A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Thirteen -- Daniel 7:1-14

We finished Daniel in the Lion’s Den, back in chapter 6.
Here’s an interesting story:

MAN TRIES TO CONVERT LIONS TO JESUS, GETS
BITTEN

46-year-old leaps into den at Taipeil Zoo, calls beasts to
Christianity

TAIPEI, Taiwan—A man leaped into a lion’s den at the Taipei
Z00 on Wednesday to try to convert the king of beasts to
Christianity, but was bitten in the leg for his efforts.

“Jesus will save you!” shouted the 46-year-old man at two
African lions lounging under a tree a few meters away.
“Come bite me!” he said with both hands raised, television
footage showed.

One of the lions, a large male with a shaggy mane, bit the
man in his right leg before zoo workers drove it off with water
hoses and tranquilizer guns.



Newspapers said that the lions had been fed earlier in the
day, otherwise the man might have been more seriously hurt :
. . Or Worse.

Copyright 2004 Reuters Limited. All rights reserved. Republication or redistribution of
Reuters content is expressly prohibited without the prior written consent of Reuters.

(source unknown)

Isn’t it interesting, they don’t say anything about Daniel being
in the Lion’s Den? But they really want to make fun of that. In
Daniel’s case, the lions were not converted but subdued by
their Creator until He turned them loose on the political
activists who created the problem in the first place.

When we study Bible prophesy, we are not studying it to try
and figure out the future but for the sheer joy of knowing that
there 1s a sovereign God who 1s orchestrating everything that
goes on 1n the world.

Prophesy 1s Daniel’s story. What we are getting ready to look
at in Daniel 7:1-14 are magnificent, beautiful statements that
are said ahead of time and are actually fulfilled, specifically
and literally.

What we need to do in this study i1s not come and get some
weird ideas from some guy who thinks he got some cutting
edge in regards to prophesy. That is not it. Just see a
sovereign God up there who has orchestrated all of history
and He 1is in total and complete control of everything that is
happening since the world began and ultimately will end in
His kingdom.



Secondly, when we look at prophesy; always look for the
literal interpretation. Don’t try to look for some mystical far
thing that hasn’t been revealed to somebody. Just see it
clearly.

The reason we say that is, 721 years before Jesus Christ was
born, Isaiah the Prophet, said that a virgin would conceive. In
chapter 9, he also said that his name would be called
Wonderful Counselor, The Mighty God and The Everlasting
Father.

Micah, one of his contemporaries from 721 BC, also wrote that
this baby was going to be born in Bethlehem.

We know, from historical records, that those things are very
accurate and to the point with regard to what Isaiah and
Micah had to say.

We read in Galatians:

(Galatians 4:4

But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His
Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,

On schedule, on time, exactly the way it had been
prophesied.



We are going to be blown away in this series of studies, in
the way God communicates with Daniel at a time of great
need.

One other thing we need to understand, in this study,
when we look at the different visions, we are not making
chronological advancement. Daniel was in his late 80’s or
early 90’s in the Lion’s Den. We are going to put the video
in reverse and go back 14 years in this vision.

Each one of these studies will give us a little clue at first.
We are going to get the years and the age of Daniel. We
are going to put him in the situation and because of what
we studied in the first half; we’ll recognize where he is
and the timeline when he receives this particular vision.

Why do we have these prophecies? God 1s very carefully
letting His servant know that He has everything under
control.

In 605 BC, Daniel went in that first group who went to
Babylon. God told Israel and Judah, “If you don’t listen to
Me and you don’t respond to Me and choose to worship
other gods, guess what? I am going to take you out of your
country and you are going to be in bondage to another
country.”

That happened to Israel in 721 BC when the Northern
Kingdom was taken away by Syria. There was only the
Southern Kingdom left. Jeremiah told them, weeping,
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“You are going to spend 70 years in a foreign country and
that foreign country is going to be Babylon.”

Daniel has been counting from 605 BC down to 5639 BC,
where we left him and wondering when those 70 years
were going to come to an end and what God was going to
do next.

God came along and said to Daniel, “I know you really
want to know that and I am going to tell you. I am going
to tell you exactly what is going to happen. What I am
telling you is going to take you up to when another Son of
David, Jesus Christ, is going to come and assume the
throne that was abdicated in 605 BC when
Nebuchadnezzar replaced the Davidic man who was on
the throne at that time.”

This giant period is called “The Time of The Nations,” the
times of the Gentiles, without a person from the house of

David on the throne. Jesus Christ will be the one who will
take that.

What does all that do for us, individually? If we are here,
living with the controls completely in the hands of The
Sovereign God, who created us for a purpose and fulfills
that purpose every day, if we’re checking in with Him on a
daily basis, walking with Him according to His priorities,
then we should be excited.



