A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Nineteen -- Daniel 10:1-9

Daniel 1s 90 years old. He has 5 years left. He is hearing his
last assignment. He retired a couple of years ago from active
service. Daniel 1:21 tells us that he completed his political and
public career during the first year of Cyrus. We are at the
third year of Cyrus so Daniel is 90 years old and just 5 years
later in 530 B.C. he dies.

This is his final great act. There are some fabulous
ramifications in our study.

When we think of a guy that is ninety years old, we think of
Daniel. It has been long and arduous. It has been tough. He’s
filled with integrity and he has had a phenomenal career. He
has walked very closely with God. He has been an instrument
1in God’s hands to give some phenomenal prophecies.

If we think we have studied the best of 1t, we have not read
the end of the book. At the end of these remaining studies, we
will never question again the miraculous picture of the
prophetic scripture.



These last three chapters will make a believer out of us. A
believer of the miraculous manifestation of God having
sovereignly foreordained what is going to happen. We are
actually going to see it happen right before our eyes.

So, happy birthday Daniel, you are ninety.
What we are doing is we are only looking at nine verses.

The nice thing about these nine verses is they divide
themselves up very easily. Three verses in each section.

First of all, the SETTING for this vision (verses 1-3), then
Daniel’s VISION (verses 4-6), and finally the RESPONSE to
that vision (verses 7-9).

The principle we want to use to begin the study is a simple
one that the Lord uses throughout the whole of scripture. This
1s that in some of the most difficult times in our lives, God will
miraculously lift a veil to show us He is there and that He
cares, that He 1s unchangeable and His purpose has not been
thwarted or changed simply because we are going through
difficulty.

That principle will be born out in just a minute as we see
these verses.

1 Corinthians 2:9




but just as it is written, “Things which eye has not seen and
ear has not heard, and which have not entered the heart of
man, all that God has prepared for those who love Him.”

A minister was studying on a Saturday night and his little
daughter came in and said “Daddy what are you doing?”
Daddy said “I am getting ready for my sermon.” She put both
hands on her little hips and said “When you are done I am
going to give you the biggest hug you have ever had in your
life.” She turned to walk out but she turned around and came
back and hugged him so hard she nearly choked him with a
hug. As he put her down said “Darling, I thought you were
going to wait until I got through.” She said “Well, I just
wanted to show you what you have to look forward to.”
(source unknown)

That 1s a perfect illustration of these nine verses. Daniel is at
a very low point.

When we talk to people who have retired they will tell us that
they have to go through a period finding purpose and a time
trying to adjust and fulfill all of the things they want to fulfill
1n the rest of their years.

Daniels has had a very fruitful and colorful career. But he is
at that point and there are a lot of reasons for it as we begin
our study.

If this was the only place where the veil was lifted then we
would have a problem. But the scripture is full of it. Just
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think, remember when Elijjah got ready to die? He went to
visit those three seminaries. He went to Gilgal and then to
Bethlehem and Jordan. Every place those prophets said, “Do
you know the Lord is going to take your servant?” All Elijjah
would say was, “Keep still, I know what you are talking
about.”

After they go across the Jordan River, they see the chariot
descending from Glory in a whirlwind that takes Elijah away.

That 1is lifting the veil for just a second to let us know that
God 1s intimately involved and cares about us.

Elisha’s servant got up early one morning and saw the hosts of
heaven surrounding them. He tells Elisha, “O sir, we are
surrounded by the armies.” What did Elisha say? “Open his
eyes so he can see.”

The veil 1s lifted and what does he see? The hosts of angelic
forces surrounding them and ultimately gave them the
victory.

We see the veil lifting at the birth of Christ with the angelic
hosts who are announcing the birth of the Savior.

We see the veil lifted when we hear the beloved words, “This
1s my son in whom I am well pleased.”

We see the velil lifted on the Mount of Transfiguration when
Peter, James and John had this glorious picture of Christ
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transfigured before them as He speaks with Elijah and Moses
about His impending exodus from this world.

We can go through a number of characters, biblically, who had
the experience that Daniel is getting ready to have.

Steven had one. Remember? They are pelting him with rocks
and the last thing he said before he said forgive them or don’t
lay sin to their charge was, “I see heaven open and I see the
Son of Man standing on the right hand of God the Father.”
That 1s a final manifestation of the lifting of the veil because a
martyr 1s getting ready to come home.

That happens to David. David wrote Psalm 23 as his last
contribution.

Psalm 23:4

... .yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death I will fear no evil for you are with me. Your rod and
your staff they comfort me . ..

