A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Twenty-Two - Daniel 11:21-35

Daniel 1s 91. He has 4 years left. He dies in 530 B.C. along
with Cyrus, the king of Persia.

That begins the history that’s been spelled out for us thus far
in our study.

We need to recognize the whole purpose of everything in the
book of Daniel is to prepare Daniel for what’s going to happen
from the day he dies until the Lord comes back to set up His
kingdom.

It’s been prophesied in 534, but it’s been fulfilled exactly by
the experiences that we've discussed. Granted, we went
through a ton of wars in our last study. We went through
about 358 years of history.

It’s exciting when we verify the miracle of Daniel sitting down
at 534 B.C. and writing history. We are starting at 175 B.C.
And good news, we're only going to go 11 years and we’re only
going to deal with one guy.



Remember, we had the north and we had the south. They're
the north because they’re north of Israel. They're the south
because they’re the south of Israel. And every one of those
wars went through the land. They mobilized, came through
the land and as you’re going to see, they're going to stop and
do some horrible things when this takes place.

Now let’s just say three things:
1. Accept SUFFERING as part of our life.
We need to get it in our head that suffering has nothing to do

with what we’ve done and what we’ve not done. It 1s a

sovereign God refining, purifying us to make us more
Christlike.

Philippians 1:29

For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to
believe on Him, but also to suffer for His sake.

We all are going to suffer. We all probably have suffered at
some time. And the good news is, we’re going to suffer until we
get home.

Now, when we get that settled in our mind, we’re going to be a
long way down the road in cooperating with what God is
trying to do in our life.



2. There will be WAR, after war, after war until the Prince
of Peace comes.

What we saw in capsule form in our last study was one war
after another as each one of those Ptolemies from Egypt dealt

with the Antiochus and the Seleuces from the north. That’s
just life.

3. It’s not going to be pretty. We're coming to one of the
major points of conflict and suffering and it’s going to come to
us big time.

Study number one, the veil was lifted. We had a pre-incarnate
view of Christ.

He showed up for Daniel’s ninetieth birthday.

Secondly, the veil was lifted and we saw a war in heaven. And
we knew there was war on earth anyway.

Gabriel was delayed for three weeks in bringing this vision
that we’re studying. That’s how important and how damaging
1t 1s to Satan to put his forces out to stop this vision coming
through.

And then we actually started in the vision itself.

So now we're 359 years away from 534 B.C. As the scene of
our study opens, we're at 175 B.C.



Someone said this:

(Famine in the Land by Steven J. Lawson)

Someone has quipped:

Noah’s message from the steps going up to the Ark was not
“Something good is going to happen to you!” Amos was not
confronted by the high priest of Israel for proclaiming,
“Confession is possession!” Jeremiah was not put into the
pit for preaching, “I'm O.K., you're O.K.” Daniel was not
put into the lion’s den for telling people, “Possibility
thinking will move mountains!” John the Baptist was not
forced to preach in the wilderness and eventually beheaded
because he preached, “Smile, God loves you!” The two
prophets of the tribulation will not be killed for preaching,
“God is in his heaven and all is right in the world!”™

p. 67

We listen to that and then relate it to what we’re studying and
recognize the fact that in order to be a decent individual living
1n full relationship to the sovereignty of God, we have to
accept this other part of it. And that God uses that in our lives
for a purpose.

Our key character is a guy by the name of Antiochus
Epiphanes IV. We met him back in chapter 8 when we studied
that.

Let’s read a few verses:



Daniel 8:9-11

From one of the prominent horns came a small horn, whose
power grew very great. It extended toward the south and the
east and toward the glorious land of Israel. His power reached
to the heavens where it attacked the heavenly armies,
throwing some of the heavenly beings and stars to the ground
and trampling upon them. He even challenged the commandek
of heaven’s armies by cancelling the daily sacrifices offered to
him by destroying his temple.

Now why is a basically unknown Syrian king getting more
press than all the rest of them? Why does he get 11 verses and
his whole story told and some of these other guys just “king of:
the north...king of the south,” bam, bam and they’re gone? A
verse or two and that’s 1t?

The reason is, this guy has such a hatred for the Jews and for
God’s program that he has to be dealt with because of the
horrible things that he’s getting ready to do. We need to put
him in perspective.

There 1s a subject called TYPOLOGY. It simply means there
will be a PARALLEL in the Old Testament to something that
will happen historically in the future in the New Testament.

JOSEPH was sold for 20 pieces of silver. He 1s a TYPE of
Christ. Nothing negative is said about him.



JESUS was sold for 30 pieces of silver in the New Testament.

First Corinthians 10 says: “These things happened to them as
examples to us.” (ref. 1 Cor. 10:11)

Remember when Jesus was talking to Nicodemus, what did
He say to him? “As the serpent was lifted up in the
wilderness...” (ref. John 3:14)

Remember they were being bitten by the poisonous snakes
and they put this brazen serpent on a pole? “As a serpent was

lifted up in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be
lifted up.” (ref. John 3:14)

He 1s going to be sin under judgment for us when He dies on
the Cross.

Well, the picture there is brought into reality in the Person of
Christ.

What we're going to see 1s the Old Testament picture of the
antichrist, the man of sin. Now it’s not him. We'll get to the
future but we have a picture of Him.

How do we know that? One of the last things Jesus said in
Matthew 24:15 in the Olivet Discourse is when we see the
abomination of desolation set up in the temple, leave. Get out
of town because the kingdom is coming.



