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A Practical Study of ACTS: 

 

Take It To Them! 

 

“Putting the GO Back in the Gospel” 

 

Study Number Ten – Acts 13:1-14:28 

 

 

Well, if Winston Churchill was alive and sitting here, he 

would say, “We have now come to a hinge of history.” 

 

Chapter 13 is a hinge of history.  

 

Acts 1-12 focused on Jerusalem. Now in Acts 13-28 it’s going 

to be focused on Antioch. 

 

In Acts 1-12 Peter’s been the center of attention. Now in Acts 

13-28 Paul is going to be the center of attention. 

 

In Acts 1-12 it’s been primarily the Jews that have been 

involved in being reached. Now in Acts 13-28, we’re going to 

the Gentiles. 

 

But there’s a reason why we put chapter 13 and 14 together. 

The reason we did that is this is MISSIONARY JOURNEY #1. 

There are three journeys and then a trip to Rome. And this is 

the first journey—Acts 13 and 14. So that’s one of the reasons. 

The other is that we like to put them together in pieces and 

get lessons from the parts that we look at. 
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Now this study is going to start with an ASSIGNMENT 

COMMANDED and it’s going to end with an ASSIGNMENT 

COMPLETED. So that’s another reason why we put the 

chapters together. 

 

Now, let’s get started with Acts 13:1. 

 

v. 1 Now there were in Antioch in the church which 

was there, prophets and teachers: Barnabas and 

Simeon, who was called Niger, and Lucius of 

Cyrene and Manaen who had been brought up with 

Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.  

 

“Now there were in Antioch in the church which was there, 

prophets and teachers: Barnabas and Simeon, who was called 

Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene and Manaen who had been 

brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.” 

 

Well, 300 miles north, it’s now the city of Antioch. It’s 

altogether fitting that in our first verse we’d be introduced to 

the ministerial staff—FIVE incredible men that are 

functioning out of the city of Antioch.  

 

Notice it says “prophets and teachers.” The canon of Scripture 

is not complete yet so we still have the prophets. Now that the 

Scripture is complete, we don’t have prophets who are going 

around getting revelations and visions because it’s already 

complete. We’d be in danger of judgment to speak of a 

revelation or to speak of a prophecy because that’s all been 
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done. Now it’s just the “teachers.” 

 

And there are FIVE MEN who come for consideration. Let’s 

introduce them in a capsule: 

 

1. “BARNABAS”—the “son of encouragement.” We’ve met 

him in our last study and we’re going to meet him some more 

before this is over. 

 

2. “SIMEON, who was called Niger”—that means he’s a man 

of “dark complexion.” We don’t know where he’s from, maybe 

one of the islands, but he is also on the staff and has come to 

Antioch. 

 

3. “LUCIUS of Cyrene”— Omar Kaddafi kicked him out. 

Cyrene is on the coast down there where he is operating in 

Libya. He’s 850 miles from home here in Antioch. He 

obviously has felt concern about this ministry and took this 

long trip. 

 

4. “MANAEN who had been brought up with Herod the 

tetrarch”—he’s been growing with royalty. His name means 

“to console.” Isn’t that interesting? He is an encourager and a 

consoler. The saints need lots of help, lots of comforting, lots of 

affirmation, lots of encouragement. So there are two men on 

the staff that are famous for this. 

 

And then: 

 

5. “SAUL”—and we’re going to see more of him. 
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Now that’s quite a ministerial team.  

 

v. 2 Now while they were ministering to the Lord and 

fasting, the Holy Spirit said: “Set apart for me 

Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have 

called them.”  

 

“Now while they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the 

Holy Spirit said: ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the 

work to which I have called them.”’ 

 

That first phrase: “while they were ministering to the Lord.” 

The Lord said something to them. 

 

Have we ministered to the Lord today?  

 

We can determine by whether or not we did, our answer to 

that, as to the kind of day we have had. We don’t have any 

priority at all that exceeds our ministry to the Lord as soon as 

we wake up, because He’s already ministered to us in giving 

us the gift of life for another day. 

 

Therefore it’s our responsibility to start the day “ministering 

to the Lord.” 

 

How do we do that? Well we read the Word and listen to Him 

for a little bit. We talk to Him for a little while. And then we 

praise Him! Grab our hymn book and sing a couple of hymns. 

Even though we can’t carry a tune in a bucket, God loves to 
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hear His people’s praise. 

 

The ministerial staff has gotten together for a little meeting 

and they’re “ministering to the Lord.” They’re praising Him, 

encouraging one another, and they hear something they don’t 

want to hear.  

 

The staff’s going to be reduced to three. Two of the fellas are 

going to leave. God has plans for them.  

 

“Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I 

have called them.” 

 

Here comes a command. The team’s going to be broken up. It’s 

time to get on with it. 

 

v. 3 Then when they fasted and prayed and laid their 

hands upon them, they sent them away.  

 

“Then when they fasted and prayed and laid their hands upon 

them, they sent them away.” 

 

And that’s: 

 

John 20:21 

 

Jesus said unto them, “Peace be unto you; as My Father has 

sent Me, even so send I you.” 

 

This is the whole thesis for the book of Acts. We’ve got to take 
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it to them! We don’t sit around waiting for them to come to us. 

We’ve got to take the initiative to go to them, be where they 

are, minister to their needs. 

 

Paul and Barnabas are leaving. 

 

Barnabas probably had a tad bit to do with the itinerary, due 

to the fact they go to Cyprus first. That’s his home. They’re 

going to go down there.  

 

That can be very credible too—wanting to share Jesus with 

the people at home. That’s really something. Because usually 

we think the last place on earth that we want to share Jesus 

is home, because nobody at home wants to hear us. They know 

us too well. But Barnabas wants to go back there. 

 

v. 4 So being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went 

down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to 

Cyprus.  

 

“So being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to 

Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus.” 

 

Now we have to have a little geography lesson. It’s going to be 

simple. Just don’t get too hurried, don’t get too confused by 

the names—big long names. Just walk easily and we’ll get 

there and all the way back to Antioch if we’ll just be patient 

and go along carefully. 

 

Now the first thing they do is go down to the port of Antioch 
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which is Seleucia. It’s just about 16 miles south of the town, 

and they get on a boat. And they’re setting sail to the island of 

Cyprus, which is 125 miles southwest from Seleucia. So 

they’re heading down into the Mediterranean south, still west, 

to the island of Cyprus. 

 

And there are two towns on the island of Cyprus. There’s the 

town of Salamis and the town of Paphos. And they’re going to 

hit the two biggies while they’re here. 

 

Cyprus is the “happy isle.” It’s like the Hawaiian Islands. 

There’s something there to make everybody happy.  

 

Ship building and copper mining were big on the island but it 

had such an incredible climate that naturally they had all the 

fruits and all the wonderful other things with that kind of an 

environment. And so this is the beginning of the journey out of 

Cyprus. 

 

v. 5 And having come to Salamis, they were proclaiming 

the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews; and 

they were also having John as their helper.  

 

“And having come to Salamis, they were proclaiming the word 

of God in the synagogues of the Jews; and they were also 

having John as their helper.” 

