
A Practical Study of DANIEL 

 

“Our God Reigns” 

 

 

Study Number Four -- Daniel 2:24-49 

 

 

Father, there is no greater joy than to study Your word. 

Thank You for this fabulous passage and we ask for the 

presence of the Holy Spirit to open our minds and hearts. This 

passage is so simple and yet there are things that we have to 

know to make it that way. We pray we can do that and enter 

into the experience of it and really appreciate what Your word 

has to say to us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

605 B.C. is where we started, invasion of Nebuchadnezzar in 

Judah. He took some hostages with him along with articles 

from the temple in episode number one. The guys that we 

have been following are four in number—Daniel and his 

buddies, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. They have been 

taken hostage literally, into the land of Babylon. These four 

guys have been enrolled in an intense school of learning, 

literature and language. They have graduated magna com 

laude. 

 

At the end of study number one, Nebuchadnezzar was very 

impressed with what these boys had accomplished. But in 

number two, it is like going from the sublime to the ridiculous. 

Nebuchadnezzar has a dream and he calls the brain trust to 

interpret it and none of them can do it. He gets very mad, 
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loses it and says we are going to execute the whole bunch. 

That included these new graduates who weren’t even involved 

in the situation. 

 

And so in our last episode, Arioch, the man in charge of the 

executions showed up at the door and said these guys are 

history. Remember, Daniel asked for some more time. It was 

beautiful how he handled the crisis with wisdom and tact. It’s 

still surprising how he handled the crisis with such comfort 

and such real complete trust. 

 

As a result of their prayer time, the four of them prayed 

together and God revealed the dream. It was a time of praise 

at the end of the study.  

 

Remember how we divided it? Problem––Execution, Prayer––

then the Praise that results from it. It is one of the most 

beautiful passages praising God for what He has done. 

 

Now that is where we ended. We are picking right up with the 

story and we are now looking to the actual dream. 

 

When we start doing prophetic studies, we want to look for 

details and we want to try to interpret. Let’s forget that, okay?  

 

The big thing to take away is that God is in control of 

everything. His sovereign purpose has been planned and 

directed. Everyday we get closer and closer to the ultimate 

fulfillment of it all. Today is just another day toward that 

ultimate fulfillment.  
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We are going to look at twenty-five hundred years of human 

history that is going to be predicted before our very eyes. This 

man who has had a dream and Daniel is going to be faithful to 

interpret it for us. It is going to be easy for us to follow. 

 

Just remember that God is in control of it and that is the most 

important part. 

 

(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss)  

 

. . . when Dr. Bright was diagnosed with a terminal lung 

disease, he made it known that the only epitaph he and his 

wife wanted on their tombstone was “Slaves of Jesus Christ.” 

p. 66 

 

Now that is really Daniel. He is just an instrument in all of 

this. He is going to give God the glory and it is going to be 

another beautiful demonstration of a man with integrity who 

has been willing to be in Babylon and be useful to the Lord. 

 

So, two things:  

 

1. it is not in the details and history is under God’s control 

and  

 

2. His purposes will be achieved. 

 

Kenneth O. Gangel summarizes this section of Daniel 2 with 

this statement: 
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ALL EARTHLY POWER WILL ULTIMATELY FALL 

BEFORE THE KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS!! 

(source unknown) 

 

That is the storyline of this study. 

 

There are no accidents with God. We might think so because 

of something going on in our life or something that has 

happened. It is all known and orchestrated by Him. He does 

everything intentionally and it is part of His divine plan. 

When we get through, we will be able to see. 

 

God knows what He is doing and He is doing it. There is a lot 

of comfort in that. We are going to see that as it unfolds, 

ready? 

 

v. 24 Then Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had 

appointed to execute the wise men of Babylon, and 

said to him, “Do not execute the wise men of 

Babylon. Take me to the king, and I will interpret 

his dream for him.” 

 

“Then Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to 

execute the wise men of Babylon, and said to him, ‘Do not 

execute the wise men of Babylon. Take me to the king, and I 

will interpret his dream for him.”’ 

 

Don’t we just love Type A personalities? They cut to the chase. 

“Call off the execution and take me to the king. I want to get 
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this done yesterday.” When he gets through praising the Lord, 

he jumps right in there after it. 

 

Now Arioch was the guy there that he had to encounter 

because he was coming with the edict for execution. Now, as a 

result of getting the dream, having their praise service, he 

goes back to Arioch. He says to call off the execution and take 

him to the king. Two quick commands because “I am going to 

interpret the dream.” 

 

When the Ball Bounces Your Way, Grab It 

 

I read the funniest experience about Bear Bryant, Alabama’s 

famous football coach. It was back in his early career when he 

was at Kentucky. His team fumbled the ball in front of the 

bench. In the resulting scramble someone kicked over a box 

containing eight more footballs. A free-for-all ensued with 

Tennessee recovering five balls and Kentucky four. The 

officials gave possession to Tennessee. The moral: When the 

ball comes bouncing your way, grab it. Seize every 

opportunity. 
Citation: Richard Doebler, “Tempus Fidget,” Leadership Weekly (9-30-03) 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday.com) 

 

Daniel has a chance and watch out. “Thank you, Lord, that 

You equip the called—not call the equipped.” He has 

everything he needs now to go and talk to Nebuchadnezzar. 
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v. 25 Arioch took Daniel to the king at once and said, “I 

have found a man among the exiles from Judah 

who can tell the king what his dream means.” 

 

“Arioch took Daniel to the king at once and said, ‘I have found 

a man among the exiles from Judah who can tell the king 

what his dream means.”’ 

