A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Fourteen -- Daniel 7:15-28

553 BC 1s where we are with our text. Daniel is 72 years old
and he has had a lot of life. He has been in exile since 605 BC.
Time 1s coming to the end of those 70 years that Jeremiah told
him before they left.

So as the countdown 1s under way, Daniel wants to know what
the future 1s going to be all about. Sometimes when we ask
God what the future 1s all about, He 1s going to tell us a whole
lot more than we want to know in the first place. What He
tells us, we are not going to like.

Daniel experiences both of those things in what we are getting
ready to see in the study.

One of the things that 1s going to be interesting in this
particular study is that we are going to interpret everything
we looked at in our last study.

Remember, he saw four animals coming up out of the sea. He
saw a lion, bear, leopard, and this weird monster that we
would not find in any sea. Those four animals represent the
four kingdoms that are going to follow. The same four
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kingdoms we have already seen in Chapter 2 when
Nebuchadnezzar saw that vision of a man who had a head of
ogold, arms and chest of silver, belly of brass and legs of iron.

Those four kingdoms are written in history exactly the way
Daniel 1s revealing it here in 553 BC. That is the miracle.

The first kingdom is Babylon. He told Nebuchadnezzar, “you
are the head of gold.” Following Babylon comes Medo-Persia.
We can go to our history books.

Following Medo-Persia comes Greece and then Rome. Those
four kingdoms are the exact same four that God is now
revealing to Daniel in this vision and dream, with a whole lot
of extra information that will help us.

Babylon 1s going downhill. They are about 12 or 14 years from
demise. Daniel 1s witnessing this terrible slide. Then Medo-
Persia remember when we were studying Daniel Chapter 5,
the writing came on the wall. That very night, the Medo-
Persians had diverted the Euphrates River and came in under
the wall. While they were having that drunken brawl, the
soldiers took over the city of Babylon. That was the fall of the
Babylonian Empire in 539 BC.

We are jumping back and forth because the visions come at
different times in his life.



It 1s interesting in this study, the way it opens and the way it
closes is that Daniel is not feeling good. There are five words
that are said to describe his condition.

Two will be in verse 15 and the last three will be in verse 28.
Here are all five of the words:

1. “troubled in spirit,”

2.  “disturbed,”

3. “deeply troubled,”

4. “face turned pale,” and

5. “kept the matter to myself.”
“Kept the matter to myself”—a lot of people, when they are
upset with God, verbalize 1t to the world. How do we think it
makes God feel when we spout out all of our bitterness and
our frustration with what God is doing in our life?
Daniel has enough sense to keep his mouth shut when he
doesn’t understand everything. So he is quiet and he 1s

keeping it to himself. This 1s not an easy time for him.

Daniel 1s having such a difficult time with this. Here are
several observations:



First of all, Nebuchadnezzar is dead. He and Daniel had this
great relationship and Nebuchadnezzar was the King of
Babylon. He went through that spiritual experience at the end
of his life. He and Daniel, those last years, were very close.
When he died, we can see the moral slide of the nation. Daniel
starts to get very upset and grieved over the loss of his friend.

Secondly, what i1s happening to him is, he wanted God to tell
him what was going to happen when this time of judgment
with Babylon was over. He 1s thinking the Israelites and the
people from Judah have learned their lesson. They are all
going to go back and rebuild the temple again and they are
going to build the walls and the city. They are going to go back
to sacrifice things and they are actually going to be living as
God’s people.

That is the picture he had in his mind.

Ever been there and had that experience? We come along and
see a picture like this and it makes us sick. We can’t believe
that i1s actually the history of the people of Judah because of
all these things in his mind.

Some of us have had dreams and visions in our mind of how
God was going to work in our life and 1t didn’t turn out that
way. We have our nose out of joint and we are still ticked and
mad at God because of that. That is sad.



Daniel is processing it and he is going to come out of this just
fine. We need to remember two verses that undergird
everything we are talking about.

Isaiah 55:8. 9

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways, declares the LORD. “As the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Daniel needs an attitude adjustment. “You need to
understand that everything I [God] am doing is with a divine
sovereign purpose and also you need to know I am in complete
control of what is happening even though you don’t think so. It
1s all going to be alright.”

v. 15 I, Daniel, was troubled in spirit, and the visions
that passed through my mind disturbed me.

