A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Six -- Daniel 3:13-30

We are into Episode Six.

Episode One opened in 605 B.C. when Nebuchadnezzar with
Babylonian forces came into Jerusalem and took some
hostages and also took some articles from the temple. They
went to Babylon and immediately enrolled our four heroes—
Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—in a school
whereby in three years they were to graduate in the literature
and language of Babylon. They were assured of a position in
the government of Babylon and all four of them have been
successful in that endeavor. Curtain dropped at the end of
Episode One.

Episode Two we went from the sublime to the ridiculous
because Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that bothered him. He
called all the brain trust to come and solve that dream. And
all of them said, “we can’t tell you the dream and the
interpretation of the dream. If you will tell us the dream, we
will tell you the interpretation.” The king said that was not
the way 1t was going to work.



After some negotiations the king got very angry and he
pronounced an edict that all of those guys were going to be

executed. Even though Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego weren’t there, they were included in that group.

Episode Three opens with Arioch, the man in charge of
executions, at their door. Daniel did several things. First, he
said, “take me to the king.” After he gets through with
Nebuchadnezzar, he calls his buddies and they begin to pray.
God reveals the dream and the interpretation of it and so they
end that study with praise to the Lord.

Episode Four we spent the whole time on the dream. He had a
head of gold, arms and chest of silver, belly and thighs of
brass and legs and feet of iron and clay. They represented the
four empires that were going to come. Nebuchadnezzar was
the head of gold. He was the beginning empire. Under that
would come Persia, Greece and Rome to follow. So, it was a
dramatic picture of history.

Episode Five, we were shocked by the conduct of
Nebuchadnezzar. We thought because he had this encounter
with God, in a sense he really could see that history was His
plan. Nebuchadnezzar didn’t buy that. He considered him
being the head of gold and he was immoral and in total and
complete control. So, he builds an 1image ninety feet high made
of gold and it 1s an image of himself. Nine feet thick and this
thing stood up on the plains of Dura as a spectacle.



Then, as the story ended, he invited everybody that was
anybody to come to the dedication service.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were among those who
were invited. Remember in chapter three there is no Daniel.
After this episode there is no Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego. We are saying goodbye to these guys for the rest of
our time in the study of the book of Daniel.

It came time then for Nebuchadnezzar to trick everybody and
say that they were going to be on their faces worshiping this
1mage or there is a fiery furnace here waiting for them.

As a result of that, these three guys stand while three
hundred thousand people were on their faces before that
lmage.

Immediately the astrologers—thanks guys, you got your life
back because Daniel interpreted the dream and now you turn
around and squeal to the King. As a result of that,
Nebuchadnezzar loses it and calls for these guys to come.

Now, just a couple things. Notice that these guys are always
mentioned together. They are never by themselves, Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego. That tells us something. They are
inter-related in their common commitment to God. They are
awesome and there 1s no weak link in the three of them.

These three not only stand together but they are silent and
non-violent with their steadfastness. They are doing what
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they know is right. Secondly, it is the right thing from God’s
perspective that they are doing what they are doing.

Thirdly, “Here I stand, God help me.” They are not going to
wince even though there are serious consequences
contemplated for them. They are making a statement about
what they are getting ready to do.

v. 13 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men
were brought before the king,

“Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought before the
king,”

They are committed to God and His plan and His work. Now
they have to go before a foreign dictator who 1s furious with
rage. Isn’t it amazing that a person like that could be in such
a high position of leadership and yet not have control of his
passions?

We have already seen him lose it in chapter two with regard
to that execution date for all of the brain trust of Babylon.
Here he goes again. He 1s very upset and angry.

What are these guys thinking? Here they are displaced. They
have grown up in Judea. Their lives were pretty stable and
secure in that land. They obviously came from godly homes



because of their personal convictions and their respect for
God. Now they are in a foreign country.

How are they feeling right now? Maybe a tad bit lonely.

Psalms 60:11, 12

Give us aid against the enemy, for the help of man is
worthless. With God we will gain the victory, and he will
trample down our enemies.

We think they feel alone from our human perspective. That is
really not the case. Usually at critical times in our life, we are
going to be more aware of the presence of God than we are at

any other time in our life.

Bill Bright in his book The Final Journey writes about when
he found out exactly when he was going to die. There was the
incredible peace of God but also the presence of God. He was
very much aware.

