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A Practical Study of DANIEL 

 

“Our God Reigns” 

 

 

Study Number Twenty-Four -- Daniel 12:1-13 

 

 

Daniel is 91-years-old. He’s been that age forever. 

 

We started at 534 B.C. and we’re still there. 

 

The difference in it all is that we’ve studied the vision—the 

final vision—for him. 

 

And the old soldier is getting ready to go to the house. 

 

In our last study, between verses 35 and 36, we did something 

pretty dramatic. In verse 35 we were at 164 B.C. and in verse 

35 we were 3 1/2 years from the coming of the Christ. That of 

course means that we moved forward over 2,500 years because 

we moved into prophecy. 

 

Why did we do all that? It’s simply an understanding that 

none of the things that we have studied have ever been 

fulfilled.  

 

The things we looked at in our last study, there is no historical 

record. We cannot apply it to Antiochus Epiphanes IV—the 

madman. So we’re forced to the future.  
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The Lord did promise that we would know clear down to the 

time of the kingdom, the history of the nation Israel. And so it 

is important that the Lord wraps it all up and it is wrapped up 

and we will see very clearly that the reason we made the 

decision back in verses 35 and 36. It will now be very clear 

because everything fits into it. 

 

We had the TYPE, the picture in Antiochus Epiphanes. Now 

we have the real thing. 

 

In our previous study we talked about the man of sin, this 

world leader.  

 

He’s going to be strong MILITARILY because he’s going to 

control the whole world.  

 

He’s going to be strong RELIGIOUSLY because he claims to 

be god. And he puts up an idol of himself in the Holy of holies 

and causes the temple sacrifice to cease. 

 

Then thirdly he is a man, who not only militarily and 

religiously, has total control of the ECONOMY. He has 

everything set up.  

 

The digital age and the world wide web is going to make it 

very easy for him to accomplish that objective in being able to 

control everything we buy, everything we sell and everything 

we drive and anything we do. He’s going to know that. And if 

we don’t cooperate with his plan we’re done. There are going 
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to be thousands and thousands of people who are going to die 

under his administration. 

 

In Daniel chapter 9 it was Daniel’s 70 weeks. Those 70 weeks 

involved 490 years of Jewish history. 

 

It was made clear to Daniel what was going to happen right 

up to the kingdom. We’re bringing that into play because it’s 

parallel with what we’re studying. 

 

Alright now, remember, 70 weeks of years meant 490—70 x 7 

is 490 years. Those 490 years began on March 14, 445 B.C. 

And they have not ended yet. 

 

There were 3 divisions to that.  

 

The first division was SEVEN 7s or 49 years and then the 

temple would be rebuilt, the people would be back in 

Jerusalem. 

 

So when we start at 445 B.C.—and the reason we start there 

is that’s when the edict was given for them to be able to go 

back to the land. It’s obviously, that’s the time. So in 49 years 

the temple is rebuilt and they’re back in the land. 

 

Then it says 62 more weeks of years and Messiah will be cut 

off. Sixty-two x 70 is 434.  

 

We can take that date and start—this is going to blow us 

away but that’s the way the Bible is and we’re going to see it 
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in our study. 

 

We go from 445 B.C. and we come to the triumphal entry of 

Christ into Jerusalem. He is coming to make a valid offer of 

the kingdom. They reject their King and crucify Him on the 

cross. And the weeks of years end right at that point. But 

there’s one week of years left. 

 

We’ve had 7 and 62 makes 69 and that one week of years is 

what we’re talking about. That one week of years—because 

they rejected the kingdom and the King—stopped at that 

point. Jesus Christ died on the cross and with the resurrection 

we have the birthday of the church.  

 

And we are part of the church, the body of Christ, when we 

receive Christ as Savior. That doesn’t mean any particular 

denomination. It means that we have a relationship with 

Christ and we know Him personally. That means we’re part of 

the church, the body of Christ. 

 

And then when the church is out of here, we will have the 

resumption of those 7 years—the last 7. 

 

Okay now, the next question that we’re asking is: How do we 

know when it starts? When is that seventh year going to take 

place?  

 

Well that seventh year—that seven year period is going to 

start when the man of sin makes a covenant with Israel of 

peace. 
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He’s going to come to them and he’s going to tell them it’s fine 

and that they can be peaceful and they’re going to have a 

peaceful relationship. Israel, for the first time, is going to 

believe him because the Arabs are not going to be breathing 

down their neck. It’s a perfect scenario for them to know that 

finally there’s a worldwide leader that carries all the clout 

that’s necessary to get it done and they’re going to be fine. So 

that first 3 1/2 years is like a dream come true to them. 

 

But at the end of the 3 1/2 years we have the horrible 

experience of him breaking the covenant and then his hatred 

for the Jews causes the holocaust that we’re going to see in 

these next verses. 

 

Now we want to take one verse out of Daniel 9 and read it and 

then that will set the stage for us to get where we’re going to 

be.  

 

Daniel 9:27 

 

He [that is the man of sin, this world leader] will confirm a 

covenant with many for one seven [or one week, that’s 7 

years]. In the middle of the seven he will put to an end 

sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of the temple he will 

set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end 

that is decreed is poured out on him. 

 

At that 3 1/2 year mark he doesn’t play games anymore. He 

has worldwide control of the economy, he has worldwide 
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control militarily, and whatever he says he’s going to get done. 

