A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Eleven -- Daniel 6:1-9

Ephesians 4:27

and do not give the Devil a foothold . . .

What is a foothold? In one dictionary it describes a “foothold”
as a staging area for future attacks.

Many times in our lives, instead of addressing things on a
daily basis and working through things, they pile up and the
devil has a stronghold or foothold and he stages future attacks
from that weakness he has already established.

The Babylonian Empire fell. The last two verses we read in
Daniel 5 were as follows:

Daniel 5:30, 31

That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was
slain, and Darius the Mede took over the kingdom, at the age
of sixty-two.



When this happened, Belshazzar lost his life but his father
survived. He was not in the city when all this happened. The
city of Babylon continues to go on and is a part of the new
empire. It is no longer the Babylonian Empire and everything
1s controlled by the Medo-Persians.

That fall was October 12, 539 B.C.
The questions we ask ourself is:

In the midst of a regime change like this, with blood flying
everywhere, how 1s it that Daniel survived?

Daniel 1s 86 years old on this October night and what are the
things that allowed him to continue to exist? Just think about
1t for a minute.

One of the things we can always count on, when we go
through a crisis, God has some greater plan than the one we
are considering. This is a God thing and we cannot explain
fully how Daniel made it through this thing. The invading
forces are converging on the city of Babylon. Belshazzar, who
he 1s working with, is murdered on that very night.

The second thing that is so crucial is that Belshazzar played a
part in Daniel’s survival. He gave him a gold chain, a purple
robe and placed him third in the administration.

When the soldiers came in and saw Daniel, they realized that
he had to be very high in the administration. When there’s an
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invading army coming into the area, one of the first things
they want to do is put down any rebellion and to get local
leadership.

That 1s exactly what is happening in parts of the world. There
are those who are trying to get people to go on by themselves
and be organized and established. How better to do that than
to take some guy who was high in the previous administration
and who had a sixty-six-year resume of government service?
Who is better qualified to fit this?

Daniel 1s that guy. He 1s a peaceful transition. Daniel’s going
to play a very critical part in that. It’s exciting to see how
sometimes events occur one right after the other. At first we
don’t see the relationship but when we back off from it, we can
see God still has His hand on Daniel and is getting ready to
use him.

Daniel has spent a lot of his life in these pagan courts. When
we go back and look at it—he served first with
Nebuchadnezzar from 605 B.C. until Nebuchadnezzar died.
Then there was that 23-year period when all the other guys
who followed Nebuchadnezzar didn’t last very long. None of
them consulted Daniel and were forced into a premature
retirement for 23 years. Then he comes on center stage to
Belshazzar to interpret the dream—the hand writing on the
wall.

Now he 1s going to serve in the new administration under
Darius and Cyrus.



Daniel is probably 88 years old because it has taken a couple
of years for them to put this all together.

Daniel lived long, he loved the Lord and he laid it all on the
line. This passage will make us appreciate who Daniel really
1S.

We are going to stop at verse 9 because we are going to come
back in our next study and see if Daniel survives the lion’s
den. He 1s not just some little boy in there petting the lions.
He 1s just about 90 years old when this happens.

v. 1 It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule
throughout the kingdom,

“It pleased Darius”—he 1s just 62 and has taken over—“to
appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom,”

What is a satrap? A satrap means “protector of the kingdom.”

We can think in terms of what Darius did. He divided the
whole empire into counties and he came up with a figure of
120. These guys are basically governors of all these counties in
the empire. It also tells us that they are going to rule
throughout the kingdom. He set it up this way so they could
put down any rebellion.



v. 2 with three administrators over them, one of whom
was Daniel. The satraps were made accountable to
them so that the king might not suffer loss.

“with three administrators over them, one of whom was
Daniel. The satraps were made accountable to them so that
the king might not suffer loss.”

What is the structure? We have Darius, three presidents
under him and then we have 120 satraps who are the
governors over all these counties. The 120 satraps are
accountable to the three presidents.

If we divide 120 by 3, we get 40. Darius had 40 satraps under
each governor.

When God takes over, He does exceedingly abundant, even
when we come through really tough times like a change of the
empire.

Where was Daniel in our last study? He is elevated to third in
the kingdom. Where is he now? He is one of three but the
problem 1s going to come because he is going to be one of one.
He 1s going to become the Prime Minister of Medo-Persia. He
1s going to pay for it as we will see in just a minute.

It says they are accountable to the king so that he “might not
suffer loss.”

These governors are responsible for two things:
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1. They have to hold down rebellion and
2. They have to collect the taxes.

