A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Twenty-One -- Daniel 11:2:20

One writer made a statement that sets the stage for our studyz

(14,000 Quips and Quotes: A Collection of Motivational
Thoughts and Humorous One-Liners Categorized for Ease of
Use by E. C. McKenzie)

“Greatness 1s not found in possessions, power, position or
prestige; it is discovered in goodness, humility, service and
character.”

p. 466

That 1s a tribute to our man Daniel.

Steven Covey has written a book called The 8th Habit. The
8th one 1s referring to his legacy. It 1s filled with a lot of good
wisdom and insight. He quotes Gordon B. Hinckley at the age

of 92:

(The 8th Habit by Stephen R. Covey)

“I am no longer a young man filled with energy and vitality.
I'm given to meditation and prayer. I would enjoy sitting in a
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rocker, swallowing prescriptions, listening to soft music, and
contemplating the things of the universe. But such activity
offers no challenge and makes no contribution. I wish to be up
and doing. I wish to face each day with resolution and
purpose. I wish to use every waking hour to give
encouragement, to bless those whose burdens are heavy, to
build faith and strength of testimony. It is the presence of
wonderful people which stimulates the adrenaline. It is the
look of love in their eyes which gives me energy.”

(source unknown)

That 1s Daniel. He is not sitting around retiring. He has four
years left. He is 91 as we continue in our study.

We have seen the Lord show up for his birthday party in
Study One and the veil was lifted briefly and we saw heaven.

In our last study the veil was lifted again and we saw hell. We

saw the warfare that goes on between Satan, his angels and
the Lord and His Angels.

Gabriel was detained for three weeks in trying to bring this
message to Daniel and now we are at the point where we are
going to dig into this incredible, incredible vision.

It must have been very embarrassing for Satan to think that
God so far exceeds anything he can accomplish by what is
getting ready to be revealed.



Daniel was born in 625 B.C. and he died in 530 B.C. This
vision we are getting ready to look at will actually start being
fulfilled in 530 B.C., although it is 534 B.C. right now. When
Daniel dies, Cyrus, the King of Persia, also dies that same
year. That is where this vision begins.

Don’t try to copy names. There are weird names and we could
spend half of our time spelling them out. We can easily be
completely overwhelmed by the specific details that can only
be explained by the fact that God knew about this ahead of
time. It was planned and prepared and given to Daniel at this
time.

534 B.C.—We are going to take a trip of 538 years and we will
end up at 176 B.C. at the end of verse 20. We will pick up at
176 B.C. and go on further in the next study.

Right now, this is where we are heading and what we are
going to look at in this passage and the prophetic detail is
what we want to focus on.

One more observation, in these verses between now and the
next passage, we are going to see 135 fulfilled prophecies.
That 1s a very big list.

The beauty of what we will be looking at is given as prophecy
to Daniel in 5634 B.C., but we have also lived long enough to
have seen 1t literally fulfilled.



We can check it in the Persian and Greek history books.
Everything we are saying comes from their record. We are
only just verifying what is being said in the passage to help us
to greater understanding.

In the passage, we are going to see the North and the South.
The North 1s always north of Israel and the South 1s south of
Israel. East 1s always east and West 1s always west. Israel is
always in the middle.

When we are talking about the points of the compass when
the King of the North and the King of the South, remember
that every war that they have, they are tramping through
Israel.

In our last study we had the key verse and said that He is
golng to give us a revelation of what 1s going to happen to
Israel. Everything that happens in this passage relates to
what happens to Israel. That is the whole purpose of this
prophecy so that we can understand what is going to happen
to the people of God.

The other thing we are going to appreciate 1s, the reason
Daniel was overwhelmed and so sick was because of what he
was seeing happen to the people.

One thing we have to remember, there will be war until we
get done. There will be bloodshed and war until the Prince of
Peace comes to set up His Kingdom.



When we finish, we will have a real appreciation of the
Sovereignty of God. He knows what He 1s doing and He knows
1t ahead of time.

v. 2 “Now then, I tell you the truth: Three more kings
will appear in Persia, and then a fourth, who will
be far richer than all the others. When he has
gained power by his wealth, he will stir up
everyone against the kingdom of Greece.

“Now then, I tell you the truth: Three more kings will appear
in Persia, and then a fourth, who will be far richer than all the
others. When he has gained power by his wealth, he will stir
up everyone against the kingdom of Greece.”

When he got the big vision of the kingdoms, there was
Babylon, Persia, Greece and Rome. We have already seen the
fall of Babylon in Daniel 5. Daniel went to work for the
Persian Empire. He i1s still there but he is not officially
attached. He was there until he was 88 and now he 1is still
living in Persia. What the Lord is saying basically to Daniel is;
“When you die and Cyrus dies in 530, there are going to be
three more kings of Persia.” It is the fourth one we want to
talk about.

