A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Fifteen -- Daniel 8:1-14

One commentator had this statement in it that helps us
understand where we are and what we are trying to do in
prophetic studies:

Leave men a moment to their own judgment in the
interpretation of prophecy, and we immediately have the most
sublime exhibitions of human fancy.

(source unknown)

That is going to be true in this study. When we look at Daniel
Chapter 8, a lot of theological truth 1s founded upon the
suppositions of this chapter. We will discover that when we
work through these verses.

How can we take a passage in Daniel 8 with a rampaging ram;,
a goat that wasn’t kidding and a little horn, put that in a
message that will bring a blessing to people?

That 1s our assignment in these 14 verses. No matter what
happens, get the overview, we know who i1s going to win. God
1s sovereign and He is going to win in the end. We rejoice in
that.



One of the big things we need to know about Daniel 8 is that
there 1s a language change.

Daniel chapters 1-7 is written in Aramaic. When we get to
Daniel chapter 8, we are now turning to Hebrew. That is a
critical matter. Everything from Daniel chapter 8 through
Daniel 12—the end of the book—has to do with Israel and
with the relationship of Israel to God.

What precipitated these visions Daniel has had that we have
looked at in chapter 7 and now 1n chapter 8?

Daniel 1s counting down the time for the end of the period of
captivity. Jeremiah, when he was in Jerusalem, prophesied
and said that he would be in the hands of Judah for 70 years.
He knows that and he has been counting it down.

One of the big questions he had in our last study was—What
1s going to happen after the 70 years of captivity?

Probably the reason Daniel was sick at the beginning of this
study and also sick at the end of it, when we left him he was
so upset. He already had ideas about how God was going to
act and how the people were going to act when they got back
to the land.

Basically, he 1s thinking in his own heart, it is going to be
great. These people have been in exile for 70 years and they
are going to build the temple again, worshiping and singing
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all the praise songs and God is going to be blessing their crops.
It 1s going to be wonderful.

Then he has these horrendous visions of monsters in chapter 7
and he doesn’t see anything good coming out of that.

He 1s still there as Daniel chapter 8 opens.

As Danaiel chapter 8 opens we have moved 2 years from Daniel
chapter 7. We were 1n 553 B.C. and Daniel was 72. We are

now 1n 551 B.C. and Daniel 1s 74. That 1s the distance between
these two visions.

Why do we have Daniel chapter 8?7 Because it follows Daniel
chapter 7?

Why is Daniel Chapter 8 so significant? When he gave the
vision in chapter 7 there were 4 animals—the lion
representing Babylon, the bear representing Medo-Persia, the
leopard representing Greece and then there was the ugly
monster that no one could name representing Rome.

Daniel was asking for the interpretation. He doesn’t need any
help on Babylon because he has experienced it. He has been in
Babylon for almost 70 years. He went with the first group in
605 B.C. so he has been there over 50 years already.

He told Nebuchadnezzar, when Nebuchadnezzar had the
vision with the golden head, chest of silver, belly of brass, legs
of iron and clay—“You are the head of gold [that 1s Babylon].
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Medo-Persia is the silver, brass is Greece, and legs of iron are
Rome.” There are the 4.

All He 1s doing with Daniel is giving him the sequence of what
1s going to happen over the next 400 years until the Messiah
comes.

When we get to Daniel chapter 9, we will see fully that this
brings us right up to the coming of the Messiah.

All we have to do 1s read a history book. Everything we're
covering is historical. It was prophetic when it was given but
some 200 years later it 1s exactly carried out just like the
pictures we are getting ready to see.

In the study, there is nothing prophetic. This is one
interpretation of it but there are a lot of other people who hold
a different view. We are going to be faithful of their view to
understand this position.

In chapter 7, when he talked to the Lord, what did he keep
focusing on? He kept saying, “Tell me about that beast”—the
fourth one that had the 10 horns and the little horn coming
out of it.

He knows about Babylon, the first beast and he knows a lot
more about this beast of Rome than he did before. What 1is
left—two and three—that 1s Daniel chapter 8.



When we get through, he has a full understanding of these
four empires and how they fit in the picture.

The Lord comes along in the second vision and says to Daniel,
“You really need to have a little more insight and a little more
input on the second and third one.” So, we are going to talk
about Persia and Greece.

v. 1 In the third year of King Belshazzar’s reign, I,
Daniel, had a vision, after the one that had already
appeared to me.

“In the third year of King Belshazzar’s reign, I, Daniel, had a
vision, after the one that had already appeared to me.”

The other vision was in Daniel 7. That was his first year. Now
2 years have passed and here is the second vision, similar to
the one before.

We are only 12 years from the fall of Babylon. We have
already experienced that in Daniel Chapter 5. Remember this
1s not chronological. Imagine Daniel having this vision earlier?
He walks down there and Belshazzer asks Daniel to tell him
what the hand writing on the wall is.

Daniel would not have to think twice because he has already
had this vision. He knows they are going to bite the dust. He
knows the Medo-Persians have diverted the Euphrates River
and are coming up the wall as he speaks. He knows that



Babylon is falling and Medo-Persia is coming in and becoming
the next empire.

It 1s amazing when we put some of these pieces together
chronologically and see what is going on in Daniel’s mind at
these particular times.

