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A Practical Study of DANIEL 

 

“Our God Reigns” 

 

 

Study Number Eight -- Daniel 4:19-37 

 

All Nebuchadnezzar has left is his pride. We learned that God 

hates pride more than anything else in the world. And we all 

deal with that in one way or the other. We are blinded by it 

and not aware it is an offense to God or we are very much 

aware of it and are struggling with it to become the kind of 

people He wants us to be. 

 

In the hate list that God has beginning in: 

 

Proverbs 6:16-19 

 

There are six things the LORD hates, seven that are 

detestable to him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that 

shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet 

that are quick to rush into evil, a false witness who pours out 

lies and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers. 

 

We read in James: 

 

James 4:6 
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But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “GOD IS 

OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE 

HUMBLE.” 

 

In 2 Chronicles we read about Manasseh. Manasseh was a guy 

who started out really terrible as a king. He did evil in the 

eyes of the Lord. Part way through the guy woke up to reality 

and he turned back to God. This verse is really something.  

 

2 Chronicles 33:13 (NLT) 

 

Manasseh had finally realized that the Lord alone is God. 

 

We read that and we wish in our heart of hearts that all of us 

could wake up to that truth before we have to go through the 

painful experiences that we are going to witness in our study. 

 

Listen to what James Boice says to explain why God treats 

Nebuchadnezzar the way He does and then we will jump into 

the text: 

 

 The next part of the story is about Nebuchadnezzar’s 

punishment, and it is significant. It is not a case of God 

merely going down a list of the various punishments available 

and saying, “Let’s see now . . . Nebuchadnezzar. Eeny, meeny, 

miney, moe—let’s take this one: insanity.” God does not 

operate that way. Everything God does is significant. So when 

God caused Nebuchadnezzar to be lowered from the pinnacle 

of pride to the baseness of insanity and to be associated with 

the beasts and behave like a beast, God was saying by that 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



 3 

punishment that this is the result when men give the glory of 

God to themselves. They become beastlike. In fact, they 

become even worse than beasts. Because beasts, when they 

are beastlike, are at least behaving the way beasts should 

behave. But we, when we become beastlike, behave not only 

like beasts, which is below where we should behave and is 

therefore bad enough, but even worse than beasts. 

(source unknown) 

 

That really makes a lot of sense when we begin to see the 

passage. 

 

Last week Nebuchadnezzar had this dream. Evidently he 

went to a Mexican restaurant and had too much to eat and 

went home and had this nightmare of a dream. 

 

It was a gigantic tree, remember, and it is growing very big 

and very prosperous. Nebuchadnezzar, himself, said as he 

commented on his own situation, “I am contented and 

prosperous”. That means that he has done well as the 

Emperor of Babylon, the King. 

 

Since our study in chapter 3, we fast forward thirty years. 

 

Daniel was twenty-four when we left him and now he is 

thirty-four. Nebuchadnezzar has had thirty years further in 

his kingdom. He also has had Daniel at his side in all of that 

time. It has been an incredible experience to see the 

relationship between this pagan king and this religious man 
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filled with integrity and how he related to Nebuchadnezzar 

and vice versa. 

 

What happened is the brain trust could not interpret a dream 

just like in chapter 2. He calls Daniel and tells him the dream 

and we drop the curtain.  

 

We are ready now for the interpretation. The dream has been 

spoken. It is a big tree and look at what verse 19 says as we 

dig into the text.  

 

v. 19 Then Daniel (also called Belteshazzar) was greatly 

perplexed for a time, and his thoughts terrified 

him. So the king said, “Belteshazzar, do not let the 

dream or its meaning alarm you.” Belteshazzar 

answered, “My lord, if only the dream applied to 

your enemies and its meaning to your adversaries! 

 

“Then Daniel (also called Belteshazzar)”—Remember 

Nebuchadnezzar renamed all of these guys—“was greatly 

perplexed for a time, and his thoughts terrified him. So the 

king said, “Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or its meaning 

alarm you.” Belteshazzar answered, “My lord, if only the 

dream applied to your enemies and its meaning to your 

adversaries!” 

 

As soon as he gets on the stage, he is almost struck dumb in 

the presence of royalty and a friend he has prayed for at least 

34 years. He prayed that he would wake up and get his life 

right with God.  
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 5 

 

Here he is, right now, having to give a very painful revelation 

that he would hate to give anybody. It starts out with two 

words: “perplexed” and “terrified”. The first word could mean 

astounded that he is in this position and what he has to say. 

Terrified is really horrified.  

 

A king, if they didn’t say something right, could take their life. 

Even though Daniel had worked for him for thirty something 

years, he could be through if Nebuchadnezzar really doesn’t 

like what he is hearing in the interpretation. 

 

We get a feeling of how arrogant and how proud 

Nebuchadnezzar is by his response to this. 

 

Here is Daniel, he has this personal relationship with God and 

he knows that when God says something, God does it. God 

always carries out His purposes without fail. Nebuchadnezzar 

has always bumped into religion and has had some serious 

thoughts. Then goes on and lets things continue like they are 

because he has never really been brought to the place where 

he would have to be totally dependent on anybody. 