There are many more kings of Persia before it falls but none of
them relate to Biblical prophecy or to the children of Israel.

Xerxes does relate to Biblical prophecy and we are going to see
him in just a few seconds.



The first three He 1s talking about and He says “I tell you the
truth.” This comes straight from the Lord. Three more kings
will appear in Persia and a fourth “will be far richer than the
others.”

These three kings are:

1. Cambyses who ruled from 530-522 B.C. and is followed by

2. Pseudo-Smerdis—that is a liar—or he has also been called
Gaumata ruled in 522 B.C. only and is followed by

3. Darius who ruled from 522-486 B.C.

That takes us down to 486 B.C.

Then there 1s a fourth king who will come and be “far richer
than the others.”

Who is this fourth king that follows the other three and who is
so wealthy and gains his power by his wealth and will stir up
everyone against the kingdom of Greece, the next kingdom?

How does this person fit all of those things? His name is
Xerxes.

We know him. He is the one who had that impressive banquet
that lasted for months and months in the Book of Esther. His



prolific wealth allowed him to lavishly entertain anyone he
wanted to.

The text of Esther does not tell us that he had a burning
passion to destroy Greece. He wanted to bring Greece into the
Empire but he needed to defeat them in war.

The first item on his agenda, when he comes to kingship in
486 B.C., he spends the next 6 years gathering a big army.
And guess how big it 1s. He has a million man army and he is
going to invade Greece.

This party they are having is a celebration in anticipation of
the sure victory that Persia will have over Greece.

Then, remember, at the end of the party, his wife wouldn’t
come and show herself off. So basically he goes to battle with 4
broken heart.

Between chapter one and two of Esther, he i1s in this conflict
against Greece. He loses it and comes home a defeated man. It
1s at that time he becomes intensely selfish and his men figuré
out how to give him a new wife.

That 1s how Esther comes into the picture. In back of that
story are the children of Israel because, remember, it was the
desire of Haman to destroy the Jewish race. It is significant
that Xerxes would be in the picture as a prominent figure. It is
through his rulership and Esther’s intervention and courage
that the Jewish race 1s preserved. And if Haman had had his
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way, they would have been wiped out. That 1s why Xerxes fits
1n here at this point.

The text doesn’t tell us, but Xerxes had a son by the name of
Artaxerxes. He became a king. Esther has some influence in
this because he is the one who let Nehemiah go back and build
the walls. He followed his father. His father is assassinated in
465 B.C. So the end of his reign is in 465 B.C.

v. 3 Then a mighty king will appear, who will rule with
great power and do as he pleases.

“Then a mighty king will appear, who will rule with great
power and do as he pleases.”

Fast forward 129 years from the death of Xerxes in 465 B.C. to
the beginning of Alexander the Great’s administration in 336
B.C.

We have moved rapidly forward 198 years from where we
started at 534 B.C.

We are at Alexander the Great and he is the Grecian King. Wé
have already met him back in chapter eight. He was the goat
from Greece and he attacked a ram which was Persia and
destroyed it.

Alexander the Great, even though it was 140 years ago, had
not forgotten what Persia did to them in that invasion. One of
the big items on his agenda is to destroy Persia. That is why
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the dramatic attack of the goat against the ram back in
chapter eight was so vicious and violent. Alexander the Great

only ruled for 13 years—336 to 323 B.C.

The first four years of his campaign, he got Persia, Asia-Minor
and even went as far as India. He conquered anything he
could. He was sad there wasn’t more to conquer.

When he got back to Babylon, he was an alcoholic and he died
from a combination of alcoholism and malaria at the age of 32:

He is on the scene and then off the scene but is dramatically
involved in the prophetic picture. It is altogether fitting. We
need to remember this, when God is painting the picture,
there are massive periods of time when nothing significant is
happening in relation to the prophetic picture and it does not
get included.

We might ask ourselves, “Are we living in a prophetic time
when what’s happening is vital to God’s interest and His
purpose?” We want to be excited about making a contribution
toward the Kingdom and whatever God 1s trying to
accomplish. We want to know the joy of being used by Him.

So for 13 years Alexander the Great was on the scene. If we
start marking from 223 B.C., we are up to 211 years that we

have covered.

There are two things that are said about him:



1. He “will rule with great power” and
2. he will “do as he pleases.”

He conquered Asia Minor, Syria, Egypt and the land of the
Medo-Persian Empire. Some say he went all the way to India.

v. 4 After he has appeared, his empire will be broken up
and parceled out toward the four winds of heaven.
It will not go to his descendants, nor will it have the
power he exercised, because his empire will be
uprooted and given to others.