These three men are in charge of homeland security and the
IRS. That is basically it. That is their job.

There was so much creed and graft in these empires that a lot
of times the tax money would never get back to the king. They
have to be loyal men who will not over-tax or under-tax or try
to take personal benefit from their work and their privilege
and who can be trusted to take care of the taxation and alert
the military of any potential rebellion or riot that would take
place in the kingdom. That is basically the structure we have
here.

v. 3 Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the
administrators and the satraps by his exceptional
qualities that the king planned to set him over the
whole kingdom.

“Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the
administrators and the satraps by his exceptional qualities
that the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom.”

One thing Darius needs to learn is don’t spill the beans before
you're ready with the decision to make an announcement.
What he did was, running around with those three presidents,
say that this Daniel is one cool dude.
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The three presidents responded and were saying that Daniel
was nearly ninety years old and he 1s a factory reject because
he came over as an exile from Judah anyway. There is this
terrible tension going on.

Ever seen any kind of favoritism and tension like this in the
scripture? Study the life of Joseph and see the father going
around telling his 12 sons that Joseph can do no wrong. What
happens? Joseph gets sold into Egypt because of the rebellion
and hatred toward him because he has this privileged place.

All of this i1s being set up for Daniel to face this same thing.
Before we get to that in the study, there are some loaded
words here. Notice Daniel “distinguished” himself among the
others.

We should ask ourselves, “How would I distinguish myself

among other clergy? How would you distinguish yourself in
your business or in your parenting or in your profession?”

With three “Ps”:
1. PLAN,
2. PREPARE, and

3. PROACTIVE.



We plan in the presence of the Lord. We prepare, knowing
what the plan i1s. Then we are proactive in the fact that we are
moving in the direction that the Lord 1s leading us without
having hesitation, without worrying. Just moving ahead and

confident that He will open up the doors and He will be
faithful.

Proverbs 3:5, 6

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your
own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he
will make your paths straight.

We can trust in Him with all of our heart and He will make
our paths straight.

Daniel did that. He distinguished himself as a man who was
working hard and working well and had an excellent attitude.
He really loved what he was doing and he knew what he was
doing because he had been doing it for sixty something years.

The next statement says, “by his exceptional qualities.” What
1s 1t that makes a person exceptional? What are the qualities
that make someone very special in God’s sight?

If we want to really understand this, just read how God
commends Job in chapter 1. Here was a man with this kind of
spirit who “honors Me” and God just goes on and on, outlining
for Satan what makes Job so special.



He has formulated his convictions in his relationship to his
living God. He will not come off of those. He won’t
compromise. He is a man who like Martin Luther would say,
“Here I stand, God help me.”

He “DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF” by his “EXCEPTIONAL
QUALITIES” of which are the following SIX:

1. CONVICTIONS,

2. CHARACTER,

3. COURAGE,

4. HUMILITY,

5. LOYALTY, and

6. SERVANTHOOD.

These six things are what distinguished him and gave him the
privilege that he has and is being quickly promoted to the top

place. Darius is impressed.

We have already seen this. He purposed in his heart that he
would not eat the king’s meat.

CONVICTIONS—We see 1t 1n his three buddies—Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego—when they will not bow before the
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golden 1dol but rather go into the fiery furnace and not violate
their convictions

Daniel was that kind of a person.

CHARACTER—Flowing out of our convictions comes our
character. That is what we are in the dark when nobody sees.
What we are in the daylight 1s what we are in the dark. We
are not trying to live two kinds of lives. We have stripped it
down to be the kind of person that God can use and we are
focusing on God building good character. Daniel is famous for
his character.

COURAGE—Daniel has the courage to stand up to his
convictions that are demonstrated by quality character and
the ability to stay on track.

We don’t have many people in America who are courageous.
The reason we don’t is because we don’t have many people
who believe in something to the point that it has affected theiz
character and they believe it so strongly, they have the
courage to lay down their lives for what they believe.

It used to be that way in early America when Nathan Hale
was standing there with a rope around his neck and saying
that his only regret was that he had only one life to give for
his country.

Or Patrick Henry who said “Give me liberty or give me death.”
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That is foreign language today because we don’t understand
the conviction that all men are created to be free and out of
that freedom will come the joy of achievement and the joy of
making a significant contribution. And our character backs
that up. Daniel is that kind of person.

HUMILITY—we cannot look at Daniel’s 66 years of service
without being impressed that he 1s comfortable under
authority. Not only God’s sovereign authority, but under
Nebuchadnezzar’s authority.

Here 1s a pagan king who i1s proud and arrogant. Daniel lacks
freedom 1n serving him. We have to say that it is his humility
and his willingness to just think of others and less of himself.

