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A Practical Study of DANIEL 

 

“Our God Reigns” 

 

 

Study Number Five -- Daniel 3:1-12 

 

 

Father, it is such a joy to sense Your presence. We pray that 

the Word will be very helpful and be an encouragement. In 

Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

We have been through four episodes in the book of Daniel. 

 

Episode #1–It started in 605 B.C. when Nebuchadnezzar came 

to Jerusalem and took some of the articles from the temple 

and some hostages. Four of them we have traveled with 

through these first three chapters—Daniel, Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego. 

 

Episode #2–After these boys had successfully negotiated their 

educational curriculum in Babylonian University and 

graduated with high honors, Nebuchadnezzar hired them into 

the government. Nebuchadnezzar had a dream and he called 

the brain trust to tell him the dream and then interpret it. At 

the end of that sorry fiasco, he was so mad he pronounced an 

edict that all the brain trust would be executed. 

 

Episode #3–Even though these guys were recent graduates, 

Aroich the executor shows up at their door. Remember that 
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episode was very compacted. They knew the problem [they 

were going to be executed] and so they went to pray. As they 

prayed, God revealed the dream and the interpretation of it to 

them. They closed the study by praising the Lord for what He 

had done. 

 

Episode #4–We spent the whole study on the dream. They saw 

a head of gold, arms and chest of silver, belly and thighs of 

bronze, legs of iron, and feet of mixed iron and clay. Basically, 

we shared that the history planned by God from the time of 

Nebuchadnezzar clear through to the coming of Christ to set 

up His kingdom. We see it all encompassed in that and that 

little framework will form what we will study when we get to 

chapter 7 and further on in the book. We learn how God works 

all of that out. 

 

Remember, forget the details and keep focused on the 

sovereignty of God. The God of heaven has orchestrated all of 

this and because He has orchestrated that, He has 

orchestrated everything in our life. Even though we don’t 

understand what we are going through right now, it doesn’t 

mean that God is not in control of what is going on in our life. 

Don’t ever lose confidence in God or in His control in our life. 

 

We are going to see just the opposite of that in our text. 

 

When the study was finished and those dramatic statements 

were made by Nebuchadnezzar about giving Daniel this high 

position in the government, and Daniel interceding for 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—they had big jobs—that 
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being a Christian nation, Nebuchadnezzar would call upon the 

God of heaven. Well forget that. 

 

Many times we will have disappointments in our life and 

expectations that we think people will respond to the 

sovereignty of God because of what they went through. We 

make some assumptions that are not valid.  

 

Now when we come to this particular episode, we take it 

historically that we are just going on from right where we 

were. 

 

There are some writers who say there is quite a gap of time 

between chapters 2 and 3. We are still early in the 

administration. Nebuchadnezzar is a very insecure dictator. 

He has to do some dramatic things in order to consolidate his 

empire but also to let people know that he is the boss. Cross 

him and you are dead. In essence that is the big show. That is 

what he is going to try to demonstrate to us as we look at the 

verses. 

 

One of the commentators calls this:  

 

Nebuchadnezzar’s Ragtime Band. 

(Gangel, p. 71) 

 

That is not too far from the truth. 

 

Three things we need to know: 
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1. There is no Daniel from here on out. He is not in  

chapter 3.  

 

The clue we had in the last verse of our last study was that 

since he is almost second in command to Nebuchadnezzar and 

Nebuchadnezzar is down on the plains of Dura with this 

image he had made, obviously someone had to tend the store.  

 

2. Daniel is probably in Babylon functioning so that the 

government continues for this mass of people who are down 

southeast of Babylon. The other possibility is, he is traveling 

for the empire and is out of the country. 

 

3. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego have lesser jobs and 

all of the provincial people who are anybody in the kingdom 

are there and that is why they are there—southeast of 

Babylon. 

 

Now Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego are going to be 

mentioned 11 times. They are never mentioned in isolation. 

Notice that? They are always mentioned together, the three of 

them. We never have Shadrach doing something without 

Meshach and Abednego. They are all together in everything 

they do. 

 

In our next study we are going to say goodbye to them 

permanently. At the end of chapter 3 we never hear from them 

again. Daniel will come back into the picture later but we are 

going to say goodbye to these guys and we are really going to 
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love them after these next two episodes. They are incredible 

people. 

 

Now to get a handle on this study, all it talks about is musical 

instruments and a weird bunch of guys that have different 

titles.  

 

There is a surprise waiting for us. 

 

There is an overriding principle that is going to make this 

whole study personal to us. When God chooses to use people, 

He often puts them through difficult, frustrating and life-

threatening experiences to burn the dross from their lives and 

refine their character. That is exactly what is happening in 

this chapter. 

