was, when we got to verses 12
and 13, the curtain dropped at chapter 2. This made the king
so angry and furious and he ordered the execution of all the
wise men of Babylon.

So the decree was 1ssued to put the wise men to death. Men
were sent to look for Daniel and his friends to put them to

death.

Now Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego had just taken
the course. They were bottom guys on the totem pole and so
they were not invited to this meeting for the interpretation of
the dream. They are not aware of all this stuff that was going
on. But now they are going to find out because Mr. Military
Man, Arioch the executioner, is standing at their door. That is
where the study opens.

That’s going to be hard to relate the sovereignly God to, isn’t
1t? Probably not any harder than what we are going through
right now to try and explain that God i1s working out
something pretty fantastic in our life even though we don’t
like 1it. We will realize that the God who loves us uses
everything in our life to accomplish purposes.

With all that 1s happening, if we want God’s purpose in a
capsule, we are getting ready for God to come on the scene and
solve the whole thing. We will see that in our next study. So
we don’t have any right to an opinion until all the facts are in,
right?



Just because we are having a tough time does not mean God is
mad at us. He has some ultimate purpose and He 1s going to
get glory and honor in all of it so just hang on.

From a human perspective, as the scene of the study opens, it
1s hopeless. It 1s really very scary.

They can’t violate an edict of the king. It 1s not going to
change. Nebuchadnezzar did not realize when he lost it in his
anger that it was going to have such far reaching effects on
these four young guys that he had commended so greatly
when they finished their course. He was impressed with them:
It’s going to be hard for these guys to have his commendation
one moment and the execution pending the next. That is going
from as high as you can go to as low as you can go.

Romans 15:13

Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit.

God gives us hope and that is the joy that brings us into each
day that He 1s orchestrating it all. If we have some tough stuff
we're processing, don’t think that God has turned His back on
us. Don’t think He 1s mad and don’t think He doesn’t care, he

really does. He has not changed.



If the landscape and the circumstances in our life have
changed and it is making us hurt, don’t let what i1s happening
affect that relationship with Him. He loves us so much that if
He walked in the door He would want to put His arms around
us. He wouldn’t talk about our past. He would just let us know
He adores us, loves us, and cares for us.

Okay, ready to get into the text?

v. 14 When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard,
had gone out to put to death the wise men of
Babylon, Daniel spoke to him with wisdom and tact.

“When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, had gone
out to put to death the wise men of Babylon, Daniel spoke to
him with wisdom and tact.”

By the way Daniel responds lets us know he’s for real. We can
always tell the quality of a person by how they respond in a
critical crisis.

When the executioner shows up at the door and says, “We are
having a public execution and we’re planning on you being
there, your life 1s done.” That is the news. How are we going te
handle that? What’s different between Daniel and us anyway?
We're all terminal, it’s just that he is a little closer than ours
and he knows it 1s happening.

So are we going to lose it when we are on our deathbed and we
could be the greatest witness to the whole world about where
5



we are going and what we are looking forward to? The
excitement of finally being home with the Lord. Or are we
going to get resentful and bitter, cranky and selfish? We just
don’t want anybody to see us because we're mad and upset
with God and everybody else?

A lot of Christians die that way. It is the saddest thing in the
world.

Daniel responds with two things. What are they? Wisdom and
tact.

We have outlined these verses with three points:

1. First of all, we’re going to look at the problem. The
problems in verses 14-16.

2. Then we're going to see the prayer in verses 17 and 18.
It’s going to be beautiful.

3. We will see the praise in verses 19 to 23.

As we track down through the verses now, we can see first of
all the problem, then the prayer and then the praise.

What about this business of having a date with the
executioner and being able to control his emotions and talk
and address Arioch with wisdom and tact?

Isaiah 32:17:




The fruit of righteousness will be peace; the effect of
righteousness will be quietness and confidence forever.

If we just keep hold of God’s sovereign control of all the
circumstances, both the things that blind side us and the good
things, and rejoice in that, we will be okay.

Isaiah 26:3

You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast,
because he trusts in you.