LOYALTY-Nebuchadnezzar felt it throughout his entire life
when Daniel was loyal to him and to what he wanted to
accomplish. That is the mark of a spiritual person. When
things get rough don’t look for someone to blame but always
be loyal and always be there.

The greatest joy in serving the Lord, on the road for all these
years, 1s the people who have demonstrated to us
unconditional loyalty. For example, people who have a way of
smiling and being there at the time when they are exhausted
physically and emotionally and are the ones who show up and
say, “How’s it going?”

That 1s the picture of Daniel who is always there and doing
what he 1s supposed to do.
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SERVANTHOOD—When we learn that we wake up every day
to others rather than to be worried about ourselves, we
become a person who distinguishes ourselves from everyone
else.

Matthew 5:16

Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may
see your good works, and glorify your Father who 1s in heaven,

Daniel 1s exceptional and a person who 1s at the top of his
class. He 1s magna cum laude and he has it all. When he
comes 1nto this situation with Darius, it begins to show.

When we tap into God’s resources and we start letting God
work in our life, He is going to sovereignly come alongside and
empower us to accomplish that. He is always there to provide
whatever 1s needed to face the assignment He has for us. We
can count on that no matter where we are today.

God 1s alongside saying that He 1s totally adequate and He
says, “I know where you are and I know what 1s going on in
your life and I love you unconditionally and I am here and
available to meet you.”

God sovereignly gave Daniel supernatural enablement to

accomplish the task that God had for him. If he had known

the apostle Paul he could say, “I can do all things through

Jesus Christ who strengthens me.” He could say, “I am ready
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and able for this new assignment even though I am 86 plus
years, as we face the new challenges that are before us.”

(Experiencing God Day-By-Day: The Devotional and Journal
by Henry T. Blackaby and Richard Blackaby)

The Lord may be initiating some new things in your life.
When He tells you what His plans are, trust Him and walk
closely with Him. Don’t let the busyness of your present
activity keep you from experiencing all that God has in store
for you. You will see Him accomplish things through your life
that you never dreamed were possible (Eph. 3:20).

(July 20)

God 1s possibly working in our life right now. It might be
painful or hurtful but it stands by itself. But God 1s getting
ready for some new thing that we are not even aware of. Just
be all ears and don’t be so busy running around and stretching
out by doing 16 diverse things and miss the one thing He 1s
trying to get accomplished.

That is where we make the mistake. We listen to so many
volces and run in so many directions that God says, “Just back
off and sit down and let Me talk to you so I can do something
neat and special.”

Daniel could never have dreamed in this new administration
that he would be the Prime Minister of the Medo-Persian
Empire. That is the way God does things when we slow down
and let Him do great things.
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Here 1s an 1llustration:
Confidence 1in a Crisis

Green Bay Packers’ head coach Mike Holmgren looks back at
a heartbreaking moment, when he was cut from the New York
Jets as backup quarterback to Joe Namath, that directed him
to a bigger plan.

“I had committed my life to Jesus Christ when I was 11, but 1n
my pursuit to make a name for myself in football, I left God
next to my dust-covered Bible. But after getting cut from the
Jets, I pulled out my Bible and found comfort in a verse I had
memorized in Sunday school: “Trust in the Lord with all thine
heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy
ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths’
(Proverbs 3:5-6).

“I asked Jesus Christ to take control again. My priorities in
life are faith, family, and football—in that order.”

Citation: Men of Integrity, Vol. 1, no. 2.
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

We can see how God does special things in the midst of a
Crisis.
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When John Wooden coached basketball at UCLA they kept
winning national championships all over. If we distilled all of
what John Wooden told his players, he simply said this:

(Today Matters by John C. Maxwell)

One of Wooden’s sayings provides the missing piece for how
we should handle today. He frequently exhorted his players to
make each day their masterpiece:

When I was teaching basketball, I urged my players to try
their hardest to improve on that very day, to make that
practice a masterpiece. Too often we get distracted by
what 1s outside our control. You can’t do anything about
yesterday. The door to the past has been shut and the key
thrown away. You can do nothing about tomorrow. It is
yet to come. However, tomorrow is in large part
determined by what you do today. So make today a
masterpiece... This rule is even more important in life
than in basketball. You have to apply yourself each day te
become a little better. By applying yourself to the task of
becoming a little better each and every day over a period
of time, you will become a /ot better. Only then will you bé
able to approach being the best you can be.!

p. 22

That 1s simple advice. Determine that each day is going to be
a masterpiece.
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Even when the back of our chair doesn’t work and everything
falls apart, it is still a masterpiece. God has some things that
he wants us to know and to understand that He 1s still in

control.