And he’s setting up his capital right in Jerusalem as the false 

messiah. He’s declaring to be God.  

 

And what he does is he puts the temple out of commission by 

making it illegal for them to offer sacrifices anymore. And 

then he sets up an image of himself in the Holy of holies. 

 

Antiochus Epiphanes did almost the same thing in 164, but he 

set up an idol to Zeus and then he sacrificed a pig on it, which 

is the greatest reproach anyone could give to the Jewish 

people. And he caused sacrifice to cease for that period of time. 

 

Now some of that we learned in verses 40-45. We’re going to 

build on it. It’s difficult to comprehend prophecy and put these 

things together. We need to understand as clearly as possible 

what’s taking place and where we are. 

 

The prophetic clock for Israel began to tick with that 

covenant. Three and a half years into it we have this horrible 

thing taking place where now this world leader is not playing 

games anymore. He has total and complete control and as a 

result of that, thousands and thousands of Jews are going to 

die. 

 

If we want the statistics—two thirds of the Jewish race will be 

put to death during this 7 year period. It’s worse than the 

holocaust. It’s a sad, sad time. 

 

Because of his worldwide control some of the members of these 
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other nations are going to die as well. But during that 7 year 

period, there’s going to be more people who come to Christ 

than at any other time in human history. 

 

There are 144,000 Jewish evangelists and when they’re 

preaching the kingdom they’re going to get results. They are 

miraculously preserved during this period. The man of sin 

can’t get to them but they are sharing the gospel every time 

they get a chance. So there are going to be scores and scores of 

them that are going to accept Christ as Messiah during this 

period of time. 

 

So how much time have we got left? Three and a half years. 

We are on prophecy—3 1/2 years from touchdown to the 

kingdom.  

 

Alright, ready? 

 

Let’s look at a couple of verses because this is Jesus talking. 

 

In Matthew 24 we read this very sobering thing: 

 

Matthew 24:21, 22 

 

then there will be a great tribulation, [that’s where we are] 

such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until 

now, nor ever shall. And unless those days had been short, no 

life would have been saved… 

 

Two-thirds of the Jews will lose their lives during those three 
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and one-half years. It’s described in Zechariah 13:8. 

 

Ready? Here we go—verse 1. 

 

v. 1 “At that time Michael, the great prince who 

protects your people, will arise. There will be a 

time of distress such as has not happened from the 

beginning of nations until then. But at that time 

your people—everyone whose name is found 

written in the book—will be delivered. 

 

“‘At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your 

people,” 

 

“your people” always refers to Israel. Daniel’s concern for 

Israel is for his people. He’s been concerned ever since he was 

sent into captivity at the age of 20. So he spent 75 years in 

these foreign countries. 

 

“‘At that time Michael,”—who is he? He’s the archangel that 

made it possible for Gabriel to get through with the message.  

 

He was delayed for three weeks to get this vision through. But 

Michael comes along and he’s the angel of war. He’s the 

archangel. He is the angel that protects the interests of Israel. 

And when we have this many people dying, Israel needs 

protection. And so Michael’s stepping on center stage. He’s 

very important. 

 

“the great prince who protects your people, will arise.” 
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Why? 

 

“There will be a time of distress such as has not happened 

from the beginning of nations until then. But at that time 

your people—everyone whose name is found in the book—will 

be delivered.” 

 

Now just try to comprehend that. Something so horrible—it’s 

worse than anything that we could have experienced in 

human history. It’s worse than the holocaust. It is worse than 

Hitler. It’s worse than Idi Amin. It’s worse than Saddam 

Hussein.  

 

It’s difficult to comprehend the horror that’s taking place. And 

the Lord said it in Matthew 24. Now Daniel, as he opens this 

final study, says this is what it’s going to be like. 

 

“But at that time your people—everyone whose name is found 

written in the book—will be delivered.” 

 

Now don’t make an assumption. 

 

“To be delivered” doesn’t mean that their lives are going to be 

saved. 

 

Deliverance from the Lord’s point of view finally comes when 

we’re delivered from this body and we’re taken home. So many 

of those Jews will be delivered from physical life but they will 

go instantaneously into the presence of the Lord. It’s going to 
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be alright. They’ve been delivered. 

 

Here’s a great verse: 

 

Psalm 50:15 

 

Call upon me in the day of trouble; 

and I will deliver thee, and you shall glorify me.” 

 

Now don’t think that deliverance is going to be a miraculous 

preservation of a plane that’s going down and we’re going to 

live. It might be that we’re going to be delivered from this 

body and taken home to be with the Lord, which is His greater 

plan. 

 

See, we’re so used to figuring things out that we can tell God 

what we want and expect that He’s going to do it. And it just 

might be that God’s way of deliverance is going to be a whole 

lot different. 

 

We are prone to think that we have deliverance all figured out 

and that’s how it’s got to happen. Many of these Jewish people 

are going to die during this period. And of course that is the 

ultimate deliverance. 

 

This world leader has brought ten nations from Europe from 

the west. We have the north coming down from Syria and 

Russia. We have the south from Egypt and Africa coming up. 

And they’re all converging on Israel. And then out of the east 

is a 200 million man army and they are coming across the 
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Euphrates River and they’re all converging on Jerusalem. 

 

That is when Michael has to be involved. And that is the time 

that Christ is getting ready to come. And that’s the picture 

that’s going to be described in just a minute. 

 

Now, this is exciting. Are we glad we came? We should be. 

