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A Practical Study of DANIEL 

 

“Our God Reigns” 

 

 

Study Number Nine -- Daniel 5:1-12 

 

Here’s a summary of Daniel 4 and again we have a chapter 

that speaks to our world. A few of its timely truths are: 

 

1. God alone is sovereign and supreme in the affairs of even 

the most powerful men, and man’s place before Him is always 

that of humility. 

 

2. God hates pride and will deal with it. Pride led to the 

downfall of Lucifer, the highest of God’s angels, and it will 

ultimately destroy the unsaved man. 

 

3. God’s judgment on Nebuchadnezzar is a prophetic pattern 

of what will happen to all proud and arrogant world leaders, 

whether an ancient Pharaoh, Haman, or Nebuchadnezzar, or 

a modern Mussolini, Hitler, or Stalin.  

 

One day, as this chapter seems to foreshadow, all Gentile 

world powers will be humbled and brought into submission to 

God. Our world in its pride and sophistication does not 

acknowledge Him. But the time will come when every knee 

will bow and every tongue will confess that “Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:10-11). 
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4. There can be little doubt that the godly influence of 

Daniel and the prophet’s daily prayers for the king were used 

in a significant way to bring about his conversion. 

 

5. It is a good thing to tell others what God has done for us. 

“But,” we too often say, “I can’t speak in public and I even find 

it hard to witness on a person-to-person basis.” Then write a 

letter! Nebuchadnezzar did––and so can we! 

 

We said goodbye to Nebuchadnezzar and as the scene in our 

study unfolds, he is already gone. 

 

Nebuchadnezzar went through a critical experience of having 

his pride dealt with severely by the Lord. 

 

We learned together that God alone is sovereign and we also 

learned that God hates pride. God’s judgment on 

Nebuchadnezzar is a prophetic picture of how God is going to 

judge the leaders of the kingdoms of this world when Christ 

comes again to set up His kingdom. 

 

The other refreshing part of the study is the godly influence 

that Daniel had on Nebuchadnezzar. All of the years he served 

him, he must have prayed for him and was anxious to have 

him come into a relationship with God. Then in the final days 

of his life he did respond beautifully and it was quite a 

testimony. 

 

He had ten years left and he had seven years of insanity. So 

he had three years left. 
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 3 

 

Now we are going twenty-three years ahead in the opening of 

the study. A lot has happened and a lot is going to happen.  

 

We have to do a little historical work. Daniel chapter 5 is 

probably one of the most criticized chapters in all of the Bible. 

Historians and archeologists alike have said that there is 

nobody by the name of Belshazzar anywhere in Babylonian 

history. 

 

Let’s look at how God does a “God thing.” When the 

archeologist gets through digging with his spade, we will be so 

refreshed and have new confidence in God. 

 

Remember Daniel was probably born in 625 B.C. That is our 

target date for his birth. That means that at 539 B.C. he is 86 

years old. He is one year older than Caleb when he came to 

take the gift of Hebron, which he had been promised and 

waited for 40 years when he was wandering in the wilderness. 

 

Nebuchadnezzar died in 562 B.C. That means he had served 

for 43 years in the Babylonian empire. 

 

Remember with a lot of the kings in Chronicles, we have 

pictures of the kings that did good and the ones who did evil? 

Some of them would live two months and some of them would 

live five, six and seven years and do good and evil and go back 

and forth like that.  
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary helps us a great deal with 

the following observations: 

 

 The events recorded in Daniel 1-4 pertained to the reign 

of Nebuchadnezzar, who expanded and united the Babylonian 

Empire. Nebuchadnezzar died in 562 B.C. after ruling 43 

years. The ensuing years of Babylonian history till its 

overthrow by Cyrus in 539 B.C. were marked by progressive 

deterioration, intrigue, and murder. Nebuchadnezzar was 

succeeded by his son Evil-Merodach who ruled for two years 

(562-560 B.C. . . . Evil Merodach was murdered in August 560 

by Neriglissar, Nebuchadnezzar’s son-in-law and Evil-

Merodach’s own brother-in-law. Neriglissar then ruled for 

years (560-556 B.C.). . . . At his death, he was succeeded by his 

young son Labashi-Marduk, who ruled only two months (May 

and June 556) before he was assassinated and succeeded by 

Nabonidus, who reigned 17 years (556-539 B.C.). . . . 

 Nabonidus did much to restore the glory that had 

belonged to Babylon under the reign of Nebuchadnezzar. 

Nabonidus’ mother was the high priestess of the moon god at 

Haran. Perhaps because of her influence, he had great 

interest in restoring and expanding the Babylonian religion 

and did much to restore abandoned temples. He was absent 

from Babylon for 10 of his 17 years, from 554 through 545. In 

Haran he restored the temple of the moon god Sin, and then 

he attacked Edom and conquered parts of Arabia where he 

then lived for some time. [How does Balshazzar fit in?] 

 Belshazzar was Nabonidus’ eldest son and was appointed 

by his father as his coregent. . . . This coregency explains why 
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Belshazzar was called king . . . and why he exercised kingly 

authority even though Nabonidus actually held the throne. 

(source unknown) 

 

Nabonidus, according to the archeological history of his life, 

went over to Haran. That is the place where Abraham stopped 

off on his way to the promise land. His mother was a moon god 

worshiper and she wanted to build a temple there. He spent 

ten of his seventeen years over there in Haran along with 

invading Edom and destroying the Edomites and then went to 

Arabia and ended up living there the rest of his life. 

 

His son, Belshazzar, in a co-regency relationship, was the one 

who truly stayed in Babylon and was ruling at this time. 

 

Daniel is exactly on track when he says, “Belshazzar is in 

Babylon.” One other thing we need to understand is that the 

Babylonian empire has fallen completely except the capital 

city. The Medes and Persians have already surrounded 

everything and have conquered all the territory. 

 

Everyone inside of Babylon has great confidence in their 

homeland security. They have 350-foot-high walls and they 

are 87 feet thick. They could put 4 chariots abreast across the 

top of it. They have the Euphrates River flowing right through 

the middle of it and so they have all the water they want. If 

anybody tried to invade, they could last for 20 years. They are 

very arrogant and very proud. 
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Belshazzar has no time for God and his whole agenda was to 

return, not to what his grandfather did, but to the Babylonian 

culture and the Babylonian gods. 

 

We are going to see the other extreme in Nebuchadnezzar. We 

will be deeply refreshed with the way he finished his life.  

 

As the scene opens, the Persians are outside the wall but they 

have a battle plan. Their battle plan is to go back up river and 

divert the flow of the Euphrates River and then all the men 

are going to go in under the wall. They are already going in 

under the wall at the very time we are talking about this feast 

that is going on in the city. 

