A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Seventeen -- Daniel 9:1-19

One of the things we have learned about Daniel and that has
caused us to have a great deal of respect for him is that he is a
man who is committed to his personal disciplines. He is a man
who, no matter where his career would take him, his prayer
devotional life was always intact.

A lot of business people who many times, when they talk
about their personal disciplines, they say that they are too
busy raising their families, too busy chasing the dollar and
they have too much pressure.

What we see in the life of Daniel is God’s incredible blessings
upon him because he always kept the Lord first. He always
spent time with Him.

The beauty of these verses 1s we are going to see how a real
man prays. That is going to be just phenomenal.

Remember back in Daniel chapter 2, Nebuchadnezzar had
that dream and he told all the magicians, enchanters,
sorcerers and astrologers to tell him what the dream was and
then tell him the interpretation of 1t?
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Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego spent the whole
night praying. In the middle of the night, God answered and
gave him the interpretation of that dream.

In Daniel chapter 6, he was praying three times a day. Now it
1s the Medo-Persian Empire that is in house and they tricked
Darius into signing a petition that no one could pray to
anybody else but Darius for 30 days. Daniel chose to disobey
that edict and continued to pray 3 times a day to God.

The interesting thought and supposition is that what we are
getting ready to do 1s look at some of those three-times-a-day
prayers. All of this centers around the experience in the lion’s
den. We are going to move quickly now to 12 years ahead of
where we were.

We were at about 550 B.C. and Daniel was in his seventies. As
the study opens, he 1s 87 years old and he 1s under Medo-
Persian rule.

Some of the things we read in chapter 6 about the Medo-
Persians rule was that Darius elevated him up to be one of thé
three presidents. There were 120 governors and then there
were three presidents and he was one of the three. Daniel was
doing such a great job, Darius wanted to elevate him to the
number one position in all of the country.

He continued to pray and he was faithful to walk with God.
What was God doing all the while in his business endeavors?
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God was blessing him and caring for him and giving him
wisdom and insight. This was an example that Darius noticed
and certainly awarded. All of that kind of fits together.

There 1s an emotional upheaval going on in Daniel’s life as we
open the study. He 1s 87 and has been in exile in Babylon for
68 years. He knows and we will see that in just a minute, that
at the seventy year mark, God is going to do something.
People are going to return to Jerusalem in Judah. He is
dealing with some things. There is no 87 year old man going to
be very excited about trying to make that long trip back to
their land again. In his heart, he feels that he is destined to
die in a foreign country and he will never get to see the
homeland again.

There are a lot of things that still need to be answered. He has
given us, in those visions, the panorama of Babylon, Persia,
Greece and Rome. But he hasn’t really done anything about
what God 1s going to do to his people (Israel) and where they
are going to be after the seventy years.

That 1s the passionate cry of his heart. He knows that God 1s
holy. Before those people can be blessed they will have to deal
with some really serious issues in their lives. He knows them
well enough that they really need to change. The prayer has a
lot to do with that.

We are going to be really amazed as we look at how this man
prays.



It 1s refreshing when we hear people say that they pray and
we see visible evidence of the response to their prayers.

There 1s a great book by Lt. Carey H. Cash called A Table in
the Presence. He was a chaplain with a Marine division in
Iraq. As he began his book he said “Lay hold of God in a
crisis!” This 1s from an unknown child in the United States:

(A Table in the Presence by Lt. Carey H. Cash)

Dear U.S. Soldier, There are millions of people in the world
thinking about you and lifting you up in their prayers. Even
more importantly, God is holding you in His hands.

From a little boy:

Dear Marine,

My name is Isaiah. I am four. We are proud of you.
I play G.I. Joe at home. The good guy always wins.
p. 170

This must have been a great comfort for many of our men who
are laying their lives on the line.

“Prayer lifts the heart above the battles of life
and gives it a glimpse of God’s resources,
which spell victory and hope.”
C. Neil Strait
(source unknown)



When the agonies of life and the turmoil of the world depress
your spirit, it’s time to pray.
(source unknown)

Daniel is praying earnestly and needs a response. Let’s jump
into 1it. We will outline the prayer as we go along.

The first three verses are introductory. When we get to verse
four, we begin the prayer—verses 4-19.

v. 1 In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a Mede by
descent), who was made ruler over the Babylonian
kingdom—

“In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a Mede by descent),
who was made ruler over the Babylonian kingdom—*

Babylon fell in 539 B.C. We already saw that in chapter 5.
When the handwriting was on the wall, the Medes were
digging their way under the wall to come into Babylon. That
night Belshazzer died and Babylon fell.

What do we have in the scene in this study? Well, the gold
head that was on the image has fallen off. Now there are just
arms and chest of silver, belly of brass and legs of iron. Three
kingdoms still remain and one 1s gone. The winged lion we
saw 1n chapter 7 1s now gone. There is just a bear, a leopard
and that beast that represents that other kingdom.