 

1 Peter 4:12, 13 

 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, 

which comes upon you for your testing, as though some 

strange things were happening to you; but to the degree that 

you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that 

also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with 

exultation. 

 

Having said that, why are we at a point that when we open 

our first verse, we have Nebuchadnezzar involved in building 

a gold image? That is our big question. 
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When Nebuchadnezzar heard he was the head of gold, he quit 

listening. Because of his arrogance and his pride, all he cared 

about was the head of gold. He didn’t care if some God in 

heaven said there was going to be silver and bronze and some 

iron and some clay later. He just was going to forget it and 

say, “I am immoral and I am a super god. I am running the 

greatest empire in the world and the God of heaven even 

notices it because I am the head of gold.” 

 

He is on as big an ego trip as Saddam Hussein was and this is 

one place where we can relate in a contemporary situation to 

someone who acts just like King Nebuchadnezzar. 

 

Having said all of that, the response is very critical from the 

standpoint of knowing that it is his pride and his arrogance 

that caused him to do what he is going to do. 

 

Let’s put it this way, this image he is making is a statement. 

He is making a statement to rally all of the people of the 

Babylonian empire around this image. Secondly, he is going to 

make it quite clear, there will never be any chests and arms of 

silver, no belly and thighs of bronze, no legs of iron as long as 

he is alive. He is not going to be alive forever and that is going 

to come about. The Sovereign God has said so and He has a 

plan to do that. 

 

Many times we go through experiences in our lives where we 

feel empty and feel like we are missing out on probably the 

best that could be ours and we start having little pity parties. 

We face that when we hit certain birthdays and we have the 
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zeros attached and realize we haven’t done anything earth 

shaking or significant.  

 

Nebuchadnezzar is having that after the big, dramatic dream 

and he has to prove a point. Some people call it a mid-life 

crisis. Everything is meaningless, meaningless, utterly 

meaningless. 

 

Garrison Keillor tells some of the funniest stories. He tells a 

story about a day in the life of Clarence Bunsen. Clarence 

Bunsen is obviously in his sixty, he is an older man: 

 

(If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the 

Boat by John Ortberg)  

 

 Garrison Keillor tells a story, called “A Day in the Life of 

Clarence Bunsen,” about an older man who realizes the years 

have slipped away and his life has missed something. 

Clarence goes to see Father Emil at Our Lady of Perpetual 

Responsibility for some advice. Normally Clarence goes to the 

Lutheran church, but he wants a second opinion. When that 

doesn’t help, he walks past his old school and climbs the hill 

overlooking Lake Wobegon, where he and his friends played 

as kids years ago. 

 While he is reflecting on his life, Clarence hears some kids 

coming up the path. For some strange reason he runs ahead of 

them and climbs an old tree he remembers from childhood. 

The kids stop right under his tree; they know he’s around 

somewhere but don’t think to look up. Clarence knew that if 

he dropped down on them or even yelled “Ha!” they would 
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jump out of their shoes. He watches them, so full of 

excitement and life, and thinks to himself, 

 

I wish I could be like that. I just seem to go through life 

with my eyes closed and my ears shut. People talk to 

me, and I don’t even hear them. Whole days go by, and 

I can’t remember what happened. The woman I’ve 

lived with for thirty-six years, if you asked me to 

describe her, I have to stop and think about it. It’s like 

I’ve lived half my life waiting for my life to begin, 

thinking it’s somewhere off in the future, and now I’m 

thinking about death all the time. It’s time to live, to 

wake up and do something. 

 

 And he jumped and yelled, “Hayee!” 

 Oh, those boys exploded out of there, like birds. And he 

yelled, “Haah!” And then he said, “Ouch! Ouch!” 

 They came back to where he was sitting and asked, “You 

all right, Uncle Clarence?” 

He replied, “Yes. But go down and tell Mrs. Bunsen to bring 

the car up to the gravel road. I’ll meet her by the mailbox.” 

 He crawled a hundred yards over to the road. She picked 

him up and didn’t ask what happened . . . 

pp. 35-36 

 

Speaking of some dumb things, we are getting ready to see it. 

This is an ego trip big time, ready? 

 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



 9 

v. 1 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, 

ninety feet high and nine feet wide, and set it up on 

the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 

 

“King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, ninety feet 

high and nine feet wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in 

the province of Babylon.” 

 

Several things, ninety feet high and nine feet wide is an 

engineering nightmare. The word “image” communicates that 

it is an image of a person.  

 

It is Nebuchadnezzar himself and probably very grotesque 

and very distorted. There is some concern where the Plain of 

Dura is located. The archeologists think they have found it. It 

is somewhere between 6 and 12 miles south of Babylon. It is 

southeast and just like west Texas, it is a plain.  