This verse fits here:

Isaiah 41:10

So do not fear, for I am with you; [don’t look around for help, 1
am your God and I will strengthen you] do not be dismayed,
for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will
uphold you with my righteous right hand. [I am there]



Then there 1s Moses after he comes down from that golden calf
scenario with Aaron:

Exodus 33:14

The LORD replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will
give you rest.”

Paul had the same experience in 2 Timothy 4, remember that?
Here he is all alone in the judicial systems of Rome and he
says, “yet the Lord stood by me. And He was there for me and
gave me strength. I found all I needed in Him.”

2 Timothy 4:17, 18

But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that
through me the proclamation might be fully accomplished,
and that all the Gentiles might hear; and I was rescued out of
the lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil
deed, and will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom; to
Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

In Our Daily Bread, David Roper says:

YOU ARE NEVER ALONE

Jesus 1s just as real today as He was when He walked on
this earth. Even though He doesn’t move among us physically,
by the Holy Spirit He is here, there, everywhere—a
continuous, living presence—outside of us and inside of us.
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That may be a terrifying thought for some. Perhaps you
don’t like yourself, or you're contemplating all the bad things
you’'ve done. Insecurity and sin can create a sense of fear,
awkwardness, and clumsiness in Jesus’ presence. But think of
what you know about Him.

Despite what you are or what you may have done, He
loves you (Romans 5:8; 1 John 4:7-11). He will never leave you
nor forsake you (John 14:18; Hebrews 13:5). Others may not
think much of you or invite you to spend time with them, but
Jesus does (Matthew 11:28). Others may not like the way you
look, but He looks at your heart (1 Samuel 16:7; Luke 24:38).
Others may think you’re a bother because you’re old and in
the way, but He will love you to the end (Romans 8:35-39).

Jesus loves you 1n spite of all the conditions that cause
others to turn away. He wants to change you to be like Him,
but He loves you as you are and will never abandon you. You
are family; you will never, ever be alone.

—David Roper
(October 20, year unknown)

Lord Jesus, thank You that You are alive, You are aware, You
are available and You are active in our life!

Now, don’t get nervous just because there are three guys
against three hundred thousand and a mad monarch. That
doesn’t mean they are going to lose in this deal, okay? Relax,
everything is going to be fine.

God 1s going to move in a marvelous way.



Romans 8:31

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who
1s against us?

1 Corinthians 15:57

but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.

v. 14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true,
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not
serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have
set up?

“and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is 1t true, Shadrach,

Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or
worship the image of gold I have set up?”

We saw that FIVE TIMES in our last study.
He 1s I, Me, and My. “Is 1t true?”

Those astrologers in verse 12 accused these guys of three
things:

1. “they are people who pay no attention to you, O King,”

2. “these guys do not serve your gods” and



3. “they do not worship the image of gold you have set up.”

Actually, the first one 1s not true. Remember that? These guys
do pay attention. These three guys were probably the finest
employees that Nebuchadnezzar had. During the time of their
administration and their work in the kingdom, these guys had
made their mark.

There was no issue about religion or their faith, it was their
work. They bore witness by their work and by the intensity of
their gifts and passions they brought to the table and
Nebuchadnezzar was impressed. He saw through what the
astrologers said because they were jealous over it and he cut it
down to the two things. These are the issues, there they are,
right on the table.

“Is 1t true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego that”

1. “you do not serve my gods” or

2.  “worship the image of gold I have set up?”

Of course they don’t answer this. Nebuchadnezzar can tell by
their silence that they are guilty but they are not defensive. So
1t 1s Interesting in their silence that they are standing there

with all the integrity they could have in their heart.

2 Chronicles 19:9




He gave them these orders: “You must serve faithfully and
wholeheartedly in the fear of the LORD.

That 1s exactly what these guys are doing.

Psalm 119:32

I run in the path of your commands, for you have set my heart
free.

Now there is an interesting thing that happens at verse 15.
Because Nebuchadnezzar really likes these guys and because
they have been such good employees, he wants to be sure that
he doesn’t do something premature in his anger. He wants to
let them off the hook if there 1s any way he can even though
they didn’t answer the question in verse 14, as far as the
record 1s concerned. When we get to verse 15 it says:

v. 15 Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute,
zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, if
you are ready to fall down and worship the image I
made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you
will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace.
Then what god will be able to rescue you from my

hand?”

“Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre,
harp, pipes and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall

down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do
not worship 1it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing
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furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my
hand?”

In other words, “I am going to give you a second chance at
this.”