We are fulfilled because every day gets us closer to the
time when we are going to have a rendezvous with the
love of our life; we are going to get to be with Jesus. Death
doesn’t scare us a bit because we know we are going right
into His presence. We have loved Him and longed for Him
and we realize that He can’t wait in the morning. He is
like a lover who is looking at his watch, waiting for us to
get there to prepare for another day of His perfect plan for
our life.

Isaiah 14:24, 27

The LORD of hosts has sworn saying, “Surely, just as I have
intended so it has happened, and just as I have planned so it
will stand,

“For the LORD of hosts has planned, and who can

frustrate 1t? And as for His stretched-out hand, who can
turn 1t back?”

1 Chronicles 16:31

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; And let
them say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.”

2 Peter 1:19

And so we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which
you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark
place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your
hearts.



In these fourteen verses, we are going to see the
Sovereign God of the Universe tell us and tell Daniel,
what i1s going to happen following this time.

In these chapters, we get the vision in the first part of it
and then the last part is the interpretation. Everything in
this introductive study, will be vindicated in the next
episode. The same thing will happen in chapter 8.

Our chapter opens in 553 BC. That means we are 14
years earlier than we were when Babylon fell that night.
The hand writing came on the wall and wrote, “You are
welghed in the balance and found wanting.”

v. 1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon,
Daniel had a dream, and visions passed through his
mind as he was lying on his bed. He wrote down the
substance of his dream.

“In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel
had a dream, and visions passed through his mind as he
was lying on his bed. He wrote down the substance of his
dream.”

This happened during the time of Belshazzar.
Nebuchadnezzar was the King of Babylon who took
Daniel into exile. He is the one who had them go to that
special school, the one who gave them all of those
privileges. Daniel covered for him when he went through
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those 7 years of insanity. There was a neat relationship
between Daniel and Nebuchadnezzar.

Nebuchadnezzar died and it has been about 9 years that
he has been gone. When Nebuchadnezzar died, Daniel
was forced into early retirement. Neither Belshazzar nor
Nabonidus cared anything about the God of Judah. They
didn’t care anything about spiritual things and it seems

like Daniel 1s forced over on the sideline by circumstances
of life. That 1s GOD’S SOVEREIGN PLAN.

Some of us have had a rough time because of a
relationship, employment, or something we can’t control.
We have been brought here, wondering what in the world
God 1s doing.

Listen, each of us are not alone. We have all been there,
wondering why in the world something happened and we

are miserable because 1t doesn’t seem consistent with the
love of God.

Think of old Daniel, late in life, in a foreign country,
shoved to the sidelines and God comes along and gives
him these visions and dreams. During this time, Daniel
also has time enough to write the Book of Daniel.

Who are we to question what God does? He puts us on the
sideline, sovereignly, for a moment, for a period of time,
for the purpose of preparing us for the phenomenal



ministry and blessing he has in store, if we will just
believe Him and go with the ride.

Think of Abraham and Sarah. He 1s going to be the father
of many nations but it’s going to take 25 years and he is
going to mess it up before he gets there.

That is the way we do life instead of just trusting Him. He
1s sovereign and He will never change. He 1s the Lord
God. Nothing is too hard for Him.

Trust Him.

Here 1s Daniel lying on his bed and he has this
phenomenal dream. He is getting ready to tell us. He 1s 72
years old.

v. 2 Daniel said: “In my vision at night I looked, and
there before me were the four winds of heaven
churning up the great sea.

“Daniel said: ‘In my vision at night I looked, and there
before me were the four winds of heaven churning up the
ogreat sea.”

Prophetically, wherever we see a “sea,” it always
describes all of humanity. When God looks down, He sees
a “churning...sea” when He sees all the nations. Why?
The sea 1s churning because every nation is trying to go



ahead on their own, without God. The sea is constantly in
turmoil. It describes, basically, the nations of the world.

In scene one, Daniel 1s getting a panoramic view of all
humanity, all of the nations in the sea.

Revelations 17:15

And he said to me, “The waters which you saw where the
harlot sits, are peoples and multitudes and nations and
tongues.

The great sea could be “The Mediterranean Sea.” It is
called the great sea but we see it more as a picture of all
human history.

Isaiah 57:20, 21

But the wicked are like the tossing sea, which cannot rest,
whose waves cast up mire and mud. “There 1s no peace,”
says my God, “for the wicked.”

It 1s the symbol of polluted, turbulent humanity, trying to
exploit and govern themselves. That is the way God sees
the world.

Where 1s the wind coming from? All four corners. God
blows on humanity, literally, a hurricane from all four
points of the compass, trying to get national entities to
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turn to Him and let His sovereign purpose be
accomplished.

