A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Twenty-Three -- Daniel 11:36-45

Charles Colson said half of the people in America believe that
religion and morality are not related. And then he said this:

(How Now Shall We Live? by Charles Colson with Anne
Morse)

More than three-quarters of Americans agree with this
statement: “Many religions can lead to eternal life.”

And he said if you want to really get shocked, half of
evangelical Christians will also agree with that statement,
that there are many ways to eternal life.

p. 155 (paraphrased)

This 1s all setting us up for what’s getting ready to take place,
not only in the drama of the study, but as far as the future 1s
concerned.

Between verse 35 and 36, we are going to take one of the
fastest journeys that we’ve ever taken. Now this is not
unusual, okay. Let’s get the picture in view.



Daniel 1s 91 years old. It’s 534 B.C. This is the last vision that
he 1s receiving and we’re basically wrapping it up. The end of
1t will come in chapter 12, but we're close to it when we finish
this study.

The call of Daniel was, “What’s going to happen to my people
Israel?”

Now he has 4 years left and he dies in 5630 B.C. along with
Cyrus the king of Persia. That’s when the vision begins that
we're studying.

So although we'’re at 534 B.C., it’s going to start at 530 B.C.
We finished our last study at 164 B.C. which i1s 370 years from
when Daniel records this.

In study #1 he had a vision of the Lord Himself when the veil
was lifted.

In study #2, he saw the warfare in heaven as Satan and his
forces resist and hinder and try to hamper God’s ultimate
purpose.

Then in study #3, we went to war. We were tramping through
Israel to the north and to the south, and to the north and the
south for all of those years.

And then we pulled it all down to just 11 years—from 175 to
164—and we studied one guy. He was a madman from Syria—
Antiochus Epiphanes IV.



We said that he is a type of the antichrist—the world leader
that’s going to come.

Now we finished out at verse 35. He died of insanity in Persia;
So what we're getting ready to do 1s to pick up from that point:

What we're going to do is we're going to go to the last 3 1/2
years before Christ comes to set up His kingdom.

We have moved from HISTORY to PROPHECY in one verse.

There 1s nothing that we can point to in history that will meet
the parameters of what we’re getting ready to read and study.

What we see fits in perfectly with what’s going to happen to
Israel in the last 3 1/2 years before Christ comes.

The next thing we need to understand is that many times in
the Bible there are not any gaps. It just goes from verse to
verse. Many of the Old Testament prophets saw the first
coming of Christ and they saw the second coming of Christ
right after it. And of course, they never saw anything that
related to the church.

Okay, we went from 534 to 164. That’s 370 years. Now what
we have done 1s move from 164 to over 2,169 years and still
counting. We are moving from history to prophecy.

What we are looking at is yet FUTURE.
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Now, if we actually took the date of 534 when Daniel is sitting
there receiving this, then we have moved over 2,500 years and
we're still counting.

Remember in Daniel 9 we had Daniel’s 70 WEEKS of years?

God said, “Daniel, there’s going to be 70 weeks of years or 490
years and then basically the king is going to come.”

That was divided into three parts.

There were 7 weeks of years and the temple was going to be
rebuilt—that’s 49 years.

We determined in that study that on March 14, 4045 B.C. 1s
when Daniel’s 70 weeks started.

Now that happens to be 89 years in the future. It hasn’t
started when Daniel dies. And so if we take 534 and we come
down to 445, we have 89 years yet before that starts—from
where we're sitting back here at 534.

But what has happened now, when we’ve gotten to 164 B.C. is
that there’s only 202 years left before the end of Daniel’s 69th
week.

Now the interesting thing about that, the second part of that
involved 62 weeks of years.



Sixty-two weeks of years—that’s 434 years—from that point to
Christ entering Jerusalem to offer the kingdom on His
triumphal entry.

We can come right out to the very week of Christ’s triumphal
entry from the time of 445 B.C. and we have 69 weeks of years
finished. That’s 483 years. That brings us right to Christ
offering the kingdom.

That was the most thrilling part about studying Daniel
chapter 9.

But when we have 62 and 7, what do we have? Well we have
69, so there’s one week of years left.

After the Messiah 1s cut off—that’s 69—there’s one more
week. And that 1s still future. That’s when the man of sin,
that’s when the antichrist is going to wreak havoc. That’s
Satan’s last try to have a kingdom.

