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A Practical Study of DANIEL 

 

“Our God Reigns” 

 

 

Study Number Seven -- Daniel 4:1-18 

 

 

God Always Defies the Odds 

 

A certain archaeologist was digging in the Negev Desert in 

Israel and he came upon a sarcophagus containing a mummy. 

After examining it, he called the curator of a prestigious 

natural-history museum. 

 

“I’ve just discovered the 3,000-year-old mummy of a man who 

died of heart failure!” 

 

The curator replied, “Bring him in. We’ll check it out.” 

 

A week later, the amazed curator called the archaeologist. 

“You were right about the mummy’s age and cause of death. 

How in the world did you know?” 

 

The archaeologist replied, “Easy. There was a piece of paper in 

his hand that read, ‘10,000 shekels on Goliath.’” 

 
Citation: Source unknown; submitted by Van Morris, Mt. Washington, Kentucky © 2003 
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 2 

 

When we talk about getting older we have a kind of aura 

about us. We want people to know we are having the best time 

of our lives. And we are, most of us, if we have the right 

relationship with the Lord. 

 

This next little piece is very touching: 

 

Memory Bank Account 

 

The 92-year-old, petite, well-poised and proud lady, who is 

fully dressed each morning by eight o’clock, with her hair 

fashionably coiffed and makeup perfectly applied, even though 

she is legally blind, moved to a nursing home today. Her 

husband of 70 years recently passed away, making the move 

necessary.  

 

After many hours of waiting patiently in the lobby of the 

nursing home, she smiled sweetly when told her room was 

ready. As she maneuvered her walker to the elevator, I 

provided a visual description of her tiny room, including the 

eyelet sheets that had been hung on her window.  

 

“I love it,” she stated with the enthusiasm of an eight-year-old 

having just been presented with a new puppy. “Mrs. Jones, 

you haven’t seen the room . . . just wait.”  

 

“That doesn’t have anything to do with it,” she replied. 

“Happiness is something you decide on ahead of time. 

Whether I like my room or not doesn’t depend on how the 
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furniture is arranged . . . it’s how I arrange my mind. I 

already decided to love it.  

 

It’s a decision I make every morning when I wake up. I have a 

choice; I can spend my day in bed recounting the difficulty I 

have with the parts of my body that no longer work, or get out 

of bed and be thankful for the ones that do. Each day is a gift, 

and as long as my eyes open I’ll focus on the new day and all 

the happy memories I’ve stored away . . . just for this time in 

my life.” 

 

Old age is like a bank account . . . you withdraw from what 

you’ve put in. So, my advice to you would be to deposit a lot of 

happiness in the bank account of memories. Thank you for 

your part in filling my Memory bank. I am still depositing.  

 

Remember the five simple rules to be happy:  

 

1. Free your heart from hatred. 

 

2. Free your mind from worries. 

 

3. Live simply. 

 

4. Give more. 

 

5. Expect less. 

(source unknown) 
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When we studied the book of Daniel, we went way back B.C. 

Actually, Nebuchadnezzar is the king of Babylon and starts 

reigning in 605 B.C. and that is when the book of Daniel 

begins. 

 

The children of Israel have already been taken into captivity 

to the North and Assyria. Now the Southern Kingdom has not 

learned its lesson and they too are victims of being taken into 

captivity by Babylon. 

 

Nebuchadnezzar made a raid in 605 B.C. and came back in 

597 for a second time and in 586 B.C. the nation ceased to 

exist and everyone was taken into captivity. 

 

In that first time, when Nebuchadnezzar came to Jerusalem 

in 605 B.C., he had just become king of Babylon. He took a 

large group of Israeli hostages and took them to the land of 

Babylon. 

 

He chose out of that group some choice young men who he 

enlisted in Babylon University. It was the purpose of training 

them in the language and the culture and the whole political 

mechanism so they could serve effectively in the kingdom of 

Babylon. 

 

Among them were Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, and Daniel. 

They passed with flying colors although they had some trouble 

with the diet—remember in Episode One. 
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In Episode Two, Nebuchadnezzar had a dream and he called 

the whole brain trust in and said, “You have to do two things 

or I will have your lives taken.” 

 

“Number one, you have to tell me what the dream is and 

number two, you have to interpret it.” The brain trust goes up 

in smoke and before Daniel knows it, the next morning, 

Arioch, the commander of executions is at the door to say, 

“Daniel, you guys are going to have your heads on the block.” 

 

Daniel asks Arioch what had made the king so mad and 

Arioch tells him. Daniel then asked to go and talk to 

Nebuchadnezzar. 

 

In Episode Three of our study, Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego pray like crazy that God will reveal not only the 

interpretation of the dream, but the dream itself. God honors 

that. 

 

In Episode Four, Daniel saves the lives of all who are part of 

the brain trust along with themselves by telling 

Nebuchadnezzar the dream. 

 

Basically, to remind us of the dream, it had four parts to it. 

There was a head of gold, chest and arms of silver, thighs of 

bronze and feet of iron and clay. That represented the next 

four empires that were going to take place. 
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He starts out by saying, “Nebuchadnezzar, you are the head of 

gold.” Then Medio-Persia, which is going to happen right here 

while we study in this series, is the next empire.  

 

Following them is going to be Greece, then Rome and then the 

Messiah is going to come. That is basically the picture and it 

is perfect. That is the way history was played out from the 

dream that Nebuchadnezzar had. 

 

Nebuchadnezzar had one big problem and he still has it in 

this episode. That is his problem of pride. He was so arrogant 

and so proud that he built a ninety-foot-tall gold image of 

himself and told everyone they were going to bow and worship 

this image. 

 

Daniel was already, because of his favorable interpretation of 

the dream, somewhere else in the kingdom and was not there 

that day. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were there and 

when they played the music, they were supposed to all hit 

their faces and worship the gold image. 

 

They were three among the thousands of people still standing. 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to bow down. 

Nebuchadnezzar gave them one more chance because he didn’t 

want to destroy these promising young men. 