 

Belshazzar is going to be toast in our next study. Actually, 

this is his last act of defiance in having this feast that we are 

getting ready to see. 

 

Historically that is the picture. The head of gold is getting 

ready to depart and the Persians are going to take over.  

 

Now why would a king want to have a banquet at a time when 

he is under siege? He could be like Saddam Hussein and living 

in denial. He could be thinking, “So what. No matter how bad 

it gets, we can still have a party and go out in a blaze of glory.”  

 

The other possibility was that there were so many gods and 

goddesses in the Babylonian culture that this could be one of 

the festivals. These guys had parties for different gods and 

goddesses all the time. 
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v. 1 King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a 

thousand of his nobles and drank wine with them. 

 

“King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a thousand of his 

nobles and drank wine with them.” 

 

He has a huge banquet spread and he has brought a thousand 

government officials together for this occasion and they are 

having a party. They are going to have a gigantic cocktail 

party and a big banquet. 

 

When a thousand people come together, that is quite an 

endeavor. Archeologists have been digging and they have 

found a place that is 55 feet wide and 165 feet long that would 

encompass this group and the walls were plaster. Those walls 

being plaster are necessary to have a screen in order to do 

what we are getting ready to see. It fits the scene perfectly. 

 

Two things: 

 

1. “[He] gave a great banquet” and 

 

2. “[He] drank wine with them.” 

 

Notice Daniel is not mentioned. Most likely when 

Nebuchadnezzar died, Daniel went into seclusion. From age 

63 to 86 he was always there but nobody ever consulted him 

because the culture went downhill and there was no reason to 

bring Daniel out in a situation. He served faithfully when 
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asked to serve and we are going to see him come into the 

picture here at the end of the study. 

 

Trying to figure that out and understand that a person, 

knowing the condition they are in, and knowing that there is a 

real possibility of invasion and death, why would he call for a 

party? 

 

In Isaiah 22 there is a message from the Lord. 

 

Isaiah 22:12, 13 

 

The Lord, the LORD Almighty, called you on that day to weep 

and to wail, to tear out your hair and put on sackcloth. But 

see, there is joy and revelry, slaughtering of cattle and killing 

of sheep, eating of meat and drinking of wine! “Let us eat and 

drink,” you say, “for tomorrow we die!” 

 

If that is this kind of culture then it fits. There is a portion in 

Matthew 24 when Jesus is finishing His ministry. This is His 

last address before Calvary and He is talking about the 

coming of Christ back to set up the kingdom. These verses 

were very instructive and they sure do fit with our study. 

 

Matthew 24:38, 39 

 

“For as in those days before the flood they were eating and 

drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that 

Noah entered the ark, and they did not understand until the 
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flood came and took them all away; so will the coming of the 

Son of Man be. 

 

Cocktail parties, weddings and fun times are the picture 

before the Lord Jesus comes again. What we are seeing here is 

really not something foreign to human individuals and the 

picture is right on target. 

 

J. Vernon McGee says: 

 

 Belshazzar’s feast may have been in defiance of the 

enemy on the outside, or perhaps he wanted to build up the 

morale of those within. We are told here that it began with a 

big cocktail party. 

(source unknown) 

 

Others have said that it is Balshazzar’s farewell. 

 

Psalm 10:6 

 

He says to himself, “Nothing will shake me; 

I’ll always be happy and never have trouble.” 

 

(Today Matters by John C. Maxwell)  

 

Charlie Brown is a little bit more realistic about life and 

Charles Schulz describes him as saying, “Life is easier if you 

dread only one day at a time.” John Maxwell adds to that by 

saying, “But the truth is that you don’t have to dread your 

days if you settle the decisions you need to make and the 
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disciplines you need to practice in the critical areas of your 

life.” 

p. 31 

 

Jonathan Edwards on True Happiness 

 

“The enjoyment of [God] is the only happiness with which our 

souls can be satisfied . . . Fathers and mothers, husbands, 

wives, or children, or the company of earthly friends are but 

shadows, but enjoyment of God is the substance. These are 

but scattered beams, but God is the sun. These are but 

streams, but God is the fountain. These are but drops, but God 

is the ocean.”  

—Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) 

 
Citation: Heartcry! (Issue 26, 2003); submitted by Bill White, Paramount, California 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday.com) 

 

So many try to find that happiness in a bottle and that is not 

strange in the culture we live in. 

 

When a man gets drunk, he will do some stupid things. 

Belshazzar is drunk enough to step up and do something that 

is really, really stupid. 

 

v. 2 While Belshazzar was drinking his wine, he gave 

orders to bring in the gold and silver goblets that 

Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken from the 

temple in Jerusalem, so that the king and his 
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nobles, his wives and his concubines might drink 

from them. 

 

“While Belshazzar was drinking his wine, he gave orders to 

bring in the gold and silver goblets that Nebuchadnezzar his 

father” 

 

In the Hebrew text, father and grandfather are the same. This 

is really grandfather Nebuchadnezzar. 

 

“had taken from the temple in Jerusalem, so that the king and 

his nobles, his wives and his concubines might drink from 

them.” 

 

Back when we studied Daniel chapter 1, Nebuchadnezzar 

came in on that initial invasion in 605 B.C. He took Daniel, 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and a lot of other young 

men. He also took articles from the temple.  

 

To show us his heart, when he brought those articles back, he 

respected them and put them on display in the temples of his 

idols but that is all he knew at that time. He did not desecrate 

the sacred articles and make some kind of statement by using 

them in this horrible way. 

 

Belshazzar says to bring them in and there will be a select 

group that will drink from them—“the king and his nobles, his 

wives and his concubines.” 

 

Kenneth O. Gangel quotes Veldkamp: 
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Veldkamp offers a modern metaphor: “We might compare it to 

a group of drunks stealing the church’s communion set in 

order to drink from its glasses at their favorite bar. It’s a 

wonder that Belshazzar and the other revelers didn’t choke on 

the wine, that no one was struck dead” (Veldkamp, p. 92). 

(source unknown) 

 

v. 3 So they brought in the gold goblets that had been 

taken from the temple of God in Jerusalem, and the 

king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines 

drank from them. 

 

“So they brought in the gold goblets that had been taken from 

the temple of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his nobles, 

his wives and his concubines drank from them.” 

 

James Montgomery Boice says: 

 

 Belshazzar’s final fling is an example of this stupidity. 