Daniel is going to have the greatest birthday present a man
could have for his 90th.

The reason we have what we have 1n these first 9 verses, if we
could put this in layman’s terminology, God 1s just saying that
everything is okay. “Daniel, I am still on the throne. This is
not working out the way you thought it was going to be. This
1s where your thoughts are not My thoughts or your ways My
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ways. So Daniel, you are going to have to trust Me. This 1s
going to be a very special occasion. So please trust Me. I am
the Master and everything is just fine.”

Remember when Florence Chadwick, in 1952, was the only
woman who swam the English Channel both ways? Then she
took on the swim that went from Catalina Island to the
California coast. It was so foggy that morning, she swam for
15 hours and then in exhaustion they pulled her out of the
water and when she got onto the deck, what did she see?—
Half a mile away was the California coast. All of the media
asked, “Florence, why did you quit?” She said, “if I could have
just seen the shoreline, I could have kept going.”

(source unknown)

God knows our needs emotionally and He knows our needs
spiritually. He loves us and adores us so much that He will do
whatever He has to do to make sure us finish.

The secret 1s, keep our eyes on Jesus. Looking unto Jesus, the
author and finisher of our faith. We will get through the fog
and we will end up on the shore of heaven.

That 1s the background.

v. 1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia, a
revelation was given to Daniel (who was called
Belteshazzar). Its message was true and it
concerned a great war. The understanding of the
message came to him in a vision.
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“In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia, a revelation was
given to Daniel (who was called Belteshazzar). Its message
was true and it concerned a great war. The understanding of
the message came to him in a vision.”

First of all, it 1s in the third year.

Daniel 1:21 says, “he served until the first year”. That 1s why
we are saying he retired at 88 and spent 2 years in retirement.
So at 90, the Lord comes with this final vision.

How many years were the children of Israel supposed to be in
captivity in Babylon? We have already passed that by 2 years.
The first group has already gone back for the purpose of
building the temple.

When they got back there, the local citizens put a stop to it
with some letters and other things that were done. For a
period of years it has been stopped. Daniel has received word
that this has happened. There is another very sad part of all
this. This 1s only the first group that went back.

Ezra took a large group back then Nehemiah took a third
group back for the purpose of building the walls. The first
group was a small group that 1s why Daniel is really
depressed and discouraged. He thought, in his mind, when 70
years ended the people would have learned their lesson and
they would be eager to get back. They would honor God, build



the temple and offer a sacrifice and would never go back to
1dolatry.

Some of the people had gotten so comfortable in Persia that
they did not want to change their address and they stayed
there. That broke Daniel’s heart because of his love for them
and his passionate love for the Lord.

Now there are two things:
1. The message is true.
2. It concerned a great war.

This “great war” is not just one war. It is all the wars that the
children of Israel have and will go through and will end at the
battle of Armageddon.

There’s a real problem when we take prophetic scripture and
see all these guys that are going to solve the Israeli-Arab
crisis and think that there 1s going to be peace. There will
never be peace until the Prince of Peace comes again.

And so when he says “great war,” all he 1s saying is, “The
vision I am getting ready to show you i1s nothing but war and I
am depressed and discouraged. I thought they were going to
oo back and be blessed. Instead it 1s war after war after war.
You will feel like you are worn out with wars by the time we
get through. You will see one coming after the other
throughout the whole history.”



Daniel says it 1s “true” and secondly, it is a “great war.”

Now, we are thinking, “Daniel, why didn’t you go back and
lead the way? Why didn’t you take that first group back?
Okay, you have just had your 90th birthday, how excited are
you to be transplanted several miles away and have to start
over and you only have five years left?”

That entered into it. Age had to have something to do with it.
But secondly, he recognized, using the wisdom of God, that he
could have more influence on the policies and the relationship
between them being there, carrying on the assignment and
him being in the ruling empire of Persia and exercising his
influence.

So, for those two reasons, he stayed where he was and
continued in the foreign land until he died.

Lord, that 1s a lot of supposition. Are there many illustrations
we can bring to mind?

It 1s a whole lot like old Barzillai when he was invited by
David to come and be with him in Jerusalem. When David lost
the kingdom to Absalom, he went 65 miles north to Mahanaim
to stage an opposition to fight Absalom.

Who 1s the first man who met him? Barzillai, the Gileadite.
He came out with groceries, bedding, pots and pans and all
kinds of things for the people. He literally single-handedly,
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because he was a very wealthy man, provided all the resources
necessary for David to successfully stage this military
operation and he went against Absalom.