They rejected, on the triumphal entry, Christ the King who
came to offer the kingdom to the Israelites and they refused
Him and crucified Him and put Him on a cross.

Alright, God already anticipated that. And thank God that
they rejected Him because we have salvation through a living
Christ. We are part of the church, the body of Christ. We're
not part of Israel.



The program for Israel shut down at the time Messiah was cut
off. But God is faithful. He promised Israel a kingdom and it is
coming. But it will be down at the end. There will be 7 years
left.

Now number 1, don’t worry about all the bad stuff we're going
to study because we aren’t going to be here if we're believers.

The church will be out of here. We have nothing to do with thé
nation Israel. We have nothing to do with the time of Jacob’s
trouble, with Daniel’s 70th week, with the day of the Lord—
the great tribulation is what it’s called.

All of those things describe what takes place in those last
seven years that are still future. That’s why we’re at 2,500
and something years and counting because we haven’t gotten
there because we're still here. We have to be out of here and
when we're out of here, then that’s going to start.

What triggers that last seven years? There will be a
COVENANT between this world leader—the man of sin—
Antiochus Epiphanes was a type of him. When he makes a
covenant with Israel, it’s going to be a covenant of peace.

He’s coming in like a LAMB and he acts so loving to Israel
initially. And Israel feels secure because it’s the first time that
there has been a diplomatic arrangement for them to have
peace. The countries right now are trying to do that, not with
good intentions, but they’re trying to get peace there. It will



finally come. This world leader will accomplish that. That’s
the beginning of those last seven years.

The scene of the study happens halfway through that period.
All we have when we begin this study 1s 3 1/2 years and
Christ 1s going to split the skies and we’re going to say, “Our
God reigns!”

That’s what’s so exciting about our study. We're taking it right
to the kingdom, because that’s what Daniel wanted to know.
And 1t’s altogether fitting that at the end of the vision he
would get the picture of what will take place just before
Christ, the greater Son of David, will come to assume the
reign of His eternal kingdom.

That’s where we're going to be after the end of the study. So
we're 3 1/2 years 1n.

Okay, what happens at the 3 1/2 year mark? Well just like
what happened with Antiochus Epiphanes, he’s going to set
up an altar to himself and he’s going to be god. And we're
going to worship him or we’re going to be martyred basically,
because he’s going to control everything economically. He will
control everything militarily. He’s going to control everything
in the world for that brief period of time.

He’s Satan’s false Messiah and he is energized to accomplish
it. These verses fit it perfectly with that kind of a background.



He hates Israel. He longs to destroy Israel and he has the
whole world hating Israel.

By the time we get to verse 45, Israel 1s surrounded by the
north, the south, the east and the west. They’re all coming to
wipe out Israel. And it’s going to be Christ the King who’s
going to come and save Israel’s day in that battle of
Armageddon that we’ll see in the study.

Now the joy of our study this far, we have had 135 prophecies
fulfilled literally. We've had the history. We've labored so that;
when we come to real prophecy that hasn’t been fulfilled, we
will use as a point of reference what we've already studied.

Don’t think some terms mean something different than they
are. Stick with the literal interpretation of it. The plain sense
makes good sense. Don’t do like so many guys do and get fuzzy
at this point. Just let the text speak, in this regard, and we’ll
watch what happened.

Here are two verses as we get started:

Daniel 2:44

In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a
kingdom that will never be destroyed....

Okay, remember that big vision of the man? He had a gold
head, silver breasts, a belly of brass, and legs of iron? That



represented four kingdoms. It was a panorama of the
kingdoms of the world.

Babylon would be followed by Media-Persia and Media-Persia
would be followed by Greece. Greece would be followed by
Rome.

The picture right here is the picture of what’s getting ready to
happen at the end of the study.

Daniel 2:44-45

In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a
kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to
another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring
them to an end, but 1t will 1tself endure forever. This is the
meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a mountain, but
not by human hands—a rock that broke the iron, the bronze,
the clay, the silver and the gold to pieces...

That ROCK cut out without hands 1s the Messiah, the Christ.

When He comes, literally He’s going to be like a rock that’s
going to roll with that image and totally break it all to pieces.
And His kingdom will survive.

So we’'ve had some pictures of what we're getting ready to see
in the verses.