“I, Daniel, was troubled in spirit, and the visions that
passed through my mind disturbed me.”

He 1s all shook up. We are going to understand now, as he
asks for some interpretation.

How do we seek God’s guidance in our life? Do we open a
Bible and put our finger down and whatever is under our
finger, we just decide that is what we are going to do?



Dubious Guidance from Scripture

Two old friends met one day after many years. One attended
college and now was very successful. The other had not
attended college and never had much ambition, yet he still
seemed to be doing well.

Curious as to why, the college graduate asked his friend, “How
has everything been going with you?”

The less-educated, less ambitious man replied, “Well, one day; [k
opened my Bible at random, and dropped my finger on a page:
The word under my finger was oil. So, I invested in oil, and boy;
did the oil wells gush. Then I tried the same method again, and
my finger stopped on the word gold. So, I invested in gold, and
those mines really produced. Now, I'm as rich as Rockefeller.”

The successful friend was so impressed that he rushed to his
hotel, grabbed a Gideon Bible, flipped it open, and dropped his
finger on a page. When he opened his eyes, he saw that his
finger rested on the words, “Chapter Eleven.”
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Sometimes in our lives when things get really tough, we
really love our misery, don’t we?



Daniel really hurts. This is hitting him really deep. There
1s enough in this study, when we look at the verses and
we process 1t, we will understand that.

v. 16 I approached one of those standing there and
asked him the true meaning of all this. So he told
me and gave me the interpretation of these things:

“I approached one of those standing there and asked him
the true meaning of all this. So he told me and gave me
the interpretation of these things:”

We know from other texts that the person standing there
1s Gabriel. Gabriel is always related to Daniel when it
comes to missions or the interpretation of things. Gabriel
1s one of that large angelic crowd that is there in the
vision we saw 1n Chapter 7.

Gabriel 1s the one who is called upon to go to Zachariah
and Elizabeth to let them know they were going to have
John the Baptist. He 1s the one who made the call on
Mary to tell her about her future.

We will see him several times in these studies bringing
messages back from glory to Daniel. He 1s obviously the
one here even though he is not specifically named.

Notice Daniel asked him the true meaning of all this. So
he told him the true meaning and gave him the
interpretation.



Now, we are getting ready for the interpretation of what
we saw previously. Here 1s the interpretation of those four
animals that came up out of the sea.

v. 17 ‘The four great beasts are four kingdoms that will
rise from the earth.

“The four great beasts are four kingdoms that will rise
from the earth.”

Remember they came out of the sea and the sea was a
picture prophetically of seething humanity.

They truly do rise up out of earth. They are human
kingdoms, rising one after the other—Babylon, Medo-
Persia, Greece and Rome. Four different kingdoms and
Babylon 1s the first. They are 12 to 14 years from
touchdown, as far as being finished.

v. 18 But the saints of the Most High will receive the
kingdom and will possess it forever—yes, for ever
and ever.’

“But the saints of the Most High will receive the kingdom
and will possess it forever—yes, for ever and ever.”

It 1s saying, “Daniel I know you are worried about the
kingdoms but there is really something great coming.”



There are two key words:
1. “receive” and
2. “possess.”

“This kingdom you are going to be a part of, you didn’t
earn.”

It 1s the same way we didn’t earn our salvation. We
received it as a gift of God’s grace. When the Lord Jesus
sets up his kingdom, guess what? We are going to receive
the joy of participating in the Eternal Kingdom. That is, if
we have made a reservation by coming to know Jesus
Christ as Savior.

Have you made your reservation? Have you made your
plans?

When we come to know Jesus Christ, we are on that guest
list. We will be invited to the Marriage Supper of the
Lamb, our name 1s in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

Part of what is going to happen with it, 1s we are also
going to be on the Kingdom List and be a part of it and
rule and reign with Christ. We are going to receive and
possess the Kingdom forever and forever.

Max Lucado says:



(Come Thirsty: No Heart Too Dry for His Touch by Max
Lucado)

Trust God’s love. His perfect love. Don’t fear he will
discover your past. He already has. Don’t fear disappointing
him in the future. He can show you the chapter in which you
will. With perfect knowledge of the past and perfect vision of
the future, he loves you perfectly in spite of both.

