A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Ten -- Daniel 5:13-31

We are trying to understand what is going to take place. One
of the things we need to remember is that God 1s sovereign.

He told us in chapter 2 that the head of gold represented
Babylon and that Medo-Persia would be the chest and arms of
silver. Babylon is going to fall and in the process of it,
Belshazzar is going to lose his life as well.

In the scene from our last study, we were at 539 B.C. and
everything has been taken in the Babylonian Empire except
for the city of Babylon. Babylon was 14 miles square, had 350-
foot walls that were 87 feet thick, with the Euphrates River
running through the middle of the city.

They conjectured they could exist under hostage for twenty
years. They were not fearful and Belshazzar had a big party.
This party is either a religious festival or a party living in
denial because he must be aware that the Persians and their
army are just outside the gates. He chooses the party to do
some very ugly things.



One of the ugliest of them all was to desecrate articles that
were taken by his grandfather from the temple in Jerusalem.
He had his nobles, his wives and his concubines drink wine
from them at this massive cocktail party with some 1,000
people.

Following that, a hand came out and began writing on the
wall next to the lampstand. It wrote four words—*“Mene,
Mene, Tekel, Parsin.” Those are four Aramaic participles and
we will go over them 1in a minute.

The scene opens as his grandmother comes in when she hears
all of the noise going on. This is Nebuchadnezzar’s widow. She
says, “There 1s a man in your kingdom who can answer the
problem and his name 1s Daniel.”

Daniel is being summoned and we are ready to begin.

The interesting thing that happens when we do studies like
this 1s that if we go back and relate it to some of the
prophecies and the prophets, it will make it even more
miraculous and meaningful.

For instance, Jeremiah was the weeping prophet and he was
weeping over the fact Judah was finally going to go into
captivity to Babylon some seventy years ago.

This 1s what he said in;

Jeremiah 27:6, 7




Now I will hand all your countries over to my servant
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; I will make even the wild
animals subject to him. All nations will serve him and his son
and his grandson until the time for his land comes; then many
nations and great kings will subjugate him.

Son, Nabonidus, and grandson, Belshazzar, are both taken
out. Remember, Nabonidus 1s the father and Belshazzar 1s thé
son and they are in a co-regency relationship. Nabonidus has
been gone 10 of the 17 years and basically, Belshazzar has run
the city of Babylon. That is why he is on center stage.

Here are two statements from Isaiah that are very pregnant
with meaning and relate to what we are talking about. This is
700 years before when Isaiah i1s prophesying:

Isaiah 37:23

Who is it you have insulted and blasphemed? Against whom
have you raised your voice and lifted your eyes in pride?
Against the Holy One of Israel!

That 1s God asking Belshazzar what he has just gotten
through doing. He also drank to the 1dols.

Isaiah 45:16

All the makers of 1dols will be put to shame and disgraced;
they will go off into disgrace together.
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v. 13 So Daniel was brought before the king, and the
king said to him, “Are you Daniel, one of the exiles
my father the king brought from Judah?

“So Daniel was brought before the king, and the king said to
him, “Are you Daniel, one of the exiles my father the king
brought from Judah?”

This 1s the same song, third verse but is a lot louder and a lot
worse.

Nebuchadnezzar had him come 1n, remember, at the
interpretation of the big image. Then at the first of this study,
look at the tree. Here he 1s a third time.

Daniel is now 86 and he has been sitting on the sidelines for
23 years. There are times in our life when we are called upon
for a very special mission and God will use us in a unique way:
Then there are times in our life when it seems that nothing is
happening. It seems like life is just passing along and we are
not really doing anything significant from our point of view.
But God uses those still times to develop character.

These 23 years Daniel is sitting on the sidelines. Because as
soon as Nebuchadnezzar died, these guys didn’t have anything
to do with religion. Daniel was in Babylon but was certainly
never called on until this occasion to have anything to say.



With that in mind, isn’t it interesting that Belshazzar calls
him Daniel instead of Belteshazzar? It is probably because
Belteshazzar reminds him too much of Belshazzar and he
doesn’t want to mix that up. And secondly, he chooses to use
his religious name. This is done 1n a very belittling and
arrogant, derogatory way.

What does he say to him? He says, “Are you . . . one of the
exiles my father the king brought from Judah?”

In other words, “You are the scum of the earth.” We can tell
Belshazzar has nothing to do with the Living God of Judah.

Winston Churchill once pointed out:

(Going for the Max! by Max Cleland)

“To all of us comes that moment in life when we are literally
tapped on the shoulder to do a very special thing unique to
ourselves and our talents. What a pity if that moment finds us
unprepared.”

p. 22

Daniel is totally prepared and is a man on a mission. We are
going to be so proud of the way he handles this situation.

When Rick Husband died in the Columbia crash, one of the
crew trainers, Beth Vaan, said this about him:



(High Calling: The Courageous Life and Faith of Space
Shuttle Columbia Commander Rick Husband by Evelyn
Husband with Donna VanLiere)

... “He was just a very kind, very good man. Not to mention
he was just America. He’d walk in the room and you wanted te
say the Pledge of Allegiance. I mean he was Texas and apple
pie!”

p. 105

Those are people who have related to him and can pay tribute
to him in his death through the accident. These are the things
that come across.

After serving in the administration in Babylon for 66 years,
this man has earned some incredible integrity on the part of
most of the people.

Belshazzar does not reflect the impact of Daniel’s life and does
reflect the feeling of the majority.

v. 14 I have heard that the spirit of the gods is in you
and that you have insight, intelligence and
outstanding wisdom.