 

Is this normal? Anybody will look for the opportunity to get 

the credit. Can we see that in the verse? Arioch took Daniel to 

the king at once and said, “I have found a man, I’ve been 

looking like crazy and man, I wanted this to stop. I’ve been 

searching all over the place and I’ve found a man from the 

exiles from Judah who can tell the king what his dream 

means.” 

 

Now Nebuchadnezzars’ no dummy and they’re standing before 

him, magna cum laude from the royal academy of Babylonian 

Arts and Sciences and they’ve already graduated. But Arioch 

is a military guy who hasn’t been around the palace or seen 

anything and he’s just in charge of executions. So he comes in 

wanting the credit and to butter-up Nebuchadnezzar, the 

commander-in-chief. He is telling the king that he has found a 

guy who can help with this situation. 

 

It reminds us of the lawyer who is just setting up his practice 

and he really wants to impress everybody. He gets his office 

all set up and finally somebody knocks on the door and he 

grabs the phone off the desk and says, “I’m so glad you called 

from New York and that is a fifty-million-dollar case and I’m 
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right on it and we are going to do the best job we can for you.” 

He hangs up and says, “Good morning sir, can I help you?” 

The man coming in says, “I’m just the telephone man here to 

hook up your phone.” 

(source unknown) 

 

Daniel is not any different except he never cared who got the 

credit as long as God got the glory. That is the beauty of his 

life. 

 

Here with Arioch, just watching the situation, he hopes he can 

get some credit. 

 

v. 26 The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar), 

“Are you able to tell me what I saw in my dream 

and interpret it?” 

 

“The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar), ‘Are you 

able to tell me what I saw in my dream and interpret it?”’ 

 

“The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar)”—now 

watch this. This king does not mess around either. He gives no 

greeting.  

 

He says he wants two things: “Are you able to tell me what I 

saw in the dream and interpret it?”  

 

These are the two things that have been the issue through the 

last two episodes. He cuts to the chase.  
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“Are you showing up because you’re trying to save your life or 

are you going to tell me what I need to know? I need to know 

the dream and the interpretation of it.” That is just a tad bit 

intimidating. 

 

Bum Phillips said: 

 

I don’t mind people thinking I’m stupid, 

but I don’t want to give them any proof. 

(source unknown) 

 

Lyndon Baines Johnson said: 

While you’re trying to save face, 

you’re probably losing your rear. 

(source unknown) 

 

Those things could happen and Daniel could be intimidated 

and when we read this next verse, we think he is. 

 

v. 27 Daniel replied, “No wise man, enchanter, magician 

or diviner can explain to the king the mystery he 

has asked about, 

 

“Daniel replied, ‘No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner 

can explain to the king the mystery he has asked about,” 

 

Where have we heard that before? That was that whole long 

episode when the guys were arguing over the fact that the 

king was unfair to ask that in the first place. 
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As it starts, we begin to have the feeling that Daniel is in the 

same place. But Daniel is motivated with a totally different 

spirit. What is he telling the king before he gives him the 

interpretation? “This is a God thing.” 

 

“I have nothing to do but be a slave, to be a servant, to be a 

channel. I’m here to communicate with honesty and humility 

the message that has been given to me. But I want to tell you, 

don’t give me the credit.” 

 

Now this is what we want to do so that we can accomplish 

what we talked about earlier. And that is to stay focused on 

God rather than the details. We need to see God in the 

passage, okay? When we emphasize a word, underline it or 

circle it. 

 

v. 28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals 

mysteries. He has shown King Nebuchadnezzar 

what will happen in days to come. Your dream and 

the visions that passed through your mind as you 

lay on your bed are these: 

 

“but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries. He has 

shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to 

come. Your dream and the visions that passed through your 

mind as you lay on your bed are these:” 

 

Now he is getting ready to do that.  
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Is there still a God in heaven? Okay, why are we bringing all 

these problems? Is there a God in heaven and why are we all 

upset about the circumstances that He is totally orchestrating 

for the accomplishment of His purpose? Why are we bringing 

those burdens if there is a God in heaven?  

 

He still is there and He is ready to be intimately involved in 

each of our lives. God is a God who is there and He is able. 

Whatever we bring to the table, He is there and ready. 

 

Now what we are getting ready to see is the exact same 

scenario that was played out in Joseph’s life. When Joseph 

was invited up to have an audience with Pharaoh, the king of 

Egypt, he had two dreams. As Joseph goes in to have this 

audience, he starts the same way Daniel does. That is very 

instructive. 

 

Here’s a verse: 

 

Genesis 41:16 

 

“I cannot do it,” Joseph replied to Pharaoh, “but God will give 

Pharaoh the answer he desires.” 

 

It is total availability. “It is not me, it is God and I am coming 

before you with what He has given me.” That is the whole 

attitude. 
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v. 29 “As you were lying there, O king, your mind 

turned to things to come, and the revealer of 

mysteries showed you what is going to happen. 

 

‘“As you were lying there, O king, your mind turned to things 

to come, and the revealer of mysteries showed you what is 

going to happen.” 

 

That is the typical king. His administration has grown and he 

has flourished. He is proud and prosperous and he is lying in 

his bed one night and wondering how long is this bird nest 

going to last? When is something tragic going to happen? How 

long am I going to be king? He is thinking about the future 

and that is what God is getting ready to reveal to him. 

 

What will happen in the days to come?  

 

“your mind turned to things to come.”  

 

“[The] revealer of mysteries showed you what is going to 

happen.” 