Perfect love can handle your fear of judgment.

p. 148

Daniel needs to hear that and we do too. We need to
understand that when we hear that the sovereign God is
in complete control and is completely aware of what 1s
going on in our life, we can be free and completely at
peace. God, as He looks down, doesn’t love us any more
than He loves anyone else. He loves us all,
unconditionally. He can’t love us any more than He
already does.

If we missed our appointment with Him this morning, He
1s still looking at His watch and hoping we are going to
work Him in before we go to bed.

That kind of relationship will bring us such joy. We are
going to watch Daniel in these next studies, when we get
to Study 15 and he does that prayer, it 1s going to blow us
away.
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v. 19 Then I wanted to know the true meaning of the
fourth beast, which was different from all the
others and most terrifying, with its iron teeth and
bronze claws—the beast that crushed and devoured

its victims and trampled underfoot whatever was
left.

“Then I wanted to know the true meaning of the fourth
beast, which was different from all the others and most
terrifying, with its iron teeth and bronze claws—the beast
that crushed and devoured its victims and trampled
underfoot whatever was left.”

These are the things we saw previously that bothered
him. The nice thing about it 1s; we are going to feel the
same way. We are going to identify with him.

We know that this “beast” represents the Roman Empire.
Why i1s it so vicious and violent? When we think of Rome,
what do we think of? We think of the Catacombs in Rome
where the believers were forced to go to worship among
the graves of thousands and thousands of Christians who
had died. They had been burned as torches in the gardens
by mad man Nero or were given to beasts on public
display for the entertainment of everybody in the
Amphitheater. Or like the apostle Paul, led down the
street on that spring day and was beheaded.
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James experienced the same thing. Peter was crucified
upside down and with all of them, the Lord Jesus Christ
was led outside and crucified by the Romans.

Look at that violent ugly kingdom and we can understand
that God looks down and sees this “beast” that represents
the Roman Empire as something really violent and
wicked.

Notice these words because it 1s going to occur again—
“which was different from all the others”. Hang on to that,
we are coming back to that in just a minute. We are going
to make a couple of observations why those words happen
to be different.

He still has his list going in verse 20.

v. 20 I also wanted to know about the ten horns on its
head and about the other horn that came up, before
which three of them fell—the horn that looked
more imposing than the others and that had eyes
and a mouth that spoke boastfully.

“I also wanted to know about the ten horns on its head
and about the other horn that came up, before which
three of them fell—the horn that looked more imposing
than the others and that had eyes and a mouth that spoke
boastfully.”
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One of the things about that “beast” that was weird was
that it had “ten horns on its head.”

While he was watching it there was another horn that
grew up in the middle of the ten. As it grew up, it tore out
three of the ten and left seven intact. That 1s weird and
hard to understand and Daniel doesn’t understand it.

The first thing we can learn 1s that this has never
happened in history. At the minute we come to these ten
horns, there is no history of the Roman Empire ever being
expanded into ten nations or ten countries or ten powers.

What do we assume, as a student of prophecy, when we
see something that has never happened that we can verify
historically? We immediately know that we have just
stepped into the future. Since it hasn’t happened, then we
want to study it and treat it as to understand what will
happen since that moment we stepped into the future.

We need to understand when we study prophecy,
sometime 1n one verse we will see the first coming of
Christ and then in the next verse we see the second
coming of Christ. These Old Testament prophets did not
understand anything about the church. They had no
vision of Jews and Gentiles coming to know the Lord
Jesus Christ as Savior, as a result of the Jews rejecting
Christ in His offer of the kingdom when He came the first
time that brought about the birthday of the Church at
Pentecost.
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The church is not here. Many times these prophets look
down time, they see the first coming of Christ and then
they look and see the second coming of Christ to set up
His kingdom. That 1s all they related to and all they
knew. This is not foreign or weird.

It 1s hard to study. This 1s very plain. The safest place to
stay 1s 1n literal interpretation.

Everything that has been fulfilled at this point has been
literally fulfilled just like it said it would be. If it has all
been literally fulfilled up to this point, what can we
assume about the last little bit that is left to go? It is
going to be fulfilled the same way. We can have great joy
and peace in that.