“I have heard that the spirit of the gods is in you and that you
have insight, intelligence and outstanding wisdom.”



When his grandmother was telling him about Daniel, she said
almost the same thing but she put in another word that is not
here. See what that word is as we read it one more time?

She said, “the spirit of the holy gods 1s in you.”

All Belshazzar wants on this occasion is the understanding
that there isn’t any special god any different than all the other
gods they have in Babylon. We won’t acknowledge a “Holy
God” and Daniel is going to start his address with a “Living
God” that 1s unique from all the others. He leaves out the
word “Holy.”

That i1s a little bit troubling. Here’s something that is
meaningful:

Do you realize in your life, the normal drift of your life i1s
never toward holiness? The normal drift of your life and mine
1s away from God. You are as close to Him tonight and as holy
tonight as you have determined you want to be because you
have taken time on a regular basis to be in His presence, to
read His Word and to follow His will and walk in that way.
That 1s the goal against the normal bent of us.

(source unknown)

Donald A. Carson put it this way:

Natural Drift from Holiness



People do not drift toward holiness. Apart from grace-driven
effort, people do not gravitate toward godliness, prayer,
obedience to Scripture, faith, and delight in the Lord.

We drift toward compromise and call it tolerance; we drift
toward disobedience and call it freedom; we drift toward
superstition and call it faith. We cherish the indiscipline of
lost self-control and call it relaxation; we slouch toward
prayerlessness and delude ourselves into thinking we have
escaped legalism; we slide toward godlessness and convince
ourselves we have been liberated.

Citation: D. A. Carson, quoted in “Reflections,” Christianity Today (7-31-06)
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
Elisabeth Elliot wrote:

(On Holy Ground: A Daily Devotional by Charles Stanley)

“God will never disappoint us. He loves us and has only
one purpose for us: holiness, which in His kingdom equals
joy.” Holiness 1s a priority with God. When we seek to be like
Christ, we seek holiness.

But to become holy, we must submit ourselves to the
shaping and molding of God’s loving hands. Clay cries out to
be molded into something of beauty. The Potter longs to mold
and shape your life. Allow Him to take whatever time He
needs to create in you joy and devotion of immeasurable
worth.



Heavenly Father, mold me into the likeness of Your Son. The
clay of my spiritual being cries out to be made into something
of beauty.

p. 240

Father God, give me the ability to say no to things that
ensnare. Clear my pathway of all that would trip and entrap.

Give me divine strength to say yes to Your principles.
p. 252

So it 1s interesting that he would leave out this word partly
because he doesn’t see a distinction between his gods and the
God of his grandfather, who came by way of Daniel being in
Babylon.

v. 15 The wise men and enchanters were brought before
me to read this writing and tell me what it means,
but they could not explain it.

“The wise men and enchanters were brought before me to read
this writing and tell me what it means, but they could not
explain 1t.”

He is at the height of total frustration and Daniel could have
interrupted and said that he should have listened to his
grandfather.

v. 16 Now I have heard that you are able to give
interpretations and to solve difficult problems. If you
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can read this writing and tell me what it means, you
will be clothed in purple and have a gold chain
placed around your neck, and you will be made the
third highest ruler in the kingdom.”

“Now I have heard that you are able to give interpretations
and to solve difficult problems. If you can read this writing
and tell me what it means, you will be clothed in purple and
have a gold chain placed around your neck, and you will be
made the third highest ruler in the kingdom.”

Remember, that 1s what he told the brain trust. “This 1s what
you are going to get if you can tell me what that writing is.
You look at those three things and they are not really very
valuable because tonight you are going to die.”

That 1s like being queen for a day. What is important about a
purple robe and being third in a kingdom that doesn’t exist
anymore?

The invasion is already coming in and up to the walls and will
be there any minute. His life is very short at this point in time
and yet he is making these promises.

Why did he say third in the kingdom? A test from our last
study.

Nabonidus 1s number one, Belshazzar 1s number two and all
he can offer 1s number three.
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When Pharaoh acted upon Joseph’s favorable interpretation of
those dreams, he made him second in command. If they are
first, they can always put the person who is interpreting right
under them. Belshazzar doesn’t have that right because his
father 1s the recognized authority and leader in this co-
regency.

v. 17 Then Daniel answered the king, “You may keep
your gifts for yourself and give your rewards to
someone else. Nevertheless, I will read the writing
for the king and tell him what it means.

“Then Daniel answered the king, ‘You may keep your gifts for
yourself and give your rewards to someone else. Nevertheless,
I will read the writing for the king and tell him what it
means.”

Why is he so brusque and abrupt? One of the things in
ministry, and a lot of people haven’t learned it, is that we
don’t manipulate people by our ministry or put a price on our
ministry to get material benefits.

Kenneth Gangel says:

As for the renouncing of gifts and rewards, the prophet
was simply keeping the atmosphere clear of any inappropriate
motives for what he was about to say. This reminds us of
Elisha’s refusal of Naaman’s gifts (2 Kgs. 5:15-16) and his
punishment of Gehazi when he accepted them. Then too, since
Daniel knew exactly what would happen to Babylon, the
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purple robe, gold chain, and number-three slot in the empire
meant nothing at all. One hundred percent of zero is still zero;
and that 1s exactly what Babylon would soon become. Keep in
mind that Daniel had retired. Even if Belshazzar’s empire had
continued, it seems unlikely he would have accepted these
gifts under any conditions.