Daniel sees this and he understands now that God said it was
going to happen and it did happen. He already has one-fourth
of what he predicted in those last two visions we looked at in
chapters 7 and 8. They are already history. He understands
that. What he doesn’t understand is what God 1s going to do
with Israel when the seventy years are up. That is what is
precipitating all of this prayer.

Here 1s the INTRODUCTION—verses 1 to 3. Then verses 4 to
19 are the PRAYER.

He prays a whole lot differently than we do. He PRAYS and
CONFESSES from verse 4 through 15 and then he has a few
PETITIONS in verse 16 to 19.

We are just the opposite. We come in and lay the petitions all
over Him and then if we have time we will sing a hymn and
praise Him a little bit and then we’re on our way.

The big thing is to get Him to know what we have to have.
Daniel 1s doing it right. We really don’t have any access if we
have a bunch of stuff in our life that we haven’t dealt with. Wé
are just talking to the ceiling and our prayers will never get
out of the rafters. That is the reason some people don’t
understand the discipline of prayer at all. They don’t deal with
the inside stuff before they come to Him. That 1s an offense to
Him.

That 1s the way it is outlined before us.



Some of the prayers he was praying three times a day during
the beginning of the Medo-Persian Empire, 1s the prayer that
1s described here.

By the way, these verses are not the complete prayer. We will
see him exhausted in our next study from continuing to pray.
This 1s just the basic outline of it.

v. 2 in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood
from the Scriptures, according to the word of the
Lord given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the
desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years.

“In the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from the
Scriptures, according to the word of the Lord given to
Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem would
last seventy years.”

Daniel is a man who 1s in the Book and pursuing the
Scriptures. He 1s not only praying, he is reading the Word. He
1s searching for God’s will. That is a challenge to each of us.

Where would he be reading? He has to have all five of Moses’
books. He has to have some of the Psalms, maybe the
Proverbs. He also has to have Jeremiah’s writings. Ezekiel
has been the preacher of the day while they have been in
exile. He’s obviously in relationship to Ezekiel. But the key
place he goes is Jeremiah and he will tell us that in just a
minute.



He and Jeremiah were close. Jeremiah was probably Daniel’s
preacher while he was still a young man. Jeremiah’s ministry
took him right up, he told him what was going to happen, he
went through the experience of them being deported and he
remained in Jerusalem. He was down in Egypt for a time and
then he fades out of the picture. He never ends up in Babylon.
But Daniel could remember how many times that Jeremiah
wept and how many times he begged and they resisted, they
rebelled and would not listen.

So he goes to Jeremiah to get the information that he needs. If
we say 537 B.C., he came in 605 B.C., then we are at 68 years
and counting. We are within 24 months of that time running
out.

If Jeremiah says that the Lord said seventy years, 1s that a
symbol of 140 years or 1s that literal for 70 years?

If God said 70 years, it 1s 70 years. He said 2,300 mornings
and evenings. It will be 6 years and 4 months and then the
temple 1s going to be restored.

Take 1t for what 1t 1s. We want to see a sovereign God who 1s
orchestrating all of this so it will come out right on schedule
and right on time.

Daniel 1s knowing and counting the time to the 70 years and
what 1s going to happen next.



If we go back and start looking through Jeremiah and see if
we can find out where he was having his devotions, we have
several.

Jeremiah 25:8-11

Therefore the Lord Almighty says this: “Because you have not
listened to my words, I will summon all the peoples of the
north and my servant Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,”
declares the Lord, “and I will bring them against this land and
1ts inhabitants and against all the surrounding nations. I will
completely destroy them and make them an object of horror
and scorn, and an everlasting ruin. I will banish from them
the sounds of joy and gladness, the voices of bride and
bridegroom, the sound of millstones and the light of the lamp.
This whole country will become a desolate wasteland, and
these nations will serve the king of Babylon seventy years.

Jeremiah 29:10-14

This 1s what the Lord says: “When seventy years are
completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my
gracious promise to bring you back to this place. *For I know
the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I
will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek
me with all your heart. I will be found by you,” declares the
Lord, “and will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you
from all the nations and places where I have banished you,”
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declares the Lord, “and will bring you back to the place from
which I carried you into exile.”

*That 1s Jeremiah telling what is going to happen when they
come back. He is telling them at the 70 year period that he is
coming back to get them and take them back to the Land.
That is what 1s getting ready to happen under Darius’s
leadership.

They are at the point of the fulfillment of this, literally. He is
reading in the right place.

v. 3 So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him
in prayer and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth
and ashes.

“So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer
and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes.”

What we have to do with verse 3, because we are setting the
stage for the prayer that begins with verse 4, is just circle the
verbs.

He “turned,”

he “pleaded in prayer,”

he “fasted,” and

he “confessed.”
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We will see this in the next verse that confession that will go
all the way down to about verse 15 in the text.

