A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Twelve —- Daniel 6:10-28

Daniel 1s probably 88 now and one of the questions that comes
to mind, when we know what we are getting ready to get into,
1S:

Why does God sometimes allow us to go through something
rather than deliver us from circumstances that are so
uncomfortable?

We have seen that with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.
We looked at those men and they said they were not going to
bow to the 1image no matter what. “Our God 1s able to deliver
us from that but if He doesn’t, we are still not going to
compromise our convictions.”

Daniel is saying, in essence, the same thing. But why is it that
God allows us to go through these difficult circumstances? It
seems like God 1s not interested or He is distracted or He is
not responding.

Then we might ask the second question:



What is He trying to accomplish by these painful
circumstances?

We have three G’s and we can always count on them. If we are
having a hard time:

Receive 1t from the Lord to help with our spiritual “Growth.”
Once we begin to accept the suffering and the unexplainable
circumstances in relation to our spiritual growth, we are going
to go a long way down the road. God can sovereignly cause us
to avoid that but He chooses not to and that involves our
growth process.

God will always give us the “Grace” to go through it. He will
provide all that is necessary for us to be triumphant and
victorious in it.

He knows that going through this is going to give Him the
greatest “Glory.”

We can count on that the next time we face something like
what we are getting ready to see in these next verses. There is
growth involved and there is grace to get through it. God 1s
openly going to get the glory from it.

Brennan Manning suffered a lot as he tried to carry on a
ministry relating to the Catholic Church and to the Christian
Faith. He was a Priest who left the priesthood in order to be

married and he has touched lives all over the world in his love
for Christ.



David Roper shares this piece in his book:

(Growing Slowly Wise: Building a Faith that Works by David
Roper)

He has a pray that is very courageous:
May all your expectations be frustrated,
May all your plans be thwarted;
May all your desires be withered into nothingness . . .
That you may experience the powerlessness and poverty
Of a child and sing and dance in the compassion of God
Who is Father, Son, and Spirit. Amen.

—Brennan Manning’s blessing
p. 24

When we get to that place when we can really trust God, we
are 1n the crucible, in the furnace or wherever 1t 1s, God 1s
going to get the glory of that. We are going to be the one who
1s ultimately the beneficiary. We are going to see that
beautifully in a bolder leap in this study.

Daniel has been betrayed by disloyal associates in business.
He is a foreigner in a foreign land and has been there for at
least 66 years or maybe 68 years, serving the administrations
of the Babylonian Empire and now the Medo-Persian Empire.
He is in strategic places of leadership, away from home, and
1solated by the fact that everybody has betrayed him.



Remember from our previous study that DANIEL SURVIVED
the invasion and the fall of Babylon.

He 1is CHOSEN as one of the “three administrators” over the
new Medo-Persian government. These “three administrators”
are responsible for “120 satraps” who govern the entire
kingdom.

This means that probably there are about FORTY “SATRAPS?
who are responsible to EACH ONE OF THESE “THREE
ADMINISTRATORS.”

Darius has plans to ELEVATE DANIEL over the whole crew
because of his being so impressed with Daniel’s integrity and
administrative gifts.

This 1s set about a JEALOUS PLOT perpetrated by these
other leaders to wipe out Daniel.

They have tried to find something from his PERSONAL LIFE
and POLITICAL LIFE to condemn him but he has come out
SQUEAKY CLEAN.

The only thing they could come up with i1s his SPIRITUAL
LIFE.

They have TRICKED DARIUS into signing a “decree” that no
one would offer a prayer for thirty days to anyone else but to
Darius the king.



The “decree” has just been signed and now we are ready to
launch into DANIEL’S RESPONSE and the ultimate outcome
of this difficult set of circumstances.

How 1s Daniel going to respond now to this legislation? We
need to understand, when the Medes and Persians issued a
decree and i1t was signed, they could never break it. Also, the
very day it was signed, it had to be executed by sundown.
They were playing with a very short period of time between
the signing of it and the sun going down and the execution
was carried out.

Darius has truly painted himself in a corner. He is between a
rock and a hard place and he 1s going to be aware very soon
that he has been totally tricked.

v. 10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had
been published, he went home to his upstairs room
where the windows opened toward Jerusalem.
Three times a day he got down on his knees and
prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had
done before.

“Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been
published, he went home to his upstairs room where the
windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got
down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just
as he had done before.”



It starts by saying, Daniel being left out of the loop, did not
know anything about the legislation until word was brought te
him of the decree that had been signed into order.

What is his response? He goes home and opens the windows
toward Jerusalem—that is what any Jew would do any place
in the world—and he prays three times a day. The prayers
were at 9am, 12pm, and 3pm or something like that.

David had a little different plan in his prayer life:
Morning, Noon, Night

In May 2003, a powerful earthquake struck northern
Algeria. TV news images showed distraught people searching
the rubble for survivors, while others numbly visited hospitals
and morgues to see if their loved ones were alive or dead.
Families stood together weeping and crying out for help. Their
burden of uncertainty and grief could be seen, heard, and felt.