(source unknown)

God 1s not inclined to be blessing people who always are
talking about money and people are beholden to them because
they do this. It is totally motivated with no sense of
responsibility, as a servant of Jesus Christ. We give of
ourselves free of that.

Now Daniel was not hoping for some numeration. He was
called, he did not make the decision to go be with Belshazzar
and gain some clout or influence in ministry out of it. No, he
was called late at night and so he goes and does this. There is
no honorarium. He 1s going to serve the God of the Universe
and that is the only reason he is there and to interpret the
dream for Belshazzar.

He 1s not moved by his personal desires in this matter for he
had not presented himself. The king had summoned him.

Is that surprising that he would come in so confident and
brusque?

This 1s from an email that went around for a while:
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Truly one of the best all time quotes came from a recent
interview with General Norman Schwartzkopf:

General Schwartzkopf was asked if he didn’t think there
was room for forgiveness toward the people who have
harbored and abetted the terrorists who perpetrated the 9/11
attacks on America.

His answer was classic Schwartzkopf. He said “I believe
that forgiving them i1s God’s function, my job is to arrange the
meeting.”

(source unknown)

v. 18 “O king, the Most High God gave your father
Nebuchadnezzar sovereignty and greatness and
glory and splendor.

“O king, the Most High God gave your father’—remember
father and grandfather are the same in the Hebrew text—
“Nebuchadnezzar sovereignty and greatness and glory and
splendor.”

As he addresses the king, who does he mention first?
“the Most High God”

He wants it understood that we are not talking about a god
like his gods but we are talking about “the Most High God.”

He 1s going to talk about his grandfather now and we can just
hear Belshazzar saying, “Come on, give me the four words and
tell me what they mean.”
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v. 19 Because of the high position he gave him, all the
peoples and nations and men of every language
dreaded and feared him. Those the king wanted to
put to death, he put to death; those he wanted to
spare, he spared; those he wanted to promote, he
promoted; and those he wanted to humble, he

humbled.

“Because of the high position he gave him, all the peoples and
nations and men of every language dreaded and feared him.
Those the king wanted to put to death, he put to death; those
he wanted to spare, he spared; those he wanted to promote, he
promoted; and those he wanted to humble, he humbled.”

In essence, he had the full freedom of sovereignty. God was
using him in a unique way to bring about discipline and
judgment on His people in the Southern Kingdom plus other
things He had in mind for Nebuchadnezzar to be the king.
This i1s the summation of his years of kingship.

We look at something like that and we realize how much a
problem that Nebuchadnezzar had with his pride. We talked
about that in chapter 4.

Ego in Charge

Ashleigh Brilliant, that odd vestige of the seventies who
scribbled his offbeat humor on hippie postcards, once penned:
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“All T ask of life is a constant and exaggerated sense of my
own importance.”

Citation: James D. Berkley, “Eleven-gallon Head,” Leadership Weekly (10-3-02)
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

That is a picture of our friend Nebuchadnezzar, before he had
the experience we talked about previously.

v. 20 But when his heart became arrogant and
hardened with pride, he was deposed from his royal
throne and stripped of his glory.

“But when his heart became arrogant and hardened with
pride, he was deposed from his royal throne and stripped of
his glory.”

We can read between the lines and why he is addressing this.
He 1s going to say, “The sovereign God is just the same and He
1s treating you the same way He treated your grandfather.
Because of your arrogant pride and total disregard, you are
going to be deposed too. You are going to be stripped of your
glory.”

v. 21 He was driven away from people and given the
mind of an animal; he lived with the wild donkeys
and ate grass like cattle; and his body was
drenched with the dew of heaven, until he
acknowledged that the Most High God is sovereign
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over the kingdoms of men and sets over them
anyone he wishes.

“He was driven away from people and given the mind of an
animal; he lived with the wild donkeys and ate grass like
cattle; and his body was drenched with the dew of heaven,
until he acknowledged that the Most High God is sovereign
over the kingdoms of men and sets over them anyone he
wishes.”

The key word 1s “until.”

The length of the trial 1s dependent upon the response to a
sovereign God who allowed it. The little word “until” indicates
the fact that it took seven years for Nebuchadnezzar to deal
with his pride.

Then he looked up to heaven and he recognized the
sovereignty of God and that solved the problem.

The other time 1s the word “when.” It 1s when we realize the
sovereignty of God, He will respond to our needs.

The challenge is, on a daily basis, for us to surrender to it.
Quit trying to come to Him with our plans and our agenda.
Quit looking for a joint venture. Come and lay it all on the
table and tell God, “I am going to trust You in all my ways and
I won’t lean on my own understanding. I want to go where
You want me to go, do what You want me to do, say what You
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want me to say. And when I go to bed at night, I want to go to
sleep in peace knowing I did what You wanted me to do.”

That 1s the way to make a lot of mileage with the Lord.

We can guess that Daniel built a high fence game preserve
and that is where Nebuchadnezzar actually lived and was
protected from being killed or hurt during that seven year
period. Out of deep love and devotion for Nebuchadnezzar, he
took over the reins of government. He had served all those
years under Nebuchadnezzar and he knew everything that
went on and he filled in until the time came when there was a
response.

“until he [Nebuchadnezzar] acknowledged that the Most High
God 1s sovereign over the kingdoms of men and sets over them
anyone he wishes.”

He has painted a beautiful picture of the sovereignty of God,
and 1t has hooks in i1it. We can just see Belshazzar squirming
and then Daniel brings it right home.

v. 22 “But you his son, O Belshazzar, have not humbled
yourself, though you knew all this.