God 1s 1n control of all this. The wisdom we are talking about
1S:

James 3:17

But the wisdom from above i1s first pure, then peaceable,
gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering,
without hypocrisy.

These four guys really earn what they are going to get here
because this is a miracle. First of all, Daniel 1s going to be able
to have a conversation with a military man who 1s on an
expedition to take his life.

Arioch has probably been impressed with these four guys.
Nebuchadnezzar is because he commended them after their
course.



There is something about these guys that is different. It is
really amazing that when we come into a crisis how our past
1s going to affect how people are going to respond around us.
They can’t explain the response to these guys other than it is a
“God Thing”. They have earned the right because of the way
they have conducted themselves with patience and self-
control.

Wisdom and tact, just remember when we are most eager to
act 1s when we make the most pitiful mistakes. Calm down.
Force ourselves into the closet until the pulse and the scare
ceases to disturb and we’re back to normal. Then see God’s
face and then we are prepared to meet the day.

Isaiah 30:15

This 1s what the Sovereign Lord, the Holy One of Israel says:
“In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and
trust i1s your strength, but you would have none of it.

Wiersbe says about this first verse:

When Arioch came to get Daniel and his friends, they were
shocked to hear about the king’s edict. As new “graduates”
among the royal counselors, they hadn’t been invited to the
special session about the dream. Daniel spoke to Arioch “with
wisdom and tact” . .. just as he had spoken to Ashpenaz and
Melzar (1:9-14 . . . ), and the chief executioner explained how
serious the matter was. By doing this and delaying his
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obedience, Arioch was risking his own life, but the officers in
the palace had learned that the four Jewish men were
trustworthy. Their gracious actions and words during their
three years of training were now helping to save their lives.
(source unknown)

When Arioch shows up it is a big shock in this situation.

Colossians 4:5, 6

Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making
the most of the opportunity. Let your speech always be with
grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know
how you should respond to each person.

Daniel 1s wise as a serpent and harmless as a dove. He is
being very, very gentle.

Max Lucado says this so beautifully:

(When God Whispers Your Name by Max Lucado)

Nothing 1s won by force. I choose to be gentle. If I raise my
voice may it be only in praise. If I clench my fist, may it be
only in prayer. If I make a demand, may it be only of myself.
p. 141

The minute Christ comes into our life, He 1s in the process of
changing us. And as we change and as the Spirit of God begins
to make us more like Christ it’s Dawvid.
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Psalm 18:35 (KJV)

... thy gentleness hath made me great.

David is a crusty old military guy but God’s Spirit has worked
in his life to soften and change him and make him into a
different person.

The challenge for each of us is to allow the Holy Spirit to
produce in us the Fruitage of the Spirit which i1s Love, Joy,
Peace, Long-Suffering, Gentleness, Faith, Meekness,
Temperance. It’s these beautiful things. It’s those changes
that will secure our marriage. It’s those changes that will
secure our relationship with our children. It’s those changes
that will give us success in our professional career.

Start targeting the stuff in our life that needs to change and
cooperate with the Holy Spirit to produce that and ask Him to
do so. That would be amazing!

If God 1s really speaking to us about some stuff that is
ingrained in our personality and we're excusing it, shame on
us. We are quenching the Holy Spirit. He doesn’t like it any
more than the people who are having to be the recipients of
the way we act. That’s tough, isn’t it?

Our life should be so deeply enriched by the changes that are
being wrought by the Holy Spirit because we are cooperating
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fully with whatever He wants us to do and we’re doing it on a
daily basis.

Daniel is beautiful. We are going to find him praying so many
times 1n this book, we will understand where it all comes
from. By being still before God and not making excuses and
not defending himself, God is doing a beautiful work.

And Psalm 18:35: “. . . thy gentleness has made me great” is
something He would probably say often. You ready?

v. 15 He asked the king’s officer, “Why did the king
issue such a harsh decree?” Arioch then explained
the matter to Daniel.

