A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Eighteen —- Daniel 9:20-27

We left Daniel praying. It was an awesome prayer. It’s 538
B.C. and he 1s 87 years old and he hasn’t stopped praying and
he 1s still praying as the scene of the study opens.

Why is Daniel praying so much about sin? Why is he so
concerned about the Jewish people?

First of all, he 1s praying about sin because the purpose of God
in setting up His righteous kingdom, sin has to be done away
with permanently. There would be no more sin when Christ
sets up His kingdom so he 1s praying about that.

The other reason he is praying about sin is that the children of
Israel had not changed since coming to Babylon. They are still
living an adulterous lifestyle. They are still living according to
the dictates of their hearts rather than the way the Lord
would want them to live.

Daniel 1s thinking that there are just a few months left until
the 70 years are over and those people are not going to learn
their lesson. God is going to extend the captivity because of it.



He 1s feeling deeply responsible for the people because they
failed to respond at this point.

Remember he i1s a transplanted Jew and has been in Babylon
since 605 B.C. That 1s 67-68 years. He has spent his whole
career in Babylon. Now, as he is praying, watched the
Babylonian Empire fall. The Persian Empire has now taken
the palace. He has already prophesied that in the visions we
have already looked at but now it has become something very
real.

There 1s intensity about his prayer. There is a beauty about it
and a reason for it.

There are a lot of lessons we can learn from 1it.
Corrie ten Boom said:

“Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God.”
(source unknown)

Daniel knows his God. He is very anxious and fearful about
the future.

Two things before we dig into these verses that are so central.
When the study is over, we are going to have a little chart to
summarize everything to show the sequence of things.

If we understand these verses, we can go to the Book of
Revelation and drop everything there into these four verses.
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We have taken Israel from the time of return from captivity to
the kingdom of Christ, the Millennium reign. This i1s how
significant these verses are. If we understand this, all of that
will fall together.

With this study, we are five centuries before the coming of
Christ. This is literally foretold in the study.

One more observation—69 of these 70 weeks of years that are
described in this vision have already been fulfilled, literally.
History books will verify that fact.

If 69 of them have been fulfilled, literally, what can we expect
about the last one?

Our resounding answer will be that it will be fulfilled literally,
The moment we say that, it makes everything open up and
become clear.

This 1s a very intense study. Let’s jump right in.

v. 20 While I was speaking and praying, confessing my
sin and the sin of my people Israel and making my
request to the Lord my God for his holy hill—

“While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the

sin of my people Israel and making my request to the Lord my
God for his holy hill—”



We can tell from the 20th verse that everything he has to talk
about has to do with Israel.

Why are we focusing on Israel and God’s people?

Two reasons—He has talked about Babylon, Medo-Persia,
Greece and Rome, but there 1s no picture of Israel and what
will happen to them after the seventy year captivity. His
passionate prayer is not only for their sin but also for their
future.

What comfort can we have, God, that You have a sovereign
purpose and plan for the children of Israel, these chosen ones,
directly by Your sovereign choice?

Use the verbs in verse 20 to get the feel for our study—
Speaking, praying, confessing and making requests. We can
add three more words from our last study to help us with what
1s really going on—Fasting, pleading (a passionate plea),
dressed in sackcloth and ashes (really repentant and broken).

He is trying to be in a position of extreme sensitivity to what
God 1s all about as far as the future of the children of Israel
are concerned.

That verse ends with the words “my God for his holy hill’—
that’s Jerusalem. It is the city on the hill. We are talking
about the children of Israel and also talking about the city of
Jerusalem that has been lying in total disarray and total



destruction for 70 years. He 1s asking the Lord to make it
clear about what is going to happen in the future to the city.

Ever been 1n a situation that we’ve had such intense feelings
and passion about something and we went to all this trouble
that Daniel has gone through?

More than a circumstance. Ever had the same intense,
earnest, deep, pleading prayer for the salvation of someone
else?

This 1s foreign to us and it is hard to talk in this kind of
language.

Do we have a prayer list? If our answer 1s yes, we have a
litany of requests every day.

When i1s the last time we have been on our face and fasting in
prayer, weeping and mourning over the fact that time is
running out and a person is terminally 11l and they have not
come to Christ yet? We feel so deeply about that we are
spending our emotional energy in an effort to get the attention
of God to move in their behalf and believe that God will do 1t?

This 1s Daniel. We can tell believers who have really learned
how to lay hold of God. They are passionate and they are
consistent in their prayer life. They feel things deeply.
Everything that centers around someone who i1s walking in a
deep relationship with God is uttered. They wake up in the



morning feeling the thoughts and emotions toward others
rather than themselves.

This 1s what the apostle Paul felt for these Jewish people.
Maybe this will help us understand where Daniel is coming
from.