If you've experienced an intense feeling of loss, you'll
appreciate the words of David in Psalm 55, penned during a
painful time in his life. Oppressed by the wicked, hated by his
enemies, and betrayed by a friend, David spoke of the anxiety
and anguish that threatened to crush his spirit: “Fearfulness
and trembling have come upon me, and horror has
overwhelmed me” (v.5).

But instead of caving in to fear, David poured out his
heart to God: “As for me, I will call upon God, and the Lord
shall save me. Evening and morning and at noon I will pray,
and cry aloud, and He shall hear my voice” (vv.16-17).
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Prayer lifts our eyes from personal tragedy to the
compassion of God. It enables us to cast our burdens on the
Lord instead of breaking under their weight. When our hearts
are filled with pain, it’s good to call on God in prayer—
morning, noon, and night. —David McCasland

THINKING IT OVER
Difficult circumstances can motivate us to pray.
Read Jesus’ Blueprint For Prayer at
www.discoveryseries.org/hj891
(From Our Daily Bread, Wednesday, August 4, 2004)

The key phrase 1s “just as he had done before.”
His convictions would not allow him to waffle.

Some people might say that Daniel was kind of dumb. “You
could go underground for thirty days or tell the Lord you
would check in with Him quietly, in the dark, without the

windows open, maybe for thirty days and it would not be a big
deal.”

“David, you don’t negotiate your convictions. You stand firm
for what you believe and be willing, because your convictions
mean everything in the world to you, to stand for those and
not conform, not compromise.”

Daniel would not negotiate his convictions and he stood firm.

We will notice something very interesting in that verse. Three
times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, telling God
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how bitter he was over what was getting ready to happen to
him. Is that what it said? No, he was giving thanks to his Godz

So much of our lives 1s conjured around trying to have God
explain what 1s happening instead of praising Him for what is
happening, because we don’t have a theology that is big
enough to incorporate suffering and unpredictable
circumstances that God 1s using for His glory. Because of that;
this seems foreign to us.

What would Daniel do when he gets down on his knees,
knowing that this act is probably going to lead him to death in
the den of lions?

He gives “thanks to his God, just as he had done before.” He
praised God during all of these other experiences of 60
something years and he keeps on praising God, even though
the circumstances are very serious.

What do we learn out of that verse? One thing we learn is:

Don’t make the mistake of not spending time with the Lord on
a daily basis.

Here 1is a man who has to maintain his fellowship with God
and he has to be in the presence of the Lord, at least, three
times a day. His life is characterized by that.

What does that tell us? Our fellowship with God will not
thrive without regular and fixed prayer habits, any more than
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our marriage would work by showing up once a week to see
our wife or husband. We think we can do all of these things on
the horizontal but we forget the vertical. To maintain that
relationship and keep 1t dynamic, we have to settle those
things. We have to make a decision that this is not anything
that can be changed or that can be negotiated.

We each should be able to say, “I am going to be known as a
man (or woman) of prayer and maintain my relationship with
God and I must be found in His presence on a daily basis, non-
negotiable.”

Secondly, he 1s praising and giving thanks to God, even
though it 1s serious and dangerous. “Daniel, you do not let
your circumstances affect your praise.”

Psalm 137:1-4

By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept
when we remembered Zion.
There on the poplars
we hung our harps,
for there our captors asked us for songs,
our tormentors demanded songs of joy;
they said, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!”
How can we sing the songs of the Lord
while in a foreign land?

The people of Babylon were saying, “Why don’t you sing us
some of the songs of Israel?” They said, “No.” They hung their
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harps on the willow tree and said, “How can we praise God in
a foreign land?”

Daniel didn’t read that book. His whole life 1s characterized
by, independent of the circumstances, waking up singing a
song and praising the Lord.

This verse gives us one of the most incredible people in the
Bible. This is the reason that Daniel is the man that he is. It
1s the inner strength that comes to Daniel because of what we
have just seen. He praises three times a day, fellowships with
God. He’s on target and doing what God wants him to do in
being faithful and consistent. It makes us admire him. The
secret 1s quality time spent in the presence of the Lord and
praising the Lord in the circumstances.

That reminded us of Acts 16 when Paul and Silas get beat up
because they had cast out an unclean spirit from that girl.
They were beaten in public and then thrown down in the
dungeon. What happened at midnight? Paul and Silas were
singing the doxology with bloody, beaten backs. God 1s so
1impressed, He shakes the place and there were a lot of people
saved, including the jailer and his whole family.

Acts 16:25

But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing
hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to
them:;
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Does this ever cause us to think that maybe when we are
found on our face praising God with tears in our eyes, maybe
God 1s going to use that to make an incredible act on some
other person and their life is going to be touched and it will

glorify God?

God never makes a mistake and He doesn’t waste
opportunities. He doesn’t in the life of Daniel.

