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A Practical Study of DANIEL 

 

“Our God Reigns” 

 

 

Study Number Sixteen -- Daniel 8:15-27 

 

 

Let’s look at the latter part of Daniel Chapter 8. 

 

Daniel is going to be sick. He is so involved in all of this that 

he is emotionally sick. We are going to leave him that way at 

the end of the chapter. 

 

Remember the way Daniel had a vision in the first part of 

Chapter 7 and then the interpretation in the latter part? He 

had a vision and now we come to the interpretation phase. 

 

Remember Chapter 9, the next two studies, are very 

important. Our next study is a wonderful prayer from Daniel.  

 

If we understand the section at the end of Daniel 9, Daniel 

9:24-27, then everything in the Book of Revelation will make 

sense. The things we study in the Book of Daniel will make 

sense. We come to some places in the Scripture where we have 

a passage that is a critical and key. 

 

This quote is from Henry Blackaby explaining where Daniel is 

in facing his problem: 
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(Experiencing God Day-By-Day: The Devotional and Journal 

by Henry T. Blackaby and Richard Blackaby)  

 

Much of the frustration we experience as Christians has 

nothing to do with what God does or doesn’t do. It has 

everything to do, rather, with the false assumptions we make 

about how we think God will and should act. 

p. 72 

 

There is the problem. We anticipate and think that because 

we are good and we do this, God will come across and do this. 

It is known as manipulation. God is not manipulated by 

anyone, including His children. He has a plan that is beyond 

anything we could know or comprehend. We need to 

understand that every day we get up and show up at work, we 

should not anticipate what He is going to do and therefore 

mess things up. 

 

Daniel has done that. He has been in exile almost 70 years in 

the Babylonian Empire and is coming down to the end of it 

and he knows God has a plan for Israel that will go beyond 

those 70 years. He assumes that it is going to be really good. 

Why? People who have been in a foreign country for 70 years 

should have learned their lesson because when they get the 

Temple built and everyone is serious, they are going to start 

singing hymns and praising God and really worshiping the 

Lord. Then God will pour out blessings upon the crops and 

everything will be wonderful. 
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Then he has these horrible visions of the loss of life. He sees 

catastrophic events and things that blow him away. He just 

cannot process it. He is still frustrated as the study opens 

because he can’t understand what he has just seen in the 

visions. 

 

We come to the interpretive phase. Remember, he already 

knows about Babylon because there are only about 11 or 12 

years left of that Empire and it will fall. The next are Medo-

Persia, Greece and then Rome. 

 

He spent all of his time on the Roman part (part 4) of the 

vision––he wanted to know about those 10 horns and the little 

horn there. He hasn’t spent any time on the other 2 and that 

is Chapter 8. 

 

We started in Persia and then he moved from Persia to 

Greece. 

 

Susa is the capital of Persia. That is where all this happened. 

 

Ulai Canal is right by Susa, the capital city, and that is where 

the scene of our study opens when we get to verse 15. 

 

v. 15 While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and 

trying to understand it, there before me stood one 

who looked like a man. 
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“While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and trying to 

understand it, there before me stood one who looked like a 

man.” 

 

This person is Gabriel. He is an angelic messenger, sent by 

God, for the purpose of interpreting what Daniel has just read. 

 

Gabriel and Michael are the only two who are ever named. 

This is the first time we have Gabriel mentioned in the Bible 

as an angel who is named.  

 

Gabriel is famous for going to Zachariah and telling him that 

Elizabeth was going to be pregnant and have a little boy and 

his name was going to be John (John the Baptist). Also 

Gabriel was the one who was called upon to go to Mary to 

declare that she was going to be the vessel for whom God was 

going to send His Son into the world. 

 

Gabriel has had some strategic assignments and we are not 

through with him yet. He will show up several times, not only 

in Chapter 9, but we will see him in the remaining three 

chapters. 

 

v. 16 And I heard a man’s voice from the Ulai calling, 

“Gabriel, tell this man the meaning of the vision.” 

 

“And I heard a man’s voice from the Ulai calling, ‘Gabriel, tell 

this man the meaning of the vision.”’ 
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The man speaking here is the Sovereign God and He is saying 

to Gabriel, “You are on assignment. You tell Daniel the 

meaning of this vision.” 

 

Is there anything that relates to that, as far as we are 

personally concerned? 

 

Some people are afraid to study prophecy because they have 

been burned out on it and they have heard weird ideas and 

personal interpretations from some people and so it is uphill 

to get people to really appreciate Bible prophecy and 

understand it is not so much experiencing the future as it is 

knowing the One who holds the future. 

 

He is the God of the universe and He can speak ahead of time. 

He has been controlling it all and what is individually 

happening in our life. 

 

What that teaches us is that God wants us to understand 

Bible prophecy. If He would go to the trouble of sending an 

angelic messenger down to Daniel to explain it to him, then 

certainly He is going to send the Spirit of God to help us when 

we are faithful to study the Word and to understand what this 

is, why it is happening and be able to relate to it. 

 

God does want us to understand Bible prophecy. 