When he is successful and he is going back to Jerusalem, he
comes down to the Jordan River, who 1s there? Barzillai came
all the way over to the river to say goodbye to David.

2 Samuel 19:31-37

Barzillai the Gileadite also came down from Rogelim to cross
the Jordan with the king and to send him on his way from
there. Now Barzillai was a very old man, eighty years of age.
He had provided for the king during his stay in Mahanaim, for
he was a very wealthy man. The king said to Barzillai, “Cross
over with me and stay with me in Jerusalem, and I will
provide for you.” But Barzillai answered the king, “How many
more years will I live, that I should go up to Jerusalem with
the king? I am now eighty years old. Can I tell the difference
between what 1s good and what is not? Can your servant taste
what he eats and drinks? Can I still hear the voices of men
and women singers? Why should your servant be an added
burden to my lord the king? Your servant will cross over the
Jordan with the king for a short distance, but why should the
king reward me in this way? Let your servant return, that I
may die in my own town near the tomb of my father and
mother. But here is your servant Kimham. Let him cross over
with my lord the king. Do for him whatever pleases you.”
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A lot of that emotion 1s involved in Daniel’s decision, accepting
the infirmity of age and realizing he could do better for them
by staying right where he is and serving the Lord.

v. 2 At that time I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks.
“At that time I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks.”

This 1s not three weeks of years but it is three weeks of days.
This 1s basically a twenty-one day fast, almost.

Notice that there are several things he 1s going to do. He 1s
mourning because he recognizes the horrendous spiritual
conflict and warfare that is going on. He is deeply devastated
by the botched up priorities of the Jews that refused to go
back in that first group. He 1s mourning over what he sees in
this vision that is going to affect him for the rest of his life.

So Daniel is mourning and he goes, in this time of mourning,
for three weeks.

We miss so much because we don’t sit still and know that He
1s God. Make and set aside some definite quality time to be
with Him.

God 1s so faithful and when we take time to mourn and weep
over our own sin and seek His face with honesty and integrity,
God will meet us with blessings we can’t even comprehend.
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Some people think that holiness 1s a bore. Holiness is the
greatest joy in the world. He is ready with infinite love to give
us a blessing. If we will come and spend some time with Him,
He is ready.

(Set Apart: Discovering Personal Victory Through Holiness by
Bruce Wilkinson)

C. S. Lewis once wrote, “How little people know who think
that holiness 1s dull. When one meets the real thing, it is
irresistible! If even 10 percent of the world’s population had it;
would not the whole world be converted and happy before a
year’s end?”

p. 12

Matthew 5:4

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

James 4:7-10

Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from
you. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse
your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-
minded. Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter
be turned into mourning, and your joy to gloom. Humble
yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.

There’s a passionate longing for revival to hit our land before
1t 1s too late. And that it would hit in our lifetime so we can
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see the mighty moving of the Spirit of God in working in
people’s lives.

Notice that there are four things during this period of
mourning.

v. 3 I ate no choice food; no meat or wine touched my
lips; and I used no lotions at all until the three

weeks were over.

“I ate no choice food; no meat or wine touched my lips; and I
used no lotions at all until the three weeks were over.”

1. “I ate no choice food,”

2. “I ate...no meat,”

3. “[no] wine touched my lips,” and

4. “I used no lotions at all until the three weeks were over.”

We might want to stand down wind of Daniel in that kind of
situation.

He is telling us that everything personal was put aside so he
could be focused on the Lord.

(Set Apart: Discovering Personal Victory Through Holiness by
Bruce Wilkinson)
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Personal Holiness

The destined end of man is not happiness, nor health, but
holiness.
God is not an eternal blessing machine for men.
He did not come to save men out of pity;
He came to save men because He had created them to be holy.
OSWALD CHAMBERS
p. 17

True holiness is the pathway to fullness of life and joy. To
be holy 1s to be wholly satisfied with Christ. Above all, it 1s to
reflect the beauty and the splendor of our holy Lord in this
dark world. In pursuing holiness, you will fulfill and

experience all that God had in mind when He created you.
p. 22

(Holiness: The Heart God Purifies by Nancy Leigh DeMoss)

KEEP YOUR EYES ON THE PICTURE

I enjoy working on jigsaw puzzles. When I first open the
box, however, it’s hard to believe there’s actually a picture in
all those odd-shaped pieces. As I assemble the puzzle, I keep
looking at the picture on the box. It shows me what the puzzle
1s supposed to look like when it’s finished. Without that
picture, I'd be lost.