“After he has appeared, [323 B.C.] his empire will be broken
up and parceled out toward the four winds of heaven. It will
not go to his descendants, nor will it have the power he
exercised, because his empire will be uprooted and given to
others.”

His Empire is going to be broken up when he dies. It will be
parceled out toward the four winds or the four points of the
compass and involve four individuals. It will be fragmented
into four parts. It will not go to his descendants.

When he dies, his whole family and all of his descendants are
murdered. It is a whole series of jealousy and family
relationships and distorted relationships with different
women. It 1s an ugly picture of hatred and murder. The whole
family 1s wiped out and will not have the power it exercised. It
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will go into four parts instead of just one. It will be uprooted
and given to others.

It went on for a few years with no leader of the Grecian
Empire. Then the four generals decided that they were going
to divide it.

He had four key generals in the military operation and they
decided to divide the whole Empire among themselves.

The first one 1s Seleucus I. He took Syria, Mesopotamia and
Medo-Persia and is one we are going to see in just a minute.

Ptolemy I took Egypt and Palestine and is another one we are
going to see 1n the study.

Lysimachus took Thrace and Asia Minor and Cassander took
Macedonia and Greece.

Just forget about Lysimachus and Cassander. They fade out of
the prophetic picture. The only two that we are going to see
are Ptolemy in the South and Seleucus in the North. That will
set the stage for the rest of the passage—the North and the
South. They are the two descendants that are going to
dominate.

When we get to verse 5, we want to take a minute and explain
some things.

11



v. 5 “The king of the South will become strong, but one
of his commanders will become even stronger than
he and will rule his own kingdom with great power,

“The king of the South will become strong, but one of his
commanders will become even stronger than he and will rule
his own kingdom with great power.”

Verse 5 1s the key to understanding what happened to the
Grecian Empire at this point. Both of them are the Generals
that were under Alexander the Great—Ptolemy and Seleucus.

Seleucus took Babylon first and Ptolemy took Egypt. When
Seleucus got to Babylon, Antiochus came and invaded him.
Seleucus got in touch with Ptolemy and asked him to come
and help him get out of that mess. Ptolemy brought his horses
from Egypt and delivered Seleucus.

Seleucus went on immediately north and took control of all
the northern region. Actually his command was greater than
Ptolemy who was in Egypt. It fulfills perfectly what we have
In verse 5.

Now it was North Seleucus and South Ptolemy. That is the
North and South. The conflict is going to go on and on and on.

If we took 323 B.C. as the time for the death of Alexander the
Great, these two guys had to go 18 to 19 years to get their
kingdoms established.
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The King of the South finally has a kingdom. His kingdom
was established in 304 B.C. That 1s 19 years after the death of
Alexander the Great.

Sometimes when we read these things we don’t realize that
time 1s involved in putting it together. Verses like this jump
out at us and we can’t figure out where they are and who’s
where. So 1t 1s 19 years.

For Seleucus in the North, 1t took him until 305 B.C. He
actually got his kingdom a year ahead of Ptolemy. Now we are
at 305 B.C. and 304 B.C.

In order to strip this down, when we are talking about the
South, it will be so easy. Ptolemy I, II, III, IV, V, and VI.
When we say Ptolemy IV, we will know because we will
indicate the years of his rule.

The North is not that easy. We start with Seleucus I but then
we go to Antiocus I, Antiocus II, Seleucus II, Seleucus III,
Antiocus III, and then Seleucus IV. That will get us through
this passage.

In our next study we will see Antiocus IV come in and that
will be the heart breaking time to see what this guy does out
of the North and the relationship and horrible price that
Israel pays.
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We are leading up to that in this verifiable and historical
record. The scene—Seleucus I is King of the North and
Ptolemy I in the South.

v. 6 After some years, they will become allies. The
daughter of the king of the South will go to the king
of the North to make an alliance, but she will not
retain her power, and he and his power will not
last. In those days she will be handed over, together
with her royal escort and her father and the one
who supported her.

“After some years,”—fast forward 73 more years—"“they will
become allies. The daughter of the king of the South will go to
the king of the North to make an alliance, but she will not
retain her power, and he and his power will not last. In those
days she will be handed over, together with her royal escort
and her father and the one who supported her.”

We have two kings now after some years. We have Ptolemy II
in the South who ruled from 285 to 246. Antiochus I is going
to die and we have Antiochus II who ruled from 262 to 246.

When we are talking about years right now, we are at 250
B.C. We have moved from 323 with the death of Alexander the
Great, all the way down to 250 B.C. That is with the 73 year
gap when they did not do anything.