He got down on his knees and he prayed and he was giving
thanks to his God, just as he had done before.

Here’s part of an interview with Mother Teresa:

(Going For the Max! by Max Cleland)

Question: “Mother Teresa, when you talk to God, what do
you say?”’

Answer: “I don’t say anything. I just listen.”

Question: “Mother Teresa, when God talks to you, what
does He say?”

Answer: “He doesn’t say anything. He just listens.”

p. 9

We know that He speaks to us through His Word. She had
learned the discipline of silence and to be sensitive and allow
God to speak to her heart.

We too need to learn to be still and know that He 1s God.
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Howard Hendricks wrote an excellent article on prayer some
time ago:

(Veritas: Volume 4, No. 1 by Howard Hendricks)

There are only 15 occasions in which Jesus Christ prayed that
are recorded 1n the Gospels, and 11 of those occasions occur in
the Gospel of Luke. Luke shows us that Jesus Christ lived His

life on earth dependently through prayer.
p. 2

Three times in the Gospels, we hear the remarkable
statement, “This 1is my beloved Son in whom I find all of my
pleasure.” Why is that true? God found all of His pleasure in
the Son because the Son found all of His pleasure in doing the
Father’s will.

Luke 5:16 says, “But Jesus often withdrew to lonely
places and prayed.” This 1s the secret of His ministry. Show
me a man or a woman who 1s effective in public, and I will
show you a person who 1s more effective in private.

p. 2

We can understand the “Three Times A Day,” now in relation
to the incredible witness we have seen in Daniel’s life through
these eighty plus years that we have tracked this man.

(Experiencing God Dav-By-Day: The Devotional and Journal
by Henry T. Blackaby and Richard Blackaby)
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Praise 1s rooted not in circumstances of the moment but in the
nature and trustworthiness of God.

You ought to rejoice when God asks you to proceed in the
work of His kingdom because you know the victory is already
secured. Don’t focus on the problems and failures of others.
Focus on God’s assurance of victory. If you have trouble
praising God with a song in your heart as you serve Him, it
may be that your focus is not on God, but on your

clrcumstances.
p. 90

John Maxwell makes this important point:

(Today Matters by John C. Maxwell)

When 1t comes to change, there are really only three kinds of
people:

1. Those who don’t know what to do

2. Those who know what to do but don’t do it

3. Those who know what to do and follow through
p. 32

The most successful people in life are the ones who settle
their critical issues early and manage them daily. The earlier
you settle the critical issues in your life, the greater your
potential for success.

p. 25

(In Every Pew Sits a Broken Heart by Ruth Graham)
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Praying is a critical issue. The earlier you wake up to that and
recognize that fellowship cannot be maintained without a
quality prayer life, you are going to begin to act in a consistent
way to put yourself into blessing that God wants to bring into
your life.

Daniel has already settled those issues.

Praise opens our eyes to the understanding that we are securé
in God’s arms.

Praise also enables us to experience God’s embrace.
As we praise, we are doing what God created us to do.

We will spend eternity giving God praise.
p. 212

v. 11 Then these men went as a group and found Daniel
praying and asking God for help.

“Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying
and asking God for help.”

The interesting thing about this is, not that they have
discovered him doing this because that was the whole purpose
of the legislation in the first place, they catch him doing it and
they have him guilty and they can put him in the lion’s den.
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Notice that there 1s a little bit of a difference here and what is
happening in this prayer and the one we looked at in the
previous verse. In the previous verse, what 1s he doing? He is
giving thanks, isn’t he? What 1s he doing in this one? He is
praying for help.

What is he thinking?

“God, I could lose my life. That is no big deal because I am 88
years old and I have had a fabulous life. God, this is very
dangerous because I am violating the law of the Medes and
the Persians that has just been signed. I am here in Your
presence in violation of that law. Oh God, help me. If it is time
for me to die, that is okay.”

Is that the way we would pray? This is the way we should
pray.

“God, You have provided one of the greatest opportunities for
me to be a powerful witness for You in a consistent prayer life
and that is why I am here on my face asking for help.”

“I want to seize this opportunity for Your glory and Your
honor and I ask You to provide all that is necessary for me to
be the kind of man I need to be. This is going to be tough.”

“Secondly, I need you desperately so I can represent You well.

I want to represent You well and then, Lord, when physically
I get scared and fearful about the consequences of my
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obedience to You, give me the boldness and the courage to
follow through and do what I need to do for Your glory.”

Philippians 1:20-24

according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I shall not
be put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ
shall even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by
life or by death. For to me, to live 1s Christ, and to die is gain.
But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor
for me; and I do not know which to choose. But I am hard-
pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and
be with Christ, for that is very much better; yet to remain on
in the flesh is more necessary for your sake.

“It doesn’t make any difference; I just need Your help to finish
well and to do what You want me to do in this situation.”

Earnest Wadsworth, a champion of effective prayer, said:
“Pray for a faith that will not shrink when it is washed in the
waters of affliction.”