 

“Okay king, everything you saw has to do not only with your 

future but the whole history of the times of the Gentiles and I 

will explain that to you in just a minute.” 

 

v. 30 As for me, this mystery has been revealed to me, 

not because I have greater wisdom than other 

living men, but so that you, O king, may know the 
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interpretation and that you may understand what 

went through your mind. 

 

“As for me, this mystery has been revealed to me, not because 

I have greater wisdom than other living men, but so that you, 

O king, may know the interpretation and that you may 

understand what went through your mind.” 

 

That is a negative and a positive statement.  

 

NEGATIVELY: “not because I have greater wisdom than 

other living men but”—in contrast, POSITIVELY—“so that 

you, O king, may know the interpretation and that you may 

understand what went through your mind.” 

 

In other words, “I am getting ready to tell you, what is going 

to come next.” 

 

It’s upsetting to see men of the cloth become an 

embarrassment to the clergy by becoming prophetic. We can 

call them prophetic to pathetic. 

 

We have everything from the gift of prophecy in the Bible and 

that is all we need. We don’t need to go anywhere else. When 

we have somebody coming to us and talking about telling our 

future, be watchful of the Spirit and be very sensitive to what 

they are saying. If it is not in accord with scripture, we should 

reject it immediately. We should already be suspicious of 

somebody to say that to us. 
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In this study we are simply revealing Biblical truth. That is a 

prophet that tells “forth” not “foretells” the future. We’re 

simply revealing what the Word of God has to say about 

future events.  

 

We’re going to read Cal Thomas’s article, not the whole thing 

but hit the high points. This is not where God intended for us 

to be. 

 

Robertson’s “Conversation With God” Distressing 

 

Just when you think it is safe to move on to more temporal 

subjects, politicians become increasingly religious and 

religious leaders become more and more political.  

The latest examples are Pat Robertson, the former 

presidential candidate and religious broadcaster, and 

Democratic presidential candidate Howard Dean (again).  

Robertson told his television audience he believed he had 

“heard from the Lord” that President Bush was going to win 

in a “blowout.” The Lord has blessed Bush, said Robertson, 

and “it doesn’t make any difference what he does, good or bad. 

God picks him up because he’s a man of prayer and God’s 

blessing him.”  

Robertson doesn’t claim a face-to-face with the Almighty. 

He hears His voice. No one else hears what he does. This is 

subjective religion. If one “feels,” it’s “real.” Religious feelings 

supplant objective truth and make the individual a high priest 

unto himself, above mere mortals who apparently are not on 

the “A” access-to-God list.  
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[Then he goes on to say, you know it’s interesting that there 

are many ugly and violent rulers in the purpose of God and he 

mentioned Nebuchadnezzar and also Manasshe, Pharaoh, 

Nero Hitler, Stalin, Jeroboam, Castro, Amin and on and on 

with a long list. Evidently those people didn’t pray enough 

with godly leaders. God accomplished some greater purpose 

even through those vicious and violent leaders and you can 

put Saddam Hussein in with the rest of them. Then makes 

this very pointed statement.]  

 

The idea that God would reach down and prophesy an 

election outcome to one man, who then says President Bush 

could even do wrong and God would keep him in office, offers 

joke material to Leno and Letterman and brings the Christian 

Gospel into further disrepute before unbelievers. It could also 

put a lot of pundits out of work!  

Then there is Howard Dean, who recently revealed his 

intention to talk more about Jesus (saints, preserve us). 

Campaigning in Iowa, Dean was asked his favorite New 

Testament book. “Job,” he responded, joking that he has 

recently identified with Job’s travails (he didn’t say if he 

identified with Job’s loss of his children, property and farm 

animals or Job’s boils and sitting on a dung heap).  

After apparently discovering in his hotel room Gideon 

Bible that Job is not in the New Testament, but in the Old, 

Dean corrected himself. Matthew, Mark, Luke and Job? 

Sounds right, . . . Barry Lynn of Americans United for 

Separation of Church and State, who said, “Maybe Pat 

(Robertson) got a message from (Bush political advisor) Karl 

Rove and thought it was from God.”  
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Mark Russell, who observed that Saddam Hussein 

emerged from his hole and saw his shadow, which means we 

will have four more years of George Bush. That is a far more 

believable and defensible “prophecy” than Pat Robertson’s 

dial-a-prayer “answer” from the Lord.  
© 2004 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. 

(source unknown) 

 

Here are two verses: 

 

Proverbs 29:2 

 

When the righteous thrive, the people rejoice; when the 

wicked rule, the people groan. 

 

Proverbs 29:16 

 

When the wicked thrive, so does sin, but the righteous will see 

their downfall. 

 

Yes, it is important to be in the political process. It is 

important to exercise our convictions and to make those clear. 

But certainly, stay away from the prophecy. Stay away from 

putting God in a box that He is obligated to do what we have 

prophesied. There is always going to be an embarrassment to 

others when we play that kind of game with God. Leave it in 

His hands to do it as He does beautifully in these verses. 

 

v. 31 “You looked, O king, and there before you stood a 

large statue—an enormous, dazzling statue, 

awesome in appearance. 
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‘“You looked, O king, and there before you stood a large 

statue—an enormous, dazzling statue, awesome in 

appearance.” 

 

See Nebuchadnezzar? He’s thinking that this guy is for real.  

 

“That is what I did. I woke up in the middle of the night and 

there was this huge statue at the foot of my bed.” He says that 

none of the other guys came up with that kind of stuff. He is 

feeling totally at peace right now with Daniel as he starts to 

speak. 