Romans 9:1-3

I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience
testifies with me in the Holy Spirit, that I have great sorrow
and unceasing grief in my heart. For I could wish that I myself
were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my
brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh,

He 1s saying “God, I love my people Israel because he i1s a Jew.
I love them so much that if 1t means their eternal salvation,
you can withdraw mine and I will live the life of the accursed
if you can respond to my prayer.”

That 1s about the same way Moses felt after that golden calf
thing. God said, “I am so ticked over this thing, we are going
to wipe them out. And Moses, we are going to start all over
again.”

Moses said, “No, no, no. Take me but don’t do that to the
people.”

This should not be a foreign conversation we are having. If we
are becoming increasingly more like Jesus, that is exactly
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what he did. He emptied himself and took the form of a
servant and was made 1n likeness of men and humbled
himself and became obedient even to the death of the Cross for
us.

When we are becoming more like Him then we should look
like Daniel. We should pray like Daniel. We ought to be people
who are willing to be used up and spent for the eternal
salvation of the souls of all men. He 1s speaking and praying
and confessing and he 1s making a request. What an unselfish
servant who 1s passionate about the sins of the people.

Ever noticed the paper every once in a while has a story that
blows our mind about somebody who has done unselfishly for
someone else?

There are stories that inspire us and touch us like the one
about the soldier in Iraq who was in a room with four other
soldiers and when he saw a grenade thrown in chose to throw
himself on it to save the lives of the others. This was an
instant trigger reaction of giving one’s life for others.

This 1s not the giving of life but it is the giving of something
very special:

Michael Phelps had already won five gold medals in the
2004 Athens Olympics. He seemed certain to secure one more
in the 4 x 400 medley relay. Phelps’ teammate, Ian Crocker,
had not been so fortunate. Fighting flu symptoms all week,
Crocker’s performance had been sub-par. Just as 1t appeared
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that Crocker would go home without a medal, Phelps ceded
his position in the 4 x 400 medley relay, giving Crocker a shot
at the gold.
Told of the gesture, Crocker nearly wept. “I'm kind of
speechless,” he said. “It’s a huge gift that’s difficult to
accept. It makes me want to go out and tear up the pool.”
With that motivation, Crocker helped his team shatter its own
record, winning the gold.

Citation: David Slagle, Atlanta, Georgia; source: Mike Teirney, “Phelps Cedes Spotlight to
Struggling Teammate,” Atlanta Journal Constitution (8-21-04)
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International
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That is life. We are so used to the pity parties when things are
not going good and happiness when things are going great.
Life 1s all about us and what we can acquire or accomplish
rather than waking up and realizing it is all about Him and
becoming more like Him. It is all about making ourselves
available in sacrificial service to the benefit of others.

That 1s Daniel, stepping off the pages of scripture.

v. 21 while I was still in prayer, Gabriel, the man I had
seen in the earlier vision, came to me in swift flight
about the time of the evening sacrifice.

“while I was still in prayer, Gabriel, the man I had seen in the
earlier vision, came to me in swift flight about the time of the
evening sacrifice.”



We met Gabriel twelve years ago. In Daniel chapter 8, he is
the one who showed up to tell Daniel about the ram and goat,
about Medo-Persia and Greece. Now twelve years have passed
by and who shows up by Daniel’s side, in answer to his prayer;
but Gabriel—“the man I had seen in the earlier vision.”

We need to deal with one issue concerning angels who have
wings and fly fast. This is the only verse in the scripture
where we have anything related to an angel and swift flight.
The assumption is that if they are going to fly, they have
wings. Cherubims and Seraphims are winged creatures but
that does not mean that angels are.

This Hebrew word has come under deep scrutiny. The word
that 1s translated as swift flight, could be better translated “in
my extreme weariness.” Now, an angel can’t be weary but
Daniel could. We know he has been sick twice trying to figure
out what was going on in these other visions.

Daniel 1s a guy that not only prays, but asks and pleads with
God. We don’t know how long, because we heard only part of
1t. But he 1s a man who is literally spent physically and
emotionally and is in extreme weariness.

He is at the point when it seems like 1t is all going to fall
apart. Who shows up at his side with an answer? Gabriel.
Perfect timing and it fits the context much better.

“In my state of extreme weariness” fits much better than
flying angels.



We love answers to prayer. It thrills our heart when we hear
stories of people who, after 25 or 30 years, something
miraculous happens in their life. And we just say, “Wow, it
finally happened.” It has been work praying 30 years for it.

Here’s a neat story:

Recently, my former church in Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania,
had a big baptismal service out at the lake—35 people
baptized. The last one was Harold Gallagher. I could hardly
believe 1t when I heard that. Linda, Harold’s wife, has been
praying for him for 30 years. He’s always been a great guy—
kind, helpful, very willing to let Linda and the boys be
involved in church—but he just wasn’t interested.

I called them to get the story straight. “Harold,” I said, “what’s
this I hear?”