 

In this area they have found a 45-foot square block base that 

is twenty feet high. That is probably the pedestal for this 

image. Take the twenty feet off and then there is a seventy-

foot image on top of it making the whole thing ninety feet in 

height. That is about an eight-story building to give us an idea 

of this monstrous thing. 

 

It is made of gold which means it is gold plated. There is not 

enough gold in Babylon to make a ninety-foot statue solid 

gold, nine feet thick.  
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Most of the time the Hebrew communicates it as being gold 

plated. Granted, it was very beautiful from the standpoint of 

shining in the bright sun and Nebuchadnezzar is so pleased 

with what he has done. 

 

Why did he do that? Number one, to make it very clear that 

his authority calls the shots. We are going to see it over and 

over again. He set it up, he set it up, he is the one who did it 

at least five times in these verses. Secondly, it is a unifying 

center and has to bring the whole nation around this image. 

Third, it is to make a statement that he is invincible. Don’t 

mess with Nebuchadnezzar. 

 

This consolidation action on his part demonstrates his pride 

and insecurity in the whole thing. He probably had guys 

passing out bumper stickers for all of the Babylonian Buicks 

that said, “Don’t mess with Neb.” He was making it clear that 

now as a result of what he has done in taking this strategic 

position, he now has set it up and it is all his idea. 

 

Now having said all of that, let’s think for a minute of some of 

the things going through his mind. When he stopped in that 

dream and thought of himself as the head of gold, we can 

almost see him reciting, “Mine is the kingdom and mine is the 

power and mine is the glory forever.” Even though he was 

having an experience with the God of heaven in giving him 

this prophecy and this dream, he was impressed by that for a 

moment. It was only a fleeting moment and everything 

focused on the head of gold. 
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That is the way Satan works, by the way. We can have the 

word of God sown and what happens? The birds come down 

and snatch it away before it ever takes root. That is the risk 

every one of us have that teach the word of God. We can sow it 

faithfully and then we do something and forget everything 

that we heard and the seed never has a chance to take root. 

 

That happened to Nebuchadnezzar.  

 

Don’t mess with a Sovereign God. Nebuchadnezzar is going to 

learn that too late. What he is doing now is not honoring God 

and he is living the high life. Just hang on tight. It is not over 

until it is over. 

 

It is a statue of himself, it is a pedestal with twenty feet, 

seventy feet in height and he is getting ready to tell us what 

he is going to do. Boy, is he deceptive and political in what he 

is getting ready to do 

 

 

Listen to what Randy Alcorn says: 

 

(The Purity Principle by Randy Alcorn)  

 

The prophet Jonah, in the digestive tract of a great fish 

beneath the Mediterranean Sea, made this observation: 

“Those who cling to worthless idols forfeit the grace that could 

be theirs” (Jonah 2:8). 

An idol is something more than a grotesque statue with 

big lips and a ruby in its navel. It’s a God-substitute. It’s 
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something—anything—that we value higher than God. In 

order to cling to such an idol, we make a trade. 

Our sexual behavior reveals who or what rules our lives 

(see Romans 1:18-29). Sexual sin is idolatry because it puts 

our desires in the place of God. 

p. 12 

 

Philip Yancey says: 

 

(Rumors of Another World by Philip Yancey)  

 

What I do matters. More, what I do matters to God, who 

created this world and set the rules we disregard at our peril. 

Somehow, I must keep that conviction in the foreground of my 

life. 

p. 124 

 

How about it? Are we talking a good game or are we really 

keeping God’s desires? Do we express to Him every morning 

an obedient heart? We want, no matter what, to be obedient to 

His word and whatever He reveals we will follow. If we are 

like the majority, we want to be in control of our destiny and 

Nebuchadnezzar is there. 

 

One writer said: 

 

(Into the Depths of God: Where Eyes See the Invisible, Ears 

Hear the Inaudible, and Minds Conceive the Inconceivable by 

Calvin Miller)  
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Materialism often takes over at the same rate at which 

our spirituality decays. I have noticed that as people grow 

older, the sparkle they once had in their eyes begins to die. 

Sometimes their zeal also dies and they start hoarding cash 

for the “golden years.” They quit trusting God and start 

stashing goods. Gone are the easy-giving days of first faith. 

p. 40 

 

It’s possible. It can happen to all of us. 

 

Now notice what he does.  

 

v. 2 He then summoned the satraps, prefects, 

governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates 

and all the other provincial officials to come to the 

dedication of the image he had set up. 

 

“He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, 

treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial 

officials to come to the dedication of the image he had set up.” 

 

Use the last all-encompassing— “provincial officials”—because 

we have the military, the cabinet, we have everyone involved 

in the government in these seven categories. The eighth one 

tells us it is everyone. This includes Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego who have just been appointed to these provincial 

responsibilities. 
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What is subtle about this invitation? Here we get an embossed 

invitation to come out to the plains of Dura for this very 

special, what? It’s a dedication.  