When was the last time we pled with the Lord in prayer and
we really sensed we were getting through and God was getting
ready to respond because of the peace we had in our heart?

When i1s the last time we fasted? God knows our heart and
hears the reasons we are giving for not fasting. We would not
be going to get something from God anyway. If we think that
1s what fasting is, we have it all wrong.

Fasting is a gift to the Lord to tell Him we want to give Him
our undistracted attention. We are deciding to deny ourselves
so that we can be totally focused upon Him and who He is and
discover His will for our life.

Daniel feels that passion. He 1s 87 years old and he has lived a
long life and life is coming close to the sundown. He feels an
urgency to do everything he needs to do for the children of
Israel so they get back to the Land. He wants to cooperate in
every way.

There are a lot of people who would love to see a refreshing
movement of the spirit in the United States. We read books on
revival, but it is not going to come until we begin to pray like
what we are getting ready to hear from a man who is fasting.
He is in sackcloth and ashes. Those were garments of
repentance and brokenness.
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What will amaze us in these next verses is that there is no
record of him sinning. There really isn’t. He has a sin nature
so he obviously did but there is no record of it.

When we look at this we might think, what a horrible person
but that 1s what we might say about Jesus too because He was
made sin for us and He took it all upon Himself on the Cross,
if we look at an isolated event.

Daniel 1s taking the sins upon himself as he lays hold of God
as an intercessor for the people and they will come to their
senses and get back to the Land.

Joel 2:12, 13

“Even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your
heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning.”

Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the LORD
your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger
and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity.

Henry Blackaby in his book Holiness says:

(Holiness by Henry Blackaby)

“I believe there will be no revival without holiness in the
leadership. None!!” Cry unto God all you want. He will not
hear you. Pull together all the phrases that revivalists of other
generations have all quoted and it will not make an ounce of
difference to the heart of God. God is looking for holiness.
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p. 72

God 1s looking for people who really have a hunger and
passion to be holy individuals.

Here 1s the beginning of the prayer.

v. 4 I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed: “O
Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his
covenant of love with all who love him and obey his
commands,

“I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed: ‘O Lord, the great
and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with all
who love him and obey his commands,”

He 1s going to use every word we can think of about sin in the
next verses to be sure he covers all the bases.

“who keeps his covenant of love with all who love him and
obey his commands”— these are the two keys to God’s
blessing in our lives.

First of all, to demonstrate a quality of love for Him and then
a deep desire to obey His commands.

When was the last time we’ve really gotten serious about this
matter? Maybe it is a crisis, a job or maybe an opportunity.
Whatever it was, we really laid hold of God and can sit here as
a testimony to that fact.
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We are going to chase through the scripture because this is
foreign to a lot of people. Mostly it is, get up in the morning
and say a nice little prayer, praise the Lord, sing a hymn and
then get on our way. But we are not even scratching the
surface if we are not on our face over the sin in our life.

Listen to the Scripture:

James 4:7-10

Submit therefore to God Resist the devil and he will flee from
you. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse
your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-
minded. Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter
be turned into mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble
yourselves 1n the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.

Job 42:6
Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes.

Psalm 51:17

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and contrite
heart, O God You will not despise.

Isaiah 6:5
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Woe to me! I cried. I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean
lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips.

Romans 7:24

Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body
of this death?

What we are looking at is not something out of character, we
are the ones out of character. We don’t get specific and deal
with things like this.

Just sit under the conviction of the spirit as we listen to
Daniel pray.

v. 5 we have sinned and done wrong. We have been
wicked and have rebelled; we have turned away
from your commands and laws.

“we have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and
have rebelled; we have turned away from your commands and
laws.”

There are five statements and five different ways to sin
basically and he has covered them all. First of all, he says in
the Hebrew text, “we have sinned.” That 1s the word for
missing the mark. The arrow was shot at the target but it fell
short.

Romans 3:23
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for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
That 1s the first picture and we are all guilty.

The second one is we have committed inequity. That word is
crooked or perverse. We use the word pervert. It 1s someone
who is living life differently than God intended. We have
perversion all around us in our culture.

He uses this word to say that we are guilty of that.
The third one is what we have done wickedly. Know what that
1s? Every time we turn around, our sin nature is sinning

again.

Romans 7:14-25

For we know that the Law 1s spiritual, but I am of flesh, sold
into bondage to sin. For what I am doing, I do not understand;
for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing
the very thing I hate. But if I do the very thing I do not want
to do, I agree with the Law, confessing that the Law 1s good.
So now, no longer am I the one doing it, but sin which dwells
in me. For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in
my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the doing of the
good 1s not. For the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice
the very evil that I do not want. But if I am doing the very
thing I do not want, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin
which dwells in me. I find then the principle that evil is
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present in me, the one who wants to do good. For I joyfully
concur with the law of God 1n the inner man, but I see a
different law in the members of my body, waging war against
the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin
which 1s in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will
set me free from the body of this death? Thanks be to God
through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I
myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the
other, with my flesh the law of sin.