 

They still said, “No way, even if you give us a third and fourth 

chance, we are not going to get down. But we want to tell you 

something. Our God is able to deliver us from what you are 

getting ready to do.”  
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 7 

 

There was a big furnace for making the gold and getting it 

ready for the image. They had fired it up and it was to be the 

results for them to be thrown in there. 

 

They threw the three young men in there and 

Nebuchadnezzar looked in there and saw four. Out of that he 

recognized the God of the Universe as alive and well. 

 

Nothing happened to Nebuchadnezzar as a result of that. 

 

Fast forward thirty years. Daniel was twenty-four at the end 

of our last study. He is now fifty-four and Nebuchadnezzar has 

ten years left of life and then he is going to die. He is an old 

man. He is at the end of his career in the Babylonian Empire. 

He is still proud and arrogant and that is what God is dealing 

with now. 

 

How many of us have to go through painful experiences over 

and over again to learn the fact that we are not God? To learn 

the fact that we do not have control and that God has control? 

Out of that surrender and that brokenness comes the joy and 

blessing that can be ours. We need to learn that. 

 

Here is an old man with time running on the clock and there 

is a second dream. If we don’t learn it the first time, we will 

recognize things coming around in our life that look familiar. 

We’re looking at the same scenery, we are taking another trip 

because we haven’t learned it the first time and we are going 

to get it. 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



 8 

 

When it comes the second time, it is going to be more intense 

than the first time. He has a way of tightening the screws and 

turning up the heat when He doesn’t get full cooperation from 

us. 

 

Basically, we are going to watch a man fold and break. The 

rest of the story will go on into Episode Two in our next study 

as Daniel interprets for him. 

 

We’re going to drop in at the point when we are going to want 

the interpretation so we can find out what happens later. 

 

There is one verse in this study that makes this interesting. 

The first part should be the end of the story because 

Nebuchadnezzar has already experienced the answer and he 

is so excited he can’t stand it. 

 

So the study opens up with him blowing us away. We have to 

read it like that. Secondly, we have to read it as an edict. This 

is a king who is actually recording something that happened. 

It is probably recorded by Daniel for the purpose of preserving 

the history. This is the only place when we see the humanity 

of Nebuchadnezzar. It is very important.  

 

The one verse that summarizes the whole purpose of the study 

is verse 17. We will be there in just a few minutes. 
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Yes, Nebuchadnezzar has had another dream. GOD’S 

PURPOSE in this dream is given to us in verse 17 of our 

study: 

 

“The decision is announced by messengers, the holy ones 

declare the verdict, so that the living may know that the 

Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives 

them to anyone he wishes and sets over them the lowliest of 

men.” 

 

That tells us all through the book of Daniel, God wants to 

remind us that He is in control. He is sovereign and 

orchestrates the history of mankind. We are the happiest 

when we recognize that fact. 

 

This verse in Job illustrates this so beautifully. Listen to what 

Job says—this is close to the end of the book: 

 

Job 33:14-17 

 

For God does speak—now one way, now another—though man 

may not perceive it. In a dream, in a vision of the night, when 

deep sleep falls on men as they slumber in their beds, he may 

speak in their ears and terrify them with warnings, to turn 

man from wrongdoing and keep him from pride, 

 

There it is, to keep them from pride and that is why this 

dream is being given to Nebuchadnezzar in his old age. He has 

about ten years left and we are burning seven of them in the 
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study. He will come out of this with about three years left 

before he is history. 

 

Nebuchadnezzar is going to be confronted with a dream we 

are going to be looking at together. This in another way. A lot 

of times God, in dealing with people, will really let it all hang 

out when a person is getting close to their own physical 

demise. 

 

God loves us so much. He is not willing that any should perish 

but that all should come to repentance. And He will provide 

incredible opportunity after opportunity for us to get it right.  

 

Even this pagan Nebuchadnezzar, God is still dealing with 

him. Time is running on the clock and he is going to have to 

come home by the light of the moon because it is so late in the 

day. 

 

Will he learn the lesson? That is what we will be looking at in 

this great story. 

 

Commentator Rodney Stortz says: 

 

 In his book Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis called it “the 

great sin.” “There is one vice of which no man in the world is 

free; which everyone in the world loathes when they see it in 

others; and of which hardly any people, except some 

Christians, ever imagine that they are guilty themselves. 

There is no fault which we are more unconscious of in 
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ourselves; and the more we have it in ourselves the more we 

dislike it in others.”1 

 This vice is the sin of pride. Lewis called it “the great sin” 

because of the enmity it created not only between man and 

man, but between man and God. Jesus told the story of two 

men who lived in Jerusalem. One was a humble, poor beggar 

who loved the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The other 

was a proud, wealthy man who looked down upon the poor 

beggar and never took the time to look up to the living and 

true God. 

 They died about the same time. Since Lazarus, the poor 

beggar, was trusting in Jesus Christ alone for his salvation, he 

immediately went to Heaven. The wealthy man died and 

found himself in the torment of Hell. Now he looked up and 

saw Abraham far away with Lazarus at his side. He begged 

and pleaded that Abraham would send Lazarus to him for just 

a moment so he could dip his finger in water and cool his 

tongue because he was in such agony. 

 Abraham answered, “No.” He said, “There is a great 

chasm fixed so that no one in Heaven can cross over into Hell 

and no one in Hell can ever cross over into Heaven.” 

 Then the proud, wealthy man begged and pleaded with 

Abraham to send Lazarus back from the dead to his five 

brothers to tell them about this place of torment so they would 

not end up there. The wealthy man now understood how his 

pride and prosperity had kept his heart away from the Lord, 

and he was desperate to get his message out so his family 

would not end up in the same torment. 

(source unknown) 
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1 Peter 5:5-7 

 

You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all 

of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for 

GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE 

TO THE HUMBLE. Therefore humble yourselves under the 

mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, 

casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.  

 

Give all your worries and cares to God for He cares about 

what happens to you. 

 

The thing that is amazing about this study is this is a man 

who is proud. When we have something as serious as this 

happen, we really have a hard time talking about it, don’t we? 