Noah’s Ark

Everything I need to know, I learned from Noah’s Ark . ..
ONE: Don’t miss the boat.

TWO: Remember that we are all in the same boat.
THREE: Plan ahead. It wasn’t raining when Noah built the
ark.

FOUR: Stay fit. When you’re 60 years old, someone may ask
you to do something really big.

FIVE: Don’t listen to critics; just get on with the job that
needs to be done.

SIX: Build your future on high ground.

SEVEN: For safety’s sake, travel in pairs.

EIGHT: Speed i1sn’t always an advantage. The snails were on
board with the cheetahs.

NINE: When you're stressed, float awhile.

TEN: Remember, the ark was built by amateurs; the Titanic
by professionals.

ELEVEN: No matter the storm, when you are with God,
there’s always a rainbow waiting.

(source unknown)

Refined by Fire was written by Brian & Mel Birdwell. He is a

Colonel in the U.S. Air Force and he was about 50 ft or so from

the plane that imploded into the Pentagon. He had just gone
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around the corner to the restroom when both of his secretaries
were instantly incinerated when the plane hit and he survived
miraculously. The next day he was lying in Walter Reed
Hospital and they had scraped everything off and he was
completely burned and George Bush walked in. Out of respect
for him, George Bush came to a complete formal salute. Brian
was so touched that he raised his painful arm but when he
saw that he couldn’t complete 1t, he dropped it to the bed. This
couple has survived and they have established a worldwide
burn ministry for those who are going through burn
experiences.

He says this about his church:

(Refined by Fire by Brian & Mel Birdwell)

Our church’s three tenets are:

[

Seek him constantly.
Serve him faithfully.
3. Share him boldly.

NS

This experience has given me the opportunity to put thosé
tenets to work.
p. 215

It’s almost unbelievable that philosopher Epictetus, said
something so Biblical:

(Going For the Max! by Max Cleland)
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“Tentative efforts lead to tentative outcomes.
Therefore, give yourself fully to your
Endeavors. Decide to construct your character
through excellent actions and determine to pay
the price of a worthy goal. The trials you
encounter will introduce you to your
strengths. Remain steadfast . . . and one day
you will build something that endures:
something worthy of your potential.”

—Epictetus
p. 7

He is saying, just stay faithful and make every day a
masterpiece and one of these days, something beautiful is
going to happen and it is all going to make sense. And why
God has us where we are and what He 1s doing in our life.

Forrest Gump said:

“Always be able to look back and say,
‘At least I didn’t lead no humdrum life.”
(source unknown)

v. 4 At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to
find grounds for charges against Daniel in his
conduct of government affairs, but they were
unable to do so. They could find no corruption in
him, because he was trustworthy and neither
corrupt nor negligent.
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“At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find
grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct of
government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could
find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and
neither corrupt nor negligent.”

This 1s exactly what they did with Jesus. Here i1s a sinless Son
of God and the religious establishment 1is trying to build up a
case against him. All they could come with 1s, “If you destroy
this temple, we are going to rebuild it in three days.” He is
talking about his body but they are talking about the temple
that 1s sitting there.

All of this 1s because of the favoritism of the king toward this
exile. He 1s a foreigner and past his prime. He needs to send
him to the showers not make him Prime Minister of the land.

There are all kinds of arguments going on among them. How
does this outsider end up right at the top of the kingdom? How
can that be? All those kudos and compliments that are coming
from Darius to Daniel are irritating the rest of them.

The king planned to set Daniel over the kingdom and the word
got out. They formed a caucus of 122, so there are two
presidents and 120 satraps. What triggered all of this?

The ANSWER to that question WHY? we came up with FOUR
SUGGESTIONS:

19



1. JEALOUSY,

2. THE SPIRIT OF COMPETITION,

3. SELFISHNESS, and

4. THEY WANTED THE POWER FOR THEMSELVES.
They are willing to do whatever they can to find grounds and
where do they look? They start with his 66 years of
government service. They start going back and sifting through
all the records to see if they can find any place where Daniel
compromised his convictions or took a kick back or if he did
something that was not legal. They are focusing on job
negligence so they can build a case against him and disqualify:

him for this position. They desire to get him put aside.

Notice it says, “find grounds for charges against Daniel in his
conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so.”