We are 12 years away from that on this occasion when he had
this vision.

v. 2 In my vision I saw myself in the citadel of Susa in

the province of Elam; in the vision I was beside the
Ulai Canal.

“In my vision I saw myself in the citadel of Susa in the
province of Elam; in the vision I was beside the Ulai Canal.”

What do we think of when we think of Susa? When we think
of Susa, we think of Esther, don’t we? Esther was married to
Xerxes. Remember the dramatic story in the book of Esther
and how the Jewish race was almost wiped out? She stood and
the seed continued on.

Xerxes built a huge palace in Susa and that became the
Washington D.C. of the Medo-Persian Empire.

Who 1is the other person we think of when we think of Susa?
Nehemiah, serving Artaxerxes in Susa. He was so broken-
hearted when there were no walls around the city of
Jerusalem that he asked Artaxerxes for permission to go and
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to build these walls. It took him 52 days to get it started and
put walls around the city. He operated as the “cup bearer”
with Artaxerxes in Susa. (see Nehemiah 1:1)

The word “Elam” 1is a Province like being in the county or
state.

“Ulail Canal” has to be some canal or river that is related to
Susa. The vision is there.

Was Daniel there? When we have a vision, we don’t have to be
on location. Diplomatically, over the 50 or 60 years he has
served in the Babylonian administration, he has been to Susa
a lot of times. He immediately recognizes where he is in the
vision. He doesn’t have to be there. It 1s about 250 miles from
Babylon to Susa.

This 1s where the vision takes place.

If that 1s true, who are we going to be talking about? We are
talking about the Medo-Persian Empire. Just let the pieces
flow together.

Realize what the Spirit of God is doing for Daniel. As soon as
we get the geographical locations, we don’t have to guess

anymore.

This first part has to do with the Medo-Persian Empire.



The events we are getting ready to look at are going to be
fulfilled 200 years after this vision. That is to let us know the
miracle of the fact that 1s given.

We are in 551 B.C. We are going to move down to somewhere
around 300 B.C. 200 years pass before these things are
actually fulfilled.

v. 3 I looked up, and there before me was a ram with
two horns, standing beside the canal, and the horns
were long. One of the horns was longer than the
other but grew up later.

“I looked up, and there before me was a ram with two horns,
standing beside the canal, and the horns were long. One of thé
horns was longer than the other but grew up later.”

Medo-Persia was a bear lying up on its side. One side was
higher than the other. Now we have a ram that has horns that
are two different lengths.

The Meds, first of all, are the ones who came 1n and caused
Babylon to fall. That is when Belshazzer lost his life. That wasg
the beginning of the Medo-Persian Empire.

The Persians came in and took over and took the lead in the
empire to its distant places. One horn is growing up but the
little horn comes up beside it and passes it—that 1s Medo-
Persia. The ram represents the Medo-Persian Empire.



Whenever we see a horn, that represents power and authority,
usually of a leader, person, or empire like i1t does here.

Adrian Rogers has an illustration of how difficult i1t would be
to put these things together and that they came out so perfect
historically.

(Unveiling the End Times in Our Time by Adrian Rogers)

Mathematics professor and author Peter Stoner wrote a
book entitled Science Speaks. In it he explained the
probability of Old Testament prophecies regarding Jesus
Christ. There are scores of prophecies in God’s Word about
Jesus Christ, but Stoner took only eight (Psalm 22:16; Isaiah
53:7; Micah 5:2; Zechariah 9:9; 11:12-13; 13:6; Malachi 3:1).
Mathematically, he reasoned that the chance of one man
fulfilling all eight prophecies was astronomical. To 1llustrate
the magnitude of this probability, he said:

If you mark one of ten tickets, and place all the
tickets in a hat, and thoroughly stir them, and then
ask a blindfolded man to draw one, his chance of
getting the right ticket is one in ten. Suppose that we
take millions of silver dollars and lay them on the
face of Texas. They’ll cover all the state two feet deep.
Now mark one of these silver dollars and stir the
whole mass thoroughly, all over the state. Blindfold a
man and tell him that he can travel as far as he
wishes, but he must pick up one silver dollar and say
that this is the right one. What chance would he have
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of getting the right one? Just the same chance that
the prophets would’ve had of writing these eight
prophecies and having them all come true in any one
man, from their day to the present time, providing
they wrote them in their own wisdom.*

4. Peter Stoner, Science Speaks (Chicago: Moody Press, 1969), 106-107.
pp. 48-49

We have an awesome respect for a sovereign God who controls
history and can write it ahead of time. That 1s the miracle of
Bible prophecy. It is not trying to prognosticate future trends,
as exciting as that is; it 1s not our purpose in the exposition of
the Scripture.

v.4 I watched the ram as he charged toward the west
and the north and the south. No animal could stand
against him, and none could rescue from his power:;
He did as he pleased and became great.

“I watched the ram [Medo-Persia] as he charged toward the
west and the north and the south. No animal could stand
against him, and none could rescue from his power. He did as
he pleased and became great.”

Why didn’t he come from the East? He is coming from the
East. He 1s coming from Persia and he is taking territory from
the West, North and South. He 1is making a string of victories
and winning. That is the Persian Empire. It extended to far
distant places.
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He went to the West, North and South of these military
campaigns and no kingdom could stand against him nor could
any other kingdom be rescued from his power. He did as he
pleased and became great.