 

v. 32 The head of the statue was made of pure gold, its 

chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of 

bronze, 

 

“The head of the statue was made of pure gold, its chest and 

arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze,” 

 

All we see there is a deterioration of metal.  

 

J. Dwight Pentecost says: 

 

The unrestrained sovereign purpose of God is seen in the 

ordering of the succession of the ages. God has a program. 

(source unknown) 

 

 

The Godhead––Gold,  
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Arms and Chest––Silver,  

 

Belly and Thighs––Bronze and we’re not done yet.  

 

What we’re doing is just getting the variorum first and then 

turn around the passage interpretation. Don’t try to figure 

this all out yet. 

 

v. 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of 

baked clay. 

 

“its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of baked 

clay.” 

 

Now if we took from the time of this dream with 

Nebuchadnezzar to Christ’s first coming to offer the kingdom, 

we would have the years that are encompassed in that vision. 

Now we’ll get closer to that as we go. 

 

Remember when Christ came, He came to offer Himself as the 

king, the fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant, the King of 

kings? He came into His own and His own received Him not. 

They even put on the cross “King of the Jews” because He 

came to make a legitimate offer and was rejected. It was an 

unconditional covenant so it was not broken and it is going to 

yet be fulfilled.  

 

We can always say that about an unconditional covenant. We 

can say more about that. 
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v. 34 While you were watching, a rock was cut out, but 

not by human hands. It struck the statue on its feet 

of iron and clay and smashed them. 

 

“While you were watching, a rock was cut out, but not by 

human hands. It struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay 

and smashed them.” 

 

“Struck” and “smashed,” now look at what happened. 

 

v. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and 

the gold were broken to pieces at the same time 

and became like chaff on a threshing floor in the 

summer. The wind swept them away without 

leaving a trace. But the rock that struck the statue 

became a huge mountain and filled the whole earth. 

 

“Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold 

were broken to pieces at the same time and became like chaff 

on a threshing floor in the summer. The wind swept them 

away without leaving a trace. But the rock that struck the 

statue became a huge mountain and filled the whole earth.” 

 

It’s hard to relate to that, isn’t it? When we think of metal 

being hit, we expect to find a debris field.  

 

East Texas became a debris field when the space shuttle 

exploded in the sky and pieces fell everywhere and we would 

expect that here. But the impact of this rock cut out without 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



 19 

hands literally demolished it and made that statue like chaff. 

Chaff is a very simple word and is used in Psalm 1:4, probably 

the most graphic. 

 

It is also used in the book of Ruth at the threshing floor when 

they are harvesting the grain. They would throw the grain up 

into the air and wind would blow the chaff away and the grain 

would fall down to be harvested. It is that residue. 

 

In Psalms, when he talks about the wicked, he says this: 

 

Psalm 1:4, 5 

 

Not so the wicked!  

are like chaff  

that the wind blows away. 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,  

nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 

All the kingdoms of this world are going to be literally blown 

away. The rock that is not cut out with hands is going to come 

and strike it and that is going to happen. 

 

Now, why is that little phrase, “rock [built for us was] cut out, 

but not by human hands”? That is the virgin birth of Christ. 

 

Galatians 4:4, 5 (NASB) 

 

But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His 

Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



 20 

so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that 

we might receive the adoption as sons. 

 

Isaiah 7 said that He would be born of a virgin. He is the 

Rock. Over and over the scripture speaks of Christ being the 

Solid Rock. He’s the foundation and He is the One on which 

we build. 

 

David talked often about going to the Rock “that is higher 

than I.” The rock in the wilderness that was struck and water 

came forth is prefiguring Christ the Rock.  

 

So, yes, He came and not by human means. He came and in 

His coming He struck this statue. Those last couple of words 

make us stop and sing the Hallelujah Chorus. He came and 

He became a huge mountain and He filled the whole earth. 

 

What are we saying? Get a smile on our face.  

 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Hallelujah the Lord God Almighty reigns forever and 

forever in perfect fulfillment of the Davidic covenant! There is 

now a son of David on the throne and it will never be canceled. 

There will never be a successor. This is it and what he is 

describing is the coming of that kingdom. 

 

We are at turnaround time. 
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We’ve gone through the dream and we can just see 

Nebuchadnezzar relaxing: “Finally I have someone who can 

tell me what I have dreamed.” 

 

Here is the turn around. 

 

v. 36 “This was the dream, and now we will interpret it 

to the king. 

 

‘“This was the dream, and now we will interpret it to the 

king.” 

 

He is in total and complete control. He could be nervous and 

anxious and he is not. He says, “Okay, I’ll tell you what it was. 

Now, do you want to know what it means?”  

 

Nebuchadnezzar is just sitting there and he is leaning forward 

and he wants to hear what it means. We’re not going to be 

disappointed because here it comes. 

 

v. 37 You, O king, are the king of kings. The God of 

heaven has given you dominion and power and 

might and glory; 

 

“You, O king, are the king of kings. The God of heaven has 

given you dominion and power and might and glory;” 

 

God is the one involved in all of this. He is in sovereign 

control. He has a purpose in bringing Babylon on the scene to 

judge the children of Judah because of their idolatry and 
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wickedness. And this is the instrument He uses, the 

Babylonian Empire. 

 

What he is getting ready to say is, “God gave you four things 

Nebuchadnezzar–––Dominion, Power, Might, and Glory. And 

by the way, there are still some more things He gave you, 

three more.” 

 

v. 38 in your hands he has placed mankind and the 

beasts of the field and the birds of the air. 

Wherever they live, he has made you ruler over 

them all. You are that head of gold. 