As we look at the jumbled pieces of our lives, sometimes
it’s hard to fathom that they could ever form anything
attractive. God has given us a picture that shows what we will
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look like when He has finished His sanctifying, transforming
work 1n our lives. It’s a picture of Jesus. In Christ we see a
perfect reflection of our holy God, for “He 1s the radiance of the
glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature” (Hebrews
1:3). He 1s the pattern for our lives.

We need to be constantly reminded what the finished
product 1s supposed to look like. That’s why it’s vital that we
keep looking at the picture throughout the assembly process.

Jesus 1s holiness with a face. To be holy 1s to be like Him.
pp. 97-98

The secret is to get to know Jesus and spend quality time with
Him and really become His best friend and rejoicing, having
the opportunity to live another day and to spend that time.
The world doesn’t understand that. The world just wipes us
out when we want to talk about Jesus. They don’t want to
mention Jesus in anything anymore.

Remember September 11th? They had the National Prayer
Service. They were so excited and sang A Mighty Fortress Is
Our God. The nation 1s coming back. That is the hymn of the
reformation. Nobody recognized they left out just one verse of
that hymn—

Did we in our strength confide, our striving would be losing;
Were not the right Man on our side,

the Man of God’s own choosing:

Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He;

Lord Sabaoth, His Name, from age to age the same,

And He must win the battle.
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(source unknown)

The secret to negotiate this culture and not be content to
settle down 1n Persia, far short of what God had intended back
in the land, i1s to simply look unto Jesus.

Hebrews 12:2

Looking unto Jesus.

The Lord is telling us every morning that He wants to spend
time together. Don’t deny Him joy. He wants that time with us
and He wants to make us holy. He wants us to understand His
agenda. He wants us to know that He can be trusted in the
midst of greatest adversity, if we will simply be humble
enough to weep and to mourn and to spend time with Him.

v. 4 On the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I
was standing on the bank of the great river, the
Tigris,

“On the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was
standing on the bank of the great river, the Tigris,”

This 1s an actual happening. It is at the Tigris River. Daniel is
there 1n the Persian Empire at the Tigris River

It says, “the twenty-fourth day of the first month.” Their
month was the month of Nisan. That is March-April. He is
saying, “on the twenty-fourth day.”
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Now back up and twenty-one days would take us to the third
of March. His fast or period of three weeks started on the
third of March and ended on the twenty-fourth of March.

He is in a foreign land. Do we think he remembered to
celebrate the Feast in a foreign land even though he couldn’t
be in the Temple? You can bet he did. Because during this
fast, the fourteenth day of March was the Passover followed
by the Feast of Unleavened Bread which lasted for seven days.

Actually, eight of those twenty-one days involved personal
involvement with the Lord over great memories. He did find
an excuse that he didn’t have a Temple to do 1t. He went
through all of that, remembering the special things he had
learned during those twenty years before he was taken
hostage by Nebuchadnezzar.

His vision occurred in Nisan, on the twenty-fourth day.

Now, what are we going to see? What decision are we going to
have to make?

v. 5 I looked up and there before me was a man dressed
in linen, with a belt of the finest gold around his

waist.

“I looked up and there before me was a man dressed in linen,
with a belt of the finest gold around his waist.”
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Seven things are going to be said about the man in the vision.
Two are here in this verse and five in the next verse.

The five times in the next verse we have the little word “like”
so he can’t describe it in regular words, so he has to say “it’s
like, 1t’s like, it’s like.” Get ready to see the description.

Deal with the issue and say who this person is.

1. He1s a “man dressed in linen”—that is the garment of a
priest,

2.  “with a belt of the finest gold around his waist”—gold
always indicated deity.

So the first two things give us a little bit of a clue as to who we
are going to see.

The Lord took this occasion of Daniel’s 90th birthday and his
final prophetic assignment to come and reveal Himself unto
Daniel on the special occasion. Throughout the Old Testament
there were many manifestations of Christ on specific
occasions.

Remember how God revealed Himself to Abram? As a
traveler. How did He reveal Himself to Joshua? Standing
before the walled city of Jericho. Moses saw Christ in the
burning bush.
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How did He reveal Himself to so many others at critical times?
It helps us understand God’s sovereign understanding and
caring for the mission that is going to be carried out.

On this occasion we are going to see something very similar to
that.

What must have happened is the Lord said, “Daniel 1s 90 and
he has only five years left and I have one more assignment for
him.”

God 1s saying, “I sent Gabriel down there and he has done
most of the talking to him and I am getting ready to send
Michael down there (we are going to meet him in our next
study) but this is important enough for Me to go Myself. 1
believe I need to show up for this one.”