Darius was outside the walls. That very night he would dam 

up the river and enter the city through the space provided 

when the water dropped and exposed the portals through 

which the river entered Babylon. At the moment of this 

greatest of all dangers, Belshazzar was drugging himself at 

his party. Yet it is not only Belshazzar who has done this. Our 

culture is doing it as well. Some time ago a book by Neil 

Postman, entitled Amusing Ourselves to Death: Public 

Discourse in the Age of Show Business, appeared in American 

bookstores. It was about television and its pernicious effects 
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on our country. It might well have been written about culture 

at large and have voiced alarm at our spiritual condition. By 

refusing to think, especially about eternal realities, and by 

filling our days with entertainment, particularly sin-oriented 

entertainment, we lose sight of danger and plunge into the 

abyss. 

(source unknown) 

 

People in a culture gone awry, when they get older and when 

they have lived their lives selfishly and never have seriously 

responded to God in surrender, find that they have to amuse 

themselves to death.  

 

Look at our culture and see how many people look forward to 

the day of retirement because they have earned it. Then they 

amuse themselves to death. They play golf, bridge, go on 

cruises and travel to far-away places. They do sports, 

gambling and it is wine, women and song all over again. They 

basically don’t want to miss all types of pleasure in order to, 

up to that final day, say that they missed something. 

 

What God would want from us, in the coming up to that final 

day, is that we would lead somebody to Jesus Christ by our 

death or at our funeral. It is a totally different perspective. 

 

Here is that picture. They are having a big party. 

 

David Jeremiah says: 
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Visualize yourself in church as communion is being 

served. On the communion table are the little glasses in which 

the juice is poured, honoring the death of our Lord. Suddenly 

an inebriated man swerves up the center aisle, grabs a cup 

from the tray, throws the juice on the floor, and fills it up with 

a shot of whiskey. He then turns around and shouts to the 

congregation, “Here’s a toast to the devil!” 

(source unknown) 

 

This better captures what Belshazzar is doing. He is making 

an unmistakable challenge to the sovereign God of his 

grandfather. We can’t say that this grandson did not know 

what happened to his granddad. During his lifetime he saw 

the dramatic change. His grandmother is going to come into 

this in just a minute and remind him of Daniel whom he has 

not even had any consultation with. 

 

David Jeremiah goes on to say: 

 

 That is what happened that fateful night in Babylon. Is it 

any wonder that God said, “Enough is enough. Your number is 

up!” 

(source unknown) 

 

v. 4 As they drank the wine, they praised the gods of 

gold and silver, of bronze, iron, wood and stone. 

 

“As they drank the wine, they praised the gods of gold and 

silver, of bronze, iron, wood and stone.” 
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Now there is more wine. They had wine earlier and now they 

have the goblets and they’ve had more. So now we know their 

speech is slurred and they are laughing, carrying on and 

carousing. They are having an ecumenical idolatry because 

they mention all six of idolatry possibilities: 

 

1. “gold,” 

 

2. “silver,” 

 

3. “bronze,” 

 

4. “iron,” 

 

5. “wood,” and 

 

6. “stone.” 

 

They don’t leave anything out except the Living God. There is 

a purpose in that. Belshazzar is declaring, shaking his fist in 

the face of God, what he wants to do. 

 

J. Vernon McGee says: 

 

 Belshazzar knew that his grandfather had come to the 

knowledge of God and had praised and honored Him . . . yet 

he deliberately defied and profaned God. Proverbs 29:1 says, 

“He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall 

suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy.” 

(source unknown) 
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Nancy Leigh DeMoss says: 

 

(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss)  

 

We all begin life as members of a rebellious race, fighting our 

own personal war against the sovereign King of the universe. 

For most, that resistance unfolds into a lifelong story that 

could be titled No Surrender. 

 

Some express their resistance overtly, perhaps through a 

lifestyle of unbridled lust and perversion. Others are more 

subtle—they are upstanding citizens and community 

leaders; they may even be active in church work. But 

beneath the surface, every human being has an inborn 

determination to run his own life and an unwillingness to 

be mastered by Christ, the King of kings.  

p. 19 

 

Verse 5 begins with something shocking. It begins with the 

word “Suddenly.”  

 

What did we learn in our last study with Nebuchadnezzar? He 

finds out he is the tree and he is going to be insane for a 

period of time. What did Daniel say when he got through? He 

said, “If you will just repent, you could avoid this.” Then what 

happens? A year with nothing happening.  

 

Now that is one way God works and He will warn us and the 

warnings keep coming and there will be time to respond. Then 
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there are other times when God just drops the flag and says, 

“That’s it.” This is one of those times. 

 

v. 5 Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared 

and wrote on the plaster of the wall, near the 

lampstand in the royal palace. The king watched 

the hand as it wrote. 

 

“Suddenly”—that’s exactly the way the Lord is going to come, 

by the way—“the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote 

on the plaster of the wall, near the lampstand in the royal 

palace. The king watched the hand as it wrote.” 

 

Isaiah 23:9 

 

The LORD Almighty planned it, to bring low the pride of all 

glory and to humble all who are renowned on the earth. 

 

Isaiah 5:18-25 

 

Woe to those who draw sin along with cords of deceit, and 

wickedness as with cart ropes, to those who say, “Let God 

hurry, let him hasten his work so we may see it. Let it 

approach, let the plan of the Holy One of Israel come, so we 

may know it.” Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, 

who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put 

bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter. Woe to those who are 

wise in their own eyes and clever in their own sight. Woe to 

those who are heroes at drinking wine and champions at 

mixing drinks, who acquit the guilty for a bribe, but deny 
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justice to the innocent. Therefore, as tongues of fire lick up 

straw and as dry grass sinks down in the flames, so their roots 

will decay and their flowers blow away like dust; for they have 

rejected the law of the LORD Almighty and spurned the of the 

Holy word One of Israel. Therefore the LORD’s anger burns 

against his people; his hand is raised and he strikes them 

down. The mountains shake, and the dead bodies are like 

refuse in the streets. Yet for all this, his anger is not turned 

away, his hand is still upraised. 

 

This verse describes graphically what we have just begun to 

look at. 

 

“Suddenly”—what happens?—“the fingers of a human hand 

appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall,” 

 

Notice it is near the lampstand so that everyone in the room 

can see what is being written in the royal palace.  

 

“The king watched the hand as it wrote.” 

 

Any person who has any awareness of the possibility of a 

sovereign God and sees something miraculous like this, has to 

respond with great anxiety. He obviously does. It has been an 

affront to God what he has done. Sometimes we ignore God’s 

warnings too long and then all we have left is the notification 

of the doom. That is what happens.  