He said last November some tough times were getting the best
of him. After all those years, it was the crisis that pushed him
to go visit with the pastor. Linda was with him, but when
Pastor Jeff asked if Harold would like to accept Christ, and he
said yes, Linda was shocked. And he’s been growing. Every
Sunday morning at 7:30, Harold meets with Mike in order to
orow 1n his faith. He has tabs in his Bible and everything.
Linda told me, “I waited all those years to have him sit beside
me 1n church.” She said that when Harold was baptized,
through his tears, he thanked everyone for praying all those
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years. “He’s ushering at church,” she told me. She said,
“You've never seen anyone so proud to be an usher.”

Citation: Lee Eclov, Vernon Hills, Illinois
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

That is a God thing. Something that God has sovereignly
chosen to work in the heart of an individual to bring about a
life-changing transformation all because of that person who
has been faithful in prayer.

Notice when Gabriel got there he did two things.

v. 22 He instructed me and said to me, “Daniel, I have
now come to give you insight and understanding.

“He 1instructed me and said to me, ‘Daniel, I have now come to
give you insight and understanding.”

“He instructed me and said to me.”

Gabriel said, “I want you to have the truth and then be able to
understand that truth I am giving you.”

In April of 1945, Dietrich Bonhoeffer was hung by the German
Gestapo just days before the liberation of Europe in World
War II. He left a legacy as a German Pastor in a book called
The Cost of Discipleship. In that book he talks about truth and
this is what he said:
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(The Cost of Discipleship by Dietrich Bonhoeffer)

“To deviate from the truth can never be wise . . . The wisest
course for the disciple is always to abide solely by the Word of
God in all simplicity.”

(source unknown)

Stay the course of truth.

This 1s going to be good but also it will get convicting. Plan on
getting uncomfortable right away.

v. 23 As soon as you began to pray, an answer was
given, which I have come to tell you, for you are
highly esteemed. Therefore, consider the message
and understand the vision:

“As soon as you began to pray, an answer was given, which I
have come to tell you, for you are highly esteemed. Therefore,
consider the message and understand the vision:”

There 1s a “for” and a “therefore.” The “for” always gives us thé
reason and the “therefore” tells us the consequence.

“You are highly esteemed Daniel. When you talk, heaven
moves. You are on a priority list up there. When you are heard
from, heaven responds to what you ask.”

Those words “highly esteemed,” let’s study that for just a
minute.
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It means a precious treasure in God’s sight. There are all
kinds of little ramifications of that. We are “highly esteemed”
but we are greatly beloved. We are the object of God’s delight.
We are of great value in God’s sight.

Ready to get uncomfortable?
Ready to read what’s being written in heaven about us?

Heaven 1s very much interested in the condition of our heart
and also what we are doing in our personal life is also of
heavenly concern. The reason we know that is when Satan
and the Lord had that conversation about Job, what did the
Lord say?

Job 1:8

Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my
servant Job? There 1s no one on earth like him; he 1s blameless
and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.”

Can God say that about us?

Enoch walked with God and God took him. It was such a rich
experience. Heaven noticed Enoch’s consistent walk with God.

Noah was the most righteous of his day. God 1s interested and
makes observations on the basis of the heart.
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1 Samuel 16:7

Man looks on the outward appearance and God looks on the
heart.

2 Chronicles 16:9

For the eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to
strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him.
You have done a foolish thing, and from now on you will be at

b

war.

It 1s an urgent matter. If God seems at a distance from us or if
we are not getting through, it is not heaven’s disinterest, it is
heaven’s action and response in view of the reality of our
condition. That is the issue.

It would be refreshing to have Gabriel come up and say,
“Wow, you have moved heaven quickly and I am here to give
you a response.”

If an angel were dispatched, what message would he give
about our hearts?

Lt. Carey H. Cash in his book speaks over and over again
about the awesome movement of God in answer to prayer.
Orchestrating circumstances where men’s lives were spared in
1mpossible things. He also spoke of the salvation of so many of
these young men.
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(A Table in the Presence by Lt. Carey H. Cash)

After we had talked for a while, I grasped the side of one
of El’s big arms and asked, “Do you believe that Jesus is the
Son of God . . . that He died on the cross for your sins . . . rose
from the dead the third day . . . and lives right now through
the power and presence of the Holy Spirit?”

He nodded. “I do.”

“And do you want to trust Him with your whole heart and
live for Him the rest of your life?”

“Yes,” Eli responded, smiling from ear to ear.

In the moments that followed, it was my great privilege,
my profound honor to lead the young Marine in a prayer in
which together we asked God to send His Son, Jesus, into Eli’s
life, cleansing him from his sin, and forever making him a
child of God. And with that simple step of faith, Eli Schlueter
received the indescribable gift that God offers to everyone who
looks to the Cross and believes.

When we lifted our heads from prayer moments later,
there was a smile on his face that almost made his glasses
look crooked. My eyes welled up with tears.

p. 132

The evidence of another one born again into the kingdom of
God.