Is this tough for those guys? They got through the first one
okay but, anytime Satan comes back and blindsides us with a
second opportunity. After we have experienced some of the
tough consequences of the decision we have made, 1s when we
are even more vulnerable.

This 1s really tough here. Because the king is saying, “Guys
this i1s a piece of cake. All you have to do is as soon as the
orchestra starts playing, get on your face and then get up
again and you have fulfilled the requirement and you guys are
not going to be ashes.”

He spells it out for them. “I am going to be very happy if you
are ready to get down and worship the image I have made.
But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately
into the blazing furnace.”

And the last question “. . .what god will be able to deliver you
from my hand?”

That 1s arrogance to say, “Guys, don’t do this and get thrown
in the furnace, is there a god around to get you out of this
mess? As far as I know there is not.” Nebuchadnezzar is
saying this.
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These guys are on a completely different page.
Nebuchadnezzar is not the one who controls their destiny.
How dangerous to make a statement like this. Just think of a
few other guys who did it.

What about Pharaoh? Remember when Aaron and Moses
came and said that the children of Israel are heading to the

land?

Exodus 5:2

Pharaoh said, “Who 1s the LORD, that I should obey him and
let Israel go? I do not know the LORD and I will not let Israel

b

go.

In other words, Pharaoh says, “NO, I don’t care what you say
about a god, I am not going to let them go.”

What ended up in that? They were buried along with all of
their armed forces in the bed of the Red Sea. That i1s basically
the bottom line. Don’t mess with God.

Remember Sennacherib? He was the king of Syria. Hezekiah
1s the king of the land and they came up and said, “Who has
ever delivered anybody from our hands and you are saying
your god can do 1t?”

What happened? One hundred and eighty-five corpses were
lying on the field of battle. The rest are in total disarray and
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going home. A few months later, even Sennacherib himself, is
murdered by his own son.

It 1s amazing when we're fighting against a God who has an
ultimate purpose, we are going to be in total misery and we
are going to pay an incredible price for it.

Nebuchadnezzar has not even been able to comprehend what
1s involved 1n his resistance.

We translated it this way: “What god, if any, is there?” In
other words, “who do you know that I don’t know?”

“Tante” Corrie ten Boom tells so many great little statements
that come out of her experience in the Nazi prison camps.

She prayed:

“Thank You Lord that You will strengthen us by
a dying Savior’s love, a risen Savior’s power, and
a ascended Savior’s prayer, and an eternal
Savior’s glory.”

(source unknown)

Thank you Lord for You have covered all the bases and things
are going to be just fine.

This 1s going to get good. Now we have gotten through the
mess so watch these guys.
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v. 16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the
king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend
ourselves before you in this matter.

“Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, “O
Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before
you 1n this matter.”

This 1s the first recorded response, even though they probably
acknowledged they were guilty on the other counts. Now when
we look at that it 1s like self-righteous or look. “We haven’t
done anything wrong and we don’t need to defend ourselves.”
That 1s not communicating what is being said.

What is being said is that any further talk is going to be a
waste of time. “We made a decision a long time ago and it
wasn’t just made a few minutes ago when we were supposed
to be on our faces. We made a decision many, many years ago
that this 1is what we are going to do. I can tell you, if you want
to keep on talking, it will not do you any good. If you want to
make it any shorter just bring it on, bring the furnace.”

“There 1s no wasting time with this. We are only wasting time
and words with this and you would not understand our
explanation, so why prolong this?”

We can write in big letters: THE ISSUE IS ALREADY
RESOLVED. This touches the living God of Heaven and that
area of our lives is non-negotiable! No wiggle room! No room
for deliberation!
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“We are not going to defend ourselves in this matter! Your

threat means nothing to us. It is God’s purpose that is being
unfolded.”

Contrary to Nebuchadnezzar’s own viewpoint, he is not in
control of their lives, even though he manifests that by what
he says.

J. Montgomery Boice made some awesome statements. Listen
to this because it 1s very constructive:

There are times in life when you do not want to debate
the pros and cons of a position. If you do, you will very likely
choose the wrong side. There are times when you have to
respond the right way and do the right thing instantly, or you
will probably fail the test.

(source unknown)

In other words, when we are faced with a decision and we
have prayed about it, the Spirit of God gives us peace in what
we know we ought to do, do it, and don’t delay. Delay always
leads to making compromises that we don’t want to be in a
position of making.