 

That is why he is so arrogant and proud. We know a lot of 

people like that. They go through crisis after crisis but as soon 

as the crisis is over and they get things back to normal they 

say, “I got through that one so I will just go on and live the 

way I have always lived.” They end up dying, going you know 

where. 
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Nebuchadnezzar says to Belteshazzar [Daniel], “Don’t let that 

meaning alarm you, don’t let that bother you. It is only a 

dream.” But Belteshazzar answered “My lord, if only the 

dream applied to your enemies and its meaning to your 

adversaries”.  

 

“I would feel so much better but it applies to you, my friend. 

My confidant, a man I have worked for thirty-four years, and 

have prayed for and look at what is getting ready to happen to 

you.” 

 

Nebuchadnezzar just leans back on the throne and says, “Lay 

it on me man then get over it. Tell me what the deal is.” There 

is no hesitation at all from the standpoint of Nebuchadnezzar. 

He is not in a frame of mind to really be taught anything until 

God puts the screws on him.  

 

We are really going to see that in the whole chapter as it 

unfolds. 

 

Daniel, with great personal compassion and thinking maybe 

this would be the answer to prayer, Nebuchadnezzar has ten 

years left of his life and will die off the scene after this 

passage. We will meet new people in our next episode and we 

will be moving on forward in Daniel’s life and story. 

 

This man has ten years left and seven of them are going to be 

in a state of insanity. He really only has three years left of life. 

It is late in the game for him and they have been working 

together all that time and now naturally Daniel hurts. 
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v. 20 The tree you saw, which grew large and strong, 

with its top touching the sky, visible to the whole 

earth, 

 

“The tree you saw, which grew large and strong, with its top 

touching the sky, visible to the whole earth,” 

 

He stops and describes three things. All three of those things 

describe the twenty years we haven’t looked at of 

Nebuchadnezzar.  

 

During his administration he has won military battle after 

military battle and he has extended the kingdom. He is kind 

of like Solomon. He is riding the crest and is at the height of 

his career. He is prosperous and content and has won victory 

after victory and there are no military operations going on 

right now.  

 

He is really living the high life and spending most of his 

money developing the city of Babylon. He is famous for the 

hanging gardens which were one of the wonders of the world 

in those days. He is living in opulence and in wealth. He is 

content in every way. 

 

What are those three phrases?  

 

1. “which grew large and strong,”  

 

2. “with its top touching the sky,” and  
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 8 

 

3. “visible to the whole earth.” 

 

It has worldwide ramifications. 

 

Verse 21 gives us a few more phrases. Don’t get lost in the 

process. 

 

v. 21 with beautiful leaves and abundant fruit, 

providing food for all, giving shelter to the beasts of 

the field, and having nesting places in its branches 

for the birds of the air— 

 

“with beautiful leaves and abundant fruit, providing food for 

all, giving shelter to the beasts of the field, and having nesting 

places in its branches for the birds of the air—” 

 

That is four more key phrases. We put the seven of them 

together and we have a description of the magnitude and the 

colossal success of Nebuchadnezzar as the king of Babylon.  

 

1. He has grown “large and strong,”  

 

2. His tree is “touching the sky,”  

 

3. it is “visible to the whole earth,”  

 

4. It has “beautiful leaves,”  

 

5. “abundant fruit,”  
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 9 

 

“giving shelter to the beasts of the field,” and  

 

7. has “nesting places in the branches for the birds of the 

air.” 

 

Author John Ortberg writes: 

 

CEO Thinks He Is a Self-Made Man 

 

Not long ago, there was a CEO of a Fortune 500 company who 

pulled into a service station to get gas. He went inside to pay, 

and when he came out he noticed his wife engaged in a deep 

discussion with the service station attendant. It turned out 

that she knew him. In fact back in high school before she met 

her eventual husband, she used to date this man. 

 

The CEO got in the car, and the two drove in silence. He was 

feeling pretty good about himself when he finally spoke: “I bet 

I know what you were thinking. I bet you were thinking you’re 

glad you married me, a Fortune 500 CEO, and not him, a 

service station attendant.” 

 

“No, I was thinking if I’d married him, he’d be a Fortune 500 

CEO and you’d be a service station attendant.”  

 
Citation: John Ortberg in Love Beyond Reason (Zondervan, 1998), pp. 142-43 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday.com) 

 

When we get to verse 22 there is a revelation. 
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v. 22 you, O king, are that tree! You have become great 

and strong; your greatness has grown until it 

reaches the sky, and your dominion extends to 

distant parts of the earth. 

 

“you, O king, are that tree! You have become great and strong; 

your greatness has grown until it reaches the sky, and your 

dominion extends to distant parts of the earth.” 

 

“you, O king, are that tree!”  

 

Does that remind us of anybody else confronting somebody 

with that definite and pointed little phrase? 

 

One commentator said: 

 

Many commentators have noted the similarity between the 

phrase “you, O king, are that tree!” and Nathan’s words to 

David, “You are the man!” (2 Sam. 12:7). 

(source unknown) 

 

Nebuchadnezzar, no more questions, “you, O king, are that 

tree.” 

 

Then he takes the things that we have just looked at and 

interprets them for us.  

 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



 11 

“You have become great and strong and your greatness has 

grown until it reaches the sky. Your dominion extends to the 

distant parts of the earth.”  