Ready? That was a quick trip wasn’t it? It was a long way and
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we had to do some explaining.

v. 36 “The king will do as he pleases. He will exalt and
magnify himself above every god and will say
unheard-of things against the God of gods. He will
be successful until the time of wrath is completed,
for what has been determined must take place.

“The king will do as he pleases. He will exalt and magnify
himself above every god and he will say unheard-of things
against the God of gods. He will be successful until the time of

wrath”

That phrase i1s a phrase that refers to the last 3 1/2 years of
the tribulation period.

When everything breaks loose, when it really gets bad, the
man of sin—the world leader—breaks covenant with Israel.
That becomes the holocaust. That is the “time of wrath.” So
he’s speaking of that time. That ought to be a trigger to realize
we have jumped ahead from the TYPE to the REALITY.

“1s completed, for what has been determined must take place.”
And when 1s it going to take place?

“at the appointed time.”

Remember last week?
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Just get the church out of here, and as the scene opens we
have this final 3 1/2 years.

Now if we want to do a parallel study, Revelation 6-19
describes this whole period. And remember there are seals, we
have trumpets, and bowl judgments. When we read those
chapters it fits in this.

And probably the trumpets and the bowl judgments fit into
the last 3 1/2 years because of the horrible things that happen
worldwide.

Now notice the FOUR THINGS about this king. He’s
mentioned 29 TIMES in these nine verses so we can’t miss
who we're talking about here.

1. “The king will do as he pleases.”

Why? He has control of the whole world. He answers to no
one. He has worked 1t out so that he has total, complete
control of the whole world. And whatever he does 1s fine with
him. He'll do it no matter what the cost.

2. “He will exalt and magnify himself above every god”—or
we could say, “every deity.”

There will be no god but him. “He will exalt and magnify
himself above every god” and that includes the God of Israel.

3. “He...will say unheard-of things against the God of gods.”
11



It’s blasphemy. It’s off the wall. It’s stuff we just wouldn’t even
comprehend. It is so blasphemous and so ridiculous and so
horrible. He'll “say unheard-of things against the God of gods.?

And the sad part about it 1s:
4. “He will be successful.”

Now there’s a KEY PHRASE in 36 that we’re going to come
back to when we wrap up the message.

See that phrase, “for what has been determined must take
place”?

That tells us God 1s sovereign of the universe. God 1s sovereign
of the world. God 1s sovereign of the nation. And if we’re a
happy camper, He’s sovereign in our life.

And that’s what brings the joy and the blessing and the peace.:

And the end of the 3 1/2 years will be when “the time of wrath
has been completed.”

Notice that Antiochus Epiphanes—and we’re going to see it
with him—Dbecome so materialistic, worldly-minded?

We saw him playing Robin Hood, robbing from the rich and

giving to the poor. It’s like winning friends by helping them

financially or fiscally in any way they could possibly do it. And
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this world leader does the very same thing.

British journalist, Malcolm Muggeridge, made this statement:

(The 8th Habit by Stephen R. Covey)

When I look back on my life nowadays, which I sometimes do,
what strikes me most forcibly about it is that what seemed at
the time significant and seductive, seems now most futile and
absurd. For instance, success in all of its various guises, being
known and being praised; ostensible pleasures, like acquiring

money or seducing women, or traveling, going to and fro in the

world and up and down in it like Satan, explaining and
experiencing whatever Vanity Fair has to offer. In retrospect,
all these exercises in self-gratification seem like pure fantasy,
what Pascal called, “licking the earth.”

MALCOLM MUGGERIDGE
p. 299

We have the man of sin with a limited perspective of this
present world and wanting to set up his own personal
kingdom.

Just get the picture, we are now in the future, and we'’re going
to be just fine.

v. 37 He will show no regard for the gods of his fathers
or for the one desired by women, nor will he regard
any god, but will exalt himself above them all.
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“He will show no regard for the gods of his fathers or for the
one desired by women,”—now don’t get hung up on that. We’ll
cover that in just a minute—"“nor will he regard any god, but
will exalt himself above them all.”

What he does here is exactly what Satan does in Isaiah 14.

Isaiah 14:13-14

...I will place my throne above the stars of God...I will be like
the Most High God.

Ezekiel 28:1-2

The word of the Lord came to me: “Son of man, say to the ruler
of Tyre, “This 1s what the Sovereign Lord says: “In the pride of
your heart you say, ‘I am god; I sit on the throne of a god in
the heart of the seas.”” But you are a man and not a god,
though you think you are as wise as a god.