Every Sunday morning we wake up and we have a choice. If
the weather is bad that’s a reason for not coming. Or we have
gotten out of sorts with someone and we don’t want to face the
emotion so we're going to stay home. There are sixteen gillion
excuses but if we have made that decision, we are going to be
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there no matter what. See what we’re saying? That 1s what
delights the heart of God.

We could do ten times more than we are already doing with
our time i1f we made commitments. God says, “I want your
heart and your time and then we will worry about your
ministry later.”

It will make a dramatic change in our life and we shouldn’t
miss a day in His Word. It should be non-negotiable.

These guys have made that decision and now they are facing
physical death as a consequence of the decision and they are
not going to change. They are going to go right through with
1t. It 1s the same thing that happened in Acts 5:29 when the
early disciples were told, “don’t preach in the name of Christ”.
Remember what they said?

Acts 5:29

But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God
rather than men.

That 1s what makes this so beautiful. Here are three verses in
1 Peter and then we will go on further.

1 Peter 4:16

but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed,
but is to glorify God in this name.
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1 Peter 4:19

Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God
shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is
right.

1 Peter 5:10

After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace,
who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself
perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.

Peter knew that suffering was part of it. So, focus on the Lord
not the consequences.

These guys are going to be victorious. Focus on the Lord and
His purposes rather than on the price that we are paying.
Focus on the Lord and His purposes rather than the price
involved that we are paying in the circumstances.

There are a lot of things we could talk about at this point but
we need to move on.

This 1s Lance Armstrong. Here 1s a guy from a worldly
perspective that is saying some stuff Christians should say.
This 1s where we want to listen with instruction because here
1s a guy who knows how to suck it up and go for it. How to pay
a price in order to achieve a goal and how much better it
should be true to us as Christians.

17



(Every Second Counts by Lance Armstrong with Sally
Jenkins)

Listen to both these statements, they are good.:

What it teaches is this: pain is temporary. Quitting lasts
forever.

p. 4

But near-death cleared the decks, and what came after was a
bright, sparkling awareness: time is limited, so I better wake
up every morning fresh and know that I have just one chance
to live this particular day right, and to string my days
together into a life of action, and purpose.

p. 8

Wow that is a believer. “Let any man come after me and take
up his cross daily and follow Me.” In essence, he has
discovered the joy of life and cutting it down into daily
segments and living it to the fullest degree. We have every
reason to do that to the glory of God.

(Every Second Counts by Lance Armstrong with Sally
Jenkins)

Some losses are more tolerable than others, and some
things are unrecoverable, and the echelons of loss change in
crisis. It’s surprising what you can let go of, depending on the
clircumstances.

p. 59
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When we realize something is holding us back, we let go of it
in view of the circumstances.

Then he is friends with Sally who 1s a cancer survivor as well
and he says:

(Every Second Counts by Lance Armstrong with Sally
Jenkins)

Like Sally says, my house 1s burned, but I can see the sky.
p. 60

Those kinds of statements of perseverance, endurance and
being unshackled as a free spirit from all the things that will
cause a weaker person to throw up their hands and quit,
that’s not true.

John Ortberg makes this statement:

(If You Want to Walk on Water, You've Got to Get Out of the
Boat by John Ortberg)

Growth happens when you seek or exert control where
you are able to rather than giving up in difficult
circumstances. It happens when you decide to be wholly
faithful in a situation that you do not like and cannot
understand. It happens when you keep walking even though
you see the wind. Then you discover that, somehow, you are
not alone.
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p. 104

Dave Barry puts 1t like this: “All of us are born with a set of
instinctive fears: of falling, of the dark, of lobsters, of falling
on lobsters in the dark, of speaking before a Rotary Club, and
of the words: ‘some assembly required.”

p. 122

v. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God
we serve is able to save us from it, and he will
rescue us from your hand, O king.

“If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is
able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand,

O king.”

Now, we look at that and we can tell they have a lot of
confidence in God. But they don’t obligate God as to what He
1s going to do. A lot of people tell God, “If You will heal me of
my cancer or if You will give me back my marriage” they are
pivoting on this ball. They are saying, “Boy, God You do this
You will not believe what will happen. I'm going to turn it all
over to you God.”

God 1s not impressed with those kinds of prayers. It’s like,
“God i1f You come through then I will really score for You.”

These guys have none of that thinking in their mind. The God
we serve 1s able to do two things. He can make a double
rescue:
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1. He can “save us” from the furnace and
2.  He will “rescue us from your hand, O King.”