He has blown on the United States of America in our
early history and we certainly responded. But we are not
going to find the United States of America in any
prophetic scripture we read.

We don’t need to know but, we just need to be faithful.

Isn’t it interesting that we’re talking about humanity
being a sea and the wind is blowing from all four
directions? We hear about tidal waves wiping out
thousands. Noah got the word that fountains of the deep
were going to be broken and they were going to wipe out
humanity with a flood.

The only reason a tidal wave hasn’t wiped out all
humanity 1s because God put a rainbow in the sky to say
He would never allow anything like that to happen again.

God 1s a Holy God and He 1s sitting up there and has all
the tools at His disposal to cause humanity to be totally

wiped out if He chose to do that.

We need to understand that He 1s in total and complete
control and He 1s sovereign.

Hurricanes Show the Natural Hand of God
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The onslaught of hurricanes, marching one after the other in
the fall of 2004 prompted many people to think more about
God. It 1s safe to say that there were countless prayers for God
to temper the might of the storms. Others realized they were
seeing the power of God through nature. Kevin Harless, 32,
who was sightseeing in Panama City Beach, Florida, was
more of a theologian than he may have realized. He said, “You
want to see the natural hand of God firsthand, but you don’t
realize how strong it 1s.”

Citation: Lee Eclov, Vernon Hills, Illinois; source: Jay Reeves;
“Hurricane Ivan Storms Ashore,” AP (9-16-04)
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

The Sovereign God can shake the sea bed and accomplish
whatever He wants.

Amos 4:12

Prepare to meet your God.

What do we learn from this? When we look at Revelation
6:19, the period of the Tribulation, what do we have?

We have:
SEALS,

TRUMPET, and
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bold JUDGMENT.

Look at all 21 of those judgments and over half of them
have to do with natural phenomena. God is in control of
nature and He 1s going to use nature when He gets to the
final judgment of sin, in the day of tribulation, before
Christ comes to set up His kingdom.

There are going to be natural phenomena that will take
place, under His sovereign control for the purpose of
preparing for the fact that the kingdom 1s coming.

Don’t go any further than that. Don’t try to explain that
God 1s really mad and He blew it up or something like
that. That 1s not our option. We don’t know God that well,
to know why He allowed i1t. We do know He 1s sovereign
and 1s fully capable and causes us great fear and respect
for who He 1s and that is as far as we need to take it.

As time goes on, it will intensify. Lord Jesus said that
there would be greater earthquakes, more of this and
more of that and will go on and intensify until the end.

Jeremiah 32:27

“I am the LORD, the God of all mankind. Is anything too
hard for me?

Up out of this turbulent sea of humanity will come 4
national entities. Whenever we see a beast in the Bible, it
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1s a national entity. That beast will be characterized as
some kind of animal. That animal represents the kingdom
or the nation.

For example: When we say Lion, what do we think of?——
Great Britain.

When we say an Eagle, what do we think of?—United
States of America.

It 1s going to be easy for us to take these 4 entities and see
them as nations that are coming into sequence at the time
of Daniel receiving the vision.

There 1s a parallel between what we are going to see here
and what happened in Daniel Chapter 2. Remember when
Nebuchadnezzar had that vision of that man? He had a
head of gold, arms and chest of silver, belly of brass and
legs of iron—4 metals, 4 kingdoms—Babylon, Medo-
Persia, Greece, and Rome.

That is exactly the same sequence that the Lord is giving
to Daniel in this vision.

Why do we have a big handsome man with
Nebuchadnezzar and we have ugly beast over here? This
1s God’s perspective of humanity and the other is man’s
perspective of humanity.
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It 1s clearly given twice so we can understand that it is
going to happen and we can read it in the history books
and it’s already all happened, literally and been fulfilled,
just exactly what Daniel sees in the vision.

v. 3 Four great beasts, each different from the others,
came up out of the sea.

“Four great beasts, each different from the others, came
up out of the sea.”

v. 4 The first was like a lion, and it had the wings of an
eagle. I watched until its wings were torn off and it
was lifted from the ground so that it stood on two
feet like a man, and the heart of a man was given to
it.

“The first was like a lion, and 1t had the wings of an eagle.
I watched until its wings were torn off and it was lifted
from the ground so that it stood on two feet like a man,
and the heart of a man was given to it.”

Referring to Babylon:

Jeremiah 4:7

A lion has come out of his lair; a destroyer of nations has
set out. He has left his place to lay waste your land. Your
towns will lie in ruins without inhabitant.
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Archeologists have found winged Lions as national
symbols of Babylon. This is the kingdom that 1s
responsible for bringing Daniel and the rest of his group
into captivity. He 1s the one who began all of this.