This 1s the Lord Jesus Christ.

There’s nowhere in scripture where there is an angel that
looks like this. We are going to look at a couple of verses to
explain this.

What is this going to tell us? It is going to tell us that a
sovereign God is intimately involved. He knows exactly where
we are and what we are doing and what we still need to do

before we finish and go to glory.

He does care and He 1s sovereign and He is in control.
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The Psalmist says it well in:

Psalm 46:10

“Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the
nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”

It was Grandma Beaver who said:

“As the dishes sit and soak, take your Bible and do the same.”
(source unknown)

Take time to be with Him and let His sovereign work take
place.

v. 6 His body was like chrysolite, his face like lightning,
his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like
the gleam of burnished bronze, and his voice like
the sound of a multitude.

“His body was like chrysolite,”—a very precious stone—"“his
face like lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and
legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, and his voice like the
sound of a multitude.”

Now we have the little word “like” five times 1n this verse.

Eugene Peterson paraphrases verse 6:
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His body was hard and glistening, as if sculpted from a
previous stone, his face radiant, his eyes bright and
penetrating like torches, his arms and feet glistening like
polished bronze, and his voice, deep and resonant, sounded
like a huge choir of voices.

(source unknown)

An awesome sound as He spoke; His voice was like the sound
of multitude “his voice thundered forth like the sound of a
large crowd.”

Little Jered was trying to learn from his folks that you need to
always be prepared if you're lost. So they were teaching him
his name, address and phone number. Before they went to bed
one night, Daddy took him for a walk on the street. He says
“Jered, how far away are we from home?” Jered said “Dad, I
don’t know.” So Dad tried again and ask him “Well, where are
you?” Again Jered answered “I don’t know.” Then his dad said
good-naturedly “Sounds to me like you're lost, son.” With a
cute little grin Jered said “Nope, I can’t be lost. 'm with you.”
(Preaching Today.com)

Let’s look at two passages we need to deal with to understand
that this is the Lord.

Ezekiel 1:26-28

Above the expanse over their heads was what looked like a
throne of sapphire, and high above on the throne was a figure
like that of a man. I saw that from what appeared to be his
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waist up he looked like glowing metal, as if full of fire, and
that from there down he looked like fire; and brilliant light
surrounded him. Like the appearance of a rainbow in the
clouds on a rainy day, so was the radiance around him. This
was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord.
When I saw it, I fell facedown, and I heard the voice of one
speaking.

Revelation 1:13-15

and in the middle of the lampstands one like a son of man,
clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His
breast with a golden girdle. And His head and His hair were
white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a
flame of fire; and His feet were like burnished bronze, when 1t
has been caused to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like
the sound of many waters.

We have too many parallels and we have to appropriate:
1. His Glory and

2. His Sovereignty over men and nations.

That 1s the picture.

We can take these great passages in:

Ephesians 1:18-23
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I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that
you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the
riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is
the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe.
These are in accordance with the working of the strength of
His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised
Him from the dead, and seated Him at His right hand in the
heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power
and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this
age, but also in the one to come. And He put all things in
subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all
things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him
who fills all in all.

We see how Paul feels about the Christ in:

Colossians 1:15-20

And He 1s the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all
creation. For by Him all things were created, both in the
heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones
or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been
created by Him and for Him. And He 1s before all things, and
in Him all things hold together. He 1s also head of the body,
the church; and He is the beginning, the first-born from the
dead; so that He Himself might come to have first place in
everything. For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the
fullness to dwell in Him, and through Him to reconcile all
things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His
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cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things
1n heaven.

All Daniel needed to know was that God was there and
watching over him and that Jesus was intimately involved in
what was getting ready to happen. This was to comfort Daniel
who has been mourning and fasting.

This i1s a great illustration:
God 1s an Arm’s-Length Away

William Frey, retired Episcopal bishop from Colorado, told the
following story in a message on the power of God at work in
us:

When I was a younger man, I volunteered to read to a
degree student named John who was blind. One day I
asked him, “How did you lose your sight?”

2

“A chemical explosion,” John said, “at the age of thirteen.’
“How did that make you feel?” I asked.

“Life was over. I felt helpless. I hated God,” John
responded. “For the first six months I did nothing to
improve my lot in life. I would eat all my meals alone in
my room. One day my father entered my room and said,
‘John, winter’s coming and the storm windows need to be
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up—that’s your job. I want those hung by the time I get
back this evening or else!