 

That is contentment. That is flourishing. 

 

That is all we have had thus far in chapter 4. 

 

So the picture that is described for us now is that 

Nebuchadnezzar is a tree. There are some phrases in verse 23 

we need to look for. As we look for these, they are going to get 

very personal and make us very uncomfortable.  

 

v. 23 “You, O king, saw a messenger, a holy one, coming 

down from heaven and saying, ‘Cut down the tree 

and destroy it, but leave the stump, bound with 

iron and bronze, in the grass of the field, while its 

roots remain in the ground. Let him be drenched 

with the dew of heaven; let him live like the wild 

animals, until seven times pass by for him.’ 

 

‘“You, O king, saw a messenger, a holy one, coming down from 

heaven and saying, “Cut down the tree and destroy it, but 

leave the stump, bound with iron and bronze, in the grass of 

the field, while its roots remain in the ground. Let him be 

drenched with the dew of heaven; let him live like the wild 

animals, until seven times pass by for him.”” 
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That is the end of the definition of the tree. The word “Let” is 

going to describe personally what Nebuchadnezzar’s going to 

experience as a result of the judgment.  

 

As we stop at this point, he said, “An angel came to you in 

your dream and that angel interpreted as he came down from 

heaven and gave some commands.” He said “Cut down the 

tree . . . but leave the stump”.  

 

The only reason they put that iron and bronze cap on it is for 

the next seven years it will be protected. We will learn in just 

a moment that is an indication that the kingdom will be 

restored when Nebuchadnezzar learns his lesson. That is the 

end of the story and we will understand all of that in just a 

minute. 

 

He says then, “Let him be drenched with the dew of heaven; 

let him live like the wild animals, until seven times pass by 

for him.” 

 

“until” is our key word and we will see it twice. That means he 

is going to be in that condition for seven years.  

 

The only reason this is going to last seven years is God knows 

Nebuchadnezzar will not wake up about his pride and deal 

with it before he’s been insane for seven years. 

 

The principle is this–if we are in the crucible and we are 

struggling with issues in our life that seem irrational, and we 

are having great difficulty addressing with any semblance of 
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sanity, we are going to stay there until we properly respond 

and deal with that issue. 

 

A lot of people get mad at God about this. We think, “Boy, I 

don’t deserve this or what have I done.” They forget the whole 

issue of spiritual growth and being made like Christ. That is 

God working every day to make us into the kind of person we 

need to become. 

 

Every one of us has that same problem of pride. We want 

control and we want to run the show. We believe it could even 

be a joint venture and God will bless it. We have all kinds of 

little ways to rationalize but we are not going to get out of it 

because we have the word “until”. That word is key. We are 

going to see it one more time with a different statement and 

then we are going to see another word “when.”  

 

“Until,”  

 

“until,” and  

 

“when.” 

 

All three of them give us the same message loud and clear.  

 

“Let him,” is describing what is going to happen to him at the 

end of the verse.  
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“be drenched with the dew of heaven and let him live him live 

like the wild animals, until seven times [years] pass by for 

him.” 

 

v. 24 “This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the 

decree the Most High has issued against my lord 

the king: 

 

‘“This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree the 

Most High has issued against my lord the king:” 

 

Nebuchadnezzar is mentioned sixty times in these verses so it 

is obvious who is on center stage. God is dealing in his life. 

 

Nebuchadnezzar does not relate to being submissive and does 

not relate to losing. It is foreign to him for someone to make a 

decree to him that he can’t control. This just flies over his 

head and he is not taking this seriously.  

 

Daniel makes it clear to him.  

 

“This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree the 

Most High has issued against my lord the king.” 

 

God has not lost one and Nebuchadnezzar hasn’t lost one 

either. We have two undefeated coming together against one 

another and we know who is going to win this one. We will see 

it in the final verses. 
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v. 25 You will be driven away from people and will live 

with the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle 

and be drenched with the dew of heaven. Seven 

times will pass by for you until you acknowledge 

that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms 

of men and gives them to anyone he wishes. 

 

“You will be driven away from people and will live with the 

wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle and be drenched 

with the dew of heaven. Seven times will pass by for you until 

you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the 

kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes.” 

 

“Until” what? We get a little more definition.  

 

“until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over 

the kingdoms of men and give them to anyone he wishes.”  

 

“You are not somebody special, man. God is sovereign and He 

chose to let this happen for you and chose that to be so and 

you are running around like you deserve it. You are acting like 

you have accomplished all this by yourself and that is an 

offense to the God who has chosen, sovereignly, to allow this 

to happen.”  

 

There is the conflict. 

 

“Until you [Nebuchadnezzar] acknowledge, and that will be 

seven years from now before that is going to happen.” 
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Notice another little word there that is very strong?  

 

Oftentimes in the Old Testament if we read this little word, it 

is a decree and it will be accomplished and it’s never been left 

unaccomplished. That is the little word “will.” It is there four 

times and we’ve added one more to make it five. 

 

1. “You WILL be driven away from people,” 

 

2. “You…WILL live like the wild animals,” 

 

3. “You WILL eat grass like cattle,” 

 

4. “You…WILL be drenched with the dew of heaven,” and 

 

5. “Seven times WILL pass by for you.” 