That is doing wickedly. Daniel is transparent enough to admit
it.

The next one is not pretty—we have rebelled. What does that
mean? It 1s a revolt against God and against His royalty.

Literally to turn from God’s precepts and judgment. “We
turned away from Your commandments. We have not been
obedient.”

Here’s a neat little statement and it brings some comfort:
“And they who fain would serve thee best are conscious most
of wrong within.”

(source unknown)

Lancelot Andrewes 1s a 16th century Catholic Bishop and his

private devotions are an awesome statement of his intimate
walk with God. Listen to him confess sin:
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(The Preces Privatae of Lancelot Andrewes, Bishop of
Winchester selections from the translation by F. E.
Brightman)

Confession

I have sinned.
Surely, o Lord, I also am one of them,
for my life bewrayeth me.
I confess to Thee: for, 1f I will, I cannot hide it from
Thee, o Lord.
Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?
I am a sinner of an unclean seed
of an unclean womb:
in sin hath my mother conceived me,
a root of bitterness
a slip of wild olive.

1.1 have sinned, I have done amiss and dealt wickedly before
Thee

2.1 have behaved myself forwardly in thy covenant

3.1 have rejected the law

4.1 have refused correction

5.1 have vexed the Spirit

6.1 have walked after my devices

7.1 have gone over from evil to evil

8.neither have I feared Thee

9. neither have I returned

10. not even when recalled

11. neither even when troubled
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12. but I have waxed hardened

13. I have provoked Thee

14. and all these things Thou hast seen,
and hast held thy tongue.

p. 132

Transparency before the Lord and what a wonderful
relationship.

Adrian Rogers tells the funniest story:

(The Incredible Power of Kingdom Authority: Getting An
Upper Hand on the Underworld by Adrian Rogers)

I heard of two brothers who were lasciviously wicked. Oné
brother died and the other said to a pastor, “I will give you
$500 if you will preach my brother’s funeral and call him a
saint.” The pastor said, “You have a deal.” The time for the
funeral came. The pastor said, “The man in this casket is a
liar, a drunkard, a thief, and a pervert, but compared to his
brother, he 1s a saint.” Indeed, we can look good by comparison
until we measure by the “glory of God.”

p. 140

v. 6 We have not listened to your servants the prophets,

who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes
and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.
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“We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who
spoke In your name to our kings, our princes and our fathers,
and to all the people of the land.”

He has had an experience with Jeremiah. He knew how he
wept. He sensed the rejection and the resistance and the
rebellion that led to the exile in Babylon for these 70 years. He
says that “We have not listened,” we would not hear what he
has to say.

Jeremiah 6:16

This 1s what the LORD says: “Stand at the crossroads and
look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and
walk 1n 1t, and you will find rest for your souls. But you said,
‘We will not walk in it.’

In other words, they made this decision that they would not
listen.

When you look at that list of charges:
1. “we have sinned,”

2. “we have. .. done wrong,”

3. “we have been wicked,”

4. “we ... have rebelled,”
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5. “we have turned away from your commands and laws,”
and now

6. “We have not listened to your servants.”

We don’t have to listen and we don’t want to listen and they
did not respond.

“I took Ezekiel’s ministry to these very same people because
they are now in exile. Here is their preacher in exile, Ezekiel. I
want you to hear what the people say about Ezekiel’s ministry
and then you can realize how hardened their hearts are
towards a God whom they ought to be deeply filled with
gratitude.”

Here 1s Ezekiel and the Lord is speaking to him. Daniel went
in 605 B.C. and Ezekiel went in 597 B.C. Remember there
were three different groups. Ezekiel came in the next group,
eight years later.

This 1s the Lord talking to Ezekiel:

Ezekiel 33:30-32

“As for you, son of man, your countrymen are talking together
about you by the walls and at the doors of the houses, saying
to each other, ‘Come and hear the message that has come from
the Lord.” My people come to you, as they usually do, and sit
before you to listen to your words, but they do not put them
into practice. With their mouths they express devotion, but
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their hearts are greedy for unjust gain. Indeed, to them you
are nothing more than one who sings love songs with a
beautiful voice and plays an instrument well, for they hear
your words but do not put them into practice.

Their hearts haven’t changed even though Jeremiah pled. And
now Daniel is interceding for them and Ezekiel is the preacher
of the hour. There 1s no response.

v. 7 Lord, you are righteous, but this day we are
covered with shame—the men of Judah and people
of Jerusalem and all Israel, both near and far, in all
the countries where you have scattered us because
of our unfaithfulness to you.

“Lord, you are righteous, but this day we are covered with
shame—the men of Judah and people of Jerusalem and all
Israel, both near and far, in all the countries where you have
scattered us because of our unfaithfulness to you.”