So Jesus saw this picture that we’re looking at and it’s in the
future. It will come and He’s telling them when He’s going to
return to set up the kingdom. And when we see that, that’s
the sign that “I'm soon to come and set up the eternal
kingdom.”

Understand why there’s so much in this particular passage
about this legitimate, historical king who fulfills exactly
everything that we’ve seen in the last study—even down to
the finest details?

Kenneth Gangel said:

When God accomplishes his purposes in the world, he
sometimes chooses to do so with the most unlikely and
contemptible people.

(source unknown)

And this guy is weird. He’s a mad man. He’s a Saddam
Hussein of the Old Testament. He gets what he deserves. In
164 he dies in insanity in Persia so he will be off the scene
within an 11 year period.

Let’s jump right in and we’ll see the picture. Now we have all
we need in the background to be able to make these verses
come off the page.

v. 21 “He will be succeeded by a contemptible person
who has not been given the honor of royalty. He



will invade the kingdom when its people feel
secure, and he will seize it through intrigue.

“He will be succeeded by a contemptible person who has not
been given the honor of royalty. He will invade the kingdom
when 1ts people feel secure, and he will seize it through
intrigue.”

The word “He”—Seleucus IV was the last guy we looked at. He
was king of the north and Rome had covered them with high
taxation. Seleucus sent Heliodorus out to collect taxes as the
treasurer.

He failed in his mission and he came back and poisoned
Seleucus. That was the way the study ended and the curtain
dropped.

They were without a king in the north. Seleucus i1s gone.
Antiochus is sitting up in Rome and he hears about this and
he has no right to the throne.

Demetrius, Seleucus’ son, 1s 1n line to take the kingdom. He’s
just a young teenager evidently. And so Antiochus comes back
with a big lie. He says, “I've come back to town to be a hero
and to help in a co-regency kind of thing and Demetrius will
be just fine under my tutorship.”

He’s coming back to take the throne. And he does it. Now
notice the things that are said about him.



1. He’s “a contemptible person.”

That Hebrew word means “despicable.” It makes us sick just
to think about him and we’re going to get sicker when we see
what he does.

Antiochus Epiphanes IV—this is the name he gave himself.

Epiphanes—the illustrious one, the god-like one. The one
everybody should bow before.

The people, after just a tad bit of experience with him,
changed it to Epimanes. They took that one word that means
madman and that more graphically described this individual
as far as they were concerned.

Now notice the words that describe 1t because 1t’s so specific:
“who has not been given the honor of royalty.”

He doesn’t have any right to the throne in the north.

2. “He will invade the kingdom when its people feel
secure,”—we’ll land there 1n a minute—“and he will seize it
through intrigue” or deceit.

He will do everything he can to fake them out.

Okay, let’s talk about SECURE for a minute.



That’s the KEY WORD to terrorist activity. The dominant
word for attack 1s SECURE.

The minute we rest, the minute we feel secure, 1s the moment
of attack. And that has been Satan’s modus operandi from day
one. If he can find a weakness, if he can find an opportunity,
he will create i1t to devastate us and ruin our life forever.
That’s basically his plan for each of us.

He studies our film—game films—day and night. He knows
our weaknesses and he has the home-field advantage. That’s

the kind of guy we're dealing with.

In Matthew chapter 4, we have the picture of Satan and
Christ in conflict.

And in Luke 4 we have the same thing. But there’s one more
phrase that’s added in Luke 4 that’s not in Matthew.

Luke 4:13

And when the devil had finished every temptation, he
departed from Him until an opportune time.

Even with the Son of God he failed when he said, “Turn the
stones to bread, jump off the pinnacle of the temple, here’s the
kingdoms in the world and the glory of them if you’ll just come
down and worship me.”

Jesus said, “No, no, no! Get out!” And He quoted the book of
10



Deuteronomy three times. Clobbered him. He’s whipped but
he leaves looking for another opportune time.

And it’s that thought that makes us understand that we have
to constantly be aware that we are in war individually in our
lives in the same way we see Satan in international politics
and affairs as well as in national affairs in our own country.
We can see it everywhere around us.

Dr. Walvoord says this:

Beginning with verse 21, a major section of this chapter is
devoted to a comparatively obscure Syrian ruler who was on
the throne from 175 to 164 B.C., [and he says, of course, he is]
“little horn”[that we looked at in Daniel chapter 8.]

(source unknown)

Now what’s wrong with these guys that become
“contemptible”? Basically, it’s pride isn’t it? We're repulsed by
arrogant pride, by people who claim to never make a mistake.
They’re invincible. Everybody else is wrong and they’re always
right.

This 1s a great Peanuts cartoon. Lucy 1s swinging on the
playground and Charlie Brown says:

“It says here that the world revolves around the sun once a
year.”

Lucy stops her swinging and responds “The world revolves
11



around the sun? Are you sure? I thought it revolved around
me!”

(source unknown)

Antiochus would fit that kind of scenario wouldn’t he?

Stephen Covey says:

(The 8th Habit by Stephen R. Covey)

... 1n a rural store in North Carolina:
The brain said, “I'm the smartest organ in the body.”
The heart said, “Who told you?”
p. 51

We realize the interrelationship between the organs. How
even 1n the body of Christ, we have these power-plays going on
to satisfy personal pride.