 

v. 17 As he came near the place where I was standing, I 

was terrified and fell prostrate. “Son of man,” he 
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said to me, “understand that the vision concerns 

the time of the end.” 

 

“As he came near the place where I was standing, I was 

terrified and fell prostrate. ‘Son of man,’ he said to me, 

‘understand that the vision concerns the time of the end.”’ 

 

When we see the word “end,” what do we think of? Do we 

think this concerns the “end of the time” and are we jumping 

forward in prophecy because we are dealing with a Prophetic 

Book” all the way down to the end, when Christ comes to set 

up His kingdom? 

 

Note the position of words: “time of the end” and “end of the 

time.” 

 

Don’t think that. Everything in Daniel 8 is historical. So it has 

all happened. It hasn’t yet for Daniel because there is still 

about three or four hundred years before all this has 

happened. For us, it has already happened. History verifies 

everything we are looking at. 

 

“The end” has got to mean something else. What is the 

context? The context is the Persian and Grecian Empire. It 

could mean the end of one of those or both. It could mean 

something else. It could mean the end of time with regard to 

Christ’s first coming.  

 

When Christ came and he entered Jerusalem, five days before 

the Cross, He was giving Israel a valid offer of the Kingdom 
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and they refused Him. This could be that end because Christ 

comes and dies on the Cross. 

 

Let’s put that piece together with the other one about “the 

little horn” in Chapter 7 here before it is over and we will get 

the big picture. 

 

The end does not refer way down to the Battle of Armageddon. 

That is not part of this picture at all. See it, maybe, as the end 

just before His first coming. It concerns “the time of the end.” 

 

Why is the word “end” such a joy for us? 

 

Psalm 30:5 

 

For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favor lasts a 

lifetime; weeping may remain for a night, but rejoicing comes 

in the morning. 

 

We are going to get out of this mess and go on to bigger and 

greater things. There is the marking of the Sovereign God of 

the end of it.  

 

When we see “end”, we shouldn’t start feeling sad. It is just 

the end of another phase and we’re getting closer to the real 

one. 

 

If we are spending time with the Lord and telling Him that we 

don’t want to embarrass Him before we finish. We want to 

finish well.  
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There is a compelling sense of acknowledging the end, 

mortality and thanking God for the richness of life to this 

point and it just gets better every day. We rejoice to see Him 

on a day to day basis. We’re excited and enthusiastic  because 

God is in complete control. 

 

Daniel is 74 years old, 550 B.C. There is about 11 to 12 years 

left of the Babylonian Empire before Medo-Persia takes over. 

 

The word “end” is in verse 17, 19 and 26. Let’s say that the 

word “end” refers to the time preceding Christ’s first coming. 

That will keep us in the history ballpark. Don’t run off into 

the future, here. 

 

Having said that, would it bring joy if we knew there was an 

end to what we are going through? Are we all ears to listen to 

what He is teaching us while we are going through it? Are we 

taking everything we can, so that we are going to be a better 

person and more productive and fruitful because of what we 

are going through?  

 

Suffering is part of the game and we need to realize it and 

know that God is not mad at us. God is as much in control in 

the times of our blessings as He is when we are in the 

crucible. We become very aware of it when we are facing 

difficulties. 

 

How comforting to know that no matter what heartache or 

difficulty we are facing, there is a definite end in view and 
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God has a plan and purpose for everything that touches our 

lives. We also become much aware of the fact that He is still in 

control in the crucible. 

 

Let’s visit with Job––what is happening? He is in the crucible. 

Ten kids die in a tornado, he has lost all of his economic 

security, he has lost everything a person could have. On top of 

that, his wife tells him to curse God and die. 

 

What does Job say? 

 

Job 19:25-27 

 

I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will 

stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, 

yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with my 

own eyes—I, and not another. How my heart yearns within 

me!  

 

Then read Job 42 and see the end of it. He gets double 

everything he ever had except for kids—he didn’t lose those—

there are ten of them. 

 

He had a very full life. There was a time in his life when God 

allowed him to be in that crucible. As a result of that, he is 

never the same. He never lost his trust in the Sovereign God. 

 

v. 18 While he was speaking to me, I was in a deep 

sleep, with my face to the ground. Then he touched 

me and raised me to my feet. 
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“While he was speaking to me, I was in a deep sleep, with my 

face to the ground. Then he touched me and raised me to my 

feet.” 

 

Daniel is very vulnerable and transparent here. He is telling 

us that while Gabriel was giving the message, he “was in a 

deep sleep.” 

 

Gabriel solves the problem, though. He “touched” Daniel and 

told him to get up, that there was no sleeping in class. 

 

It is tough to sleep while standing on our feet and he is going 

to get the message to Daniel. 

 

What does Daniel need to do? Daniel needs to learn to listen. 

He needs to listen and not anticipate what God is going to do. 

That is what has gotten him into trouble in the first place. 

 

Every one of the letters to the Seven Churches ends the same 

way: 

 

Revelation 2:29 

 

He who has an ear to hear, let him hear what the Spirit is 

saying to the churches. 

 

That is what we want to ask every time we go to Bible Study. 