 

Here is a man who is going to be insane for seven years and he 

is writing an edict about it. He is vulnerable to the point and 

he is going to let it all hang out there. 

 

Do we have that kind of ability? To be able to talk about our 

weaknesses and in speaking of our weaknesses with a 

transparency that God gets the glory because of what is 

happening in our life as a result of the fact we went through 

that experience and He is getting the glory from it? 

 

Some of the things that pride causes us to be still about are 

the very things that people need to hear because they need to 

know that Jesus was totally able to handle our circumstances. 
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If we have had victory, then certainly they can have victory 

too. 

 

That is what happens here. Here is a decree from 

Nebuchadnezzar. These documents are not phony. 

Nebuchadnezzar did not draft them by himself. Daniel helped 

him and they did not stop to make the copies. They are the 

real deal. This is exactly what happened. 

 

The interesting thing about 1 Chronicles is the life of David. 

There is the absence of seven critical things that we know 

about David that were not included. For instance, we will not 

find the affair with Bathsheba, or the murder of Uriah the 

Hittite, or the death of the baby, or the rebellion and the 

death of Absalom, or the rebellion of Adonijeh, or Amnon’s 

rape of his sister, or Absalom’s murder of Amnon. 

 

All of that is cut out. The thing that brings us peace about this 

is that God treats our record the same way. When we come to 

the cross of Christ, it is all cut out and He wants us to be set 

free.  

 

He put that there, taking a man like David and had all these 

things happen to him in his life and he participated in. “David 

this is how I see you. You are now a man after my heart and 

have demonstrated it in your repentance and brokenness and 

I have forgiven you and let’s go from here.” 
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There is a good possibility we will see Nebuchadnezzar in 

heaven as a result of the way he responds in this incredible 

study. 

 

The Bible is hard on pride. When we look at the book of 

Proverbs, pride is number one on the hate list. 

 

Proverbs 6:16, 17 

 

There are six things the LORD hates, seven that are 

detestable to him: haughty eyes (a proud look) . . . 

 

Proverbs 16:5 

 

The Lord detests all the proud of heart. Be sure of this: They 

will not go unpunished. 

 

Proverbs 8:13 

 

To fear the Lord is to hate evil; I hate pride and arrogance, 

evil behavior and perverse speech. 

 

Proverbs 16:18 

 

Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall. 

 

Proverbs 11:2 

 

When pride comes, then comes disgrace. 
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James 4:6 

 

God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble. 

 

Well, Nebuchadnezzar has run all the stop lights and now he 

has to go to court. He is going to be faced with these issues 

and will experience God’s hand in judgment. 

 

v. 1 King Nebuchadnezzar, To the peoples, nations and 

men of every language, who live in all the world: 

May you prosper greatly! 

 

“King Nebuchadnezzar, To the peoples, nations and men of 

every language, who live in all the world: May you prosper 

greatly!” 

 

See, it is an edict. It is a statement and he starts out formally 

by telling us that this thing is going to the people in every 

nation and every language and everybody who lives in the 

world. Then every politician’s wish is that the economy would 

be good.  

 

“‘May you prosper greatly’ because that is the longing of my 

heart.” 

 

Charlie Dyer had the chance to be in Babylon and see a lot of 

the archaeological research. He said: 
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On many of the bricks he had made for his building projects 

he stamped the following inscription: “I am Nebuchadnezzar, 

king of Babylon, king of everything from sea to far sea.” 

(source unknown) 

 

That is the kind of man we are dealing with. 

 

(Incense and Thunder: Experience Intimacy and Power with 

God through Prayer by Dudley Hall)  

 

One guy said, “My friend wrote a new book and the title 

is––I Was Always On My Mind.6 What a great title! That is 

our testimony, huh? We can’t seem to escape the tyranny of 

morbid self-consciousness. 

 
6. Steve Sampson, I Was Always on My Mind (England: Sovereign World Publishers, 1996). 

p. 23 

 

There are two key words in verse 2. 

 

v. 2 It is my pleasure to tell you about the miraculous 

signs and wonders that the Most High God has 

performed for me. 

 

“It is my pleasure”—that is the first word—“to tell you about 

the miraculous signs and wonders that the Most High God has 

performed”—that is the second word—“for me.” 

 

“It is a real pleasure to tell you the story of what’s happened 

to me as the result of the living God and what I have seen 

Him perform for me.” 
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He hasn’t told us anything that God has performed for him. 

Just think for a minute.  

 

First of all, he has had the dream of the image. That was an 

incredible thing to realize that he is the head of gold in the 

image.  

 

Secondly, he had the experience of the fiery furnace. That 

would be enough to make a believer out of anyone, to see four 

people in the furnace when they only put three in there.  

 

Thirdly, he has had another dream that he is getting ready to 

tell us about. 

 

All of these he sees as sovereign interventions in his life to get 

his attention. He is telling us, “It is a real pleasure and 

privilege to tell what the most high God has performed for me. 

What He has done to get my attention.” 

 

Find the key word in verse 3. This is going to get good! It 

occurs four times so we should be able to find it. 

 

v. 3 How great are his signs, how mighty his wonders! 

His kingdom is an eternal kingdom; his dominion 

endures from generation to generation. 

 

“How great are his signs, how mighty his wonders! His 

kingdom is an eternal kingdom; his dominion endures from 

generation to generation.” 
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His, His, His, His—it’s all about God not Nebuchadnezzar. 

Four times it is there. We see it one after another. His great 

“signs,” His mighty “wonders,” His “eternal kingdom,”  

 

“My kingdom’s not eternal. I’m getting old and I am going to 

die and my kingdom is going with it. And His kingdom is 

going to endure from generation to generation.”  

 

He is an old man who is getting it together. 

 

Psalm 145:13 

 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion 

endures through all generations. The LORD is faithful to all 

his promises and loving toward all he has made. 

 

Someone asked Oliver Wendell Holmes what was his secret to 

success. He answered with this great statement: 

 

(Age Doesn’t Matter Unless You’re a Cheese by Kathryn & 

Ross Petras)  

 

Young man, the secret of my success is that at an early age I 

discovered I was not God.  