 

“in your hands he has placed mankind and the beasts of the 

field and the birds of the air. Wherever they live, he has made 

you ruler over them all. You are that head of gold.” 

 

The last phrase is simple, “You are that head of gold.”  

 

Now we understand what this is all about. It is a giving of 

2,500 years at least and counting of world history. The 

significance of this dream at this point is that when 

Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judah and finally in 586 when 

Zedekiah was driven off the throne, the Lord Christ called 

that the beginning of the times of the Gentiles. 

 

Now don’t get scared because they use the word like that. God 

makes unconditional covenants. He made an unconditional 

covenant with Abraham. Remember how He did that? He put 

Abraham asleep and He alone walked between the pieces to 
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say, “That it doesn’t depend on you. I am going to do this. I am 

going to make you a nation, I am going to bless you, you are 

going to have land and you’re going to have seed. I am doing 

that unconditionally.” 

 

To David, He said the same thing. “Your kingdom will be an 

eternal kingdom, David and there will always be a descendent 

sitting upon the throne. But now in judgment, at this point it 

ceases.”  

 

Does that change the covenant? No, it is unconditional. What 

we’re saying is that our salvation is an unconditional covenant 

because God decided He was going to save a people for His 

name. 

 

By faith, take that. We don’t deserve it. It is all an act of 

grace. It is a gift from God and we are eternally secure and the 

destiny of our life is the presence of God. Absent from the body 

and present with the Lord. 

 

So that covenant is going to continue on and Christ is going to 

fulfill it. But in this period of time, we have the time of the 

Gentiles. That means that we get a chance. The Jews and the 

Davidic kingdom are set aside at that point in judgment. 

 

Now, there are no sons of David sitting on the throne today 

and there won’t be until heaven is opened and the King of 

kings and Lord of lords comes to take up that place. 
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If we want a parallel passage, Revelation 19 beginning with 

verse 11 tells us that. 

 

Christ comes back and He fights the battle of Armageddon 

which is turning all the kingdoms of the world in the dust and 

He assumes the throne and He becomes King of kings and 

Lord of lords throughout eternity. 

 

We are talking about the “head of gold.” The Babylonian 

kingdom we can say pretty much started in 605 B.C. That is 

the time we have been using as the start of it. 

Nebuchadnezzar lasted from 605 B.C. to 560 B.C. That is 45 

years he was on the throne. 

 

Babylon did not cease when he died. His family inherited it, 

but Babylon fell in 539 B.C. to the Persians.  

 

Now when we get to Daniel 5 we are going to recognize it.  

 

“Mene , Mene , Tekel , Parsin.”  

 

Belshazzar is having a big party and they are drinking out of 

the sacred goblets from the tabernacle and this hand writes on 

the wall—“You have been weighed in the balance and found 

wanting”––and it is that night that the Babylonian Empire 

ceases. 

 

The Persians overrun and they take over. So the silver part of 

the statue is the arms and chest and that’s the Persians. We 

will say more about that in just a second. 
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v. 39 “After you, another kingdom will rise, inferior to 

yours. Next, a third kingdom, one of bronze, will 

rule over the whole earth. 

 

“After you, another kingdom will rise, inferior to yours.”—

that’s the silver, the arms and chest of silver—“Next, a third 

kingdom, one of bronze, will rule over the whole earth.”  

 

Isn’t that easy? Just think of the Olympics––Gold, Silver, and 

Bronze. There aren’t any iron metals but we will get to that. 

But that helps us with the first three. 

 

Okay, historically, 605 B.C. down to 539 B.C. Then the 

Persians took over in 539 B.C. and they ruled as an empire for 

209 years until 330 B.C. 

 

Do all of these two hundred scare us? Since America has been 

living in grace since we celebrated our 200th birthday. It 

makes us realize that most of these great empires and 

cultures in civilizations last about that long. Another thing 

that has to be a little bit disturbing is that the United States 

isn’t in any of this. That is a tad bit troublesome. There are a 

lot of alternatives we can consider but there aren’t many of 

them very pleasant. 

 

So now that brings us to the bronze—the thigh and the belly. 

That is the Greeks.  
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Remember Alexander the Great? His goal was to conquer the 

world. Why was he motivated to do that? So that the Greek 

language would spread all over the world. That is why the 

New Testament is written in Koine Greek. 

 

Note: Koine–the Greek language commonly spoken and 

written in eastern Mediterranean countries in the Hellenistic 

and Roman periods. 

 

Everywhere he went, he spread the Greek language and that 

language is now the language of the New Testament, the 

language of the people.  

 

Alexander spent from 339 B.C. until 303 B.C. capturing it. 

Then in 303 B.C., Greece became the next empire. That lasted 

until 63 B.C. That is 240 years that Greece was dominated not 

only under Alexander the Great but they lasted that long. 

 

We are at 63 B.C., right?  

 

v. 40 Finally, there will be a fourth kingdom, strong as 

iron—for iron breaks and smashes everything—and 

as iron breaks things to pieces, so it will crush and 

break all the others. 

 

“Finally, there will be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron—for 

iron breaks and smashes everything—and as iron breaks 

things to pieces, so it will crush and break all the others.” 
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That is what Rome did. They were vicious and violent. Life 

was cheap. They were the ones who got involved with 

crucifixion.  

 

It was there in the Roman Empire that the Lord Jesus Christ 

came to make a legitimate offer. An offer of the Davidic 

kingdom and He was rejected. But because He was rejected 

and crucified, that started the times of the Gentiles to provide 

us the right and the privilege of becoming sons and daughters 

of God through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

It is His Master Plan and He’s still in control of it all. 