(Sanctuary: Finding Moments of Refuge in the Presence of
God by David Jeremiah)

Raphael was painting some of the frescoes in the Vatican and
a couple of the cardinals stopped by and they started to
criticize his painting. And one of them said “The face of the
apostle Paul i1s too red.” Raphael said, “He blushes to see into
whose hands the church has fallen.”

(paraphrased, p. 306)

That’ll get it said, won’t it?
12



v. 22 Then an overwhelming army will be swept away
before him; both it and a prince of the covenant
will be destroyed.

“Then an overwhelming army will be swept away before him;
both it and a prince of the covenant will be destroyed.”

He gets things mobilized and he’s going to talk about this
more. But this i1s the invasion in 170 B.C. He’s going down to
deal with Ptolemy VI in Egypt.

As he organizes this, remember, where’s he going? He’s going
to go through Israel going south. He stops off at Israel and
does his first wicked thing against Jewish religion. He slays
Onias III, the high priest, on his way down.

And what a tragedy to literally get the people of Israel so
upset with no longer having a high priest by slaying the head.

Then he continues on south. But notice it says he has “an
overwhelming army” and that army of course is the army of
Egypt that will be “swept away...both it and a prince of the
covenant’—that’s the high priest Onias—“will be destroyed.”

And he heads on south to the battle.

Now this probably took place in 170 B.C. He didn’t go all the
way south because Egypt came north. They fought on the
Mediterranean coastline in the area of Gaza and the Nile
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delta. And it’s after this that the high priest is killed in the
process of going down there.

Now look at verse 23.

v. 23 After coming to an agreement with him, he will
act deceitfully, and with only a few people he will
rise to power.

“After coming to an agreement with him, he will act
deceitfully, and with only a few people he will rise to power.”
He takes Ptolemy IV out by having some kind of an
“agreement,” but he has no designs at all in keeping it.
They’re empty political promises and he does all this to get
people behind him.

And then he pulls a Robin Hood on us. Understand that? It’s
where he robs from the rich and gives to the poor. He starts
doing that. He’s the first guy in the scripture that does that.

v. 24 When the richest provinces feel secure, he will
invade them and will achieve what neither his
fathers nor his forefathers did. He will distribute
plunder, loot and wealth among his followers. He
will plot the overthrow of fortresses—but only for a
time.

“When the richest provinces fee]”—WHAT? There’s that word
again! He is operating terrorist activity.
14



“When the rich provinces feel secure, he will invade them and

will achieve what neither his fathers nor his forefathers ever
did.”

Nobody ever went in and murdered and took everything out of
a province or a city for the purpose of gaining greater political
clout, by taking what they have and giving it to poor
provinces. But he did all this to increase the crowd and to
create a greater following as a benevolent leader by this group
of people who’ve been the recipients of the plunder from his
war. And he will achieve what neither his fathers nor
forefathers did.

“He will distribute plunder, loot and wealth among his

followers. He will plot the overthrow of fortresses—but only
for’—WHAT?—"a time.”

The last thing we're going to see is “at the appointed time”
because that’s the last phrase we’re going to see. But we're
going to see 1t three times. It reminds us that no matter how
bad it gets down here, 1t’s His time and He’s watching the
calendar. And at the appointed time 1t’s going to get done.

Everything that we're studying is simply a description of what
God 1s looking down upon in the full design and
accomplishment of His purpose which will ultimately come
into the kingdom.

“but only for a time.”
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He will “plunder,” He will “loot,” he will take “wealth™—“but
only for a time.”

It will be just 11 years and he’s going to whistle and pull the
chain and it’s going to be over.

Isn’t it interesting that when we see these things take place,
the reduction of humanity is basically on material things—
nothing spiritual.

What is he doing? He’s robbing gold. He’s robbing silver. He’s
robbing money. He’s taking whatever he can, but it’s all
material. It’s everything that we exist for down here almost
from a standpoint of if it’s the economy, 1t has to be good or
we're going to be miserable. Because we’'re in BONDAGE to
those things.

This 1s a great piece:
When $15 Million a Year Is Not Enough

Born into a small house crammed with lots of people,
professional basketball player Scottie Pippen didn’t have
much as a boy. But his journey into the NBA changed all that:
From 1999 through 2002, his contract promised him at least
$14.7 million a year—not to mention all the money he gets

from endorsements. He already owns a 74-foot yacht and a
$100,000 Mercedes.
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In Sports Illustrated it said: “Before every game in Portland’s
Rose Garden, Pippen gaze drifts over courtside occupied in a
seat by Paul Allen, cofounder of Microsoft and owner of both
the Trail Blazers and the Seattle Seahawks, a man with a
personal net worth of $40 billion . . . ‘What does he have?
Pippen asks. ‘Forty billion? How can I make just one billion? I
just want one of them! What do I need to do?”

Citation: Adapted from Gary Thomas in Authentic Faith (Zondervan, 2002)

© 2005 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International
(PreachingToday.com, paraphrase)

We see the subtlety of it. He’s not content with $14.7 million
plus all the endorsements for an annual salary.

“There’s a guy over there with $40 billion. Couldn’t he just
give me one of those so that I'll have one? He'll still have 39!”

And yet that’s the way the world thinks. Satan knows that.
We'’re reduced to that same kind of thinking about material
things.