 

The KEY PHRASE is in verse 1—there’s just one key phrase: 

 

“There will be a time of distress such as has not happened 

from the beginning of the nations until then.” 

 

Now that period is called: 

 

Day of the Lord, 

 

Daniel’s 70th Week, 

 

the Tribulation, and  

 

the Time of Jacob’s Trouble. 

 

Now if we want to read more on that period, read Revelation 

6-19. There are SEVEN SEALS, SEVEN TRUMPETS, and 

SEVEN BOWL JUDGMENTS. That’s 21 judgments that are 

falling on the earth at this time. 

 

Many of them have to do with natural upheaval. There’s 

plenty of upheaval going on naturally in our universe right 
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now. 

 

There’s a great prophetic statement by a guy who had 

measured it. It’s been normal for the world to have 22,000 

earthquakes and we’ve already exceeded that number. That is 

a substantial rise in shaking this old place up. And they’re 

getting a lot more regular. 

 

Don’t get shook. Just be ready. 

 

But the same thing’s true with all kinds of natural 

phenomena. God is sovereign and when He’s not pleased with 

what’s going on He can certainly let us know. And we need to 

be looking up for the day of our redemption is drawing nigh. 

 

v. 2 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will 

awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame 

and everlasting contempt.  

 

“Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: 

some to everlasting life, and others to shame and everlasting 

contempt.” 

 

We get nervous and we’re wondering about these people who 

talk about “sleeping in the dust of the earth” and the minute 

we die until the day of resurrection, we’re going to be 

unconscious for all of these periods of years. That is not 

biblical. 

 

What the picture is here is that the Jews have died by the 
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multitudes. And they’re “sleeping in the dust of the earth.” 

 

What happens when we die? Well our body sleeps. When we 

look at somebody in the casket what do we think? He’s asleep. 

That’s just his body. His spirit’s gone instantaneously to be 

with the Lord. That’s just a shell that’s lying there. 

 

And it’s that shell that will be raised from the dust on the day 

of resurrection, when the glorified resurrected body is given. 

 

But long before then we are home with the Lord 

instantaneously. The minute we die, if we’re a Christian, 

we’re going to go into the Lord’s presence.  

 

And if we’re not a Christian we’re going to go to eternal 

torment and we’ll be there until the time. 

 

Now that’s uncomfortable for us but that’s biblical. And we’d 

rather be biblical and uncomfortable than to try to pacify 

anyone.  

 

What did Jesus say in Luke 16 to the rich man Lazarus? The 

rich man goes to hell and he’s begging like crazy for everybody 

to go tell his brothers so that they won’t come to this place of 

torment. And where’s Lazarus? In Abraham’s bosom just 

really living it up. He is great comfort and great peace.  

 

And so the picture here of death being asleep is a wonderful 

picture. It’s a euphemism to describe it. When somebody is 

sleeping, what are we looking forward to? When they wake up! 
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And that’s resurrection. It’s the normal thing to recognize that 

but sleep has nothing to do with the soul. 

 

“everyone whose name is found written in the book—will be 

delivered.” 

 

Because so many are going to come to know Christ during the 

seven year period, there are going to be a lot of names written 

in that book who’ve responded to the Messiah and they are 

going to be delivered by resurrection.  

 

“Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake…” 

 

And it says, “some to everlasting life, and others to shame and 

everlasting contempt.” 

 

Now that picture is deceiving. What that looks like is that 

resurrection’s going to come. And over here are going to be all 

the sheep. And over here are going to be all the goats. And the 

goats will go to hell and sheep are going to go to heaven. 

That’s not the way it happens. 

 

Let’s talk about the two resurrections. Jesus talked about it in 

John chapter 5 when He talked about the resurrection of the 

righteous and the resurrection of the wicked, or the 

unrighteous. 

 

Now there is a PATTERN to the two resurrections. 

 

There’s a resurrection, first of the RIGHTEOUS and then it’s 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



15 

 

a long time before the resurrection of the UNRIGHTEOUS. 

 

First Corinthians 15 says every man will be raised in his own 

order. It’s like military ranks. 

 

Okay let’s just say there’s THREE PARTS to the first 

resurrection and that’ll cover the whole thing. 

 

1. The first part is JESUS Himself. He is the only one who 

has risen from the dead and is still alive today. 

 

We have to disqualify Lazarus and Jairus’ daughter and the 

rest of them because they lived but they died. 

 

Jesus Christ rose from the dead, He conquered death and He 

lives today as our Savior. So He is the first in the order of 

resurrection. 

 

Who’s the second? 

 

2. US—brothers and sisters—if we know Christ. 

 

The rapture of the church—we have to take the church out of 

here before Daniel’s 70th week begins. 

 

Now that might be a little troublesome but we don’t mix Israel 

and the church. They don’t mix. Christ had to rise from the 

dead before the church could ever be given birth. Christ could 

not offer salvation to us until He had paid for the penalty of 

sin and had risen from the dead, which is God the Father’s 
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stamp of approval that salvation is now a package that can be 

ours by faith. 

 

And that’s why Pentecost comes next and we have the 

birthday of the church. But the church has to get out of here 

before the 70th week of Daniel, relating to Israel, begins. 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 

 

The Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with 

the voice of the archangel, [probably Michael] and the trumpet 

of God; and the dead in Christ [now that’s not the 

Presbyterians and the Episcopalians, that’s everybody who’s 

died as a believer] the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we 

which are alive and remain will be caught up together with 

them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we 

ever be with the Lord. 