Recognize that and just as sure as He made those promises He 

is going to fulfill it. These other statements haven’t been 

played out yet. 

 

Just look at them, it’s easy. 

 

v. 41 Just as you saw that the feet and toes were partly 

of baked clay and partly of iron, so this will be a 

divided kingdom; yet it will have some of the 

strength of iron in it, even as you saw iron mixed 

with clay. 

 

“Just as you saw that the feet and toes were partly of baked 

clay and partly of iron, so this will be a divided kingdom; yet it 

will have some of the strength of iron in it, even as you saw 

iron mixed with clay.” 
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Does iron mix with clay? No, not any better than oil and 

water.  

 

When we see the significance of Rome even today, we see 

nations that are representative that do not mix.  

 

v. 42 As the toes were partly iron and partly clay, so 

this kingdom will be partly strong and partly 

brittle. 

 

“As the toes were partly iron and partly clay, so this kingdom 

will be partly strong and partly brittle.” 

 

How many toes are there? Ten.  

 

When we get to Daniel 7, there are going to be ten horns. It is 

believed by most students of prophecy that there will be a 

revived Roman empire that will bring everything to a 

conclusion and Christ will come and fulfill the rest of it. 

 

What does that mean? Where is Rome? It is in Italy. Where is 

Italy? In Europe. Okay, if we had an alliance, a European 

alliance of ten nations, it could be involved in that.  

 

We have Italy, France, Germany––that will help us 

understand that iron doesn’t mix with any clay anywhere––

then we have Great Britain. Look at the extremes there. 

Germany, France, Spain and we mix them all together and 

that, in essence, is what he is saying. 
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There is going to be an alliance of great nations out of the 

west and they are going to be in existence when the time of 

Christ comes to step up His kingdom. That isn’t here yet but 

we can’t say that it isn’t and that He isn’t at work 

orchestrating it. 

 

One thing we know is that the alliance will be a world 

government. Where does all of this world economy come from? 

Europe. Where does all of this worldwide currency come from? 

Europe. 

 

They are doing it. They are staging this stuff. Every time we 

read it, it should bring goose bumps because we are getting 

really close to the fulfillment of it. Because we believe in a 

sovereign God who controls it all and keeps His promises. And 

He never broke one. 

 

Therefore, “look up for the day of your redemption draws 

nigh.” 

 

v. 43 And just as you saw the iron mixed with baked 

clay, so the people will be a mixture and will not 

remain united, any more than iron mixes with clay. 

 

“And just as you saw the iron mixed with baked clay, so the 

people will be a mixture and will not remain united, any more 

than iron mixes with clay.” 

 

Don’t try to put something into that. Just accept it. 
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v. 44 “In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will 

set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor 

will it be left to another people. It will crush all 

those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it 

will itself endure forever. 

 

‘“In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a 

kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to 

another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring 

them to an end, but it will itself endure forever.” 

 

Look at the five things of this kingdom He is setting up: 

1. “that will never be destroyed,” 

 

2. “nor will it be left to another people.”—there will be no 

successor cause when He comes that’s it and that will be all 

there is. 

 

3. “crush all those kingdoms”—they will be chaff. 

 

4. “bring them to an end,” and 

 

5. “it will itself endure forever.” 

 

Psalm 45:6 

 

Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever;  

a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom. 
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When we read that we have to appreciate that God really does 

have our best interest at heart. He really knows how to make 

us happy and fulfilled. Our hearts just cry, “Lord, haste the 

day for the fulfillment of that.” 

 

See how easy that was? We walked through just beautifully. 

 

v. 45 This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut 

out of a mountain, but not by human hands—a rock 

that broke the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver 

and the gold to pieces. “The great God has shown 

the king what will take place in the future. The 

dream is true and the interpretation is 

trustworthy.” 

 

“This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a 

mountain, but not by human hands—a rock that broke the 

iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold to pieces. 

‘The great God has shown the king what will take place in the 

future. The dream is true and the interpretation is 

trustworthy.”’ 

 

What brought Nebuchadnezzar to see something like that and 

certainly became a Christian? We will have a completely 

different perspective when we see what he pulls off in our next 

episode. 

 

v. 46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell prostrate before 

Daniel and paid him honor and ordered that an 

offering and incense be presented to him. 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



 32 

 

“Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell prostrate before Daniel and 

paid him honor and ordered that an offering and incense be 

presented to him.” 

 

It wasn’t presented as an offering to a god and he did not 

accept it. It is not something that he would ever accept as 

worship from a pagan idolatrous tyrant in this kind of a 

situation with his superstitious idolatry. 

 

v. 47 The king said to Daniel, “Surely your God is the 

God of gods and the Lord of kings and a revealer of 

mysteries, for you were able to reveal this 

mystery.” 

 

“The king said to Daniel, ‘Surely your God is the God of gods 

and the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were 

able to reveal this mystery.”’ 

 

What a tribute to the Sovereign God who has certainly done 

so. 

 

v. 48 Then the king placed Daniel in a high position and 

lavished many gifts on him. He made him ruler over 

the entire province of Babylon and placed him in 

charge of all its wise men. 

 

“Then the king placed Daniel in a high position and lavished 

many gifts on him. He made him ruler over the entire 
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province of Babylon and placed him in charge of all its wise 

men.” 

 

See the four things that he does? He goes from going to kill 

them to giving them gifts. He placed Daniel in a high position 

and lavished many gifts on him and made him ruler over the 

entire province of Babylon and placed him in charge of all the 

wise men. He is the top guy, top gun in the brain trust of 

Babylon as well as having the supreme authority. 