“He asked the king’s officer, ‘Why did the king issue such a
harsh decree?” Arioch then explained the matter to Daniel.”
A military man sent out on a mission to a man that is getting
ready to be axed and explain to him why. All of that comes

because of the wisdom and the tact. It’s the way he handled
Arioch.

Arioch saw him at school during these last three years and
realized he was really a nice guy. Because of that, there was
already an openness and Arioch grieved like crazy to knock on
the door and tell Daniel what was going to happen.

Daniel is pretty courageous too. He 1s calling Nebuchadnezzar
harsh. Saying that to the one who has your life in his hands is
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saying something really bad. It was true and Arioch agreed
with him.

We can hear Arioch say, “Sure, sit down for a minute.” So they
sat down together. Arioch says, “I'm embarrassed to tell you
this but Nebuchadnezzar lost it over a dream that he had. Thé
wise men couldn’t interpret it and he got really ticked and he
told them that everybody’s going to die.”

It’s one of those angry moments when in frustration we spill
out the unanimous verdict that everybody is going to die
simply because he’s mad at what someone did.

Corrie Ten Boom made this awesome statement:

“Lord Jesus, thank you that you are willing to work through
us. What a tremendous privilege!”
(source unknown)

God 1s working through Daniel. God is working in Daniel
before He works through Daniel. Get that? God works in us to
make us gentle. And that makes us more like the Spirit of God
wants us to be and then He will work through us in the lives
of others. That is the joy and fulfillment of walking with God.

The result of that 1s John 15:8: “My Father 1s glorified by this,
that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.”

Fruitage comes from that and it delights the heart of God.

12



Arioch then explains the matter to Daniel. There is going to be
incredible results from this.

v. 16 At this, Daniel went in to the king and asked for
time, so that he might interpret the dream for him.

“At this, Daniel went in to the king and asked for time, so that
he might interpret the dream for him.”

Now, there 1s something that has to be going on. Out of the
conversation with Arioch, because he has access to the king,
Arioch probably said, “Okay, we’re going to solve this thing if
you really believe you can tell him the dream and the
interpretation of it. I have to have you say that.”

That 1s going to take an act of faith on Daniel’s part. He
doesn’t know the dream and he has to trust God fully and
completely. He most likely says to Arioch, “My God will never
let me down.”

Arioch goes to Nebuchadnezzar and says, “Before we carry out
the executions, I have to ask you to listen to Daniel.” When
Nebuchadnezzar heard the name Daniel, he remembered the
days of commendation as a result of the three years of study.

When Daniel walked in, he thought, “Oh my gosh, I am killing
some of the choicest young men in all the world.” He has some
feelings of regret. He has cooled off and he has calmed down
and has become sensible in this situation. That is a “God
Thing,” too.
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Now what is Daniel going to do? He 1s going to walk in and
ask for an extension. Remember that is what caused
Nebuchadnezzar to go up in smoke.

Daniel 2:8

The king replied, “I know for certain that you are bargaining
for time, inasmuch as you have seen that the command from
me 1s firm,

The guys are backed against the wall. He’s already said they
are going to die. Now on top of that, “You are stalling and I'm
really getting ticked and you’re trying to buy time.”

Now here comes Daniel walking in. He says to
Nebuchadnezzar, “You must have had a really bad day.”

“Several days ago I became aware of it and my life is in
jeopardy because of what you decided.” Daniel asks
Nebuchadnezzar for some time and says to him that he will
give him the dream and the interpretation. Nebuchadnezzar,
1n response to Daniel’s request, says, “Take as much time as
you need.”

That 1s the wisdom and tact and the way God orchestrates.
There are people with such a quality of life and their stillness
and confidence in God and that is so overwhelming. So the
door opens and Nebuchadnezzar allows him to take the time
he needs.
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Why do they need time? They need time to pray and that is
what is getting ready to happen. They move from the

PROBLEM to the PRAYER. Nebuchadnezzar’s rage has
subsided and now it 1s time to get serious.

Gleason Archer says it the best:

“The stage was now set to show the reality, wisdom, and
power of the one true God—Yahweh—as over against the
inarticulate and impotent imagery gods the magicians
worshiped.”