–––JURIST OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES JR. 

p. 223 
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Notice verse 4. It says here we get a little handle on what 

happens when we are prosperous and successful. We don’t 

solve our pride by health, wealth, and prosperity.  

 

We immediately want to have our chest puffed out because 

we’re now a success. “Look what I have been able to 

accomplish without God!” That is the kind of things that come 

out of our mouths. 

 

v. 4 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at home in my palace, 

contented and prosperous. 

 

“I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at home in my palace,”—KEY 

WORDS—“contented and prosperous.” 

 

In Hebrew, “contented” means, “I was at rest and the national 

security was secure. There was nobody raiding against our 

borders.”  

 

This came later in his kingdom because he went through a lot 

of battles and a lot of wars. So this is later and he is at the 

pentacle of his success. The kingdom is at rest and secure. He 

has been there for a lot of years now and as an old man he is 

“contented and prosperous”—flourishing, investments are 

going up, everything turning up gold for him. He is really 

enjoying life. 

 

Remember Luke 12 when Jesus tells the story of the guy who 

is in the same condition? The guy says: 
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Luke 12:15–20 

 

. . . And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid 

up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be 

merry.”’ But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your 

soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have 

prepared?’  

 

In other words, realize that we are most vulnerable at the 

time of our greatest prosperity to rule God out of it because we 

don’t need Him. We have everything we need to satisfy our 

life. So many times people live lives like that. 

 

Dr. Charles Dyer says: 

 

Saddam Hussein has three ambitious goals: territory, 

economic power, and the elimination of the nation of Israel. 

Somehow it is not surprising that his goals reflect the goals of 

Nebuchadnezzar, who also wanted an empire, power, glory, 

and the destruction of Jerusalem. 

 Like Nebuchadnezzar, Saddam Hussein is full of pride. 

(source unknown) 

 

“There are so many God things that happen in my life. I get 

excited every morning, I wake up that way and I go to bed 

that way because I have lived the day to the fullest and I have 

a whole string of them going. I get more excited every day.” 

 

Henry Blackaby says this: 
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“Be careful how you handle the success God gives you! As you 

enjoy His blessings in your family, your business, or your 

ministry, keep in mind that you are an instrument in the 

hands of the Master. 

(source unknown) 

 

Don’t ever forget we are an instrument in His hands and He 

has chosen sovereignly to bless us. Don’t ever lose our attitude 

of gratitude over what He has provided for us. 

 

We get the reason he is there in verse 5. 

 

v. 5 I had a dream that made me afraid. As I was lying 

in my bed, the images and visions that passed 

through my mind terrified me. 

 

“I had a dream that made me afraid. As I was lying in my bed, 

the images and visions that passed through my mind terrified 

me.” 

 

He is being honest. He is saying, “I had a dream that was a 

barn burner of a nightmare and it scared me to death and 

made me afraid and terrified me.” 

 

Now in verse 6, he tells us what he did. 

 

v. 6 So I commanded that all the wise men of Babylon 

be brought before me to interpret the dream for me. 
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“So I commanded that all the wise men of Babylon be brought 

before me to interpret the dream for me.” 

 

We think after thirty years he would learn that the brain 

trust can’t do diddly. They have never solved a problem for 

him once. Couldn’t tell the dream and couldn’t give the 

interpretation. 

 

Now, why isn’t Daniel here? Sometimes God lets us come to 

the end of ourselves and our resources and let us try to figure 

it out ourselves. Then God’s man shows up and the answer 

comes and we recognize it and God gets great glory from that. 

 

It isn’t time for Daniel to come in yet. These boys are living 

because Daniel interpreted the first dream and have had 

thirty years of a career. He is going to wait until they exhaust 

their resources then bring in Daniel. 

 

Nebuchadnezzar commanded them all to come in and they are 

supposed to interpret the dream. 

 

Here they come, ready?  

 

v. 7 When the magicians, enchanters, astrologers and 

diviners came, I told them the dream, but they 

could not interpret it for me. 

 

“When the magicians, enchanters, astrologers and diviners 

came, I told them the dream, but they could not interpret it 

for me.” 
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v. 8 Finally, Daniel came into my presence and I told 

him the dream. (He is called Belteshazzar, [Daniel] 

after the name of my god, and the spirit of the holy 

gods is in him.) 

 

“Finally, Daniel came into my presence and I told him the 

dream. (He is called Belteshazzar, [Daniel] after the name of 

my god, and the spirit of the holy gods is in him.)” 

 

He made Daniel chief of the magicians after the first dream 

and he really respects him and the fact that over these years 

serving in his administration, he has had an incredible 

witness over his life and testimony.  

 

That is one thing that makes this so beautiful. To see how a 

guy can live in a foreign culture and can live in a pagan king’s 

court and have such a resilient and dynamic testimony. It is a 

great tribute. 

 

v. 9 I said, “Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians, I know 

that the spirit of the holy gods is in you, and no 

mystery is too difficult for you. Here is my dream; 

interpret it for me. 

 

“I said, “Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians,”—he had been 

elevated to the top dog—“I know that the spirit of the holy 

gods is in you, and no mystery is too difficult for you. Here is 

my dream; interpret it for me.” 
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Now, he is going to tell us his dream. It is going to be so easy 

to interpret it. We can go with it and in just a few minutes we 

will be through the dream and we will have it all interpreted. 

It will be so easy. This will be a chance to let the Spirit of God 

take scripture knowledge and let us interpret stuff that we 

think is really irrelevant. Just pay attention to it and we will 

come to the same conclusions. 

 

v. 10 These are the visions I saw while lying in my bed: 

I looked, and there before me stood a tree in the 

middle of the land. Its height was enormous. 

 

“These are the visions I saw while lying in my bed: I looked, 

and there before me stood a tree in the middle of the land. Its 

height was enormous.” 

 

Now whenever we think of a tree in scripture, do we ever 

think of a tree in relationship to people anywhere?  

 

Psalm 1:1-3 

 

Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the 

wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of 

mockers. But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his 

law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by 

streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose 

leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers. 