 

Now when they get to Salamis they do exactly what they’re 

going to do in every town. Saul will never take an easy 

assignment. He is a Jew who is a Jew, who is a Pharisee, and 
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has been in the Sanhedrin. He knows the Law backwards and 

forwards.  

 

Why not start with stirring up a riot in the synagogue? That’s 

a great way to get some press coverage and a few editorials. 

And then get the attention of the city and have a great 

opportunity to preach because everybody’s going to come and 

see what the maverick’s got to say. 

 

And so these fellas, every time they go to town, they go to the 

Synagogue. They just jump right out of the skillet into the fire. 

They know what kind of a response they’re going to get, but 

that’s part of the price they pay. They have to stir up people 

before they get to start thinking again and begin to 

understand the message they’re going to teach them.  

 

So here we go. Go to “the synagogues of the Jews” and—that 

last phrase—“they were also having John as their helper.” 

 

What’s wrong with that? We thought the Lord only sent out 

two—Barnabas and Saul.  

 

Who is John? Remember when they had the prayer meeting at 

the house of Mary for Peter? She had a son by the name of 

John Mark.  

 

Barnabas and Saul left Jerusalem to head back to Antioch and 

she said, “Oh, we’re just having so much trouble with John! If 

he could just have some involvement in the ministry with you 

men and just rub shoulders with you, he’d just be wonderful! I 
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mean he’s the rich kid that’s had a silver spoon in his mouth 

and had everything going for him all his life. He’s never had to 

rough it! If he got out there and really had to pay the price a 

little bit, he’d really be good!” 

 

And she gives this big sales pitch. Now Saul and Barnabas are 

not above this. They’re thinking, “Hey, he’s the son of a rich 

lady. We get involved in his life, that rich lady’s going to 

finance our missionary journey.” 

 

John Mark had a lot of things going for him in the sense that 

he was a rich person’s child. And so he makes the trip. 

 

When they get ready to go on a missionary journey, he’s 

begging to go. He says, “Listen, I’ll fold tents, I’ll roll up 

sleeping bags, I’ll cook the meals, I’ll go to the store! I’ll do 

anything, just let me be a helper! I’m so excited about this. I 

just want to serve the Lord with all my heart for the rest of 

my life!” 

 

And then he gets out here and we’re going to see what’s going 

to happen in a little bit. They took their intern along—not 

sent of the Spirit of God. They decided they needed him. The 

Lord didn’t say anything about that. 

 

v. 6 And when they had gone through the whole island 

as far as Paphos, they found a certain man, a 

magician, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was 

Bar-Jesus,  
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“And when they had gone through the whole island as far as 

Paphos,”—that’s 80 miles now southwest—“they found a 

certain man, a magician, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name 

was Bar-Jesus,” 

 

They get down to Paphos, which is the last city they’re going 

to hit on the island before they leave there, and they run into 

Bar-Jesus. 

 

There are several things that are said about him: 

 

1. He’s “a magician.” 

 

Philip ran into one back in Acts 8—Simon the great—when he 

got to Samaria. He wasn’t a Christian, didn’t pretend to be, 

but acted like he was one when Philip preached and really 

wasn’t one. Wanted to buy the power of the Holy Spirit and 

never did come to know the Lord as far as we could tell. 

 

2. He’s “a false prophet.”  

 

3. And he’s “a Jew.” 

 

4. His name is “Bar-Jesus.” That’s “son of Jesus.” 

 

Now that is Satan’s masterpiece. Some people never get this.  

 

Isaiah 14:14: “I will be like the most high God.”  

 

Most likely the apostle Paul wrote 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 
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after he had this experience. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:13-15 

 

For such a false apostles and deceitful workers, they 

transform themselves as apostles of Christ, and no wonder, 

even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light… 

 

Here’s a man with a name, “son of Jesus.” 

 

v. 7 who was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man 

of understanding (intelligence). This man 

summoned Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear 

the word of God.  

 

“who was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of 

understanding (intelligence). This man summoned Barnabas 

and Saul and sought to hear the word of God.” 

 

Who is the “proconsul?”  He’d be like the counterpart of a 

state’s governor. He’s the governor of the whole island of 

Cyprus.  

 

And evidently the ruling seat of government was in Paphos. 

Sergius Paulus is trucking around with Bar-Jesus. And that 

tells us something too. Satan always finds the political leaders 

because he can get more clout that way. And the more of them 

he can get on his side, the more he can accomplish.  

 

And so it’s altogether fitting that Bar-Jesus walks in with 
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Sergius Paulus.  

 

Now Sergius Paulus has been trucking around with Bar-Jesus 

for quite a while. Evidently there’s something missing in his 

life because he comes and when he hears Paul and Barnabas 

for the first time, he’s longing to get with them. 

 

He summons them. He seeks them out because he has a 

hungry heart. He wants something they have that he has 

never found.  

 

Isn’t that incredible? That he comes and he takes the 

initiative to say, “I want something that you’ve got. Help me 

please.” 

 

v. 8 But Elymas the magician (for thus his name is 

translated) was opposing them, seeking to turn 

away the proconsul from the faith.  

 

“But Elymas the magician (for thus his name is translated) 

was opposing them, seeking to turn away the proconsul from 

the faith.” 

 

Elymas got in there and we had Bar-Jesus in the last verse. 

Imagine going on the stage as a magician with the name Bar-

Jesus? It just wouldn’t get many people coming so he has a 

stage name. Elymas is his stage name—“the magician.”  

 

He’s doing TWO THINGS. He’s: 
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1.  “opposing them” and 

 

2.  “seeking to turn away the proconsul from the faith.” 

 

That’s exactly what Satan does today. He’ll do everything he 

can to oppose and he’ll do everything he can to resist the 

Gospel and to turn people away from the Gospel. 

 

In Matthew 13, when Jesus gave the parables on the kingdom 

of heaven, He told a parable of the sower of the seed. 

Remember that in Matthew 13? 

 

There are four types of soil and he says the first type of soil is 

that which is sown along the side of the road and then the 

birds of the air come and devour it up. (ref. Matthew 13:3, 4) 

 

Jesus interprets that: 

 

Matthew 13:18, 19 

 

Hear then the parable of the sower: When anyone hears the 

word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one 

comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. 

This is the one on whom the seed was sown beside the road. 

 

Satan will fight and frustrate and do everything he can to 

divert the attention away from the Gospel. 

 

v. 9 But Saul, who is also called Paul, having been filled 

with the Holy Spirit, fixed his gaze upon him.  
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“But Saul, who is also called Paul,” 

 

Awe great! Now we have the apostle Paul. 

 

Saul is his Hebrew name. Paul is his gentile, Roman name. So 

since he’s dealing with a government official from Rome, it’s 

altogether fitting that now we use Paul. And we’re going to 

use it from here on in. 

 

“having been filled with the Holy Spirit,”—and Elymas is 

filled with Satan—“fixed his gaze upon him.” 

 

Now is Paul one of these people who loves to win friends and 

influence people? Or does he call a spade a spade? Take a look 

at what he says in verse 10. 