“But you his son, O Belshazzar, have not humbled yourself,
though you knew all this.”

Now we understand why his face got pale, why his knees
started knocking, why he fell on his face when he saw the
17



writing on the wall. He already had a premonition in his head
that something like what happened to his grandfather was
going to happen to him.

We like to think that we are never going to die like everyone
else and we never get serious about the issues of how long our:
life 1s and what we have left to do.

Belshazzar thinks again that he i1s an exception.

Daniel said, “You have not humbled yourself and you haven’t
done it even though you knew all of this that I just got
through telling you. This is not something new to you. Your
pride and your arrogance have led you into this position of
dire straits that are going to be very difficult for you to
respond to.”

A Lethal Dose

Pride 1s a poison so very poisonous that it not only poisons the
virtues; it even poisons the other vices. . .. And we all do 1in
fact know that the primary sin of pride has this curiously
freezing and hardening effect upon the other sins.

Citation: G. K. Chesterton: “If I Had Only One Sermon to Preach” in As I Was Saying.
Christianity Today, Vol. 40, no. 11.
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

Philip Yancey has a book on rumors, and he uses Bill Clinton
as an illustration:
18



(Rumors of Another World by Philip Yancey)

Eventually, of course, Clinton weathered the storm and
served out his term. Some people remember him as the
Comeback Kid able to rebound from every crisis. Some
remember him as Slick Willie, the politician who prevaricated
about marijuana, Arkansas land deals, presidential pardons,
and the definition of the word sex. I remember a single image:
the most powerful man in the world, pale, flinching at some of
the questions, staring at the video camera like a wild animal
frozen in headlights.

“I am so sorry,” he said, fully conscious of the trauma he
had caused his family and nation, and the stain on his own
historical reputation. The leader of the world seemed its least
free citizen, a slave of passions, a man humbled by his
1nability to control basic urges.

p. 142

That graphically describes where Belshazzar is. He is like a
wild man and he is frozen in the headlights of the sovereignty
of God that is getting ready to act.

We can look at a study like this and say, “Boy, this is boring
history.” If we are someone who really wants to deal and be
prepared to meet God. We have to realize that this is one of
the ways we can meet Him, by living in arrogant pride with
an unwillingness to respond to God’s way of doing things. This
1s what we can expect because over and over again, the
scripture will make that clear.
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Mark Twain says it so well:

(A Treasury of Mark Twain edited by Edward Lewis and
Robert Myers)

It 1s not worth while to try to keep history from repeating
itself, for man’s character will always make the preventing of
the repetitions impossible.

p. 37

It 1s the pride and arrogance that does it.

v. 23 Instead, you have set yourself up against the Lord
of heaven. You had the goblets from his temple
brought to you, and you and your nobles, your
wives and your concubines drank wine from them.
You praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze,
iron, wood and stone, which cannot see or hear or
understand. But you did not honor the God who
holds in his hand your life and all your ways.

“Instead, you have set yourself up against the Lord of heaven.
You had the goblets from his temple brought to you, and you
and your nobles, your wives and your concubines drank wine
from them. You praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze,
1ron, wood and stone, which cannot see or hear or understand.
But you did not honor the God who holds in his hand your life
and all your ways.”
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“You are guilty because you did not respond to ‘the God who
holds in his hand your life and all your ways.”

Just a little insight—those vessels they drank out of—they
are going back to Jerusalem. This 1s the end of the seventy
years of captivity. Zerubbabel, Nehemiah, and Ezra are going
to take them back to Jerusalem. They are going back home
again even though they have been desecrated. They are going
to take them back where they belong and they will function in
the new rebuilt temple.

It 1s amazing to see how God works all the little details out.

Let’s pretend to be a judge for just a minute.

This 1s the summation of all that Daniel has said. This is
laying it out as clearly as possible for Belshazzar.

Daniel says, “Belshazzar, you are guilty on all SEVEN
COUNTS!”:

1. “you...have not humbled yourself,”
2.  “thought you knew all this,”
3. “you should set yourself up against the Lord of heaven,”

4. “you had the goblets from his temple brought to you,”
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5. “you and your nobles, your wives, and your concubines
drank wine from them,”
)

6. “you praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron,
wood and stone, which cannot see or hear or understand,” and

7. “you did not honor the God who holds in his hand your life
and all your ways.”

David Jeremiah says:

Not only did Daniel charge the king with premeditated
sin and profane sacrilege, but also with pagan sacrifice. He
told him, in front of the whole motley bunch of court followers;
“Belshazzar, you are a fool! You have taken God’s holy vessels
and lifted them up to praise false gods.”

God “holds 1n his hand your life and all your ways.” Job
said, “In his hand is the life of every creature and the breath
of all mankind” (Job 12:10). We breathe so naturally and
never think about it, but the day God decides he doesn’t want
us to breathe any longer, it’s all over. Our breath 1s in His
hand. Many people use the breath He gave them to curse His
name. How foolish it 1s for any of God’s creatures to mock the
Creator who 1s in charge!

(source unknown)

With the nature we have, we are born in that direction to be
rebels and to act in this way.
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Franklin Graham talks about his habit of going along and
picking up discarded cigarette butts. It became a potent
symbol of his rebellion against his family.

STUBBORN

Billy Graham’s son Franklin was something of a rebel when
he was growing up. When he was small, his dad was away a
lot, and Franklin often gave his mother trouble. Her
description of him was “stubborn but never villainous.”