 

Jeremiah 17:7, 8 
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But blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose 

confidence is in him. He will be like a tree planted by the 

water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear 

when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no 

worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.” 

 

Colossians 2:6, 7 

 

Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk 

in Him, having been firmly rooted and now being built up in 

Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, 

and overflowing with gratitude. 

 

We are to be sending our roots down into Jesus Christ. The 

deeper the roots go, the better we are able to handle the 

storms that life throws at us, a beautiful picture of the 

relationship of a tree to a person. 

 

This tree is enormous and all it tells us is that the career of 

Nebuchadnezzar has been very significant and very extensive. 

 

Verse 11 gives us four more things about the tree and verse 12 

gives us six more. 

 

v. 11 The tree grew large and strong and its top 

touched the sky; it was visible to the ends of the 

earth. 

 

“The tree grew large and strong and its top touched the sky; it 

was visible to the ends of the earth.” 
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Make no mistake about it, Nebuchadnezzar’s career as the 

Emperor of Babylon has been very extensive and very 

significant and had worldwide ramifications. 

 

Now look at what it says in verse 12. 

 

v. 12 Its leaves were beautiful, its fruit abundant, and 

on it was food for all. Under it the beasts of the field 

found shelter, and the birds of the air lived in its 

branches; from it every creature was fed. 

 

“Its leaves were beautiful, its fruit abundant, and on it was 

food for all. Under it the beasts of the field found shelter, and 

the birds of the air lived in its branches; from it every creature 

was fed.” 

 

Put all ten of those words together—the words from the 

previous verse and the six we just looked at and we come up 

with two words––what are they? 

 

Contented and prosperous. That is what we learned in verse 

four. This is the description of being totally content with every 

need satisfied and very prosperous. 

 

Nebuchadnezzar is seeing a tree that describes his kingdom 

and what is happening. 

 

He is saying, “Look what I have been able to accomplish.” 

Those are some of the hardest people to reach by the way. 
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People who are very successful. They just don’t have a need 

and they think we are weird to be dependent upon somebody 

outside ourselves. 

 

Deuteronomy 8:17, 18 

 

You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my 

hands have produced this wealth for me.” But remember the 

Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce 

wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your 

forefathers, as it is today. 

 

Moses said, “‘I am getting ready to die’ and you guys when you 

get into the land there is a real temptation to think that you 

are the one who did it.” 

 

Now God is ready to get his undivided attention. 

 

v. 13 “In the visions I saw while lying in my bed, I 

looked, and there before me was a messenger, a 

holy one, coming down from heaven. 

 

‘“In the visions I saw while lying in my bed, I looked, and 

there before me was a messenger, a holy one, coming down 

from heaven.” 

 

An angel shows up and the angel is going to have a message. 

Now for Nebuchadnezzar with this huge tree which has been 

described for us. See how easy this is?  
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v. 14 He called in a loud voice: ‘Cut down the tree and 

trim off its branches; strip off its leaves and scatter 

its fruit. Let the animals flee from under it and the 

birds from its branches. 

 

“He called in a loud voice:”—this is the angel, look what he 

says, this gets scary, he says six things and we don’t like any 

of them, now listen I want to tell you something, this isn’t the 

only way God deals with people who aren’t Christians, this is 

the way He deals with you and me so pay real close attention 

and realize this is what could be going on in our lives, God is a 

disciplinarian and He won’t sit around and pussy foot with 

you when He needs to be teaching you something, these words 

will become characteristic so hang on to it.  

 

“‘Cut down the tree and trim off its branches; strip off its 

leaves and scatter its fruit. Let the animals flee from under it 

and the birds from its branches.” 

 

None of that is pretty. 

 

“Cut down the tree, trim off its branches” 

 

John 15:1, 2 

 

I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser 

“Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; 

and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may 

bear more fruit. 
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“strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit. Let the animals flee 

from under it and the birds from its branches.” 

 

What do we think Nebuchadnezzar is thinking when he sees 

it?  

 

“Daniel, you can write my obituary. It is over and we are 

cutting down the tree. I am done. I had not planned on it 

ending quite like this. I didn’t think it would come so fast.” 

 

We live life and think it is going to keep on going on and we 

are going to keep beating the odds and we don’t have any 

urgency and necessity to get it done. We come to something 

like this and an angel comes along and says, “I am cutting 

down your tree and stripping your branches.” All of this is 

going to happen and we overreact and we think we are going 

to die. 

 

All of these things can be true in the life of a believer. We are 

proud we are a Christian. We are proud of the fact of all the 

things we have been able to accomplish in our life and we 

have a computer print-out that we think is going to pass 

heaven’s scrutiny and we are going to be glorified in heaven. 

We have missed it all because the only thing we are going to 

glorify in heaven is not a thing, we are going to be glorifying 

the Lord Jesus Christ. All that He has done for each of us in 

humble, broken gratitude. We are excited about what the Lord 

has done, that is heaven. 
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When God sees pride in our lives as Christians, then He deals 

with it and that is part of the discipline we go through. Some 

of these things can describe experiences that we have so that: 

 

Hebrews 12:11 

 

All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but 

sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards 

it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness. 

 

He doesn’t do it because He is mad. He wants us to enjoy 

maximum fulfillment throughout eternity. He lovingly applies 

the board of education to the seat of knowledge. He wants to 

accomplish His purposes in our lives. 

 

There was a heckler who was fussing with a politician as he 

was making a speech. He said, “I wouldn’t vote for you if you 

were Saint Peter!” The politician said “If I were Saint Peter, 

you wouldn’t be in my precinct.” 

(source unknown) 

 

When you see an old guy like Ben Franklin make a statement 

like this and he was not a believer—he believed in God–but 

listen to his statement at 80 something years of age: 

 

The longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of this 

truth, that God governs in the affairs of man; and if a sparrow 

cannot fall to the ground without his notice, is it probable that 

an empire can rise without his aid? 

—Benjamin Franklin 
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(From InfoSearch 3.51) 

 

We hear a statement like that and we almost feel like 

Nebuchadnezzar is making that kind of a statement. 