This world leader 1s making the claim that he 1s God.

“He will show no regard for the gods of his fathers...”

We don’t know who “the gods of his fathers” are and that’s not
the point. His god right now 1s Satan himself and he 1s living

under blindness.

The next phrase: “or for the one desired by women...”
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Let’s go back to Genesis 3:15 for a minute. The seed of the
woman “will crush the serpent’s head.”

It was the longing of every Jewish woman to be the mother of
the Messiah. And of course Mary was chosen for that singular
honor.

And here in the prophecy, it’s the desire of women that the
Messiah be born. He doesn’t want anything to do with that
because he claims himself to be the Messiah, even though he
1s a false one.

“for the one desired [or loved] by women, nor will he regard
[respect] any god, but He will exalt [or elevate] himself above
them all.”

Listen to this.

2 Thessalonians 2:3-9

Let no one 1in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless
the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness [that’s
him] 1s revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and
exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship,
so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying
himself as being God. Do you not remember that while I was
still with you, I was telling you these things? ... And then that
lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the
breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of
15



His coming; that is, the one whose coming is in accord with
the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false
wonders,

He’s going to come 1n, as Paul says, he’s going to put an idol to
himself in the Holy of holies instead of an idol to the god Zeus
and slay a pig. He’s going to have an altar there to him.
Everything focuses around him. He repudiates everything
that has anything to do with the hope of Israel—for the
coming of the Messiah.

This 1s a great little statement:

Try Jesus. If you don’t like Him, the devil will always take you
back.

(source unknown)

That’s the way he operates and that’s the way he feels.

Nietzsche said this:

(The Divine Embrace by Ken Gire)

“If these Christians want me to believe in their god, they’ll
have to sing better songs, they’ll have to look more like people
who have been saved, they’ll have to wear on their
countenance the joy of the beatitudes. I could only believe in a

god who dances.”
p. 11
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In other words, he said Christians that he’s been around are
really a poor advertisement.

This 1s great:
Aspire to inspire before you expire.

That’ll get it done, won’t 1it? Make it your determination—
aspire to inspire before you expire.

Or we can put it another way: Where will you be sitting in
eternity? Smoking or non-smoking?

Adrian Rogers said:

An atheist can’t find God for the same reason a thief can’t find
a policeman.

—Pastor Adrian Rogers

© 2005 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International
(PreachingToday.com)

v. 38 Instead of them, he will honor a god of fortresses;
a god unknown to his fathers he will honor with
gold and silver, with precious stones and costly
gifts.

“Instead of them, he will honor a god of fortresses; a god
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unknown to his fathers he will honor with gold and silver, and
with precious stones and costly gifts.”

Let’s summarize this. He will be so organized that he will
have worldwide influence because of THREE THINGS:

1. MILITARILY he’s going to evidently have atomic
weapons.

That’s the only way we can explain the fact that all the
nations of the world are afraid of him.

Militarily he has built a mighty, mighty army. And with it are
weapons that make 1t possible for him to be the world leader.

2. RELIGION—he 1s god.

Everybody, whether they like it or not, is going to bow before
his image. And if they don’t, they’re going to be toast. That’s
the way he’s going to control religion.

And then thirdly:

3. MATERIALLY he’s going to use material things to win
further support from anybody that’s on the fringes.

And that’s where we see the gold, silver, and the precious
stones. The total focus on material things is far as his

kingdom 1s concerned.
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v. 39 He will attack the mightiest fortresses with the
help of a foreign god and will greatly honor those
who acknowledge him. He will make them rulers
over many people and will distribute the land at a
price.

“He will attack the mightiest fortresses with the help of a
foreign god”—and this is probably SATAN—“and will greatly
honor those who acknowledge him.”—with gifts and all of
that—“He will make them rulers over many people and will
distribute the land at a price.”

It’s almost like Antiochus Epiphanes. Only he was giving land
as favors and material things as favors to gain support. He’s
doing a very similar thing.

He 1s a god of fortresses. He’s a god of the military. He has a
worldwide religion and he also controls the whole economic
system of the world.