Daniel is a very, very godly man and is “highly esteemed” in
heaven.

“Therefore, consider the message and understand the vision.”
9
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Here 1s the vision in verses 24, 25, 26 and 27. These four
verses are the verses that wrap up our exposition but they are
also the key to the whole book. This 1s a wonderful place to be:

Ask the Spirit of God to open our hearts to be able to
understand it.

v. 24 Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and
your holy city to finish transgression, to put an end
to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in
everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and
prophecy and to anoint the most holy.

“Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your holy
city [Jerusalem] to finish transgression, to put an end to sin,
to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness,
to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy.”

Verse 24 is telling us that there 1s a period of time and during
that period of time, six things are going to be accomplished. In
other words, when we tell someone we are going to tell them
something, we give them an overview of the whole thing and
then we come back and fill in the details.

Verse 24 1s a gigantic overview and it’s saying—"“these are my
six goals for the next 490 years.” Then it comes back and
says— ‘this is how it is going to play out.”

The little word “to” occurs six times, so those are the goals.
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“Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people”™—the
Israelites—“and your holy city”—dJerusalem.

Everything in Daniel’s seventy weeks has to do with Israel.

There are those who believe, hidden 1n Israel, 1s the Church.
However, the Church 1s never mentioned in the Old

Testament and it 1s still future when Jesus says in Matthew
16, “I will build my church.”

These seventy weeks have nothing to do with the Church.
They have nothing to do with us. This has to do with God’s
people. This is Daniel’s passionate prayer, coming to the end
of the seventy weeks and what is going to happen. God 1s
saying, instead of talking about seventy weeks, we are going
to talk about 490 years. God does exceedingly abundant above
all we could ask or think.

How did we get 490 years? We have seventy sevens and could
be seventy sevens of days (can’t get all this done in days) or
seventy sevens of weeks (can’t get all this done) or we could
have seventy sevens of months and we still would come up
way short of anything that would make sense.

What is uppermost in Daniel’s mind—seventy years of
captivity.

Instead of saying “Daniel, I am getting ready to talk to you
about the next 490 years” he is saying, “I am talking to you
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about seventy sevens of years. Seventy times seven i1s 490
years.

What we have in this opening statement 1s God’s decree for
the rest of the history of Israel from this to the coming of the
kingdom when David’s greater Son, the Lord Jesus Christ,
takes up the reins and we have the rule of righteousness (490
years).

It 1s giving him the whole landscape here. There are
significant things that happen along the way. One of the
things that happens is—this 70 years 1s going to be divided
into 3 parts. Let’s get the overview.

Out of these six goals in the overview of verse 24, the first
three have to do with sin. We have to get rid of sin before we
can ever experience the kingdom. So, the first three of them in
the overview have to do with the problem that has been with
us ever since Adam and Eve messed 1t up in the Garden.

Christ died on the Cross but that did not finish up
transgression. We are still dealing with it today and we will
until Christ comes to put an end to all of it. It was paid for,
that 1s true, by the death of Christ upon the Cross.

1. “to finish transgression”—ultimately human rebellion will
end. There will no longer be shaking fists in the face of God.
Transgression will be history at the Second Coming of Christ.
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2. “to put an end to sin"—the Second Coming of Christ is the
very same thing as we go into the eternal state.

3. “to atone for wickedness”—that could be a reference to
the death of Christ. He made the atonement when He died on
the Cross. But sin and wickedness continued even after He
made the atonement.

All three of these relate to the Second Coming of Christ when
He comes to end the battle of Armageddon and set up His
eternal kingdom.

Now we turn positive. The last three of the overview will
progressively take us along. We have gotten rid of the sin
problem and now what do we have to look forward to?

4. “to bring in everlasting righteousness”—that 1s the
beginning of the kingdom because the greater son of David,
the Lord Jesus Christ, 1s going to be here to rule and reign in
His millennium kingdom. We can check that out in Revelation
chapter 20.

5. “to seal up vision and prophecy”—when the kingdom
comes, there will not be any more need for visions or
prophecies because He is here. Everything will be made clear.
There 1s a possibility that this happened when the sixty-six
books of the Bible were completed.

John Walvoord, in his prophetic studies, believes that is what
happened. When the Bible was finally completed that sealed
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up visions and prophecy. There will be no more because God
has spoken these last days through His Son. That is the end of
it.

Revelation 22:18, 19

I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of
this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the
plagues which are written in this book; and if anyone takes
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will
take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city,
which are written in this book.

Either one of them, “seal up vision of prophecy” and “the
completion of the Word of God,” don’t mess with this because
all of prophecy has been given. All of the visions have been
seen and we are not to be those who are trying to perpetrate
new visions and new prophecies. That is in the hands of the
sovereign God. He deems it complete. The ultimate of that will
be at the Second Coming. We don’t need any more prophecy or
visions because He is here and that answers everything.