 

Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego are saying, “Sure we can go to 

that. We don’t have to be involved in anything. Just go out 

there and hoop it up with these guys and watch them dedicate 

this gold thing that sticks up in the air and it is a tribute to 

Nebuchadnezzar.” 

 

So many times that is the way Satan works. He will use one 

word and it will turn everything on that one word.  

 

Nebuchadnezzar has no more idea of getting a bunch of people 

to dedicate a statue that he made of himself than anything. 

He is deceiving them. He wants them to fall on their face and 

worship this idol so that he has total control, not only of their 

emotional but their spiritual lives by setting up this substitute 

religion. It is going to be the Babylonian empire religion 

falling before this idol. 

 

Dedication. Remember when Absalom was going to steal the 

kingdom from his dad? Remember what he did? He invited 

two hundred people down to Hebron and he didn’t tell them 

what they were going to do.  

 

When those two hundred people got to Hebron, what did they 

find out? This is a takeover. They were between a rock and a 

hard place. They had to decide on the spot. With Absalom 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



 15 

there with all of his forces, they had to go along with it or lose 

their lives if they chose to go with David. 

 

Here these people are deceived. 

 

v. 3 So the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, 

treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other 

provincial officials assembled for the dedication of 

the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up, 

and they stood before it. 

 

“So the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, 

judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials 

assembled for the dedication of the image that King 

Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood before it.” 

 

Now we have the picture. How many people are there? About 

three hundred thousand people are there plus three.  

 

When we put all of those officials together from the extent of 

the Babylonian empire, it is probably a conservative number. 

It is one mass of people around this monstrosity out in the 

middle of the plains of Dura. 

 

Look at verse 4 and see how sequential it is. 

 

v. 4 Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “This is what 

you are commanded to do, O peoples, nations and 

men of every language: 
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“Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “This is what you are 

commanded to do, O peoples, nations and men of every 

language:” 

 

Peterson paraphrased:  

 

A herald proclaimed in a loud voice; “Attention, everyone! 

Every race, color, and creed, listen! 

(source unknown) 

 

Now it starts to get difficult. Nebuchadnezzar is speaking 

through a herald and he said, “By the way, I have an edict 

straight from the king and this is what you are commanded to 

do now that you are here for this special dedication.” 

 

Now what do we do when we get into those kinds of 

situations? We have to compromise. Do we compromise or are 

we so set in pleasing God and we prayed early in the morning 

before the day got started for wisdom so we would make the 

right choice? If we are in this situation, what are we going to 

do? 

 

Fenelon makes a great statement: 

 

(The Life You’ve Always Wanted by John Ortberg)  

 

Woe to those weak and timid souls who are divided 

between God and their world! They want and they do not 

want. They are torn by desire and remorse at the same 

time. . . . They have a horror of evil and a shame of good. 
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They have the pains of virtue without tasting its sweet 

consolations. O how wretched they are. 

FRANÇOIS FENELON 

 

Kierkegaard said it even better: 

Purity of heart is to will one thing. 

p. 173 

 

These people are in a really difficult situation. It’s time to stop 

for a minute. Let’s examine our hearts together now honestly. 

A lot of people are scared to ask the question.  

 

Do we really want what God wants or do we want what we 

want? 

 

Have we lived so much of our life doing what we want that we 

really don’t know what God wants? 

 

We can be late in the game and be deceived about that. 

Thinking we have lived a very comfortable, frugal life and 

enjoyed it to the fullest and yet it has been a totally selfish 

thing. We have our little image of gold instead of seeking first 

His kingdom and righteousness, we have sought these other 

things and it has consumed our life to this point. Don’t go any 

longer. Let this be such an awesome warning about waking up 

before it is too late. 

 

If we were to describe Nebuchadnezzar in layman’s terms, he 

has his heels dug in and he is singing the new American 

National Anthem by Frank Sinatra “I did it my way.” He is 
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not going to acknowledge there is a God in heaven or that 

there is any more than a head of gold, period. That is where it 

is going to stop. 

 

Now look at verse 5. 

 

v. 5 As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, 

zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, you 

must fall down and worship the image of gold that 

King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 

 

“As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, 

harp, pipes and all kinds of music, you must fall down and 

worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set 

up.” 

 

Over and over again it goes right back to him. It is his deal. 

When we hear the music, we better bow down or we are going 

to burn. That is the bottom line and we don’t have any other 

choice, we must respond. 

 

This psalm fits here so perfectly: 

 

Psalm 137:1-4 

 

By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept  

when we remembered Zion.  

There on the poplars  

we hung our harps,  

for there our captors asked us for songs,  
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our tormentors demanded songs of joy;  

they said, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!”  