(The World 1s Flat: A Brief History of the Twenty-First
Century by Thomas L. Friedman)

He says with the coming of the worldwide web and the
internet, Mr. Brown no longer just delivers packages but 1s
hooked up with Ford Motor Company to computerize all of
their part supplies. Hooked up the computer companies. If
you've got a problem with your laptop they’ll fix it and get it
back to you the next day.
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I mean there is a huge network. Silicon Valley is now in
Bangalore, India. Japan, China and all of these other
countries—Russia’s involved in it—are on the web and they
have one desire and that is to outsource everything that
America can’t afford anymore. And for one-third, they can get
the job done in those countries for what it would cost them a
salary here. And he basically says at the end of the thing, if
we don’t continue to train engineers and scientists we are
going to be on the bottom looking up because these countries
of the world have discovered how they can make an incredible
contribution.

(source unknown)

And it 1s not unusual, and we’ve probably had the experience,
when we call to make a reservation and heard “Yello” and
thought it was “yellow” and it was “hello” from someplace else
in the world.

That’s coming.

What’s the man of sin going to do with that? He has a bird
nest on the ground. He’'ll control the whole world
economically. He’ll be able to track everything we do. And if
we are a person who 1s living here and we’re not under his
domain, he will know how to cut off our health benefits, keep
us from driving cars, keep us from eating food and other
things because he’ll have total and complete control of the
world.

We finally have the tools to be able to allow the man of sin to
20



rule everything. He probably has atomic weapons and on top
of that, he 1s god and nobody’s going to challenge him on that.
And he has the whole control of the economy.

Here are two verses:

Revelation 12:12

Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe
to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil 1s
come down unto you having great wrath, because he knows
that he has a short time.

Three and a half years and counting.

Revelation 13:8

All the inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast [that’s
the world leader]—all whose names have not been written in
the Book of Life belonging to the Lamb that was slain from
the creation of the world.”

All religions of whatever character will be under the control of
this leader and they’ll worship him.

v. 40 “At the time of the end the king of the South will
engage him in battle, and the king of the North will
storm out against him with chariots and cavalry
and a great fleet of ships. He will invade many
countries and sweep through them like a flood.
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“At the time of the end the king of the South will engage him
1n battle,”

Now, careful. Don’t go back to Antiochus Epiphanes just
because we saw the king of the South and we’re going to see
the king of the North. We have another problem because it’s a
TRIANGLE. Now we have the man of sin in the middle of it

here see.

“At the time of the end the king of the South will engage him
in battle, and the king of the North will storm out against him
with chariots and cavalry and a great fleet of ships. He will
invade many countries and sweep through them like a flood.”

He will wipe out the north. He’ll wipe out the south. And he
will in fact storm many countries worldwide. He 1s determined
to take the kingdom.

v. 41 He will also invade the Beautiful Land. Many
countries will fall, but Edom, Moab and the leaders
of Ammon will be delivered from his hand.

“He will also invade the Beautiful Land.”—there’s ISRAEL—
“Many countries will fall, but Edom, Moab and the leaders of
Ammon will be delivered from his hand.”

Those are the south and eastern neighbors of Israel. He leaves
them alone. He hates Israel. He wants to destroy Israel now
and he’s doing everything to do it.
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His capital city of all places is Jerusalem. The capital of the
real Messiah, the Lord Jesus, when the kingdom comes.

Satan always duplicates it. Always tries to deceive. So part of
getting this 1s so that he personally can have his own capital—=
as we're going to see.

v. 42 He will extend his power over many countries;
Egypt will not escape.

“He will extend his power over many countries; Egypt will not
escape.”

v. 43 He will gain control of the treasures of gold and
silver and all the riches of Egypt, with the Libyans
and Nubians in submission.

“He will gain control of the treasures of gold and silver and all
the riches of Egypt, and with the Libyans and the Nubians in
submission.”

That’s probably ETHIOPIA.

v. 44 But reports from the east and the north will alarm
him, and he will set out in a great rage to destroy
and annihilate many.

“But reports from the east and the north will alarm him, and
he will set out in a great rage to destroy and annihilate
23



many.”
He is part of the United States of Europe out of the west.
That’s a 10 nation alliance. They’re coming against Israel.

They hate Israel.

Okay, he’s already taken care of the south in Egypt. But now
he gets a report, of all places, “from the east and from the
north.”

The report from the east has a record in:

Revelation 9:16

And the number of the armies of the horsemen was two
hundred million; I heard the number of them.

They come from the EAST and the east brags that they can
put a two hundred million man army in the field today.