And so Antiochus Epiphanes comes in, plays Robin Hood—
verse 29.

v. 25 “With a large army he will stir up his strength and
courage against the king of the South. The king of
the South will wage war with a large and very
powerful army, but he will not be able to stand
because of the plots devised against him.

17



“With a large army he will stir up his strength and courage
against the king of the South.”

Now here’s the record of that one 170 B.C.
Onias has already been slain, but here is the battle.

“The king of the South will wage war with a large and very
powerful army, but he will not be able to stand because of the
plots devised against him.”

They are not a united military machine. There are people in
that military operation and administration that don’t like
Ptolemy IV. We don’t know the reason. But because they're
negative, they don’t give themselves as a united front in battle
even though they have a huge military machine.

This ought to teach us something about Iraq. And any time wé
send a military operation out, the least we can do for our
military is be totally united behind them and stand in a
positive, affirming way. Thanking them for the sacrifice they
made and rejoicing when they come home!

But that does not happen in Egypt. Antiochus Epiphanes
knows that and as he goes south he gains a victory because of
a lack of a united force.

Verse 26 tells us that.

18



v. 26 Those who eat from the king’s provisions will try
to destroy him; his army will be swept away, and
many will fall in battle.

“Those who eat from the king’s provisions will try to destroy
him; his army will be swept away, and many will fall in
battle.”

There will be thousands of fatalities in Egypt because they aré
not united. And there are those within his administration who
are not supporting what’s going on. And as a result of that,
Antiochus Epiphanes wins it.

v. 27 The two kings, with their hearts bent on evil, will
sit at the same table and lie to each other, but to no
avail, because an end will still come at the
appointed time.

“The two kings, with their hearts bent on evil, will sit at the
same table and lie to each other,”

That’s exactly what happens. They have evil intentions in
their heart and they come to the conference table to lie to each

other. And lie, lie, lie.

“but”—WHAT?—"to no avail,”—WHAT?—"“because an end will
still come at the appointed time.”

Point one—“appointed time.”
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God just allows those things to come in. So all the way
through i1t, we understand that they can sit there and lie all
day to each other. But there’s a sovereign God who’s
orchestrating everything behind the scenes.

Now the fact that we have the phrase “appointed time” tells ug
THREE THINGS:

1. Godis SOVEREIGN.

He 1s orchestrating behind the scenes the whole thing. We
have to have that. And we have to have that when we suffer
personally and we face reverses in our life, that we
understand with great comfort that God’s still on the throne
and in control. Right?

2. Godis SCHEDULED.
There 1s an “appointed time.” He is watching the calendar.

Psalm 90:12

So teach us to number our days and apply our hearts to
wisdom.

Ecclesiastes 3:11

He makes all things beautiful in His time.

(Galatians 4:4, 4
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When the fullness of time was come, God sent forth His Son,
made of a woman, made under the , to redeem them under the
Law...

Now from a human perspective, there are times we think He’s
late. And we'’re just like Mary and Martha. “Lord You're late!
If you’d been here four days ago Lazarus would not have died!?
(ref. John 11:21)

But God has some greater purpose and that’s to give us back a
guy who was raised from the dead to let us know that He even
has authority of physical death.

So God always vindicates Himself. From our perspective it
might look like it’s four days late but it’s on schedule and it’s
in God’s perfect timing for those things to take place.

3. Godis NEVER LATE.

He 1s never late. He’s on schedule, He’s sovereign, and He is
never late. It will “come at the appointed time.”

You know in a degrading, immoral society lying becomes just
a part of the territory.

There 1s an interesting article called “The Epidemic of Lies” in
America. Listen to this:

Epidemic of Lies
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It was the dream of a lifetime for George O’Leary: A chance to
coach the world’s most prestigious football team—Notre
Dame. But the dream soon became a nightmare.

The day after he signed his contract with Notre Dame,
O’Leary’s résumé was sent to the press—a résumé that
included “Iinaccuracies” about his education and college
football letters. A few days later, O’Leary resigned in disgrace;
the victim of his long term lies.

It’s the latest example of what’s become an epidemic of lying.
In recent years, politicians and pundits, professors and even
Pulitzer Prize winners have been caught dealing in deceit.

One of the nation’s most respected historians, Stephen
Ambrose, he wrote Undaunted Courage about the Lewis &
Clark expedition, plagiarized portions of other historians’
works and—notwithstanding his public apology—seemed
hardly disturbed by the resulting controversy.

Historian Joseph Ellis, who won the Pulitzer Prize for the
book, Founding Brothers, was caught inventing a Vietnam
War record for himself. So was Tim Johnson, manager of the
Toronto Blue Jays. Ex-conservative writer, David Brock,
admitted he’d made up sordid details about Anita Hill. [Boy
that got me going.] Gloria Steinem’s claim about the number
of women who die of eating disorders—supposedly 150,000 a
year—turned out to be the biggest feminist hoax. James
Patterson and Peter Kim, authors of The Day America Told
22



the Truth, estimate that 91 percent of us regularly embroider
the truth. “We lie and don’t even think about it,” Patterson
and Kim write.

Citation: Charles Colson, “Post-Truth Society,” Christianity Today (3-11-02), p. 112

© 2005 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International
(PreachingToday.com, paraphrased)

It’s a decaying society when we can’t be truthful and honest.
Mark Twain said:

(A Treasury of Mark Twain edited by Edward Lewis and
Robert Myers)

How easy it is to make people believe a lie and how hard it 1s
to undo the work again.
source unknown

And go back and try to make it right.
They’re at the conference table lying to each other.

v. 28 The king of the North will return to his own
country with great wealth, but his heart will be set
against the holy covenant. He will take action
against it and then return to his own country.