Now, stop and think about that. When we look at that
statement that is not an either or. Either way they go, they
will be rescued from the King’s hand.

Right now, if God chooses to deliver them from that furnace,
they are going to be delivered from his hand. If God chooses to
turn their bodies into ashes, they will immediately be with the
Lord and that is the ultimate deliverance.

That 1s exactly what Paul says finally at the end of that great
statement about being alone before them. He says, “God will
ultimately deliver me into His kingdom and I'll have joy and
rejoice.”

When we take the word “able” we attach it to unlimited power.

Philippians 4:13

I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.

Let’s look at two other verses:

Ephesians 3:20
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Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all
that we ask or think, according to the power that works within
us,

Jude 24

Now to Him who 1s able to keep you from stumbling, and to
make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with
great joy

Great statements with no limitations to His power.

It 1s interesting when we fast forward in the book of Daniel to
chapter 6, Daniel is in the lion’s den because Darius got
tricked and put him there. And Darius says to him, before he
goes to the den, “. . .May your God, whom you serve
continually, rescue you!” (ref. Daniel 6:16 NIV)

Then the next morning he has not had any sleep and he goes
out there and he says, “. .. Daniel, servant of the living God,
has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue

you from the lions?” (ref. Daniel 6:20 NIV)
Daniel answers and says he has had the greatest night’s sleep
he has ever had. God 1s able and there are no limitations with

the God we serve. He 1s the supreme authority.

“We are employed by you, Nebuchadnezzar but we are serving
Yahweh, the living God.”
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Isaiah 43:1, 2

But now, this i1s what the Lord says—he who created you, O
Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have
redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine.
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and
when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over
you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned;
the flames will not set you ablaze.

God 1s so faithful and so kind.

v. 18 But even if he does not, [as they are looking at the
furnace] we want you to know, O king, that we will
not serve your gods or worship the image of gold
you have set up.”

“But even 1if he does not, [as they are looking at the furnace]
we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods
or worship the image of gold you have set up.”

Bottom line, nothing has changed. They have said it, they
believe 1t and that settled it. Whatever the consequences are
going to be, they are ready.

Job 13:15

Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him; I will surely defend
my ways to his face.
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There 1s nothing like, “God if you take us through the furnace,
we will be Your faithful friends forever. No, that is not the
1ssue at all. We are going to glorify God in the midst of this no
matter what.”

Kay Arthur says:

(Search My Heart, O God: 365 Appointments with God by Kay
Arthur)

Lord, I cannot see Your plan for my life at this moment. I
do not understand exactly what You are working to
accomplish through my difficult situation. But in faith 1
chose to believe that You will cause all things to work
together for good.

p. 276

John Eldredge talks about a bumper sticker we can relate to:

(Waking the Dead: The Glory of a Heart Fully Alive by John
Eldredge)

“. .. Life never seems to turn out the way you think it will,
about 90 percent of the time.” No kidding. Haven’t we all got a
story that goes with that little bumper sticker?

p. 6

In trying to sort out our thinking, so we can relate to this
passage, let’s make some observations to help us think
seriously.
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1. The Lord sometimes delivers us from the furnace. That 1s
dramatic but He orchestrates circumstances to deliver us from
the furnaces 1n our lives

2. The Lord sometimes goes with us through the furnace.
That 1s, a lot of times He will manifest His presence in
faithfulness to go with you through the suffering.

So often the Lord would rather go with us through it than to
take us around it. It’s that great old hymn:

Must I be carried to the skies
on flowery beds of ease,
while others fought to win the prize
and sailed through bloody seas.
(source unknown)

God many times will take us through the valley of the shadow
and in it will demonstrate His faithfulness. We are going to
orow and we are going to mature as a result of that.

3. He will never leave you nor forsake you.

Hebrews 13:5

Make sure that your character is free from the love of money,

being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I
WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE
YOU,”
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v. 19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach;
Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward
them changed. He ordered the furnace heated
seven times hotter than usual

“Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed.”

He was so livid they could see it in his face, his face was
contorted and distorted with rage and anger for what they had
said.

“He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual’

When we lose our cool, we are probably going to do some
stupid things. If he really wanted to hurt those guys, why
didn’t he cool 1t down so it would prolong their agony? Instead;
he heats i1t up and they will be out of there in a matter of
seconds.