Are we fresh and are we hearing what God wants us to hear 

and do we have the Spirit of God dwelling in us? 
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1 Corinthians 2:14 

 

But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of 

God; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot 

understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.  

 

Hebrews 5:11 

 

Concerning him we have much to say, and it is hard to 

explain, since you have become dull of hearing. 

 

When we become dull of hearing, it is because we are not 

doing what we should be doing. When we are not doing what 

we should be doing, there is not going to be any new message 

until we get that done. And when we get that done then we 

will hear again and have something to listen to. 

 

Daniel is at that point. He has to listen to what Gabriel has to 

say. 

 

v. 19 He said: “I am going to tell you what will happen 

later in the time of wrath, because the vision 

concerns the appointed time of the end. 

 

“He said: ‘I am going to tell you what will happen later in the 

time of wrath, because the vision concerns the appointed time 

of the end.” 
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This is the appointed time of the end of the Grecian Empire. 

Everything else centers on that very thing. There is going to 

be a horrible time of wrath right at the end of it. We are 

getting ready to look at that with the Little Horn. 

 

What is the word that jumps out in that phrase?––

“appointed”. It is all planned.  

 

When we start accepting that and realize when something 

blindsides us, it has not surprised God, it has been appointed. 

It is for some purpose and plan and God works it out. 

 

Ever found a verse in the Bible that you didn’t know was there 

even though you had read it a hundred times?  

 

Matthew 1:17 

 

Therefore all the generations from Abraham to David are 

fourteen generations; and from David to the deportation to 

Babylon fourteen generations; and from the deportation to 

Babylon to the time of Christ fourteen generations. 

 

Understand what we are trying to say about the whole 

sequence of God’s appointed times? 

 

Do you have the feeling that God is having control and He is 

hung up on “fourteen”? Fourteen generations––appointment, 

fourteen generations––appointment, fourteen generations––

appointment. 
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Galatians 4:4, 5 

 

But when the fulness of the time came, God sent forth His 

Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, in order that He 

might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might 

receive the adoption as sons. 

 

That is the kind of thing we are talking about. God, when it 

comes to time, has a definite plan and purpose and He is 

playing it out. It is an appointment that He has worked for 

each of our lives. 

 

That is why the Psalmist says, “Teach us to number our days 

and apply our hearts unto wisdom.” (Psalm 90:12) 

 

Psalm 138:8 

 

The Lord will fulfill [his purpose] for me; your love, O Lord, 

endures forever—do not abandon the works of your hands.  

 

Here is another helpful illustration: 

 

Mark 4:37-39 

 

And there arose a fierce gale of wind, and the waves were 

breaking over the boat so much that the boat was already 

filling up. And He Himself was in the stern, asleep on the 

cushion; and they awoke Him and said to Him, “Teacher, do 

You not care that we are perishing?” And being aroused, He 
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rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Hush, be still.” And the 

wind died down and it became perfectly calm.  

 

When we read the Book of Revelation and the Book of Daniel, 

these things that are happening to us––in weather patterns 

and dramatic natural phenomena—are a signal from a 

Sovereign God that He is getting really close to turning the 

tea kettle over. It is going to be a mess. It is going to be 

painful. These things are an indication that He is still around. 

 

The horrible hurricanes and then the tsunami and many other 

catastrophic events are examples. These things are taking 

place to remind us He is still up there and He is not a 

disinterested bystander. He is accomplishing His purpose. 

 

What should those things do? We should never make the 

mistake of going to someone and say that we are going to 

prove the character of God and what happened is consistent 

with His love. Just get on our face in repentance and thank 

God that He is still sitting on the throne. We don’t understand 

the sequence of it (we see through a glass darkly) but we are 

going to see Him face to face and know the whole thing when 

we get there. 

 

Don’t be afraid to tell the world that we don’t know what God 

is doing but we do know He is behind it all. He is sovereignly 

controlling it. 

 

In the succession of the ages, we see the sovereign purpose of 

God. 
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The word “appointed” is a critical word in that passage. 

 

Genesis 50:20 

 

You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to 

accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.  

 

Joseph is not bitter even though he had to spend most of his 

life in Egypt. He is rejoicing in seeing the greater plan that 

God has. 

 

Charles H. Spurgeon said it so beautifully: 

 

Nothing shall happen to us which God has not foreseen. 

No unexpected event shall destroy His plans: no emergency 

shall transpire for which He has not provided; no peril shall 

occur against which He has not guarded. There shall come no 

remarkable want which shall take Him by surprise. He seeth 

the end from the beginning, and the things that are not, as 

though they were. To God’s eye there is no past and no future. 

He fills His own eternal NOW; He stands in a position from 

which He can look down upon the whole, and see the past, the 

present, and the future, at a single glance. All, all, all of the 

future is foreseen by Him and fixed by Him. 

(source unknown) 

 

Spurgeon says further: 
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Hold thy peace, man, even from counsel; for thy thoughts are 

vain where thy understanding is baffled. 

 

“When my dim reason would demand 

Why that or this Thou dost ordain, 

By some vast deep I seem to stand, 

Whose secrets I must ask in vain. 