 

There is a “catching away” of the church and that’s different 

from the second coming that we’re going to see as Christ 

comes to set up His kingdom. There’s a difference between the 

two. 

 

This one’s a meeting in the air with Him. 

 

Now 1 Thessalonians doesn’t tell us the rest of the story.  

 

1 Corinthians 15:51-55 

 

I show a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall be 
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changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye…because 

this mortal must put on immortality… 

 

So we who are here, in the blink of an eye when the rapture 

takes place will be instantaneously transformed with our 

resurrected body. We won’t go through the grave. Won’t that 

be fun if it happens? We don’t have to mess with all that stuff. 

But that’s not going to be bad either because we’re just going 

right into the presence of the Lord. 

 

Theologically we have to understand that God has all the 

bases covered. And some are going to be raised to everlasting 

life and some are going to be raised to shame and everlasting 

contempt. 

 

Okay, there’s one more phase because there’s one more group 

of people who still need to be raised.  

 

3. That group of people is the OLD TESTAMENT SAINTS 

and EVERYBODY WHO DIED DURING THE 

TRIBULATION PERIOD. 

 

God would not allow the kingdom to come without Israel to 

the nth degree. Every righteous Israelite will experience this 

kingdom because it has been promised to them. 

 

Now what about the “everlasting contempt”? 

 

The unrighteous dead will be raised at the end of the 1,000 

year reign of Christ. That’s Revelation 20:11-15. 
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God is so gracious because at the Great White Throne 

Judgment. He is going to grade everybody on their works 

because they said the reason they refused Christ was that 

they felt that their computer printout would get them into 

heaven. And it’s the basis for universal condemnation and 

they’re all cast into the lake which burns with fire and 

brimstone.  

 

That’s Revelation 20:11-15. 

 

Revelation 20:4-5 

 

And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgement 

was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been 

beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus [during the 

tribulation] and because of the word of God, and those who 

had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not 

received the mark on their forehead and upon their hand; and 

they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand 

years. The rest of the dead did not come to life until the 

thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection. 

 

The second one is that one after the kingdom. There it is! The 

graphic picture of resurrection is in those two verses and 

Revelation 20:4 and 5. 

 

Now, having said all that, are we clear? That the body sleeps 

but the spirit goes to be with the Lord. 
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Randy Alcorn writes: 

 

(Heaven by Randy Alcorn)  

 

“The dust returns to the ground it came from, and the spirit 

returns to God who gave it” (Ecclesiastes 12:7). At death, the 

human spirit goes either to Heaven or Hell. Christ depicted 

Lazarus and the rich man as conscious in Heaven and Hell 

immediately after they died (Luke 16:22-31). Jesus told the 

dying thief on the cross, “Today you will be with me in 

paradise” (Luke 23:43). The apostle Paul said that to die was 

to be with Christ (Philippians 1:23), and to be absent from the 

body was to be present with the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8). 

After their deaths, martyrs are pictured in Heaven, crying out 

to God to bring justice on Earth (Revelation 6:9-11). 

These passages make it clear that there is no such thing 

as “soul sleep,” or a long period of unconsciousness between 

life on Earth and life in Heaven. The phrase “fallen asleep” (in 

1 Thessalonians 4:13 and similar passages) is a euphemism 

for death, describing the body’s outward appearance. The 

spirit’s departure from the body ends our existence on Earth. 

The physical part of us “sleeps” until the resurrection, while 

the spiritual part of us relocates to a conscious existence in 

Heaven … 

p. 46 

 

Now we can be at peace and put that to bed. 

 

When Christ died on the cross and we appropriated that, it’s 

like God giving us a receipt. We have a place reserved in 
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heaven and we can count on it. And thank God for it. 

 

Adrian Rogers says: 

 

(The Passion of Christ and the Purpose of Life by Adrian 

Rogers)  

 

The empty grave is God’s eternal receipt that we have eternal 

life! If you want to stop for a while and praise God, go ahead. 

I’ll wait for you! 

p. 55 

 

And Lucado just waxes eloquent along this line. 

 

(Next Door Savior by Max Lucado)  

 

 Be they true, however—if the rock is rolled and the Lord 

is living—then pull out the fiddle and don your dancing shoes. 

Heaven unplugged the grave’s power cord, and you and I have 

nothing to fear. Death is disabled. Get on board, and let a pilot 

you’ve never seen and a power you can’t understand take you 

home. 

 Can we trust the proclamation? The invitation of the 

angel is “Come and see . . .” 

p. 154 

 

So yes. There are going to be those who are going to be raised 

from the dead at the end of this tribulation period and just 

before the kingdom. 
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v. 3 Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of 

the heavens, and those who lead many to 

righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.  

 

“Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the 

heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the 

stars for ever and ever.” 

 

The “wise” are those who walk with God.  

 

We are the greatest witness to the world around us as we 

walk with the Lord in a right relationship. And as we do, the 

glow on our face is going to be that which is going to impress 

others. 

 

It’s to “those who are wise,” those who respond to Him. They 

will “shine like the brightness of heaven.” 

 

Now Philippians chapter 2 has some great verses—holding 

forth the word of life. The word of life is giving a light to a 

“crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as 

lights in the world.” 