 

In other words, “This is written in concrete and you can count 

on it. It is going to happen until you acknowledge that the 

Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and He 

gives them to anyone He wishes.” 

 

What that teaches us is we go through refining experiences. 

That is what Peter called them. “Beloved, think it not strange 

concerning the fiery trials which are to try you as though some 

strange thing happens unto you.” 

 

In the process of that we stay in a refiner’s fire as long as 

there is slag we are not dealing with. As long as we are 

resisting it or questioning it or we are fighting it and we are 
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resentful, God is going to allow it to go on until He gets a 

favorable response. 

 

The length of the adversity has to do with our response to the 

trial that has been allowed to accomplish the purpose that He 

wants to have done in our life. 

 

That isn’t bad. It is bad to resist it. When we get up in the 

morning say “God, You are the Master Potter. Throw me Your 

wheel and make me more like Your Son. You have free game, 

take my hands, take my eyes, my feet, my mind and take my 

body. Take the whole thing, and do whatever You have to do 

with it to use me today because I don’t want to get into this 

discipline and resistance stuff. I can’t afford to live a day this 

late in my life where I am grieving and quenching the Holy 

Spirit. I want to be having the daily continual experience of 

the presence of Christ, living in me, filled by the Spirit and 

used for His glory and honor. There is no joint venture in this 

deal. God, You have taught me. I am Yours and do whatever 

You need to do.” 

 

Nebuchadnezzar is the original prodigal son. The prodigal son 

came to his senses in the far country when he was slopping 

the hogs and wanted to eat the food of the hogs.  

 

Nebuchadnezzar is playing that out in just a little different 

way. 
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v. 26 The command to leave the stump of the tree with 

its roots means that your kingdom will be restored 

to you when you acknowledge that Heaven rules. 

 

“The command to leave the stump of the tree with its roots 

means that your kingdom will be restored to you when you 

acknowledge that Heaven rules.” 

 

See the word “when?” It all triggers a response on our part for 

what God allows. We stay in there until then. He says, “your 

kingdom will be restored to you when you acknowledge that 

Heaven rules.”  

 

God is on the throne and He rules the universe and our 

greatest joy is to be His vessel. It is so simple. It is when we do 

that, we will be restored. 

 

How can we give to the win and what do we have to do to get 

there? 

 

First of all, repentance. We have to acknowledge that we are 

offending the Lord.  

 

“Search me O God and know my heart!” Don’t live a wishy-

washy life of singing sweet little choruses and reading our 

Bible, memorizing verses, sacrifices, leadership at church—

perform, perform, perform. 

 

Come on and let God put His light on our life. Let Him show 

the crud that is down there. Let Him reveal it to us. Don’t 
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deny it because we are going to have to face it one day 

anyway. Let Him bring it up. Let Him tell us what offends 

Him and then when we repent about it, don’t just say “God, 

I’m sorry.” Renounce it. 

 

Some people ask, “How in the world have you had it for all 

these years in marriage?” The reason we have is because we 

have both renounced a lot of things in our lives that we 

brought into the marriage but knowing that they were a 

personal offense to each other. Those things have been 

forsaken and thrown away. Are we unhappy about that? No, 

we are really glad because every time one of them goes, we get 

happier and closer. 

 

That is exactly the way it is with God. When we pitch it out 

and it is gone, we are free from it, the shackles are gone and 

we have been set free. We know the truth and the truth shall 

make us free. We are filled with joy. We find ourselves in a 

position of even greater effectiveness and more fruitfulness. 

That thing that was secret in our heart, that we weren’t even 

aware of, is gone and now we glorify God. 

 

Repent and really mean it by renouncing. 

 

The prodigal son had to say, “How many servants of my father 

have more bread than they can eat and I am perishing here 

with hunger?” Then what did he say? “I will rise and go to my 

father.” 
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That doesn’t do it. Later it says that he arose and went to his 

father. That did it. He acted upon what he knew he needed to 

do. 

 

Repentance, Renounce—and the third R—Restore. It is a piece 

of cake. The length of the trial is determined by our 

repentance and then the response comes. 

 

We see how patient and gracious God is. During these thirty-

four years that Daniel has been working for Nebuchadnezzar, 

there has been a great relationship and he has prayed for this 

very hour. 

 

When we get to verse 27, we have a courageous man in Daniel 

because we don’t recommend anything to the king. Here at the 

end of the interpretation, Nebuchadnezzar is just as arrogant 

as ever but Daniel looks right at him and says: 

 

v. 27 Therefore, O king, be pleased to accept my advice: 

Renounce your sins by doing what is right, and 

your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed. It 

may be that then your prosperity will continue.” 

 

“Therefore, O king, be pleased to accept my advice: Renounce 

your sins by doing what is right, and your wickedness by 

being kind to the oppressed. It may be that then your 

prosperity will continue.”’ 
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God is such a God of grace that when He gets an immediate 

response, a lot of times we don’t have to go through all of that 

stuff that God originally designed to accomplish the purpose. 

 

Jonah went through a whale of an experience to end up in 

Nineveh and what does he find? He has a bunch of people in 

sackcloth and ashes. God chooses not to bring the judgment 

that Jonah went to preach about because they responded. 

That is what God said––“they responded and I am not going to 

judge them because of that.” 