 

“Be this my joy, that evermore 

Thou rulest all things at Thy will: 

Thy sovereign wisdom I adore, 

And calmly, sweetly, trust Thee still.” 

(source unknown) 

 

Bring that down to our personal life. 

 

Now we could incorporate all of these concepts into prayer and 

praise: 

 

(In Every Pew Sits A Broken Heart by Ruth Graham)  

 

Thank you, Lord, that you have compassion and do not 

hold my ruins against me. Thank you that you hurt over 

the things that hurt me. I am so grateful you are going to 

restore me and build back what has been torn down. I 

want to experience your joy. You have promised it, and I 

thank you. 

p. 116 
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That is the answer if we find ourselves insecure where we are 

in relationship to His sovereign purpose. There is always 

plenty of time to get back now, so that we don’t miss the joy 

that can be ours. 

 

v. 20 The two-horned ram that you saw represents the 

kings of Media and Persia. 

 

“The two-horned ram that you saw represents the kings of 

Media and Persia.” 

 

There were two horns. One was shorter and one was longer. 

The Meds were the shorter one and the Persians were the 

longer one. They fielded a huge army of close to two million 

soldiers and of course conquered country after country. This is 

the history for the Medo-Persians. 

 

v. 21 The shaggy goat is the king of Greece, and the 

large horn between his eyes is the first king. 

 

“The shaggy goat is the king of Greece, and the large horn 

between his eyes is the first king.” 

 

The first king is Alexander the Great. Remember his feet 

didn’t even touch the ground as he was sweeping through and 

conquering 15 million square miles in a 12 year period. He did 

not reach his 33rd birthday. He died in Babylon either an 

alcoholic or from some disease he contracted during his 

military exploits. 
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When he died, the Grecian Empire was in total chaos because 

the leader was gone. For 20 years they were in turmoil and 

then out of that came 4 generals. They took over the kingdom 

and divided it among themselves. 

 

In verse 22 there is more information about those four 

generals. 

 

v. 22 The four horns that replaced the one that was 

broken off represent four kingdoms that will 

emerge from his nation but will not have the same 

power. 

 

“The four horns that replaced the one that was broken off 

represent four kingdoms that will emerge from his nation but 

will not have the same power.” 

 

They are not going to reach the same height that Alexander 

the Great did. In fact, they start and half way there, they go 

on a downhill slide. We will see that in just a minute. That is 

the reason we look at the interpretive part of it and it tells us 

some other things about what is happening here. The nation is 

on a slide. These generals never reach that. 

 

The rest of the passage in verse 23 is that little horn. 

 

v. 23 In the latter part of their reign, when rebels have 

become completely wicked, a stern-faced king, a 

master of intrigue, will arise. 
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“In the latter part of their reign, when rebels have become 

completely wicked, a stern-faced king, a master of intrigue, 

will arise.” 

 

This little horn that is coming here out of Greece is going to be 

characterized in 11 ways in verses 23, 24 and 25.  

 

This little horn is Antiochus Epiphanes IV. He is the 8th King 

to reign under that one general who had taken Syria and some 

of the other parts of the administration. He is going to step 

onto center stage. 

 

“have become completely wicked” refers to the 4 Kings that 

are winding down their administrations. 

 

Why doesn’t it say “have become wicked”? Sin is sin so why 

does it say “completely wicked”?  

 

These rebels have every opportunity to respond but there 

comes a time when we cross the line and God acts in judgment 

instead of grace. 

 

For a graphic illustration: 

 

Romans Chapter 1––as soon as the Roman Empire was 

indulging in homosexual practices, we have the phrase three 

times, “God gave them over, God gave them over, God gave 

them over.” 
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That sin in itself caused the demise, as far as God was 

concerned, upon what was going on in Rome. 

 

Genesis 6:5-7 

 

The Lord saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had 

become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart 

was only evil all the time. The Lord was grieved that he had 

made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. So 

the Lord said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, 

from the face of the earth—men and animals, and creatures 

that move along the ground, and birds of the air—for I am 

grieved that I have made them.”  

 

Jesus, when he is lecturing the scribes and the Pharisees, 

says: 

 

Matthew 23:32 

 

Fill up then the measure of the guilt of your fathers. 

 

Paul tells the Thessalonians in: 

 

1 Thessalonians 2:16 

 

hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that they might be 

saved; with the result that they always fill up the measure of 

their sins. But wrath has come upon them to the utmost.  

 

Genesis 15:16 
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In the fourth generation your descendants will come back 

here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full 

measure.”  

 

Abraham is told that his seed is going to be in Egypt for close 

to 400 years and in God’s timing, the Amorites will have had 

their full day in court. Their cup of iniquity is completely 

wicked and it is time for the nation to go into the hands of the 

Israelites. This is perfect timing and is appointed. 

 

2 Peter 3:9 

 

The Lord is not willing that any should perish but all should 

come to repentance. 

 

If we have never come to Christ or never really dealt with Him 

personally, we should get on our face before God and be 

certain that Christ lives in our heart and we have that 

relationship with Him. That is so foundational to the whole 

thing. 