 

v. 10 And said, “You who are full of all deceit and fraud, 

son of the devil, enemy of all righteousness, will 

you not cease perverting the right ways of the 

Lord?  

 

“And said, ‘You who are full of all deceit and fraud, son of the 

devil, enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease perverting 

the right ways of the Lord?” 

 

Talk about a sizzling shot! He really let him have it. He says, 

“you’re full of deceit, you’re full of fraud, you’re perverting the 

right ways of the Lord.” 
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Are we living in the days of perversion? We are—spiritually, 

sexually and socially. We’re perverts. We’re victims of satanic 

influence in our society. 

 

“will you not cease from perverting the right ways of the 

Lord?” 

 

M. Scott Peck  is a psychiatrist who wrote the book The Road 

Less Traveled. When he wrote the People of the Lie, he severed 

relationships with practically all psychiatrists.  

 

All psychiatrists tell us, if we look long enough in our past we 

can find out why we are the way we are in our present. And 

psychiatrists have rejected the thought of Satan and of evil 

ever since the beginning of psychiatry. But M. Scott Peck says 

evil exists. 

 

We can see a psychiatrist who is willing now to admit that evil 

exists. Listen to a few of his statements: 

 

(People of the Lie by M. Scott Peck) 

 

The varieties of people’s wickedness are manifold. As a result 

of their refusal to tolerate the sense of their own sinfulness, 

the evil ones become uncorrectable grab bags of sin. They are, 

for instance, in my experience, remarkably greedy people. 

Thus they are cheap—so cheap that their “gifts” may be 

murderous. In The Road Less Traveled, I suggested the most 

basic sin is laziness. In the next subsection I suggest it may be 

pride—because all sins are reparable except the sin of 
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believing one is without sin. But perhaps the question of 

which sin is the greatest is, on a certain level, a moot issue. 

All sins betray—and isolate us from—both the divine and our 

fellow creatures. As one deep religious thinker put it, any sin 

“can harden into hell:” 

 

...There can be a state of soul against which Love itself is 

powerless because it has hardened itself against Love. Hell is 

essentially a state of being which we fashion for ourselves: a 

state of final separateness from God which is the result not of 

God’s repudiation of man, but of man’s repudiation of God, 

and a repudiation which is eternal precisely because it has 

become, in itself, immovable. … So with the soul and God; 

pride can become hardened into hell, hatred can become 

hardened into hell, any of the seven root forms of wrongdoing 

can harden into hell, and not least that sloth which is boredom 

with divine things, the inertia that cannot be troubled to 

repent, even though it sees the abyss into which the soul is 

falling, because for so long, in little ways perhaps, it has 

accustomed itself to refuse whatever might cost it an effort. 

May God in his mercy save us from that. 

(source unknown) 

 

v. 11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon 

you, and you will be blind, not seeing the sun for a 

time.” And immediately a dimness of the eyes and a 

darkness fell upon him, and going about, he was 

seeking someone to lead him by the hand.  

 

“And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you,” 
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Remember what we had in our last study?  

 

“the hand of the Lord is upon you” for one of two ways.  

 

Either: 

 

1. BLESSING or 

 

2. JUDGMENT. 

 

We saw it in a blessing at the church in Antioch. And we see it 

in: 

 

1 Peter 5:6 

 

Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God that He 

may exalt you in due time. 

 

And here, “the hand of the Lord” is upon him for judgment: 

 

“and you will be blind, not seeing the sun for a time.’ And 

immediately a dimness of the eyes and a darkness fell upon 

him, and going about, he was seeking someone to lead him by 

the hand.” 

 

Did Saul of Tarsus ever have an experience like that?  

 

Isn’t it interesting that at the time Saul becomes Paul, we 

have another experience of somebody going blind right at the 
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very time? He realizes that: 

 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

If any man be in Christ he’s a new creation. Old things are 

passed away. Behold all things are become new. 

 

v. 12 Then the proconsul believed when he saw what 

had happened, being amazed at the teaching of the 

Lord.  

 

“Then the proconsul believed when he saw what had 

happened, being amazed at the teaching of the Lord.” 

 

He says, “This is it!” And he responds to the ministry of the 

apostle Paul and becomes a believer right there. 

 

v. 13 Now Paul and his companions put out to sea from 

Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia, but John, 

having withdrawn from them, returned to 

Jerusalem.  

 

“Now Paul and his companions put out to sea from Paphos 

and came to Perga in Pamphylia, but John, having withdrawn 

from them, returned to Jerusalem.” 

 

Sometimes we read the Bible too fast, don’t we? We just can’t 

wait to see the rest of the story and go on to Pamphylia. We’re 

still back at Paphos.  
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What’d they do? They decided they’re going to go west for a 

ways and then straight north into Asia Minor.  

 

So they’re living on the island of Cyprus. This is a 170 mile 

sailing trip, leaving Paphos on the southwest corner of Cyprus 

and they’re heading out into the sea and then they’re just 

going to turn right straight north and they’re going to land at 

Perga in Pamphylia, the province of Pamphylia. 

 

Now it’s interesting here though, it says “but John, having 

withdrawn from them, returned to Jerusalem.” 

 

What John does is incredible. He leaves Jerusalem, takes a 

300 mile trip to Antioch. The Spirit of God separates the two 

of them. He goes along, he gets on the boat and goes 170 miles 

to Cyprus.  

 

He is the cousin of Barnabas so he probably knew some of the 

family while he was there. But when he left Paphos to go to 

Asia Minor, he was leaving everybody familiar except for 

Barnabas. And Barnabas is in the number two position right 

now and that’s tough for him too. It’s now Paul and Barnabas 

and not Barnabas and Saul. And so he sees his cousin getting 

put down in second place. 

 

Paul was probably tough to work for. Being the choleric that 

he was, he does have a hair-trigger temper. He probably didn’t 

have too much patience with people.  

 

And John Mark had figured that the newness wore off and 
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he’s flat ready to head to the house.  

 

But isn’t that something? He leaves Paphos and goes 175 

miles up here to Perga and he decides the Lord called him 

back to Jerusalem so he turns right around, comes 175 miles 

back to Paphos, gets on another boat, goes 200 miles to 

Caesarea and then goes 50 miles over land and gets home to 

his own bed.  

 

Now why’d he do that? We can read commentaries that’ll give 

us all kinds of reasons. He got discouraged. He got depressed. 

He got homesick. Maybe there was a girl back in Jerusalem he 

was beginning to really miss.  

 

Had to be something really tearing his innards out! But it was 

probably a guy who was through trying to put his money 

where his mouth was.  

 

We can do anything for a brief period of time. Then when the 

newness wears off we want something else new. That ain’t the 

way life is. Life is so daily and there’s stuff we have to do that 

we don’t want to do, but when we do it we find we really like 

to do it. And we have to keep on doing it. 

 

Luke 9:23 

 

If any man will come after me, let him deny himself and take 

up his cross daily and follow me. 

 

John Mark is not a finisher. He goes back to the house. Now 
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he’s coming back into the story and he’s coming back again. 