That 1s a prophetic statement of the Medo-Persian Empire.

v. 5 As I was thinking about this [that is the ram],
suddenly a goat with a prominent horn between his
eyes came from the west, crossing the whole earth
without touching the ground.

“As I was thinking about this [that is the ram], suddenly a
goat with a prominent horn between his eyes came from the
west, crossing the whole earth without touching the ground.”

This goat 1s like the leopard with the four heads that had all
the wings on his back and moved as fast as he could move.
This 1s the representation of Alexander the Great. He moved
so fast, it was like his feet were not touching the ground. He
covered 15 million square miles in the military campaigns
that he encountered to expand the Grecian Empire. What a
person. His thirst for blood led him to take kingdom after
kingdom.

Notice how he starts.

v. 6 He came toward the two-horned ram I had seen
standing beside the canal and charged at him in
great rage.
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“He came toward the two-horned ram I had seen standing
beside the canal and charged at him in great rage.”

This 1s where Medo-Persia bites the dust. The Grecian
Empire, now under Alexander the Great’s leadership,
experiences Medo-Persia biting the dust and Greece 1s
victorious.

v. 7 I saw him attack the ram furiously, striking the
ram and shattering his two horns. The ram was
powerless to stand against him; the goat knocked
him to the ground and trampled on him, and none
could rescue the ram from his power.

“I saw him attack the ram furiously, striking the ram and
shattering his two horns. The ram was powerless to stand
against him; the goat knocked him to the ground and
trampled on him, and none could rescue the ram from his
power.”

Why 1s it that, as men, we seem to never be satisfied with
what we have? We are so proud that we think we are getting
less than we deserve and so we do some of the dumbest things
to try to acquire things that don’t belong to us.

There 1s a philosophy a lot of male leaders buy into and that
1Is—What 1s yours is mine and I will take.
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Jeffrey Marx, one of the most unique high school football
coaches, doesn’t believe in winning or losing. He believes in
building character. He has been recognized in the high school
world as an incredible football powerhouse. The record means
nothing to him. The building of character, integrity and
manhood mean everything.

Listen to these statements from him. Alexander the Great
should have heard this. Maybe we are having a thirst for
achievement and satisfaction and we feel like life 1s getting
away from us. That we are not accomplishing all we want to
do and are stretched out to the max. Listen to this:

(Season of Life by Jeffrey Marx)

My father’s concept of masculinity was that men don’t cry,
men don’t feel, men don’t need, men don’t touch—that if you
really want to be a man, you learn how to dominate and
control.

p. 37

Joe had a catchy way of summarizing our cultural
progression of false masculinity—from ball field to bedroom to
billfold.

“The problem with all this stuff is that it creates a
paradigm that basically sets men up for tremendous failures
in their lives,” Joe said. “Because it gives us this concept that
what we need to do as men 1s compare what we have and
compete with others for what they have.

pp. 72-73
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That is the philosophy spelled out perfectly of Alexander the
Great. He had this phenomenal thirst and was actually taught
by Aristotle, the Greek philosopher. When he graduated, he
got the opportunity to accomplish what he did.

He dies before he reaches his 33rd birthday. He died in
Babylon on June 13th, 323 B.C.

Two hundred twenty-eight years have passed since the vision
that we are looking at, to the actual fulfillment of his death in
Babylon. He died either an alcoholic or from a disease he
encountered in his military expeditions. No one was sad when
he died because of the horrible wake he left behind him of

broken humanity, cities, and countries.

Luke 12:19-20

‘And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up
for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be
merry.” “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your
soul 1s required of you; and now who will own what you have
prepared?’

It makes us very sober to realize that people can play out their
lives with such stress and such speed and accomplish great
things in a brief time. But where 1s all of it when time comes
for our demise?

14



v. 8 The goat became very great, but at the height of his
power his large horn was broken off, and in its
place four prominent horns grew up toward the
four winds of heaven.

“The goat became very great, but at the height of his power
his large horn was broken off, and in its place four prominent
horns grew up toward the four winds of heaven.”

Remember the leopard had four heads and the four heads
represented what happened after Alexander the Great died.

These horns are the same as those four heads in chapter 7.
The “four winds” means that these four kingdoms intake the
four points of the compass. It is a worldwide empire that they
are dividing up.

They went through a power struggle after Alexander the
Great died and it went on for 20 years. Greece was in terrible
upheaval. Four Generals that worked for Alexander the Great
made a plan to divide the whole empire among themselves
and that i1s exactly what they did.

Go to the history books and we all find:

Cassander receiving Macedonia and Greece;

Lysimachus, Thrace and much of Asia Minor;

Seleucus, Assyria and a vast region to the east; and
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Ptolemy, Egypt.

Those are the four horns represented here as a result of the
death of Alexander the Great.

When we take a place of leadership and face the responsibility
of caring for people; we have to ask ourselves these questions:

What are the dangers? Where do I need to be and what do I
need to accomplish to be the right kind of person?

Bill Bright, when he knew he was going to die and had to turn
over Campus Crusade to others, interviewed a number of
young men to take some strategic positions. He tells of one
man who he put into a high position and when this young man
realized he had been appointed:

(Promises: A Daily Guide to Supernatural Living by Bill
Bright)

A newly appointed director of affairs for our ministry
[came] to me for counsel. He inquired, “What are the biggest
problems I will encounter in my new area of responsibility?”