How can we sing the songs of the Lord  

while in a foreign land?  

 

These musicians might be great but the kind of music they are 

playing is more like the music we hear at half time rather 

than any kind of spiritual music. It’s a bunch of loud banging 

and tooting and carrying on without any resemblance of order. 

It is an idolatrous, wicked, pagan kind of thing. 

 

When we hear it, we have a responsibility. We have to be on 

our face. What are we going to do when we have a choice like 

that to make? 

 

(What Ticks God Off: The Ways We Irritate God & What We 

Can Do About It by Bruce Bickel & Stan Jantz)  

 

GOD IS TICKED OFF BY OUR INFIDELITY TOWARD HIM 

Would you be hurt, offended, and outraged if your spouse 

cheated on you? Of course! Well, God has similar emotions 

when we are unfaithful and let our affections wander away 

from Him. 

It is terrible that our society has become accustomed to 

marital infidelity, but it is even more tragic that Christians 

have become oblivious to their own spiritual infidelity. God 

won’t put up with it for long. If we don’t turn back to Him on 

our own, He may bring circumstances upon us that will force 

us to reconsider. 
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Spiritual infidelity is nothing new. Throughout human 

history, God has been jilted and His love has been spurned. 

When it happened with the nation of Israel eight centuries 

before the birth of Christ, God used the prophet Hosea to 

confront the Jews with their unfaithfulness. But it wasn’t 

enough for Hosea to just pontificate about God’s sorrow, pain, 

and anger. To ensure that Hosea understood how God grieved 

over Israel’s spiritual adultery, God put Hosea in a prime-time 

reality show that had all of Israel talking. 

p. 2 

 

Then they say there are four stages to that: 

Stage 1: Your focus on God is distracted by something 

that appeals to you. You know you shouldn’t allow your 

attention to be taken away from God, but it seems harmless 

(and you’ll only do it for a moment). 

Stage 2: Your energies are diverted away from God. You 

spend your time and resources on something that actually 

interferes with the relationship between you and God. 

Stage 3: You might not intend to offend God, but your 

actions reveal an intentional rebellion against Him. You might 

be able to maintain a facade of spirituality, but your 

relationship with God has deteriorated due to your defiance. 

Stage 4: For a while, Gomer would sneak out of the house 

to meet with other men. But then there came a point when 

she had not even a shred of feeling for Hosea. She moved out. 

She deserted him entirely. That’s the final stage that occurs if 

you continue to give your affections to other people and things 

instead of to God. 

pp. 10-11 
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That is the way Satan works by causing us to rationalize and 

not start every day by being sure He is first and we are 

committed, available and ready for Him to use us. 

 

Now when we get to verse 6 remember this is the guy who 

said, “chop, chop, boom, boom, we are going to cut you into 

pieces and burn up your house.” He said some vicious things. 

In his anger he has said he will execute all of the wise men. 

Nebuchadnezzar is off the charts. Here is the same thing. He 

drew this up and the herald is just announcing it. 

 

v. 6 Whoever does not fall down and worship will 

immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.” 

 

“Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be 

thrown into a blazing furnace.”’ 

 

We might be wondering how he would get a blazing furnace 

out in the middle of the plains of Dura. He is going to smelt all 

of that metal. The blazing furnace has been going on for 

months and months while they built this gold image and the 

gold has to be pure because it is Nebuchadnezzar’s gold. It has 

to be beautiful and shine in the light. The furnace is well used 

all this time. 

 

Some kind of a goblet shape with a top where they can put the 

metal in so at the bottom it would come out purified. They 

could actually see into the furnace and that will set the stage 

for some things we’ll be talking about in the future. 
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When we get to this point, we might have assumed some 

things about this labor that was laborious. It keeps 

mentioning the orchestra and the officers. When we look at it, 

we look at it kind of like it is a dearth. There is really not a 

whole lot in here. The more we get into it, the more we realize 

it is awesome. The reason it seems like a dearth is because we 

don’t like to hear what we are hearing. We get uncomfortable 

because it is telling us about ourselves. 

 

That is what scripture is supposed to do. 

 

Jonathan Edwards said it best when he describes 

Nebuchadnezzar: 

 

(Strength For Today by John F. MacArthur)  

 

Renowned eighteenth-century theologian Jonathan 

Edwards said the following about the effect of the Fall on 

man: 

 

Sin, like some powerful astringent, contracted his soul to 

the very small dimensions of selfishness; and God was 

forsaken, and fellow-creatures forsaken, and man retired 

within himself, and became totally governed by narrow 

and selfish principles and feelings. Self-love became 

absolute master of his soul, and the more noble and 

spiritual principles of his being took wings and flew away. 

(November 13) 
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That is where we are. Now look at what happens.  