6. “to anoint the most holy”——some people believe that
means they are going to anoint the Holy of Holies in the
heavenly Tabernacle just before the kingdom 1s set up.

Just like Samuel went to anoint David when he was a young
man to become king, we are going to have the privilege of

anointing the Lord Jesus Christ as King of kings and Lord of
lords. It will be our privilege to literally inaugurate Him into
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His kingdom. He has paid for and qualified to do it. We are
ready for this eternal kingdom.

That 1s ultimately going to happen.

All of those things center around His Second Coming when all
of it 1s taken care of and there 1s such joy and rejoicing as a
result of it.

The word “decreed”—we have to figure out when that started
and how the rest of this fits.

v. 25 Know and understand this: From the issuing of
the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until
the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be
seven ‘sevens, and sixty-two ‘sevens.’ It will be
rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of
trouble.

“Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to
restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the
ruler, comes, there will be seven ‘sevens,” and sixty-two
‘sevens.’ It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in
times of trouble.”

In other words, from this decree until Jesus comes there 1s
going to be “seven ‘sevens,” and sixty-two ‘sevens.”

“Seven ‘sevens” 1s 49 years.
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“Sixty-two ‘sevens” 1s 434 years.

When we put 49 and 434 together, we come up with 483 so we
come up with 7 years short. So we still have one week of years
left that he 1s going to talk about in the last verse.

These are the three segments:
1. We have “seven ‘sevens.”
2.  We have “sixty-two ‘sevens.”

3. We have one seven.

That adds up to the 490 years. But at the end of the 69th week
of years, the Messiah 1s going to be cut off and we will see that
in the next verse. The first thing though is that a decree is
1ssued to rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One comes and
there will be “seven ‘sevens,” and sixty-two ‘sevens.”

The rebuilding of Jerusalem, its streets and its trenches is
going to come 1n a time of trouble. It is not going to be a
comfortable pleasant experience to be here.

We studied the Grecian Empire and we know a little bit about
what 1s getting ready to happen to them the closer they get to
the time of the Coming of Christ. They are going to suffer
during these years. Daniel comprehends that.
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There 1s a problem. We have to find a decree that fits the
starting date for the 490 years. Once we get that, everything
else falls into place. We have four to choose from to get the one
we need. We have to do a little bit of work. Let’s do it together:

The first decree was signed by Cyrus in 538 B.C. That is the
very year that Daniel has this vision. The only problem is that
decree only indicates they are going back to build the Temple.
It has nothing to do with the city of Jerusalem and the
rebuilding of the city. It 1s letting the people go back and get
their worship and their Temple established. That was the
passion of their heart.

So the answer to Daniel’s prayer about the end of the seventy
years comes true right at the time he is praying this. They get
to start going back.

There 1s another decree that follows that one in 512 B.C. This
1s 26 years later and it is almost the same thing as the first
one—go and get the Temple built. It has nothing to do with
Jerusalem. It still just focuses on the Temple. Then in 457
B.C.—that’s when Ezra went back to consecrate the Temple
and set up all the Temple worship—still no Jerusalem and thé
rebuilding in any of those three edicts.

So we are forced to pay dirt in the fourth and that is the one
we start with. We will recognize this immediately.

Nehemiah woke up in the morning and he was grieved and
hurt, weeping and concerned that the walls of Jerusalem were
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lying in total disarray and the city was a mess. When we read
Chapter 1 of Nehemiah, he goes out in the night and goes
through all the rubble of the city and his heart is
overwhelmed with passion for the rebuilding of the city and
getting it right.

So a decree was given on March 5t in 444 B.C. to go back and
rebuild the city of Jerusalem. That is 95 years from where we
are now in 538 B.C. Daniel is dead before this ever comes
about. He prophesied it but he is not going to get to see even
the beginning of the 490 years. He has accomplished his task.

We go with March 5th of 444 B.C. and Nehemiah going back
and rebuilding the city.

“After” 1s the key word in verse 26. The reason we say this is
“seven ‘sevens’ [49] sixty-two ‘sevens’ [434],” they are
sequential, one after the other.

We have the word “after.” It 1s very important to understand
this. It means there 1s a gap between 69 and 70 because after
69 weeks of years, some things are going to happen.

1. Christ is going to be crucified.

2. The city of Jerusalem 1s going to be destroyed.

Those two big things that are going to happen before
something triggers the beginning of the 70th week of years.
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Daniel had no comprehension of the fact that because of the
rejection of the king, the Lord Jesus Christ, God was going to
allow his bride to be born on the day of Pentecost and live. We
have the privilege of being a part of His bride, the Church, for
the last 2,000 plus years, redeeming mankind because of the

death of His Son upon the Cross. That is the greater wisdom
of God.

That brings the Church into the picture but we are not there
yet. We are still dealing with Israel and the seventy weeks of
Daniel.