“Three major ones,” I responded. “First, pride, the
problem that caused Satan to seek a place of authority over
God Himself, resulting in his expulsion from heaven. Since
creation, man’s greatest problem has been pride—thinking
more highly of oneself than one ought to think.
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“Your second problem will be materialism—the desire to
accumulate wealth, to live the good life, to keep up with the
Joneses with better houses, cars, clothes and security.

“And the third problem will be sex, the temptation to
immorality. Man’s second greatest drive after self-
preservation is sex. In the marriage bond, sex is a beautiful
God-give privilege. But out of marriage, it results in grieving
and quenching the Spirit and, ultimately, in God’s discipline.
Therefore, be faithful to the wife God has given you and love
her as Christ loved the church (Ephesians 5:25).

(Day 315)

He takes three things that are critical in leadership to
understand. Satan plays his tune on these three things
continually in our lives as leaders. We have to be prepared for
the warfare that comes before us.

Alexander the Great did not know anything at all about it.

Here comes the hard part. Now we have Medo-Persia before
us and we have Greece. But we have another factor that is
coming in and 1t will affect our whole interpretation of the
Book of Daniel and the Book of Revelation and our whole view
of Bible prophecy.

v. 9 Out of one of them came another horn, which

started small but grew in power to the south and to
the east and toward the Beautiful Land.
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“Out of one of them came another horn,”—This 1s Seleucus
because this little horn comes out of Syria and the East—
“which started small but grew in power to the south and to the
east and toward the Beautiful Land.”

What 1s “the Beautiful Land?”

“The Beautiful Land” is Israel. It is a beautiful land owned by
a beautiful God and He puts some beautiful people there. It is
well named.

The big problem in prophecy is that there are many students
of prophecy who believe that this little horn here is the same
horn in chapter 7 and the Man of Sin is already here. When
the city of Jerusalem was destroyed; that is the complete
fulfillment of the Book of Daniel and we are now living in the
Kingdom Age, if there i1s a Kingdom Age.

Some actually believe that we are going through the
Tribulation right now because of all the adversity. On the
basis of this one thing, it is going to mess up everything else
prophetically. We are going on a landscape of confusion to try
to prove a point that everything in the Book of Revelation,
with the falling stars, river becoming blood, and mountains
falling into the sea, are not real things but symbols of
phenomenal things that happen.

We cast on a sea of total chaotic confusion at this point. Don’t
do that. There are very valid reasons for saying that this horn
1s not the same as in chapter 7.
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Where did the horn come from in Chapter 7? It came up out ot
the fourth beast—Rome. It came up taking three other horns
with him coming up and got the leadership over the other
seven.

So now we have the United States of Europe—Ten horns
allied against the coming of the Messiah. That is chapter 7.

Where did this horn come from? It comes out of the Grecian
Empire. It comes out as one of the four parts of that Empire.
None of 1t 1s the same.

We have to realize that these horns are not the same.
Remember when Jesus spoke in the Olivet Discourse, His last
message before the Cross, He said, “Be sure you look and
when you see the idol and the altar of desecration in the holy
place, that 1s when these things are going to happen.”

That 1s telling us that Daniel 7, even in the time of Christ, 1s
still the future. That i1s something we look for with regard to
the future. It 1s not something that has already happened.

What we are looking at now 1s something that has already
happened.

We have a little horn and his name 1s Antiochus Epiphanes.

He existed between 170 and 130 B.C. He was worse than
Saddam Hussein. He came to power as the 8th king out of
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Seleucus. He was the 8th one in that Grecian line-up of kings.
He created havoc. Read verse 9 with that in mind.

We are going to see tremendous parallels between Antiochus
Epiphanes and the Man of Sin. There are a lot of things he
does that the Man of Sin is going to do in a greater way.

Does the Bible ever do that? That is called a “type” when we
see a picture in the Old Testament that illustrates something
in the New Testament. It 1s a picture. Antiochus Epiphanes is
really a good picture of what this world leader 1s going to look
like in the end time. Some of the things he does are similar
but are not the same. We will see that as we look at his career;

We are going to look at a non-canonical book. The Catholic
version of the Bible has 12 extra books and those books are
historical records.

The Protestant Bible has 66 books which we have but
Catholics have kept the other books intact. They are
tremendous and reliable books that have to do with filling in
the details of history.

We're looking at First Maccabees, twice, and let’s see if 1t
doesn’t help us get the picture of what we are seeing with this

horn.

First Maccabees describes Antiochus in the following way:
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So Alexander died after a reign of twelve years. His
officers then took power, each in his own territory. They
all assumed royal diadems after his death, and their
descendants continued to succeed them for many years
and brought much evil upon the world. A wicked shoot
sprouted from this stock, Antiochus Epiphanes, son of
King Antiochus. This Antiochus Epiphanes, after having
been a hostage in Rome, became king in the year 137 of
the Hellenistic dynasty . . .

(source unknown)

Antiochus Epiphanes, son of King Antiochus, who came as the
8th in that sequence of evil kings that he is describing is from
one of the four generals.