“Then he turned, walked out of the room and slammed the
door. I got so angry. I thought, Who does he think I am?
I'm blind! I was so angry I decided to do it. I felt my way
to the garage, found the windows, located the necessary
tools, found the ladder, all the while muttering under my

breath, ‘T'll show them. I'll fall, then they’ll have a blind
and paralyzed son!”

John continued, “I got the windows up. I found out later
that never at any moment was my father more than four
or five feet away from my side.”

Citation: William Frey, “When Words Come To an End?’
Message delivered at Beeson Divinity School, Birmingham, Alabama (July 2003);
submitted by Van Morris, Mt. Washington, Kentuck¥

© 2005 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

There 1s a comfort in that and for Daniel this revelation does
that.

This 1s just an awareness of who He 1s and how intimately He
1s involved in our lives.

v. 71, Daniel, was the only one who saw the vision; the
men with me did not see it, but such terror
overwhelmed them that they fled and hid
themselves.
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“I, Daniel, was the only one who saw the vision; the men with
me did not see it, but such terror overwhelmed them that they
fled and hid themselves.”

God has a specific purpose in revealing Himself and lifting the
veil. It involves, usually, an individual rather than a company:
He 1s on a mission.

Do we have a parallel to this? How about the Damascus road
n:

Acts 9:7

And the men who traveled with him stood speechless, hearing
the voice, but seeing no one.

The target was Saul of Tarsus who 1s going to become the
Apostle Paul. The vision and confrontation is designed for him
and him alone.

This one i1s a mission by the Lord of Glory with the purpose of
encouraging a 90-year-old man who, even though God 1sn’t
doing what Daniel wants, Daniel needs to know that God 1s
much aware of what he i1s doing and what he is trying to
accomplish. See the picture?

And so, 1t 1s altogether fitting that nobody else would see it.

They knew something was going on because they ran and hid
in the rocks.
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The last two verses prepare us for our next passage.
v. 8 So I was left alone, gazing at this great vision; I had
no strength left, my face turned deathly pale and I

was helpless.

“So I was left alone, gazing at this great vision; I had no
strength left, my face turned deathly pale and I was helpless.”

If we literally took those two phrases in the Hebrew text, we
could say:

1. “my strength drained from me,”
2.  “my vigor disappeared,” and
3. “I was without energy.”

Totally, completely, emotionally overwhelmed and brought to
a place of complete contrition and submission.

v. 9 Then I heard him speaking, and as I listened to
him, I fell into a deep sleep, my face to the ground.

“Then I heard him speaking, and as I listened to him, I fell
into a deep sleep, my face to the ground.”

In our next study we’ll hear what he has to say. We are ready
now to launch into this final and dramatic vision. This vision
we will see 1s going to start at 530 B.C. and take us all the
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way to the battle of Armageddon. We are not going to be able
to believe when we see the total panorama that is in this
sequence that the Lord is getting ready to reveal to Daniel.

The Lord is being faithful to Daniel because He wants Daniel
to know there is no question how it is going to wrap up, who is
going to win, whose kingdom is going to prevail, and what is
going to happen to the children of Israel.

He brings all of that together in this great final drama.

Why is it that so many times in our lives we see the Lord do
something so different from what we would do?

Max Lucado asks some of those hard questions:

(Come Thirsty: No Heart Too Dry for His Touch by Max
Lucado)

We read and may ask, “Why did Jesus let him die only to
call him back?”

To show who runs the show. To trump the cemetery card.
To display the unsquashable strength of the One who danced
the Watusi on the neck of the devil, who stood face to clammy
face with death and declared, “You call that a dead end? I call
1t an escalator.”

“Lazarus, come out!”
p. 44
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With Christ as your friend and heaven as your home, the day
of death becomes sweeter than the day of birth.
p. 46

It 1s a dramatic manifestation of who He 1is.

When we study the life of Bill Bright, in that final book, those
who were there when he died, we see an incredible picture of
victory in the hour of death:

(The Journey Home: Finishing with Joy by Bill Bright,
Afterward by Vonette Zachary Bright)

He was straining for every syllable. As a result, we couldn’t
discern much of what Bill was trying to say. Nevertheless, I
heard him utter two unmistakable phrases. He said, “I'm
rejoicing,” and then, “I love you.” Imagine! This godly man wasg
only three days away from the end of his earthly journey, yet
he was praising God for His goodness and mercy. There was
no hint of self-pity in his voice. It would have been perfectly
reasonable for him to have complained or to have expressed
anger over his difficult circumstances. But his last words to us
this side of heaven was of his dependence on God and of his
love for his friends. That was Bill Bright.

p. XViil

He talked about that moment in our final radio broadcast

when he said with excitement, “I will kneel in His presence—
my Master, My Savior, my Lord, my King—and worship and
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adore and praise Him, for He 1s God. Apart from Him, life
wouldn’t even be worth living.”
pp. XVIi1-XIX

There was no self-pity. Nothing but focusing on others.