We’ll just leave John Mark heading back and we’ll get him 

back in the story a little later on. We don’t really know the 

real reason why he just threw in the towel. 

 

We’re in Perga now. 

 

v. 14 But having gone on from Perga, they arrived at 

Pisidian Antioch, and having gone into the 

synagogue on the day of the Sabbath, seated 

themselves.  

 

“But having gone on from Perga,” 

 

They didn’t even stop and speak there. They were led right 

through that town in Pamphylia, and they went across the 

state line to Pisidian. 

 

“they arrived at Pisidian Antioch, and having gone into the 

synagogue on the day of the Sabbath, seated themselves.” 

 

We left Antioch and now we’re back at Antioch. That has us 

kind of confused. Antioch of Syria is the big headquarters. 

They’ve come down to Cyprus. They’ve come across into Asia 

Minor. They’ve headed north. 

 

When they got to Perga, that was 80 miles north to cross the 

state line and to get to Antioch of Pisidian.  

 

Antioch of Pisidian is an untouched territory. So they’re 
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coming into a brand new deal. What do they do? First thing is 

to stage an operation, time to go to the synagogue.  

 

 “on the day of the Sabbath, [they] seated themselves.” 

 

v. 15 And after the reading of the Law and the Prophets 

the synagogue officials sent to them, saying, “Men, 

brethren, if you are having any word of exhortation 

for the people, say it.”  

 

“And after the reading of the Law and the Prophets the 

synagogue officials sent to them, saying, ‘Men, brethren, if you 

are having any word of exhortation for the people, say it.”’ 

 

And we can just hear old Paul saying, “Well I thought you’d 

never ask.” 

 

v. 16 And Paul stood up and motioned with his hand, he 

said, “Men of Israel, and those who fear God, give 

me your attention:  

 

“And Paul stood up and he motioned with his hand,”—and he’s 

going to tell them THREE THINGS. He’s going to tell them: 

 

1. what God HAS DONE, 

 

2. what God IS DOING, and 

 

3. what GOD WILL DO  
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if they’ll just trust Him. Easy sermon. 

 

The first part of the message, if we just underline the verbs as 

we go through these verses, we can see what God has done. It 

just kind of makes them leap off the page here. 

 

If we want to see how God really works, go back and read Acts 

7, the sermon of Stephen. And then go back to Acts 2 and read 

the sermon of Peter, and then read this one. Watch how much 

Saul of Tarsus was influenced by Peter and by Stephen. 

 

This is his only real recorded sermon in the Bible besides Acts 

17 at Mars Hill. We’ll see that in one of our future studies. 

 

Here in this sermon he has been influenced by that message 

that he heard just before they stoned Stephen to death. And 

he’s also incredibly influenced by his time with Peter because 

he had a couple of weeks with him in Jerusalem. Watch it 

come out in the sermon. 

 

“And Paul stood up and he motioned with his hand, he said, 

‘Men of Israel, and those who fear God, give me your 

attention:” 

 

v. 17 The God of this people Israel chose our fathers 

and exalted the people during their stay in the land 

of Egypt, and with an uplifted arm He led them out 

from it.  

 

“The God of this people Israel chose”—there’s our verb—“our 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin.



24 

 

fathers and exalted the people during their stay in the land of 

Egypt, and with an uplifted arm He led them out from it.” 

 

So we have: 

 

“chose,” 

 

“exalted,” and 

 

“led them out.” 

 

He’s just going to give us a little Bible survey here—Old 

Testament survey—to show these fellas that he’s really 

straight and he knows it. He knows his theology and his 

history. 

 

v. 18 And for about a period of forty years He put up 

with them in the wilderness.  

 

“And for about a period of forty years”—verb—“He put up with 

them in the wilderness.” 

 

That’s literal. 

 

v. 19 And having destroyed seven nations in the land of 

Canaan, He distributed their land as an inheritance 

for about four hundred and fifty years.  

 

“And having destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, 

He distributed their land as an inheritance for about four 
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hundred and fifty years.” 

 

v. 20 And after these things He gave them judges until 

Samuel the prophet.  

 

“And after these things He gave them judges until Samuel the 

prophet.” 

 

He just passes over the whole period of Judges and gets to 

Samuel. 

 

v. 21 And then they asked for a king, and God gave 

them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of 

Benjamin, for forty years.  

 

“And then they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul the 

son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years.” 

 

v. 22 And after He removed him, He raised up David to 

be their king, concerning whom He bore testimony 

and said: ‘I found David, the son of Jesse, a man 

after my heart, who will do all things which are my 

desires.’  

 

“And after He removed him, He raised up David to be their 

king, concerning whom He bore testimony and said: ”I found 

David, the son of Jesse, a man after my heart, who will do all 

things which are my desires.”” 

 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin.



26 

 

v. 23 From the offspring of this man according to 

promise God brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus,  

 

“From the offspring of this man according to promise God 

brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus,” 

 

Isn’t that something? In just a few verses he gets all the way 

from the beginning clear down to Jesus. He skips 26 

generations between David and Jesus here, but he’s there. 

He’s at the point in his message he needs to be—focused on 

Jesus. 

 

Now it’s transition time in the sermon. At verse 24 it goes to 

John the Baptist. These fellas have heard of John the Baptist. 

Some of them are followers of his. So he weaves John the 

Baptist into his argument. 

 

v. 24 after John proclaimed before His coming a 

baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel.  

 

“after John proclaimed before His coming a baptism of 

repentance to all the people of Israel.” 

 

v. 25 And when John was finishing his course, he kept 

on saying, ‘What are you supposing that I am? I am 

not He. But behold one is coming after me, the 

sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to untie.’  

 

“And when John was finishing his course, he kept on saying, 

“What are you supposing that I am? I am not He. But behold 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin.



27 

 

one is coming after me, the sandals of whose feet I am not 

worthy to untie.”” 

 

Now, the whole focus of the rest of his message is on Jesus.  

 

There are 27 REFERENCES TO JESUS in the rest of this 

message. 

 

Don’t say that the whole message of the book of Acts is the 

Holy Spirit. It’s Jesus! The answer to man’s need—salvation 

to a lost and dying world. Stay with Jesus and we’ll be right 

on target, in every one of these messages. 

 

They didn’t come to Antioch of Pisidia to deal with them about 

the Holy Spirit. They came to Antioch of Pisidia to get some 

people saved! To come to know Jesus in a personal way! 

 

Now watch it!  

 

v. 26 Men, brethren, sons of the family of Abraham and 

those among you who fear God, to us the word of 

this salvation was sent forth,  

 

“Men, brethren, sons of the family of Abraham and those 

among you who fear God, to us the word of this salvation was 

sent forth,” 

 

v. 27 for those who are residing in Jerusalem and their 

rulers, having been ignorant of this One and the 
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voices of the prophets, which are read every 

Sabbath, in condemning Him fulfilled this word.  

 

“for those who are residing in Jerusalem and their rulers, 

having been ignorant of this One and the voices of the 

prophets, which are read every Sabbath, in condemning Him 

fulfilled this word.” 