 

“Suddenly” 
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If God came into our bedroom, what would He write about us? 

God is in the business of arresting us at certain times and 

having something very special to say to us. Are we listening? 

 

What’s He writing on our wall? Have we ever asked Him to 

tell us what He is writing on our wall? Try that.  

 

The problem is, people are just so wrapped up in themselves 

with a kind of mixed morality and it spills out. 

 

This is a fun story. This guy was picked up for robbery and in 

his wallet, he had his code for acceptable robbery. 

 

Standard of Judgment 

 

In Words We Live By, Brian Burrell tells of an armed robber 

named Dennis Lee Curtis who was arrested in 1992 in Rapid 

City, South Dakota. Curtis apparently had scruples about his 

thievery. In his wallet the police found a sheet of paper on 

which was written the following code: 

1. I will not kill anyone unless I have to. 

2. I will take cash and food stamps—no checks. 

3. I will rob only at night. 

4. I will not wear a mask. 

5. I will not rob mini-marts or 7-Eleven stores. 

6. If I get chased by cops on foot, I will get away. If 

chased by a vehicle, I will not put the lives of 

innocent civilians on the line. 

7. I will rob only seven months out of the year. 

8. I will enjoy robbing from the rich to give to the poor. 
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This thief had a sense of morality, but it was flawed. When he 

stood before the court, he was not judged by the standards he 

had set for himself but by the higher law of the state.  

 

Likewise when we stand before God, we will not be judged by 

the code of morality we have written for ourselves but by 

God’s perfect law.  

 
Citation: Craig Brian Larson, Choice Contemporary Stories and Illustrations  

(Baker, 1998), p.181; Brian Burrell, Words We Live By, (S&S Trade, 1997) 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday.com) 

 

We may laugh at this but this is the kind of stuff people list 

that they are going to take before the Judge of the universe. 

God is going to say, “That doesn’t count.” He will throw them 

out of court and condemnation will take place. 

 

We must stand before God and be judged on the basis of what 

we have done with the Lord Jesus Christ making provision for 

our sins. 

 

This story is about a minister who is waiting in line at the 

Pearly Gates: 

 

Results Get Rewarded 

 

A minister dies and is waiting in line at the Pearly Gates. 

Ahead of him is a guy dressed in sunglasses, a loud shirt, 

leather jacket, and jeans. 
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Saint Peter says to this guy, “Who are you, so that I may 

know whether to admit you to the Kingdom of Heaven?” 

The guy replies, “I’m Joe Cohen, taxi driver, of Noo Yawk 

City.” 

Saint Peter consults his list. He smiles and says to the 

taxi driver, “Take this silken robe and golden staff and enter 

the Kingdom of Heaven.” 

The taxi driver goes into Heaven with his robe and staff, 

and it’s the minister’s turn. 

He stands erect and booms out, “I am Joseph Snow, 

pastor of Saint Mary’s for the last 43 years.” 

Saint Peter consults his list. He says to the minister, 

“Take this cotton robe and wooden staff and enter the 

Kingdom of Heaven.” 

“Just a minute!” says the minister. “That man was a taxi 

driver, and he gets a silken robe and golden staff. How can 

this be?” 

“Up here, we work by results,” says Saint Peter. “While 

you preached, people slept. While he drove, people prayed.” 

 
Citation: Ed Rowell, Franklin, Tennessee; heard from a friend 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday.com) 

 

We need to ask ourselves, “Am I going to wait until God has to 

write on my wall to get my attention or am I going to be 

obedient now?” 

 

When we are walking close to God, we don’t have to worry 

about God blindsiding us by writing some mystical thing on 

our wall because we are already walking with Him. We are 
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living with Him daily and we are comfortable with Him. We 

enjoy meeting with Him and enjoy His Word. We are being 

ministered unto. This is foreign territory to even think about 

those kinds of things. 

 

Look at Belshazzar in verse 6. 

 

v. 6 His face turned pale and he was so frightened that 

his knees knocked together and his legs gave way. 

 

“His face turned pale and he was so frightened that his knees 

knocked together and his legs gave way.” 

 

Basically, he fell. A lot of it might have been too much wine. 

But there is a combination of wine and total horror as he looks 

at the wall and sees this writing.  

 

“It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the Living God.” 

(ref. Hebrews 10:31) 

 

We notice FOUR THINGS about the king with regard to this 

writing on the wall: 

 

1. “The king watched the hand as it wrote,” 

 

2. “His face turned pale,” 

 

3. “he was so frightened that his knees knocked together,” 

and 
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4. “his legs gave way.” 

 

Here is a man who is a practical Atheist and he is living with 

gods who are stone and idols, rather than come to the Living 

God. 

 

Listen to this funny story about an Atheist: 

 

The Bear and the Atheist 

 

An atheist was walking through the woods, admiring all the 

“accidents” that evolution had created. “What majestic trees! 

What powerful rivers! What beautiful animals!” he said to 

himself.  

 

As he was walking alongside the river, he heard a rustling in 

the bushes behind him. Turning to look, he saw a 7-foot 

grizzly bear charge towards him. He ran away as fast as he 

could up the path. 

 

He looked over his shoulder and saw the grizzly was closing. 

Somehow he ran even faster, so scared that tears came to his 

eyes. He looked again, and the bear was even closer. His heart 

was pounding, and he tried to run faster. He tripped and fell 

to the ground. He rolled over to pick himself up, but the bear 

was right over him, reaching for him with its left paw and 

raising its right paw to strike him.  

 

At that instant the atheist cried, “Oh my God!”  
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Time stopped. The bear froze. The forest was silent. Even the 

river stopped moving. 

 

As a bright light shone upon the man, a voice came out of the 

sky, “You deny my existence for all these years, teach others 

that I don’t exist, and even credit creation to a cosmic 

accident. Do you expect me to help you out of this 

predicament? Am I to count you as a believer?” 

 

The atheist looked directly into the light and said, “I would 

feel like a hypocrite to become a Christian after all these 

years, but perhaps you could make the bear a Christian?”  

 

“Very well,” said the voice.  

 

The light went out. The river ran. The sounds of the forest 

resumed. Then the bear dropped his right paw, brought both 

paws together, bowed its head, and spoke: “Lord, for this food 

which I am about to receive, I am truly thankful.” 

 
Citation: Source unknown; submitted by David Holdaway, Stonehaven,  

Kincardinshire, Scotland 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday.com) 

 

Muhammad Ali describes a normal response, when people ask 

about life eternal: 

 

Muhammad Ali Expects Judgment by Works 
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In a Reader’s Digest interview, Muhammad Ali states: “One 

day we’re all going to die, and God is going to judge us—[our] 

good deeds and bad deeds. If the bad outweighs the good, you 

go to hell. If the good outweighs the bad, you go to heaven.” 