 

When Moses came down and threw those tablets at the base of 

that golden calf, God went up in smoke on top of the mountain 

literally and said, “I am going to destroy them all.” Moses 

said, “No, No, No, please give us time, forgive.” The 

forgiveness begins to take place and the people are allowed to 

continue. 

 

Read 1st and 2nd Kings and 1st and 2nd Chronicles and we 

will see several kings who had a moment just like Manasseh 

who realized God is God and they deal with the sin in their 

lives. God comes back and says, “This judgment still stands 

but you will not experience it in your life. You will die before it 

ever happens.” 

 

1 Kings 21:29 

 

“Have you noticed how Ahab has humbled himself before me? 

Because he has humbled himself, I will not bring this disaster 
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in his day, but I will bring it on his house in the days of his 

son.” 

 

In other words, “Because of your response, you are not going 

to have to go through the pain of all of this because I love you 

and I recognize your response.” 

 

We see that in a guy named Josiah. It says, “you humbled 

your heart before Me and therefore, God will speak.” 

 

Daniel is operating on the fact that God is gracious when we 

repent, renounce and respond. There will be things that were 

designed to accomplish that purpose that would have been 

very painful, disciplinary action on the part of God in our lives 

that are avoided because we faithfully responded. 

 

This is a last-ditch effort. He is begging Nebuchadnezzar to 

come on and show some good faith at this point and trust 

Him. 

 

David Jeremiah says: 

 

 God always warns us before He sends judgment. He says, 

“Listen and obey or suffer the consequences.” He sent a voice 

from heaven as the warning, but He gave the king a chance to 

turn his life around. I believe that God does that for us today. 

He tells us, “Look, you’re headed for a crash. Turn around or 

you’ll land in a ditch that’s so deep you won’t be able to pull 

yourself out.” 

(source unknown) 
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So do it, handle the problem but we are just like 

Nebuchadnezzar. We are just floating around thinking that 

we are pleasing God and He is going to have the big book up 

there and it is going to all be fine. He will cut us some slack 

and we are going to enjoy heaven. That is a life in the pit. 

 

God is saying, “You come on home and let me deal with you. 

Surrender yourself. I want to work in your life.” 

 

“Nebuchadnezzar, come on, I want to work in your life. Back 

off and let Me do My work.” 

 

v. 28 All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 

 

“All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar.” 

 

Now we are ready for verse 29. Now can we say God is not a 

God of grace, a God of love and He hates discipline and He 

hates the famine? Look what this says. 

 

v. 29 Twelve months later, as the king was walking on 

the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 

 

“Twelve months later, as the king was walking on the roof of 

the royal palace of Babylon,” 

 

See what happens when a man is proud and arrogant? He is 

confronted with an issue. Maybe it is the death of a friend or 

maybe it is a divorce or a job loss. Or maybe it is something 
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else that is dramatic and he thinks God is really speaking to 

him. Then he gets a little further away from it and he thinks, 

“You know what? It was just a bad piece of luck.” He 

rationalizes it. 

 

Nebuchadnezzar is thinking, “Daniel really did get me 

thinking. Six months have already gone by and nothing has 

happened. I told you it wouldn’t happen and it never has 

happened so it is back to business as usual.” 

 

He has finished all of his building projects. He has huge 

buildings with flat roofs so he can get up and see the Tigris 

River, the hanging gardens, the throne room and all of the 

spectacular buildings he has built.  

 

It is evidently a full moon night. The light is just cascading 

over the whole area of Babylon and he is feeling warm fuzzies 

big time. He is walking around on the roof of the palace. 

 

Charles Dyer says: 

 

One night Nebuchadnezzar was walking on the roof of his 

royal palace, very likely the southern palace located just 

inside the inner city walls between the Procession Street and 

the Euphrates River. From his vantage point, he could look 

over his throne room, the royal living area, the courtyards, 

and living and working space for his vast inner circle of 

government workers. Next to the palace he could see the 

famous hanging gardens. 
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 Nebuchadnezzar admired the city of Babylon and 

reflected on how it mirrored his greatness. Full of his own 

importance, he exclaimed, “Is not this the great Babylon I 

have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for 

the glory of my majesty?” . . . 

 No doubt about it—Babylon was majestic. 

Nebuchadnezzar had buried the Ishtar Gate built by his 

father so he could construct a new (and far more magnificent!) 

Ishtar Gate on top of it. He rebuilt the southern palace, 

constructed the hanging gardens, repaired the walls around 

the city, restored the tower of Babel and the temple to 

Marduk, and built or extensively repaired most of the other 

temples in the city. His building exploits were legendary. 

(source unknown) 

 

v. 30 he said, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built 

as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for 

the glory of my majesty?” 

 

“he said, ‘Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the 

royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my 

majesty?”’ 

 

He is guilty on all three counts.  

 

“Is not this the great Babylon I have built”—there is the first 

one—“by my mighty power”—there is the second one—“for the 

glory of my majesty?”—there is the third one. 
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“I have built…by my mighty power and for the glory of my 

majesty.” 

 

C. S. Lewis is not too far off when he writes in his book Mere 

Christianity. 