They come through the dried up riverbed, Euphrates riverbed,
and they come right in against Israel out of the east. He has
gotten that report that there are people who don’t like him or
who are going to join him coming out of the east. And they're
all going to converge together so he’s alarmed about this
massive army moving from the east.

Coming out of the NORTH, we can put Russia and anybody

else on the northern side of the compass in the picture. But

they’re all coming for one purpose and that’s to destroy Israel.
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Now we have the stage set for our final verse and for the
FINAL CONFLICT—the battle of Armageddon.

v. 45 He will pitch his royal tents between the seas at
the beautiful holy mountain. Yet he will come to his
end, and no one will help him.

“He will pitch his royal tents between the seas at the beautiful
holy mountain.”

Can we describe that any better? The Dead Sea and the
Mediterranean, the mountain 1s Mount Zion and there is the
city of Jerusalem—the capital of all of his operations for all of
this final drama 1s going to take place.

“Yet he will come to his end, and no one will help him.”

Let’s go to Revelation. In Revelation 19, picking up with verse
11, we read that the heavens are open and the Son of Man 1s
going to come forth riding on a white horse. And on the sides

of that white horse are the words “King of kings and Lord of
lords.”

He’s coming with the armies of heaven. He’s coming to end the
battle of Armageddon—the drama has been set.

Two hundred million out of the east. We have the south. We
have the north. We have the United States of Europe from the
west. They're converging for this final conflict.
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Revelation 19:19-21

And I saw the beast [that 1s the world leader] and the kings of
the earth and their armies, assembled to make war against
Him who sat upon the horse, and against His army. And the
beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who
performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived
those who had received the mark of the beast [and that’s a
whole other story] and those who worshiped his image; these
two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with
brimstone. And the rest were killed with the sword which

came from the mouth of Him who sat upon the horse, and all
the birds were filled with their flesh.

And the vultures are gathering in Israel in anticipation of this
human fleshly feast that’s going to take place in that future
drama just before the kingdom.

When this battle ends, we need to say what?
OUR GOD REIGNS!

Thank God He’s in control. He’s been faithful. And we can
walk with our head held high that no matter how rough it is
in our personal life, don’t ever forget it. He 1s sovereign and
He indeed is in control and our God reigns.

Now, out of those verses we want to just take a second to land
on three specific phrases then we have a couple of
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observations.

“he will come to his end, and no one will help him.”
That’s a critical phrase for us to meditate on.

Back in verse 40: “At the time of the end” is a key phrase.

And then back 1n verse 36, our first verse, there are two
phrases:

“until the time of wrath 1s completed”—that’s the end of those
3 1/2 years.

And then that other phrase:

“for what has been determined [or decreed] must take place
[or occur].”

Those are the loaded phrases that relate to the sovereignty of
God and the fact that He’s in control and that all of this 1s
being orchestrated from heaven itself.

We have ten lessons that come out of our study. Please take
time to study them.

Lesson #1: It 1s not unusual in Scripture to have prophecies
that skip thousands of years, even between a couple of verses.

Lesson #2: The man of sin will be doing four things: (1) “the
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king will do as he pleases”; (2) “the king . . . will exalt and
magnify himself above every god”; (3) “the king . . . will say
unheard-of [or presumptuous] things against the God of gods”;
and (4) “He will be successful” (verse 36).

Lesson #3: The man of sin’s success will last just as long as
the sovereign God allows it.

Lesson #4: “And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many
goods laid up for many years to come; take your ease, eat,
drink and be merry.” But God said to him, “You fool! This
very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own
what you have prepared?” (Luke 12:19-20 NASB).

Lesson #5: What has been decreed must occur. “Have you not
heard? Long ago I ordained it. In days of old I planned it; now
I have brought it to pass . ..” (Isaiah 37:26 NIV).

Lesson #6: “I make known the end from the beginning, from
ancient times, what is still to come. I say: My purpose will
stand, and I will do all that I please” (Isaiah 46:10 NIV).

Lesson #7: Antichrist will be just like Satan in Isaiah 14:13:

“You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; I will raise
my throne above the stars of God” (NIV).

Lesson #8: The Antichrist will invade many countries and
sweep through them like a flood.

Lesson #9: The Antichrist will be fighting wars right up to the
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very moment when the heavens are opened. “. . . and behold, a
white horse, and He who sat upon it 1s called Faithful and
True; and in righteousness He judges and wages war”
(Revelation 19:11 NASB).