“The king of the North will return to his own country with
great wealth, but his heart will be set against the holy
23



covenant.”

Now that’s a very innocent looking phrase that he’s thinking
of. We'’re going to look at some statistics. This is going to be
far worse than what we think.

“He will take action against it and then return to his own
country.”

They always went back through Israel. And they did very
little damage.

Like Seleucus, the last guy, cut taxes and took care of them.
Remember? And gave a gift to the temple during that last one:
This guy 1s so angry and so mad, he’s already slain the high
priest. When he goes back through, he takes action against
1it—that is the holy covenant—and then returns to his own
country.

Now what does that involve?

Militarily he slew 80,000 citizens—men, women and children.
Took 40,000 captive and sold them as slaves. He then robbed
the sanctuary of all of its silver and gold. He stole 1,800
talents of gold. Worst of all, he put an altar to Zeus in the
Holy of holies, slew a pig on it, took the broth from it and
defamed the whole temple.

And then, in all that bloodshed, he went on back home having
vindicated himself.
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But look at verse 29, because when it’s the worst it gets the
best. What i1s 1t?

v. 29 “At the appointed time he will invade the South
again, but this time the outcome will be different
from what it was before.

“At the appointed time”—he’s on a schedule.
Now we're at 168 B.C.

“he will invade the South again,”—he’s going to fight Ptolemy
VI one more time—“but”—what’s going to happen at the
appointed time—"“this time the outcome will be different from
what it was before.”

The Roman senate has met and they're upset with his
invasion of Egypt. And so they have sent a general by the
name of Popillius. He has gotten into some ships in Cypress
and he’s coming down to the Mediterranean coast and he’s
going to head off Antiochus Epiphanes before he goes to
Alexandria to begin his invasion.

And that’s going to be seen in these next verses.

This 1s 168 B.C. He comes to Antiochus and says, “you are not
going to invade unless you want to have Rome as an enemy.”

And Antiochus says, “Well, I'll tell you what. I'm going to have
25



to have some time to think about that!”

Popillius takes out his sword, draws a great big circle in the
sand with Antiochus Epiphanes standing in the middle and he
says, “Before you leave this circle, you've made a decision!”

Well with his tail between his legs, he realized he didn’t want
to go to war against Rome and try to fight Egypt at the same
time, so he turns and goes home. But he 1s so mad when he
goes home. He’s going to take it out worse on Israel on this
trip back.

We might ask, how can all that go on and God allow it?
God 1s consistent but He 1s unpredictable.

He is consistent in His nature. We always know where we are
with God but we seldom know what He’s going to do next.

Now when we think that through, we’ll be alright. We cannot
find security in WHAT God 1s doing. There’s only security in
WHO God is!

And the focus today is on what God is doing! No—it’s WHO
GOD IS that’s the dominant thought that brings security and
peace.

v. 30 Ships of the western coastlands will oppose him,
and he will lose heart. Then he will turn back and
vent his fury against the holy covenant. He will
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return and show favor to those who forsake the
holy covenant.

“Ships of the western coastlands will oppose him, and he will
lose heart. Then he will turn back and vent his fury against
the holy covenant. He will return and show favor to those who

forsake the holy covenant.”

He comes back so mad that he does some really horrible
things in venting his fury.

We have to remember that when we’re angry we're going to do
some really dumb things.

Mahatma Gandhi said:

Anger 1s an acid that can do more harm to the vessel in which
1t stands than to anything on which it is poured.

(source unknown)

Someone said:

A temper displayed in public is indecent exposure.
(source unknown)

He 1s mad—verse 31.

v. 31 “His armed forces will rise up to desecrate the
temple fortress and will abolish the daily sacrifice.
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Then they will set up the abomination that causes
desolation.

“His armed forces will rise up to desecrate the temple fortress
and [he] will abolish the daily sacrifice.”

Here 1s where 1t comes. He stops every sacrifice.
The function of the temple is history.

“Then they will set up the abomination that causes
desolation.”

Evidently it’s an 1dol or an altar to Zeus and the slaying of the
hog 1s the desolation.

Now, how does that relate to Matthew 24:15?

Christ says the man of sin will set up an idol to himself and
then will desecrate the sanctuary, the Holy of holies, in acts
similar to this.

But it 1s the abomination of desolation. He actually quotes this
passage in Daniel. But he takes a historical account and he
shoves 1t clear into the future—and there’s our TYPE. This is
a literal picture, just a small picture, of what’s going to
happen in that final drama before Christ comes and vindicates
everybody in the battle of Armageddon.

And so this desecration takes place. They have the actual
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date—December 14, 168 B.C.—Antiochus does this.

Now notice verse 32.

v. 32 With flattery he will corrupt those who have
violated the covenant, but the people who know
their God will firmly resist him.

“With flattery he will corrupt those who have violated the
covenant,”

He will tell them, “Oh man, you guys are great. You're really
awakened. You're doing the right thing. I'm so appreciative of
all your support.” But notice what 1s next.

“but the people who know their God will firmly resist him.”

There will be people who love their worship in the temple, but
they’re no longer able to perform. And they will take a stand
against him and the army, even if it’s going to cost them their
lives, they're going to stand. This stand cost a lot of lives.