 

(Mere Christianity by C. S. Lewis) 

 

I have heard people admit that they are bad-tempered, or that 

they cannot keep their heads about girls or drink, or even that 

they are cowards. I do not think I have ever heard anyone who 

was not a Christian accuse himself of this vice [pride]. There 

is no fault which makes a man more unpopular, and no fault 

which we are more unconscious of in ourselves. And the more 

we have it ourselves, the more we dislike it in others. 

Christians are right: it is pride which has been the chief cause 

of misery in every nation and every family since the world 

began. Other vices may sometimes bring people together: you 

may find good fellowship and jokes and friendliness among 

drunken people or unchaste people. But pride always means 

enmity — it is enmity. And not only between man and man, 

but enmity to God. 

(source unknown) 

 

v. 31 The words were still on his lips when a voice came 

from heaven, “This is what is decreed for you, King 

Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been 

taken from you. 
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“The words were still on his lips when a voice came from 

heaven, ‘This is what is decreed for you, King 

Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken from 

you.” 

 

Look how quickly the judgment comes when the hour is here—

“in a moment, in a twinkling of an eye.”  

 

We are going to see this in Daniel chapter 5: “you are weighed 

in the balances and found wanting.”  

 

It is very sobering when God does come to act. There is no 

time left to respond. It will happen. 

 

When we read verse 31, we have to try to be practical and 

figure out what happened to the administration for seven 

years in the absence of the king. Daniel probably has been 

trained for thirty-four years to fill in beautifully. 

 

We almost think he made a wildlife refuge in the palace 

grounds with high fences so that Nebuchadnezzar could exist 

as a wild animal. He did this out of love for him. He probably 

did everything he could to make it possible for 

Nebuchadnezzar to survive. He had a hunch that this was 

going to be the breaking point in Nebuchadnezzar’s life and he 

was going to facilitate it in any way he possibly could. 

 

We are going to see in just a minute when Nebuchadnezzar 

gets the kingdom back what incredible things have gone on in 
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the last seven years. It is not in total disarray but everything 

is put in its place. Daniel is at the heart of all of that. 

 

We are never going to know when God is going to speak and 

when He is going to touch our life. We are never going to know 

and we’ll be surprised by it. It is going to blind side us unless 

we are talking with Him daily in fellowship. 

 

We never know when our life will end. We do know that God is 

on the throne and He is in control. He is trying to get our 

attention, every one of us.  

 

He wants a favorable response on our part. If it involves 

repentance and renouncing certain things in our lives and 

attitudes and things that we are holding on to and need to let 

go of, we need to do that in order to experience God’s blessing. 

 

Here he is now having all the authority taken away from him. 

 

v. 32 You will be driven away from people and will live 

with the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle. 

Seven times will pass by for you until you 

acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over 

the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he 

wishes.” 

 

“You will be driven away from people and will live with the 

wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle. Seven times will 

pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is 
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sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone 

he wishes.”’ 

 

In those verses we have four parts to the judgment:  

 

1. In verse 31, “Your royal authority is taken away,” and 

 

2. in verse 32, “You will be driven away from people and will 

live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle.” 

 

v. 33 Immediately what had been said about 

Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was driven away 

from people and ate grass like cattle. His body was 

drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair 

grew like the feathers of an eagle and his nails like 

the claws of a bird. 

 

“Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was 

fulfilled. He was driven away from people and ate grass like 

cattle. His body was drenched with the dew of heaven until his 

hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and his nails like the 

claws of a bird.” 

 

He is looking and acting much like an animal in living these 

seven years. 

 

IF HE WAGS HIS TAIL HE MUST BE HAPPY 

 

Grady: “Doctor, you’ve got to help my brother! He thinks he 

is a dog.” 
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Doc:“How long has this been going on?” 

 

Grady: “Ever since he was a pup!” 

(From InfoSearch 3.51) 

 

We see that in Saddam Hussein. The horrible humiliation: 

 

Saddam Hussein’s Humiliation 

 

Newsweek provided this description of the dethroned Saddam 

Hussein: 

 

In a part of the world where pride and dignity mean 

everything, the images were clearly intended to shame. A 

nameless doctor or medical technician, wearing rubber gloves, 

was seen closely examining the man’s hair, perhaps looking 

for vermin. Prodded with a tongue depressor, the man opened 

his mouth; the doctor peered at the pink flesh of his throat 

and scraped off a few cells for DNA identification.  

 

Then the world saw the man’s face. Haggard, defeated . . . 

meek and weak. The Glorious Leader, Direct Descendant of 

the Prophet, the Lion of Babylon, the Father of the Two Lion 

Cubs, the Anointed One, the Successor of Nebuchadnezzar, 

the Modern Saladin of Islam had been brought low, forced to 

bow down . . . to contemplate his fate while waiting to stand 

trial. 

 
Citation: “How We Got Saddam,” Newsweek (12-22-03), pp. 23-24; submitted by Stephen 

Nordbye, Charlton, Massachusetts 
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© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday.com) 

 

v. 34 At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised 

my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was 

restored. Then I praised the Most High; I honored 

and glorified him who lives forever. His dominion is 

an eternal dominion; his kingdom endures from 

generation to generation. 

 

“At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes 

toward heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then I praised 

the Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever. 

His dominion is an eternal dominion; his kingdom endures 

from generation to generation.” 