 

Here are the 11 things in verses 23, 24 and 25 that describe 

this “Stern-faced King”: 

 

1. “[he is] a stern-faced king,” 

 

2. “[he is] a master of intrigue,” 

 

3. “he will become very strong,” 
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4. “he will cause astounding devastation,” 

 

5. “[he] will succeed in whatever he does,” 

 

6. “He will destroy the mighty men and the holy people,” 

 

7. “he will cause deceit to prosper,” 

 

8. “he will consider himself superior,” 

 

9. when they feel secure, he will destroy many,” 

 

10. [he will] take his stand against the prince of princes,” and 

 

11. “yet he will be destroyed, but not by human power.” 

 

Many are thinking that this looks like “the man of sin.” We 

will give a lot of reasons why this is not “the man of sin.” 

 

This is “a man of sin,” he is not “the man of sin.” 

 

Daniel Chapter 7 shows us “the man of sin.” At that future 

day just before the Kingdom, he is going to have a worldwide 

kingdom come out of the West and he is going to be in total, 

complete control. 

 

Antiochus Epiphanes comes out of Greece and he reigns for a 

period of 12 years and it is a reign of terror. 
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Understand that God will tell us a story in the Old Testament 

that will relate to something in the New Testament. 

 

Joseph is a perfect picture of Christ in the Old Testament. He 

was sold by his brothers into Egypt. Christ was sold by Judas 

Iscariot.  

 

We can go back and forth and see pictures in the Old 

Testament that are pictures of what happened in the New 

Testament. That is God telling us that He is in control. 

 

That is all that is happening with Antiochus Epiphanes. We 

are getting a picture at the end of the Grecian Empire, just 

before it falls. And what it is really going to look like when 

“the man of sin” comes. It is described, graphically in the Book 

of Revelation. 

 

These two horns are definitely not the same. 

 

Antiochus Epiphanes came to power in 175 B.C. and it was 

not a pleasant experience. There was murder in the family 

and a lot of those kinds of things for him to get to this place in 

power. 

 

He went down and fought against Egypt and did some other 

things and then he came back and focused on Israel. His 

agenda was to wipe out Israel. He did some horrible things, 

including murdering at least 100,000 of them. He is the 

Saddam Hussein of the Grecian Empire. He was vicious and 

violent. He is the one who put up an altar of Zeus in the Holy 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



 24 

of Holies that we talked about previously, slaying the pigs on 

the altar, would not let them circumcise their young men, 

would not let them have any sacrifices or anything and 

desecrated the Temple totally. 

 

This man, starting in 170 B.C., focuses everything upon 

Israel. That period of time from 170 to 164 B.C. is 2,300 

mornings and evenings where we ended the last passage. 

 

Then the Temple is restored. Read Jewish history and Judas 

Maccabeus comes upon the scene in 164 B.C. and he cleanses 

and restores the Temple to the place of worship. 

 

In 163 B.C., one year later, Antiochus Epiphanes dies of 

insanity somewhere in Persia. He was not slain by anybody 

else, he literally died and it was God’s judgment on getting 

him out of the way. 

 

That was a reign of terror and was horrible and is a picture of 

what that final drama is going to be like. Remember nothing 

in Daniel 8 has prophetic significance, it is only history to help 

us understand these four kingdoms in the picture. 

 

The only one who has a future is Rome. We couldn’t 

understand those 10 horns so leave that to the future. If we 

don’t find any history to verify it, it is the future. 

 

These four empires each have something in common. They all 

lasted about 200 years. Being that the United States of 

America is over 200 years old, does that make us lose sleep? 
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There’s an article about America in Bible prophecy and the 

writer suggested something that really makes us think. 

 

He said that when the Rapture of the Church takes place, 

there are going to be 28 million Americans who will answer 

the call of the Rapture because we are a Christian Nation. 

Imagine the disappearance of 28 million believers and what 

will happen? America won’t survive with the loss of all the 

believers who are home in glory. 

 

When it comes to this dramatic climax with “the man of sin,” 

we are out of here. We are at home with the Lord as part of 

the Church and bride of Christ. 

 

It gives some comfort in trying to figure out how the United 

States fits. The other possibility is that we would come out of 

the West, joining an alliance with those ten Nations and “the 

man of sin.” 

 

Let’s get the sequence: 

 

Babylon fell in 539 B.C.;  

 

Persia reigned from 539 B.C. to 330 B.C.;  

 

Greece reigned from 330 B.C. to 146 B.C.;  

 

Rome replaced Greece about 146 B.C. 
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See how close we are getting to the first coming of Christ? 

Rome took over in 146 B.C. and is still in power when Christ 

comes. That is the 4th Empire. 

 

When we get to Daniel Chapter 9, we will actually see all of 

that fit together. We are going to come right up to the 

triumphant entry of Christ. 

 

This “man of sin” relates to all of that in the picture we have 

seen. 

 

Greece lasted 17 years after Antiochus Epiphanes died and 

that was the end of Greece. 

 

The following is to help us further understand the fact that 

Daniel 7 and Daniel 8 are two different horns: 

 

Renald Showers observes: 

 

It is important to note that the little horns of chapters 

seven and eight are two distinct persons. Several factors make 

this distinction clear: 

 

Little Horn of Chapter Seven 

 

Little Horn of Chapter Eight 

1. Would come from Rome 

(fourth kingdom). 