Take a minute and look at those ten lessons that come out of
this. Each of these will make the passage come more alive.

Lesson #1: “They will still bear fruit in old age, they will stay
fresh and green” (Psalm 92:14 NIV).

Lesson #2: Even at ninety years of age you can still be
involved in kingdom-work.

Lesson #3: Daniel chose to stay in Babylon rather than to
return with the Jews to Israel. This is a product of walking in
the wisdom of God.

Lesson #4: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not
on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge
him, and he will make your paths straight” (Proverbs 3:5-6

NIV).

Lesson #5: Daniel 1s a great example of one who has learned to
pray, to fast, and to mourn over critical issues in life.

Lesson #6: The Lord finds great joy and delight in revealing
Himself to us when we take time to be still and wait before
Him.
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Lesson #7: Daniel is faithful in finishing his final
assignments.

Lesson #8: It is an awesome life-changing thing to be standing
in the presence of the Lord.

Lesson #9: Daniel’s response to this vision of the Lord is three:
fold: (1) “my strength drained from me”; (2) “my vigor
disappeared”; and (3) “I was without energy” (verse 8,
commentator translation).

Lesson #10: “It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of
the living God” (Hebrews 10:31 NASB).

Here’s a great story:
Jack Welch Answers His “Toughest Question”

During an edition of the news program 60 Minutes, Dan
Rather interviewed Jack Welch, the outspoken former CEO of
General Electric. At the end of the interview, Rather asked

Welch, “What’s the toughest question you have ever been
asked?”

Welch replied, “Do you think you’ll go to heaven?”

When asked how he had answered that question, Welch
continued, “It’s a long answer, but I said that if caring about
people, if giving it your all, if being a great friend counts—
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despite the fact that I've been divorced a couple of times, and
no one’s proud of that. I haven’t done everything right all the
time. I think I got a shot. I'm in no hurry to get there and to
find out any time soon.”

Citation: CBS 60 Minutes Wednesday (4-30-05);
submitted by Derrick Lewis, LaGrange, Georgia
© 2005 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

If we don’t get Jesus mixed up in this answer, we will not see
the gates of heaven. We need to address that in this culture.

Corrie ten Boom came very near death in a German
concentration camp and she said:

(Each New Day by Corrie ten Boom)

On the day which I thought was my last day, the Dutch girl
who stood beside me asked me, “How do you know all this that
you have told me about Jesus?”’

“I know 1t from the Bible,” I answered.

The girl accepted the Lord Jesus as we stood together that
morning. I thought she was the last one I would bring to the
Lord, but that morning I was set free, not killed.

Lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age.

Matthew 28:20 RSV
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Lord, we do not know what this life has in store for us, but be
1t good or bad, we are willing to be used by you. Use us until
that moment comes when we go from service good to service

best—when you begin to use us in glory.
p. 152

This story i1s very touching:
Teen Brought Luggage to Her Baptism

When Texas pastor Jim Denison was in college, he served as a
summer missionary in East Malaysia. While there he
attended a small church. At one of the church’s worship
services, a teenage girl came forward to announce her decision
to follow Christ and be baptized.

During the service, Denison noticed some worn-out luggage
leaning against the wall of the church building. He asked the
pastor about it. The pastor pointed to the girl who had just
been baptized and told Denison, “Her father said that if she
was baptized as a Christian she could never go home again. So
she brought her luggage.”

Citation: Raymond McHenry, Stories for the Soul (Hendrickson, 20013,
p. 48; submitted by Steve May, Humboldt, Tennessee
© 2005 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

Where 1s that kind of commitment today? Where is God?
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Doing mighty works in the lives of people and it’s
demonstrated by a commitment that is beyond anything we
could ask or imagine.

Joni Eareckson Tada said:

(The God I Love by Joni Eareckson Tada)

All I could do was let the tears flow.

“Thank you, God. I'm so sorry, I'm so—"

I couldn’t say any more. A movie reel ran before my eyes,
1mages of me snapping at my mother, judging my dad, copying
answers off a test paper, kicking that puppy, fighting with my
sisters. Worst of all, I remembered the awful night I got up
from a couch in a basement party, walked into the bathroom,
saw my tired face in a mirror, and whimpered, Who am I?