 

v. 7 Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the 

horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp and all kinds of music, 

all the peoples, nations and men of every language 

fell down and worshiped the image of gold that 

King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

 

“Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, flute, 

zither, lyre, harp and all kinds of music, all the peoples, 

nations and men of every language fell down and worshiped 

the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.” 

 

Three hundred thousand people in the dust, bowed on their 

faces. There are three men in that massive crowd and they are 

standing up like toothpicks. We can see the people around 

them asking them if they heard the music.  

 

“Come and get down or you are dead meat! Bow or burn, 

hurry!” They continue to stand there totally unmoved. 

 

All right, what do we think? Do we think when they heard 

those words they started whispering to each other? Well, when 

they are in Babylon, they do what they do. Certainly, in God’s 

sovereign plan, He has brought us to Babylon but not to 

torture us. 

 

We could think of all kinds of scenarios as to why we should 

compromise. Long before the plains of Dura, these three men 

made a commitment that they would walk with God and 
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nothing would stand in the way, not even the taking of their 

physical lives. 

 

We make those decisions long before we get in the mess and 

then we are going to stand for the glory of God because there 

is no negotiation. These men are solid and a shining example 

because they are determined to go to the Cross and to death. 

They want, with our precious Savior, to be able to say, 

“Tetelesti, It is finished. We have accomplished the work You 

have given us to do.” 

 

There is no room for compromise. Nebuchadnezzar’s law says, 

“You shall have no other gods before you. You are not to make 

an idol and bow down and worship it.”  

 

We’re not doing that! The three of them just stood there in 

silence, totally unmoved in the face of three hundred thousand 

people on their faces. 

 

When we do stuff for people over and over and they never say 

thank you, it gets us a little agitated.  

 

These stupid guys are out here at this occasion simply because 

Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego prayed and took 

away the execution. Now what do they get for their trouble? 

Here are the guys and they are smarting up and the reason 

they are is they are filled with jealousy and envy. That can 

nullify any feeling of gratitude quicker than anything else. 

 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



 25 

v. 8 At this time some astrologers came forward and 

denounced the Jews. 

 

“At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced 

the Jews.” 

 

The word “denounced” means to tear to pieces. They literally 

picked them to pieces. Short memories, uh?  

 

Ever met anybody who was a victim of jealousy? Do we think 

of Joseph and his brothers who sold him into Egypt? David 

spent 13 years running away from a jealous king who was 

trying to take his life. The hardest years of his life. 

 

Jesus Christ, through all of His public ministry, had to face 

the continuous jealousy of the religious establishment. The 

Scribes and the Pharisees wanted to kill Him. 

 

This is exactly what is happening here. These guys want to 

score brownie points with Nebuchadnezzar again and get back 

in his good graces so they show up. 

 

John Eldredge wrote: 

 

(Waking the Dead: The Glory of a Heart Fully Alive by John 

Eldredge)  

 

This statement was worth the price of the book: 

 To live in ignorance of spiritual warfare is the most naive 

and dangerous thing a person can do. It’s like skipping 
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through the worst part of town, late at night, waving your 

wallet above your head. It’s like walking into an al-Qaida 

training camp, wearing an “I love the United States” T-shirt. 

It’s like swimming with great white sharks, dressed as a 

wounded sea lion and smeared with blood. And let me tell you 

something: you don’t escape spiritual warfare simply because 

you choose not to believe it exists or because you refuse to 

fight it. 

p. 152 

 

Now what do they do?  

 

v. 9 They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live 

forever! 

 

“They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, ‘O king, live forever!” 

Have we heard that before? They are trying to get back in his 

good graces. “O king, live forever!”—“But we wish you were 

dead yesterday.”  

 

That is the way we felt the last time. They go through protocol 

to get back in his good graces and hoping they are going to get 

the job of these guys who are about to be toast in a few 

minutes. 

 

v. 10 You have issued a decree, O king, that everyone 

who hears the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, 

harp, pipes and all kinds of music must fall down 

and worship the image of gold, 
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“You have issued a decree, O king, that everyone who hears 

the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all 

kinds of music must fall down and worship the image of gold,” 

 

v. 11 and that whoever does not fall down and worship 

will be thrown into a blazing furnace. 

 

“and that whoever does not fall down and worship will be 

thrown into a blazing furnace.” 

 

Watch them turn their jealousy on the king himself and blame 

him for what has happened. 

 

v. 12 But there are some Jews whom you have set over 

the affairs of the province of Babylon—Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego—who pay no attention to 

you, O king. They neither serve your gods nor 

worship the image of gold you have set up.” 

 

“But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs 

of the province of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego—who pay no attention to you, O king. They neither 

serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set 

up.”’ 