Notice what this horn does in verse 10.

v. 10 It grew until it reached the host of the heavens,
and it threw some of the starry host down to the
earth and trampled on them.

“It grew until it reached the host of the heavens, and it threw
some of the starry host down to the earth and trampled on
them.”

We might be thinking that is supernatural.

What did God say to Abraham when He talked about his seed?
His seed will be as the stars of the sky. This starry host is the
faithful believers, Israeli believers. When he tramples them
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down, he kills 100,000 of them. He 1s as mad and as hateful of
the Jews as we will find in the Middle East today in many of
those Arab countries.

There was a desire to exterminate the whole race. This is
almost a replay of what Esther experienced in the Medo-
Persian Empire when the plans were to destroy the seed.

Antiochus Epiphanes has a thirst for blood and it 1s Jewish
blood. The worst part of it happened between 170 and 163
B.C. What we are seeing described here is what he did during
those years.

v. 11 It set itself up to be as great as the Prince of the
host; it took away the daily sacrifice from him, and
the place of his sanctuary was brought low.

“It set 1tself up to be as great as the Prince of the host; it took
away the daily sacrifice from him, and the place of his
sanctuary was brought low.”

He is telling Israel that he is their king. He sets himself up
and tells them that he is their king and here is what they are
going to do.

“The first thing you are going to do 1s you are going to put an
altar of Zeus in the Holy of Holies and then you are going to
start slaughtering pigs instead of lambs and other sacrificial
animals. You are going to forget your worship service and you
are not going to participate.”
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It 1s a very dire situation. He set himself up as the Prince of
the Host and took away the daily sacrifice from them and the
place of his sanctuary was brought low.

Those who believe that this i1s all fulfilled, think this 1s the
Abomination of Desolation spoken of in Daniel 7.

But this is what Jesus says in:

Matthew 24:15-17

Therefore when you see the ABOMINATION OF
DESOLATION which was spoken of through Daniel the
prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader
understand), then those who are in Judea must flee to the
mountains. Whoever is on the housetop must not go down to
get the things out that are in his house.

In other words, flee when you see that. It is still future. It has
not happened yet.

Here we are back in 163 B.C. and these are not that because if
they were, the Lord would be saying that it already happened:
It 1s not fulfilled prophecy.

Let’s go back to First Maccabees again.

Kenneth O. Gangel says:
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. .. the prince in every case is God himself. And when
Antiochus extinguished the daily sacrifice at the temple in
Jerusalem, he didn’t just take it away from the people; he
stole 1t from God himself. First Maccabees 1 tells us that
Antiochus entered the sanctuary, and took away the golden
altar, and the candlestick and all the vessels thereof; and the
temple show-bread, the pouring vessels . . . and stripped the
temple of the ornaments of gold . . . For the king had sent
letters by messengers unto Jerusalem and the cities of Judah,
that they should . . . forbid burnt offerings, and sacrifices, and
drink offerings in the temple; and that they should profane
the Sabbaths and festival days; and pollute the sanctuary and
holy people; set up altars, and groves, and chapels of idols,
and sacrifice swine’s flesh, and unclean beasts; that they
should also leave their children uncircumecised, and make
their souls abominable with all manner of uncleanness and
profanation; to the end that they might forget the laws and
change the ordinances . . .

(source unknown)

v. 12 Because of rebellion, the host [of the saints] and
the daily sacrifice were given over to it. It
prospered in everything it did, and truth was
thrown to the ground.

“Because of rebellion, the host [of the saints] and the daily

sacrifice were given over to it. It prospered in everything it
did, and truth was thrown to the ground.”
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What a graphic description of what he does. The last phrase
reminds us of the United States of America. We are throwing
truth to the ground and walking all over it.

For example:
Politician Calls Abstinence “Inhumane”

“An abstinence-until-marriage program is not only

irresponsible, it’s really inhumane.”
— California Democratic U.S. Representative Barbara Lee

Citation: Ted Olsen, “Against Abstinence,” Christianity Today (7-12-04)
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
Nancy Leigh DeMoss said in her book Holiness:

(Holiness by Nancy Leigh DeMoss)

“The more ground you concede to sin, the more you dull your
capacity for truth.”
(source unknown)

Proverbs 5:22

The evil deeds of a wicked man ensnare him; the cords of his
sin hold him fast.

Reality hits hard. Maybe truth is going to hit the ground but
reality 1s going to hit harder. Some of these people are going to
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be aware they have neglected it to their own demise and
destruction because they were unwilling to respond.

Max Liucado said;

(Come Thirsty: No Heart Too Dry for His Touch by Max
Lucado)

When you do what you want, and I do what I want, and no oné
gives a lick as to what God wants, humanity implodes. The
infection of the person leads to the corruption of the populace.
As the Puritan clergyman Joseph Alleine wrote: “O miserable
man, what a deformed monster has sin made you! God made
you ‘little lower than the angels’; sin has made you little better
than the devils.”! Extract God; expect earthly chaos and,
many times worse, expect eternal misery.