In those days, when countries wanted to make an alliance
they would give a daughter in marriage. Remember Solomon
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made a huge mistake going into a political alliance with Egypt
by marrying Pharaoh’s daughter.

This 1s going to happen twice. They think that marriage can
make a political statement and will keep both of the countries
safe. Both of the marriages fail and that should tell us
something.

When we look at the way they try to use the institution of
marriage, we will think we have been to Hollywood and back
when we finish this verse.

“After some years, they will become allies”—Ptolemy II and
Antiochus II. They were bitter enemies in 250 B.C.

The daughter of the King of the South, whose name is
Berenice, will go to the King of the North to make an alliance.
But she will not retain her power and his power will not last.
She will be handed over together with her royal father and the
ones who support them.

Ptolemy II said, “If you are going to enter into an alliance and
marry my daughter, you are going to have to divorce your
wife.” He had to divorce Laodice. She already had a son by
him and he went ahead and divorced her and married
Berenice and had a boy by her.

The picture gets ugly. All of this happens in four years, from
250 to 246. When we mess with marriage we can plan on four
miserable years. It is going to cost a lot of lives and a lot of
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heartbreak and that is what is getting ready to happen at this
point.

Ptolemy II, her father, dies during this period of time. He died
in 246. When he dies, Antiochus II decides he wants to go back
to Laodice. He has no obligation to Ptolemy II because he is
gone. He divorces Berenice and goes back to Laodice.

When he goes back to Laodice, she 1s not happy. She has one
passion. She wants her son, Seleucus II, to take the throne
and she 1s going to see to it that it happens.

First she murders Berenice, she murders her father and all of
the family that 1s with her and then she poisons Antiochus II.
That 1s what can happen when we mess around with
marriage.

Now her son Seleucus II is on the throne. The people in Egypt
are not happy about this at all. That 1s basically what
happened 1in 250 B.C. It is a sad, sad story for us to see.

Here’s a sad story the other day about a guy whose wife left
him:

After 17 years of marriage, Marianne finally left Larry. “It
was a culmination of things,” said Larry. “But I am
desperately trying to save our marriage.”

Marianne left their home 1n Orlando, Florida, and went to her
parents’ home in Jacksonville. She changed her cell phone
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number so he couldn’t reach her. Her parents blocked him
from entering their gated community, so he sent her five-
dozen roses. His goal was to ask forgiveness, to plead for the
chance for the two of them to work on their relationship.

When none of those actions brought any response from his
estranged wife, Larry took out a full-page ad in the Florida
Times-Union on January 25, 2005. The ad read: “I can only
hope you will give me the chance to prove my unending love
for you. Life without you is empty and meaningless.”

The cost of a full-page ad meant that Larry sent Marianne a
$17,000 apology. A relative told Larry that his wife had seen
the ad. “She said my wife read the ad and started crying,” he
said. “But so far I've had no response from her.”

When it comes to our relationship with God, we’ve all sinned,
and it’s broken our relationship with him. No amount of
money, no extravagant effort can right that. But what if God

chose to offer us forgiveness anyway? According to the Bible,
he has.

Citation: Rubel Shelly, Nashville, Tennessee; source:"Man Begs Wife’s Forgiveness in $17,000
Ad,” CNN.com, (1-26-05)
© 2005 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

It 1s amazing what people will do to try to put a finger in a
dam that is already broken. It’s hard to keep up with all the
broken marriages. They are coming one right after the other.
Some are over the stupidest and dumbest things but they are
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dead determined not to save the relationship but to save their
own egos in the process.

Writer Judy Viorst says this about marriage:

“One advantage of marriage, it seems to me, is that when you
fall out of love with him, or he falls out of love with you, it
keeps you together until you maybe fall in again.”

Citation: —Writer Judith Viorst in Redbook magazine
“What Is This Thing Called Love?” Redbook (February 1975); submitted by J. Richard Love
© 2005 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

v. 7 “One from her family line will arise to take her
place. He will attack the forces of the king of the
North and enter his fortress; he will fight against
them and be victorious.

“One from her”—Berenice—“family line will arise to take her
place.”—that 1s Ptolemy III—*He will attack the forces of the
king of the North”™—Seleucus II who 1s the son of Laodice—
“and enter his fortress; he will fight against them and be
victorious.”

Ptolemy III, Berenice’s brother, reigns from 246 to 221. He
goes north and he fights against them. He puts Laodice to
death while he 1s up there. He 1s not content to leave with his
hands empty. Look at the huge amount of things he takes
with him when he goes back south.
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Where 1s he going? He 1s going right back through Israel.
Where has he come from? The south, going through Israel.
There 1s a blood track going straight back and forth.