 

v. 15 But let the stump and its roots, bound with iron 

and bronze, remain in the ground, in the grass of 

the field. “‘Let him be drenched with the dew of 

heaven, and let him live with the animals among 

the plants of the earth. 

 

“But let the stump and its roots, bound with iron and bronze, 

remain in the ground, in the grass of the field.” 

 

Now there is a little bit of hope if we take this grass realm and 

we’re going to protect the stump for a period of time so it 

doesn’t get damaged. There is a future for Nebuchadnezzar 

after this is over.  

 

“‘Let him be drenched with the dew of heaven, and let him live 

with the animals among the plants of the earth.” 

 

We are going to find when Daniel interprets it in our next 

study, that will be something he will focus on.  

 

Nebuchadnezzar is the center of everything in this episode. 

His name is mentioned 37 times here in these verses that we 

are looking at. It is obvious that the total focus is upon the 

tree and he is the tree. 
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See the little word “Let,” just part of the way down in the 

verse? That is the difference now. We are talking about 

Nebuchadnezzar, not the tree. Nebuchadnezzar is the tree but 

now it specifically has to do with him and getting ready for 

Daniel to interpret it. 

 

“Let him be drenched with the dew from heaven,” and now, 

“let him live with the animals among the plants of the earth.” 

 

What he is getting ready to do is he’s telling him what is going 

to happen to him.  

 

v. 16 Let his mind be changed from that of a man and 

let him be given the mind of an animal, till seven 

times pass by for him. 

 

“Let his mind be changed from that of a man and let him be 

given the mind of an animal, till seven times pass by for him.” 

 

He is going insane. He is going to become an animal and live 

like one for seven years. That is what is said in this verse. 

 

He doesn’t realize how close he is to what is going to happen. 

 

Nebuchadnezzar, “Let his mind be changed from that of a man 

and let him be given the mind of an animal,” till seven times 

pass over him. 

 

When we continually live in sin and when we continue to 

stubbornly resist what God is trying to do in our life, we 
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literally do begin to live the life of an animal. Everything is far 

short of what God would have for us and it takes over.  

 

That is the only way to explain what is happening with the 

terrorists in our world. They have lived so long with such 

hardened hatred that they are acting like animals and have 

no sense of the value and the eternity that is involved in 

human life and existence. 

 

We see it in the hate that is going on in our country itself. 

Never in the history of our land have we had so much hatred 

and hurt that’s just blaspheming through the press and the 

media all in the excuse of trying to defend a political position. 

We can kill each other with the minds of an animal. 

 

Mark 5:1-13 

 

They came to the other side of the sea, into the country of the 

Gerasenes. When He got out of the boat, immediately a man 

from the tombs with an unclean spirit met Him, and he had 

his dwelling among the tombs. And no one was able to bind 

him anymore, even with a chain; because he had often been 

bound with shackles and chains, and the chains had been torn 

apart by him and the shackles broken in pieces, and no one 

was strong enough to subdue him. Constantly, night and day, 

he was screaming among the tombs and in the mountains, and 

gashing himself with stones. Seeing Jesus from a distance, he 

ran up and bowed down before Him; and shouting with a loud 

voice, he said, “What business do we have with each other, 

Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I implore You by God, do 
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not torment me!” For He had been saying to him, “Come out of 

the man, you unclean spirit!” And He was asking him, “What 

is your name?” And he said to Him, “My name is Legion; for 

we are many.” And he began to implore Him earnestly not to 

send them out of the country. Now there was a large herd of 

swine feeding nearby on the mountain. The demons implored 

Him, saying, “Send us into the swine so that we may enter 

them.” Jesus gave them permission. And coming out, the 

unclean spirits entered the swine; and the herd rushed down 

the steep bank into the sea, about two thousand of them; and 

they were drowned in the sea. 

 

What a dramatic demonstration.  

 

Romans 1:22-28 

 

Professing to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the 

glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of 

corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and 

crawling creatures. Therefore God gave them over in the lusts 

of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies would be 

dishonored among them. For they exchanged the truth of God 

for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than 

the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. For this reason God 

gave them over to degrading passions; for their women 

exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, 

and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural 

function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one 

another, men with men committing indecent acts and 

receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error. 
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And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any 

longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those 

things which are not proper,  

 

Mark 7: 21-23 

 

“For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil 

thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, deeds of 

coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, 

slander, pride and foolishness. “All these evil things proceed 

from within and defile the man.” That is the description when 

life becomes something like this. 

 

John Ortberg says: 

 

(Love Beyond Reason by John Ortberg)  

 

Spirituality wrongly understood produces people who are 

smug, self-righteous, unable to love, unable to feel. It produces 

cold hearts, plastic masks, sad faces, inauthentic lives, and 

shriveled souls. 

p. 135 

 

Satan knows if he can capture the mind. If he has our body, he 

can change the heart. He has the citadel and then the rest of 

it is what he accomplishes in life.  

 

Look at verse 17, this is our key verse. We started with it. 
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v. 17 “‘The decision is announced by messengers, the 

holy ones declare the verdict, so that the living may 

know that the Most High is sovereign over the 

kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he 

wishes and sets over them the lowliest of men.’ 

 

““‘The decision is announced by messengers,”—there is more 

than one angel involved here—“the holy ones declare the 

verdict, so that the living may know”—this is the reason 

Nebuchadnezzar is going through this—“that the Most High is 

sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone 

he wishes and sets over them the lowliest of men.’” 

 

Psalm 75:6, 7 

 

No one from the east or the west or from the desert can exalt a 

man. But it is God who judges: He brings one down, he exalts 

another. 

 

What a privilege to be used by God. 