(source unknown)

That is the help Daniel needs in this critical time.

A Humble Prayer

Lord, I know not what I ought to ask of thee; thou only
knowest what I need. . .. I open my heart to thee. Behold my
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needs which I know not myself. Smite, or heal; depress me, or
raise me up; I adore all thy purposes without knowing them; I
am silent; I yield myself to thee; I would have no other desire

than to accomplish thy Will. Teach me to pray. Pray thyself in

me. Amen.

Citation: Francois Fenelon, Leadership, Vol. 9, no. 4.
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

We look at that and say, “Wow!” What a courageous individual
in the way he prays.

Back to Howard Hendricks:

(Veritas: Volume 4, No. 1 by Howard Hendricks)

I once read a fascinating study by Harvard Business
Review. It said the average executive spends 70 percent of his
time listening—the one skill for which he receives no training:
It’s easy to teach people how to speak. It’s very difficult to
teach them how to listen. And by the way, have you looked in
the mirror lately? Did you notice you have two ears but only
one mouth? Imagine if God had reversed that.

p. 3

Luke 11:1 says, “One day Jesus was praying in a certain
place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord,
teach us to pray.” That is the only thing the disciples ever
asked Jesus to teach them.

Why?
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I'll tell you why. Every single time they found Him, where
did they find Him? On His knees!

Would anybody ever ask you to teach them to pray
because they discovered you spent so much of your time on
your knees and that was the secret of your life?

p. 3

Would anybody ever ask us to teach them to pray because
they discovered we spent so much time on our knees and that
was the secret to our life?

See what we're saying? Are we really talking the game or are
we living 1t? Are we characterized as people who truly are
declaring our dependence on God and are on our face before
Him so we will run well and finish what He wants us to do?

v. 12 So they went to the king and spoke to him about
his royal decree: “Did you not publish a decree that
during the next thirty days anyone who prays to
any god or man except to you, O king, would be
thrown into the lions’ den?” The king answered,
“The decree stands—in accordance with the laws of
the Medes and Persians, which cannot be
repealed.”

“So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal
decree: ‘Did you not publish a decree that during the next
thirty days anyone who prays to any god or man except to you,
O king, would be thrown into the lions’ den?” The king
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answered, ‘The decree stands—in accordance with the laws of
the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.”

There 1s no way out now. “The decree stands.”

A moment of great revelation—verse 13.

v. 13 Then they said to the king, “Daniel, who is one of
the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O
king, or to the decree you put in writing. He still
prays three times a day.”

“Then they said to the king, ‘Daniel, who is one of the exiles

from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to the decree

you put in writing. He still prays three times a day.”

See how belittling that 1s?

“The foreigner from Judah that you think is so great, we want
to tell you some things about him.”

1. “He doesn’t pay any attention to you.”

That’s a lie. He has been very careful to pay attention to
Darius. It 1s the decree that i1s the problem.

2. “He pays no attention to the decree that has been put in
writing.”

Yes, he does and he made the decision not to go along with it.
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Peterson paraphrases the phrase:

He ignores you and defies your decree.
(source unknown)

It 1s putting him in a position where Darius is going to be so
angry that he is going to make a decision he will regret for the
rest of his life.

David Jeremiah says:

We’ve snared him now, the informers smirked to
themselves. Daniel’s goose is cooked. The king doesn’t dare
reverse his order. The lions will have a tasty feast tonight! And
so they told the king about Daniel’s praying.

(source unknown)

Daniel knows he has been discovered and it 1s just a matter of
time before they come knocking on the door. He has literally
lived his last day on earth from a human perspective.

Michelle McKinney says:

(Get Over It and On with It! by Michelle McKinney
Hammond)

Ah, life. Wonderful! Terrible. Exhilarating! Terrifying.
Beautiful! Ugly. Generous. Demanding. Fair. Unfair.
Fulfilling. Draining. Rewarding. Disappointing. And
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relentless. We can all think of a lot of words to describe life
based on our individual experiences, but I'm sure we can agree
on at least one adjective: unpredictable. Let’s face it. Life
never goes as planned. For those of us who don’t have a
deliberate outline of the future, most of us generally have a
subconscious expectation that at the very least, life will
proceed undisturbed by major drama and interruptions. But
this is rarely the case.

p. 3

v. 14 When the king heard this, he was greatly
distressed; he was determined to rescue Daniel and
made every effort until sundown to save him.

“When the king heard this, he was greatly distressed; he was
determined to rescue Daniel and made every effort until
sundown to save him.”

The king has been fooled and greatly manipulated and has not
paid attention to business. He was determined to rescue
Daniel and make every effort until sundown to save him.

There was an incredible relationship between the two of them:
That is why Darius wanted to put him in that number one
position because he was a man of integrity.