Every one of these things, year after year, Israel is the victim
of being neutral between these two powers. That is why God is
painting the picture the way He 1is.

v. 8 He will also seize their gods, their metal images and
their valuable articles of silver and gold and carry
them off to Egypt. For some years he will leave the
king of the North alone.

“He will also seize their gods, their metal images and their

valuable articles of silver and gold and carry them off to

Egypt. For some years he will leave the king of the North

alone.”

What’s the manifest of what he took?

1. 4,000 talents of gold,

2. 40,000 talents of silver, and

3. 2,400 gold vessels and images.

He 1s a victorious General and very successful in what he has
been able to accomplish.
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v. 9 Then the king of the North will invade the realm of
the king of the South but will retreat to his own
country.

“Then the king of the North”™—Seleucus III, 227 to 223—*will
invade the realm of the king of the South but will retreat to
his own country.”

He goes to fight but he is not going to be able to.

After Seleucus II dies verse 10 says:

v. 10 His sons will prepare for war and assemble a great
army, which will sweep on like an irresistible flood
and carry the battle as far as his fortress.

“His sons will prepare for war and assemble a great army,

which will sweep on like an irresistible flood and carry the

battle as far as his fortress.”

There are two boys—Seleucus II and Antiochus III—who are

in the north, wanting to extend their father’s kingdom and

take his place. They decided together:

1. Seleucus III is going to take Asia Minor and

2.  Antiochus III 1s going to head down and deal with
Ptolemy.
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Seleucus III becomes a military fatality by conspirators so he
only reigns for three years.

When we get to the next verse, isn’t it interesting that the
plural has now turned to singular. The detail of that is just
phenomenal. He has two sons, Seleucus III and Antiochus III,
but he knows he is going to die in Asia Minor. They are
preparing for war and assembling a great army.

Antiochus III heads south. Antiochus III is going to reign for
36 years and he is going to be in the middle in these next
verses.

V. 11 “Then the king of the South will march out in a
rage and fight against the king of the North, who
will raise a large army, but it will be defeated.

“Then the king of the South will march out in a rage and fight
against the king of the North, who will raise a large army, but
1t will be defeated.”

Ptolemy IV—221 to 204—is going to be victorious at this time
over Antiochus III who ruled from 223 to 187.

Want to hear the statistics of war? The history books will give
us the details of what happened in this battle. It was 217 B.C.
when they finally fought. Ptolemy 1s very angry. He has
70,000 infantry men, 5,000 cavalry, 73 elephants and he
marches out against Antiochus III.
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Antiochus had 72,000 infantry, 6,000 cavalry and 102
elephants.

These two armies clashed in Raphia in 217 B.C. and Egypt
won a great victory. Antiochus lost 10,000 infantry, 300
cavalry, and 5 elephants through death and 4,000 prisoners
through capture.

Ptolemy became very proud of his victory but he did not press
his advantage. Instead of retaking all lost territory from
Syria, he returned home to his life of ease.

It is like a man who really has a chance to make a name for

himself, but he goes home and is overwhelmed with luxury.

He just shuts 1t down and lives a life of ease. The people are
repulsed at what he does instead of continuing on to reclaim
the victory that is his.

v. 12 When the army is carried off, the king of the South
will be filled with pride and will slaughter many
thousands, yet he will not remain triumphant.

“When the army is carried off, the king of the South will be
filled with pride and will slaughter many thousands, yet he
will not remain triumphant.”

He will not remain triumphant because of his luxurious living.

His indolent lifestyle brings his life to an end through a
premature death.
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Ptolemy IV lives from 221 to 204. He was filled with pride,
slaughtered thousands but will not remain triumphant.

v. 13 For the king of the North will muster another
army, larger than the first; and after several years,
he will advance with a huge army fully equipped.

“For the king of the North will muster another army, larger
than the first; and after several years, he will advance with a
huge army fully equipped.”

We still have Antiochus I11—223 to 187—and we are still
there.

On our calendars we are now prophesying things that will
take place in 204 B.C.

We are witnessing things in this writing that are 331 years
into the future.

Why is it that Antiochus all of a sudden wants to head south?

When Ptolemy IV died in 203 his son, who was only 5 or 6
years old, came to the throne. Militarily, diplomatically, and
politically, that 1s the time to strike. A time when a child who
1s to be the next Emperor is being taken care of by those who
are in authority over him, until he reaches the age of
accountability and is able to do it.
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Antiochus thinks if there was ever a right time, this is it and
he heads south. He 1s not disappointed and he will wreak
havoc in the south as we will notice.