Stephen R. Miller says:

Second, statues of winged lions, which are believed to have
been representative of the empire, have been found in the
ruins of Babylon, and lions adorned the famous Ishtar Gate.
Although the text does not specifically interpret the rest of the
verse, the meaning of the symbolism would naturally be
expected to be found 1n the descriptions of Nebuchadnezzar
(who embodied the Babylonian Empire) presented elsewhere
in the book.

(source unknown)

Miller says further:

The lion’s wings being torn off speaks of the king’s insanity
and loss of power; standing on two feet like a man and
receiving a human heart (mind) denotes Nebuchadnezzar’s
humanitarian rule after his insanity; and the lion being “lifted
up from the ground” indicates that it was God who raised the
king to his place of honor.

(source unknown)

As the vision begins, we have Babylon the Lion in control.
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What does it mean when it says that the wings were torn
off?

That 1s the seven years of insanity when Nebuchadnezzar
was disqualified from serving and Daniel covered for him.

What happened at the end of that? He literally stood up
on his hind legs, like a man, and acknowledged the
Sovereign God. It was the most beautiful testimony and
we were all convinced that Nebuchadnezzar truly had a
conversion experience. The end of his reign was so much
more humanitarian than anything he had done before. It
describes what takes place when a man gets his heart
right.

Even though the “wings were torn off,” he was “lifted from
the ground” and he stood up “like a man, and the heart of
a man was given to it.”

v. 5 And there before me was a second beast, which
looked like a bear. It was raised up on one of its
sides, and it had three ribs in its mouth between its
teeth. It was told, ‘Get up and eat your fill of flesh?!

“And there before me was a second beast, which looked
like a bear. It was raised up on one of its sides, and it had
three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. It was told, [by
The Sovereign God] ‘Get up and eat your fill of flesh!”

17



What is going to happen is that Babylon is done. Medo-
Persia 1s going to come in. Belshazzar saw it on the wall—
“you have been weighed in the balances and found
wanting.”

Remember that night that Belshazzar died. The Medo-
Persians came, re-routed the Euphrates River, came in
under the wall and at the very time of the drunken party,
the soldier came in and Belshazzar was murdered and the
Kingdom was taken over.

Medo-Persia was a very violent, fierce Empire and a bear
symbolizes that—tramping and trudging wherever they
want and they ate a lot of flesh.

They extended the kingdom further than it had ever been
extended in the time of the Babylonians, so they
accomplished a great deal.

The reason the bear 1s up on one side, 1s that there are
two entities in this—Medo/Medes, and the Persians. The
Medes are involved as dominant, in the beginning but the
Persians take over and they are the entity we would
remember.

We remember the Persians because of Nehemiah and
Ezra; Esther in a Persian King’s home and his wife. The
stories are set in that Persian Empire. We see that
Biblically. They rose up but why is he pictured as a bear
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that has just finished a bar-b-que with 3 ribs in his
mouth?

It 1s because there were 3 Kingdoms that were destroyed
when they took over—Babylon, Egypt, and Syria. History
books will tell us that they are the 3 that bit the dust in
the initial transition from Babylon becoming Medo-Persia.
That all happened in 539 BC, so we can track that.

v. 6 After that, I looked, and there before me was
another beast, one that looked like a leopard. And
on its back it had four wings like those of a bird.
This beast had four heads, and it was given
authority to rule.

“After that, I looked, and there before me was another beast,
one that looked like a leopard.”

What’s a leopard like—fast and thirsty for blood.

“And on its back 1t had four wings like those of a bird. This
beast had four heads, and it was given authority to rule.”

Who gave this beast authority to rule—The Sovereign God.

When we think in terms of Greece following the Medo-
Persians, who do we think of? We saw it historically, during
the holidays, in Alexander the Great. He had an incredible
thirst for just taking territory. In four years he completely
took the Empire away from the Persians. Within eight years,
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he had conquered 11,000 miles of territory that stretched from
the West all the way to India in the East.

He is the one who, at 31 years of age, sat down and cried
because there were no more kingdoms to conquer. He was
drunk and had gotten some kind of disease during one of his
campaigns and died at 31 years of age. When he died, 4 of his
generals stepped forward and divided the Empire up among
themselves—that is our 4 heads.

When we see a head, we think of authority or governing
entities. These 4 generals—we’ll get specifics on which
general did what and what they took as we further interpret
1it—but they were given authority to rule.