 

How different that view is from the gospel! 

 
Citation: “Ali,” Reader’s Digest (December 2001), p. 93; submitted by Robert Wenz 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday.com) 

 

So far from Biblical truth, but that is the way so many people 

live. Trying to forge their code of morality and how God is 

going to accept them. 

 

Isaiah 3:8, 9 

 

Jerusalem staggers, Judah is falling; their words and deeds 

are against the LORD, defying his glorious presence. The look 

on their faces testifies against them; they parade their sin like 

Sodom; they do not hide it. Woe to them! They have brought 

disaster upon themselves. 

 

When we get to verse 7, it is the same song, third verse. He 

always calls the brain trust. This is the facility that knows all 

the answers. Nebuchadnezzar did it at the time of the image 

and at the time of the tree and now Belshazzar, his grandson, 

is perpetrating this mission of futility. 

 

v. 7 The king called out for the enchanters, astrologers 

and diviners to be brought and said to these wise 
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men of Babylon, “Whoever reads this writing and 

tells me what it means will be clothed in purple and 

have a gold chain placed around his neck, and he 

will be made the third highest ruler in the 

kingdom.” 

 

“The king called out for the enchanters, astrologers and 

diviners to be brought and said to these wise men of Babylon, 

‘Whoever reads this writing and tells me what it means will be 

clothed in purple and have a gold chain placed around his 

neck, and he will be made the third highest ruler in the 

kingdom.”’ 

 

A gold chain, purple robe and “third highest” in the kingdom 

is not worth much when someone is going to be dead in the 

morning. 

There is a key phrase there––“third highest ruler.”  

 

Let’s go back: 

 

This promise of a position in the kingdom is as high as 

Belshazzar can go because there’s: 

 

1. NABONIDUS—Belshazzar’s father,  

 

2. BELSHAZZAR is coregent and  

 

3. this person would be serving right under him. 
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All Belshazzar can offer is third place under him. He can’t do 

the same thing that Pharaoh did with Joseph and say, “You 

are going to be next to me.” Pharaoh was the head honcho. 

 

Nabonidus is the head honcho, Belshazzar is Coregent and 

place three can be offered to the one who can do this. 

 

The brain trust comes together and they look at the writing 

and basically say––we are going to see. 

 

v. 8 Then all the king’s wise men came in, but they 

could not read the writing or tell the king what it 

meant. 

 

“Then all the king’s wise men came in, but they could not read 

the writing or tell the king what it meant.” 

 

v. 9 So King Belshazzar became even more terrified and 

his face grew more pale. His nobles were baffled. 

 

“So King Belshazzar became even more terrified and his face 

grew more pale. His nobles were baffled.” 

 

There are THREE THINGS that are said about 

“BELSHAZZAR” in his RESPONSE, not only to the written 

message, but now the failure on the part of his brain trust to 

tell him what it says and what it means.  

 

The THREE THINGS we see in verse 9 are: 
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1. “Belshazzar became even more terrified,” 

 

2. “his face grew pale,” and 

 

3. His nobles were baffled.” 

 

He is now totally isolated and it is just he and God and he’s 

backed against the wall. These, with the best interpretation, 

are ominous signs. They are so frightening to him that he even 

intensifies his horror of what is going to happen. 

 

Woman Tells Man He’s Going to Hell 

 

A drunken man got on the bus late one night, staggered up 

the aisle, and sat next to a woman who was clutching a Bible. 

 

She looked the wayward drunk up and down and said, “I’ve 

got news for you, mister. You’re going straight to hell!” 

 

The man jumped up out of his seat and shouted, “Oh, man, I’m 

on the wrong bus again!” 

 
Citation: Keith Todd, www.sermonfodder.com 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday.com) 

 

C. H. Spurgeon was a great teacher and he said: 

 

Spurgeon On Facial Expressions 

“When you speak of heaven, let your face light up. When you 

speak of hell—well, then your everyday face will do.” 
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—Charles Haddon Spurgeon, speaking to his students 

 
Citation: JoHannah Reardon, Sycamore, Illinois 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday.com) 

 

Isn’t it tragic when we see people who have so much going for 

them but shorten their lives because they are fed up with 

everything that life has to offer and they have tried to control 

it. 

 

Ernest Hemingway is that kind of a person. He is a complete 

enigma: 

 

Hemingway Found Pleasure Meaningless 

 

 Ernest Hemingway, born in 1899, was the epitome of the 

twentieth-century man. At age 25 he sipped champagne in 

Paris, and later had well-publicized game hunts in Africa and 

hunted grizzly bears in America’s northwest. At the age of 

sixty-one, after having it all—wine, women, song, a 

distinguished literary career, Sunday afternoon bullfights in 

Spain—Hemingway chose to end his life, leaving a note 

saying, “Life is one [expletive] thing after another.” 

 

 Ecclesiastes says this is what seeking after ultimate 

meaning through pleasure is like. The writer wants us to 

wake up to this fact before we’re sixty-one years old and 

realize too late that our lives have had no meaning and 

fulfillment. 
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Citation: Gary D. Preston, “Our Endless Pursuit of Pleasure,”  

Discipleship Journal (Nov/Dec 1983) 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday.com) 

 

That is the alternative and that is where Belshazzar is. We 

can try to drown it in drinking and have all these other things, 

but there comes a time when we come face to face with reality 

and he is there. 

 

v. 10 The queen, hearing the voices of the king and his 

nobles, came into the banquet hall. “O king, live 

forever!” she said. “Don’t be alarmed! Don’t look so 

pale! 

 

“The queen,”—Nebuchadnezzar’s widow and Belshazzar’s 

grandmother—“hearing the voices of the king and his nobles, 

came into the banquet hall. ‘O king, live forever!’ she said. 

‘Don’t be alarmed! Don’t look so pale!” 

 

Who is the last person who said, “Don’t get alarmed?”  

 

Remember in our last study when Daniel was hesitating to 

tell Nebuchadnezzar about the dream, what did he say? “Don’t 

be alarmed.” Now Mrs. Nebuchadnezzar has come along with 

the same thing. 

 

“Don’t be alarmed and don’t look so pale.” That is a hard thing 

to say to a kid who is scared to death. 

 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



 31 

We need to look at the last two verses a little differently. The 

last two verses describe Daniel, for sixty-six years, in Babylon. 