 

Carolyn Custis James said: 

 

(When Life and Beliefs Collide by Carolyn Custis James)  

 

First, our lives are purposeful. We are not being flung 

about by chaos or chance. God’s good purposes are in place for 

each of us, moving forward exactly as he has planned. His 

parental hand is mightily at work behind the scenes at all 

times and in every detail. Every second counts. He never loses 
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interest or takes his eyes off us for a moment. Each experience 

and situation serves his good purposes for us. He wants us to 

know him and to be close to him. He is steadily restoring his 

image in us so that we will be able to enjoy him fully and 

reflect his likeness in our world. 

p. 77 

 

Nancy Leigh DeMoss says: 

 

(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss)  

 

You don’t want to surrender to God’s control? You won’t 

bow to His will in relation to your marriage, your morals, your 

attitudes, your tongue, your eating habits, your spending 

habits, or the way you spend your time? Then count on it—the 

very points on which you refuse to surrender will become 

“enemies” that rule over you—lust, greed, possessions, food, 

sloth, immorality, anger, etc. 

p. 43 

 

A person who has never acknowledged Christ’s right to rule 

over his life has no basis for the reassurance of salvation.  

 

Verse 18, our last verse as the curtain drops. 

 

v. 18 “This is the dream that I, King Nebuchadnezzar, 

had. Now, Belteshazzar, [Daniel] tell me what it 

means, for none of the wise men in my kingdom can 

interpret it for me. But you can, because the spirit 

of the holy gods is in you.” 
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‘“This is the dream that I, King Nebuchadnezzar, had. Now, 

Belteshazzar, [Daniel] tell me what it means, for none of the 

wise men in my kingdom can interpret it for me. But you can, 

because the spirit of the holy gods is in you.”’ 

 

Here are the lessons that come out of our text: 

 

Lesson #1: The “Most High God” is fully capable of 

accomplishing His purpose and plan for our world and for us 

individually. 

 

Lesson #2: “How great are his signs, how mighty his wonders!” 

(verse 3). 

 

Lesson #3: “His kingdom is an eternal kingdom: his dominion 

endures from generation to generation” (verse 3). 

 

Lesson #4: Nebuchadnezzar has a pride problem in that 

everything about him is focused on himself. 

 

Lesson #5: Once again we are witnesses to the fact that 

human beings are totally limited when it comes to 

interpreting God’s dreams and messages without God or His 

Spirit guiding them. 

 

Lesson #6: Daniel is one whom Nebuchadnezzar says “the 

spirit of the holy gods is in him” (verse 8). 

 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



 39 

Lesson #7: Prosperity can lead to a greater pride when the 

focus is upon our personal achievements. 

 

Lesson #8: “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 

living God” (Hebrews 10:31). 

 

Lesson #9: The reason for the decision and the verdict, from a 

divine perspective, is “so that the living may know that the 

Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men” (verse 17). 

 

Lesson #10: “The Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of 

men and [He] gives them to anyone he wishes and [He] sets 

over them the lowliest of men” (verse 17). 

 

Lesson #11: God is the judge and He puts down one and sets 

up another. 

 

Kenneth Gangel concludes this particular study with a story 

of sovereignty that is very graphic: 

 

 My friend Les Flynn tells great stories, and this one 

requires no editing or paraphrasing: it can speak to us just the 

way he wrote it. 

 

 One night a man was speeding down a highway when 

he fell asleep at the wheel. Soon his glassy stare was fixed 

on the centerline. For a while he held the steering wheel 

like a robot racing through the June, moonlit night. 

 Suddenly a sharp pain in his chest jolted him awake. It 

was just in time, for looming out of the darkness were two 
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headlights, and he was on the wrong side of the road, 

heading right toward them. He jerked his steering wheel to 

the right. He almost lost control of his car. A huge truck 

zoomed by, missing him by inches. He pulled off the 

pavement, limp. 

 After regaining his calm, he opened the door to get out. 

As he stood up, an object fell from his lap to the ground. He 

stooped to pick up the still form of a little bird! As he held 

the small brown form in his hand, he remembered the pain 

which had struck his chest and aroused him just in time to 

avoid the accident. A sparrow had somehow made a flight 

in the night, which sparrows seldom do, and had darted 

into the open window of the speeding automobile, striking 

him in the chest with sufficient force to awaken him. It was 

the split-second timing of Providence. It was God’s sparrow 

and the man knew it. Just then the bird fluttered into 

consciousness and flew into the night (Flynn, p. 192). 

(source unknown) 

 

Make no mistake about it, we are here for some purpose and 

this might be our last day on earth. We should be excited to 

get home and eager to see the Lord face to face.  

 

Don’t just sit around thinking there is a day when we are 

going to get it together. Today is the day. Let’s get serious. We 

have to get serious because time is running out. 

 

Bill Bright describes what he does in the final stretch: 
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(The Journey Home: Finishing with Joy by Bill Bright, 

Afterward by Vonette Zachary Bright)  

 

This entire home stretch is a joy for me to be able to 

intercede, write, and record as He inspires me. It is the 

fulfillment of a lifelong goal to have this time, which I must 

admit I might not have set aside had not our sovereign God 

allowed doctors to order me to slow down. There is great joy in 

this perspective on the temporary illness God has allowed 

until He calls me to His next assignment. 

p. 129 

 

Michelle McKinney says: 

 

(Get Over It and On With It! by Michelle McKinney 

Hammond)  

 

When you thought you were in control, did things go any 

better? I can tell you the answer: No. True, the problem with 

leaving everything up to God is that nothing is in your control. 

And yet, when we finally come to the end of ourselves and let 

go, He surprises us with joy. He surprises us with things 

better than our eyes have ever seen, our ears have ever heard, 

or our hearts have ever imagined. God’s imagination is 

incredible. The most amazing thing is that He knows what we 

want and need even better than we do. And when we least 

expect it, He comes bearing an unbelievable package filled 

with all our heartfelt desires and dreams come true. 

p. 134 

 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



 42 

Jonathan Edwards put it this way: 

 

(Get Over It and On With It! by Michelle McKinney 

Hammond)  

 

I have been before God, 

and have given myself, 

all that I am and have, 

to God; so that I am not, 

in any respect, my own. . . . 

I have given myself clear away, 

and have not retained 

any thing as my own. 