 

“In your presence right now we are talking about your 

appointments and you appointed them” 

 

“over the affairs to the province of Babylon.”  
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There are three of them and their names are “Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego.” 

 

Now notice they say three things and the first is a LIE. These 

guys “pay no attention to you” and actually they were faithful 

in their jobs. This is not an issue of work. They did their work 

with diligence and to the best of their ability in this foreign 

culture and this administration. 

 

The next two are yes and they are to be proud of it. “They 

neither served your gods nor worshiped the image of gold that 

you have set up.” 

 

The curtain drops.  

 

We always have God things when we come to the end of the 

study. It is the most thrilling thing in the world to complete a 

study.  

 

Proverbs 4:25-27 (NLT) 

 

Look straight ahead, and fix your eyes on what lies before you. 

Mark out a straight path for your feet; then stick to the path 

and stay safe. Don’t get sidetracked; keep your feet from 

following evil. 

 

There are twelve lessons that come out of the text. 

 

Lesson #1: How quickly pride can rise up in our hearts and get 

our focus off of the Lord and on ourselves. 
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Lesson #2: Pride causes Nebuchadnezzar to think that he is 

invincible. 

 

Lesson #3: The summons that was given to all of the officials 

was for the dedication of the image mentioned both in verses 2 

& 3. The real purpose was so that all of them could “fall down 

and worship the image” (verse 5). 

 

Lesson #4: Music is used here to stir their emotions and cause 

them to respond to this command to “fall down and worship” 

(verse 5). 

 

Lesson #5: The “blazing furnace” reminds us of the lake of fire 

that will be the destiny of all those who do not have a 

relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

Lesson #6: Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego have the 

courage to stand when everybody else is falling on their face 

and worshiping the image. 

 

Lesson #7: Daniel had the courage to stand for his convictions 

with regard to dietary requirements in Daniel 1 and God 

granted his request. 

 

Lesson #8: Daniel’s example probably really encouraged 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in this courageous stand 

they have made in our passage today. 
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Lesson #9: Jealousy sure can blind you with regard to the real 

issues involved here. 

 

Lesson #10: These astrologers have forgotten that they are 

alive today because of Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, and 

Daniel’s prayers and interpretation of the dream of 

Nebuchadnezzar. 

 

Lesson #11: Jealousy fills your heart with murder and 

resentment. 

 

Lesson #12: Jealousy fills your heart with selfishness. These 

astrologers would like to have these three men out of the way 

so that they can have their positions in the government. 

 

Here’s a little story about an older gentleman who had been in 

ministry for many, many years: 

 

(How Great Thou Art: A Daily Devotional by Steve Halliday & 

William Travis)  

 

One day many years ago a distinguished man was unable 

to proceed in his journey because of a fierce storm. That night 

he was groaning in great mental distress and found himself 

unable to sleep. His pious servant said, “Master, do you not 

believe that God governed this world very well before you 

came into it?” 

“Yes,” was the reply. 

“And do you not believe that He will govern it very well 

after you leave it?” 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



 31 

“I have no doubt of it,” he answered. 

“Then, master, can you not believe that He will govern it 

all right while you are in it?” 

To this the man did not reply, but shortly afterwards 

turned over and went to sleep. 

Happy as they who enjoy a firm trust in God and His 

controlling providence! In great peace shall they possess their 

souls. Their best Friend sits at the helm of affairs and guides 

in such a way that all things shall work for their good. 

ROBERT BOYD 

(October 16) 

 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego had already made up their 

minds. They were going to glorify God no matter what the 

situation was in this foreign culture. What a powerful 

testimony they are and ready to trust God with their lives. 

 

Joni Eareckson Tada makes the neatest statement: 

 

(The God I Love by Joni Eareckson Tada)  

 

The God Ken and I were growing to love more and more 

was a paradox. He kept closing doors so we would find the 

open window. And always, the window had a much, much 

better view. 

p. 291 

 

Nancy Leigh DeMoss says: 

 

(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss)  
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You don’t want to surrender to God’s control? You won’t 

bow to His will in relation to your marriage, your morals, your 

attitudes, your tongue, your eating habits, your spending 

habits, or the way you spend your time? Then count on it—the 

very points on which you refuse to surrender will become 

“enemies” that rule over you—lust, greed, possessions, food, 

sloth, immorality, anger, etc. 

p. 43 

 

Satan knows this and that’s why he keeps us constantly on 

the edge of not being able to totally surrender to God and 

allow Him to be what he needs to be. 

 

This hymn fits well here as we close: 

 

WHEN WE SEE CHRIST 

 

Oft times the day seems long, our trials hard to bear,  

We’re tempted to complain, to murmur and despair;  

But Christ will soon appear to catch His bride away,  

All tears forever over in God’s eternal day. 