Now Mattathias has about 5 boys. And he has one son by the
name of Judas Maccabaeus. He 1s the one who actually
organized in the hills out of Jerusalem the resistant forces
that drove Antiochus Epiphanes to Persia and to insanity and

to his death.

And he is the one who personally organized the cleansing and
the restoration of the temple and its worship and its sacrificial
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system. So he is a hero to the Jewish people. And there’s a lot
written about Judas Maccabaeus. He 1s the one who 1s now
coming center stage to be a part of this confrontation.

“The people who know their God,” the people who are loyal,
“will firmly resist [or act valiantly against] him.”

They are going to suffer, but they’re going to stand.

Adrian Rogers talks about that morning that they're deciding
whether Christ should be crucified on Friday. His remarks are
very interesting.

(The Passion of Christ and the Purpose of Life by Adrian
Rogers)

“...But that’s what our leaders told us to do, and I believe they
know best. ... it’s better for me if I just go along with the
crowd.”

In other words, these people were thoughtless conformers:

p. 42
And then he ends his statement with this great statement:

(The Passion of Christ and the Purpose of Life by Adrian
Rogers)

The biggest cult in America is the cult of conformity. You
can listen to the crowd and form your opinions from the polls
of the day, or you can say, “I will follow Jesus, come what
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may.”
p. 42

He says usually the crowd is always wrong. And he makes it
quite clear that God honors and God blesses those who'll stand
and stick by biblical truth.

That’s verse 33—see 1t?

v. 33 “Those who are wise will instruct many, though
for a time they will fall by the sword or be burned
or captured or plundered.

“Those who are wise will instruct many, though for a time
they will fall by the sword or be burned or captured or
plundered.”

Now they’re suffering. It’s going to hurt. There are people that
are going to lose their lives in this. But God is honoring them
in the process.

Martyrdom’s going to take place, but the wise are going to be
the ones who stand. They're going to be the ones who resist.
But some of them, for their trouble, are going to “fall by the
sword, be burned, [be] captured [and] plundered.”

Forty-five million Christians were put to death in the
twentieth century for their faith. 160,000-171,000 are dying
every year for their faith now. 10,000 are dying every month

for their faith.
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(source unknown)

How many each day i1s that? There are 400 people who died
today for their faith around the world.

We sit here so comfortable, preaching a Gospel of comfort and
blessing and prosperity and warm fuzzies while the world 1s
going to hell.

We're going to be held accountable for that. We have to wake
up and understand that no price we can pay 1is ever going to
exceed the price that Christ paid for our redemption upon the
Cross.

Remember that picture in the Hall of Faith in Hebrews 117

Hebrews 1:36-38

and others experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also
chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn
in two, they were tempted, they were put to death with the
sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being
destitute, afflicted, ill-treated (men of whom the world was not
worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and
holes in the ground.

Jim Elliot, before he died in 1956 wrote, “He 1s no fool who
gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose. And
blood is only of value as it flows before Your altars.”
(source unknown)
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And little did he know that he was going to.

The story of the Burnhams is touching. Held by terrorists in
the Philippine 1slands for over a year, there finally came the
time for the military liberation. What did they do that
morning?

Martin and Gracia had really been thinking that there would
be a chance that they would not come out alive. Martin said to
Gracia, “The Bible says to serve the Lord with gladness. Let’s
go out all the way. Let’s serve him all the way with gladness.”

The two then prayed in their hammock, recited Scripture
verses to each other, and then they sang their songs. They laid
down to rest. Then the bullets began to fly.
(PreachingToday.com, paraphrased)

And that was the end for Martin.

Now how does a martyr handle that?

(To Fly Again by Gracia Burnham)

“Ladies and gentlemen, a bad thing happened to me—and
to you, too. We didn’t ask for any of this; we didn’t deserve it.
But it came upon us regardless. The way of wisdom in going
forward, I believe, [it] is to keep walking with Jesus. He
knows the road and I don’t.”

p. 9 (paraphrase)
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There 1s a fantastic, victorious statement.

Stephen Mansfield makes an insightful statement that will
really help us.

(The Faith of the American Soldier by Stephen Mansfield)

“There 1s too much uncertainty in our world for simplistic
thinking,” [He means by that, you can’t do this and expect
that. He says:] “One man get hit, and another right next to
him survives. One vehicle rolls over an IED (Improvised
Explosive Device), and nothing happens. The next vehicle rolls
over it and 1s blown into smithereens. Over here you have to
have a sense of mystery—for a Christian, it would be the
sovereignty of God—to survive in your mind. Any idea that
certain things always happen or that certain things never
happen will not only make a bad soldier but also is evidence of
a flawed faith. A religion like this is the enemy of a good
fighter.”

p. 61 (paraphrased)

All He’s saying 1s we cannot anticipate what God’s going to do
in our situation. But we can believe that He 1s God and He can
be trusted, and that He 1s faithful and He’s never failed. He
has His eye on the calendar and He’s never late. And He’s
sovereign in the skies and the kingdom 1s coming!

We can hang onto all of that but don’t try to anticipate what
He’s going to do.
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“Our thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways
my ways’ saith the Lord. “Because the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and
my thoughts than your thoughts.” (ref. Isa. 55:8-9)

“they will fall by the sword!”

“they will ... be burned!”

“they will be ... captured!”