 

1. Would come from Greece 

(third kingdom). 

2. Would be an eleventh horn, 

rooting up three of ten horns. 

2. Would be a fifth horn, 

coming out of one of four 
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 horns. 

3. Would persecute God’s 

people for 42 months or 3½ 

years. 

 

3. Would persecute God’s 

people for 2,300 days or over 6 

years. 

(source unknown) 

 

There is nothing there, just simple math, logistic locations and 

it forces us to say that we cannot spiritualize that and put 

those two together. There are a lot of Bible teachers who are 

doing that and don’t see any future manifestation of the 

Kingdom because of their decision to do that. They are going 

to be surprised when it all happens. 

 

v. 24 He will become very strong, but not by his own 

power. He will cause astounding devastation and 

will succeed in whatever he does. He will destroy 

the mighty men and the holy people. 

 

“He will become very strong, but not by his own power. He will 

cause astounding devastation and will succeed in whatever he 

does. He will destroy the mighty men and the holy people.” 

 

Let’s go through these graphic descriptions again. 

 

In verse 23: 

 

1. “a stern-faced king” and 

 

2. “a master of intrigue.” 
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In verse 24: 

 

3. “He will become very strong, but not by his own power”—

Satan’s power, 

 

4. “He will cause astounding devastation,” 

 

5. “[He] will succeed in whatever he does,” and 

 

6. He will destroy the mighty men and the holy people”—the 

persecution of the Jews. 

 

v. 25 He will cause deceit to prosper, and he will 

consider himself superior. When they feel secure, 

he will destroy many and take his stand against the 

Prince of princes. Yet he will be destroyed, but not 

by human power. 

 

“He will cause deceit to prosper, and he will consider himself 

superior. When they feel secure, he will destroy many and 

take his stand against the Prince of princes. Yet he will be 

destroyed, but not by human power.” 

 

The remaining five are here in verse 25: 

 

7. “He will cause deceit to prosper,” 

 

8. “he will consider himself superior,” 

 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



 29 

9. “When they feel secure, he will destroy many,” 

 

10. “[he will] take his stand against the prince of princes,” 

and 

 

11. “he will be destroyed, but not by human power”—He dies 

of insanity and is isolated in Persia according to the historical 

records. 

 

Warren Wiersbe did a great piece in showing the similarities 

in the career of Antiochus and those of the anti-Christ and 

why so many students of prophecy think of it: 

 

• Both begin modestly but increase in power and influence 

• Both blaspheme God with mouths that speak great things 

• Both persecute the Jewish people 

• Both claim to be gods and put images in the temple 

• Both impose their own religion on the people 

• Both are opposed by a believing remnant that knows God 

• Both are energized by the devil and are great deceivers 

• Both appear to succeed marvelously and seem to be 

invincible 

• Both are finally defeated by the coming of a redeemer 

(Judas Maccabeus and Jesus Christ) 

(source unknown) 

 

That is valid. There is a type in Antiochus Epiphanes that is 

fulfilled completely and perfectly in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

King of kings and Lord of lords. 
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v. 26 The vision of the evenings and mornings that has 

been given you is true, but seal up the vision, for it 

concerns the distant future.” 

 

“The vision of the evenings and mornings that has been given 

you is true,”—6 years and 4 months—“but seal up the vision, 

for it concerns the distant future.”’ 

 

That 6 years and 4 months brings us up to the point where 

they are ready for the cleansing of the Temple and the ceasing 

of Antiochus Epiphanes. Judas Maccabeus does that. 

 

The next phrase “seal up the vision” tells Daniel to get over it. 

It is going to happen. It is telling Daniel to seal it up and 

make an easy transition. 

 

When we see the word “seal” that is what it means. We are 

sealed by the Holy Spirit. It is guaranteed that we are going to 

reach the destination. The Spirit of God is the “seal” and 

denotes ownership. 

 

(Why? Trusting God When You Don’t Understand by Anne 

Graham Lotz)  

 

Be assured that if God waits longer than you could wish, 

it is only to make the blessing doubly precious. 

 

ANDREW MURRAY 

p. 90 
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v. 27 I, Daniel, was exhausted and lay ill for several 

days. Then I got up and went about the king’s 

business. I was appalled by the vision; it was 

beyond understanding. 

 

“I, Daniel, was exhausted and lay ill for several days. Then I 

got up and went about the king’s business. I was appalled by 

the vision; it was beyond understanding.” 

 

We don’t really appreciate that because we are looking at it 

from the other side. He doesn’t and it is still disjointed to him. 

 

He’s gotten pictures with the full understanding and the 

implication of that and that is the same way we each feel 

about the things that are still future, prophetically, for us. We 

don’t fully understand it and we are trying to comprehend it 

and poor Daniel is doing everything he can. 

 

Ann Graham Lotz says: 

 

“When you don’t understand why, just trust Him! Trust His 

heart! Trust His purpose! Trust His goodness! Trust His plan 

to be bigger than yours! Trust Him because –––God is 

enough.” 