Notice verse 21.

v. 21 As I watched, this horn was waging war against
the saints and defeating them,

“As I watched, this horn was waging war against the
saints and defeating them,”

This little horn has grown up. And on his agenda is to
wipe out all of the Christians. So he is killing the Saints.
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When we go to Revelation and we are studying those
sealed judgments, the very first ones described, we read a
statement like this:

Revelation 6:9-11

And when He broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar
the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of
God, and because of the testimony which they had
maintained; and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, “How
long, O Lord, holy and true, wilt Thou refrain from judging
and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” And
there was given to each of them a white robe; and they were
told that they should rest for a little while longer, until the
number of their fellow servants and their brethren who were
to be killed even as they had been, should be completed also.

Remember what the Lord said? “Here 1s a white robe.” It
has been tough but there are a few more that are going to
die and then the fulfillment is going to come.

Basically the Lord says that it isn’t quite time yet. There
1s going to be a lot of bloodshed in the final drama before
the kingdom is set up.

Natural phenomenon and other things that take place
that are only birth pains to the wonderful anticipation of
the coming of the kingdom.

E. V. Hill said:
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(Victory in Jesus; Running the Race You Are Meant to Win by
E. V. Hill)

One thing you will discover about this is that God 1s in
total and complete control of all of it. He limits exactly
what He is going to do.

You need to remember that in the United States of
America, you better get prepared for exactly the same
thing. We are becoming more and more a non-Christian
nation and for you to stand up for the cause of Christ
could one day make you violate law. It could put you in a
position of having to go to prison because of your faith or
be condemned for something you said and stand for. You
better bow your neck and get ready.

This 1s a tough world, and (I've said this before and I'll say it
again) if you can’t take it, you can’t make it. And if you can’t
make 1t, there are not too many people who will care.

p. 20

Thank God, though, that’s not all. There’s something else
1n this contract. He said, “Lo, I am with you always[s]”
(Matthew 28:20). That’s my picker-upper, that’s my high, and
though I may be in the valley, or on the mountaintop, if Jesus
goes with me I'll go anywhere.

It 1s not mine to question the judgments of my Lord, it is
but mine to follow the leading of His Word. But if to go or stay,
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or whether here or there, I'll be with my Savior, content
anywhere.

Thank God if it’s in the lion’s den, there’s no depression. If
1t’s 1n the fiery furnace, there’s no depression. Even if it’s on a
hill called Calvary, there’s no depression. If I have
possessions, I'm fine, or if I have nothing, I'm fine. I'm
satisfied with Jesus alone.

p. 30

God never called us to anything that He is not there to
lead us through.
Ruth Graham says:

(In Every Pew Sits a Broken Heart by Ruth Graham)

He knows the way I take. God knew what was happening
in my life, and he knew what I would do. Though mine would
be an unfamiliar path—a way I did not know—God would be
there with me; I would not travel alone. I thought of my three
foundational principles: God loved me. He would lead me. He

would bring good out of my circumstances.
p. 76

We can write of this verse:

“TRUST ME! IT AIN'T OVER YET!

The time 1s still in the future. God is sitting up there and
says that weeping may endure for the night but joy is
coming in the morning. He is counting it on the clock.
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Remember the Ancient of Days, the only picture of God
the Father and here He is, setting up the throne and
taking these four empires to court. He is going to condemn
every one of them.

v. 22 until the Ancient of Days came and pronounced
judgment in favor of the saints of the Most High,
and the time came when they possessed the
kingdom.

“until the Ancient of Days came and pronounced
judgment in favor of the saints of the Most High, and the
time came when they possessed the kingdom.”

They received 1t and possessed it earlier and now He
takes the word “possessed”—what has been provided.

God 1s up there and in control and running the show.

When 9/11 hit, there were tremendous church services
held all over the United States. Everybody decided revival
had come. American flags were flying everywhere and we
were singing “God Bless America.”

The thing that touched so many people from a seminary
or a clergy position was they actually sang Martin

Luther’s old hymn “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.”
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Two professors were relishing over this, thinking— we
never thought we would live to see the day they would
sing that great old hymn.

One of the professors just rained on the other’s parade
and said, did you realize there was one verse that they
left out of that and did it deliberately. The other one said,
no, which one was 1t?—

“Did we in our own strength confide

Our striving would be losing,

Were not the right Man on our side,

The Man of God’s own choosing.

Dost ask who that may be?

Christ Jesus, it is He!

Lord Sabaoth His Name,

From age to age the same,

And he must win the battle.”
(source unknown)

People hate Jesus. They don’t want Him mentioned. They
hate Him more than they hate the mention of God
anymore in our world. They take out any mention of the
Christ, the Messiah, and the Savior of the world.