First of all, when he heard, he i1s depressed. He really wants to
try and escape this and look for any alternate routes, making
every effort until sundown to save Daniel. Time ran off the
clock and he 1s unsuccessful.
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v. 15 Then the men went as a group to the king and said
to him, “Remember, O king, that according to the
law of the Medes and Persians no decree or edict
that the king issues can be changed.”

“Then the men went as a group to the king and said to him,
‘Remember, O king, that according to the law of the Medes
and Persians no decree or edict that the king issues can be
changed.”

These blood thirsty sharks are circling the victim. They know
they have a point and their personal agenda is going to be
accomplished and Darius knows the end is here.

v. 16 So the king gave the order, and they brought
Daniel and threw him into the lions’ den. The king
said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve
continually, rescue you!”

“So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and
threw him into the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, ‘May

your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!”

It says they threw him into the lion’s den but he probably
walked in, cooperating fully with what God wanted to do.

Notice what the King says to him in his last words:
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“May your God,”—not my god—“whom you serve continually,
rescue you!”

What a legacy! Circle that word “continually.”

“Your greatest witness continues on, undistracted and focused
on the task, continually doing what you need to do. You
resolve the critical issues and you do it daily. Once that is
settled, then your witness to the God whom you serve
continually goes on.” What a statement!

“May [he] rescue you.”
What does it mean, “continually?”

“Continually, your convictions have been firm, solid as a rock.
You are consistent in your daily life and you continually come
up smelling like roses.”

When we see the word “continually,” we think of the Energizer
Bunny. He just keeps going and going.

That is Daniel.
“May the God whom you serve continually, rescue you.”

v. 17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of
the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet
ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that
Daniel’s situation might not be changed.
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“A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den,
and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the
rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s situation might not be
changed.”

Remember that Good Friday night, when everyone was so
scared that something might happen in the tomb when Jesus
1s buried? They sealed 1t with the stone because they were
afraid something might happen and someone would steal the
body away. On that occasion and on this, they are sealing the
acts of men and they are hoping nothing will undo it.

This 1s similar to the situation that Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego had on a previous occasion.

v. 18 Then the king returned to his palace and spent the
night without eating and without any
entertainment being brought to him. And he could
not sleep.

“Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night
without eating and without any entertainment being brought
to him. And he could not sleep.”

All he can see 1s the crushing of Daniel and the cries of

innocence. It is frightening him so much all night long. He
cannot even consider the thought of sleeping.
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v. 19 At the first light of dawn, the king got up and
hurried to the lions’ den.

“At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the
lions’ den.”

This verse reminds us of Easter, doesn’t 1t?

Remember when the ladies got up? Mary was there very early
and Peter was there too. When they got there, the stone was
rolled away. The angel said, “He 1s not here, for He has risen.”

v. 20 When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in
an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the living
God, has your God, whom you serve continually,
been able to rescue you from the lions?”

“When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an
anguished voice, ‘Daniel, servant of the living God, has your
God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you

from the lions?”

Darius falls apart with joy when he gets a response from the
den.

v. 21 Daniel answered, “O king, live forever!
“Daniel answered, ‘O king, live forever!”

Daniel explains to him what happened.
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v. 22 My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of
the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was
found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done
any wrong before you, O king.”

“My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions.
They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his
sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, O king.”

An angel came and met his needs. Do we believe in angels? Da
we think angels still do today what they did biblically?

Acts 12:6-10

And on the very night when Herod was about to bring him
forward, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with
two chains; and guards in front of the door were watching over
the prison. And behold, an angel of the Lord suddenly
appeared, and a light shone in the cell; and he struck Peter’s
side and roused him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And his chains
fell off his hands. And the angel said to him, “Gird yourself
and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to him,
“Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.” And he went out
and continued to follow, and he did not know that what was
being done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a
vision. And when they had passed the first and second guard,
they came to the iron gate that leads into the city, which
opened for them by itself; and they went out and went along
one street; and immediately the angel departed from him.
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God sent an angel and He is still doing that today.

THE PICKUP TRUCK

Pastor Don Whitney and his wife had an unusual
experience on their wedding night: “We were married in
Fayetteville, Arkansas, on the night of January 8. The snow
began to fall in the Ozarks just as we left the church, but we
had no idea at the time that we were driving into the teeth of ah
18-inch snowfall, the worst winter storm in Arkansas history.

“Road conditions rapidly deteriorated as we drove west
across the Oklahoma border where the snow had been drifting
longer. Not only did the blowing snow blind our vision, the
blizzard obliterated the tracks of the few other travelers who
had preceded us on the highway. For long stretches at a time,
the only way to determine that we were actually on the road
was for me to stick my head out the window into the below-zero
wind chill and stay to the right of the dead weeds in the ditch
whose tops could still barely be seen sticking out above the
snow. We feared for our lives.