1. .LD.E. Thomas, comp., The Golden Treasury of Puritan Quotations (Chicago: Moody Press,
1975), 266, quoted in Bruce A. Demarest, The Cross and Salvation: The Doctrine of
Salvation (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1997), 29.

p. 21
Nancy Leigh DeMoss said:

The philosophy of the day i1s “Double the pleasure none of the
guilt. That is the lifestyle we want to have.”
(source unknown)

That leads to a compulsive, highly addictive society and it is
running rampant because people have nothing to satisfy their
inner hearts.
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The end of the story is simple.

v. 13 Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another
holy one said to him, “How long will it take for the
vision to be fulfilled—the vision concerning the
daily sacrifice, the rebellion that causes desolation;
and the surrender of the sanctuary and of the host
that will be trampled underfoot?”

“Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said
to him, ‘How long will it take for the vision to be fulfilled—the
vision concerning the daily sacrifice, the rebellion that causes
desolation, and the surrender of the sanctuary and of the host
that will be trampled underfoot?”

The question is:

How long is this persecution going to go on?

How long 1s Antiochus Epiphanes going to keep the temple
desecrated and we can’t do what we know God wants us do to?

The answer 1s 1n verse 14.
v. 14 He said to me, “It will take 2,300 evenings and

mornings; then the sanctuary will be
reconsecrated.”
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“He said to me, ‘It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings;
then the sanctuary will be reconsecrated.”

It will be opened up to be used as the holy place for the people
of God.

“2,300 evenings and mornings” is 6 years and 4 months. Those
exact years are the parameters of Antiochus Epiphanes
concentration on the Beautiful Land, 171 B.C. to 165 B.C.

Jews love the name Judas Maccabaeus because he cleansed
the sanctuary about December 25, 165 B.C. He came in and
confronted Antiochus Epiphanes and kicked him and
everything out and cleansed the temple and the people were
back again using it as holy unto the Lord.

Doctor Lloyd Ogilvie was speaking in Washington D.C. and
Ann Graham Lotz was also there teaching a Sunday School
class at the Evangelical Counsel on Accountability. Here 1s
what she said:

(Just Give Me Jesus by Anne Graham Lotz)

I was recently privileged to hear Dr. Lloyd Olgivie,
chaplain to the United States Senate, relate the following
incident to a group of distinguished evangelical leaders. He
recounted that when he had been pastor of the Hollywood
Presbyterian Church in Hollywood, California, an elderly
woman had taken him by the hand, looked piercingly into his
eyes, and said with earnest conviction, “I pray your life will be
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as wonderful as it was in the mind of God when He created
you.”

Immediately following the encounter with the woman, Dr:;
Olgivie said that he returned to his study, got down on his
knees, and pleaded with God, “What did You have in mind
when You created me?” In the silence that followed, to his
mind clearly came just one word: Jesus.

It 1s the primary responsibility of the Holy Spirit to glorify
Jesus by making us like Him—in our character, in our
commitment, and 1n our communion with the Father.

A life that is not increasingly, clearly, personally
reflecting Jesus may not be nothing, but it is much less than
God intends 1t to be. And so the prayer of my heart is, “God,
glorify yourself in my life—from the inside out.”

p. 172

Dr. Olgivie said that he went home and threw himself on his
bed and began to pray and he sensed the Spirit of God saying,
“It 1s all in Jesus.”

(source unknown)

Here are the lessons that come from the passage:

Lesson #1: God is indeed in charge and everything is working
out just as He said 1t would.

Lesson #2: “Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will
bring it to pass” (1 Thessalonians 5:24).
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Lesson #3: “And we know that God causes all things to work
together for good to those who love God, to those who are
called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28).

Lesson #4: The “Ram on a Rampage” represents the Medo-
Persian empire that overthrows the Babylonian empire
(www.Bible.org).

Lesson #5: The “Goat that Wasn’t Kidding” represents the
Grecian empire which overthrows the Medo-Persian empire
under the leadership of Alexander the Great (www.Bible.org).

Lesson #6: The “little horn” represents Antiochus Epiphanes,
the mad ruler.

Lesson #7: I feel like we are living in a day when truth is
being thrown to the ground.

Lesson #8: The insatiable curiosity of the human heart is
verbalized in the question: “How long will it take?” (verse 13).

Lesson #9: “Praise be to the Lord, who has given rest to his
people Israel just as he promised. Not one word has failed of
all the good promises he gave through his servant Moses” (1
Kings 8:56).

Lesson #10: “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words
shall not pass away” (Matthew 24:35).
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Our relationship to the Lord Jesus is becoming richer,
meaningful and more wonderful every day. God is going to be

glorified in our life when our total focus i1s on the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Problems come when we take our mind off of Him and get
focused on some of these other things.

(In Every Pew Sits A Broken Heart by Ruth Graham)

Failure is never final. God specializes in restoration—it is
his best work. He loves to create out of chaos. Consider where
he started in Genesis, bringing order to an earth that was
“formless and void” (Genesis 1:2). God likewise steps into our
ruins, picks up the pieces and reassembles our mistakes,
hurts, faults, and failed plans in ways that are wonderful and
surprising. He never wastes anything. He will make her
deserts like Eden.

p. 15

Principles for Reflection

God loves me, he will lead me,
And he will bring good
out of my circumstances.
He 1s with me and actively at work
in my ruins to restore them.
p. 34
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(31 Days of Power: Learning to Live in Spiritual Victory by
Ruth Myers with Warren Myers)

I pray that in new ways and with greater constancy my
life will be victorious. May I be a glory to Your name by hour,
defeating Satan’s purposes regardless of what happens. And I
pray the same for all Your children and servants . . .
pp. 36-37

This 1s a great story:

Europe’s biggest-ever lottery, Super Enalotto, stood at 66
million euros. Without a winner, the jackpot rolled over for six
months. The amount was too much for an Italian man living
on his old-age pension to resist. Hoping he would be the long-
shot winner, he purchased a ticket outside of Milan.