JONATHAN EDWARDS1 

 
 1. The Works of Jonathan Edwards, Volume 1, “Memoirs of Jonathan Edwards: 

Chapter IV: His Diary” (Carlisle, Pa.: Banner of Truth Trust, 1976), xxv. 

p. 47 

 

(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss)  

 

God says instead, “Here’s a blank piece of paper. I want you to 

sign your name on the bottom line, hand it back to Me, and let 

Me fill in the details. Why? Because I am God; because I have 

bought you; because I am trustworthy; because you know how 

much I love you; because you live for My glory and not your 

own independent, self-promoting pleasure.” 

Signing that blank paper is risky . . . if God dies or if He 

ever falls off His throne or if He is not, in fact, trustworthy. 

But the reality is that we have nothing to lose by signing the 

blank contract. Oh, we may lose some things that the world 
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considers valuable or essential. But in the eternal scheme of 

things, we cannot lose, because He is a God who can be 

completely trusted. If we will let Him, God will fill in the 

details of our lives with His incomparable wisdom and 

sovereign plan, written in the indelible ink of His covenant 

faithfulness and love. 

p. 60 

 

Father, we thank You that we have addressed issues that all 

of us face. The very things that we see that repulse us in the 

lives of others are in our own lives. Help us with a broken 

spirit of surrender to really realize that You desire and it is 

Your purpose to have Your purpose prevail, Your plan to be 

accomplished not ours. Enable us to understand that we must 

yield total and complete control to You to know the joy that 

can be ours. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of DANIEL 

 

“Our God Reigns” 

 

 

Study Number Seven -- Daniel 4:1-18 

 

            Notes 
v. 1 King Nebuchadnezzar, To the peoples, nations and men of 

every language, who live in all the world: May you prosper greatly! 

v. 2 It is my pleasure to tell you about the miraculous signs and 

wonders that the Most High God has performed for me. 

v. 3 How great are his signs, how mighty his wonders! His 

kingdom is an eternal kingdom; his dominion endures from 

generation to generation. 

v. 4 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at home in my palace, contented and 

prosperous. 

v. 5 I had a dream that made me afraid. As I was lying in my bed, 

the images and visions that passed through my mind terrified me. 

v. 6 So I commanded that all the wise men of Babylon be brought 

before me to interpret the dream for me. 

v. 7 When the magicians, enchanters, astrologers and diviners 

came, I told them the dream, but they could not interpret it for me. 

v. 8 Finally, Daniel came into my presence and I told him the 

dream. (He is called Belteshazzar, after the name of my god, and 

the spirit of the holy gods is in him.) 

v. 9 I said, “Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians, I know that the 

spirit of the holy gods is in you, and no mystery is too difficult for 

you. Here is my dream; interpret it for me. 

v. 10 These are the visions I saw while lying in my bed: I looked, 

and there before me stood a tree in the middle of the land. Its 

height was enormous. 

v. 11 The tree grew large and strong and its top touched the sky; it 

was visible to the ends of the earth. 

v. 12 Its leaves were beautiful, its fruit abundant, and on it was 

food for all. Under it the beasts of the field found shelter, and the 

birds of the air lived in its branches; from it every creature was 

fed. 
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            Notes 
v. 13 “In the visions I saw while lying in my bed, I looked, and 

there before me was a messenger, a holy one, coming down from 

heaven. 

v. 14 He called in a loud voice: ‘Cut down the tree and trim off its 

branches; strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit. Let the animals 

flee from under it and the birds from its branches. 

v. 15 But let the stump and its roots, bound with iron and bronze, 

remain in the ground, in the grass of the field. “‘Let him be 

drenched with the dew of heaven, and let him live with the 

animals among the plants of the earth. 

v. 16 Let his mind be changed from that of a man and let him be 

given the mind of an animal, till seven times pass by for him. 

v. 17 “‘The decision is announced by messengers, the holy 

ones declare the verdict, so that the living may know that 

the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and 

gives them to anyone he wishes and sets over them the 

lowliest of men.’ 

v. 18 “This is the dream that I, King Nebuchadnezzar, had. 

Now, Belteshazzar, tell me what it means, for none of the 

wise men in my kingdom can interpret it for me. But you 

can, because the spirit of the holy gods is in you.” 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Daniel 4:1-8 and in your own words pull out the main 

thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What four things does Nebuchadnezzar say about God and 

His kingdom in verse 3? 
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3. What does Nebuchadnezzar say about himself in verse 4? 

 

 

 

 

4. How does Nebuchadnezzar characterize Daniel in verse 8? 

 

 

 

 

5. Describe Nebuchadnezzar’s vision, according to verses 10-

12. 

 

 

 

 

6. What did the holy one say to do with the tree, according to 

verse 14? 

 

 

 

 

7. What instructions were given with regard to the stump, 

according to verse 15? 
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8. What is the two-fold purpose of this vision, according to 

verse 17? 

 

 

 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

LESSON #1: The “Most High God” is fully capable of 

accomplishing His purpose and plan for our world and for 

us individually. 

 

LESSON #2: “How great are his signs, how mighty his 

wonders!” (verse 3). 

 

LESSON #3: “His kingdom is an eternal kingdom: his 

dominion endures from generation to generation” (verse 

3). 

 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



 48 

LESSON #4: Nebuchadnezzar has a pride problem in that 

everything about him is focused on himself. 

 

LESSON #5: Once again we are witnesses to the fact that 

human beings are totally limited when it comes to 

interpreting God’s dreams and messages without God or 

His Spirit guiding them. 

 

LESSON #6: Daniel is one whom Nebuchadnezzar says “the 

spirit of the holy gods is in him” (verse 8). 

 

LESSON #7: Prosperity can lead to a greater pride when the 

focus is upon our personal achievements. 

 

LESSON #8: “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 

living God” (Hebrews 10:31). 

 

LESSON #9: The reason for the decision and the verdict, from 

a divine perspective, is “so that the living may know that 

the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men” 

(verse 17). 

 

LESSON #10: “The Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms 

of men and [He] gives them to anyone he wishes and [He] 

sets over them the lowliest of men” (verse 17). 

 

LESSON #11: God is the judge and He puts down one and sets 

up another. 
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