In 201 B.C., the fortress in Gaza has fallen to the Syrians, to
the King of the North.

Antiochus III, fifteen years later from 217 to 201 B.C., is down
there winning the battle.

v. 14 “In those times many will rise against the king of
the South. The violent men among your own people
will rebel in fulfillment of the vision, but without
success.

“In those times many will rise against the king of the South.

The violent men among your own people will rebel in

fulfillment of the vision, but without success.”

They are vulnerable because the King is so young. A lot of
other nations are going to follow Antiochus III and try to
make the South pay for it and be subservient. On top of that,
the violent men among their own people will rebel in
fulfillment of the vision but have no success.

The Israelites are thinking, we are sick and tired of having
people traipsing back and forth through us in battle and we
are the victims. It is time for us to get involved when we have
a young Emperor like that and go down there. Maybe we will
get out of this mess and will break the cycle and Israel will
have some time of peace and freedom.”
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When we try to work out God’s purpose ourselves we will end
up unsuccessful. That is exactly what they tried to do. They
were trying to do God’s work but man’s way by logistically
figuring it out and going and doing it. It says they are doing it
without success.

God will always do 1t His way. When we learn that and we
surrender to His purposes and His plan and program then we
are at peace and rest at that point. That is the picture.

v. 15 Then the king of the North will come and build up
siege ramps and will capture a fortified city. The
forces of the South will be powerless to resist; even
their best troops will not have the strength to
stand.

“Then the king of the North will come and build up siege
ramps and will capture a fortified city.”—Sidon—"*The forces
of the South will be powerless to resist; even their best troops
will not have the strength to stand.”

That happened in 198 B.C. We are almost down to the end of
our study.

Antiochus III will build siege ramps and capture the city of
Sidon. Ptolemy V isn’t a teenager yet and so he is totally
unprepared with any level of maturity to run an empire. They
are powerless to resist and their troops will not have the
strength to stand.
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The tragic end of Antiochus III will bring us to the end of the
study.

v. 16 The invader will do as he pleases; no one will be
able to stand against him. He will establish himself
in the Beautiful Land and will have the power to
destroy it.

“The invader”—Antiochus III—*will do as he pleases; no one
will be able to stand against him. He will establish himself in
the Beautiful Land and will have the power to destroy it.”

The beautiful land is Israel. He is heading back north and he
decides to establish an outpost in Israel. He figures it is very
1mportant if we are going to keep on fighting, North and
South, we get a base of operations in Israel.

He 1s not militarily mad so he cuts taxes to his Empire in
Israel, which was a nice thing to do. Then he gives a giant gift
to the Temple worship. He is offering an olive branch of peace
in a way while he is doing this.

In our next study, all that is going to turn and be reversed
when Antiochus IV comes on the scene.

There are four things Antiochus III will do in Sidon and this is
199 B.C.

1. He will do as he pleases.
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2. No one will be able to stand against him.

3. He will establish himself in the beautiful land.
4. He will have the power to destroy it.

This translated 1s: “He has everything in hand.”

v. 17 He will determine to come with the might of his
entire kingdom and will make an alliance with the
king of the South. And he will give him a daughter
in marriage in order to overthrow the kingdom, but
his plans will not succeed or help him.

“He will determine to come with the might of his entire
kingdom and will make an alliance with the king of the South;
And he will give him a daughter in marriage in order to
overthrow the kingdom, but his plans will not succeed or help
him.”

He didn’t learn from history. It didn’t work with Berenice so
why would 1t work with another famous daughter Cleopatra?
She is the daughter in this failed marriage relationship.

She goes down there and she marries him, a teenager, but she
falls so deeply in love with him. She does everything for him
and betrays her father. She actually negotiates her husband
into working a relationship with Rome and Egypt against her
father. It 1s a tragic failure. All of this happens about 197 B.C.

27



v. 18 Then he will turn his attention to the coastlands
and will take many of them, but a commander will
put an end to his insolence and will turn his
insolence back upon him.

“Then he will turn his attention to the coastlands and will
take many of them, but a commander will put an end to his
insolence and will turn his insolence back upon him.”

He 1s heading back north and he 1s capturing all of these
smaller areas on the coastland. The Roman Senate is in
meeting and they discover that Antiochus is doing some
things that are invading their territory. So they assign
Cornelius Scipio (a commander) to turn Antiochus back.

He cannot stand having to fight Egypt and Rome combined so
he turns and heads home. This happened in 188 B.C.

v. 19 After this, he will turn back toward the fortresses
of his own country but will stumble and fall, to be
seen no more.

“After this, he will turn back toward the fortresses of his own
country but will stumble and fall, to be seen no more.”