“they will be ... plundered!”

v. 34 When they fall, they will receive a little help, and
many who are not sincere will join them.

“When they fall, they will receive a little help, and many who
are not sincere will join them.”

Up in the mountains there will be those who will fall, but
there’ll be those who join. And there are some who are scared
to death whose faith is not very vital, but they’ll also join them
to bring the swelling army to resist what Antiochus is trying
to do.

And of course, they are ultimately successful in what they do.

John Piper says:
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(Don’t Waste Your Life by John Piper)

Life 1s wasted if we do not grasp the glory of the cross,
cherish 1t for the treasure that it 1s, and cleave to 1t as the
highest price of every pleasure and the deepest comfort in
every pain.

p. 40

Now we come to our last verse.

v. 35 Some of the wise will stumble, so that they may be
refined, purified and made spotless until the time
of the end, for it will still come at the appointed
time.

“Some of the wise will stumble, so that they may be refined,

and purified and made spotless until the time of the end, for it

will still come at”—ROUND 3—*“the appointed time.”

Isn’t it interesting that we can read so quickly over some
words that are a tad bit painful?

“refined,”

“purified,” and

“made spotless.”

That 1s biblical truth in how God uses suffering in our lives.
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1 Peter 4:12, 13

Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which
1s to try you as though some strange thing happened unto you;
but rejoice inasmuch as you are partakers of Christ’s
sufferings; that when His glory shall be revealed, you may be
glad also with exceeding joy.

It’s a refining process. It 1s a purifying process.

The “refining” is to take our priorities and make them right so
we are focused, “purified” as we're being made more holy in
the process. And we’re being made “spotless”™—we’re being
prepared to be presented as the bride to our Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ.

So no, we should not resist suffering! We should not resist
what He’s trying to do because “it will still come at the
appointed time.” It will be exactly on schedule.

Abraham Kuyper said:

There 1s not one inch in the entire area of our human life
about which Christ, who 1s Sovereign of all, does not cry out,
“Mine! Mine! Mine!”

(source unknown)

The problem is, comfort in our spiritual lives.

Comfort Endangers Our Spiritual Lives
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We're too comfortable to be spiritual . . . We think we will be
able to pursue God better without danger or hardship. And yet
1t works in just the opposite way. Nothing is more difficult
than to grow spiritually when comfortable.

That’s why the believer Alexander Solzhenitsyn’s reaction to
his exile to the Soviet labor camp was to bless it, because it
was there that he discovered that “the meaning of earthly
existence lies not, as we have grown used to thinking, in
prospering, but in the development of the soul.”

Citation: Tim Bascom, The Comfort Trap: Spiritual Dangers in the Convenience Culture
(Intervarsity, 1993); submitted by Bill White, Paramount, California

© PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

We are now at 164 B.C. We are 370 years away from when
Daniel began giving us this picture in 534 B.C.

Matthew 24:15

The time will come when you will see what Daniel the prophet
spoke about, the sacrilegious object that causes desecration,
standing in the holy place.

And in The New Living it says:

“Reader pay attention!”
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That’s the signal.

Now there are 12 lessons that come out of 1it. Take time to
study them carefully.

Lesson #1: The actual literal fulfillment of these prophecies

should give us an understanding that any that are yet to be
fulfilled will also be fulfilled literally.

Lesson #2: Antiochus Epiphanes chooses to make his attacks
In a time of prosperity.

Lesson #3: “And when the devil had finished every
temptation, he departed from Him until an opportune time”

(Luke 4:13 NASB).

Lesson #4: “My times are in your hands . ..” (Psalm 31:15
NIV).

Lesson #5: “Teach us to number our days aright, that we may
gain a heart of wisdom” (Psalm 90:12 NIV).

Lesson #6: These two kings have their minds filled with evil

intentions. The Lord says, “as a man thinks in his heart, so 1s
he.”

Lesson #7: No matter what, the “end will still come at the
appointed time” (verse 27).

Lesson #8: The “people who know their God will firmly resist”
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those who will not follow His plan (verse 32).

Lesson #9: Those who are wise will teach the masses about
what 1s right (verse 33).

Lesson #10: “Blessed are you when men cast insults at you,
and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you
falsely, on account of Me. Rejoice, and be glad, for your reward

1n heaven 1s great, for so they persecuted the prophets who
were before you” (Matthew 5:11-12 NASB).

Lesson #11: There will be those who are faithful who “will fall
by the sword or be burned or captured or plundered” (verse
33).

Lesson #12: The purpose of the suffering is so that the faithful
man be “refined, purified and made spotless until the time of
the end, for 1t will still come at the appointed time” (verse 31).

Let’s end with this story.
Ray Romano Goes to Work on His Soul

After nine seasons, the popular sitcom FEverybody Loves
Raymond broadcasts its final episode in May of 2005. The star
of the show, Ray Romano, went from life as a struggling
stand-up comedian to one of the highest-paid actors on
television.

At the conclusion of the last day’s filming, Romano spoke to
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the studio audience, reflecting on his past and his future. He
read from a note his brothers had stuck in his luggage the day
he moved from New York to Hollywood, nine years earlier.

“My older brother Richard wrote, ‘What does it profit a man, if
he gains the whole world and loses his soul?” said a tearful
Romano. “Now I'm going to work on my soul.”