 

Chorus: 

It will be worth it all when we see Jesus,  

Life’s trials will seem so small when we see Christ;  

One glimpse of His dear face all sorrow will erase,  

So bravely run the race till we see Christ 

 

Sometimes the sky looks dark with not a ray of light,  
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We’re tossed and driven on, no human help in sight;  

But there is One in heav’n who knows our deepest care,  

Let Jesus solve your problem just go to Him in pray’r. 

 

Chorus 

 

Life’s day will soon be o’er, all storms forever past,  

We’ll cross the great divide to glory, safe at last; 

We’ll share the joys of heav’n—a harp, a home, a crown, 

The tempter will be banished, we’ll lay our burden down. 

 

Chorus 

 

(“When We See Christ” by Esther Kerr Rusthoi. The New 

Church Hymnal, Lexicon Music, Inc., 1976. #481. Copyright 

1941. Renewal 1969 by Howard Rusthoi. Assigned to 

Singspiration, Inc.) 

 

Father, we make that commitment to You. We are a group of 

people who really want Your blessing in our lives and we 

know that the key to that is obedience on our part. Purify our 

motives and our hearts, cleanse our thoughts and our deepest 

desires that they are completely in tune with what You want. 

Lord, because these three guys did that ahead of time, they 

stood out as an awesome witness to Your faithfulness and 

they could trust You fully and completely. May that be our 

story in the days that are before us. Thank You that we have 

had the privilege of studying Your Word. In Jesus’ name we 

pray. Amen. 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



 34 

A Practical Study of DANIEL 

 

“Our God Reigns” 

 

 

Study Number Five -- Daniel 3:1-12 

            NOTES 
v. 1 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, ninety feet high 

and nine feet wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the 

province of Babylon. 

v. 2 He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, 

treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial 

officials to come to the dedication of the image he had set up. 

v. 3 So the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, 

judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials assembled 

for the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set 

up, and they stood before it. 

v. 4 Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “This is what you are 

commanded to do, O peoples, nations and men of every language: 

v. 5 As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, 

harp, pipes and all kinds of music, you must fall down and worship 

the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 

v. 6 Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be 

thrown into a blazing furnace.” 

v. 7 Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, flute, 

zither, lyre, harp and all kinds of music, all the peoples, nations 

and men of every language fell down and worshiped the image of 

gold that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

v. 8 At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced 

the Jews. 

v. 9 They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 

v. 10 You have issued a decree, O king, that everyone who hears 

the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds 

of music must fall down and worship the image of gold, 

v. 11 and that whoever does not fall down and worship will be 

thrown into a blazing furnace. 

v. 12 But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs 

of the province of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—

who pay no attention to you, O king. They neither serve your gods 

nor worship the image of gold you have set up.” 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Daniel 3:1-12 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. Describe the action of King Nebuchadnezzar in verse 1. 

 

 

 

 

3. What does the king command that the people do, according 

to verse 5? 

 

 

 

 

4. What will happen to those who do not cooperate, according 

to verse 6? 

 

 

 

 

5. What did the people do, according to verse 7?  
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6. Describe what happened, according to verse 8. 

 

 

 

 

7. What did these astrologers say to the king in verses 10 & 

11? 

 

 

 

 

8. Summarize the astrologers’ accusations, according to verse 

12. 

 

 

 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: How quickly pride can rise up in our hearts and 

get our focus off of the Lord and on ourselves. 

 

LESSON #2: Pride causes Nebuchadnezzar to think that he is 

invincible. 

 

LESSON #3: The summons that was given to all of the 

officials was for the dedication of the image mentioned 

both in verses 2 & 3. The real purpose was so that all of 

them could “fall down and worship the image” (verse 5). 

 

LESSON #4: Music is used here to stir their emotions and 

cause them to respond to this command to “fall down and 

worship” (verse 5). 

 

LESSON #5: The “blazing furnace” reminds us of the lake of 

fire that will be the destiny of all those who do not have a 

relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

LESSON #6: Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego have the 

courage to stand when everybody else is falling on their 

face and worshiping the image. 
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LESSON #7: Daniel had the courage to stand for his 

convictions with regard to dietary requirements in Daniel 

1 and God granted his request. 

 

LESSON #8: Daniel’s example probably really encouraged 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in this courageous 

stand they have made in our passage today. 

 

LESSON #9: Jealousy sure can blind you with regard to the 

real issues involved here. 

 

LESSON #10: These astrologers have forgotten that they are 

alive today because of Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, and 

Daniel’s prayers and interpretation of the dream of 

Nebuchadnezzar. 

 

LESSON #11: Jealousy fills your heart with murder and 

resentment. 

 

LESSON #12: Jealousy fills your heart with selfishness. These 

astrologers would like to have these three men out of the 

way so that they can have their positions in the 

government. 
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