 

Matthew 5:16 

 

Let your light so shine before men that they may see your 

good works and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

 

We will “SHINE,” the Lord says here. 
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Peterson paraphrases it: 

 

 “‘Men and women who have lived wisely and well will 

shine brilliantly, like the cloudless, star-strewn night skies. 

And those who put others on the right path to life will glow 

like stars forever [and forever]. 

(source unknown) 

 

What a joy and what anticipation is ours. 

 

Sheila Walsh in her book says: 

 

(All That Really Matters by Sheila Walsh)  

 

We are to let the “lights” of our own spiritual lives shine so 

brightly that no one could possibly miss the glow. 

p. 154 

 

The glory of the Lord is seen in our face. 

 

Now when we get to verse 4 it’s over. Basically this is wrap-up 

time. There are some great things in these verses. The vision 

is pretty much finished.  

 

v. 4 But you, Daniel, close up and seal the words of the 

scroll until the time of the end. Many will go here 

and there to increase knowledge.” 

 

“But you, Daniel, close up and seal the words of the scroll 

until the time of the end. Many will go here and there to 
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increase knowledge.” 

 

“Daniel, you’re sitting here at 534 B.C. and we’re talking 

about 2,500 and something A.D. plus and still counting. You 

really don’t need to get nervous about this Daniel and worried 

about anything anytime soon. So go ahead and seal it and put 

it away.” 

 

But there’s going to be a time coming when “Many will go here 

and there to increase their knowledge.” 

 

Do people go to prophecy conferences? Want to get a crowd? 

Just tell somebody we’re going to talk on the man of sin or 

we’re going to talk on Daniel or we’re going to talk on the book 

of Revelation and everybody shows up. But we want to figure 

out what in the world is getting ready to happen in the future. 

 

That’s what it means—runs to-and-fro. 

 

There’s another verse though in Amos chapter 8. There is a 

famine for the Word of God and people will run everywhere to 

want to understand what the Word of God has to say.  

 

And the picture here is a frantic running everywhere, trying 

to figure it all out. And all God’s saying to Daniel is, “there’s 

no more information coming Daniel. That’s the last word. 

Please put a period at the end of the book and make sure the 

book is preserved and go on and do some other things because 

it will be meaningful at some time in the future.” 
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Steven Lawson in his book Famine in the Land talks about 

that Amos passage. He quotes Billy Graham’s interview. 

Listen to what was said: 

 

(Famine in the Land by Steven J. Lawson)  

 

In [an] interview, Billy Graham was asked, “If you had to 

live your life over again, what would you do differently?” His 

answer is noteworthy. “One of my great regrets is that I have 

not studied enough. I wish I had studied more and preached 

less. People have pressured me into speaking to groups when I 

should have been studying and preparing. Donald Grey 

Barnhouse said that if he knew the Lord was coming in three 

years, he would spend two of them studying and one 

preaching.”24 There is no substitute for the man of God being a 

diligent student of the Word of God! 

p. 89 

 

This present-day “famine” of “hearing the words [Amos 

8:11—that was it…must be traced back to a famine of 

preaching the Word. Surely John Scott is right when he 

observes, “The low level of Christian living is due more than 

anything else to the low level of Christian preaching.”51 [Oh, 

stab in the heart. And then he says] May preachers today 

expound the Book, the whole Book, and nothing but the 

Book—so help them God! 

pp. 98-99 

 

And that’s the answer. Getting back to the Word of truth and 

letting it permeate and change lives. 
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Now we move to Daniel personally. 

 

v. 5 Then I, Daniel, looked, and there before me stood 

two others, one on this bank of the river and one on 

the opposite bank.  

 

“Then I, Daniel, looked, and there before me stood two others, 

one on this bank of the river and one on the opposite bank.” 

 

Remember that when this all started back in study #19? The 

Lord showed up for Daniel’s 90th birthday party. That was the 

beginning. The curtain was lifted and we saw the pre-

incarnate Christ. He’s still here. Watch it, just a minute.  

 

He’s at the Euphrates River where this all began back there. 

 

Now these angels are still there. They’re not named here but 

one is on each side of the river. 

 

It’s hard to really relate to angels. But there are millions of 

them.  

 

We read, first of all, in: 

 

Revelation 5:11 

 

Then I looked, and heard the voices of many angels 

numbering thousands upon thousands and ten thousand times 

ten-thousand.  
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One guy figured that all out and it came to 100 million of 

them. 

 

Angelic beings are very much in presence. These were just 

around the throne of God at the time Revelation chapter 5 

describes heaven. 

 

Angels are not under stress. Angels don’t know about sin. 

Angels don’t know about redemption. Angels know NOTHING 

of the joy that is ours because the Savior came and gave His 

life. And angels are overwhelmed with what they have seen 

and experienced in that. 

 

v. 6 One of them said to the man clothed in linen, who 

was above the waters of the river, “How long will it 

be before these astonishing things are fulfilled?”  

 

“One of them said to the man clothed in linen,”—there he is. 

That’s the garment of a priest and Christ is the Prophet, the 

Priest and the King. 

 

“who was above the waters of the river,”—that’s no problem 

for him—“‘How long will it be before these astonishing things 

are fulfilled?’” 

 

Now is that a normal question or is that a normal question? 

 

Are we there yet? When’s it going to be? How soon is it going 

to take place? 
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v. 7 The man clothed in linen, who was above the 

waters of the river, lifted his right hand and his left 

hand toward heaven, and I heard him swear by him 

who lives forever, saying, “It will be for a time, 

times and half a time. When the power of the holy 

people has been finally broken, all these things will 

be completed.”  