On the day the winning lottery ticket was revealed, the
man was preoccupied with the details of his daughter’s
wedding. In the midst of the wedding chaos, the father of the
bride forgot to redeem his lottery ticket. According to Italian
news agencies, by the time he realized he had guessed the
correct six-figure number, the deadline for claiming the
jackpot of a lifetime had passed.

He had forfeited a prize never to be repeated. What was
in his grasp and reserved for him, passed him by. Feeling
faint, the man, who wished to remain anonymous, was
hospitalized.

Citation: Reuters News Service (8.19-03); submitted by Greg Asimakoupoulos, Naperville,
Illinois
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International.

(PreachingToday.com)
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If something like that, materially, would cause us to be so
upset because we missed something, imagine what it 1s going
to be like if we wake up unprepared in eternity. Knowing we
had every opportunity but we neglected it every time.

Football players have the weirdest traditions. There was a
player for the Tennessee Titans and for 11 years he slept in
the same dirty, unwashed T-shirt before every game that was
of any significance. He believes that tradition is why they win
every once in a while. His statement is that it really doesn’t
smell that bad.

If we are going to become the beautiful person God intended
for us to be, we better be doing it right now and not wasting
the time that 1s going to make us more fruitful and more
beautiful than we ever thought could be true.

There are some beautiful things that are happening in our
world.

Listen to the story of Steven Baldwin’s salvation:

Stephen Baldwin is one of the famous Baldwin brothers, a
family of Hollywood actors.

Referring to his newfound faith in Christ, Stephen said,
“I've never been as excited or happy about where I am in my
life. There’s no one I know in Hollywood who can say that.”

Stephen’s wife came to Christ in 2000 and announced to
Stephen, “I'm going to be serving Jesus now.” Baffled at her
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conversion, Stephen thought, Who does this Jesus dude think
he is coming around here?

The events of September 11 were pivotal in his change of
mind as he realized that the impossible was possible. As
Stephen describes it, “It made me say the Bible is true, and
Jesus Christ could come back tomorrow.”

How has his life changed? Stephen’s work as an actor “has
largely dried up.” He won’t work in a film that includes
adultery, violence, or profanity.

He’s traded his Porsche for a Chevy Malibu.

Stephen spends his available time preaching the gospel.
He directs and hosts a DVD project aimed at reaching young
people through extreme sports.

As for his marriage, Stephen and his wife are now “as
one.” Stephen truly is a new creation.

Citation: “Baldwin’s Great Awakening,” The Week (11-5-04),
p. 12; submitted by Ted De Hass, Bedford, Iowa
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
Big question:

Are we a vessel that has been cleansed or are we sitting on thé

sidelines because of the slaying of swine and defilement of the
world?

2 Corinthians 7:1 (KJV)
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Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit,
perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

Tim LaHaye in his book Seduction of the Heart gives us seven
guidelines that will help us clean up our thought life:

(Seduction of the Heart: How to Guard Your Heart from Evil
by Tim LaHaye & Ed Hindson)

1. Admit that you have a problem. Rationalizing sin will nevez
cure 1it. Whatever sinful thoughts trouble us, we must confess
them to God. Be honest with Him who searches our hearts
and minds and knows our thoughts. Read 2 Samuel 12 or

Psalm 51, and learn the importance of laying your sin before
God.

2. Believe that God can make a difference in your thought life:
There are no doubting victorious Christians. In Hebrews 11:6
we learn that without faith we cannot please God; if we are to
approach Him for strength or wisdom, we must believe Him
capable of supplying it. “Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears
our burden, the God who 1s our salvation. God 1s to us a God of
deliverances” (Psalm 68:19-20 NASB).

3. Take a long, hard look at yourself. God gives no blessing to
Christians who hold out on Him. “If I regard wickedness in my

heart, the Lord will not hear” (Psalm 66:18 NASB). If we want
our minds renewed, we must be painfully honest—both with

35



God and ourselves. Search out and confess those thoughts that
displease Him.

4. Make a 100 percent commitment. There must come a point
at which we are revolted at our own vileness. It is at this point
that God wants the Christian to resolve to “go all the way with
God’s way.” This means conforming every thought to the
holiness enjoined in Scripture. David put it this way: “Your
word 1s a lamp to my feet and a light for my path . .. I will
follow your righteous laws . .. My heart is set on keeping your
decrees to the very end” (Psalm 119:105-106, 112 NIV).

5. Be flexible and willing to change. Jesus likened a stagnant
Christian to an old wineskin—no longer flexible, incapable of
holding new wine. Christians who have become narrow-
minded, stale, and complacent are especially vulnerable to
ungodly thoughts. These we must set aside. God’s goal for us
1s the perfect holiness exemplified in His Son.