(source unknown) 

 

E.V. Hill says: 

 

(Victory in Jesus; Running the Race You Are Meant to Win by 

E. V. Hill)  
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Once you know Jesus you begin to know the inner secrets 

of life. As Philippians 4:12 says, “I know both how to be 

abased, and I know how to abound.” Most of us are prepared 

to abound. I have a sermon I preach that says most of us are 

prepared for God’s blessing, but we can’t rejoice when He 

starts saying no. 

I know what it is to abound, but I also know what it’s like 

to be down and out. I know what it is to lose. You probably do, 

too. Some of us have lost what we wanted most, while wanting 

to abound in everything. That’s why there are so many 

casualties among preachers who tell people that whatever 

they want all they have to do is believe and claim it to receive 

it. That’s just not so. Let me tell you the truth: There are a 

whole lot of things you reach for that you’re not gonna get. 

There are preachers who say, “You never have to be sick, 

you can just claim it.” Let me tell you the truth: I don’t care 

what you say, you can claim it all you want, but it’s probably 

not gonna happen. 

p. 18 

 

He is being realistic about the fact that we are going to face 

difficult circumstances. 

 

David Jeremiah concludes one of his chapters with this 

wonderful story: 

 

One of my favorite people is Bill Gaither. He and his wife, 

Gloria, have given us much of the modern hymnody that we 

enjoy. It’s a great heritage. 
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Bill tells how back in the early sixties, he and Gloria were 

going through some terribly difficult days. He had just 

endured a bout with mononucleosis; Gloria was suffering with 

mild depression; they were about to have a child. Gloria 

looked around at a world that seemed in utter turmoil and her 

heart filled with despair. Here this child was coming into their 

home and she thought, What kind of people are we to bring a 

child into this messed-up world? 

One day she was in her study, quiet and waiting before 

the Lord, and the Spirit of God began to move upon her heart. 

He impressed upon her this central message of hope in Jesus 

Christ. He began to help her understand that life always 

conquers death—as long as that life is in Christ. Soon she 

began to grasp that life would conquer death, not just 

someday, but now. She saw that if we place our faith in the 

living Christ, we can conquer feelings of discouragement and 

depression prompted by the challenges of everyday life. She 

was so overcome by this realization that she tried to express it 

in the lyrics of a song, a hymn that has become very precious 

to us all. It goes like this: 

 

Because He lives I can face tomorrow. 

Because He lives all fear is gone. 

Because I know He holds the future 

and life is worth the living just because He lives. 

 

And now you also know why she wrote the second verse of 

that song: 

 

How sweet to hold our newborn baby, 
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and feel the pride and joy he gives. 

But greater still the calm assurance 

our child can face uncertain days because He lives. 

 

One day after the song was written, Bill’s father visited 

the Gaithers in Alexandria. He came into the office building 

where Gloria was working and said, “Hey, get Bill and come 

out here. I’ve got something to show you.” 

Just a few weeks before his visit, the parking lot at the 

building had been resurfaced. Workers had brought in stone, 

laid it down, and rolled it out with heavy machinery. Then 

they came in with pea gravel, also rolling it out. Next they 

covered the stone and gravel with hot, molten asphalt, rolled 

it, then finished by putting down and rolling another layer of 

asphalt. 

Bill’s father pointed to the middle of the parking lot and 

said, “Look at that!” Sure enough, right up through the rock, 

right up through the pea gravel, right up through the first 

layer of asphalt and right up through the second, had grown a 

tender, green shoot. It wasn’t huge or substantial. A child 

could have reached down and plucked it out. But the shoot 

didn’t come up because it was strong or sharp or because it 

had any special ability. It came up through that stone and 

gravel and asphalt because it had one quality: life. Life always 

reigns over no life! 

(source unknown) 

 

We have these lessons that come from our text: 
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Lesson #1: It is God’s desire that we understand prophetic 

Scripture. 

 

Lesson #2: He is our God and He is in control. 

 

Lesson #3: Prophecy also teaches us that He is sovereign. It is 

one thing to prophesy and it is another thing to make it 

happen. God is able to do that. 

 

Lesson #4: If we know Him we know all that we need to know. 

 

Lesson #5: Prophecy is given to remind us that God is in 

control. 

 

Lesson #6: The end of Antiochus happened preceding the first 

king coming and the end of the man of sin is preceding the 

second coming. 

 

Lesson #7: Prophecy is given so we will know that the future 

is in God’s hands. He is in control and His purpose and 

promises will prevail. 

 

Lesson #8: “For indeed when we were with you, we kept 

telling you in advance that we were going to suffer affliction; 

and so it came to pass, as you know” (1 Thessalonians 3:4). 

 

Lesson #9: “For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, 

not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake” 

(Philippians 1:29). 
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Lesson #10: “In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord 

determines his steps” (Proverbs 16:9). 

 

Lesson #11: “Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it is the 

Lord’s purpose that prevails” (Proverbs 19:21). 