Just think, in this prayer, he never once accuses God of being

responsible for what is happening. He declares everything to
affirm God.

That 1s why we are where we are because of our
unfaithfulness. We are the problem.

(Victory in Jesus: Running the Race You Are Meant to Win by
E. V. Hill)

22



The Lord said to me, “I did not call you in the light of your

righteousness, but I called you in spite of your sins.”

p. 38

v. 8 O Lord, we and our kings, our princes and our
fathers are covered with shame because we have
sinned against you.

“O Lord, we and our kings, our princes and our fathers are
covered with shame because we have sinned against you.”

In verse 7 we have the word “because.” In verse 8 we have the
word “because.” And 1in verse 11 we have the word “because.”

Those phrases will tell us where Daniel 1s coming from.
Back in verse 7, “because of our unfaithfulness to you.”
In verse 8, “because we have sinned against you.”

In verse 11, “because we have sinned against you.” We will see
that in just a minute.

v. 9 The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, even
though we have rebelled against him;

“The Lord our God 1s merciful and forgiving, even though we
have rebelled against him;”
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A lot of people, when they pray, they really lay hold of God
and tell God what He 1s supposed to give them because they
are such special people. That is the pervading sense of modern
day Christians.

“We can pray to You God and You are going to come through
and give me what I want.”

It has nothing to do with God’s sovereign purpose for our life
and nothing to do with real Biblical theology.

Many of us have the gift of life because we have come to know
Jesus Christ. But if we haven’t, we pray you will plea to the
Cross and invite Him into your life. Everything we have is an
act of His mercy. We don’t deserve it. It 1s His mercy.

All of it took place at the Cross.

Remember Jeremiah? Jeremiah, the weeping prophet, had
been taken into exile. The Temple is destroyed and it is lying
in ashes. The city walls have been torn down and the citizens
have been taken to Babylon. Jeremiah, with tears running
down his cheeks, stands in all that rumple.

He wrote the Book of Lamentations. It 1s his lament over what
1s happening.

Lamentations 3:22, 23
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Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his
compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is
your faithfulness.

We will sing “Great 1s Your Faithfulness” in a new way
because mercy is what God provides. He is not in the business
of filling in our blank check, whether it has to do with health
or healing or anything else. He is into the business of
extending mercy to those who do not deserve it and providing
grace for all that is necessary for us to successfully negotiate
life and know the joy of the Lord.

Daniel comes and is saying, “Lord, You are merciful and
forgiving.”

v. 10 we have not obeyed the Lord our God or kept the
laws he gave us through his servants the prophets.

v. 11 All Israel has transgressed your law and turned
away, refusing to obey you. Therefore the curses
and sworn judgments written in the Law of Moses,
the servant of God, have been poured out on us,
because we have sinned against you.

“we have not obeyed the Lord our God or kept the laws he
gave us through his servants the prophets.”

“All Israel has transgressed your law and turned away,
refusing to obey you. Therefore the curses and sworn
judgments written in the Law of Moses, the servant of God,
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have been poured out on us, because we have sinned against

b

you.

What are “curses” of the Law being poured out? Moses made it
clear that if we disobey, we will experience the curse of God
upon our disobedience. That is the curses of the Law.

As a believer, here are some heart thumping quivers:

(Galatians 3:13, 14

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become
a curse for us—for 1t 1s written, “CURSED IS EVERYONE
WHO HANGS ON A TREE”—He redeemed us in order that
the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles
through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the
promise of the Spirit.

At the Cross the curse was cancelld. We, now in grace, can be
set free and be declared righteous in His sight because of His
work upon the Cross.

Once again we thank God that we are not living under the
Law and not living at the time of Daniel, at this point because
the people are literally experiencing exile for breaking the
Law. They are guilty and he says it again, “because we have
sinned against You.”

George MacDonald made a pointed statement when he said:
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“God will carry us in His arms until we can walk, and He will
carry us when we cannot walk. But He will not carry us in His
arms if we will not walk.”

(source unknown)

He wraps up his confession with these words in verse 12.

v. 12 You have fulfilled the words spoken against us
and against our rulers by bringing upon us great
disaster. Under the whole heaven nothing has ever
been done like what has been done to Jerusalem.

“You have fulfilled the words spoken against us and against
our rulers by bringing upon us great disaster. Under the
whole heaven nothing has ever been done like what has been
done to Jerusalem.”

When we see a catastrophic natural event like what has
happened to Jerusalem and to the people of Judah, we can get
on our face before God and trust Him.

v. 13 Just as it is written in the Law of Moses, all this
disaster has come upon us, yet we have not sought
the favor of the Lord our God by turning from our
sins and giving attention to your truth.

“Just as 1t 1s written in the Law of Moses, all this disaster has
come upon us, yet we have not sought the favor of the Lord
our God by turning from our sins and giving attention to your
truth.”