One of the problems that most people have 1s that because
they think these are all sequential, one right after the other,
they are making all seventy of them history. That is not true
because there are things that happen after the 69 weeks
before the 70th comes.

What is happening in the 70th, we have not seen in history
and what did we say about that regarding Daniel’s little horn?
When we haven’t seen an alliance of ten nations in a revived
Roman Empire, put it in the future. Leave it alone and don’t
try to understand it now. It will fit at some future time. It just
happens that it fits with regard to Daniel’s 70th week. The
little horn i1s going to step out here on the page.

v. 26 After the sixty-two ‘sevens,” the Anointed One will
be cut off and will have nothing. The people of the
ruler who will come will destroy the city and the
sanctuary. The end will come like a flood: War will
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continue until the end, and desolations have been
decreed.

“After the sixty-two ‘sevens,” the Anointed One will be cut off
and will have nothing”

John 1:11

He came to His own, and those who were His own did not
receive Him.

“The people of the ruler’—this is the little horn—*who will
come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will
come like a flood: War will continue until the end, and
desolations have been decreed.”

The little horn is the key figure in that 70th week.

Daniel 7:8

“While I was thinking about the horns, there before me was
another horn, a little one, which came up among them; and
three of the first horns were uprooted before it. This horn had
eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth that spoke boastfully.

This little horn 1s the worldwide emperor who will take ten
nations, an alliance of the Roman Empire, and form the wedge
toward the Battle of Armageddon that wraps all of this up
here in just a little bit.
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Notice who it 1s that destroys Jerusalem. It is not the ruler. It
1s “the people of the ruler.”

Where does he come from? He comes out of the fourth beast—
Rome. So, Rome is the one that destroys Jerusalem and the
Temple in 70 A.D. under the leadership of Titus.

Triumph is a Roman word for the celebration after winning a
battle.

William Barclay says:

In fact, when Titus had his triumph in the streets of Rome he
brought the Seven Branch Candlestick, the table of
Showbread and the altar of Incense. All of these articles he
took from his victory in 70 A.D. and he paraded down the
streets of Rome with them.

(source unknown)

“The people of the ruler” who will come—he 1sn’t here yet—
will destroy the city and the sanctuary.

“The end will come like a flood: War will continue until the
end and desolation has been decreed.”

What is the picture before us? It is the picture of what is going
to take place in that 70th week.

Let’s take a look at the 70th week but before we do that, we
want to go back to the time frame.
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444 B.C., March 5th—Sir Robert Anderson has written a book
called The Coming Prince. This 1s an old book and he has
meticulously worked out the exact number of days from 444
B.C. to the completion of those 69 weeks and guess where he
ended up. On the calendar, he ended up in 33 A.D., the April
Sunday morning that Christ made His triumphal entry into
the city of Jerusalem.

Dr. Harold Hoehner, a professor in Dallas, has also done an
incredible scholastic work. Everyone recognizes it as very
reliable and he comes to the very same conclusion that the 69
weeks ended when Christ 1s offering, to the Jewish people, the
kingdom. He rides in the eastern gate.

It’s deeply touching to see that it would be at the end of the 69
weeks and 5 days later, our precious Savior, the greatest son
of David, the rejected King, would be crucified upon the Cross
to die for our sins.

In 70 A.D. the city would be destroyed like He said.
What is God’s greater plan?
The disciples ask Him, in His resurrected body:

Acts 1:6-8

So when they had come together, they were asking Him,
saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom
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to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or
epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; but
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the
earth.”

Christ 1s saying that “you are going to be sharing My Word
with others and that is the birthday of the Church, wait for

the Holy Spirit to come.” Sure enough, in Acts 2 we have the
birthday of the Church.

Now verse 27. Who 1s this man of sin? Daniel’s 70th week and
how 1s 1t going to happen? How does it start?

v. 27 He will confirm a covenant with many for one
‘seven.’ In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an
end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing he will
set up an abomination that causes desolation, until
the end that is decreed is poured out on him.”

“He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’ In the
middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to sacrifice and
offering. And on a wing”—of the temple—“he will set up an
abomination that causes desolation, until the end that 1s
decreed 1s poured out on him.”

That last seven will start when the man of sin forms a
covenant with Israel to say they are safe. That is what they
are doing over there now. They are trying to get a covenant
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that will be acceptable to everyone and Israel is a part of all
that and will be a dramatic player in this final play.

This world leader will come and say to them “You will be
safe”. Notice that it is not going to last long. The middle of the
seven, 3 1/2 years in, 1,260 days. Read Revelation 6 to 19 see
the seals, the trumpets, the bowl judgments. That all happens
right here in this final dramatic drama of judgment.

The false prophet is going to make an idol of this worldwide
leader and 1s going to put it in the Holy of Holies and everyone
will be required to worship it, if we are living here at that
time.