“Our situation became so desperate that finally we agreed
to stop at the next house we passed and ask if we could stay,
even though it meant not only spending our first night togetheér
in a small country house with complete strangers, but probably
most of our honeymoon as well. Heading toward a resort hotel
on a secluded lake 1n northeastern Oklahoma, however, we were
traveling relatively minor two-lane roads and in rural areas. It
seemed as though we’d never drive by a house. Finally, we did,
but no one was home! The same thing was true at the next
house. We had no choice but to keep moving.
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“We went for miles without seeing another vehicle, and we
were not at all sure we could find our way on these back roads;
But about 1:30 a.m., headlights appeared out of the snow in our
rearview mirror. To our surprise, the vehicle pulled out to pass
in spite of the treacherous conditions. An old pick moved around
us and then settled comfortably in front of us at our same rate
of speed. Comforted by his company, we decided to follow in the
ruts made by his tires regardless of where he went.

“For half an hour the truck turned this way and that onto
desolate country backroads, plowing a path for us through the
fierce storm. Suddenly the old truck slowed to a stop in front of
an arch across the road. From his headlights we could read on
the arch the name of our resort. He had led us to the very spot
we had been trying to reach! Then the pickup turned around,
drove past us and out of sight into the blizzard.

“Why, of all places, did the driver of the truck head for such
a remote location on such a horrible night? And why, after
traveling for so long in the storm to get there, would he turn
around at that point? Was it an angel that guided us safely
out of danger and escorted exactly where we needed to go?
We could never prove to you that it was, but you could never
convince us that it wasn’t.”

[SBC Life, Sum 1993. Page 10.]

(From InfoSearch 4.2)

Tell the Angels Hello

The Vacation Bible School teacher, surrounded by her group of
first graders, proposed a letter-writing project. Each child was
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asked to write to a friend. Six-year-old Lance produced the
following letter in his childish print:

Dear Jesus,
I like to go to Bible School. I like to play with the kids. I am a
good boy.

P.S. Tell the angels hello.

Citation: Beverly A. Flaten, Williston, ND. Christian Reader, “Lite Fare?”
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

Notice the response. This is where we understand that God
never makes a mistake. Watch the end of this now.

v. 23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift
Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was lifted

from the den, no wound was found on him, because
he had trusted in his God.

“The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of
the den. And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound
was found on him, because he had trusted 1n his God.”

Remember when those three men went through the furnace?
What happened? There was no smell and no burning of hair or
clothes. It was like they were untouched by the fire.

Here, Daniel has been untouched by the lions. The reason is
given in that last statement:

29



“because he had trusted in his God.”

They trusted in their God to be able, if He didn’t take them
through i1t, He had a greater purpose.

Put that in perspective. Here is a man who is flying in a light
plane with a friend.

Plane Passenger Learns About Trust

Years ago a friend invited me to fly across central Florida in
his private plane. During my friend’s 50 years of experience as
a pilot he flew all over the world and faced every possible
condition.

On our return trip the airplane began to shake and the engine
started coughing and losing power. As I looked down from an
altitude of a few thousand feet, terror gripped me. I felt an
incredible urge to do something. But there was nothing I could
do. I had no experience in flying, landing, or fixing a plane.

Then I looked at my friend at the controls. He was utterly
calm as he adjusted knobs and switches and continued to pilot
the plane to a safe landing.

There are times in life when I desperately want to grab

control. My experience in the plane reminds me that if I take
control I will ruin or destroy my life. At those moments, I

30



must resist the urge and trust the one who has seen it all
before, and who knows what he is doing.

Citation: Charlie Crowe, Covington, Georgia
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

That 1s when we get into trouble. We get terrified and are so
eager to act to find our own deliverance and therefore we
create an even greater problem.

Here 1s Daniel who 1s delivered because he trusts in his God.

Anne Graham Lotz in her book Why is describing some of the
happenings after 9/11:

(Why? Trusting God When You Don’t Understand by Anne
Graham Lotz)

When there are no answers to your questions...
Trust Him when you don’t understand.
Trust His heart.
Trust His purpose.
Trust Him when it is your heart that’s broken.
Trust His goodness.
Trust Him beyond the grave.
Trust Him to know best.
Trust His plan to be bigger than yours.
Trust Him to keep His Word.
Trust Him to be on time.
Trust Him to be enough.
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Trust Him to set you free.
Trust Him—and Him alone!
The times when you and I can’t trace His hand of purpose;
we must trust His heart of love! Trust HIM!
p. 16-17

God answers prayer, but sometimes the way He goes
about it can be incredibly confusing and unconventional.
Which is one reason He goes about it in that way—so that our
faith rests totally in Him. Then, when the answer comes, we
know without a shred of doubt that it comes from Him alone
and that he knows best. And we give Him all the glory.

p. 60

v. 24 At the king’s command, the men who had falsely
accused Daniel were brought in and thrown into
the lions’ den, along with their wives and children.
And before they reached the floor of the den, the
lions overpowered them and crushed all their
bones.

“At the king’s command, the men who had falsely accused
Daniel were brought in and thrown into the lions’ den, along
with their wives and children. And before they reached the
floor of the den, the lions overpowered them and crushed all
their bones.”