The Roman Empire increased taxes so high that he goes home

and tries to keep the Empire at the level of its grandeur and
beauty. He goes to Elam and tries to rob a temple to get
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enough gold to pay the taxation of the Roman Empire and he
1s murdered by the citizens.

Antiochus III dies and our final verse will tell us something
else. It happened in 187 B.C.

His successor is Seleucus IV. He only rules for 9 years. We wil
understand why in a few minutes because we are going to end

at 176 B.C.

v. 20 “His successor will send out a tax collector to
maintain the royal splendor. In a few years,
however, he will be destroyed, yet not in anger or
in battle.

““His successor will send out a tax collector to maintain the
royal splendor. In a few years, however, he will be destroyed,
yet not in anger or in battle.”

Heliodorus is the treasurer. He is tired of trying to raise taxes
and he comes home and poisons Seleucus IV in 176 B.C.

That ends these incredible verses that we just traveled
through. It’s almost like the McCoys and the Hatfields at this
point when we think of the constant conflict that 1s going on.
After 125 years they finally resolved all of that in 2003.

There are 9 lessons that come out of the study.
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Lesson #1: God has been incredibly faithful to Daniel through
his ninety-five years of service.

Lesson #2: History truly is His story.
Lesson #3: “And we know that God causes all things to work

together for good to those who love God, to those who are
called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28 NASB).

Lesson #4: God gives each of us an opportunity in humility
and brokenness to surrender to His purpose and plan for life
and find the joy and blessing that can be ours.

Lesson #5: “I make known the end from the beginning, from
ancient times, what 1is still to come. I say: My purpose will
stand, and I will do all that I please” (Isaiah 46:10 NIV).

Lesson #6: “There 1s a time for everything, and a season for
every activity under heaven” (Ecclesiastes 3:1 NIV).

Lesson #7: “Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it is the
Lord’s purpose that prevails” (Proverbs 19:21 NIV).

Lesson #8: “In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord
determines his steps” (Proverbs 16:9 NIV).

Lesson #9: You cannot see this specific fulfillment of this
incredible passage without truly believing in a sovereign God
who controls all things.
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Sheila Walsh has this to say about what we can learn:

“A belief in the Sovereignty of God means whether we
understand what is happening or not, whether God seems
silent or not, whether evil seems to be winning over good
or not, we gather up our faith and say to God “I love you. I
trust you. This hurts me, but I know that you know the
end from the beginning and have my good at heart, so 1
say Yes! to you and No! to trying to grab control and fix
everything myself.”

(source unknown)

Steven J. Lawson says:

(Made in Our Image by Steven J. Lawson)

One of the fundamental truths in the Bible is this
teaching that God is sovereign. By this, we mean God reigns
over all His creation, governing and guiding all things to their
divinely appointed end. Although, from a human perspective,
1t may appear otherwise, He 1s in charge of the universe,
exercising absolute control over all things. As our sovereign
Lord, He does always as He pleases, only as He pleases, and
all that He pleases.

p. 92

We have just witnessed 358 years, from 534 to 176 B.C. We
see an incredible demonstration of the Sovereign God and how
it has played out totally accurate in every detail, as far as the
record of history is concerned.
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He knows everything. He’s planned everything. What we have
seen was clearly given to Daniel on his 91st year in this vision
we have seen.

Deuteronomy 3:24

“O Sovereign Lord, you have begun to show to your servant
your greatness and your strong hand. For what God 1s there 1A
heaven or on earth who can do the deeds and mighty works
you do?”

That 1s Moses talking to the children of Israel.

With what we have seen and what has happened since 176
B.C- every one of us should look up for the day of our
redemption draws nigh. We are getting very close to the time
when the Lord is going to come.

John Piper does a marvelous job in a prayer that he writes at
the end of one of his books:

(Life as a Vapor by John Piper)

Open the eyes of our hearts, Father,
to see the precious and limited role of Your Law
in bearing the fruit of love in our lives.
Lead us into deep and personal union with Jesus.
Let this relationship with the living Christ
transform our minds and wills
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so that we want what He wants
and hate what He hates.
Make us, by this union,
radically loving people.
In Jesus’ name, we pray,
Amen.
p. 108