What contribution does Greece give to us as Believers? It was
a purpose of the extension of this great Kingdom that a
language would be developed everybody would understand.
That 1s the Greek of the New Testament. It is a part of God’s
marvelous plan to have a language that everybody could
communicate and understand. There 1s a perfect set of
circumstances when the time came for The Christ to come.

v. 7 After that, in my vision at night I looked, and there
before me was a fourth beast—terrifying and
frightening and very powerful. It had large iron
teeth; it crushed and devoured its victims and
trampled underfoot whatever was left. It was
different from all the former beasts, and it had ten
horns.
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“After that, in my vision at night I looked, and there
before me was a fourth beast—terrifying and frightening
and very powerful. It had large iron teeth;”—legs of iron,
you have Rome in the picture—“it crushed and devoured
1ts victims and trampled underfoot whatever was left. It
was different from all the former beasts, and it had ten
horns.”

This “FOURTH BEAST” is described in NINE WAYS. It was:
1. “terrifying,”
2. “frightening,” and
3. “very powerful.”
4. “It had large iron teeth,”
5. “it crushed...its victims,”
6. “it...devoured 1ts victims,”
7. “it...trampled underfoot whatever was left,”
8. “It was different from all the former beasts,” and
9. “it had ten horns.”

David Jeremiah says:

21



There i1s no other animal in all the animal kingdom that
we can compare to the fourth beast. It represented the
1imperialistic, cruel materialism of Rome, the empire that was
known for its cruelty. It was Rome that crucified Peter and
beheaded Paul. It was Rome that banished John to the island
of Patmos, and Rome that burned Christians and butchered
men, women, and children. It was Rome that crucified our

Lord.
(source unknown)

Rome 1s an ugly, vicious kingdom that has come on the
scene.

It 1s troublesome in one thing. This beast has ten horns.
Horns always speak of authority in national entities.

There has never been a time in Roman history that we
don’t have this, where Rome was split up into ten entities.
Therefore, we have to take that and make that prophetic
future.

We have not seen that historically. That is something that
1s still going to happen. A lot of times, when we are
studying prophecy, we come along in history and there
will always be something that has not happened yet and
we will try to figure out what it is.

In the final days of the Roman Empire—some believe all
of the world will be centered in a great Roman Empire
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that will be formed by the United States of Europe. There
will be ten nations. That ten nation entity will control all
of the world economy and will know our health program.
We will be totally and completely under the domination
and control of this worldwide government. Thank God, if
we know Jesus, we are not going to be here for that, we
will be out of here.

Believers will be martyred for their faith. The pictures we
see 1n the Book of Revelation, the pictures we see about
this future, the revived Roman Empire is going to be just
as cruel, vicious and violent, as we have seen 1n the
history of the original Roman Empire.

Something interesting happens with the ten horns. Look
at the next verse. The ten toes in the vision in Daniel 2
and the ten horns in this vision are exactly the same.
They relate and fit perfectly with that future time.

v. 8 While I was thinking about the horns, there before
me was another horn, a little one, which came up
among them; and three of the first horns were
uprooted before it. This horn had eyes like the eyes
of a man and a mouth that spoke boastfully.

“While I was thinking about the horns, there before me
was another horn, a little one, which came up among
them; and three of the first horns were uprooted before it.
This horn had eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth
that spoke boastfully.”
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This little horn that comes up through this entity of these
other ten, in order to grow and come into dominance,
wipes out three of the ten. All that means 1s that when
the man of sin, the anti-Christ, the world leader, that
little horn, comes up and begins to manifest himself and
he 1s going to wipe out three of the entities just like Persia
had three ribs in their mouth.

This guy 1s going to come to the surface. He 1s brilliant,
has the eyes of a man, arrogant, has no place for God,
ugly, vile, and 1s Satan’s masterpiece. It 1s Satan’s last
shot at a kingdom and this worldwide leader is going to
effectively displace three of those ten. The other seven are
going to realize the handwriting is on the wall and they
will turn all of their authority over to him.

We then have the ten entities all under his leadership.
Some dramatic things are going to happen.
Dyer in his book Prophecy in the Light of Today, says:

(Prophecy in the Light of Today by Charles H. Dyer)

Finally, Satan focuses on his political agenda and reaches
out to rule the world. Losing his place in heaven made him
only more determined to succeed on earth. During the last
three-and-one-half years of the Tribulation period, Satan,
through the Antichrist, rules the world. Though he knows his
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time 1s short, he wants to make the most of it. We read these
stunning words: “He was given power to make war against the
saints and to conquer them. And he was given authority over
every tribe, people, language and nation. All inhabitants of
the earth will worship the beast—all whose names have not
been written in the book of life belonging to the Lamb that
was slain from the creation of the world” . . .