6. See God as the only refuge. We live in a society geared
toward human pride and self-sufficiency. Even Christians
sometimes forget that only God is our true deliverer. David
acknowledged as much, saying, “The help of man is worthless
... (Psalm 60:11 NIV), and “Pour out your heart before Him,;
God 1s our refuge” (Psalm 62:8).

7. Renewal 1s a full-time job. Romans 12:2 teaches that we are
“transformed by the renewing of [our] mind[s].” But we must
be vigilant. A daily quiet time in the Word 1s essential. Are
you often troubled by an unclean thought? Find the
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appropriate Scripture and quote it to yourself when that
thought comes around again. Start memorizing Scripture—
maybe three or four verses every week. Learn to meditate on
Scripture, asking the Holy Spirit for aid and illumination. Ask
God to reveal His attributes to you. Seek to know Him in
every thought and deed.

Follow through on these seven guidelines, and you will
find your thinking more and more Christlike. Much is at staké
here. You can choose to cleanse your mind with God’s Holy
Word, or surrender it to unclean thoughts prompted by Satan;
God’s adversary and ours.

pp. 72-75
Let’s conclude this lesson with the words of E.V. Hill:

(Victory in Jesus; Running the Race You Are Meant to Win by
E.V. Hill)

I wish I could convince a couple hundred of you all to forget
what you want and do what God wants. I wish you would tear
up your most-wanted list and find out what God wants. I wish
you would quit running around hunting for blessings and
decide to be a blessing.

p. 94

Father, that 1s what we want to be to each other, encouraging
one another and studying the Word together. May Your Holy
Spirit take the thoughts from Daniel chapter 8 that have
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spoken to us and use it to make dramatic changes in our lives.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Fifteen -- Daniel 8:1-14

NOTES

8:v. 1 In the third year of King Belshazzar’s reign, I, Daniel, had a
vision, after the one that had already appeared to me.

v. 2 In my vision I saw myself in the citadel of Susa in the province
of Elam; in the vision I was beside the Ulai Canal.

v. 3 I looked up, and there before me was a ram with two horns,
standing beside the canal, and the horns were long. One of the
horns was longer than the other but grew up later.

v. 4 I watched the ram as he charged toward the west and the
north and the south. No animal could stand against him, and none
could rescue from his power. He did as he pleased and became
great.

v. 5 As I was thinking about this, suddenly a goat with a
prominent horn between his eyes came from the west, crossing the
whole earth without touching the ground.

v. 6 He came toward the two-horned ram I had seen standing
beside the canal and charged at him in great rage.

v. 7 I saw him attack the ram furiously, striking the ram and
shattering his two horns. The ram was powerless to stand against
him; the goat knocked him to the ground and trampled on him,
and none could rescue the ram from his power.

v. 8 The goat became very great, but at the height of his power his
large horn was broken off, and in its place four prominent horns
grew up toward the four winds of heaven.

v. 9 Out of one of them came another horn, which started small but
grew 1n power to the south and to the east and toward the
Beautiful Land.

v. 10 It grew until it reached the host of the heavens, and it threw
some of the starry host down to the earth and trampled on them.
v. 11 It set itself up to be as great as the Prince of the host; it took
away the daily sacrifice from him, and the place of his sanctuary
was brought low.
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NOTES

v. 12 Because of rebellion, the host [of the saints] and the daily
sacrifice were given over to it. It prospered in everything it did,
and truth was thrown to the ground.

v. 13 Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said
to him, “How long will it take for the vision to be fulfilled—the
vision concerning the daily sacrifice, the rebellion that causes
desolation, and the surrender of the sanctuary and of the host that
will be trampled underfoot?”

v. 14 He said to me, “It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings;
then the sanctuary will be reconsecrated.”

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Daniel 8:1-14 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.

2. Describe what Daniel saw 1in verse 3.

3. What two things are said about the “ram” that is described
at the conclusion of verse 4?
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4. What does Daniel have to say about the “goat” in verse 5?
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5. Describe what the “goat” does to the “ram” in verses 6 & 7.

6. What happens to the “goat,” according to verse 8?

7. Outline what 1s taking place in verse 12.
8. How long will it take for the vision to be fulfilled, accordin

to verse 147



9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: God is indeed in charge and everything is
working out just as He said it would.

LESSON #2: “Faithful 1s He who calls you, and He also will
bring it to pass” (1 Thessalonians 5:24).

LESSON #3: “And we know that God causes all things to work
together for good to those who love God, to those who are
called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28).

LESSON #4: The “Ram on a Rampage” represents the Medo-
Persian empire that overthrows the Babylonian empire
(www.Bible.org).
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LESSON #5: The “Goat that Wasn’t Kidding” represents the
Grecian empire which overthrows the Medo-Persian
empire under the leadership of Alexander the Great
(www.Bible.org).

LESSON #6: The “little horn” represents Antiochus
Epiphanes, the mad ruler.

LESSON #7: 1 feel like we are living in a day when truth 1s
being thrown to the ground.

LESSON #8: The insatiable curiosity of the human heart is
verbalized in the question: “How long will it take?” (verse
13).

LESSON #9: “Praise be to the Lord, who has given rest to his
people Israel just as he promised. Not one word has failed
of all the good promises he gave through his servant
Moses” (1 Kings 8:56).

LESSON #10: “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My
words shall not pass away” (Matthew 24:35).
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