“the time came when they possessed the kingdom.”

Now, here comes the hard part.
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v. 23 He gave me this explanation: ‘The fourth beast is a
fourth kingdom that will appear on earth. It will be
different from all the other kingdoms and will
devour the whole earth, trampling it down and
crushing it.

“He gave me this explanation: ‘The fourth beast is a
fourth kingdom that will appear on earth.”

That 1s the very first thing said about it now.

“It will be different from all the other kingdoms and will
devour the whole earth, trampling it down and crushing
1t.”

Let’s see if we can bring definition as to why this
particular kingdom is singled out from the rest of the four
and how 1t is different.

When we think of a kingdom like this we think of the
United States. The U.S. was born in 1776 and it is a
miracle we are still alive now. We are in a cycle and there
will come a day when we will be known in the books of
history as a great nation that died from its own affliction.

When we think of Babylon, 539 B.C., it 1s over. When we
think of Medo-Persia, there 1s a date, 1t’s over. When we
think of Greece, there 1s a date, 1t’s over. The difference 1s
when we think of Rome, it 1s not over. Rome 1s going to be
different because Rome 1s going to be revived again to
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play a dramatic part in the final picture. One of the things
about 1t 1s, all the other nations came and went but Rome
rose and fell but it is going to rise again.

The other phrase in that verse that we want to look at is,
“the whole earth”.

Rome, at this time, is going to be worldwide. There is
going to be a worldwide government that is going to come
out of the Roman Empire. That is all we need to
understand with regard to what He is explaining to him
right now. There will be more on this later.

v. 24 The ten horns are ten kings who will come from
this kingdom. After them another king will arise,
different from the earlier ones; he will subdue three
kings.

“The ten horns are ten kings who will come from this
kingdom. After them another king will arise, different
from the earlier ones; he will subdue three kings.”

That 1s the little horn.

As he came up, he took out three of them. He subdued
those three to get himself in a position of negotiation with
the other existing seven.

Revelation 13:7
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And it was given to him to make war with the saints and to
overcome them; and authority over every tribe and people and
tongue and nation was given to him.

They came to a place where they would be fighting a
losing battle and were tired of shedding blood so they
became the United States of Europe. They became ten
nations that have one thing in common. They all hate the
Lord Jesus and they are totally opposed to anything
religious.

This world leader 1s the “Man of Sin,” he 1s the antichrist
and he 1s the one who 1s Satan’s masterpiece, Satan’s last
shot at a kingdom before his eternal demise.

The picture we are seeing here is a little snapshot that
brings us right up to the Kingdom.

All of this has Daniel so upset. This 1s so different than
what he thought and he sees all of these believers have
died in the vision. He just can’t understand what is
happening in the picture.

But when we get on an airplane, will we have a little bit
greater appreciation for the one world alliance? That is a
statement we throw around but it 1s happening.

We probably have more things in our home that were
made in China than we do in the United States of
America. Look at the countries we are locked 1in with
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already, in trade and relationships. What is happening?
What we are trying to do is spread the hypocrisy
everywhere.

We can see the whole pattern of it. We are trying to get a
massive movement where there will be a one world
economy. We will have one kind of money. We will be
individuals who are totally related to each other. That is
Satan’s plan and purpose.

In the middle of all that is going to come a Sovereign King
we meet with daily, Who has a plan to say, “That’s it, it is
over and My Kingdom will prevail.”

That 1s what we see in these remaining phrases that are
before us.

Notice verse 25. It tells us about this leader.

v. 25 He will speak against the Most High and oppress
his saints and try to change the set times and the
laws. The saints will be handed over to him for a
time, times and half a time.

“He will speak against the Most High and oppress his
saints and try to change the set times and the laws. The
saints will be handed over to him for a time, times and
half a time.”
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“He will speak against the Most High”—we already know
that.

On his agenda—what i1s he going to try to do? He 1s going
to stop all of the sacrifices, all the temple worship, all the
Rabbi’s teachings and reading the Scripture. He is going
to make all of that illegal.

He had a plan that is going to be 7 years in length and it
1s going to all fall into place in about 3 1/2 years. That
plan, we will learn in Daniel Chapter 9, is to have the
world worship him and not the Living God.

What he is trying to put in place is to have worldwide
worship of him. We will see some tragic pictures in Daniel
Chapter 9 from all of that.