“the furnace 1s heated seven times hotter than usual”

(Be Quoted: From A to Z with Warren W. Wiersbe edited by
James R. Adair)

Unrighteous anger feeds the ego and produces the poison of

selfishness in the heart.
p. 15
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And we see that.

This 1s a great little story:

(What Ticks God Off: The Ways We Irritate God & What We
Can Do About It by Bruce Bickel & Stan Jantz)

Jim 1s normally a mild-mannered guy, but a few years ago
something happened in a grocery-store line that ticked him
off. There he was minding his own business, waiting to pay for
some milk and eggs, when the guy standing in line in front of
Jim casually turned around and said, “How about them Dogs?
Are they the greatest or what?”

Now there are a few things you need to know before we
continue our story. The “Dogs” the guy was referring to are
the Bulldogs, or more specifically, the Fresno State Bulldogs.
Like a lot of locals, we happen to think Fresno State is a fine
university, a great place to get a degree in agriculture,
criminology, or oenology, the science of making wine (those
three majors speak volumes about Fresno). But despite its
growing reputation and formidable local support, Fresno State
will probably never achieve the status enjoyed by California’s
big-time universities, such as Stanford and USC.

One area in which Fresno State has come close to the big
time 1s sports, specifically football. The Fresno State football
team has the reputation of being willing to play “anybody
anytime,” and sometimes they succeed at showing up a major

university on its home turf. Such was the case when Fresno
State beat USC in the 1993 Freedom Bowl. Nobody expected
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1t, but when the Bulldogs whipped the USC Trojans, a
perennial powerhouse, the city went delirious.

There’s one other tidbit of information that adds color to
our story about Jim and the guy in the grocery-store line. The
man who made the comment about the “Dogs” was wearing a
red Bulldog cap and a red Bulldog sweatshirt that was
stretched to its limits around his considerable girth. Jim, who
1s six-foot-four and built like a Navy Seal, was wearing a shirt
from his alma mater—USC.

Jim kindly agreed that it was quite an achievement, the
Bulldogs beating USC and all. But Mr. Bulldog couldn’t leave
1t alone. “Guess you USC guys aren’t so good after all,” he
said. Jim 1s a patient man, and he was quite willing to let the
buffoon in front of him in the grocery-store line revel in his
glory, but he had gone too far. Mr. Bulldog unleashed another
torrent of superlatives about how great Fresno State was and
how pathetic USC was, ending it by saying, “So, are you
wearing USC underwear under that sweatshirt?”

Very calmly, very quietly, Jim took one step forward and
said to the man, “No, actually, I'm wearing a Beretta 9mm
pistol, and you're really beginning to tick me off.”

Needless to say, Mr. Bulldog turned ashen, and the
grocery clerk stopped in midscan. Somehow she managed to
finish the transaction, and the man left quickly without
saying another word. As for Jim—who just happens to be the
chief criminologist for the Fresno County Sheriff’s
department—he paid for his milk and eggs and left, but not
before telling the clerk to have a nice day.

Though Jim would be the last person to compare himself
to God, we would like to make a comparison between Jim’s
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reaction to the nagging weasel in the grocery-store line and
God’s reaction to us when we insist on telling God how great
we are:

GOD IS TICKED OFF BY OUR PRIDE
pp. 41-42

There 1s incredible joy in that because we are controlling our
temper and making a point in a situation that ultimately
brings a lot of fun.

v. 20 and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in
his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace:

“and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to
tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into
the blazing furnace.”

v. 21 So these men, wearing their robes, trousers,
turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown
into the blazing furnace.

“So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and
other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing
furnace.”

Carolyn Custis James in her book says:

(When Life and Beliefs Collide by Carolyn Custis James)
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This 1s why it is so crucial for us to develop and test our
theology within earshot of the dying cries of Jesus. At the foot
of the cross, we begin to understand that God’s plan, shaped
and propelled by his love and goodness, includes pain and
tragedy—for Jesus and for us. Strange as it seems, God’s
goodness and love become more vivid in the tragedy itself.

p. 75

v. 22 The king’s command was so urgent and the
furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the
soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego,

“The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot
that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego,”

These fatalities right in front of them of men who are dying as
a consequence of his anger. So urgent, so hot, they die.

v. 23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the
blazing furnace.

“and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing
furnace.”

v. 24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in
amazement and asked his advisers, “Weren’t there
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three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?”
They replied, “Certainly, O king.”

“Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement
and asked his advisers, ‘Weren’t there three men that we tied
up and threw into the fire?” They replied, ‘Certainly, O king.”

v. 25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in
the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth
looks like a son of the gods.”