(source unknown)

The drama 1s unfolding and now we are going to see God at
work. We can just see God behind all of this stuff. It is so
much fun to have Daniel right out there in front. Daniel is
saying, “All he needs to decipher this is a little time and I will
come back and give it to you.” This was a tremendous
statement of faith.

Look at what they pray and how they conduct themselves.
v. 17 Then Daniel returned to his house and explained
the matter to his friends Hananiah, Mishael and

Azariah.

“Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the matter
to his friends Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.”
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He said, “Guys, you won’t believe this but they held a meeting
without us. I know we are low on the totem pole but in the
meeting, they decided our death and guys we're toast if God
doesn’t come through. I'm asking you to please join me in
earnest prayer that God is going to move in this situation.”

Gangel says:
When things are hopeless, pray. When things are darkest,

pray. When you have no idea what to do next, pray.
(source unknown)

Pray, pray, pray, pray.

Psalms 60:11, 12

Give us aid against the enemy, for the help of man
1s worthless. With God we will gain the victory, and he will
trample down our enemaies.

Now what is the difference when Daniel is having his
devotions and laying hold of God with this? After all, he 1s the
dream interpreter in the four of them? Why bring the others
into the prayer circle? Why didn’t he just go and get it done?

God always recognizes the awesome power when brothers and
sisters come together and pray. That is the hope for revival in
our country. That people will really begin to lay hold of God
together.
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Matthew 18:20

For where two or three have gathered together in My name, I
am there in their midst.

These four guys are a holy quartet and they are laying hold of:
God mightily. They are saying to God, “It’s not in horoscopes
or séances, or not in imagery or not in crystal balls. It’s not in
any of these drug-induced cultures or illusions. It isin a
simple enlightenment that comes from You. And Oh God, we
need 1t desperately.”

“I need the Lord,” Daniel would pray, to know the dream and
the interpretation thereof.

v. 18 He urged them to plead for mercy from the God of
heaven concerning this mystery, so that he and his
friends might not be executed with the rest of the
wise men of Babylon.

“He urged them to plead for mercy from the God of heaven
concerning this mystery, so that he and his friends might not
be executed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.”

Is this a selfish prayer? These guys are in a bad spot and they
are asking God to spare their lives. They can see the whole
business of the advantages of them being in the
administration of their enemy, the people who are holding
captive all the Israelites. They can see all of that and they
have had the privileges of going through the course. They
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have had room and board. They have a job with the
government and now this doesn’t fit.

They are laying hold of God to find out what’s next. They are
saying to God, “Is this what You wanted or 1s it possible Lord
that You are getting ready to get maximum glory by revealing
to Nebuchadnezzar an incredible dream that is going to affect
the rest of human history?”

Listen, maybe we are sitting here and God has something so

special He wants to do for us but we haven’t had quality time
with Him discovering that purpose so that it can be fulfilled.

Don’t waste any more time. Discover it and get excited about
fulfilling that mandate or whatever the purpose 1s. Maybe we
are right in the middle of it.

We talk about prayer so loosely. It’s like someone tells us
something and we say, “I'll pray for you.”

God loves us so much that when we take five minutes to pray,
He starts singing, “Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow, I want
to stay with you.”

It hurts Him so much because He knows we are going to leave
Him. That 1s how much He cares about us and He wants to be
good to us. Why are we so hardened toward Him in that
regard, knowing that it delights His heart when we are there?
He doesn’t want to let go of us. He cares that much.
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So realize, in our time of prayer, we are giving Him a gift. A
gift of a heart that is still before Him. And to be sovereignly
directed through a day to accomplish the purposes for that day
and bring such blessing and such joy to us.

Ruth Graham Bell put it this way:

We are told to wait on You. But, Lord, there is no time. My
heart implores upon its knees, “Hurry! . . . please.”
(source unknown)

There are so many illustrations in history, in biblical history,
of God moving mightily in response to pray. There is also

incredible evidence not only of biblical history but in present
history of God doing mighty things in response to people who

pray.

Prayer 1s the mightiest force in the world and what Daniel
and these boys are doing is something we can expect.