 

And that’s Isaiah 53. They’d read that and still they did it. 

 

v. 28 And though not having found even one cause of 

death in Him, they asked Pilate that He be 

destroyed.  

 

“And though not having found even one cause of death in Him, 

they asked Pilate that He be destroyed.” 

 

v. 29 And when they carried out all the things which 

were written concerning Him, having taken Him 

down from the cross, they laid Him in a tomb.  

 

“And when they carried out all the things which were written 

concerning Him, having taken Him down from the cross, they 

laid Him in a tomb.” 

 

That’s what they did! But God did this! 

 

v. 30 But God raised Him from the dead;  

 

“But God raised Him from the dead;” 
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v. 31 He was seen for many days by those who came up 

with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, the very ones 

who are now His witnesses to the people.  

 

“He was seen for many days by those who came up with Him 

from Galilee to Jerusalem, the very ones who are now His 

witnesses to the people.” 

 

v. 32 And we are bringing good news to you of the 

promise which was made to the fathers,  

 

“And we are bringing good news to you of the promise which 

was made to the fathers,” 

 

Is he excited? He says, “I’ve got great news to tell you! He’s 

alive! And we’re coming to tell you! This is the message that 

was made as a promise to our fathers of a land and a seed and 

a kingdom!” 

 

v. 33 that God has completely fulfilled this to our 

children, having raised up Jesus, as also in the 

second Psalm it stands written: ‘You are my Son; 

today I have begotten you.’  

 

“that God has completely fulfilled this to our children, having 

raised up Jesus, as also in the second Psalm it stands 

written:”—so he’s going to quote from there. 

 

““You are my Son; today I have begotten you.”” 
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v. 34 Now that He raised Him from the dead, no longer 

destined to return to decay, He has spoken in this 

way: ‘I will give to you the holy things of David, the 

trustworthy things.’  

 

“Now that He raised Him from the dead, no longer destined to 

return to decay, He has spoken in this way: “I will give to you 

the holy things of David, the trustworthy things.”” 

 

That’s Isaiah 55:3. 

 

v. 35 Therefore also in another Psalm He is saying: ‘You 

will not appoint your Holy One to see corruption.’  

 

“Therefore also in another Psalm”—Psalm 16—“He is saying: 

“You will not appoint your Holy One to see corruption.”” 

 

Peter used this argument in Acts 2 with incredible force. He 

said: “David wrote that and said the Holy One wouldn’t see 

corruption but He did because His tomb’s right up here on the 

side of the hill, right here in Jerusalem.” He said, “So he had 

to be writing about somebody else. He had to be writing about 

Jesus because Jesus went into that tomb and He didn’t see 

corruption. He came back out again.” 

 

v. 36 For indeed, David after he served the purpose of 

God in his own generation, fell asleep, and was laid 

among his fathers, and saw corruption.  
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“For indeed, David after he served the purpose of God in his 

own generation, fell asleep, and was laid among his fathers, 

and he saw corruption.” 

 

v. 37 But He whom God raised up did not see 

corruption.  

 

“But He whom God raised up did not see corruption.” 

 

v. 38 Let it be known, therefore, to you, men, brethren, 

that through this One forgiveness of sins is being 

proclaimed to you.  

 

“Let it be known, therefore, to you, men, brethren,” 

 

TRANSITION. “This is what God will do if you’ll respond.”  

 

What God has done, what God is doing and what God will do 

now. 

 

“Let it be known, therefore, to you, men, brethren, that 

through this One forgiveness of sins is being proclaimed to 

you.” 

 

Isaiah 1:18 

 

Come now and let us reason together…though your sins be as 

scarlet, they shall be as white as snow. Though they be red 

like crimson, they shall be as wool. 
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He’s famous for forgiveness!  

 

v. 39 And through Him everyone who is believing is 

being set free from all things, from which you could 

not be freed through the Law of Moses.  

 

“And through Him everyone who is believing”—single 

condition—“is”—WHAT?—“being set free from all things, from 

which you could not be freed through the Law of Moses.” 

 

FORGIVENESS and FREEDOM! 

 

God begins to work uniquely in each of us as a person to make 

us more like Jesus! There’s freedom from the Law and we’re 

now living under grace as God works in our life, totally 

accepting, forgiving and cleansing us from sin! 

 

v. 40 Be taking heed, therefore, lest there come upon 

you that which has been spoken by the prophets:  

 

“Be taking heed, therefore, lest there come upon you that 

which has been spoken by the prophets:” 

 

v. 41 ‘Behold, you scoffers, and wonder and perish; 

because I am accomplishing a work in your days, a 

work which you will never believe, though someone 

should describe it to you.’” 

 

““Behold, you scoffers, and wonder and perish; because I am 

accomplishing a work in your days, a work which you will 
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never believe, though someone should describe it to you.”’” 

 

Where’s that come from?  

 

That’s Habakkuk 1:5.  

 

Habakkuk’s saying, “God you aren’t doing anything.” And God 

says, “I am. I’m doing a great work in your day.” 

 

And so he just pulls that little statement out. He says God’s 

doing something incredible! 

 

And “you scoffers, wonder and perish.” Don’t do that! Respond! 

God will work! 

 

v. 42 Now as they were going out, they were begging 

that these words might be spoken to them the next 

Sabbath.  

 

“Now as they were going out, they were begging that these 

words might be spoken to them the next Sabbath.” 

 

They wanted them to come back and preach again.  

 

v. 43 Now when the meeting of the synagogue had 

broken up, many of the Jews and the proselytes 

who were worshipping followed Paul and 

Barnabas, who, speaking to them, were urging 

them to be continuing in the grace of God.  
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“Now when the meeting of the synagogue had broken up, 

many of the Jews and the proselytes who were worshipping 

followed Paul and Barnabas, who, speaking to them, were 

urging them to continue in the grace of God.” 

 

They had some response. 

 

v. 44 And the next Sabbath nearly the whole city was 

gathered together to hear the word of God.  

 

“And the next Sabbath nearly the whole city was gathered 

together to hear the word of God.” 

 

The word got out! We have some men in town that have got a 

message that’s relevant, it meets needs and everybody comes 

to hear it. It’s almost like Antioch of Syria, isn’t it? It’s the 

beginning of the church over there. 

 

v. 45 But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were 

filled with jealousy, and were speaking against the 

things which were being spoken by Paul, saying 

slanderous and evil things.  

 

“But”—here we go—“when the Jews saw the crowds, they 

were filled with jealousy, and were speaking against the 

things which were being spoken by Paul, saying slanderous 

and evil things.” 

 

Does that sound anything like Bar-Jesus back on Paphos? The 

evil one is able even to use the religious establishment to 
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accomplish his purpose. He’s able to cause resistance to take 

place.  

 

They start saying “evil things” and “slanderous” things about 

them—putting them down. 

 

Now Paul isn’t one to take that sitting down. We’ve already 

seen that with Bar-Jesus.  

 

v. 46 And having become bold, Paul and Barnabas said: 

“It was necessary that the word of God should be 

spoken to you first; since you are repudiating it, 

and you are judging yourselves not worthy of 

eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles.  