They were unable to do so. It is a futile search. It concludes by
saying, “they could find no corruption in him, because he was:Z

1. “trustworthy and”
2.  “neither corrupt”

3. “nor negligent.”
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Daniel was a focused individual who did his work well and we
could never accuse him of cutting corners. He was always on
his game. He got the job done. That was his number one
priority.

That is the summary of everything. He is squeaky clean,
trustworthy, not corrupt and he is not negligent. Doesn’t that
make our stock in Daniel go to the ceiling?

Rodney D. Stortz says:

Today there is much corruption in government. Lord
Acton well said, “Power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts
absolutely.” Corruption is prevalent among government
officials. Here 1s a list of the corruption found among member§
of the 100th U.S. Congress:4

29 arrested for spousal abuse;

7 convicted of fraud;

19 arrested for writing bad checks;

117 bankrupted two or more businesses;

14 arrested on drug charges;

8 arrested on shoplifting charges;

21 with lawsuits against them;

84 charged with driving while intoxicated.
(source unknown)

The 100th Congress convened and labored during the years of
1987 and 1988.

That 1s, 299 of our elected officials in that 100th Congress
had DISTRACTING PROBLEMS in their lives.
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.... Lord only knows what the statistics might be if a
similar survey was made.
(source unknown)

These kinds of people with their secret lives are living in this
kind of a compromising situation and we send them there to
get the job done and represent us. No wonder we are in the
mess we are in.

John Ortberg paints the other side of the picture and 1s
always so humorous:

(The Life You've Always Wanted by John Ortberg)

When the heart is well-ordered, we are not only
increasingly free from sin, but also increasingly free from the
desire to sin. If the heart were truly well-ordered, we would
love people so much we would not want to deceive or
manipulate or envy them. We would be transformed from the
inside out.

Imagine what the world would be like if 1t were filled with
people who had well-ordered hearts. Television programs such
as Miami Vice would be replaced by Miam: Virtue. Tabloids
sold at grocery stores would be filled with stories about acts of
lavish generosity and spontaneous sacrifice committed by
noncelebrities we have never heard of. Television talk shows
would feature men who secretly enjoy dressing as men.

We would sleep at night the untroubled sleep of
innocence—no staring at the ceiling at two o’clock in the
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morning because of regrets. We would have no need for “do-
overs’ or mulligans.

p. 199

v. 5 Finally these men said, “We will never find any
basis for charges against this man Daniel unless it
has something to do with the law of his God.”

“Finally these men said, ‘We will never find any basis for
charges against this man Daniel unless it has something to do

with the law of his God.”

We are forced to the spiritual dimension and we have to do
something and create a scene where his spiritual well-being i1s
put on the table. These super sleuths have been hatching this
in hell and they finally come up in the height of their
frustration with a piece of legislation they want to get pressed
through the Medo-Persian court to be able to accomplish their
fiendish deed. That is to kill Daniel.

Cow Envy
From John Maxwell’s book The Winning Attitude:

Two cows were grazing in a pasture when they saw a milk
truck pass. On the side of the truck were the words,
“Pasteurized, homogenized, standardized, vitamin A added.”

One cow sighed and said to the other, “Makes you feel sort of
inadequate, doesn’t 1it?”
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Citation: Ron Willoughby, Augusta, Georgia. Leadership, Vol. 17, no. 3.
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

(What Ticks God Off: The Ways We Irritate God & What We
Can Do About It by Bruce Bickel & Stan Jantz)

Isn’t it ironic that the religious hypocrite is pretending to
be something that he or she is not, while everyone knows that
this 1s just a spiritual act put on for their benefit? All of that
pretending doesn’t fool anyone. We heard the story of a
hypocritical woman who thought she had the people of her
church fooled. At every opportunity for her to pray aloud, she
proclaimed the depth of her faith with majestic phrases,
speaking with vocabulary that was a mix of the King James
Bible and Shakespeare. During one of her prayers, she raised
her voice and implored: “Heavenly Father, because I desire
that you continueth your sanctifying work within me, I ask
that you filleth me with your Holy Spirit.” One church
member could stand the hypocrisy no longer and interjected,
“Oh, Lord, don’t do 1t! She leaks!”

p. 138

v. 6 So the administrators and the satraps went as a
group to the king and said: “O King Darius, live
forever!

“So the administrators and the satraps went as a group to the
king and said: ‘O King Darius, live forever!”
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The thing about this is Darius is not smart enough to realize
that Daniel is not there. If he has this neat relationship with
Daniel, why can’t he put two and two together and realize
there are 122 and he has 123 administrative people and that
Daniel is his shining star?

Guess 1t 1s his pride and he 1s overwhelmed with this
tremendous gift of appreciation. They just blew him away.