Look at the tribute this man is going to leave. What a trail of 

integrity and the compliments that are given to him by this 

lady who has witnessed his sixty-six years of serving in 

Nebuchadnezzar’s administration and still continuing in his 

office in Babylon. 

 

v. 11 There is a man in your kingdom who has the spirit 

of the holy gods in him. In the time of your father 

he was found to have insight and intelligence and 

wisdom like that of the gods. King Nebuchadnezzar 

your father—your father the king, I say—appointed 

him chief of the magicians, enchanters, astrologers 

and diviners. 

 

“There is a man in your kingdom who has the spirit of the holy 

gods in him. In the time of your father he was found to have 

insight and intelligence and wisdom like that of the gods. King 

Nebuchadnezzar your father—your father the king, I say—

appointed him chief of the magicians, enchanters, astrologers 

and diviners.” 

 

v. 12 This man Daniel, whom the king called 

Belteshazzar, was found to have a keen mind and 

knowledge and understanding, and also the ability 

to interpret dreams, explain riddles and solve 

difficult problems. Call for Daniel, and he will tell 

you what the writing means.” 
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“This man Daniel, whom the king called Belteshazzar, was 

found to have a keen mind and knowledge and understanding, 

and also the ability to interpret dreams, explain riddles and 

solve difficult problems. Call for Daniel, and he will tell you 

what the writing means.”’ 

 

Call Daniel and he will solve this whole thing. The curtain 

just dropped and in our next study we will see the 

interpretation and bring Daniel on the scene. 

 

There is a different way to die. There is a different way to 

finish from the way we have just witnessed and what we are 

going to witness with the tragic murder of Belshazzar in the 

final drama. We need to realize there is a better way to wrap 

it up and when we wrap it up, God’s way becomes very special. 

 

Rick and Evelyn Husband, commander of Colombia, are lying 

on the bed the night he found out he was going to be the 

commander of the ship: 

 

(High Calling: The Courageous Life and Faith of Space 

Shuttle Columbia Commander Rick Husband by Evelyn 

Husband with Donna VanLiere)  

 

[Evelyn says to Rick] “So the dream just keeps getting 

bigger and better, doesn’t it?”  

He shook his head and smiled, looking up at the ceiling. “I 

just pray that Laura and Matthew will be able to grow up and 

discover what the Lord has for them to do because I want 

them to be content and blessed in their work like I am.” 
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I smiled. Rick had always been content with his job. He 

absolutely loved flying and working with people. 

He looked at me. “I don’t want to let this crew down, 

Evey.” 

“You won’t, Rick. I know that you’ll lead with nothing but 

integrity and character.” 

“Pray for me, Evey. Pray that I will be a good leader 

because I don’t want to let them or NASA or the Lord down. 

He put me in the role of commander for a reason, and I just 

want to lead in a way that will bring glory to Him in all that I 

do. I don’t want people to see me. I want them to see how God 

has worked in my life.” 

I put my arm around him, and we talked for several 

minutes until Rick fell asleep. Before I fell asleep I lay my 

hand on his chest and prayed, as it says in the Psalms, that he 

would lead the crew with integrity of heart. 

p. 109 

 

An incredible witness for the glory of God. 

 

Rick Warren in the Purpose Driven Life says this: 

 

No Excuses for Doing Nothing 

 

In response to those who make excuses why they cannot serve 

the Lord, Rick Warren writes: 

 

Abraham was old, Jacob was insecure, Leah was 

unattractive, Joseph was abused, Moses stuttered, Gideon 

was poor, Samson was codependent, Rahab was immoral, 
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David had an affair and all kinds of family problems, 

Elijah was suicidal, Jeremiah was depressed, Jonah was 

reluctant, Naomi was a widow, John the Baptist was 

eccentric to say the least, Peter was impulsive and hot-

tempered, Martha worried a lot, the Samaritan woman 

had several failed marriages, Zacchaeus was unpopular, 

Thomas had doubts, Paul had poor health, and Timothy 

was timid. That is quite a variety of misfits, but God used 

each of them in his service. He will use you too if you stop 

making excuses. 

 
Citation: Rick Warren, “The Purpose Driven Life,” Zondervan (October 2002),  

p. 233; submitted by David A. Slagle, Wilmore, Kentucky 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday.com) 

 

Here are the lessons we get from our study. 

 

Lesson #1: In times of crisis, we need to train ourselves to be 

still and to hear what the Lord is trying to say. 

 

Lesson #2: Under the control of alcohol we can do some really 

dumb things. 

 

Lesson #3: There are things that we have the courage to do 

when we are intoxicated that we would never even think of 

doing when we were sober. 

 

Lesson #4: “You are the LORD’s holy people. Purify 

yourselves, you who carry home the vessels of the Lord” 

(Isaiah 52:11b NLT). 
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Lesson #5: Prophecy is being fulfilled in this passage in that 

we are witnessing the fall of the kingdom of Babylon, the head 

of gold in the image from Daniel 2. 

 

Lesson #6: God, at times, is very sudden and quick in 

administering consequences to deliberate acts of disobedience. 

 

Lesson #7: “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 

living God” (Hebrews 10:31 KJV). 

 

LESSON #8: If God were writing on your wall, what would He 

be writing at this moment? 

 

Lesson #9: The king’s response is four-fold: (1) “[he] watched 

the hand as it wrote”; (2) “His face turned pale”; (3) “he was so 

frightened that his knees knocked together”; and (4) “his legs 

gave way” (verse 6). 

 

Lesson #10: This is the third time in the book of Daniel that 

we have seen the inability of the Babylonian brain trust in 

trying to interpret spiritual things. 

 

Lesson #11: Daniel has been a tremendous witness with his 

“insight,” “intelligence and wisdom” that has been given to 

him by the Lord (verse 11). 

 

Lesson #12: The tribute to Daniel is six-fold: (1) “a keen 

mind”; (2) “knowledge”; (3) “understanding”; (4) “ability to 
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interpret dreams”; (5) “explain riddles”; and (6) “solve difficult 

problems” (verse 12). 

 

Lesson #13: Are we going to wait for God to show up and start 

writing on the wall before we respond with a heart of 

obedience?  

 

Listen to these accounts as we wrap it up: 

 

Hanging out at a bagel shop one day I asked a couple of non-

Christian friends, “What’s the most important thing I can 

pray for you?” 

 

The woman was taken back. “Health, I guess,” she said. 

 

“Health? That’s not the most important thing,” I said. “Sooner 

or later your health is going to go, no matter who prays for 

you. There must be something more important than that.” 

 

She was stumped. “What’s more important than that?” 

 

“What about your relationship with God?” 