 

Now this is the good part, saving the best for last. That is the 

way God does things too. Save the good wine until now when 

God works, this is what happens. 

 

Even in this animal state, he can raise his eyes toward heaven 

and it is a plea. It is a coming of sanity and an awareness that 

something is happening at the seven-year mark. As he lifted 

his eyes toward heaven, he still had the capacity to do that. 

 

His sanity was restored and he “praised the Most High” and 

he “honored and glorified Him who lives forever.” 

 

We seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and 

all these things are added unto us. (ref. Matthew 6:33) 
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We set an affection on things above and not on things on the 

earth. (ref. Colossians 3:2) 

 

That is the way these things are described. “I praise the Most 

High. I honored and glorified Him who lives forever.” 

 

(Just Give Me Jesus by Anne Graham Lotz)  

 

Anne Graham Lotz says: 

 

. . . I wonder how many opportunities to meet the needs of 

others God has given me when I was: 

too self-absorbed, 

too self-centered, 

too self-conscious, 

too self-defensive, 

too self-pitying, 

too self-protecting, 

to notice. 

Who would be helped, who would have his or her needs 

met, if, as we “went along,” we just opened our eyes and really 

saw those around us? 

p. 176 

 

(A Man of Faith: The Spiritual Journey of George W. Bush by 

David Aikman)  

 

When you turn your heart and your life over to Christ, when 

you accept Christ as the Savior, it changes your heart. It 

changes your life. And that’s what happened to me. 
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—GEORGE W. BUSH 

p. 1 

 

v. 35 All the peoples of the earth are regarded as 

nothing. He does as he pleases with the powers of 

heaven and the peoples of the earth. No one can 

hold back his hand or say to him: “What have you 

done?” 

 

“All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does 

as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the 

earth. No one can hold back his hand or say to him: ‘What 

have you done?”’ 

 

We cannot second guess or question what He has done. He has 

accomplished this. 

 

v. 36 At the same time that my sanity was restored, my 

honor and splendor were returned to me for the 

glory of my kingdom. My advisers and nobles 

sought me out, and I was restored to my throne and 

became even greater than before. 

 

“At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and 

splendor were returned to me for the glory of my kingdom. My 

advisers and nobles sought me out, and I was restored to my 

throne and became even greater than before.” 

 

When God has His fingerprints on it, the restoration is always 

better than the original. 
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Ephesians 3:20 

 

Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all 

that we ask or think, according to the power that works within 

us,  

 

In the life of Job, it is incredible when we get to that last 

scene. He has double of everything he lost in the first. It is like 

God is putting His fingerprints and pouring out His blessing. 

 

That is exactly what Nebuchadnezzar is saying. It is better 

now than it has ever been. 

 

See those six things: 

 

1.  “my sanity was restored,” 

 

2. “my honor and splendor was returned,” 

 

3. “the glory of my kingdom has been returned to me,” 

 

4. “My advisors and nobles sought me out,” 

 

5. “I was restored to my throne,” and 

 

6. “I…became even greater than before.” 

 

v. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and 

glorify the King of heaven, because everything he 
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does is right and all his ways are just. And those 

who walk in pride he is able to humble. 

 

“Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the 

King of heaven, because everything he does is right and all his 

ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to 

humble.” 

 

That’s a man who has experienced a work of God in his life. 

Why?  

 

“because everything he does is right.”  

 

What a testimony.  

 

“all his ways are just.” 

 

The last sentence is a killer––“And those who walk in pride he 

is able to humble.” 

 

“I am the greatest one you have ever seen because of what He 

has been able to accomplish in my life.” 

 

We’re concluding our study with a statement from Nancy 

Leigh DeMoss.  

 

(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss)  

 

BOWING THE KNEE 
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 For years, I have made it a practice to kneel before the 

Lord at least once a day, as a physical expression of my desire 

to surrender my will to His will. 

To be totally surrendered to God means to bow the knee 

before a Sovereign Lord. It means to say Yes to God . . . 

 Yes to His choices for your life—even when they don’t 

seem comfortable or convenient 

 

 Yes to difficult or painful circumstances that you cannot 

understand or change 

 

 Yes to everything that is revealed in His Word 

 

 Yes to His plans, His purposes, and His priorities 

 

 Yes to the human authorities He has placed in your life 

 

 Yes to His disciplines 

 

 Yes to His control over your appetites, your body, your 

time, your relationships, your future—everything 

p. 168-9 

 

Father, we come to You and we say “Yes.” Yes, Lord, yes. 

Whatever it is that needs to be done in our lives to accomplish 

Your purpose, that is what we want to be about and how we 

want to be known. That is the way we want to finish well, as 

faithful servants accomplishing the task You have laid before 

us and gifted us to perform. Enable each of us to understand 

that better as a result of seeing how offended You were with 
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the pride of Nebuchadnezzar’s life and what drastic measures 

You go to get it done. Then to see this most encouraging 

response had to be an incredible joy and blessing to Daniel to 

hear these words come from the lips of his boss after thirty-

four years of working together in so many circumstances. 