27



There 1s the key to starting a relationship with God. It is
turning from our sins and coming back and seeing the truth.

v. 14 The Lord did not hesitate to bring the disaster
upon us, for the Lord our God is righteous in
everything he does; yet we have not obeyed him.

“The Lord did not hesitate to bring the disaster upon us, for
the Lord our God 1s righteous 1n everything he does; yet we

have not obeyed him.”

When we are experiencing discipline, what are we supposed to
do?

Two things:
1. What have I done?
2. What do I need to learn?

These are the things that help us traverse the landscape of
tragic circumstances in our life or unexplainable things.

Jeremiah 27:5

With my great power and outstretched arm I made the earth
and i1ts people and the animals that are on it, and I give it to
anyone I please.
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The bottom line is this, and Daniel says it—God says, “You're
sinful. I made the earth and the people and the animals on it
by my mighty power and great strength, and I give it to
whomever I see fit. It 1s going to be people who are obeying
and who are walking with Me and My sovereign purpose for
their lives. That is the way it is going to happen.”

Now we come to the end of the confession.

v. 15 Now, O Lord our God, who brought your people
out of Egypt with a mighty hand and who made for
yourself a name that endures to this day, we have
sinned, we have done wrong.

“Now, O Lord our God, who brought your people out of Egypt
with a mighty hand and who made for yourself a name that
endures to this day, we have sinned, we have done wrong.”

“Lord, for all of those, verses 4 to 15, we have made a mess
and we are in 1it. We are totally and completely responsible for
1t.”

Daniel can really get it said, watch the petition. There are ten
of them. They come quickly. He is going to repeat the word
“here” three times.

v. 16 O Lord, in keeping with all your righteous acts,
turn away your anger and your wrath from
Jerusalem, your city, your holy hill. Our sins and
the iniquities of our fathers have made Jerusalem
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and your people an object of scorn to all those
around us.

“O Lord, in keeping with all your righteous acts, turn away
your anger and your wrath from Jerusalem, your city, your
holy hill. Our sins and the iniquities of our fathers have made
Jerusalem and your people an object of scorn to all those
around us.”

He prays first for Jerusalem in verse 16 and for the sanctuary
in verse 17. These are things that hurt him the most.

He focuses on the city. The Lord’s name is mentioned 71 times
in these 19 verses either in pronoun or in name. It is centered
on the Lord and what He has to say.

v. 17 Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of
your servant. For your sake, O Lord, look with
favor on your desolate sanctuary.

“Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant.
For your sake, O Lord, look with favor on your desolate
sanctuary.”

Numbers 6:24-26

“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face
shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face
toward you and give you peace.”
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v. 18 Give ear, O God, and hear; open your eyes and see
the desolation of the city that bears your Name. We
do not make requests of you because we are
righteous, but because of your great mercy.

“Give ear, O God, and hear; open your eyes and see the
desolation of the city that bears your Name. We do not make
requests of you because we are righteous, but because of your
ogreat mercy.”

We think, and this is the curse of our generation, that the
more righteous we become, the more God is obligated to buy
into our agenda and answer our prayers. That is fallacious
thinking. Any answer to prayer is an act of mercy on the part
of a holy God because He loves us. It has nothing to do with
our worth or acts of worth.

If we are walking with Him and surrendered to Him and His
plan and purpose, what He is getting to do 1s mercy.

Daniel says it: “we do not make requests of you because we
are righteous but because of your great mercy”.

Deuteronomy 3:24

“O Sovereign Lord, you have begun to show to your servant
your greatness and your strong hand. For what god is there in
heaven or on earth who can do the deeds and mighty works
you do?
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v. 19 O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, hear and
act! For your sake, O my God, do not delay, because
your city and your people bear your Name.”

“O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, hear and act! For
your sake, O my God, do not delay, because your city and your
people bear your Name.”

Take those petitions, come back, and basically we have ten of

them. Three of them are the word “here” and then there are
seven others:

1. “hear,”

2. “look with favor,”
3. “give ear,”

4. “hear,”

5. “open your eyes,”
6. “listen,”

7. “forgive,”

8. “hear,”

9. “act,” and
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10. “do not delay.”

Notice that he repeats “HEAR’ three times out of those ten
requests. He 1s deeply desirous to have the Lord bend His ear
and “hear” what he 1s asking of Him.

These are the lessons that come from our passage of scripture:

Lesson #1: The study of prophecy has moved the prophet
Daniel to prayer.

Lesson #2: Daniel took literally what Jeremiah the prophet
had predicted with regard to the seventy years of captivity in
Babylon.

Lesson #3: We have in this passage a beautiful picture of
Daniel’s prayer life.

Lesson #4: The fervency of his prayer is seen in verse 3. He
“turned to the Lord God and he pleaded with him in prayer
and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes.”

Lesson #5: Daniel identifies with the people as he intercedes
and confesses not only for them, but for himself as well.