Lesson #10: “And the armies which are 1in heaven, clothed in
fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white
horses. And from His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that
with it He may smite the nations; and He will rule them with
a rod of iron; and He treads the winepress of the fierce wrath
of God, the Almighty. And on His robe and on His thigh He
has a name written, ‘KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF
LORDS” (Revelation 19:14-16 NASB).

Mansfield had this statement to make:

(The Faith of the American Soldier by Stephen Mansfield)

One soldier who came to the field a self-described atheist
reported, “I haven’t had a change so much in philosophy as I
have in experience. I never decided to believe in God over
here. I just wanted to survive. I joined the other guys when
they prayed or blessed themselves because I thought they had
a power I didn’t have. Then I seemed to have it, too. That
power had to come from somewhere, so I guess I’'m not an
atheist anymore.”

p. 64

Love those kinds of statements in the midst of war.
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Jack Welch was asked one time by Dan Rather, “what is the
hardest question you've ever faced?” And he said “Are you
going to heaven?”

And Rather said, “What answer did you give?” He said, “It’s a
long answer, but I said that if caring about people, if giving it
your all, if being a great friend counts—despite the fact that
I've been divorced a couple of times, and no one’s proud of
that. I haven’t done everything right all the time. I think I got
a shot. I'm in no hurry to get there and to find out any time
soon.”

CBS 60 Minutes Wednesday (4-30-05); submitted by Derrick Lewis, LaGrange, Georgia

(paraphrased, PreachingToday.com)

That happens to be corporate theology and we have to
recognize that.

Dexter Manly—what a sad, sad story of a man who continued
to live, even after he was dismissed from the NFL. He carried
his NFL card, went to the Marriott Hotels to stay. And he
made some of these statements at the end.:

“Im still living the dream. Football gave me personality. Once
1t was over, I had nothing to live for.”

Ted De Hass, Bedford, Iowa; source: Jeff Pearlman,
“After the Ball,” Psychology Today (May/June 2004, p. 72)

© 2005 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International
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(PreachingToday.com)
Mike Tyson said:

“My whole life has been a waste—I've been a failure.”

Jon Saraceno, “T'yson: My Whole Life Has Been a Waste,” USA Today (6-3-05);
submitted by David Slagle, Decatur, Georgia

© 2005 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International
(PreachingToday.com)

Why live like that? Why continue to pursue those kinds of
paths when we know that God has a wonderful plan for our
life?

Ruth Myers says this:

(Christ/Life by Ruth Myers)

As the Lord continually trains, teaches, refines, and
disciplines us, we’ll more and more fulfill our God-designed
destiny as His masterpieces.

p. 156

Andrew Murray says this:

(The Master’s Indwelling by Andrew Murray)
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“Lord Jesus, every faculty of my being I want to surrender to
You so You can teach me what to think and how to think for
You and Your Kingdom.”

p. 105

(He’s God and We'’re Not by Ray Pritchard)

The basic problem for many of us is that we have allowed
God to be everywhere but on his throne. [Oh that was
convicting.] No wonder we are unhappy and frustrated and
unfulfilled. No wonder life doesn’t work right. How much
better to say with the psalmist, “Come, let us bow down in
worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker” (Ps. 95:6).

p. 27

Max Lucado 1in his book Next Door Savior has this little story:

(Next Door Savior by Max Lucado)

We are given a gift similar to the one Billy Joel gave his
daughter. On her twelfth birthday she was in New York City,
and the pop musician was in Los Angeles. He phoned her that
morning, apologizing for his absence, but told her to expect the
delivery of a large package before the end of the day. The
daughter answered the doorbell that evening to find a seven-
foot-tall, brightly wrapped box. She tore it open, and out
stepped her father, fresh off the plane from the West Coast.