It 1s similar to what happened when Joseph hadn’t revealed
himself to his brothers and said, “I am going to keep one of
you here,” and he chose Simeon. Simeon was the one who
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perpetrated the sale when they took Joseph out of the pit and
sold him. Joseph targets Simeon as the one that is kept while
the others go back.

In this situation, some of these men were the henchmen in the
whole deal. All the rest, as a group, were going along with it.
Darius singles out those men and their families as a sign of

what happens to those who would violate trust and live a life
like this.

v. 25 Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations
and men of every language throughout the land:
“May you prosper greatly!

“Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations and men
of every language throughout the land: ‘May you prosper
greatly!”

He 1s going to write another decree and this one 1s good.

v. 26 “I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom
people must fear and reverence the God of Daniel.
“For he is the living God and he endures forever;
his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion
will never end.

“I 1ssue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people
must fear and reverence the God of Daniel. “For he is the
living God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be
destroyed, his dominion will never end.”
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v. 27 He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and
wonders in the heavens and on the earth. He has
rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.”

“He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in
the heavens and on the earth. He has rescued Daniel from the
power of the lions.”

That 1s a “God thing.” At the darkest hour, when he thinks
there 1s no way out, here will come a king, an emperor, who
will sign something to go way beyond anything he could have
ever dreamed of.

Daniel 1s immediately elevated to the position under Darius
and also Cyrus. He prospers greatly because God 1s doing it
His way and He 1s always faithful. It will be beyond anything
he could ask or imagine.

Notice he gives eight reasons why these people are to fear and
to reverence the God of Daniel in verses 26 and 27:

1. “heis the living God,”
2.  “he endures forever,”
3. “his kingdom will not be destroyed,”

4. “his dominion will never end,”
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5. “He rescues,”
6. “he saves,”

7. “he performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on the
earth,” and

8. “He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.”

v. 28 So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius
and the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

“So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign
of Cyrus the Persian.”

He lived to the approximate age of 95 and then he had a
glorious entry into heaven.

Sixteenth century writer, Lancelot Andrewes said:
“O what great troubles and adversities hast thou shewed me!
And yet didst thou turn and refresh me.”

(source unknown)

Daniel has been through a lot but now he is placed in the
highest position.

David Jeremiah asks the question:
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What are the lions in your life? Perhaps the lions we
confront are i1llness, or business reverses, or slander, or
domestic friction. Sooner or later it 1s inevitable that every
single person will face the lions. The Bible says, “Be self-
controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like
a roaring lion looking for someone to devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). But
God promises that he will keep us safe in the midst of the
lions. “The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear
him, and he delivers them. . . . The lions may grow weak and
hungry, but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing” (Ps.
34:7, 10).

(source unknown)

David Roper says:

(Growing Slowly Wise: Building a Faith that Works by David
Roper)

He 1s making you now, and you are quarreling with the

process.”
p. 28

A hard marriage, a difficult child, a meaningless occupation, 4
lingering illness, confining old age—all these hardships have
been screened through God’s love for our good.

p. 29

He 1s making us now unto what He wants us to become. Don’t
be found quarreling with His purposes.
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Here is the story of Harry and Betty Stam:

(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss)

Betty Scott grew up in China, where her parents were
missionaries. She returned to the United States at the age of
seventeen for her last year of high school, followed by college
and Bible institute. During those years Betty penned a prayer
that has become the petition of many other believers who long
to live a life of unconditional surrender to Jesus as Lord:

Lord, I give up my own plans and purposes, all my own
desires, hopes and ambitions, and I accept Thy will for my
life. I give up myself, my life, my all, utterly to Thee, to be
Thine forever. I hand over to Thy keeping all of my
friendships; all the people whom I love are to take second
place in my heart. Fill me now and seal me with Thy
Spirit. Work out Thy whole will in my life at any cost, for
to me to live 1s Christ. Amen.

After completing her schooling, Betty returned to China
to serve with the China Inland Mission. Two years later, in
October of 1933, she married John Stam, also a CIM worker.
In December of 1934, just weeks after the birth of their baby
girl, John and Betty were taken hostage by hostile Communist
soldiers, and within a few days were beheaded. Betty was
twenty-eight years old.

When she wrote, “Work out Thy whole will in my life at
any cost,” she had no way of knowing what full surrender
would cost her. Although some might consider the cost
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exorbitant, I am confident that Betty, having laid down her
life for Christ, would not think the price too high.
pp. 62-63

These are the lessons from our study:

Lesson #1: Psalm 92:12-15 describes Daniel at 86 years of age:
“The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow
like a cedar of Lebanon; planted in the house of the Lord, they
will flourish in the courts of our God. They will still bear fruit
in old age, they will stay fresh and green, proclaiming, “The

Lord 1s upright; he 1is my Rock, and there is no wickedness in
him” (NIV).

Lesson #2: Daniel demonstrates that it is possible to stand
firm on your convictions rather than conform to the culture.