That 1s the unveiling of the 70 weeks of Daniel. That is the
picture we can look forward to.

1. Image of desolation cannot be the same one Antiochus
Epiphanes had in the Grecian Empire.

Jesus said 1n:

Matthew 24:15, 16

Therefore when you see the ABOMINATION OF
DESOLATION which was spoken of through Daniel the
prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader
understand), then those who are in Judea must flee to the
mountains.
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It was still future at that point. It was long after Antiochus
Epiphanes was dead and gone so it is still a future thing. Even
at the time of Christ’s death, 1t 1s still in the future.

2. Because the Church is the bride of Christ and is not a
part of Israel, the Church will not participate in this judgment
upon the Nation, Israel. This is Daniel’s 70th week on the
children of Israel. This is the time of Jacob’s trouble. It is a
time of great tribulation.

Some valid observations are as follows:

The Church will be raptured out of here before the 70th week
begins.

We're not only going to have Christ dying on the Cross, the
destruction of Jerusalem and the birthday of the Church, but
the Church will be out of here before the 70th week begins.
Why do we believe that?

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18

For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God,
and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive
and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds
to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the
Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.
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He does not come, He calls the Church home. It is a meeting
in the air. When we see the Second Coming of Christ in
Revelation 19, He is riding a white horse. He 1s King of kings
and Lord of lords. He comes down and He fights the Battle of
Armageddon and the kingdom begins.

That 1s the sequence of events that puts Daniel’s 70 weeks
into perspective.

What does that do to us?

There 1s nothing prophetically standing in the way of the
Rapture occurring today. The Church, the Body of Christ, can
be complete and we will be out of here.

As soon as we are gone, Daniel’s 70th week is going to start.
Not necessarily but it will start at the point when that
covenant is made with Israel.

These things will fall into place rapidly, one after another.

Here are the lessons that come out of our study:

Lesson #1: “Before they call I will answer; while they are still
speaking I will hear” (Isaiah 65:24).

Lesson #2: “Until now you have asked for nothing in My

name; ask and you will receive, that your joy may be made
full” (John 16:24).
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Lesson #3: “And this 1s the confidence which we have before
Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears
us. And 1f we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we
know that we have the request which we have asked from
Him” (1 John 5:14, 15).

Lesson #4: “While I was still in prayer, Gabriel, the man I had
seen 1n the earlier vision, came to me in swift flight about the
time of the evening sacrifice” (verse 21).

Lesson #5: Two wonderful things that come to us as a result of
our disciplined prayer life are: (1) insight, and (2)
understanding.

Lesson #6: “As soon as you began to pray, an answer was
given, which I have come to tell you, for you are highly
esteemed. Therefore, consider the message and understand
the vision” (verse 23).

Lesson #7: The future and grand finale for Israel 1s described
in the remaining verses of this passage.

Lesson #8: The six things that remain to be accomplished are:
(1) “to finish transgression,” (2) “to put an end to sin,” (3) “to
atone for wickedness,” (4) “to bring in everlasting
righteousness,” (5) “to seal up vision and prophecy,” and (6) “to
anoint the most holy” (verse 24).

Lesson #9: The city of Jerusalem and the sanctuary will be
restored and rebuilt.
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Lesson #10: “War will continue until the end, and desolations
have been decreed” (verse 26).

Lesson #11: “The Anointed One” 1s Jesus Christ the Messiah
who will come and will be crucified.

Lesson #12: The ruler 1s the future world leader, the man of
sin, Satan’s final shot at a kingdom before Jesus Christ comes

to set up the eternal kingdom.

Randy Alcorn tells this story:

(The Grace and Truth Paradox by Randy Alcorn)

My father was the most resistant person to the gospel I've
ever known. He warned me never to talk to him again about
“that religious stuff.”

At age eighty-four, Dad was diagnosed with terminal
cancer. One day he phoned, very upset.

“I've called . . . to say good-bye. I'm in terrible pain—I
know the end’s coming. I've got a gun to my head. I'm sorry to
leave you with a mess.”

I begged him to hold on. Jumping into my car, I made the
thirty-minute drive in twenty, jumped out of the car, and
pounded on the door.

No answer.

Taking a deep breath, I opened the door. On the floor I
saw a rifle and a handgun. Calling out for my father, I turned
the corner into his room, prepared for the worst. Eyes half-
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closed, I bumped into him as he walked out. I rushed him to
the hospital, where they scheduled him for surgery the next
morning.

I arrived an hour before surgery, praying that in his pain
and despair, with no easy way out, my dad would turn to
Christ. Standing by his bed, I opened my Bible to Romans. I
began reading in chapter 3. “There 1s none righteous, no, not
one. ... All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (vv:
10, 23 NKJV).

Those weren’t easy words to read.