Watch out when they start out with “O King, live forever.”
An African Proverb on Doublemindedness

“The man who tries to walk two roads will split his pants.”

Citation: A West African proverb, heard in conversation by
my father, a missionary to the Maninka tribg;
submitted by Janet Weiss, Leesburg, Florida
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

v. 7 The royal administrators, prefects, satraps,
advisers and governors have all agreed that the
king should issue an edict and enforce the decree
that anyone who prays to any god or man during
the next thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be
thrown into the lions’ den.

“The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and
governors have all agreed that the king should issue an edict
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and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god or
man during the next thirty days, except to you, O king, shall
be thrown into the lions’ den.”

Look how they come across. There are really only two of them,
There are the governors and the satraps, but look how they
have embellished this. They don’t mind looking them straight
in the face and lying.

The Babylonian form of execution was the fiery furnace. For
the Persians, it was to be thrown into a den of hungry lions.

This verse contains their power play. They mention five
different groups, but really it is a piece of legislation hatched
up by these 122 out of jealousy in order to have Daniel’s life
taken.

v. 8 Now, O king, issue the decree and put it in writing
so that it cannot be altered—in accordance with the
laws of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be
repealed.”

“Now, O king, issue the decree and put it in writing so that it
cannot be altered—in accordance with the laws of the Medes
and Persians, which cannot be repealed.”

Now, when we see the word “Now,” we always know it’s wrong
and we have to hurry and do something. When we have to get
1t done quickly, we are compromising our convictions and we
are doing something wrong.
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When we are doing something right, we can do it very slowly
and very carefully and very peacefully because we know we
are endeavoring to please God in what we are doing. We don’t
have a feeling of urgency and we know 1t is okay.

“put 1t in writing”
When he makes a decree and writes 1t in Medo-Persia, he can

never violate it. They know if they get this in writing and get
out of there, there 1s no future for Daniel.

We know what 1s going to happen. Daniel purposed in his
heart not to defile himself with the king’s meat.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego would not bow down before
the golden image.

Daniel will not cease his personal prayer life. We will talk a
lot about that in our next study.

Psalm 119:95

The wicked are waiting to destroy me, but I will ponder your
statutes.

The whole i1ssue is going to be Daniel’s prayer life in what is
getting ready to come.

This fits perfectly in the study:
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The following was written by an 8 year old, Danny Dutton
of Chula Vista, California for his third grade homework
assignment. The assignment was to explain God.

Explanation of God

One of God’s main jobs is making people. He makes them to
replace the ones that die, so there will be enough people to
take care of things on earth.

He doesn’t make grownups, just babies. I think because they
are smaller and easier to make. That way he doesn’t have to
take up his valuable time teaching them to talk and walk. He
can just leave that to mothers and fathers.

God’s second most important job is listening to prayers. An
awful lot of this goes on, since some people, like preachers and
things, pray at times beside bedtime. God doesn’t have time to
listen to the radio or TV because of this. Because he hears
everything there must be a terrible lot of noise in his ears,
unless he has thought of a way to turn it off.

God sees everything and hears everything and is everywhere
which keeps Him pretty busy. So you shouldn’t go wasting his
time by going over your mom and dad’s head asking for
something they said you couldn’t have.
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Atheists are people who don’t believe in God. I don’t think
there are any in Chula Vista. At least there aren’t any who
come to our church.

Jesus 1s God’s son. He used to do all the hard work like
walking on water and performing miracles and trying to teach
the people who didn’t want to learn about God. They finally
got tired of him preaching to them and they crucified him. But
he was good and kind, like his father, and he told his father

that they didn’t know what they were doing and to forgive
them and God said O.K.

His dad (God) appreciated everything that he had done and all
his hard work on earth so he told him he didn’t have to go out
on the road anymore. He could stay in heaven. So he did. And
now he helps his dad out by listening to prayers and seeing to
things which are important for God to take care of and which
ones he can take care of himself without having to bother God:
Like a secretary, only more important.

You can pray anytime you want and they are sure to help you
because they got it worked out so one of them 1s on duty all
the time.

You should always go to church on Sunday because it makes
God happy, and if there’s anybody you want to make happy,
1t’s God. Don’t skip church or do something you think will be
more fun like going to the beach. This is wrong. And besides
the sun doesn’t come out at the beach until noon anyway.
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If you don’t believe in God, besides being an atheist, you will
be very lonely, because your parents can’t go everywhere with
you, like to camp, but God can. It i1s good to know He’s around
you when you're scared, in the dark or when you can’t swim
and you get thrown into real deep water by big kids.