 

“And having become bold, Paul and Barnabas said: ‘It was 

necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you first; 

since you are repudiating it, and you are judging yourselves 

not worthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the 

Gentiles.” 

 

v. 47 For thus the Lord has commanded us; ‘I have 

appointed you as a light for the Gentiles, in order 

that you may be for salvation to the end of the 

earth.’” 

 

“For thus the Lord has commanded us; “I have appointed you 

as a light for the Gentiles, in order that you may be for 

salvation to the end of the earth.”’” 
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That’s Isaiah 49:6. 

 

v. 48 Now the Gentiles, hearing this, were rejoicing and 

glorifying the word of the Lord. And as many as 

had been appointed to life eternal believed.  

 

“Now the Gentiles, hearing this, were rejoicing and glorifying 

the word of the Lord. And as many as had been appointed to 

life eternal believed.” 

 

Those whom God had chosen who knew that they were going 

to choose Him before they chose Him, they believed and 

received Christ here. 

 

v. 49 And the word of the Lord was being spread 

through the whole region.  

 

“And the word of the Lord was being spread through the whole 

region.” 

 

v. 50 But the Jews aroused the worshipping women of 

prominence and the leading men of the city, and 

stirred up a persecution against Paul and 

Barnabas, and threw them out of their boundaries.  

 

“But the Jews aroused the worshipping women” 

 

Uh-oh. You get the women upset then you’re going to run out 

of the city. One thing to get the religious excited, but you get 

the girls going—trouble. 
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“worshipping women of prominence and the leading men of 

the city, and stirred up a persecution against Paul and 

Barnabas, and threw them out of their boundaries.” 

 

v. 51 But having shaken off the dust of their feet 

against them, they went to Iconium.  

 

“But having shaken off the dust of their feet against them, 

they went to”—Antioch saying we aren’t going to do this 

anymore. Is that what it says? 

 

They just went on to “Iconium.” That’s about 20 miles down 

the road. They’re going to keep on preaching. About 75 miles 

on down from there. Just a little bit further. 

 

v. 52 And the disciples were being filled with joy and 

with the Holy Spirit.  

 

“And the disciples were”—so sad. 

 

“And the disciples were being filled with joy and with the Holy 

Spirit.” 

 

No matter how rough it is, there ought to be something inside 

that’s never affected. And that’s our joy. 

 

Joy is the first thing that goes when we’re out of fellowship 

with the Lord. Just like a well that dries up. It’s a joy 

independent of circumstances.  
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 Galatians 5:22 

 

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace… 

 

Lewis Smedes said: 

 

You and I were created for joy, and if we miss it, we miss the 

reason for our existence....If our joy is honest joy, it must 

somehow be congruous with human tragedy. This is the test of 

joy’s integrity: is it compatible with pain?...Only the heart that 

hurts has a right to joy. 

(source unknown) 

 

They go on in the joy of the Spirit 75 miles now back toward 

the east to Iconium. 

 

Acts 14:1—STAGING POINT. 

 

14:v.1 And it came about in Iconium that they entered 

the synagogue of the Jews together, and spoke in 

such a manner that a great multitude believed, 

both of Jews and of Greeks.  

 

“And it came about in Iconium that they entered the 

synagogue of the Jews together, and spoke in such a manner 

that a great multitude believed, both the Jews and of Greeks.” 

 

He probably used the same sermon that he used in Antioch of 

Pisidia. Why not? It’d go just as well over there as it did here 
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so he blazes at them in the synagogue and he gets a great 

response. A bunch of people come to know the Lord. 

 

v. 2 But the Jews who refused to be persuaded, stirred 

up the souls (minds) of the Gentiles, and embittered 

them against the brethren.  

 

“But the Jews who refused to be persuaded, stirred up the 

souls (and the minds) of the Gentiles, and embittered them 

against the brethren.” 

 

v. 3 Therefore they spent a long time there, speaking 

boldly in reliance upon the Lord, who was bearing 

witness to the word of His grace, giving signs and 

wonders to be done by their hands.  

 

“Therefore they spent a long time there, speaking boldly in 

reliance upon the Lord, who was bearing witness to the word 

of His grace, giving signs and wonders to be done by their 

hands.” 

 

v. 4 But the multitude of the city was divided; and some 

were with the Jews, and some with the apostles.  

 

“But the multitude of the city was divided; and some were 

with the Jews, and some with the apostles.” 

 

That’s the way it is. Jesus hung on the Cross. There was one 

that did and one that didn’t. Humanity divided. 
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v. 5 Now when there arose a hostile attempt on the part 

of both the Gentiles and the Jews with their rulers, 

to mistreat and to stone them,  

 

“Now when there arose a hostile attempt on the part of both 

the Gentiles and the Jews with their rulers, to mistreat and to 

stone them,” 

 

v. 6 having become aware of it, they fled for refuge to 

the cities of Lycaonia: Lystra and Derbe, and the 

surrounding region;  

 

“having become aware of it, they fled for refuge to the cities of 

Lycaonia:” 

 

This is the next province. Iconium is Pisidia—now we’re going 

to Lycaonia and there are two cities here before we turn and 

head back to the house: 

 

“Lystra and Derbe,” 

 

LYSTRA is only 20 miles from Iconium so they’ve just moved 

20 miles away to Lystra. 

 

And then DERBE is 62 miles further down the road.  

 

And they’re heading back east into Asia Minor here. 

 

“and the surrounding region;” 
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They’re kind of like David, when Saul was chasing him. 

They’re hiding wherever they can. 

 

v. 7 and there they were continuing to proclaim the 

good news.  

 

“and there they were continuing to proclaim the good news.” 

 

Peril and persecution can’t stop me. Just keep going. 

 

v. 8 And a certain man was sitting at Lystra who was 

without strength in his feet, lame from his mother’s 

womb, who had never walked.  

 

“And a certain man was sitting at Lystra who was without 

strength in his feet, lame from his mother’s womb, who had 

never walked.” 

 

We can put Acts 3 there because that’s what Peter and John 

faced when they went up to the temple with the lame man 

they healed there. 

 

v. 9 This man was listening to Paul speaking, who, 

having fixed his gaze upon him, and having seen 

that he is having faith to be saved,  

 

“This man was listening to Paul speaking, who, having fixed 

his gaze upon him, and having seen that he is having faith to 

be saved,” 
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v. 10 said with a loud voice: “Stand upright on your 

feet.” And he sprang up and was walking around.  

 

“said with a loud voice: ‘Stand upright on your feet.’ And he 

sprang up and was walking around.” 

 

v. 11 And when the crowds saw what Paul did, they 

raised their voice in the Lycaonian language 

saying: “The gods having become like men, came 

down to us.”  

 

“And when the crowds saw what Paul did, they raised their 

voice in the Lycaonian language saying: ‘The gods having 

become like men, came down to us.”’ 

 

They had a tradition there. They had a tradition that Zeus 

and Hermes came down incognito and lived among the people 

and nobody showed them hospitality and so they wiped out 

the whole place. So they flat aren’t going to make that mistake 

again.  