 

In one of our future studies we are going to say goodbye to 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego too. They are stars in the 

next two episodes but they are gone after chapter three. 

 

Daniel is nowhere to be found in these next two studies and 

the question is why? It is right here. These guys are 

separated. Notice verse 49. 

 

v. 49 Moreover, at Daniel’s request the king appointed 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego administrators 

over the province of Babylon, while Daniel himself 

remained at the royal court. 

 

“Moreover, at Daniel’s request the king appointed Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego administrators over the province of 

Babylon, while Daniel himself remained at the royal court.” 

 

Daniel decided, “if the king is gratuitous, I am going to get my 

praying buddies a place of position as well.” And that is the 

smart thing to do while he has an audience with the king. 
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Daniel is probably away on royal business or somebody has to 

stay by the stuff while Nebuchadnezzar is out on the plains of 

Durra dealing with this stupid image and his burning furnace 

and all that stuff. It is all conjecture. One thing for sure, we 

are going to discover that Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 

are going to go out in a blaze of glory. 

 

Here are the lessons from our text: 

 

Lesson #1: “For by Him all things were created, both in the 

heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 

or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been 

created by Him and for Him” (Colossians 1:16). 

 

Lesson #2: “For no man can lay a foundation other than the 

one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 3:11). 

 

Lesson #3: “From the ends of the earth I call to you, I call as 

my heart grows faint; lead me to the rock that is higher than 

I” (Psalm 61:2). 

 

Lesson #4: It is the “God in heaven who reveals [these] 

mysteries” to Daniel (verse 28). 

 

Lesson #5: The Lord is revealing what will happen to come 

(verse 29). 

 

Lesson #6: “The God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will 

never be destroyed” (verse 44). 
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Lesson #7: His kingdom “will never be destroyed, nor will it be 

left to another people. It will crush all [the others] and bring 

them to an end, but it will itself endure forever” (verse 44). 

 

Lesson #8: God and God alone is the sovereign ruler over all. 

 

Lesson #9: Jesus Christ is King of kings and Lord of lords. 

 

Lesson #10: The sovereign Lord has complete control over all 

the kingdoms of this world. 

 

We have three observations that have come out of this. This is 

not just satisfying us with the fact that God knows what He is 

doing. There are some important observations that we need to 

make and implement in our own life from this. 

 

1. God, not man, is sovereign in world affairs. We need to 

get that overriding thing in our mind.  

 

2. Our Sovereign God has a plan for the world.  

 

3. God is ordering history according to His plan. That 

involves our life.  

 

We have to learn to be quiet and with wisdom and tact, 

recognizing that God is not mad, He’s not turning His back on 

us. For some greater purpose than what we know at the 

moment, He has something He wants to accomplish that has 

not yet been revealed to us. We have to learn to surrender. 
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Proverbs 21:30 

 

There is no wisdom, no insight, no plan that can succeed 

against the LORD. 

 

That is a strong statement.  

 

We go through scenarios and when we are such an 

embarrassment to the Lord by the way we handle it, we really 

get a stern rebuke. 

 

Just to be sure we get the lesson, we get a little thing like this: 

 

(Tempered Steel: How God Shapes a Man’s Heart Through 

Adversity by Steve Farrar)  

 

George Mueller, of course you know well, lived out what he 

preached. In 1870, after 39 years of marriage, Mueller’s wife, 

Mary, died of rheumatic fever. They had been exceptionally 

close, and it was a deep and devastating blow to Mueller. Yet 

it was Mueller who spoke at his wife’s funeral. His text was 

Psalm 119:68, “You are good, and do good.” Mueller made 

three observations from the psalms: 

 

1. The Lord was good, and did good, in giving her to me.  

2. The Lord was good, and did good, in so long leaving her to 

me.  

3. The Lord was good, and did good, in taking her from me.11  
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11. I am indebted to John Piper for this illustration from the life of George Mueller; see John 

Piper, The Pleasures of God (Portland, Ore.: Multnomah, 1991), 190. 

p. 46 

 

That is the way and so we have to say, “Father, if it be 

possible, let this cup pass from me, nevertheless I would never 

question Your sovereign purpose, not my will but Yours be 

done!” 

 

Nancy Leigh DeMoss said: 

 

(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss)  

 

We all begin life as members of a rebellious race, fighting our 

own personal war against the sovereign King of the universe. 

For most, that resistance unfolds into a lifelong story that 

could be titled No Surrender. 

Some express their resistance overtly, perhaps through a 

lifestyle of unbridled lust and perversion. Others are more 

subtle—they are upstanding citizens and community leaders; 

they may even be active in church work. But beneath the 

surface, every human being has an inborn determination to 

run his own life and an unwillingness to be mastered by 

Christ, the King of kings.  

p. 19 

 

Leonard Ravenhill was a faithful servant of the Lord 

whose books and sermons on revival have inflamed the hearts 

of millions. At four o’clock one morning, just days before he 

went to meet the Master at the age of eighty-nine, he penned 
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these words that I have displayed in my study as a reminder 

of what it means to be a bondservant of the Lord: 

 

Lord, engage my heart today 

with a passion that will not pass away. 

Now torch it with Thy holy fire 

that nevermore shall earth’s desire 

invade or quench the heaven born power. 

I would be trapped within Thy holy will, 

Thine every holy purpose to fulfill, 

that every effort of my life 

shall bring rapturous praise to my eternal King. 

I pledge from this day to the grave 

to be Thine own, unquestioning slave. 