Lesson #6: He confesses six things the people have done: “we
have sinned,” “we have . . . done wrong,” “we have been
wicked,” “we . . . have rebelled,” “we have turned away from
your commands and laws,” and “we have not listened to your
servants” (verses 5 & 6).
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Lesson #7: “Lord, you are righteous . . . we are covered with
shame” (verse 7).

Lesson #8: Daniel says, “The Lord . . . 1s merciful and
forgiving” (verse 9).

Lesson #9: Daniel confesses three things: “All Israel has
transgressed your law,” “All Israel has . . . turned away,” and
“All Israel has . . . [refused] to obey” (verse 11).

Lesson #10: Daniel says the key 1s a right response and that
right response has not yet been done: (1) “we have not sought
the favor of the Lord by turning from our sins” and (2) we
have not been “giving attention to your truth” (verse 13).

Lesson #11: “God 1s righteous 1n everything he does” (verse
14).

Lesson #12: The two petitions of Daniel’s fervent prayer in
verse 17 are: “hear the prayers” and “look with favor” (verse

17).

Lesson #13: The three petitions of verse 18 are: “give ear,”
“hear,” and “open your eyes.”

Lesson #14: The four petitions of verse 19 are: “O Lord, listen,”
“O Lord, forgive,” “O Lord, hear,” and act.
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Lesson #15: It 1s good for us to remember that God is totally
sovereign and in complete control. As He has been in the past;
He 1s in the present, and He will continue to be in the future,
forever.

Corrie ten Boom said that the reason she was able to suffer
through the concentration camp during World War 1II is
because of prayer. Prayer is such an important power. In the
concentration camp, 700 of us lived 1n a room built for 200
people. We were all dirty, nervous and tense. One day a
horrible fight broke out among the prisoners. Betsy, my sister;
began to pray out loud. It was as if a storm lay down until at
last all was quiet and Betsy said thank you, Father. A tired
old woman was used by the Lord to save the situation for 700
fellow prisoners through her prayers.

(source unknown)

Samuel Chadwick says it 1s a wonder what God can do with a
broken heart if he gets all the pieces. He 1s ready to move and
work and to accomplish His agenda.

(source unknown)

This Marine prayer fits here:

Almighty Father, whose command is over all and whose
love never fails, make me aware of Thy presence and obedient
to Thy will. Keep me true to my best self, guarding me against
dishonesty in purpose and deed and helping me to live so that
I can face my fellow Marines, my loved ones, and Thee
without shame or fear. Protect my family.
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Give me the will to do the work of a Marine and to accept
my share of responsibilities with vigor and enthusiasm. Grant
me the courage to be proficient in my daily performance. Keep
me loyal and faithful to my superiors and to the duties my
Country and the Marine Corps have entrusted to me. Help me
to wear my uniform with dignity, and let it remind me daily of
the traditions which I must uphold.

If I am inclined to doubt, steady my faith; if I am tempted,
make me strong to resist; if I should miss the mark, give me
courage to try again.

Guide me with the light of truth and grant me wisdom by
which I may understand the answer to my prayer.

(source unknown)

We need to be praying that right here in the United States.

There 1s an awesome amount of material that comes out of
Daniel’s prayer.

Psalm 23 for the workplace:

The Lord 1s my real boss, I shall not want. He gives me peace
when chaos 1s all around me. He gently reminds me to pray
before I speak and to do all things without murmuring and
complaining. He reminds me that He 1s my source and not my
job. He restores my sanity everyday and guides my decisions
that I might honor Him in everything I do. Even though I face
absurd amounts of emails, system crashes, unrealistic
deadlines, budgets cut backs and gossiping co-workers and
discriminating supervisors and an aging body that doesn’t
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cooperate every morning, I will not stop for He is with me. His
presence, His peace and His power will see me through. He
raises me up when they fail to promote me. He claims me as
His own even when the company threatens to let me go. His
faithfulness and love are better than any bonus check. His
retirement plan beats any 401K there 1s. When it’s all said
and done, I'll be working for Him a whole lot longer and for
that I bless His name.

(source unknown)

Father, help us to get an eternal perspective and realize that
all the junk we are going through down here is just a preface
to something fantastic. Help us to be focused in our priorities,
upon the scripture and our prayer life and to demonstrate to
the world that we really know how to lay hold of a holy God.
That we can be honest and transparent and we ask You daily
to search and examine our hearts that there be no offense in
our lives whereby You have to be grieved or hurt and any
resistance or refusal to address issues as they really are.
Thank You for this glorious privilege to study Your Word. May
Your Holy Spirit seal to our hearts the message. In Jesus’
name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Seventeen -- Daniel 9:1-19

v. 1 In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a Mede by descent),
who was made ruler over the Babylonian kingdom—

v. 2 in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from the
Scriptures, according to the word of the Lord given to Jeremiah the
prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years.
v. 3 So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer
and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes.