Can you 1magine her surprise? [And then Lucado says]

Perhaps you can. Your gift [also] came in the flesh too.

p. 113
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Father, we thank You that Jesus came. We thank You that He
came and He made a valid offer of this kingdom to Israel.
They chose to refuse i1t and to crucify Him which led to the
time of the Gentiles, the opportunity for each of us, because of
a living Christ, to have a relationship with You through Your
living Son. Thank You that the church, Your bride, will one of
these days answer the call to come home. And then the drama
of what we’ve studied, the birth-pains to the kingdom, will
take place and then You will split the skies. “Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it 1s in heaven” will finally
be realized. Lord, haste the day when faith shall be sight, the
clouds will be rolled back as a scroll, the trump shall resound,
the Lord shall descend, and we will be able to say “it is well, it
1s well with our souls.” In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of DANIEL

“Our God Reigns”

Study Number Twenty-Three -- Daniel 11:36-45

v. 36 “The king will do as he pleases. He will exalt and magnify
himself above every god and will say unheard-of things against the
God of gods. He will be successful until the time of wrath is
completed, for what has been determined must take place.

v. 37 He will show no regard for the gods of his fathers or for the
one desired by women, nor will he regard any god, but will exalt
himself above them all.

v. 38 Instead of them, he will honor a god of fortresses; a god
unknown to his fathers he will honor with gold and silver, with
precious stones and costly gifts.

v. 39 He will attack the mightiest fortresses with the help of a
foreign god and will greatly honor those who acknowledge him. He
will make them rulers over many people and will distribute the
land at a price.

v. 40 “At the time of the end the king of the South will engage him
in battle, and the king of the North will storm out against him
with chariots and cavalry and a great fleet of ships. He will invade
many countries and sweep through them like a flood.

v. 41 He will also invade the Beautiful Land. Many countries will
fall, but Edom, Moab and the leaders of Ammon will be delivered
from his hand.

v. 42 He will extend his power over many countries; Egypt will not
escape.

v. 43 He will gain control of the treasures of gold and silver and all
the riches of Egypt, with the Libyans and Nubians in submission.
v. 44 But reports from the east and the north will alarm him, and
he will set out in a great rage to destroy and annihilate many.

v. 45 He will pitch his royal tents between the seas at the beautiful
holy mountain. Yet he will come to his end, and no one will help
him.
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1. Read Daniel 11:36-45 and in your own words pull out the

main thought of this passage.
3. What phrase in verse 36 reminds you of the fact that God

still sovereign and in control?
4. Because this king has no regard for God, how 1s his career

2. Summarize the things the king will do, according to
summarized in verse 377

verse 36.



5. State again another key phrase in verse 40 that lets you
know that God is still sovereign and in control.

6. Define what is meant in verse 41 by the phrase “He will
also invade the Beautiful Land.”

7. Describe this king’s military activities recorded in verse
44.

8. What phrase in verse 45 lets you know that God 1s still
sovereign and in control?

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: It 1s not unusual 1n Scripture to have prophecies
that skip thousands of years, even between a couple of
verses.

LESSON #2: The man of sin will be doing four things: (1) “the
king will do as he pleases”; (2) “the king . . . will exalt and
magnify himself above every god”; (3) “the king . . . will
say unheard-of [or presumptuous] things against the God
of gods”; and (4) He will be successful” (verse 36).

LESSON #3: The man of sin’s success will last just as long as
the sovereign God allows it.

LESSON #4: ““And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have many
goods laid up for many years to come; take your ease, eat,
drink and be merry.” But God said to him, ‘You fool! This
very night your soul is required of you; and now who will
own what you have prepared?” (Luke 12:19-20 NASB).
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LESSON #5: What has been decreed must occur. “Have you not
heard? Long ago I ordained it. In days of old I planned it;

now I have brought it to pass . ..” (Isaiah 37:26 NIV).

LESSON #6: “I make known the end from the beginning, from
ancient times, what is still to come. I say: My purpose will
stand, and I will do all that I please” (Isaiah 46:10 NIV).

LESSON #7: Antichrist will be just like Satan in Isaiah 14:13:
“You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; I will
raise my throne above the stars of God™ (NIV).

LESSON #8: The Antichrist will invade many countries and
sweep through them like a flood.

LESSON #9: The Antichrist will be fighting wars right up to
the very moment when the heavens are opened. “. . . and
behold, a white horse, and He who sat upon it is called
Faithful and True; and in righteousness He judges and
wages war’ (Revelation 19:11 NASB).

LESSON #10: “And the armies which are in heaven, clothed 18
fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white
horses. And from His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that
with 1t He may smite the nations; and He will rule them
with a rod of iron; and He treads the winepress of the
fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. And on His robe and on
His thigh He has a name written, ‘KING OF KINGS,
AND LORD OF LORDS” (Revelation 19:14-16 NASB).
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