 

“I never thought about that.” 

 

Then her husband said, “You mean God is going to haul us 

into court or something?” 

 

Now I was surprised. “Yeah,” I said, “I guess you could say 

that.” 
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Citation: Lee Eclov, Vernon Hills, Illinois 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday.com) 

 

Would That Be in Reference? 

 

As we returned from Vacation Bible School one summer day, 

my young daughter Melissa asked if we could stop at the 

library. When I asked her why, she explained, “This morning 

my teacher told me that the only way we get to heaven is if 

our name is written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. I just want to 

make sure that my name is in there!” 

 
Citation: Nora Newport, Jupiter, FL. “Heart to Heart,” Today’s Christian Woman. 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday.com) 

 

Here are some stories of some incredible deaths: 

 

Grandfather’s Last Words Gave Jesus Christ 

 

One fall afternoon, my grandfather was at home with my 

grandmother and heard a knock on the door. The visitor was a 

neighbor lady who said to my grandfather, “I was out feeding 

the horses, and I felt like God was prompting me to come and 

say thank you for the difference you’ve made in my life.”  

 

She sat down and began to tell stories about times when my 

grandfather had been merciful to her as a widow and cared for 

the cows and horses and done all of kinds of practical things. 

She thanked him for being so real. She went through this 
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litany of good deeds, including bringing peace in relationships 

with some of her children. She finished with, “I just felt like 

God wanted me to tell you that.” 

 

My grandfather paused and looked at her and said, “It was 

the Lord Jesus Christ who did it.”  

 

There was another pause, and my grandmother struck up a 

conversation with this lady. A few seconds later they heard a 

cough and saw my grandfather slumped over. He was with 

Jesus. 

 

My grandfather’s last words were, “It was the Lord Jesus 

Christ who did it.” 

 
Citation: Dale Durie, from the sermon Mission Possible (6-1-03) 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday.com) 

 

(Praise in the Presence of God by Jack Hayford) 

 

Pretended self-sufficiency eventually leads to self-

righteousness, and arrogance forces its rule of vanity as we 

grow to believe our own lies. But when we fall before Jesus, 

humbly and honesty, there is nothing—personal weakness, 

inadequacy, failure, sinfulness—from which He cannot cleanse 

or deliver us. 

p. 46 

 

(The Journey Home: Finishing with Joy by Bill Bright, 

Afterward by Vonette Zachary Bright) 
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 Permit me to encourage you to aim high. Decide to finish 

strong. And then love, trust, and obey God, and ask Him to 

help you complete the race, looking unto Jesus. 

p. 102 

 

On David Bloom who died in Iraq: 

 

(Why? Trusting God When You Don’t Understand by Anne 

Graham Lotz) 

 

A WEEK LATER, Chuck attended David Bloom’s 

memorial service at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in downtown 

Manhattan. Leaders from the media; from city, state, and 

national governments; and from the television industry, as 

well as prominent citizens and entertainers, family, and 

friends, packed the service. Most who had come to pay their 

respects had no knowledge of David’s faith in Jesus. But 

during the memorial, the e-mails he had written from Iraq to 

his wife, Melanie, were read. One after another, for the entire 

distinguished assembly to hear, those e-mails powerfully and 

poignantly described his faith in Jesus Christ. As Chuck 

Colson sat among the rows of mourners, he was struck by the 

realization, God, now I understand one reason why! You’ve 

received so much glory in David’s death! 

The last e-mail, which Melanie reportedly received from 

David just hours before his death, was published in a national 

magazine and bore this testimony: 
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You can’t begin to fathom, cannot begin to even glimpse 

the enormity of the changes I have and am continuing to 

undergo. God takes you to the depths of your being, until 

you’re at rock bottom, and then, if you turn to Him with 

utter and blind faith and resolve in your heart and mind 

to walk only with Him and towards Him, picks you up 

with your bootstraps and leads you home.2 

 
2. “A Final Goodbye,” People magazine, 5 May 2003, 166. 

p. 95 

 

Mark Buchanan, pastor in Vancouver, British Columbia, has 

written some great books. He tells this story: 

 

(Things Unseen: Living in Light of Forever by Mark 

Buchanan)  

 

Her last days were spent in the hospital. Room 318. The 

local ministers call it the death chamber because it is reserved 

for those in extremis, in the last harrowing or oblivious 

moments of life. But for Marlene, it was sanctuary. A strange 

peace was in the place. Despite the massiveness of her cancer, 

she was without pain. She lay propped up against many 

pillows, tubes for oxygen and medicine streaming into her. 

Her family and some close friends were there, often silent—

most words had worn out—though sometimes they sang one of 

her favorite hymns. 

She had one last prayer: to see her newest grandchild 

before she died. Marlene’s daughter Cindy—already with six 

children—was due, and tottered under the weight of it. But 

the baby slept on, serene inside his mother, and Marlene’s life 
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now was water cupped in the hand, running swiftly out. Then, 

that morning, the water broke. Not Marlene’s. Cindy’s. Her 

husband, Bob, brought her to the hospital and, one floor 

beneath where her mother lay dying, Cindy gave birth to little 

Eli. The nurses in attendance, at Cindy’s urging, quickly 

swaddled the baby, placed mother and child in a wheelchair, 

and let Bob wheel them up a floor, to room 318. Marlene 

cradled Eli in her thin arms, and in her thin voice welcomed 

him to this world. 

Now, sovereign Lord, dismiss Your servant in peace. 

Somewhere in those last days, Marlene’s friend Eugene (I 

tell his story on page 83) leaned close to her. He took her 

papery, willowy hand—her cold, cold hand—in his, and held it 

tight. Too tight. Marlene could barely turn her head, but she 

looked toward him. And then she spoke in a voice surprising 

in its clarity and strength. “It’s all right, Gene. You can let go. 

Don’t you understand? I’ve lived my entire life for this 

moment.” 

But one thing wasn’t right. 

Marlene had a regret. She brooded with a huge worry, 

wrestled with a taunting fear. It was about her husband, Al. 

She wasn’t sure how he would manage without her. They had, 

for better or for worse, in sickness and in health, in riches and 

in want, been one flesh; her leaving was a rendering of that, a 

tearing of him in half. She had always sorted him out, kept 

him disentangled from the sheer messiness of his own complex 

life. She felt her death a kind of betrayal or abandonment of 

him. 

But her vow to him was “until death doth part us,” and 

death would wait no longer. Al sat beside her. He held her 
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hand. He didn’t notice its coldness. He read [to] her from 

Psalm 121: “I lift up my eyes to the hills—where does my help 

come from? My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of 

heaven and earth.” 