Nancy Leigh DeMoss has written two great books: Brokenness
and Surrender. In the one on surrender, she talks about the
fact that she kneels every day to pray. This i1s the kind of
prayer that is going to bring the blessing of God upon our
lives.

(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss)

Bowing the Knee
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For years, I have made it a practice to kneel before the
Lord at least once a day, as a physical expression of my desire
to surrender my will to His will.

To be totally surrendered to God means to bow the knee
before a Sovereign Lord. It means to say Yes to God . . .

« Yes to His choices for your life—even when they don’t
seem comfortable or convenient

« Yes to difficult or painful circumstances that you cannot
understand or change

« Yes to everything that is revealed in His Word
« Yes to His plans, His purposes, and His priorities
« Yes to the human authorities He has placed in your life
« Yes to His disciplines
« Yes to His control over your appetites, your body, your
time, your relationships, your future—everything
pp. 168-9

Jim Cymbala says:

(The Life God Blesses: The Secret of Enjoying God’s Favor by
Jim Cymbala)
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Sylvia came to church and she was so quiet. She had come
from such a difficult background but all she wanted to do was
intercede on the behalf of others. Now she i1s in charge of our
prayer ministry. That i1s bringing people together and having
God do something mighty.

A heart that prays and a church that gives itself to
communion with the Lord is the two great secrets that brings

God’s blessing in untold ways upon the earth.
p. 101

Okay, we have had the PRAYER and now what is going to
happen? We are going to have the PRAISE. Look at the last
four verses.

v. 19 During the night the mystery was revealed to
Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised the God of
heaven

“During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a
vision. Then Daniel praised the God of heaven”

Now that is where Daniel and some of us are different. As
soon as we got the answer we would have hopped up on our
camel and headed straight for Nebuchadnezzar and gave him
the whole deal. Just like one of the lepers and only one of
them would come back and say thanks and the other nine
would take off and never say thank you.
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We forget that the most vital part of our prayer life is an
expression of gratitude for what God has done. It is the most
significant and vital part and this is the best praise in the
scripture. This exceeds David in some of the Psalms where he
praises the Lord. It 1s so beautiful.

There has been a revelation. The mystery was revealed to
Daniel in a vision. Now, what i1s the response? Praise the God
of heaven.

Psalm 107:8

Let them give thanks to the LORD for His lovingkindness,
And for His wonders to the sons of men!

God responds to the labor pains of our prayer with the birth of
something very precious that we didn’t know before. We begin
to see His hand orchestrating and it gets us so excited and so
thrilled because we can begin to track what He is doing. And
in doing that, our response is to praise Him for His attributes,
His awareness and for His answers. This is one of the most
beautiful praise prayers in scripture.

Bruce Wilkinson says the following, when talking about
Psalms:

(The Daily Walk Bible by Tyndale House)

He started with a statement:
Bless the Lord today; he blesses you every day.
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That is evidence enough to do what I need to do and then he
asked this question:

There 1s something God desires from you, something he is
incapable of providing for himself. Naturally it’s not money or
power or possessions. God owns the cattle on a thousand hills
(Psalm 50:10). He 1s high above all people (Psalm 99:2). So
what could he possibly want that he does not already possess?

He wants your praise.
p. 490

(Rumors of Another World by Philip Yancey)

He wants that the thankfulness and the gratitude of a heart
filled with praise for what He is doing. I think Helen Keller
got that and 1s why she was such a phenomenal witness in her
blindness:
For three things I thank God every day of my life: thanks
that he has vouchsafed me knowledge of his works; deep
thanks that he has set in my darkness the lamp of faith,;
deep, deepest thanks that I have another life to look
forward to — a life joyous with light and flowers and
heavenly song.
——Helen Keller
p. 59

She is triumphant and victorious. It is a blessing when we see
people praising Him.
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Now notice what happens in verse 20.

v. 20 and said: “Praise be to the name of God for ever
and ever; wisdom and power are his.

“and said: “Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever;
wisdom and power are his.”