“Franklin began smoking as a child by picking up
discarded cigarette butts, and it became a potent symbol of
rebellion. His mother at one point attempted aversion therapy
by making him smoke a whole pack, but she hadn’t reckoned
on his strength of will: ‘By the time I finished all 20,” he
writes, ‘I must have vomited five or six times . . . but it gave

me great satisfaction not to give in.”
[Time, May 13, 1996. Pages 68-69;]

(From InfoSearch 3.51)
We have a nature that way and so does Belshazzar.
Power of Temptation

This fall, for the first time in 47 years, the tuna are running
only 30 miles off Cape Cod. And they are biting! All you need
to catch one is a sharp hook and some bait. And the rewards
for doing so are substantial. Rumor has it that Japanese
buyers will pay $50,000 for a nice bluefin.
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That’s why many would-be fishermen are ignoring Coast
Guard warnings and heading out to sea in small boats. What
these new fishermen don’t realize is the problem is not
catching a tuna—the problem comes after they’re caught. On
September 23, the Christi Anne, a 19-foot boat, capsized while
doing battle with a tuna. That same day the 27-foot boat Basie
Instinct suffered the same fate, while Official Business, a 28-
footer, was swamped after it hooked onto a 600-pound tuna.
The tuna pulled it underwater.

These fishermen underestimated the power of the fish they
were trying to catch. That is what temptation does to us. It
takes us by surprise. It looks great on the surface. Only after
we hook into it do we discover its strength.

Citation: Kent Edwards, South Hamilton, Massachusetts;
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

That 1s what temptation does to us. It takes us by surprise. It
1s great on the surface but after we hook it, we discover its
strength.

When we mess with God, we wake up too late and that is
exactly what Belshazzar i1s doing. He has underestimated the
awesome power of the sovereignty of God.

Mark Twain never became a believer but listen to what he
said:
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(A Treasury of Mark Twain edited by Edward Lewis and
Robert Myers)

We do not deal much in facts when we are contemplating

ourselves.
p. 51

We don’t really want to address our pride. We don’t want to
address the fact that we have to be in control. We don’t want
to talk about it because that puts us under conviction and
makes us uncomfortable.

Belshazzar has underestimated the power of God and
overestimated his own power.

v. 24 Therefore he sent the hand that wrote the
inscription.

“Therefore he sent the hand that wrote the inscription.”

Now all of his suspicions have come true. God is the one who

sent and wrote those words on that wall. Standing there with
the seven counts of guilt ringing in his ears, Daniel gives the

rest of the message.

v. 25 “This is the inscription that was written: MENE,
MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN
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““This 1s the inscription that was written: MENE, MENE,
TEKEL, PARSIN”

There 1s one word repeated twice, “Mene, Mene.” Whenever
there 1s a prophecy repeated twice, it means the decision has
already been made and we cannot change it.

Often when Jesus wanted to make a very significant
statement He used, “Verily, Verily,” or “Truly, Truly,” or
“Amen, Amen I say unto you.” It is very important to
understand that. That is an invisible statement by a sovereign

God.

“Mene, Mene,” being repeated here, means “numbered” and
Daniel will expand on that.

The next word “Tekel,” we have a picture of the scales of
justice. God’s requirements on one side and Belshazzar’s life
on the other. Basically “Tekel” means that “you have been
welghed and you are too light.” In other words, “there is no
welght to bring the scale to balance in your life so therefore
you are judged.”

“Parsin” means divided. There will no longer be a single
kingdom. It 1s going to be divided. We will understand that in

the remaining verses.

With that basic overview, here he comes back to it.
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v. 26 “This is what these words mean: Mene: God has
numbered the days of your reign and brought it to
an end.

““This 1s what these words mean: Mene: God has numbered the
days of your reign and brought it to an end.”

“The decision has been made. God has numbered it and your
kingdom 1s brought to an end.”

We don’t read stuff like this and we don’t apply it to our
culture. When we realize that most of the men who were our
[America] founding fathers were evangelical believers and
they spoke and focused on God and their relationship with
Jesus Christ, it makes us recognize how far away we have
drifted.

We can’t say the pledge anymore or say the Lord’s Prayer in
school because it has God in 1it.

A child from Arizona wrote the prayer that i1s now acceptable
in our schools:

Now I sit me down 1n school
Where praying is against the rule
For this great nation under God
Finds mention of Him very odd.

If Scripture now the class recites,
It violates the Bill of Rights.
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And anytime my head I bow
Becomes a Federal matter now.

Our hair can be purple, orange or green,
That’s no offense: it’s a freedom scene.
The law 1s specific, the law 1s precise.
Prayers spoken aloud are a serious vice.

For praying in a public hall

Might offend someone with no faith at all.
In silence alone we must meditate,

God’s name 1s prohibited by the state.

We're allowed to cuss and dress like freaks,
And pierce our noses, tongues and cheeks.

They’ve outlawed guns, but FIRST the Bible.
To quote the Good Book make me liable.

We can elect a pregnant Senior Queen,

And the ‘unwed daddy,” our Senior King.

It’s “inappropriate” to teach right from wrong,
We're taught that such “judgments” do not belong.

We can get our condoms and birth controls,
Study witchceraft, vampires and totem poles.
But the Ten Commandments are not allowed,
No word of God must reach this crowd.

It’s scary here I must confess,
When chaos reigns the school’s a mess.
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So, Lord, this silent plea I make:
Should I be shot; My soul please take!
Amen.