 

“The man clothed in linen”—thank God Jesus is here. 

 

“who was above the waters of the river,”—look what He does—

“[He] lifted his right hand and his left hand toward heaven, 

and I heard him swear by him who lives forever,”—God the 

Father—“saying, ‘It will be for a time, times and half a time. 

When the power of the holy people has been finally broken, all 

these things will be completed.’” 

 

First of all, let’s get that “time, times and half a time.”  

 

We’ve had that once before earlier in Daniel. 

 

Remember how we figured it out?  

 

“TIME”—singular—one year. 

 

“TIMES”—plural—two years. 

 

“HALF TIME”—six months. 
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So what do we come up with? The 3 1/2 years, the 42 months, 

the 1,000 so many days. We’ll see all that right in these final 

verses. So he’s talking about the last half of the tribulation—

those 3 1/2 years. 

 

Why all the seals? Why all the trumpets? Why all the bowls? 

Why all these horrible things?  

 

Because Israel has to be broken in the same way we have to go 

through a brokenness experience where we yield the control of 

our lives and our wills completely to the Lord. 

 

That’s “coming unto me all ye who are weary and heavy laden 

and I’ll give you rest. Then take My yoke upon you and learn 

of Me. I’m meek and lowly of heart and you shall find rest for 

your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” (ref. 

Matt. 11:28-30) 

 

God breaks us and He’s in the process of doing that. And isn’t 

it interesting that the Lord, in revealing why these 3 1/2 years 

are going on, is Israel as stubborn and bullheaded. They’ve 

worshiped idols, they have refused to respond in obedience, 

and all of these things have happened to them until finally—

and the word is “broken”—until they are ready to do what the 

Lord wants them to do. 

 

v. 8 I heard, but I did not understand. So I asked, “My 

lord, what will the outcome of all this be?” 

 

“I heard, but I did not understand. So I asked, ‘My lord, what 
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will the outcome of all this be?’” 

 

“I heard, but I didn’t understand.”  

 

Isn’t that wonderful? When we don’t understand it, say so. 

Don’t blow smoke and try to act like we know it and 

understand it.  

 

Daniel is so humble and so transparent, “I don’t get it yet! 

Now sure I’m 91 and I’m probably not as sharp as I was and 

certainly not the sharpest knife in the drawer, but I don’t 

understand it. Please help me get a handle on this thing.” 

 

What is the outcome of all this going to be? 

 

v. 9 He replied, “Go your way, Daniel, because the 

words are closed up and sealed until the time of the 

end.  

 

“He replied,”—instead of answering his question—“‘Go your 

way, Daniel, because the words are closed up and sealed until 

the time of the end.” 

 

“Daniel, I’m handling it all. And the time of the end is coming 

in My sovereign plan and purpose.” The Father’s already 

declared all of that. 

 

1 Chronicles 16:31 

 

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice! Tell all the 
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nations that the LORD is king. 

 

Isaiah 14:24 

 

The Lord Almighty has sworn, “Surely, as I have planned, so 

it will be, and as I have purposed, so it will stand. 

 

“Everything is under control. It’s all in good shape Daniel. 

Just trust Me.” 

 

Now, there’s a very interesting verse in verse 10. Let’s look at 

it for just a second.  

 

v. 10 Many will be purified, made spotless and refined, 

but the wicked will continue to be wicked. None of 

the wicked will understand, but those who are wise 

will understand.  

 

“Many will be purified, made spotless and refined, but the 

wicked will continue to be wicked. None of the wicked will 

understand, but those who are wise will understand.” 

 

Now what’s happening? What’s the context? 

 

Horrible, horrible suffering. What is the result of that 

suffering? It’s THREE-FOLD: 

 

1. “Many will be purified,” 

 

Ever thought that the suffering we’re enduring is purifying 
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our priorities? It’s rearranging the landscape of our life. 

 

2. He makes us “spotless.” 

 

And we ultimately will be “made spotless” because He’s able to 

do that. 

 

Jude 24, 25 

 

And to present us faultless before His glory with exceeding 

joy.  

 

And the third word is: 

 

3. “refined.” 

 

That’s what’s happening to us when we’re in the crucible 

when we’re suffering. 

 

1. “purified,” 

 

2. “made spotless,” and 

 

3. “refined.” 

 

“but the wicked will continue to be wicked. None of the wicked 

will understand, but those who are wise will [definitely] 

understand.” 

 

2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 
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and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well 

when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His 

mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those 

who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel 

of our Lord Jesus. And these will pay the penalty of eternal 

destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the 

glory of His power. 

 

There are so many verses on this refinement business.  

 

Isaiah 48:10-11 

 

See, I have refined you, though not as silver; I have tested you 

in the furnace of affliction . . . 

 

Job 23:10 

 

He knows the way that I take and when he has tested [or 

refined] me, I will come forth as gold. 

 

We think of holiness as a performance. We think of holiness as 

doing certain things. And true, genuine biblical holiness is a 

product of the fruit of the relationship. It’s what the Lord is 

producing in us because we have a relationship with Him. 

 

Listen to Nancy Leigh DeMoss: 

 

(Holiness: The Heart God Purifies by Nancy Leigh DeMoss)  
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You and I will never experience appropriate grief and 

brokenness over our sin until we come to see that our sin is 

against God. 

p. 72 

 

The more ground you concede to sin, the more you dull your 

capacity for truth. As your conscience is violated, you 

gradually lose your moral compass—your ability to discern 

right from wrong.  

p. 77 

 

And then she quotes Oswald Chambers. 