Okay, now hang on to those last two words, “wisdom and
power,” because we haven’t seen 1t for the last time. He starts
his praise with “wisdom and power” and he is going to end it
with that.

What 1s so important about “wisdom and power”?

Back in the study he already had wisdom and tact when he
was dealing with Arioch. But the beautiful thing when we
come to God 1s that He knows everything. He 1s omniscient
and has all the wisdom in the world to pull all of this off.
Secondly, He 1s omnipotent and has all the power to do it. He
has the wisdom to know what needs to be done and He has the
power to pull it off.

He 1s saying, “Praise be to the name of God”. That means that
1s the character of God. That i1s His holiness and His
righteousness. The name represents God. Praise His name
forever and ever. We will throughout eternity. Wisdom and
power are His. He knows it all and He has the power to pull
all of that off in the future.
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A. W. Tozer talks about wisdom:

(The Knowledge of the Holy by A.W. Tozer)

The 1dea of God as infinitely wise 1s at the root of all truth. It
1s a datum of belief necessary to the soundness of all other
beliefs about God . .. Wisdom, among other things, is the
ability to devise perfect ends and to achieve those ends by the
most perfect means. It sees the end from the beginning, so
there can be no need to guess or conjecture. Wisdom sees
everything in focus, each in proper relation to all, and is thus
able to work toward predestined goals with flawless precision.
All God’s acts are done 1n perfect wisdom, first for his own
glory, and then for the highest good of the greatest number for
the longest time. And all his acts are as pure as they are wise,
and as good as they are wise and pure. Not only could his acts
not be better done: a better way to do them could not be
1imagined. An infinitely wise God must work in a manner not
to be improved upon by finite creatures. O Lord, how manifold
are thy works! In wisdom hast thou made them all. The earth
1s full of thy riches.

p. 31

That 1s wisdom and God has that. That 1s why we check 1n
and why we stay close so we are not wasting time on side
tracks, walking in His will and in the center of His purpose
with wisdom.

Notice the verbs in the next verses and see God glorified.
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v. 21 He changes times and seasons; he sets up kings
and deposes them. He gives wisdom to the wise and
knowledge to the discerning.

“He changes times and seasons; he sets up kings and deposes
them. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the
discerning.”

So what does He do?

1. “He changes times and seasons,”

Ecclesiastes 3:1

There 1s a time for everything, and a season for every activity
under heaven:

2. “he sets up kings,” and
3. “he deposes them.”
That is:

Psalm 75:6, 7

No one from the east or the west

or from the desert can exalt a man.
But it 1s God who judges:

He brings one down, he exalts another.
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“Nebuchadnezzar, you are not invincible and you are not
1mmortal and you’re not going to be here permanently.”

Now Daniel, as he praises the Lord, 1s made aware, even by
what he knows of this tremendous dream that we are getting
to look at in our next study. Nebuchadnezzar is not going to bé
around a whole lot longer. That is what troubled
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and made him so eager to find out
an interpretation of it.

4. “He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the
discerning.”

Ever ask Him for wisdom?

James 1:5

But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives
to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to
him.

Proverbs 2:10

For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will be
pleasant to your soul.

God will reveal what He has in mind.

Proverbs 3:13
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Blessed 1s the man who finds wisdom, the man who gains
understanding.

He 1s the one who gives wisdom and knowledge. The problem
1s when God gives wisdom and knowledge, we don’t respond
sometimes.

Tony Evans always has a great way of saying it:

(The Perfect Christian: How Sinners Like Us Can Be More
Like Jesus by Tony Evans)

I once dealt with a woman who was getting ready to
marry a non-Christian. Her argument was a familiar one: “If
God didn’t want me to marry this man, He wouldn’t have
brought him into my life.”