(source unknown)

Amy Carmichael lived back in the early 1900s. She was a
missionary in India for years. She writes delightful
devotionals. This particular devotion is in Psalm 90.

Psalm 90:12

Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart
of wisdom.

This 1s what she says:

(Whispers of His Power by Amy Carmichael)

Some while ago I was given two big pieces of soap, and I
use both every day. For a good while I saw very little
difference in either, but gradually I saw that both were just a
little less. Of course one can’t at the same time both give and
keep, and soap i1s always giving. Every time you use it, it gives
you something of itself, so naturally it becomes less and less.

Did you ever think of life as a piece of soap? Every day,
hour, minute, it 1s giving you something of itself. Soon it will
have given all, and then there won’t be any more of it here.
When we are young we think things will go on just as they are
forever. But they don'’t.
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Next time you use your soap, will you think of David’s
prayer in Psalm 90:12?
p. 101

We are being used up as servants for the glory of God.
Naturally we become less and less from the standpoint of
earth’s perspective but greater and greater from the
standpoint of heaven’s perspective.

v. 27 Tekel: You have been weighed on the scales and
found wanting.

“Tekel: You have been weighed on the scales and found
wanting.”

(Love Beyond Reason by John Ortberg)

Your life has been evaluated Belshazzar and your life does not
measure up 1s the way we can look at that.

The God of the Bible is the God who notices. “O Lord, you
have searched me and known me,” the psalmist says. There 1s
not the smallest detail of your life that is not of immense
interest to God.

p. 34

God 1s very much aware and so for Belshazzar this is the next
word.

v. 28 Peres: Your kingdom is divided and given to the
Medes and Persians.”
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“Peres: Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and
Persians.”

This 1s just what Daniel 2 told us was going to happen.

v. 29 Then at Belshazzar’s command, Daniel was
clothed in purple, a gold chain was placed around
his neck, and he was proclaimed the third highest
ruler in the kingdom.

“Then at Belshazzar’s command, Daniel was clothed in purple;
a gold chain was placed around his neck, and he was
proclaimed the third highest ruler in the kingdom.”

After the interpretation has happened, Belshazzar is going to
do what he promised. Kings were put in a strange position
with the promises they made.

We are reminded of Matthew 14 when the daughter of
Herodias danced at Herod’s birthday party. He promised her
that she could have whatever she wanted. She asked for the
head of John the Baptist on a platter.

Matthew 14:9

And although he was grieved, the king commanded it to be
given because of his oaths, and because of his dinner guests.
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We don’t know how much Belshazzar is into what he i1s getting
ready to do here, to give Daniel symbols of power and
government.

God never makes a mistake. Daniel survives this invasion
because he is dressed in the accouterments of power and
government. When those guys came in, they realized that
Daniel could be really helpful in the new administration. And
1in God’s greater purpose, we are going to see him in the new
administration. Even though he is now in his late eighties, he
1s now functioning under the new empire and the kingdom
that 1s coming.

Daniel is clothed in purple, a gold chain placed around his
neck and he’s made the third highest in command—for about
an hour. That is just about as long as his authority is going to
last.

v. 30 That very night Belshazzar, king of the
Babylonians, was slain,

“That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was
slain,”

v. 31 and Darius the Mede took over the kingdom, at
the age of sixty-two.

“and Darius the Mede took over the kingdom, at the age of
sixty-two.”
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The banquet 1s over and the death has taken place.
Ray Charles on Living with Death in View

Three days after the death of Ray Charles, June 10, 2004, I
was clipping bits out of old Reader’s Digest issues. In the
March 2004 issue, headlining the Quotable Quotes page, Ray
Charles was cited from Esquire magazine as saying, “Live

every day like it’s your last, ‘cause one day you’re gonna be
right.”

Citation: Robert Grove, Manteno, Illinois; source: Reader’s Digest (March 2004, p. 63)
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
We're going to end with Nancy Leigh DeMoss:

(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss)

Mercifully, we are dealing with a Creator who is not only
sovereign, but also compassionate. God knew that if we tried
to run our own lives, we would reap misery and conflict, and
that our drive to be in control would render us hopelessly
enslaved and would ultimately destroy us. He knew that the

only hope for man was through surrender.
p. 37

The events in Daniel 5 illustrate that God is sovereign and He
moves toward His predetermined plans. Many times the
painful process in our lives is to get on the same page with
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Him and to understand what He is doing and to cooperate
fully.

Here are a few closing thoughts.

(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss)

The person who has never acknowledged Christ’s right to
rule over his life has no basis for assurance of salvation. He
may claim to be a Christian; he may have walked an aisle or
prayed the sinner’s prayer; he may know how to speak
“Christianese”; he may be heavily involved in Christian
activities; but if he thinks he can have a relationship with God
by retaining control over his life and somehow trying to fit
Jesus 1n with everything else, he i1s deceived and is still at wag
with God.