By the time the Antichrist appears, the world will be
ready to deify a leader if he appears to have what it takes to
unite the world and bring in an era of peace. It is not enough
for Satan to inhabit a man who will claim to be God. The
master deceiver will actually try to duplicate the three
members of the Trinity. These three personalities will do their
best to try to confuse the world by pretending to be the true
and living God.

p. 77

Dyer says further:

e When all hell breaks loose, there will be worldwide
deception.

e When all hell breaks loose, there will be worldwide
control.

e When all hell breaks loose, there will be worldwide
blasphemy.

A furious devil is in charge—but not for long.

p. 79

Remember when we look at something like this, God is
still up there, sovereign and in control. He 1s handling
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every part of it and He determines the time and secures
the victory. We already know who wins. Keep on
remembering that He is up there.

The problem we have is our lives are filled with so many
distractions that consume us while we are trying to build
our own little kingdom down here. We never do really get
to the place where we line up to His authority and His
kingdom and His kingdom plans. We are still trying to do
ours down here.

We think that God will appreciate that and God is going
to help us to accomplish the building of our kingdom. He
1s not interested in that at all. He wants to use us as an
instrument in His kingdom and His kingdom program to
accomplish His purpose.

God did not put us down here so that we could benefit
from Him. He has us down here for a period of time so He
can benefit from us. We have to get the shoe on the right
foot. If we find ourselves distracted and off in so many
different directions that have nothing to do with eternity,
get focused and get in line with what He is trying to
accomplish.

v. 9 As I looked, thrones were set in place, and the
Ancient of Days took his seat. His clothing was as
white as snow; the hair of his head was white like
wool. His throne was flaming with fire, and its
wheels were all ablaze.
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“As I looked, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of
Days took his seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the
hair of his head was white like wool. His throne was
flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze.”

This 1s the only place in Scripture where we see God the
Father. This is the awesome, sovereign God. Revelation
chapter 1 1s a picture of the Lord Jesus— the Son like the
Father.

Ezekiel 1:15-21

As I looked at the living creatures, I saw a wheel on the
ground beside each creature with its four faces. This was the
appearance and structure of the wheels: They sparkled like
chrysolite, and all four looked alike. Each appeared to be
made like a wheel intersecting a wheel. As they moved, they
would go 1in any one of the four directions the creatures faced,;
the wheels did not turn about as the creatures went. Their
rims were high and awesome, and all four rims were full of
eyes all around. When the living creatures moved, the wheels
beside them moved; and when the living creatures rose from
the ground, the wheels also rose. Wherever the spirit would
go, they would go, and the wheels would rise along with them,
because the spirit of the living creatures was in the wheels.
When the creatures moved, they also moved; when the
creatures stood still, they also stood still; and when the
creatures rose from the ground, the wheels rose along with
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them, because the spirit of the living creatures was in the
wheels.

Somehow, seeing this massive vision, there are these
whirling wheels of fire and the picture of the throne is
overwhelming.

“the Ancient of Days” is calling court and he is bringing
Babylon, Persia, Greece and Rome to court. He 1s dealing
with the nations of the world and setting up court. This
does not have anything to do with the Great White
Throne Judgment when the books are opened. This is a
national judgment on the part of the Ancient of Days with
these nations that we have just looked at.

Corrie Ten Boom says:

“God knows the future. God plans the future. God has told us
the future in His Word.”
(source unknown)

Above all of this human chaos 1s God who 1s sovereignly
in control.

v. 10 A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before
him. Thousands upon thousands attended him; ten
thousand times ten thousand stood before him. The
court was seated, and the books were opened.
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“A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before him.
Thousands upon thousands attended him; ten thousand times
ten thousand stood before him. The court was seated, and the
books were opened.”

God 1s taking the nations to court.

v. 11 Then I continued to watch because of the boastful
words the horn was speaking. I kept looking until
the beast was slain and its body destroyed and
thrown into the blazing fire.

“Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words
the horn was speaking. I kept looking until the beast was
slain and its body destroyed and thrown into the blazing

fire.”

That horn 1s the man of sin, the world leader. He 1s the
only one, along with the national entities, to stand in the
way of Christ having His Universal Kingdom. The Father
deals with that.

Where do we get all of that? Read Revelation 19:20 for the
answer.

Revelation 19:20

And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet
who performed the signs in his presence, by which he
deceived those who had received the mark of the beast
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and those who worshiped his image; these two were
thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with
brimstone.

That 1s the dramatic conclusion of what we call “The
Battle of Armageddon”. That is the last great conflict in
Revelation 19 before Christ comes with the freedom to set
up His Kingdom.