That’s worldly wisdom. The issue is “What does God’s
Word say?” It clearly says, “Do not be bound together with
unbelievers” (2 Cor. 6:14). This unbelieving man may have
captured this woman’s thoughts and emotions, but what she
needed to say was, “God, by the power of the Holy Spirit
within me, I will adjust my feelings to Your Word.” [Here Don
says, “And yet we don’t do that”. We go blatantly ahead and
make excuses for the way we are and do it”]

When you can turn to the Holy Spirit like that in order to
live according to God’s revealed will, you are on the road to
wisdom. You're also on the road to seeing God do some things
in your life you wouldn’t otherwise see.

p. 127
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v. 22 He reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what
lies in darkness, and light dwells with him.

“He reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what lies in
darkness, and light dwells with him.”

When we see “light dwells with him”, we remember
Nicodemus.

The last thing Jesus said to Nicodemus was:

John 3:16-21

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever
believes in him 1s not condemned, but whoever does not
believe stands condemned already because he has not believed
in the name of God’s one and only Son. This is the verdict:
Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness
instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who
does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for
fear that his deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the
truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that
what he has done has been done through God.

God delights for us to come into the light and walk in the
light. We have fellowship one with the other and the blood of
Christ is cleansing us from all of our sins.
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God’s at work, 1sn’t He?
There are six things:

1. He “changes,”

2. He “sets up,”

3. He “deposes,”

4. He “gives,”

5. He “reveals,” and
6. He “knows.”

We can just feel Daniel just swelling out because he 1s getting
ready to sing the Hallelujah Chorus.

“What a relief. We’re going to get to live for a while longer.
The execution 1s going to be stayed.” We can just feel the joy of

a God thing.

Romans 11:33

Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge
of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and
unfathomable His ways!
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v. 23 I thank and praise you, O God of my fathers: You
have given me wisdom and power, you have made
known to me what we asked of you, you have made
known to us the dream of the king.”

“I thank and praise you, O God of my fathers: You have given
me wisdom and power, you have made known to me what we
asked of you, you have made known to us the dream of the
king.”

This last verse, when we read the Hebrew text, the first word
1s always the most emphasized word. It is the same way in the
Greek language, too.

We don’t have the subject, verb and the predicate in
sentences. We don’t just read like that.

When they wanted to emphasize a word, it was first. The word
“You” 1s first if we were reading it in the Hebrew Bible—*“You
I thank and praise . . .”—all of the focus 1s on God.

“You are the one that I thank and praise, O God of my fathers?
You have given me”—WHAT? There it is again— “wisdom and
power.”

Both of the words together—*“Wisdom to know what it is and I
know You have the power to pull it off. You have made known
to me what we asked of You.”

Now what is significant about that? The little word “we.”
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He’s not taking credit for having a hotline to heaven. It has
been all four together that have been on this project. God gave
them an answer.

“You made known to me what we asked of you. You have
made known to us the dream of the king.”

Colossians 2:3

... 1In whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge.

Psalm 68:19 (NLT)

Praise the Lord; praise God our savior!
For each day he carries us in his arms.

Psalms 118:15 (NLT)

Songs of joy and victory are sung in the camp of the godly. The
strong right arm of the LORD has done glorious things!

Psalm 118:21

I will give you thanks, for you answered me; you
have become my salvation.

This verse is just a little capsule form of what Daniel is saying
at this point.
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Do we know that joy, experiencing it in our life by really
laying hold of God? If we are getting through, we are having a
hard time keeping up with Him.

It’s almost like He’s saying, “Now I'm not giving you this
blank check of health, wealth and prosperity. There are going
to be some tough and rough times.”

These guys have been in the heavens and in the pits in just
three episodes. They have gone from astounding students who
were taken to a foreign country and given all the benefits and
now they are at a point of execution. God has moved in and
answered miraculously. They have been broken and they have
been led to let God work.

These are the lessons that come from out of our study:

Lesson #1: We are all terminal and under a death sentence
(Rom. 5:12).

Lesson #2: Daniel’s approach to the authorities was to use
wisdom and tact.

Lesson #3: Daniel and his three friends knew the power of
prayer.

Lesson #4: The four of them pled “for mercy from the God of
heaven” (verse 18).
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Lesson #5: Daniel’s response to God’s intervention was to
praise “the God of heaven” (verse 19).

Lesson #6: It delights the heart of God when we praise Him.