“Marlene,” he said, “thank you for forty-five years of 

marriage.” 

He paused only a moment, and then spoke the words she 

longed to hear: “Run into the arms of Jesus.” 

Joy flooded her. In that single instant, youth came back to 

her: a brightness, a freshness, a wonder-struck expectancy 

that swept away her haggardness and pallor. Her body grew 

light. She sat up straight, jaunty, like a child waking after a 

good sound sleep. I’ve lived my entire life for this moment. 

And she was gone. 

Heaven-bent. 

pp. 234-6 

 

Max Lucado in Come Thirsty says: 

 

(Come Thirsty by Max Lucado) 

 

“With Christ as your friend and heaven as your home, the day 

of death becomes sweeter than the day of birth.” 

(source unknown) 

 

Haddon Robinson, one of the Our Daily Bread authors, talks 

about his death: 

 

 How many “goings out” and “comings in” my father made 

in his 87 years! And when he went out for the last time, I 
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believe he was singing Psalm 121 as he descended into the 

valley and traveled home to the other side. 

 How reassuring that the God of the hills and the streets 

goes before every believer in Christ! 

He will ever keep thy soul, 

What would harm He will control; 

In the home and by the way 

He will keep thee day by day. ––Psalter 

 

Because God is with us, 

we need not fear what lies ahead. 

(source unknown) 

 

Father, we need not fear, You have gone before us. And when 

we walk through the valley of the shadow of death, we need 

fear no evil for You are with us. Lord, we have seen a 

dramatic display of arrogance and a total lack of preparation 

for confrontation with You. We are going to see the sad 

finality of that in the next passage but we also have been 

encouraged by the fact that it doesn’t have to be that way. We 

can come and surrender our lives to You and invite the Lord 

Jesus Christ to come into our lives and to become our life. And 

death is really better than birth because we are finally getting 

to go home and be with You. Cause us to rest in peace in the 

joy of knowing that even though all of us are terminal here, if 

You delay in Your coming, there will be that special time 

when we will be surrounded with friends and we will see the 

Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior, face to face. For it is in His 

name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of DANIEL 

 

“Our God Reigns” 

 

 

Study Number Nine -- Daniel 5:1-12 

 

           NOTES 
v. 1 King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a thousand of his 

nobles and drank wine with them. 

v. 2 While Belshazzar was drinking his wine, he gave orders to 

bring in the gold and silver goblets that Nebuchadnezzar his 

father had taken from the temple in Jerusalem, so that the king 

and his nobles, his wives and his concubines might drink from 

them. 

v. 3 So they brought in the gold goblets that had been taken from 

the temple of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his nobles, his 

wives and his concubines drank from them. 

v. 4 As they drank the wine, they praised the gods of gold and 

silver, of bronze, iron, wood and stone. 

v. 5 Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on 

the plaster of the wall, near the lampstand in the royal palace. The 

king watched the hand as it wrote. 

v. 6 His face turned pale and he was so frightened that his knees 

knocked together and his legs gave way. 

v. 7 The king called out for the enchanters, astrologers and 

diviners to be brought and said to these wise men of Babylon, 

“Whoever reads this writing and tells me what it means will be 

clothed in purple and have a gold chain placed around his neck, 

and he will be made the third highest ruler in the kingdom.” 

v. 8 Then all the king’s wise men came in, but they could not read 

the writing or tell the king what it meant. 

v. 9 So King Belshazzar became even more terrified and his face 

grew more pale. His nobles were baffled. 

v. 10 The queen, hearing the voices of the king and his nobles, 

came into the banquet hall. “O king, live forever!” she said. “Don’t 

be alarmed! Don’t look so pale! 
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           NOTES 
v. 11 There is a man in your kingdom who has the spirit of the 

holy gods in him. In the time of your father he was found to have 

insight and intelligence and wisdom like that of the gods. King 

Nebuchadnezzar your father—your father the king, I say—

appointed him chief of the magicians, enchanters, astrologers and 

diviners. 

v. 12 This man Daniel, whom the king called Belteshazzar, 

was found to have a keen mind and knowledge and 

understanding, and also the ability to interpret dreams, 

explain riddles and solve difficult problems. Call for Daniel, 

and he will tell you what the writing means.” 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Daniel 5:1-12 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What orders did the king give, according to verse 2? 

 

 

 

 

3. What did they do with the gold goblets, according to 

verse 3? 
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4. What did they do, according to verse 4? 

 

 

 

 

5. Describe what happened, according to verse 5? 

 

 

 

 

6. How did the king respond, according to verse 6? 

 

 

 

 

7. What three things did the king promise in verse 7? 

 

 

 

 

8. What six things does the queen say about Daniel in 

verse 12? 

 

 

 

 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



 47 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: In times of crisis, we need to train ourselves to 

be still and to hear what the Lord is trying to say. 

 

LESSON #2: Under the control of alcohol we can do some 

really dumb things. 

 

LESSON #3: There are things that we have the courage to do 

when we are intoxicated that we would never even think 

of doing when we were sober. 

 

LESSON #4: “You are the LORD’s holy people. Purify 

yourselves, you who carry home the vessels of the Lord” 

(Isaiah 52:11b NLT). 
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LESSON #5: Prophecy is being fulfilled in this passage in that 

we are witnessing the fall of the kingdom of Babylon, the 

head of gold in the image from Daniel 2. 

 

LESSON #6: God, at times, is very sudden and quick in 

administering consequences to deliberate acts of 

disobedience. 

 

LESSON #7: “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 

living God” (Hebrews 10:31 KJV). 

 

LESSON #8: If God were writing on your wall, what would He 

be writing at this moment? 

 

LESSON #9: The king’s response is four-fold: (1) “[he] watched 

the hand as it wrote”; (2) “His face turned pale”; (3) “he 

was so frightened that his knees knocked together”; and 

(4) “his legs gave way” (verse 6). 

 

LESSON #10: This is the third time in the book of Daniel that 

we have seen the inability of the Babylonian brain trust 

in trying to interpret spiritual things. 

 

LESSON #11: Daniel has been a tremendous witness with his 

“insight,” “intelligence and wisdom” that has been given 

to him by the Lord (verse 11). 
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LESSON #12: The tribute to Daniel is six-fold: (1) “a keen 

mind”; (2) “knowledge”; (3) “understanding”; (4) “ability to 

interpret dreams”; (5) “explain riddles”; and (6) “solve 

difficult problems” (verse 12). 

 

LESSON #13: Are we going to wait for God to show up and 

start writing on the wall before we respond with a heart 

of obedience?  
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