Sadly, for the past 150 years or more, evangelicalism has
developed a theology that offers assurance of salvation to
almost anyone who prays a prayer or “make a decision for
Christ,” even though he may still be clinging to his rights,
holding on to his sin, and bent on running his own life. The

Scripture does not recognize such a profession as genuine.
p. 54

(Each New Day by Corrie ten Boom)

Lord Jesus, thank you that in life and in death I belong to you.
Hallelujah!
p. 59
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(Experiencing God Day-By-Day: The Devotional and Journal
by Henry T. Blackaby and Richard Blackaby)

Seek to bring every physical desire under the control of the
Holy Spirit so that nothing will impede your accomplishing
what Jesus asks of you.

p. 85

(Love Beyond Reason by John Ortberg)

I was reminded of that story of The Bear. Remember the bear
that was a little cub and was orphaned and the Kodiak bear
adopted it. You feared for the little bear. He was so dependent
and you thought he was going to die. The cub survives, but the
viewer knows that his long-term chances are nil. Then the
unexpected happens. The little cub gets more or less adopted
by an enormous Kodiak. This giant is always watching over
the cub. He protects it from a mountain lion that has been
stalking him. He teaches the cub how to be a bear. Everything
the father bear does, the cub 1mitates: he waddles in a stream
and stabs at fish like the daddy bear, he stands on two legs
and scratches his back against a tree as he’s seen his father
do. You watch this and are filled with hope—the cub has a
future. He’s going to live.

One day they get separated. The little bear can’t see his
father anywhere. The mountain lion has never forgotten the
cub and now finally sees his opportunity. He comes swiftly,
silently, face-to-face with the cub; he 1s about to spring. The
little bear does what he has seen his father do: he rears up on
his hind legs, lifts his paws, and tries to growl fiercely, but the
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best he can manage 1s a frightened squeak. The mountain lion
1s not convinced. Both the cub and his attacker know he is
about to die.

The camera focuses on the mountain lion, whose face
suddenly registers a look of fear. He stops snarling, turns, and
slinks away.

The camera returns to the cub. He 1s as surprised as
anyone watching. Could the growl have worked so well? But
then the camera pans back, and we see what we did not know
was there; we see what the little bear cannot. Behind that
little bear is the great Kodiak, standing on his hind legs, his
massive body poised to save his son with a single swipe.

Big paws. Fierce growl.

Then we know. The little bear had nothing to worry
about. The cub couldn’t see him or hear him, but the father
was there all the time. That forest was a perfectly safe place
for the little cub to be. The father could be trusted, even when
he seemed to be absent.
pp. 166-67

That 1s exactly the way God 1s with us. We are a very special
treasure to Him as His child. He wants total and complete
control of our life and to lead us in paths of His choosing.

Here’s an important thought:

The person who will not command his or her thoughts will
soon lose command of his or her actions.
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Satan knows if we have wrong thoughts, it 1s going to lead to
wrong actions. And that is exactly what he wants from each of
us.

The stuff that went on in Belshazzar’s life is the fruitage of
wrong thinking and that wrong thinking has led to wrong
action.

Here are the lessons from our text:

Lesson #1: Daniel finds that God can still use him in his
senior years.

Lesson #2: This 1s the third time that the wise men and
enchanters, the astrologers and all the rest of the brain-trust
have been unable to interpret spiritual things.

Lesson #3: Daniel does not want anything to do with the
favors that have been promised to him lest it affect his
interpretation and motivation for giving the meaning of the
handwriting on the wall.

Lesson #4: It 1s “the Most High God” who gave
Nebuchadnezzar his “sovereignty,” “greatness,
“splendor” (verse 18).

2«

glory,” and

Lesson #5: Nebuchadnezzar was judged because he became
“arrogant and hardened with pride” (verse 20).
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Lesson #6: Following the discipline, Nebuchadnezzar
“acknowledged that the Most High God is sovereign over the
kingdoms of men and sets over them anyone he wishes” (verse
21).

Lesson #7: Belshazzar “knew all this” but he refused to
humble himself before “the Most High God” (verse 22).

Lesson #8: Belshazzar is guilty on seven counts: (1) he has
“not humbled” himself; (2) he “knew all this” about
Nebuchadnezzar; (3) he “set [himself] up against the Lord of
heaven”; (4) he used the “goblets from [the Lord’s] temple”; (5)
he “drank” from those sacred goblets; (6) he “praised the gods
of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone”; and (7) he
“did not honor the God who holds in his hand [his] life and all
[his] ways” (verses 22 & 23).

Lesson #9: God does “hold in his hand” our lives and “all [our]
ways’ (verse 23).

Lesson #10: “God has numbered the days” of Belshazzar’s
kingdom and “brought it to an end” (verse 26).

Lesson #11: He had “been weighed on the scales and found
wanting” (verse 27).

Lesson #12: His “kingdom is divided and given to the Medes
and Persians” (verse 28).

38



Lesson #13: The gifts given by Belshazzar to Daniel would be
of no value with the coming of the morning light. And so it is
with those who love the world and the things that are in the
world.

Lesson #14: “That very night Belshazzar, king of the
Babylonians, was slain” (verse 30).

Michelle McKinney wrote this beautiful prayer that we will
end with:

(Get Over It and On With It! by Michelle McKinney
Hammond)

Dear heavenly Father, I stand before You greatly in need
of Your help. I have struggled and wrestled with my own life,
in my own strength, long enough. I am unable to find solutions
to my problems, to fill the gaping void in my life. I am in need
of wisdom, solace, a Redeemer. I fully understand that I am a
sinner in need of grace and that you have paid the price for my
failings with the blood of Your own Son. I ask that You forgive
my sin, that You wash me, cleanse me, and make me
acceptable in Your sight. I want to be in right relationship with
You. Jesus, I accept the payment You made for my salvation,
and I ask You to become my Savior and Lord. I believe in my
heart and now confess with my mouth that You are indeed
Lord. I can no longer chart my own course. I willingly choose
to yield to Your direction. I now release and place all my
burdens in Your hands, and I place my trust in You. Grant me
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wisdom and the strength to follow your leading. In Jesus’

name I pray. Amen.
p. 221

Father, thank You for the chance to look at this very sobering
chapter. Thank You that we are at complete peace and
comfort, knowing how You have handled this situation in
accordance with Your righteousness and Your justice. We just
thank You for the fact that You do have a sovereign plan for
our lives. You are there as our great provider and our great
protector as well. Greater 1s He that 1s in us than he that 1s in
the world. Thank You for the victory that is in store as we
continually release the control of our lives into Your hands. In
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Ten -- Daniel 5:13-31

v. 13 So Daniel was brought before the king, and the king said to
him, “Are you Daniel, one of the exiles my father the king brought
from Judah?