Here’s an ad in a newspaper:

ARMAGEDDON—THE EARTH’S LAST WAR—HOW
AND WHERE IT WILL BE FOUGHT—At the First
Baptist Church

(From InfoSearch 5.1)

What is going to happen in that final battle? God 1s going
to say “two words” and it 1s over. “Drop dead.” Then the
next thing is exciting beyond words.

v. 12 (The other beasts had been stripped of their
authority, but were allowed to live for a period of
time.)

“(The other beasts had been stripped of their authority,
but were allowed to live for a period of time.)”

That means, we hope, coming out of Greece will be a
language that will affect Rome, coming out of Persia will
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be some entities that will affect the other generation. It is
believed, for a period of time, these other nations
experienced in the existing authority some contributions
that affected the future and the Lord allowed that.

v. 13 In my vision at night I looked, and there before meé
was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds
of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and
was led into his presence.

“In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was
one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.
He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his
presence.”

“Son of Man”—that is the title He calls himself more than
any other in the gospels.

How 1s He coming? He is “coming with the clouds of
heaven.” We see in just a minute, in His last sermon, He
uses these very words to describe His return. It is
beautiful.

“He approached the Ancient of Days”—he 1s going to see
Dad.

“was led into his presence”—we are going to find out why
He is there.
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All of the authority i1s leaving God the Father and is being
transferred to God the Son, the greater Son of David, who
now can take the authority and rule and reign forever and
forever. What a picture!

Here 1s the Psalm that will give us the transfer of power.

Psalm 2:6-9

“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” T will
proclaim the decree of the LORD: He said to me, “You are
my Son; today I have become your Father. Ask of me, and
I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the
earth your possession. You will rule them with an iron
scepter; you will dash them to pieces like pottery.”

Revelation 19:11

And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and
He who sat on 1t 1s called Faithful and True, and 1n
righteousness He judges and wages war.

Then in His last sermon just before He went to the cross,
He said:

Matthew 24:30

and then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky,
and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will
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see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power
and great glory.

It 1s just like He 1s fulfilling Daniel’s prophecy right in His
final message.

Revelation 11:15

And the seventh angel sounded; and there arose loud voices 11
heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the
kingdom of our Lord, and of His Christ; and He will reign
forever and ever.”

Someone said:

“Those who see God’s hand 1n everything can best leave
everything in God’s hand.”
(Daily Walk Bible, page unknown)

What we have seen is, “everything in God’s hand.”

v. 14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign
power; all peoples, nations and men of every
language worshiped him. His dominion is an
everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and
his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.

“He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all
peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him.
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His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass
away, and his kingdom 1s one that will never be destroyed.”

Remember the picture when Christ has been raised from
the dead?

We’re concluding the Gospel of Matthew and He is looking
at the Disciples in His resurrected body. Remember what

He said?

Matthew 28:18-20

“All authority has been given to me in heaven and on
earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the
end of the age.”

A lot of people are always chasing the dollar, always
chasing things that are not important in life and they
wake up too late. They have to leave behind them a
grieving group of people who never saw a person who was
living by God’s sovereign divine plan, being useful in His
hands for His glory and His honor.

These are the lessons from our study:

Lesson #1: God does sovereignly control the course of history
and our lives as well.
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Lesson #2: “The Lord Almighty has sworn, ‘Surely, as I have
planned, so it will be, and as I have purposed, so it will stand.
... For the Lord Almighty has purposed, and who can thwart
him? His hand 1s stretched out, and who can turn it back?”
(Isaiah 14:24).

Lesson #3: “But the wicked are like the tossing sea, which

cannot rest, whose waves cast up mire and mud. ‘There is no
peace,” says my God, ‘for the wicked” (Isaiah 57:20, 21).

Lesson #4: Whereas the four great kingdoms are characterized
from man’s perspective, in chapter 2, those same kingdoms are
seen here from God’s perspective in chapter 7.

Lesson #5: The “little horn” in verse 8 1s the man of sin, the
Antichrist.

Lesson #6: “God knows the future, God plans the future, God
has told us the future in His Word” (Corrie Ten Boom).

Lesson #7: The “Ancient of Days” 1s God the Father.
Lesson #8: “The court was seated and the books were opened”
are a sure indication of the certainty of divine judgment (verse

10).

Lesson #9: Hell 1s a very real place and is the destiny of all of
those who do not want to be a part of Christ’s kingdom.
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Lesson #10: The “son of man” in verse 13 1s none other than
the Lord Jesus Christ, the King of all kings.

Lesson #11: His kingdom “is an everlasting dominion that will
not pass away and . . . [it] will never be destroyed” (verse 14).

That 1s what these studies need to do. They need to bring
us to the place where we truly surrender, totally and
completely, to God’s sovereign plan.