Thank You, thank You, thank You Lord for teaching us a little 

bit about Yourself and what You are trying to do in our lives. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of DANIEL 

 

“Our God Reigns” 

 

 

Study Number Eight -- Daniel 4:19-37 

 

           NOTES 
v. 19 Then Daniel (also called Belteshazzar) was greatly perplexed 

for a time, and his thoughts terrified him. So the king said, 

“Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or its meaning alarm you.” 

Belteshazzar answered, “My lord, if only the dream applied to your 

enemies and its meaning to your adversaries! 

v. 20 The tree you saw, which grew large and strong, with its top 

touching the sky, visible to the whole earth, 

v. 21 with beautiful leaves and abundant fruit, providing food for 

all, giving shelter to the beasts of the field, and having nesting 

places in its branches for the birds of the air— 

v. 22 you, O king, are that tree! You have become great and strong; 

your greatness has grown until it reaches the sky, and your 

dominion extends to distant parts of the earth. 

v. 23 “You, O king, saw a messenger, a holy one, coming down from 

heaven and saying, ‘Cut down the tree and destroy it, but leave the 

stump, bound with iron and bronze, in the grass of the field, while 

its roots remain in the ground. Let him be drenched with the dew 

of heaven; let him live like the wild animals, until seven times 

pass by for him.’ 

v. 24 “This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree the 

Most High has issued against my lord the king: 

v. 25 You will be driven away from people and will live with the 

wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle and be drenched with 

the dew of heaven. Seven times will pass by for you until you 

acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of 

men and gives them to anyone he wishes. 

v. 26 The command to leave the stump of the tree with its roots 

means that your kingdom will be restored to you when you 

acknowledge that Heaven rules. 
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            NOTES 
v. 27 Therefore, O king, be pleased to accept my advice: Renounce 

your sins by doing what is right, and your wickedness by being 

kind to the oppressed. It may be that then your prosperity will 

continue.” 

v. 28 All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 

v. 29 Twelve months later, as the king was walking on the roof of 

the royal palace of Babylon, 

v. 30 he said, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the 

royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my 

majesty?” 

v. 31 The words were still on his lips when a voice came from 

heaven, “This is what is decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar: 

Your royal authority has been taken from you. 

v. 32 You will be driven away from people and will live with the 

wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle. Seven times will pass 

by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign 

over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes.” 

v. 33 Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was 

fulfilled. He was driven away from people and ate grass like cattle. 

His body was drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair grew 

like the feathers of an eagle and his nails like the claws of a bird. 

v. 34 At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes 

toward heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then I praised the 

Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever. His 

dominion is an eternal dominion; his kingdom endures from 

generation to generation. 

v. 35 All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does 

as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the 

earth. No one can hold back his hand or say to him: “What have 

you done?” 

v. 36 At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and 

splendor were returned to me for the glory of my kingdom. My 

advisers and nobles sought me out, and I was restored to my 

throne and became even greater than before. 

v. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the 

King of heaven, because everything he does is right and all his 

ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to humble. 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Daniel 4:19-37 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. Who is the tree, according to Daniels’ interpretation in 

verse 22? 

 

 

 

 

3. What will happen to the King, according to verse 25? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. How should the King respond to this, according to verse 25? 

 

 

 

 

5. What is the interpretation of the stump, according to verse 

26? 
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6. What does Daniel recommend to the King in verse 27? 

 

 

 

 

7. How long does the Lord wait before judgment comes, 

according to verse 29? 

 

 

 

 

8. List four things the King says about the King of heaven in 

verse 37. 

 

 

 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

LESSON #1: It is really important when we are reading the 

Scriptures, to be sensitive to the Spirit’s voice using the 

Word of God to communicate to us the Lord’s message. 

 

LESSON #2: It is a great privilege to be used as an 

instrument in God’s hand. 

 

LESSON #3: God is a disciplinarian and there are times in 

our lives when He prunes our branches, that we might 

bear more fruit. 

 

LESSON #4: Pride is repulsive to the Lord and He must 

extricate it from our lives in order to make us as useful 

instruments in His hand. 

 

LESSON #5: The trial will last until “you acknowledge that 

the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and 

gives them to anyone he wishes” (verse 32). 

 

LESSON #6: Daniel shows real compassion for 

Nebuchadnezzar by challenging him to respond to the 

Lord and to repent. 

 

LESSON #7: God gave Nebuchadnezzar twelve months to 

respond to the impending discipline that was going to be 

coming upon his life. 
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LESSON #8: The proud words on his lips were interrupted 

with a voice from heaven bringing the decree of judgment. 

 

LESSON #9: Listen carefully to the testimony of 

Nebuchadnezzar and respond in like manner: “I . . . raised 

my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was restored. 

Then I praised the Most High, I honored and glorified him 

who lives forever, His dominion is an eternal dominion; 

his kingdom endures from generation to generation” 

(verse 34). 

 

LESSON #10: “No one can hold back his hand or say to him: 

‘What have you done?’” (verse 35). 

 

LESSON #11: When God is involved in the process, the result 

will be even greater than before. 

 

LESSON #12: Nebuchadnezzar confesses that he praises, 

exalts and glorifies “the King of heaven” (verse 37). 

 

LESSON #13: He does this “because everything he does is 

right and all his ways are just” (verse 37). 

 

LESSON #14: “Those who walk in pride he is able to humble” 

(verse 37). 
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