My tavern-owner father had always taken hot offense at
being called a sinner. I wanted to gloss over this portion,
moving quickly to the good news of God’s grace. But I forced
myself to keep reading, verse after verse, about human sin.
Why? Because, 1 told myself, if I really love Dad, I have to tell
him the whole truth. If God’s going to do a miracle of
conversion here, that’s His job. My job is to say what God says.

We made it to Romans 6: “The wages of sin 1s death, but
the gift of God 1s eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (v. 23).
Then Romans 10, about being saved through confessing Jesus
as our risen Lord.

Finally I looked Dad in the eyes and asked, “Have you
ever confessed your sins and asked Jesus Christ to forgive
you?”

“No,” he said in a weak voice. “But . . . I think it’s about
time I did.”

I'll never forget that moment. The impossible took place
right before my eyes: My father prayed aloud, confessed his
sins, and placed his faith in Christ, just before they wheeled
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him into surgery. To me, dividing the Red Sea paled in
comparison to this miracle.

The surgery was successful. God gave me five more
precious years with my dad. The day I held his hand as he
died, I knew I would see not only my mom, but also my dad in
heaven.
pp. 58-60

Father, that is the business of the kingdom that we are to be
about. We are to be those according to the last words of our
precious Savior, bearing witness to others that they might
know Christ. Father, we confess a shallow compassion when it
comes to the needs of others and their eternal destiny. Lord,
now that we understand a little bit better about the urgency of
the hour, help each of us to go away determined to be bright
lights that shine forth the gospel of Christ and that there will
be those who will respond and come to faith because of our
faith and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. For it 1s in the
Savior's name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Eighteen —- Daniel 9:20-27

v. 20 While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the
sin of my people Israel and making my request to the Lord my God
for his holy hill—

v. 21 while I was still in prayer, Gabriel, the man I had seen in the
earlier vision, came to me in swift flight about the time of the
evening sacrifice.

v. 22 He instructed me and said to me, “Daniel, I have now come to
give you insight and understanding.

v. 23 As soon as you began to pray, an answer was given, which I
have come to tell you, for you are highly esteemed. Therefore,
consider the message and understand the vision:

v. 24 Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your holy
city to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for
wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision
and prophecy and to anoint the most holy.

v. 25 Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to
restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler,
comes, there will be seven ‘sevens,” and sixty-two ‘sevens.’ It will be
rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble.

v. 26 After the sixty-two ‘sevens,” the Anointed One will be cut off
and will have nothing. The people of the ruler who will come will
destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood:
War will continue until the end, and desolations have been
decreed.

v. 27 He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’ In the
middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to sacrifice and offering.
And on a wing [of the temple] he will set up an abomination that
causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on

him.”
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QUESTIONS:

1. Read Daniel 9:20-27 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.

2. Make an outline of Daniel’s activities in verse 20.

3. What has Gabriel come to do for Daniel, according to verse
237

4. What six things are decreed for the people of Israel,
according to verse 247

5. What 1s Daniel commanded to know and understand,
according to verse 257
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7. What 1s the world “ruler who is going to come” going to do,

according to verse 267
10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

8. Outline what this world leader is going to do, according to

6. Who 1s the “Anointed One” and what will happen to him,
verse 27.

according to verse 267
9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: “Before they call I will answer; while they are
still speaking I will hear” (Isaiah 65:24).

LESSON #2: “Until now you have asked for nothing in My
name; ask and you will receive, that your joy may be
made full” (John 16:24).

LESSON #3: “And this 1s the confidence which we have before
Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He
hears us. And if we know that He hears us in whatever

we ask, we know that we have the request which we have
asked from Him” (1 John 5:14, 15).

LESSON #4: “While I was still in prayer, Gabriel, the man I
had seen in the earlier vision, came to me in swift flight
about the time of the evening sacrifice” (verse 21).

LESSON #5: Two wonderful things that come to us as a result
of our disciplined prayer life are: (1) insight, and (2)
understanding.

LESSON #6: “As soon as you began to pray, an answer was
given, which I have come to tell you, for you are highly
esteemed. Therefore, consider the message and
understand the vision” (verse 23).
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LESSON #7: The future and grand finale for Israel is
described in the remaining verses of this passage.

LESSON #8: The six things that remain to be accomplished
are: (1) “to finish transgression,” (2) “to put an end to sin,?
(3) “to atone for wickedness,” (4) “to bring in everlasting
righteousness,” (5) “to seal up vision and prophecy,” and

(6) “to anoint the most holy” (verse 24).

LESSON #9: The city of Jerusalem and the sanctuary will be
restored and rebuilt.

LESSON #10: “War will continue until the end, and
desolations have been decreed” (verse 26).

LESSON #11: “The Anointed One” 1s Jesus Christ the
Messiah who will come and will be crucified.

LESSON #12: The ruler 1s the future world leader, the man of
sin, Satan’s final shot at a kingdom before Jesus Christ
comes to set up the eternal kingdom.
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