 

Dr. Lloyd Ogilvie has a contemporary version of the Twenty-

third Psalm: 

 

(Going For The Max! by Max Cleland)  

 

The Lord is my strength, I shall not panic; 

He helps me relax and rest in quiet trust. 

He reminds me that I belong to Him 

And restores my serenity; 

He leads me in my decisions and 

Gives me calmness of mind. 

His presence is peace 

Even though I walk through the valley 

Of fear of failure, 

I will not worry, for he will be with me. 

His truth, grace, and loving kindness 

Will stabilize me. 

He prepares release and renewal in 

The midst of my stress. 

He anoints my mind with wisdom; 

My cup overflows with fresh energy 

Surely goodness and mercy will be 

Communicated through me, 

For I shall walk in the strength of my Lord, 
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And dwell in His presence forever. 

Amen 

 

We can go for the max if we let God work out things in our 

lives. 

pp. 103-104 

 

David Jeremiah says throughout the Bible you have a simple 

formula: 

 

(Sanctuary: Finding Moments of Refuge in the Presence of 

God by David Jeremiah)  

 

When the Word goes in, praise goes up, and faith goes out, 

God goes forth to strengthen His people. 

p. 219 

 

Lord, keep us close to You. Keep us availing ourselves of the 

resources You provide so generously for us to be victorious in 

appreciating the life You have given us to live. Thank You 

that we have learned that we are under divine appointment. 

May we be busy about the King’s business, fulfilling Your 

purpose and plan for our lives and knowing the joy of 

fruitfulness. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   
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A Practical Study of DANIEL 

 

“Our God Reigns” 

 

 

Study Number Sixteen -- Daniel 8:15-27 

 

          NOTES 
v. 15 While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and trying to 

understand it, there before me stood one who looked like a man. 

v. 16 And I heard a man’s voice from the Ulai calling, “Gabriel, tell 

this man the meaning of the vision.” 

v. 17 As he came near the place where I was standing, I was 

terrified and fell prostrate. “Son of man,” he said to me, 

“understand that the vision concerns the time of the end.” 

v. 18 While he was speaking to me, I was in a deep sleep, with my 

face to the ground. Then he touched me and raised me to my feet. 

v. 19 He said: “I am going to tell you what will happen later in the 

time of wrath, because the vision concerns the appointed time of 

the end. 

v. 20 The two-horned ram that you saw represents the kings of 

Media and Persia. 

v. 21 The shaggy goat is the king of Greece, and the large horn 

between his eyes is the first king. 

v. 22 The four horns that replaced the one that was broken off 

represent four kingdoms that will emerge from his nation but will 

not have the same power. 

v. 23 In the latter part of their reign, when rebels have become 

completely wicked, a stern-faced king, a master of intrigue, will 

arise. 

v. 24 He will become very strong, but not by his own power. He 

will cause astounding devastation and will succeed in whatever he 

does. He will destroy the mighty men and the holy people. 

v. 25 He will cause deceit to prosper, and he will consider himself 

superior. When they feel secure, he will destroy many and take his 

stand against the Prince of princes. Yet he will be destroyed, but 

not by human power. 

v. 26 The vision of the evenings and mornings that has been given 

you is true, but seal up the vision, for it concerns the distant 

future.” 
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          NOTES 
v. 27 I, Daniel, was exhausted and lay ill for several days. Then I 

got up and went about the king’s business. I was appalled by the 

vision; it was beyond understanding. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Daniel 8:15-27 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. Who was sent to Daniel to help him understand the vision, 

according to verse 16? 

 

 

 

 

3. How is the vision to be understood, according to verse 17? 

 

 

 

 

4. What does Gabriel say to Daniel in verse 19? 
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5. What is the interpretation given by Gabriel of the ram and 

goat in verses 20 & 21? 

 

 

 

 

6. Describe what is going to happen in verse 23. 

 

 

 

 

7. Paint the picture of this great world leader that is described 

in verses 24 & 25. 

 

 

 

 

8. How does Daniel respond to this incredible vision, according 

to verse 27? 

 

 

 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: It is God’s desire that we understand prophetic 

Scripture. 

 

LESSON #2: He is our God and He is in control. 

 

LESSON #3: Prophecy also teaches us that He is sovereign. It 

is one thing to prophesy and it is another thing to make it 

happen. God is able to do that. 

 

LESSON #4: If we know Him we know all that we need to 

know. 

 

LESSON #5: Prophecy is given to remind us that God is in 

control. 

 

LESSON #6: The end of Antiochus happened preceding the 

first king coming and the end of the man of sin is 

preceding the second coming. 
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LESSON #7: Prophecy is given so we will know that the 

future is in God’s hands. He is in control and His purpose 

and promises will prevail. 

 

LESSON #8: “For indeed when we were with you, we kept 

telling you in advance that we were going to suffer 

affliction; and so it came to pass, as you know” (1 

Thessalonians 3:4). 

 

LESSON #9: “For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, 

not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake” 

(Philippians 1:29). 

 

LESSON #10: “In his heart a man plans his course, but the 

Lord determines his steps” (Proverbs 16:9). 

 

LESSON #11: “Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it is 

the Lord’s purpose that prevails” (Proverbs 19:21). 
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