 

(Holiness: The Heart God Purifies by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) 

 

The one marvellous secret of a holy life lies not in 

imitating Jesus, but in letting the perfections of Jesus 

manifest themselves in my mortal flesh. Sanctification is 

“Christ in you.” . . . Sanctification is not drawing from 

Jesus the power to be holy; it is drawing from Jesus the 

holiness that was manifested in Him, and [can be 

manifested in us].10 

 

10. Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest, July 23. 

p. 103 

 

No amount of striving or self-effort can make us holy. 

Only Christ can do that. As we turn our eyes upon Him, we 

will find Him to be our “priceless treasure, source of purest 

pleasure.”11 We will begin to desire Him—His beauty, His 
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righteousness—more than we desire the sparkling 

enticements this world has to offer. And we will be 

transformed into His likeness. 

 
11. “Jesus, Priceless Treasure,” words by Johann Franck, translated from German into 

English by Catherine Winkworth. 

p. 104 

 

Leonard Ravenhill led numerous revivals during his life. He 

wrote these words: 

 

(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss)  

 

Lord, engage my heart today 

with a passion that will not pass away. 

Now torch it with Thy holy fire 

that nevermore shall earth’s desire 

invade or quench the heaven born power. 

I would be trapped within Thy holy will, 

Thine every holy purpose to fulfill,… 

p. 84 

 

He’s basically saying it. It comes from an intimate, personal 

relationship. That’s the glow that shows up when we are the 

real article and we’re beginning to be a person that’s looking a 

lot like Jesus. 

 

Verse 11—what a way to go. 
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v. 11 “From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished 

and the abomination that causes desolation is set 

up, there will be 1,290 days.  

 

“‘From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the 

abomination that causes desolation is set up, there will be 

1,290 days.” 

 

Okay, we know there’s 3 1/2 years, don’t we? We know there’s 

42 months. Well if we take 42 and multiply it by 30, we come 

up with 1,260 days—not 1,290 days so we have a mistake in 

the Bible. We have 30 days we don’t know what to do with, 

right? 

 

That’s what the critics say but that’s not what we’re saying. 

 

Those 30 days have to be involved at the end of the tribulation 

in doing two horrendous things. 

 

Remember the sheep and the goats in Matthew 25—the 

judgment of the nations? That has to take place for the coming 

of the kingdom. Those who are on the right will go into the 

kingdom. Those who are on the left are going into 

condemnation. That’s the judgment of the nations. But there 

also has to be that final judgment of Israel. 

 

The righteous will be raised to go into the kingdom. The 

wicked, of course, will be waiting for that Great White Throne 

Judgment that will come at the end of the tribulation period. 
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Now we thought we had that one all solved and then there’s a 

bigger one in verse 12!  

 

v. 12 Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches the 

end of the 1,335 days.  

 

“Blessed is the one who waits for Him and reaches the end of 

the 1,335 days.” 

 

Now we have 75 days we have to deal with after the 

tribulation and before the kingdom! 

 

The tribulation is over, the resurrection’s taken place, the 

righteous are waiting! And we are there as well! 

 

When we’ve lived for the 1,335 days, it’s pay dirt. It’s going to 

be awesome because now we enter into the eternal kingdom. 

 

It’s going to be something pretty fabulous. 

 

v. 13 “As for you, go your way till the end. You will rest, 

and then at the end of the days you will rise to 

receive your allotted inheritance.” 

 

“‘As for you, you go your way till the end. You will rest, and 

then at the end of the days you will rise to receive your 

allotted inheritance.’” 

 

We have some important phrases to review. 
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Verse 1—“at that time” is there twice in verse 1. 

 

Verse 4—“until the time of the end.” 

 

Verse 7—“all these things will be accomplished (or 

completed).” 

 

Verse 9—“until the time of the end.” 

 

Verse 12—“the end.” 

 

Verse 13—“till the end” and “at the end.” 

 

On the panoramic screen it’s saying THE END! 

 

But really for us it’s just the beginning. 

 

Daniel, the old soldier, is walking off the field of battle for the 

last time. He’s preparing to go and be with the Lord. 

 

What a victorious, triumphant moment for him. 

 

Now there are 9 lessons that come out of the study. Take time 

to look over those and rejoice in them. 

 

Lesson #1: God has a sovereign purpose and plan for our lives 

that takes us from the womb to the tomb. 

 

Lesson #2: We have learned in this study that God uses 

suffering and adverse circumstances to deal with sin in our 
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lives, but also to mold and make us and refine us so that we 

become more Christlike. 

 

Lesson #3: Have you received Jesus Christ as your Lord and 

Savior? Do you have complete peace that your name has been 

recorded in the Lamb’s book of life? 

 

Lesson #4: There is a clear promise of resurrection both for the 

righteous and the wicked in verse 2. 

 

Lesson #5: The righteous will “awake to everlasting life” and 

the wicked to “shame and everlasting contempt” (verse 2). 

 

Lesson #6: “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he 

that winneth souls is wise” (Proverbs 11:30 KJV). 

 

Lesson #7: It is in the crucible of suffering that “many are 

purified, made spotless and refined” (verse 10). 

 

Lesson #8: “Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice! 