“He said, ‘Look! I see four men walking around in the fire,
unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the
gods.”

Psalm 118:21

I will give you thanks, for you answered me; you have become
my salvation.

There are five things that are there.
1. There were four people in the furnace instead of three.
2.  Not one of them was bound.

3. All four people were walking in the fire and nobody was
lying on the ground.

4. All four people were unhurt.
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5. The fourth person looked like a son of the gods.
The hymn “Walking in the Fire” fits here:

When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
The rivers of woe shall not thee overflow;
For I will be with thee thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.
(source unknown)

This 1s the pre-incarnate Christ that is here. The Lord Jesus
made 1t very clear—“I will never leave you nor forsake you.”

At times of our greatest needs, we will experience His
presence like never before. The only thing here is He 1s
actually there with them to protect them in the midst of the
furnace.

That gives us a lesson how He longs to be close to us.

Philip Yancey in his book Rumors From Another World says:

(Rumors of Another World by Philip Yancey)
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Once a week or so my church schedules a “Mom’s Night
Out,” with free baby-sitting for single mothers who need a
night off or mothers who simply want to spend an evening
with their husbands. Our pastor’s wife once happily took
advantage of this program to go out to dinner with her
husband. Later, when Peter, my pastor, went to pick up his
three-year-old son, the baby-sitter told him about one of the
games they had played. She had asked each of the
preschoolers what was Mommy’s favorite thing to do with
them. “You know what your son answered? He said that
Mommy’s favorite thing was to ‘clean me up.”

“In truth,” said Peter the next Sunday, “that isn’t Susan’s
favorite thing to do with her son. Cleaning him up is an excuse
to hold him. Absorbing the mess is just part of the process of
getting close. And it’s the same with God.”

p. 157

He does want to be close. He doesn’t want us to leave when we
take time to be with Him in our devotional time. He 1s like the
shepherd that gathers us close to His heart and wants to hold
us there. He longs for that personal relationship that so many:
of us miss because we are too busy to be still and really
experience Him and know Him as our God.

v. 26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of
the blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High
God, come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego came out of the fire,
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“Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing
furnace and shouted, ‘Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego,
servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” So
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire,”

Psalm 118:15

Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the righteous:
“The LORD’s right hand has done mighty things!

We are going to see four more things here.

v. 27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal
advisers crowded around them. They saw that the
fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of
their heads singed; their robes were not scorched,
and there was no smell of fire on them.

“and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers
crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed
their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes
were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them.”
They saw four things:

1. No bodies were blistered,

2.  No hair was singed,

3. No clothing was scorched, and
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4. No smell of smoke was on the Jews.

God had overwhelmingly demonstrated that there was a God
who could deliver these men of Israel out of Nebuchadnezzar’s
hands and he acknowledges this.

v. 28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God
of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent
his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in
him and defied the king’s command and were
willing to give up their lives rather than serve or
worship any god except their own God.

“Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego,”—not my god but the God
of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—“who has sent his angel
and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the
king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather
than serve or worship any god except their own God.”

Psalm 119:68

You are good, and what you do 1s good; teach me your decrees:

v. 29 Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or
language who say anything against the God of
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into
pieces and their houses be turned into piles of
rubble, for no other god can save in this way.”
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“Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language
who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into
piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way.”

Awesome statement.

v. 30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego in the province of Babylon.

“Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in
the province of Babylon.”

Goodbye heroes, that is the end of the story for Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego.

There are ten lessons that come out of that. Take time to
absorb them.

Lesson #1: Nebuchadnezzar has taught us how careful we
must be making decisions when we are angry.

Lesson #2: Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego did not waiver
one bit when the consequences of their devotion was going to
mean death.

Lesson #3: “O Sovereign Lord, you have begun to show to your
servant your greatness and your strong hand. For what god is
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there in heaven or on earth who can do the deeds and mighty
works you do?” (Deut. 3:24).

Lesson #4: Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego say, “If we are
thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to
save us from 1t” (verse 17).

Lesson #5: They say further, “even if he does not, we want you
to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship
the 1image of gold you have set up” (verse 18).

Lesson #6: Nebuchadnezzar does some really dumb things
because he has lost total control of his emotions.

Lesson #7: The consequence of his dumb actions cost the lives
of some of his soldiers.