v. 14 I have heard that the spirit of the gods is in you and that you
have insight, intelligence and outstanding wisdom.

v. 15 The wise men and enchanters were brought before me to read
this writing and tell me what it means, but they could not explain
it.

v. 16 Now I have heard that you are able to give interpretations
and to solve difficult problems. If you can read this writing and tell
me what it means, you will be clothed in purple and have a gold
chain placed around your neck, and you will be made the third
highest ruler in the kingdom.”

v. 17 Then Daniel answered the king, “You may keep your gifts for
yourself and give your rewards to someone else. Nevertheless, I
will read the writing for the king and tell him what it means.

v. 18 “O king, the Most High God gave your father
Nebuchadnezzar sovereignty and greatness and glory and
splendor.

v. 19 Because of the high position he gave him, all the peoples and
nations and men of every language dreaded and feared him. Those
the king wanted to put to death, he put to death; those he wanted
to spare, he spared; those he wanted to promote, he promoted; and
those he wanted to humble, he humbled.

v. 20 But when his heart became arrogant and hardened with
pride, he was deposed from his royal throne and stripped of his

glory.
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v. 21 He was driven away from people and given the mind of an
animal; he lived with the wild donkeys and ate grass like cattle;
and his body was drenched with the dew of heaven, until he
acknowledged that the Most High God is sovereign over the
kingdoms of men and sets over them anyone he wishes.

v. 22 “But you his son, O Belshazzar, have not humbled yourself,
though you knew all this.

v. 23 Instead, you have set yourself up against the Lord of heaven.
You had the goblets from his temple brought to you, and you and
your nobles, your wives and your concubines drank wine from
them. You praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood
and stone, which cannot see or hear or understand. But you did
not honor the God who holds in his hand your life and all your
ways.

v. 24 Therefore he sent the hand that wrote the inscription.

v. 25 “This is the inscription that was written: MENE, MENE,
TEKEL, PARSIN

v. 26 “This 1s what these words mean: Mene: God has numbered
the days of your reign and brought it to an end.

v. 27 Tekel: You have been weighed on the scales and found
wanting.

v. 28 Peres: Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and
Persians.”

v. 29 Then at Belshazzar’s command, Daniel was clothed in purple,
a gold chain was placed around his neck, and he was proclaimed
the third highest ruler in the kingdom.

v. 30 That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was
slain,

v. 31 and Darius the Mede took over the kingdom, at the age of
sixty-two.
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QUESTIONS:

1. Read Daniel 5:13-31 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.

2. What four things does the king say about Daniel in
verse 147

3. How does Daniel respond to the king in verse 177

4. What is the king’s problem, according to verse 227

5. What does the Lord hold in His hand, according to
verse 237
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6. What three things are said about the king and his
9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

kingdom in verses 26-28?
10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

7. How did the king respond, according to verse 29?
8. What happened to the king, according to verse 307
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: Daniel finds that God can still use him in his
senior years.

LESSON #2: This 1s the third time that the wise men and
enchanters, the astrologers and all the rest of the brain-
trust have been unable to interpret spiritual things.

LESSON #3: Daniel does not want anything to do with the
favors that have been promised to him lest i1t affect his
interpretation and motivation for giving the meaning of
the handwriting on the wall.

LESSON #4: It 1s “the Most High God” who gave
Nebuchadnezzar his “sovereignty,” “greatness,
and “splendor” (verse 18).

b1

glory,”

LESSON #5: Nebuchadnezzar was judged because he became
“arrogant and hardened with pride” (verse 20).

LESSON #6: Following the discipline, Nebuchadnezzar
“acknowledged that the Most High God 1s sovereign over
the kingdoms of men and sets over them anyone he
wishes” (verse 21).
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LESSON #7: Belshazzar “knew all this” but he refused to
humble himself before “the Most High God” (verse 22).

LESSON #8: Belshazzar 1s guilty on seven counts: (1) he has
“not humbled” himself; (2) he “knew all this” about
Nebuchadnezzar; (3) he “set [himself] up against the
Lord of heaven”; (4) he used the “goblets from [the Lord’s]
temple”; (5) he “drank” from those sacred goblets; (6) he
“praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood
and stone”; and (7) he “did not honor the God who holds in
his hand [his] life and all [his] ways” (verses 22 & 23).

LESSON #9: God does “hold 1in his hand” our lives and “all
[our] ways” (verse 23).

LESSON #10: “God has numbered the days” of Belshazzar’s
kingdom and “brought it to an end” (verse 26).

LESSON #11: He had “been weighed on the scales and found
wanting” (verse 27).

LESSON #12: His “kingdom 1s divided and given to the Medes
and Persians” (verse 28).

LESSON #13: The gifts given by Belshazzar to Daniel would
be of no value with the coming of the morning light. And
so 1t 1s with those who love the world and the things that
are in the world.
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“That very night Belshazzar, king of the

Babylonians, was slain” (verse 30).

LESSON #14