Citation: Ray Romano, “Biography,” A&E (5-13-05);
submitted by Hugh Poland, Kingwood, Texas

© 2005 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

That’s what comes out of understanding the truth of things.
We can have all kinds of success and be famous, but realize
the fact that there comes a time in life when you have to begin
to work on the soul.

Erwin Lutzer says:

There 1s more grace in God’s heart than there is sin in your
past.

(source unknown)

Let’s conclude our study with the words of Todd Beamer:

(Let’s Roll! Ordinary People, Extraordinary Courage by Lisa
Beamer with Ken Abraham)

He had a special shrill whistle that he used to get the boys’ or
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my attention sometimes. At other times, he’d say, “Come on,
guys, let’s go. Get your coats and shoes on; it’s time to go. Let’s
rolll”

p. 122

Father, in view of what we’ve read, we realize that we're at
war. We realize that it’s not going to be easy and we realize
that You have the prerogative as the sovereign God to do
whatever You need to do in our lives to make us more like
Christ. So have it. Father, with great courage and confidence
in Your character, we feel totally at peace in surrendering our
lives totally and completely to You. And maybe in a fresh new
way there might be someone who needs to receive the Christ.
We pray that this study has precipitated that thinking and
they’ll respond to You with eagerness and excitement. In
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Twenty-Two - Daniel 11:21-35

NOTES

v. 21 “He will be succeeded by a contemptible person who has not
been given the honor of royalty. He will invade the kingdom when
its people feel secure, and he will seize it through intrigue.

v. 22 Then an overwhelming army will be swept away before him;
both it and a prince of the covenant will be destroyed.

v. 23 After coming to an agreement with him, he will act
deceitfully, and with only a few people he will rise to power.

v. 24 When the richest provinces feel secure, he will invade them
and will achieve what neither his fathers nor his forefathers did.
He will distribute plunder, loot and wealth among his followers.
He will plot the overthrow of fortresses—but only for a time.

v. 25 “With a large army he will stir up his strength and courage
against the king of the South. The king of the South will wage war
with a large and very powerful army, but he will not be able to
stand because of the plots devised against him.

v. 26 Those who eat from the king’s provisions will try to destroy
him; his army will be swept away, and many will fall in battle.

v. 27 The two kings, with their hearts bent on evil, will sit at the
same table and lie to each other, but to no avail, because an end
will still come at the appointed time.

v. 28 The king of the North will return to his own country with
great wealth, but his heart will be set against the holy covenant.
He will take action against it and then return to his own country.
v. 29 “At the appointed time he will invade the South again, but
this time the outcome will be different from what it was before.

v. 30 Ships of the western coastlands will oppose him, and he will
lose heart. Then he will turn back and vent his fury against the
holy covenant. He will return and show favor to those who forsake
the holy covenant.
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NOTES

v. 31 “His armed forces will rise up to desecrate the temple fortress
and will abolish the daily sacrifice. Then they will set up the
abomination that causes desolation.

v. 32 With flattery he will corrupt those who have violated the
covenant, but the people who know their God will firmly resist
him.

v. 33 “Those who are wise will instruct many, though for a time
they will fall by the sword or be burned or captured or plundered.
v. 34 When they fall, they will receive a little help, and many who
are not sincere will join them.

v. 35 Some of the wise will stumble, so that they may be refined,
purified and made spotless until the time of the end, for it will still
come at the appointed time.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Daniel 11:21-35 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.

2. Describe Antiochus Epiphanes IV for us, according to verse
21.
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3. When does Antiochus Epiphanes choose to attach, according

to verses 21 & 247
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4. Why does the “king of the South” lose the battle, according
6. There is a key phrase in verse 29 and also in verse 35 that
lets you know that God is in control. What is that phrase?

to verses 25 & 267
5. Describe the conduct of the two kings at the conference

table, according to verse 27.
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7. What horrible things will Antiochus Epiphanes do with his
armed forces to the temple in Jerusalem, according to verse

317
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8. How will “the people who know their God” respond to these

horrible things, according to verse 327
9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: The actual literal fulfillment of these prophecies
should give us an understanding that any that are yet to
be fulfilled will also be fulfilled literally.

LESSON #2: Antiochus Epiphanes chooses to make his
attacks in a time of prosperity.

LESSON #3: “And when the devil had finished every
temptation, he departed from Him until an opportune

time” (Luke 4:13 NASB).

LESSON #4: “My times are in your hands . .. “ (Psalm 31:15
NIV).

LESSON #5: “Teach us to number our days aright, that we
may gain a heart of wisdom” (Psalm 90:12 NIV).

LESSON #6: These two kings have their minds filled with evil
intentions. The Lord says, “as a man thinks in his heart,
so 1s he.”

LESSON #7: No matter what, the “end will still come at the
appointed time” (verse 27).
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LESSON #8: The “people who know their God will firmly
resist” those who will not follow His plan (verse 32).

LESSON #9: Those who are wise will teach the masses about
what 1s right (verse 33).

LESSON #10: “Blessed are you when men cast insults at you,
and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you
falsely, on account of Me. Rejoice, and be glad, for your
reward 1n heaven 1s great, for so they persecuted the
prophets who were before you” (Matthew 5:11-12 NASB).

LESSON #11: There will be those who are faithful who “will
fall by the sword or be burned or captured or plundered”
(verse 33).

LESSON #12: The purpose of the suffering is so that the
faithful man be “refined, purified and made spotless until
the time of the end, for it will still come at the appointed
time” (verse 35).
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