We may say “I'm a believer,” but we are still trying to run
the show and that is why we are miserable. Let go of it
and trust in the Lord with all your heart, lean not on your
own understanding, in all your ways acknowledge Him.
Let Him have His way with you. (see Proverbs 3:5-6)

Father, we rejoice in the fact that we can have this time
with You. Father, if there 1s somebody that has never
experienced a new birth because they have never
surrendered the control to One who can provide life
eternally, may we come to know You. Father, we who are
believers, may we be refreshed by the fact that You have
1t all in Your control. Even though we can’t explain all of
these horrible phenomenon that are going on around us,
we know the God who holds the reins to the universe and
we thank You that we have a relationship with You and
that You are so eager and excited and counting the
seconds until we run into Your presence early in the
mornings to spend time with You. Lord, we will be there
early in the morning again thanking You for the privilege
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of getting to chat with You before the day begins. Lord,
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this has been a great one and so much fun. It has been a
day of being kept in company with You. May that be the

experience of each one. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Thirteen -- Daniel 7:1-14

v. 1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a
dream, and visions passed through his mind as he was lying on his
bed. He wrote down the substance of his dream.

v. 2 Daniel said: “In my vision at night I looked, and there before
me were the four winds of heaven churning up the great sea.

v. 3 Four great beasts, each different from the others, came up out
of the sea.

v. 4 The first was like a lion, and it had the wings of an eagle. I
watched until its wings were torn off and it was lifted from the
ground so that it stood on two feet like a man, and the heart of a
man was given to it.

v. 5 And there before me was a second beast, which looked like a
bear. It was raised up on one of its sides, and it had three ribs in
its mouth between its teeth. It was told, ‘Get up and eat your fill of
flesh!’

v. 6 After that, I looked, and there before me was another beast,
one that looked like a leopard. And on its back it had four wings
like those of a bird. This beast had four heads, and it was given
authority to rule.

v. 7 After that, in my vision at night I looked, and there before me
was a fourth beast—terrifying and frightening and very powerful.
It had large iron teeth; it crushed and devoured its victims and
trampled underfoot whatever was left. It was different from all the
former beasts, and it had ten horns.

v. 8 While I was thinking about the horns, there before me was
another horn, a little one, which came up among them; and three
of the first horns were uprooted before it. This horn had eyes like
the eyes of a man and a mouth that spoke boastfully.

v. 9 As I looked, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days
took his seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his
head was white like wool. His throne was flaming with fire, and its
wheels were all ablaze.
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Notes

v. 10 A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before him.
Thousands upon thousands attended him; ten thousand times ten
thousand stood before him. The court was seated, and the books
were opened.

v. 11 Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words the
horn was speaking. I kept looking until the beast was slain and its
body destroyed and thrown into the blazing fire.

v. 12 (The other beasts had been stripped of their authority, but
were allowed to live for a period of time.)

v. 13 In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one
like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He
approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence.

v. 14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all
peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His
dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and
his kingdom 1is one that will never be destroyed.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Daniel 7:1-14 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.

2. Describe each of the four great beasts that Daniel talks
about in verses 4-7.
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3. What nine things are said about the fourth beast in verse 7?
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2

4. How 1s the “little horn” described 1in verse 8?

5. How 1s the “Ancient of Days” described in verses 9 & 10?

6. What two things happened at the end of verse 10?
7. What three things happened to the “beast” in verse 117
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8. What three things are given to the “Son of Man” in verse
14?

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: God does sovereignly control the course of
history and our lives as well.

LESSON #2: “The Lord Almighty has sworn, ‘Surely, as I have
planned, so it will be, and as I have purposed, so 1t will
stand. . . . For the Lord Almighty has purposed, and who
can thwart him? His hand 1s stretched out, and who can

turn 1t back?” (Isaiah 14:24).
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LESSON #3: “But the wicked are like the tossing sea, which
cannot rest, whose waves cast up mire and mud. ‘There isno
peace,” says my God, ‘for the wicked” (Isaiah 57:20, 21).

LESSON #4: Whereas the four great kingdoms are
characterized from man’s perspective, in chapter 2, those
same kingdoms are seen here from God’s perspective in
chapter 7.

LESSON #5: The “little horn” in verse 8 1s the man of sin, the
Antichrist.

LESSON #6: “God knows the future, God plans the future,
God has told us the future in His Word” (Corrie Ten
Boom).

LESSON #7: The “Ancient of Days” 1s God the Father.

LESSON #8: “The court was seated and the books were
opened” are a sure indication of the certainty of divine
judgment (verse 10).

LESSON #9: Hell is a very real place and is the destiny of all
of those who do not want to be a part of Christ’s kingdom.

LESSON #10: The “son of man” in verse 13 1s none other than
the Lord Jesus Christ, the King of all kings.
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