But . . . you shouldn’t just always think of what God can do for
you. I figure God put me here and he can take me back
anytime he pleases. And . . . that’s why I believe in God.
(source unknown)

v. 9 So King Darius put the decree in writing.

“So King Darius put the decree in writing.”

Here are two verses that can bring comfort.

Jeremiah 1:19

They will fight against you but will not overcome you, for I am
with you and will rescue you,” declares the LORD.

Isaiah 54:17

no weapon forged against you will prevail, and you will refute
every tongue that accuses you. This i1s the heritage of the
servants of the LORD, and this is their vindication from me,”

declares the LORD.

We have these lessons that come out of our text:
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Lesson #1: You can only explain what has happened to Daniel
in this empire transition as a God-thing.

Lesson #2: Although Daniel is 86 years old, he 1s still useful in
the new administration.

Lesson #3: “Daniel . . . distinguished himself . . . by his
exceptional qualities” (verse 3).

Lesson #4: Daniel’s “exceptional qualities” were convictions,
character, courage, humility, loyalty, and servanthood.

Lesson #5: The most important quality in Daniel’s life is the
presence of the Spirit of God giving him all of the tools
necessary to accomplish the task God has assigned to him.

Lesson #6: All of the government officials sided against Daniel
out of jealousy, competition, selfishness, and they wanted the
power for themselves.

Lesson #7: As the officials looked for “charges against Daniel
in his conduct of government affairs,” they found nothing
(verse 4).

Lesson #8: They found “no corruption” where he compromised
his convictions (verse 4).

Lesson #9: Daniel was squeaky-clean, “trustworthy,” not
“corrupt,” and not “negligent” (verse 4).
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Lesson #10: The only way they were going to get at Daniel was
by focusing on his religious convictions.

Lesson #11: They had to use deception to get their decree
signed.

Lesson #12: “Though the wicked hide along the way to kill me;

I will quietly keep my mind on your decrees” (Psalm 119:95
NLT).

God 1n the Storm

You think it is spiritually important to have free time to be
alone with God; but I tell you, you will really get closer to him
by embracing the Cross in your life, and not always seeking to
experience tender moments in the presence of God. When the
torrential floods of daily business sweep you away, just let
yourself be carried off with no regret. Don’t you know you will
find God 1n this torrent, too?

Citation: Fenelon, The Seeking Heart (Library of Spiritual Classics, Vol. 4), p.22
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

(Whispers of His Power by Amy Carmichael)

Let us press on today through all hindering things,
distracting thoughts, unworthy feelings. Let us press on
through all feelings of sloth or discouragement or fear, to the

32



place where our God can speak to us in the stillness, and hold
us close to His heart.
p. 102

(High Calling: The Courageous Life and Faith of Space
Shuttle Columbia Commander Rick Husband by Evelyn
Husband with Donna VanLiere)

Faith doesn’t give us the power to change things—it gives us
the ability to cope with the tough things that come our way.
—From Rick’s journal

p. 1

(On Holy Ground: A Daily Devotional by Charles Stanley)

When trials come, we can respond in one of four ways: (1)
resist, (2) run, (3) retreat, or (4) reap the rewards of going
through the difficulty.

How do you respond to the windy trials that suddenly
overtake your life? Anchor your roots in Jesus, and He will be
your joy and strength.

Father, I do not want to resist, run, or retreat. I want to

reap the benefits of my adversities. I anchor my roots in

You so that I can stand strong against the gales of life.
p. 164

(Why? Trusting God When You Don’t Understand by Anne
Graham Lotz)
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I lay my “whys?”
before Your cross

in worship kneeling,

my mind beyond all hope,
my heart beyond all feeling;
and worshipping,
realize that I

in knowing You,

don’t need a “why?”

— RUTH BELL GRAHAM
p. Preface

In our world today, God’s children need that same
reminder to trust Him when we don’t understand and nothing
seems to make sense.

p. 5

Four Baptist Missionaries were murdered in Iraq on March
15, 2004. One of the ladies, before she left in 2003, wrote a
letter to be opened by her pastor if she did not revive her
mission 1n Iraq.

The Pastor opened this letter when word came about the
murders:

Letter from Slain Missionary

This letter was written by Southern Baptist Missionary to
Iraq, Karen Watson, prior to leaving for the Middle East. The
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letter was dated March 7, 2003. Karen was killed, along with
four other missionaries, on March 15, 2004.
Dear Pastor Phil and Pastor Roger:

You should only be opening this letter in the event of my
death.