v. 4 I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed: “O Lord, the great
and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with all who
love him and obey his commands,

v. 5 we have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and
have rebelled; we have turned away from your commands and
laws.

v. 6 We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke
in your name to our kings, our princes and our fathers, and to all
the people of the land.

v. 7 Lord, you are righteous, but this day we are covered with
shame—the men of Judah and people of Jerusalem and all Israel,
both near and far, in all the countries where you have scattered us
because of our unfaithfulness to you.

v. 8 O Lord, we and our kings, our princes and our fathers are
covered with shame because we have sinned against you.

v. 9 The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, even though we
have rebelled against him;

v. 10 we have not obeyed the Lord our God or kept the laws he
gave us through his servants the prophets.

v. 11 All Israel has transgressed your law and turned away,
refusing to obey you. Therefore the curses and sworn judgments
written in the Law of Moses, the servant of God, have been poured
out on us, because we have sinned against you.
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Notes

v. 12 You have fulfilled the words spoken against us and against
our rulers by bringing upon us great disaster. Under the whole
heaven nothing has ever been done like what has been done to
Jerusalem.

v. 13 Just as it is written in the Law of Moses, all this disaster has
come upon us, yet we have not sought the favor of the Lord our
God by turning from our sins and giving attention to your truth.
v. 14 The Lord did not hesitate to bring the disaster upon us, for
the Lord our God is righteous in everything he does; yet we have
not obeyed him.

v. 15 Now, O Lord our God, who brought your people out of Egypt
with a mighty hand and who made for yourself a name that
endures to this day, we have sinned, we have done wrong.

v. 16 O Lord, in keeping with all your righteous acts, turn away
your anger and your wrath from Jerusalem, your city, your holy
hill. Our sins and the iniquities of our fathers have made
Jerusalem and your people an object of scorn to all those around
us.

v. 17 Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant.
For your sake, O Lord, look with favor on your desolate sanctuary.
v. 18 Give ear, O God, and hear; open your eyes and see the
desolation of the city that bears your Name. We do not make
requests of you because we are righteous, but because of your
great mercy.

v. 19 O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, hear and act! For
your sake, O my God, do not delay, because your city and your
people bear your Name.”

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Daniel 9:1-19 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.
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2. What does Daniel understand from the prophet Jeremiah,

Copyright © 2024 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,

paraphrased and summarized material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.

Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately
attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes jm<%fmmm: compiled by Ronnie Marroquin.

them, according to verse 147

3. Describe how Daniel approaches the Lord, according to
5. What two things does Daniel say about the Lord in verse 9

verse 3.
4. Outline Daniel’s confession of sin 1in verses 5 & 6.

according to verse 27
6. For what two reasons does the Lord bring disaster upon
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7. What two things does Daniel ask of the Lord in verse 177

8. Outline David’s prayer petitions in verses 18 &19.

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: The study of prophecy has moved the prophet
Daniel to prayer.
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LESSON #2: Daniel took literally what Jeremiah the prophet
had predicted with regard to the seventy years of
captivity in Babylon.

LESSON #3: We have in this passage a beautiful picture of
Daniel’s prayer life.

LESSON #4: The fervency of his prayer is seen in verse 3. He
“turned to the Lord God and he pleaded with him in
prayer and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and
ashes.”

LESSON #5: Daniel identifies with the people as he intercedes
and confesses not only for them, but for himself as well.

LESSON #6: He confesses six things the people have done:
“we have sinned,” “we have . .. done wrong,” “we have
been wicked,” “we . . . have rebelled,” “we have turned
away from your commands and laws,” and “we have not
listened to your servants” (verses 5 & 6).

LESSON #7: “Lord, you are righteous . . . we are covered with
shame” (verse 7).

LESSON #8: Daniel says, “The Lord . . . 1s merciful and
forgiving” (verse 9).

LESSON #9: Daniel confesses three things: “All Israel has

transgressed your law,” “All Israel has . . . turned away,”
and “All Israel has . . . [refused] to obey” (verse 11).
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LESSON #10: Daniel says the key is a right response and that
right response has not yet been done: (1) “we have not
sought the favor of the Lord by turning from our sins” and
(2) we have not been “giving attention to your truth”
(verse 13).

LESSON #11: “God 1s righteous in everything he does” (verse
14).

LESSON #12: The two petitions of Daniel’s fervent prayer in
verse 17 are: “hear the prayers” and “look with favor”
(verse 17).

LESSON #13: The three petitions of verse 18 are: “give ear,”
“hear,” and “open your eyes.”

LESSON #14: The four petitions of verse 19 are: “O Lord,
listen,” “O Lord, forgive,” “O Lord, hear,” and act.

LESSON #15: It 1is good for us to remember that God is totally
soverelgn and in complete control. As He has been in the
past, He 1s in the present, and He will continue to be in
the future, forever.
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