Lesson #3: “And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may

prove what the will of God is, that which is good and
acceptable and perfect” (Romans 12:2 NASB).

Lesson #4: When Daniel established his devotional disciplines;
he included three times during the day that he spent talking
to the Lord in prayer (verse 10).

Lesson #5: His prayer also included praise.

Lesson #6: His prayers included “asking God for help” (verse
11).
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Lesson #7: “And indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ
Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Timothy 3:12 NASB).

Lesson #8: Daniel is one who 1s remembered as being faithful
to serve God continually (verse 20).

Lesson #9: Daniel is known for being a “servant of the living
God” (verse 20).

Lesson #10: The Lord protects and provides for His own.

Lesson #11: The Lord i1s also in the business of prospering His
own.

“For to me to live 1s Christ, and to die is to gain.” (ref.
Philippians 1:21)

Father, we know this prayer is probably the prayer of Daniel
when he was asking for help to face these circumstances and
You answered beautifully. Lord, You have given us a big
perspective of what You do even late in our lives when we
really learn to settle crucial matters. Father, there are some
people who need to be settling some crucial issues. We pray,
as a result of these studies, Your Holy Spirit will keep them
with insomnia until they settle it. Until they are at quiet
peace with You and totally surrendered to do what You want
them to do. May their legacy be, they served You continually.
For it is in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Twelve —- Daniel 6:10-28

v. 10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been
published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows
opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his
knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done
before.

v. 11 Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying
and asking God for help.

v. 12 So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal
decree: “Did you not publish a decree that during the next thirty
days anyone who prays to any god or man except to you, O king,
would be thrown into the lions’ den?” The king answered, “The
decree stands—in accordance with the laws of the Medes and
Persians, which cannot be repealed.”

v. 13 Then they said to the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles
from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to the decree you
put in writing. He still prays three times a day.”

v. 14 When the king heard this, he was greatly distressed; he was
determined to rescue Daniel and made every effort until sundown
to save him.

v. 15 Then the men went as a group to the king and said to him,
“Remember, O king, that according to the law of the Medes and
Persians no decree or edict that the king issues can be changed.”
v. 16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and
threw him into the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May your
God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!”

v. 17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den,
and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings
of his nobles, so that Daniel’s situation might not be changed.

v. 18 Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night
without eating and without any entertainment being brought to
him. And he could not sleep.
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NOTES

v. 19 At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the
lions’ den.

v. 20 When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an
anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God,
whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the
lions?”

v. 21 Daniel answered, “O king, live forever!
v. 22 My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions.

They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight.
Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, O king.”

v. 23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of
the den. And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was
found on him, because he had trusted in his God.

v. 24 At the king’s command, the men who had falsely accused

Daniel were brought in and thrown into the lions’ den, along with
their wives and children. And before they reached the floor of the
den, the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones.

v. 25 Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations and men
of every language throughout the land: “May you prosper greatly!
v. 26 “I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people
must fear and reverence the God of Daniel. “For he is the living

God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his
dominion will never end.

v. 27 He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in
the heavens and on the earth. He has rescued Daniel from the
power of the lions.”

v. 28 So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign
of Cyrus the Persian.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Daniel 6:10-28 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.
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2. How does Daniel respond to the decree, according to

verse 10?

Copyright © 2024 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,
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6. Describe what the king did the next morning, according

3. What do the leaders tell the king, according to verse
5. What happened to Daniel, according to verses 16 & 17?
to verses 19 & 20.

13?
4. How did the king respond, according to verse 147
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7. What did God do for Daniel, according to verse 227

Copyright © 2024 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,
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. Summarize the king’s decree, according to verses 26 &

o~
0 &N

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?
10. What lesson have you learned from this study?
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: Psalm 92:12-15 describes Daniel at 86 years of
age: “The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will
grow like a cedar of Lebanon; planted in the house of the
Lord, they will flourish in the courts of our God. They will
still bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and green,
proclaiming, ‘The Lord is upright; he is my Rock, and
there 1s no wickedness in him” (NIV).

LESSON #2: Daniel demonstrates that it is possible to stand
firm on your convictions rather than conform to the
culture.

LESSON #3: “And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may

prove what the will of God 1s, that which 1s good and
acceptable and perfect” (Romans 12:2 NASB).

LESSON #4: When Daniel established his devotional
disciplines, he included three times during the day that
he spent talking to the Lord in prayer (verse 10).

LESSON #5: His prayer also included praise.
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LESSON #6: His prayers included “asking God for help”
(verse 11).

LESSON #7: “And indeed, all who desire to live godly in
Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Timothy 3:12 NASB).

LESSON #8: Daniel is one who is remembered as being
faithful to serve God continually (verse 20).

LESSON #9: Daniel is known for being a “servant of the living
God” (verse 20).

LESSON #10: The Lord protects and provides for His own.

LESSON #11: The Lord is also in the business of prospering
His own.
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