Lesson #8: The Lord Jesus Christ goes with these three men
through the fiery furnace experience.

Lesson #9: Sometimes the Lord delivers us out of the fiery
furnace and sometimes He walks with us through the fiery
furnace.

Lesson #10: Nebuchadnezzar still has not responded to the
living God 1n spite of these dramatic happenings in the
previous studies.

Hebrews 11:34
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quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword,
from weakness were made strong, became mighty in war, put
foreign armies to flight.

Jot that down because 1t says who, by acts of faith, are
described as quenching the fury of the flame. Even though our
heroes are not mentioned, it 1s a reference to Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego. They are in the hall of faith in

Hebrews chapter 11.

Proverbs 3:5, 6

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your
own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he
will make your paths straight.

Joni Eareckson Tada says:

(The God I Love by Joni Eareckson Tada)

The chair 1s a gift after all. It’s still a passport to
adventure. And the best is yet to be.
p. 240

Kay Arthur says:

(Search My Heart, O God: 365 Appointments with God by Kay
Arthur)
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Lord God, I confess that I have tried to set my own terms
on our relationship. I have rebelled against Your
standards and wandered from the path of righteousness.
Forgive me, please. I return to rest under the shadow of
Your wings.

p. 395

Job 23:10

But he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, 1
will come forth as gold.

Let’s conclude our lesson with the words of Oswald Chambers:

(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss)

Surrender 1s not the surrender of
the external life, but of the will;
when that is done, all is done.
There are very few crises in life;
the great crisis is

the surrender of the will.
OSWALD CHAMBERS!

1. Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest, September 13.
p. 29

Lord, thank You that You have reminded us what it is to
stand unapologetic for what You have us do to glorify and
honor You. Help us to be found among those who are faithful
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and who are obedient to Your Word. In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.
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A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Six -- Daniel 3:13-30
NOTES

v. 13 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought before the king,
v. 14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the
image of gold I have set up?

v. 15 Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre,
harp, pipes and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and
worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you
will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will
be able to rescue you from my hand?”

v. 16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, “O
Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in
this matter.

v. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is
able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king.
v. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we
will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”
v. 19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He ordered the
furnace heated seven times hotter than usual

v. 20 and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie
up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the
blazing furnace.

v. 21 So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other
clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace.

v. 22 The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that
the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego,

v. 23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace.

v. 24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and
asked his advisers, “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and
threw into the fire?” They replied, “Certainly, O king.”
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Notes

v. 25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire,
unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.”
v. 26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing
furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of
the Most High God, come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego came out of the fire,

v. 27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded
around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor
was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and
there was no smell of fire on them.

v. 28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his
servants! They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and
were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any
god except their own God.

v. 29 Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who
say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be
cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no
other god can save in this way.”

v. 30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and

Abednego in the province of Babylon.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Daniel 3:13-30 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.

2. What does Nebuchadnezzar do, according to verse 13?
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3. What are the two choices outlined by the king, according to

verse 15?
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5. What do Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego have to say
7. Why 1s King Nebuchadnezzar shocked in verses 24 & 25?

4. How do Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego respond to the
about God in verses 17 & 18?

king in verse 16?
6. Describe Nebuchadnezzar’s actions in verses 19-21.

43



8. Describe how Nebuchadnezzar responds to this miraculous
manifestation in verses 28-30.

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: Nebuchadnezzar has taught us how careful we
must be making decisions when we are angry.

LESSON #2: Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego did not
waiver one bit when the consequences of their devotion
was going to mean death.

44



LESSON #3: “O Sovereign Lord, you have begun to show to your
servant your greatness and your strong hand. For what ged
1s there in heaven or on earth who can do the deeds and
mighty works you do?” (Deut. 3:24).

LESSON #4: Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego say, “If we are
thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to
save us from 1t” (verse 17).

LESSON #5: They say further, “even if he does not, we want
you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or
worship the image of gold you have set up” (verse 18).

LESSON #6: Nebuchadnezzar does some really dumb things
because he has lost total control of his emotions.

LESSON #7: The consequence of his dumb actions cost the
lives of some of his soldiers.

LESSON #8: The Lord Jesus Christ goes with these three men
through the fiery furnace experience.

LESSON #9: Sometimes the Lord delivers us out of the fiery
furnace and sometimes He walks with us through the
fiery furnace.

LESSON #10: Nebuchadnezzar still has not responded to the

living God 1n spite of these dramatic happenings in the
previous studies.
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