 

They are convinced that Zeus and Hermes are here because of 

the healing that took place and they are going to show him 

hospitality. And so that’s why all of this is stirred up. 

 

v. 12 And they were calling Barnabas, Zeus, and Paul, 

Hermes, because he was the leader of the speaking.  

 

“And they were calling Barnabas, Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, 

because he was the leader of the speaking.” 
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v. 13 And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was in front 

of the city, having brought oxen and garlands to the 

gates, was desiring to offer sacrifice with the 

crowds.  

 

“And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was in front of the city, 

having brought oxen and garlands to the gates, was desiring 

to offer sacrifice with the crowds.” 

 

v. 14 But when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard 

of it, having torn their robes, they rushed out into 

the crowd, crying out 

 

“But when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of it, 

having torn their robes, they rushed out into the crowd, crying 

out” 

 

v. 15 and saying, “Men, why are you doing these things? 

We are also men of the same nature as you, 

proclaiming the good news to you in order that you 

should turn from these things that are futile to God 

who is living, who made the heaven and the earth 

and the sea and all the things which are in them.  

 

“and saying, ‘Men, why are you doing these things? We are 

also men of the same nature as you, proclaiming the good 

news to you in order that you should turn from these things 

that are futile to God who is living, who made the heaven and 

the earth and the sea and all the things which are in them.” 
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v. 16 Who in the generations gone by permitted all the 

nations to be proceeding along their ways of life.  

 

“Who in the generations gone by permitted all the nations to 

be proceeding along their ways of life.” 

 

v. 17 And yet He did not leave himself without a 

witness, in that He was doing good, giving you 

rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling your 

hearts with food and good cheer.”  

 

“And yet He did not leave himself without a witness, in that 

He was doing good, giving you rains from heaven and fruitful 

seasons, filling your hearts with food and good cheer.”‘ 

 

Why are they so concerned about that? Remember in Acts 

chapter 12 when Herod got on his throne and started talking? 

And they said, “The voice of a God” and he didn’t give God the 

glory, he just crumpled over in worms and died on the spot!” 

(ref. Acts 12:21-23) 

 

These fellas don’t want to die on the spot! There’s a principle. 

Give glory to God for His work! And don’t offer sacrifices to 

men! And so they don’t want that to happen! 

 

v. 18 And even saying these things, they with difficulty 

restrained the crowds from offering sacrifice to 

them.  
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“And even saying these things, they with difficulty restrained 

the crowds from offering sacrifice to them.” 

 

Now want to see how close it is from the GLORY to the 

GORY? One verse. 

 

From being a HERO to being a HEEL. One verse. Look at 

this. 

 

v. 19 But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and 

having persuaded the crowds, and having stoned 

Paul, they were dragging him out of the city, 

supposing him to be dead.  

 

“But some Jews came from Antioch [of Pisidia] and Iconium.”  

 

They come chasing down here to Lyrstra. 

 

“and having persuaded the crowds, and having stoned Paul, 

they were dragging him out of the city, supposing him to be 

dead.” 

 

One minute they’re gods and the next minute they’re being 

drug out of the city. 

 

This is probably when Paul wrote 2 Corinthians 12:2-4 where 

he describes being caught up to the third heaven. Whether in 

the body or out of the body he knows not but he saw things 

that it is not right for him to utter.  
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Why did God allow Paul to be stoned?  

 

Principle—and it’s not violated. 

 

Galatians 6:7 

 

Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 

 

In the life of David there’s a great principle in the whole last 

part of his life. And that is, we can experience instant 

forgiveness but the consequences will live with us for the rest 

of our life. And God can’t do anything about the scars and the 

consequences. 

 

Now does Paul know anything at all about stoning? He 

ordered it and let them drop their robes at his feet while it 

took place. And God sometimes allows us the privilege of 

knowing what we permitted by the pain of the experience 

itself. 

 

And that’s not inconsistent. There are those who will preach 

the message, “Oh yes! Come to Jesus and great forgiveness 

and He wipes out all the consequences of anything you’ve ever 

done in the past!” 

 

He instantly forgives—yes! And He sets us free to become like 

His Son! But those consequences are going to be part of the 

curriculum to make us more like Jesus. It’s an inviolable rule 

of nature that “whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 

reap.” (ref. Galatians 6:7) 
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Galatians 6:17 

 

I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. 

 

He hurts! He’s in great pain. He’s suffered a lot. What’s he 

going to do now? Is he going to be like John Mark and go back 

home?  

 

John Hansel says about his own pain: 

 

Perhaps this pain has forced some kind of awakening in me. It 

has established not only a new durability of the spirit and a 

new endurance of the heart, but also a wild and tenacious 

vividness of life. It is as though I’ve been forewarned—

therefore, blessed—by the ensuing and insistent pain. Slowly 

I’m even learning to trust the pain like a friend, to learn from 

it like a mentor, embrace it like a brother, and laugh at it like 

a...a fool for Christ’s sake. My eyes have been opened to see so 

much more of life than I would have been willing to do so 

otherwise. A new odyssey awaits me and I am ready. 

(source unknown) 

 

And so the apostle Paul gets up. Look at this next verse. They 

think they have a resurrection on their hands. 

 

v. 20 But while the disciples stood around him, he arose 

and entered the city. And the next day he went 

away with Barnabas to Derbe.  
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“But while the disciples stood around him,”—thinking what 

they’re going to do with him and what’s going to happen—“he 

arose and entered the city. And the next day he went away 

with Barnabas to Derbe.” 

 

That’s a 62 mile trip. He goes into the outpatient clinic, gets 

himself all bandaged up, gets a bottle of extra strength 

Tylenol and he goes 62 miles down the road to start the same 

thing over again in Derbe! He just keeps going. We don’t stop 

guys like that. 

 

v. 21 And proclaiming the good news in that city and 

having made many disciples, they returned to 

Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch,  

 

“And proclaiming the good news in that city and having made 

many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to 

Antioch,” 

 

What they’re doing is just turning around and they’re coming 

right back now to Antioch. The journey is over. 

 

Now what are they doing on the way back? They’re going back 

where they’ve been because people know we care when we’re 

not a fly-by-night.  

 

And they go back and strengthen the brethren and sisters by 

teaching them as they go on their way back. They go right 

back to Lystra where they’ve been stoned. They talked to the 

folks there. To Iconium to Antioch—that’s 157 miles.  
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v. 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, 

encouraging them to be persevering in the faith, 

and saying, “Through many tribulations we must 

enter the kingdom of God.”  

 

“strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to 

be persevering in the faith, and saying,”—WHAT? 

 

Something good is going to happen. God means for blessing 

and prosperity in life!  

 

That’s the furthest thing from the truth of the Bible.  

 

“‘Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of 

God.”’ 

 

Matthew 6:24 

 

If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself and take 

up his cross. 

 

1 Thessalonians 3:3 

 

So that no man may be disturbed by these afflictions, for you 

yourselves know that we have been destined for this; 

 

We see that in 2 Peter also where the apostle says: 

 

1 Peter 2:20, 21 
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What credit is it if when you sin you’re harshly treated and 

you endure it with patience? But when you do what is right 

and suffer for it, you patiently endure it, this finds favor with 

God. For you’ve been called for this purpose since Christ 

suffered for you, leaving you an example that you should 

follow in His steps. 