Tell all the nations that the LORD is king” (1 Chronicles 16:31 

NLT). 

 

Lesson #9: “The Lord Almighty has sworn, ‘Surely, as I have 

planned, so it will be, and as I have purposed, so it will stand’” 

(Isaiah 14:24 NIV). 

 

“Well, I had the honor of being asked to speak at the funeral of 

Daniel. He died and I’ve taken it very seriously to speak at the 

funeral of my friend.” 
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And at his funeral we can say NINE THINGS: 

 

1. He believed in a sovereign God. 

 

2. He had a disciplined prayer life. 

 

3. He studied the Word and he believed it. 

 

4. He had an understanding of spiritual warfare and the 

conflict between the righteous and the wicked. 

 

5. He sought only to glorify God, not himself. 

 

6. He realized that he had a work to do. 

 

7. He was tactful and considerate. 

 

8. He had insights into human history. 

 

9. He lived up to his name—God is judge. 

 

Charles Stanley said: 

 

(On Holy Ground: A Daily Devotional by Charles Stanley)  

 

Dear God, fix my gaze on the finish line. Help me race with 

all my might toward the goal. I rebuke negative thinking 

and potential defeat. I will finish my journey in victory. 

p. 377 
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Lord, what a privilege. We’re just overwhelmed to know that 

Your glorious kingdom is coming. And that Father, during this 

period of time, we’re to shine as lights to a crooked and 

perverse generation. We’re to glow and to walk in the light 

and to reveal to this lost and dying world that the Lord Jesus 

is the answer. We pray if there are those who do not know the 

Christ and have anxious concern about it, that they’ll 

experience the new birth by receiving Christ by faith. Lord, we 

pray that if You return soon, we rejoice with joy unspeakable 

and full of glory. For it’s in the name of Jesus we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of DANIEL 

 

“Our God Reigns” 

 

 

Study Number Twenty-Four -- Daniel 12:1-13 

 

             NOTES 
v. 1 “At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your 

people, will arise. There will be a time of distress such as has not 

happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at that 

time your people—everyone whose name is found written in the 

book—will be delivered. 

v. 2 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some 

to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. 

v. 3 Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the 

heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars 

for ever and ever. 

v. 4 But you, Daniel, close up and seal the words of the scroll until 

the time of the end. Many will go here and there to increase 

knowledge.” 

v. 5 Then I, Daniel, looked, and there before me stood two others, 

one on this bank of the river and one on the opposite bank. 

v. 6 One of them said to the man clothed in linen, who was above 

the waters of the river, “How long will it be before these 

astonishing things are fulfilled?” 

v. 7 The man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the 

river, lifted his right hand and his left hand toward heaven, and I 

heard him swear by him who lives forever, saying, “It will be for a 

time, times and half a time. When the power of the holy people has 

been finally broken, all these things will be completed.” 

v. 8 I heard, but I did not understand. So I asked, “My lord, what 

will the outcome of all this be?” 

v. 9 He replied, “Go your way, Daniel, because the words are closed 

up and sealed until the time of the end. 

v. 10 Many will be purified, made spotless and refined, but the 

wicked will continue to be wicked. None of the wicked will 

understand, but those who are wise will understand.  
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             NOTES 
v. 11 “From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the 

abomination that causes desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 

days. 

v. 12 Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches the end of the 

1,335 days. 

v. 13 “As for you, go your way till the end. You will rest, and then 

at the end of the days you will rise to receive your allotted 

inheritance.” 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Daniel 12:1-13 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. Describe carefully what is happening in verse 1. 

 

 

 

 

3. What will happen to those “whose name is found written in 

the book”, according to verse 1? 
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4. Describe in your own words what is taking place in verse 2. 

 

 

 

 

5. What is Daniel commanded to do, according to verse 4? 

 

 

 

 

6. What do you think is the meaning of the phrase in verse 7: 

“When the power of the holy people has been finally broken, 

all these things will be completed”? 

 

 

 

 

7. What is Daniel’s question in verse 8? How does the Lord 

respond to the question in verse 9? 

 

 

 

 

8. Describe what will happen to the “wise” and to the “wicked,” 

according to verse 10. 

 

 

 

 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



44 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: God has a sovereign purpose and plan for our 

lives that takes us from the womb to the tomb. 

 

LESSON #2: We have learned in this study that God uses 

suffering and adverse circumstances to deal with sin in 

our lives, but also to mold and make us and refine us so 

that we become more Christlike. 

 

LESSON #3: Have you received Jesus Christ as your Lord and 

Savior? Do you have complete peace that your name has 

been recorded in the Lamb’s book of life? 
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LESSON #4: There is a clear promise of resurrection both for 

the righteous and the wicked in verse 2. 

 

LESSON #5: The righteous will “awake to everlasting life” 

and the wicked to “shame and everlasting contempt” 

(verse 2). 

 

LESSON #6: “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he 

that winneth souls is wise” (Proverbs 11:30 KJV). 

 

LESSON #7: It is in the crucible of suffering that “many are 

purified, made spotless and refined” (verse 10). 

 

LESSON #8: “Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth 

rejoice! Tell all the nations that the LORD is king” (1 

Chronicles 16:31 NLT). 

 

LESSON #9: “The Lord Almighty has sworn, ‘Surely, as I have 

planned, so it will be, and as I have purposed, so it will 

stand” (Isaiah 14:24 NIV). 
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