I kept repeating, “Forgive me, please forgive me, please—
As I sensed the presence of this personal God beginning to fill
that space in my soul, my tremors became chuckles. Then,
muffled laughter, until I yelled, “Yahoo!” and threw my arms
open wide.

The first word that came to my mind was clean. I felt
clean and fresh. The pine trees and rocks seemed just as
clean. The stars too. They looked like little pinpricks on a
sprawling black dome, through which the pure, sweet light of
heaven sparkled and streamed.

I ran back to my cabin, found Betsy, and told her what
had happened, what I'd felt and heard. As I looked into her
eyes, I sensed I knew her now in a different way. Not as a
Woodlawn High senior or as a varsity hockey player but as . ..

)
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a family member. We shared something unearthly in common.
We were like sisters. I wondered if she saw the same thing in
my eyes.

“And Betsy, 1t’s like I know God here”—I thumped my
heart—*“herel”
p. 133

We look at the life of that lady and for many years she has
been in wheelchair. God has used her in such a mighty way.

Father, thank You for Your Word. The presence of the Spirit 1s
here. You are working in our individual lives in view of what
we’ve heard. But we would pray that He, the Lord Jesus,
would be exalted. That we each would get out of the way and
let Him do His thing in our lives. That we would rejoice in the
fruitage that would come from that in significantly touching
lives of others. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Nineteen -- Daniel 10:1-9

v. 1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia, a revelation was
given to Daniel (who was called Belteshazzar). Its message was
true and it concerned a great war. The understanding of the
message came to him in a vision.

v. 2 At that time I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks.

v. 3 I ate no choice food; no meat or wine touched my lips; and I
used no lotions at all until the three weeks were over.

v. 4 On the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was standing
on the bank of the great river, the Tigris,

v. 5 I looked up and there before me was a man dressed in linen,
with a belt of the finest gold around his waist.

v. 6 His body was like chrysolite, his face like lightning, his eyes
like flaming torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished
bronze, and his voice like the sound of a multitude.

v. 71, Daniel, was the only one who saw the vision; the men with
me did not see it, but such terror overwhelmed them that they fled
and hid themselves.

v. 8 So I was left alone, gazing at this great vision; I had no
strength left, my face turned deathly pale and I was helpless.

v. 9 Then I heard him speaking, and as I listened to him, I fell into
a deep sleep, my face to the ground.
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QUESTIONS

Copyright © 2024 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,
paraphrased and summarized material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.

Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fairjuse. |t is the nature of teacher nqtes tq contain references that may proye difficult to accurately
attribute. Any use of material without proper citation [s unintentipnal. Teacher nofes have bgen compiled by Ronnje Mafroquin.

1. Read Daniel 10:1-9 and in your own words pull out the

main thought of this passage.
4. Outline the seven things that are said about the man in

2. What two things are said about the revelation given to
verses 5 & 6.

Daniel, according to verse 17
3. What four things did Daniel do, according to verse 3?
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5. What does Daniel say about this vision in verse 7?7 And how

does it parallel with Acts 9:7?

Copyright © 2024 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,

paraphrased and summarized material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.
er notes to contain refereng
d by Ronnie Marroquin.
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6. Describe how those who are with Daniel responded to the

vision, even though they “did not see it,” according to verse 7
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7. What three things say about himself, according to verse 8?
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8. Describe Daniel’s response in verse 9.
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9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: “They will still bear fruit in old age, they will
stay fresh and green” (Psalm 92:14 NIV).

LESSON #2: Even at ninety years of age you can still be
involved in kingdom-work.

LESSON #3: Daniel chose to stay in Babylon rather than to
return with the Jews to Israel. This 1s a product of
walking in the wisdom of God.

LESSON #4: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean
not on your own understanding; in all your ways
acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight”

(Proverbs 3:5-6 NIV).

LESSON #5: Daniel is a great example of one who has learned
to pray, to fast, and to mourn over critical issues in life.

39



LESSON #6: The Lord finds great joy and delight in revealing
Himself to us when we take time to be still and wait
before Him.

LESSON #7: Daniel is faithful in finishing his final

assignments.

LESSON #8: It is an awesome life-changing thing to be
standing in the presence of the Lord.

LESSON #9: Daniel’s response to this vision of the Lord 1s
three-fold: (1) “my strength drained from me”; (2) “my
vigor disappeared’; and (3) “I was without energy” (verse
8, commentator translation).

LESSON #10: “It 1s a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of
the living God” (Hebrews 10:31 NASB).
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