He will speak against the Most High, he will oppress the
Saints and he will remove every vestige of religion. The
last phrase 1s, “the saints will be handed over to him for a
time, times and half a time.”

Take a year, times two years, half a time, 6 months. What
do we have? 3 1/2 years. That is a critical point because
when we study Daniel’s 70 weeks in Chapter 9, that is the
7 year period that leads right up to the Kingdom.

That 7 year period is divided in half because this world
leader is going to make a covenant with Israel that is
going to protect and they will be at peace for 3 1/2 years
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and then he is going to drop this religious bomb on them.
That is when everything falls apart. The blood of the
Saints flows freely and this is the last great holocaust
before Christ comes in the battle of Armageddon to fulfill
what we read earlier and the bringing about of the
Kingdom.

So, “time, time and half a time,” 1s simply 3 1/2 years.
1,260 days 1s the way it 1s described in Revelation. Also,
42 months. There are several different ways to describe
that last part of what goes on just before Christ comes to
set up the Kingdom.

Can we stop for a minute? Realize what we have just
described is the end of those who want to destroy
America. Think about it. If we want to see ramifications of
prophecy, look at it in what 1s happening to us.

What are they trying to do? They are trying to wipe out
any knowledge of the founding fathers were godly,
religious people who came here for religious freedom and
they laid down their lives to provide the great nation we
enjoy. It 1s those roots that provided God’s blessing on this
country for over 200 years.

Yet they are destroying that and have no reference to
God. They are saying that we have to keep religion and
the state apart and there is no place for religion and
prayers or for God in all of this. We are watching it
happen and it i1s going to get worse and worse.
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They have one other thought—if we can destroy the
family then we have destroyed the civilization. That is
why we have the distortion in marriage and why we have
the killing of the unborn and why we have total free sex
without responsibility or commitment. All of those things
put together are the fuel for destroying the United States
of America.

The Man of Sin has an almost 1dentical agenda. We can
look at what we're seeing all around us and can say that
we will see this just one more time.

If we're believers, guess what? We won'’t be here. We will
be looking at this from heaven’s point of view because we
are going to be out of here before this happens. This
brings us some comfort.

v. 26 But the court will sit, and his power will be taken
away and completely destroyed forever.

“But the court will sit,”—what court 1s that?—and his
power —the world leader—*“will be taken away and
completely destroyed forever.”

What court 1s that? Remember earlier, the Ancient of
Days? “The books are open, the court is ready. I am taking
these four empires to court.”

Revelation 19:20
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And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who
performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those
who had received the mark of the beast and those who
worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake
of fire which burns with brimstone.

v. 27 Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of the
kingdoms under the whole heaven will be handed
over to the saints, the people of the Most High. His
kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all
rulers will worship and obey him.’

“Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of the
kingdoms under the whole heaven will be handed over to
the saints, the people of the Most High.”—The Lord Jesus
Christ 1s the one who gives us that gift—“His kingdom
will be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will
worship and obey him.”

What does God want from us? He wants worship and
obedience. It delights His heart for us to come into His
presence with worship, praise, and singing. Adore Him for
His qualities.

Nancy Leigh DeMoss, who wrote Brokenness and
Surrender, also has a book called Holiness. This dear lady
hits the things that delight the heart of God—brokenness,
surrender to His agenda and holiness on how to talk with
God. A holy, righteous, consistent life so that people can
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see the light in our eyes and the joy in our heart. That is
true holiness produced by the Spirit of God.

(Sanctuary: Finding Moments of Refuge in the Presence of
God by David Jeremiah)

Worship and obey—you ought to learn a lot about that
because that is going to be part of our experience in
heaven. We are constantly going to be obeying Him, going
where He wants us to go and doing what He wants us to
do. We will be on our faces in worship.

The fact 1s, where you go, the Holy Spirit goes with you. So
before you go, you'd better ask Him if He wants to go. And
whatever he tells you, you do it.

p. 154

(Each New Day by Corrie ten Boom)

When Jesus takes your hand, he keeps you close. When Jesus
keeps you close, he leads you through life. When Jesus leads
you through life, he brings you safely home.

p. 103

Now we come back to how Daniel is feeling about it. It
makes us appreciate it when we put all five of them
together again one more time.
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v. 28 This is the end of the matter. I, Daniel, was deeply
troubled by my thoughts, and my face turned pale,
but I kept the matter to myself.