Father, what a sacred trust is ours to have these moments to
reflect what we have read and studied. Lord, may Your Holy
Spirit take the ramifications of this trust and make it
individual in our lives. In the same way, You could spell out
all this, You could spell out every activity of our lives from this
very moment until the day of our death and entrance into
glory. We are aware of that. Now that we are there, there 1s a
ogreat peace that prevails because You are going to do it well.
You are going to work it all together for good according to
Your purpose and plan. Whatever we bring, we leave with
peace because You will keep 1n perfect peace those whose
minds are stayed on You. The work of righteousness will be
peace and the effect, righteousness, quietness and assurance.
Thank You for that sweet realization. In Jesus’ name we pray:
Amen.
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A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Twenty-One -- Daniel 11:2:20

v. 2 “Now then, I tell you the truth: Three more kings will appear
in Persia, and then a fourth, who will be far richer than all the
others. When he has gained power by his wealth, he will stir up
everyone against the kingdom of Greece.

v. 3 Then a mighty king will appear, who will rule with great
power and do as he pleases.

v. 4 After he has appeared, his empire will be broken up and
parceled out toward the four winds of heaven. It will not go to his
descendants, nor will it have the power he exercised, because his
empire will be uprooted and given to others.

v. 5 “The king of the South will become strong, but one of his
commanders will become even stronger than he and will rule his
own kingdom with great power.

v. 6 After some years, they will become allies. The daughter of the
king of the South will go to the king of the North to make an
alliance, but she will not retain her power, and he and his power
will not last. In those days she will be handed over, together with
her royal escort and her father and the one who supported her.
v. 7 “One from her family line will arise to take her place. He will
attack the forces of the king of the North and enter his fortress; he
will fight against them and be victorious.

v. 8 He will also seize their gods, their metal images and their
valuable articles of silver and gold and carry them off to Egypt. For
some years he will leave the king of the North alone.

v. 9 Then the king of the North will invade the realm of the king of
the South but will retreat to his own country.

v. 10 His sons will prepare for war and assemble a great army,
which will sweep on like an irresistible flood and carry the battle
as far as his fortress.

v. 11 “Then the king of the South will march out in a rage and
fight against the king of the North, who will raise a large army,
but it will be defeated.

34

NOTES



Notes
v. 12 When the army is carried off, the king of the South will be
filled with pride and will slaughter many thousands, yet he will
not remain triumphant.
v. 13 For the king of the North will muster another army, larger
than the first; and after several years, he will advance with a huge
army fully equipped.
v. 14 “In those times many will rise against the king of the South.
The violent men among your own people will rebel in fulfillment of
the vision, but without success.
v. 15 Then the king of the North will come and build up siege
ramps and will capture a fortified city. The forces of the South will
be powerless to resist; even their best troops will not have the
strength to stand.
v. 16 The invader will do as he pleases; no one will be able to stand
against him. He will establish himself in the Beautiful Land and
will have the power to destroy it.
v. 17 He will determine to come with the might of his entire
kingdom and will make an alliance with the king of the South. And
he will give him a daughter in marriage in order to overthrow the
kingdom, but his plans will not succeed or help him.
v. 18 Then he will turn his attention to the coastlands and will
take many of them, but a commander will put an end to his
msolence and will turn his insolence back upon him.
v. 19 After this, he will turn back toward the fortresses of his own
country but will stumble and fall, to be seen no more.
v. 20 “His successor will send out a tax collector to maintain the
royal splendor. In a few years, however, he will be destroyed, yet
not in anger or in battle.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Daniel 11:2-20 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.
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2. After reading Daniel 11:2, summarize the future of the
Persian empire.

3. What will happen to the empire of Greece after this great
king passes off the scene, according to verse 47

4. Summarize the activities of the “king of the South” in
verses 11 & 12.

. Summarize the activities of the “king of the North” in verse

= O
o

6. What do the words “beautiful land” recorded in verse 16
refer to?
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. Summarize the activities of the “king of the North” in verse

= =]
~

8. Summarize the way the “king of the North” finishes his
career, according to verses 18 & 19.

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

LESSON #1: God has been incredibly faithful to Daniel
through his ninety-five years of service.

LESSON #2: History truly is His story.
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LESSON #3: “And we know that God causes all things to work
together for good to those who love God, to those who are
called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28 NASB).

LESSON #4: God gives each of us an opportunity in humility
and brokenness to surrender to His purpose and plan for
life and find the joy and blessing that can be ours.

LESSON #5: “I make known the end from the beginning, froni
ancient times, what 1s still to come. I say: My purpose will
stand, and I will do all that I please” (Isaiah 46:10 NIV).

LESSON #6: “There 1s a time for everything, and a season for
every activity under heaven” (Ecclesiastes 3:1 NIV).

LESSON #7: “Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it 1s
the Lord’s purpose that prevails” (Proverbs 19:21 NIV).

LESSON #8: “In his heart a man plans his course, but the
Lord determines his steps” (Proverbs 16:9 NIV).

LESSON #9: You cannot see this specific fulfillment of this
incredible passage without truly believing in a sovereign
God who controls all things.
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