Lesson #7: Daniel knows that God 1s the one who saved their
lives.

Lesson #8: Daniel praises the name of God, “wisdom and
power are his” (verse 20).

Lesson #9: He praises God as the one who “changes times and.
seasons” (verse 21).

Lesson #10: He praises Him because He is the one who “sets
up kings and deposes them” (verse 21).

Lesson #11: He praises Him because “He gives wisdom to the
wise and knowledge to the discerning” (verse 21).

Lesson #12: He praises Him because “He reveals deep and
hidden things” (verse 22).

Lesson #13: He praises Him because “he knows what lies in
darkness, and light dwells with him” (verse 22).

Lesson #14: He praises Him because the Lord has “given [him]
wisdom and power” and He has “made known” to the four of
them the things which they asked of Him (verse 23).
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Lord, thank You that Danaiel 1s like that and what a series of
circumstances he has been through and how he just lays hold
of You and You do so many great things. We just love You and
we rejoice In knowing we have the privilege of serving You
and thinking about Your Word. We pray these studies in
Daniel will be memorable and will be so unforgettable for each
of us because of the time we have had with You and Your
Word. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Three - Daniel 2:14-23

v. 14 When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, had gone
out to put to death the wise men of Babylon, Daniel spoke to him
with wisdom and tact.

v. 15 He asked the king’s officer, “Why did the king issue such a
harsh decree?” Arioch then explained the matter to Daniel.

v. 16 At this, Daniel went in to the king and asked for time, so that
he might interpret the dream for him.

v. 17 Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the matter
to his friends Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.

v. 18 He urged them to plead for mercy from the God of heaven
concerning this mystery, so that he and his friends might not be
executed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.

v. 19 During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a
vision. Then Daniel praised the God of heaven

v. 20 and said: “Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever;
wisdom and power are his.

v. 21 He changes times and seasons; he sets up kings and deposes
them. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the
discerning.

v. 22 He reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what lies in
darkness, and light dwells with him.

v. 23 I thank and praise you, O God of my fathers: You have given
me wisdom and power, you have made known to me what we
asked of you, you have made known to us the dream of the king.”
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QUESTIONS:

1. Read Daniel 2:14-23 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.

2. How did Daniel handle the commander of the king’s guard,
according to verse 147

3. What did Daniel ask of the king, according to verse 167

4. What did Daniel ask of his friends, according to verse 18?

5. What did the Lord do for Daniel, according to verse 19?
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6. How does Daniel respond to this revelation, according to

verse 20?

Copyright © 2024 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,
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attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been compiled by Ronnie Marroquin.

7. From Daniel’s perspective, what is it that the Lord is doing

according to verses 21 & 22?

8. Why does Daniel thank and praise God, according to
9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

verse 237
10. What lesson have you learned from this study?
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: We are all terminal and under a death sentence
(Rom. 5:12).

LESSON #2: Daniel’s approach to the authorities was to use
wisdom and tact.

LESSON #3: Daniel and his three friends knew the power of
prayer.

LESSON #4: The four of them pled “for mercy from the God of
heaven” (verse 18).

LESSON #5: Daniel’s response to God’s intervention was to
praise “the God of heaven” (verse 19).

LESSON #6: It delights the heart of God when we praise Him.

LESSON #7: Daniel knows that God 1s the one who saved
their lives.

LESSON #8: Daniel praises the name of God, “wisdom and
power are his” (verse 20).

LESSON #9: He praises God as the one who “changes times
and seasons” (verse 21).

39



LESSON #10: He praises Him because He is the one who “sets
up kings and deposes them” (verse 21).

LESSON #11: He praises Him because “He gives wisdom to
the wise and knowledge to the discerning” (verse 21).

LESSON #12: He praises Him because “He reveals deep and
hidden things” (verse 22).

LESSON #13: He praises Him because “he knows what lies in
darkness, and light dwells with him” (verse 22).

LESSON #14: He praises Him because the Lord has “given
[him] wisdom and power” and He has “made known” to
the four of them the things which they asked of Him
(verse 23).
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