“This 1s the end of the matter. I, Daniel, was deeply
troubled by my thoughts, and my face turned pale, but I
kept the matter to myself.”

It 1s alright if we get hit hard or get blindsided by some
circumstance in our life, to just be still for a while and
take time to process it before God. Rather than getting
verbal or railing or shouting and saying some things we
will regret later, just back off.

Give God some space to begin to reveal what He 1s doing.

(American Soldier by General Tommy Franks with Malcolm
McConnell)

ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, I SPOKE TO THE CENTCOM
intelligence staff in the MacDill base theater about the roles
and responsibilities of the Command as I envisioned them.

At the end of the presentation, a young sergeant raised
her hand and asked, “General, what keeps you awake at
night?”

A helluva question. I thought a minute, then answered.
“A terrorist attack against the World Trade Center in New
York—that’s what keeps me awake at night.”

The men and women in the audience listened intently.
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“If international terrorists were to strike a major blow
against America,” I added, “I fear the specter of the nation’s
military operating as combatants within our borders for the
first time since the 1860s.”

p. 236

Here 1s a man in the military and he is telling us these
are the things that are going to happen. We have to be
careful and wise. It is time for us to be teachable and be
very sensitive to what God 1s doing and what He 1s doing
in our life because we are going to be held accountable
when we stand before Him.

Trust Him and be sensitive toward Him. Spend quality
time with Him.

These are the lessons that come from our text:

Lesson #1: There will be times for people who walk with God
to be “troubled in spirit,” “disturbed,” “deeply troubled,” have
a “face [that has] turned pale,” and rather not talk about 1t
(verses 15 & 28).

Lesson #2: “Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great
and unsearchable things you do not know” (Jeremiah 33:3).

Lesson #3: The “four great beasts” are “four kingdoms”:
Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome.
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Lesson #4: “The saints of the Most High will receive the
kingdom and will possess it” (verse 18).

Lesson #5: The “horn” that 1s “waging war against the saints”
1s the Antichrist (verse 21).

Lesson #6: “Until the Ancient of Days came” reminds us that
God 1s always on time with His purpose and plan (verse 22).

Lesson #7: The day is soon coming when there will truly be a
one-world alliance.

Lesson #8: The man of sin will do four things: (1) “He will
speak against the Most High”; (2) “oppress his saints”; (3) “try
to change the set times and the laws”; and (4) “the saints will
be handed over to him” for three and a half years (verse 25).

Lesson #9: In God’s perfect timing, “the court will sit” and the
verdict will be “his power will be taken away” and he will be
“completely destroyed forever” (verse 26).

Lesson #10: There are those who are trying to “change the set
times and the laws” of our land by rewriting history, taking
God out of everything, changing marriage, and the freedom of
expression in the sexual without commitment (verse 25).

Lesson #11: “The sovereignty, power and greatness of the
kingdoms under the whole heaven will be handed over to the
saints” (verse 27).
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Lesson #12: Messiah’s “kingdom will be an everlasting
kingdom, and all rulers will worship and obey him” (verse 27):

Lesson #13: God’s sovereign purpose will prevail and there is
no choice when it comes to whether or not you will worship or
obey Him.

Lesson #14: “All the peoples of the earth are regarded as
nothing. He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and
the peoples of the earth. No one can hold back his hand or say
to him: ‘What have you done?” (Daniel 4:35)

God does those things in our lives that are very precious
and very special. We have to hook up and line up and be
available for Him. Watch out, the blessings are going to
be ours in the way He uses us.

Father, we are just amazed as we have looked at the
panorama of what is to come and we have had the same
feeling as Daniel when we see so much bloodshed, hurt,
and pain. Father, the glorious day is coming when pain is
going to be passed, sin is going to be done with and we are
going to enter into a kingdom of righteousness and our
assignment 1s to worship and obey. Teach us how to do
that easily now that it makes our lives much more joyful.
Lord God, we just thank You that we are still alive and
have a chance to accept the gift of Your grace. Help us to
use every opportunity that is ours to share You with
others. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Fourteen -- Daniel 7:15-28

v. 15 I, Daniel, was troubled in spirit, and the visions that passed
through my mind disturbed me.