When God calls there are no regrets. I tried to share my
heart with you as much as possible, my heart for the nations. 1
wasn’t called to a place. I was called to him. To obey was my
objective, to suffer was expected, his glory my reward, his
glory my reward.

One of the most important things to remember right now
1s to preserve the work. . .. I am writing this as if I am still
working with my people group.

I thank you all so much for your prayers and support.
Surely your reward in heaven will be great. Thank you for
investing in my life and spiritual well-being. Keep sending
missionaries out. Keep raising up fine young pastors.

In regards to any service, keep it small and simple. Yes,
simply, just preach the gospel. . .. Be bold and preach the life-
saving, life-changing, forever-eternal gospel. Give glory and
honor to our Father.

The Missionary Heart:

Care more than some think is wise.

Risk more than some think is safe.

Dream more than some think is practical.

Expect more than some think is possible.

I was called not to comfort or success but to obedience. . . .
There 1s no joy outside of knowing Jesus and serving him. I
love you two and my church family.
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In his care,
Salaam,
Karen

Citation: “Keep Sending Missionaries,” Baptist Press (3-24-04);
submitted by Alan Price, Chatsworth, Georgia
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
LIFE

“Life 1s not a journey to the grave with the intention of
arriving safely in a pretty and well preserved body, but rather
to skid in broadside, thoroughly used up, totally worn out, and
loudly proclaiming . ... WOW ... WHAT A RIDE!!!”

(source unknown)

Father, we thank You that we have seen an incredible witness
of a man who is certainly in his senior years and is still
fruitful. His leaf is green and he is being used in a magnificent
way. Thank You that it 1s never too late for us to be used in
Your kingdom and Your service. We pray that if there 1s
something new You want to do in our lives, Your Holy Spirit
will keep them without any peace and rest until they
surrender and say, “Lord whatever it is, I am ready and
available to accomplish the task You have for me.” In Jesus’
name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Eleven -- Daniel 6:1-9

v. 1 It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout
the kingdom,

v. 2 with three administrators over them, one of whom was Daniel.
The satraps were made accountable to them so that the king might
not suffer loss.

v. 3 Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the
administrators and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that
the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom.

v. 4 At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find
grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct of government
affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could find no
corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt
nor negligent.

v. 5 Finally these men said, “We will never find any basis for
charges against this man Daniel unless it has something to do
with the law of his God.”

v. 6 So the administrators and the satraps went as a group to the
king and said: “O King Darius, live forever!

v. 7 The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and
governors have all agreed that the king should issue an edict and
enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god or man
during the next thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be thrown
into the lions’ den.

v. 8 Now, O king, issue the decree and put it in writing so that it
cannot be altered—in accordance with the laws of the Medes and
Persians, which cannot be repealed.”

v. 9 So King Darius put the decree in writing.
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QUESTIONS
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1. Read Daniel 6:1-9 and in your own words pull out the main

thought of this passage.

3. What was the king planning to do for Daniel, according

to verse 37
4. What did the other leaders try to do to Daniel,

according to verse 47

2. What was Daniel’s position in the new administration,
according to verse 27
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5. What three things are said about Daniel at the end of
something against Daniel, according to verse 5?

verse 47
9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

8. How did the king respond to the decree, according to

7. Describe what the leaders did, according to verse 7.
verse 9?

6. Where did the leaders have to look 1n order to find
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: You can only explain what has happened to
Daniel in this empire transition as a God-thing.

LESSON #2: Although Daniel 1s 86 years old, he 1s still useful
in the new administration.

LESSON #3: “Daniel . . . distinguished himself . . . by his
exceptional qualities” (verse 3).

LESSON #4: Daniel’s “exceptional qualities” were convictions;
character, courage, humility, loyalty, and servanthood.

LESSON #5: The most important quality in Daniel’s life is the
presence of the Spirit of God giving him all of the tools
necessary to accomplish the task God has assigned to
him.
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LESSON #6: All of the government officials sided against
Daniel out of jealousy, competition, selfishness, and they
wanted the power for themselves.

LESSON #7: As the officials looked for “charges against
Daniel in his conduct of government affairs,” they found
nothing (verse 4).

LESSON #8: They found “no corruption” where he
compromised his convictions (verse 4).

LESSON #9: Daniel was squeaky-clean, “trustworthy,” not
“corrupt,” and not “negligent” (verse 4).

LESSON #10: The only way they were going to get at Daniel
was by focusing on his religious convictions.

LESSON #11: They had to use deception to get their decree
signed.

LESSON #12: “Though the wicked hide along the way to kill
me, I will quietly keep my mind on your decrees” (Psalm
119:95 NLT).
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