Lord, grant that this prayer shall be our own. Amen. 

p. 84 

 

Father that is our prayer, slaves of Jesus Christ, servants to 

be used for Your glory to accomplish that purpose You have 

for us. May we find the peace of that commitment and 

surrender. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of DANIEL 

 

“Our God Reigns” 

 

 

Study Number Four -- Daniel 2:24-49 

 

            NOTES 
v. 24 Then Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to 

execute the wise men of Babylon, and said to him, “Do not execute 

the wise men of Babylon. Take me to the king, and I will interpret 

his dream for him.” 

v. 25 Arioch took Daniel to the king at once and said, “I have found 

a man among the exiles from Judah who can tell the king what his 

dream means.” 

v. 26 The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar), “Are you 

able to tell me what I saw in my dream and interpret it?” 

v. 27 Daniel replied, “No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner 

can explain to the king the mystery he has asked about, 

v. 28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries. He has 

shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come. 

Your dream and the visions that passed through your mind as you 

lay on your bed are these: 

v. 29 “As you were lying there, O king, your mind turned to things 

to come, and the revealer of mysteries showed you what is going to 

happen. 

v. 30 As for me, this mystery has been revealed to me, not because 

I have greater wisdom than other living men, but so that you, O 

king, may know the interpretation and that you may understand 

what went through your mind. 

v. 31 “You looked, O king, and there before you stood a large 

statue—an enormous, dazzling statue, awesome in appearance. 

v. 32 The head of the statue was made of pure gold, its chest and 

arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, 

v. 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of baked clay. 

v. 34 While you were watching, a rock was cut out, but not by 

human hands. It struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and 

smashed them. 
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            NOTES 
v. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold 

were broken to pieces at the same time and became like chaff on a 

threshing floor in the summer. The wind swept them away without 

leaving a trace. But the rock that struck the statue became a huge 

mountain and filled the whole earth. 

v. 36 “This was the dream, and now we will interpret it to the king. 

v. 37 You, O king, are the king of kings. The God of heaven has 

given you dominion and power and might and glory; 

v. 38 in your hands he has placed mankind and the beasts of the 

field and the birds of the air. Wherever they live, he has made you 

ruler over them all. You are that head of gold. 

v. 39 “After you, another kingdom will rise, inferior to yours. Next, 

a third kingdom, one of bronze, will rule over the whole earth. 

v. 40 Finally, there will be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron—for 

iron breaks and smashes everything—and as iron breaks things to 

pieces, so it will crush and break all the others. 

v. 41 Just as you saw that the feet and toes were partly of baked 

clay and partly of iron, so this will be a divided kingdom; yet it will 

have some of the strength of iron in it, even as you saw iron mixed 

with clay. 

v. 42 As the toes were partly iron and partly clay, so this kingdom 

will be partly strong and partly brittle. 

v. 43 And just as you saw the iron mixed with baked clay, so the 

people will be a mixture and will not remain united, any more 

than iron mixes with clay. 

v. 44 “In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a 

kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another 

people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, 

but it will itself endure forever. 

v. 45 This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a 

mountain, but not by human hands—a rock that broke the iron, 

the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold to pieces. “The great 

God has shown the king what will take place in the future. The 

dream is true and the interpretation is trustworthy.” 

v. 46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell prostrate before Daniel and 

paid him honor and ordered that an offering and incense be 

presented to him. 

v. 47 The king said to Daniel, “Surely your God is the God of gods 

and the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were 

able to reveal this mystery.” 

v. 48 Then the king placed Daniel in a high position and lavished 

many gifts on him. He made him ruler over the entire province of 

Babylon and placed him in charge of all its wise men. 
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            NOTES 
v. 49 Moreover, at Daniel’s request the king appointed Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego administrators over the province of 

Babylon, while Daniel himself remained at the royal court. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Daniel 2:24-49 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What does the king ask of Daniel, according to verse 26? 

 

 

 

 

3. To whom does Daniel pay tribute in verse 28? 

 

 

 

 

4. Why has this interpretation been revealed to Daniel, 

according to verse 30? 
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5. How does Daniel describe Nebuchadnezzar and his 

kingdom, according to verses 37 & 38? 

 

 

 

 

6. What is the “God of heaven” going to do, according to verse 

44? 

 

 

 

 

7. How does Nebuchadnezzar respond to Daniel’s 

interpretation of the dream, according to verses 46 & 47? 

 

 

 

 

8. What did the king do for Daniel, according to verse 48? 

 

 

 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: “For by Him all things were created, both in the 

heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things 

have been created by Him and for Him” (Colossians 1:16). 

 

LESSON #2: “For no man can lay a foundation other than the 

one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 

3:11). 

 

LESSON #3: “From the ends of the earth I call to you, I call as 

my heart grows faint; lead me to the rock that is higher 

than I” (Psalm 61:2). 

 

LESSON #4: It is the “God in heaven who reveals [these] 

mysteries” to Daniel (verse 28). 

 

LESSON #5: The Lord is revealing what will happen to come 

(verse 29). 
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LESSON #6: “The God of heaven will set up a kingdom that 

will never be destroyed” (verse 44). 

 

LESSON #7: His kingdom “will never be destroyed, nor will it 

be left to another people. It will crush all [the others] and 

bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever” 

(verse 44). 

 

LESSON #8: God and God alone is the sovereign ruler over 

all. 

 

LESSON #9: Jesus Christ is King of kings and Lord of lords. 

 

LESSON #10: The sovereign Lord has complete control over 

all the kingdoms of this world. 
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