v. 16 I approached one of those standing there and asked him the
true meaning of all this. So he told me and gave me the
interpretation of these things:

v. 17 ‘“The four great beasts are four kingdoms that will rise from
the earth.

v. 18 But the saints of the Most High will receive the kingdom and
will possess it forever—yes, for ever and ever.’

v. 19 Then I wanted to know the true meaning of the fourth beast,
which was different from all the others and most terrifying, with
its iron teeth and bronze claws—the beast that crushed and
devoured its victims and trampled underfoot whatever was left.
v. 20 I also wanted to know about the ten horns on its head and
about the other horn that came up, before which three of them
fell—the horn that looked more imposing than the others and that
had eyes and a mouth that spoke boastfully.

v. 21 As I watched, this horn was waging war against the saints
and defeating them,

v. 22 until the Ancient of Days came and pronounced judgment in
favor of the saints of the Most High, and the time came when they
possessed the kingdom.

v. 23 He gave me this explanation: “The fourth beast is a fourth
kingdom that will appear on earth. It will be different from all the
other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth, trampling it
down and crushing it.

v. 24 The ten horns are ten kings who will come from this
kingdom. After them another king will arise, different from

the earlier ones; he will subdue three kings.

v. 25 He will speak against the Most High and oppress his saints
and try to change the set times and the laws. The saints will be

handed over to him for a time, times and half a time.
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NOTES

v. 26 But the court will sit, and his power will be taken away and
completely destroyed forever.

v. 27 Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of the kingdoms
under the whole heaven will be handed over to the saints, the
people of the Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting
kingdom, and all rulers will worship and obey him.’

v. 28 This is the end of the matter. I, Daniel, was deeply troubled
by my thoughts, and my face turned pale, but I kept the matter to
myself.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Daniel 7:15-28 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.

2. What 1s Daniel’s two-fold response to these visions,
according to verse 15?

3. What is the interpretation of the four great beasts in verse
17 and how do these kingdoms relate to the image in Daniel 27
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4. What will happen to the “saints of the Most High,”

according to verse 187

Copyright © 2024 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,

paraphrased and summarized material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.

Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately
attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been compiled by Ronnie Marroquin.

5. What is Daniel’s request, according to Daniel 7:19?

6. What is the “little horn” doing, according to verse 21?

7. How does the “Ancient of Days” intervene in this situation,
according to verse 227

8. Describe in detail what happens in verses 26 & 27.
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9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: There will be times for people who walk with
God to be “troubled in spirit,” “disturbed,” “deeply
troubled,” have a “face [that has] turned pale,” and rather
not talk about 1t (verses 15 & 28).

LESSON #2: “Call to me and I will answer you and tell you
ogreat and unsearchable things you do not know”
(Jeremiah 33:3).

LESSON #3: The “four great beasts” are “four kingdoms”:
Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome.

LESSON #4: “The saints of the Most High will receive the
kingdom and will possess it” (verse 18).
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LESSON #5: The “horn” that is “waging war against the
saints” 1s the Antichrist (verse 21).

LESSON #6: “Until the Ancient of Days came” reminds us
that God 1s always on time with His purpose and plan
(verse 22).

LESSON #7: The day 1s soon coming when there will truly be
a one-world alliance.

LESSON #8: The man of sin will do four things: (1) “He will
speak against the Most High”; (2) “oppress his saints”; (3)
“try to change the set times and the laws”; and (4) “the
saints will be handed over to him” for three and a half
years (verse 25).

LESSON #9: In God’s perfect timing, “the court will sit” and
the verdict will be “his power will be taken away” and he
will be “completely destroyed forever” (verse 26).

LESSON #10: There are those who are trying to “change the
set times and the laws” of our land by rewriting history,
taking God out of everything, changing marriage, and the
freedom of expression in the sexual without commitment

(verse 25).

LESSON #11: “The sovereignty, power and greatness of the
kingdoms under the whole heaven will be handed over to
the saints” (verse 27).
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LESSON #12: Messiah’s “kingdom will be an everlasting
kingdom, and all rulers will worship and obey him” (verse
27).

LESSON #13: God’s sovereign purpose will prevail and there
1s no choice when it comes to whether or not you will
worship or obey Him.

LESSON #14: “All the peoples of the earth are regarded as
nothing. He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven
and the peoples of the earth. No one can hold back his
hand or say to him: ‘What have you done?” (Daniel 4:35)
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