 

v. 23 And having appointed elders for them in every 

church, having prayed with fasting, they 

commended them to the Lord in whom they had 

believed.  

 

“And having appointed elders for them in every church, 

having prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord 

in whom they had believed.” 

 

v. 24 And they passed through Pisidia and came into 

Pamphylia.  

 

“And they passed through Pisidia”— they’re going on down 

south now to get the boat—“and came into Pamphylia.” 

 

v. 25 And having spoken the word in Perga, they went 

down to Attalia;  

 

“And having spoken the word in Perga,”— they didn’t talk 

there on the way up so they do on the way back—“they went 

down to Attalia;” 
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That’s the coastal place to catch the boat. 

 

v. 26 and from there they sailed to Antioch, from which 

place they had been committed to the grace of God 

for the work which they fulfilled (accomplished).  

 

“and from there they sailed to Antioch,”—they just bypass 

Cyprus and they went all the way back up to Seleucia, got out, 

16 miles up to Antioch. 

 

“from which place they had been committed to the grace of 

God for the work which they fulfilled (accomplished).” 

 

v. 27 And when they arrived and gathered the church 

together, they reported all things that God did with 

them and that He opened a door of faith to the 

Gentiles.  

 

“And when they arrived and gathered the church together, 

they reported all things that God did with them and”—

through them—“that He opened a door of faith to the 

Gentiles.” 

 

v. 28 And they were spending not a little time with the 

disciples.  

 

“And they were spending not a little time”—there and R&R—

“with the disciples.” 

 

The end of JOURNEY #1. 
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We get several lessons and here they are as we wrap up. 

 

Lesson #1: God wants to speak to us. The question is ARE WE 

LISTENING? 

 

They were ministering to the Lord and the Lord said, 

“Separate Barnabas and Saul for the ministry I have for 

them.” 

 

Lesson #2: Prayer, reading of the Word and worship are all 

parts of ministering to the Lord. As well as serving the needs 

of others. 

 

Lesson #3: Satan’s masterpiece is a counterfeit of that which 

is real. 

 

We saw that in Bar-Jesus. 

 

Lesson #4: Satan will FIGHT and FRUSTRATE the Gospel of 

Christ. 

 

Lesson #5: The hand of the Lord will be upon us in judgment 

or blessing. 

 

1 Peter 5:6: “Humble yourself therefore unto the mighty hand 

of God.” 

 

Lesson #6: John Mark was not a finisher in this project. 
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We’ll see him more later and we’ll hear the rest of the story. 

 

Lesson #7: Paul’s message magnifies the person of the Lord 

Jesus. 

 

Twenty-seven times he’s mentioned in those brief verses. 

 

Lesson #8: There is FORGIVENESS and FREEDOM to 

everyone who is believing in Christ. 

 

Thank God for His grace that provides that. 

 

Lesson #9: There is a fine line between the GLORY and the 

GORY. 

 

The L is the only thing that separates these two words and 

that’s a fine line. 

 

One minute they’re heroes and gods and the next minute 

they’re being drug out of the street dead. 

 

Lesson #10: The apostles expected persecution. 

 

The apostles expected persecution and opposition. It was part 

of God’s program for them. 

 

Lesson #11: Nothing stopped them from a successful 

completion of their mission. 

 

The task ahead is never greater than the power behind. God is 
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faithful. 

 

Nothing stopped them from a successful completion of their 

mission. 

 

And the last one: 

 

Lesson #12: God worked with them and through them. 

 

God worked with them and through them on this first 

missionary journey. 

 

Charles Colson writes: 

 

(Who Speaks for God? by Charles Colson) 

 

A few years ago, during a visit to Australia, I was interviewed 

by a well-known radio show host. As the program drew to a 

close, he posed one last question. “Mr. Colson, you are an 

unusual person. You have conquered the pinnacles of secular 

success. The goals most people strive their whole lives for, you 

have achieved—only to see it all collapse as you fell from the 

White House to prison. But now you’re out, leading a new life 

as a Christian. It’s like having lived two lives. How would you 

sum up the meaning of those two lives?” 

I glanced at the clock, realizing with a sinking feeling that 

only 20 seconds remained in the live broadcast. Then in a 

flash the answer came. “If my life stands for anything,” I said 

quickly, “it is the truth of the teaching of Jesus Christ, 

‘...whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
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his life for me will find it. What good will it be for a man if he 

gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul?’” (Matt. 16:25-26 

NIV) 

(source unknown) 

 

Paul and Barnabas are not fools because they’re counting 

everything but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 

Christ. They’re willing to be used by Him. We’ve seen them on 

their first journey. 

 

Father, if there’s someone without Jesus we just pray that 

Your Holy Spirit would convict, bring them to Calvary so that 

they might express their faith in the finished work of Christ. 

And Father, for those of us who know You, pray that we might 

be more intensely motivated to be men and women who are 

taking the initiative to be involved in people’s lives and to 

share with them the good news of Jesus Christ. In the Savior’s 

name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of ACTS: 

 

Take It To Them! 

 

“Putting the GO Back in the Gospel” 

 

 

STUDY NUMBER TEN – ACTS 13:1-14:28   NOTES 

 
v. 1 Now there were in Antioch in the church which was there, 

prophets and teachers: Barnabas and Simeon, who was called 

Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene and Manaen who had been brought 

up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.  

v. 2 Now while they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the 

Holy Spirit said: “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work 

to which I have called them.”  

v. 3 Then when they fasted and prayed and laid their hands upon 

them, they sent them away. 

v. 4 So being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to 

Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus.  

v. 5 And having come to Salamis, they were proclaiming the word 

of God in the synagogues of the Jews; and they were also having 

John as their helper. 

v. 6 And when they had gone through the whole island as far as 

Paphos, they found a certain man, a magician, a false prophet, a 

Jew, whose name was Bar-Jesus, 

v. 7 who was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of 

understanding (intelligence). This man summoned Barnabas and 

Saul and sought to hear the word of God. 

v. 8 But Elymas the magician (for thus his name is translated) was 

opposing them, seeking to turn away the proconsul from the faith. 

v. 9 But Saul, who is also called Paul, having been filled with the 

Holy Spirit, fixed his gaze upon him. 

v. 10 And said, “You who are full of all deceit and fraud, son of the 

devil, enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease perverting the 

right ways of the Lord?  
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            NOTES 
v. 11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you 

will be blind, not seeing the sun for a time.” And immediately a 

dimness of the eyes and a darkness fell upon him, and going about, 

he was seeking someone to lead him by the hand. 

v. 12 Then the proconsul believed when he saw what had 

happened, being amazed at the teaching of the Lord.  

v. 13 Now Paul and his companions put out to sea from Paphos 

and came to Perga in Pamphylia, but John, having withdrawn 

from them, returned to Jerusalem. 

v. 14 But having gone on from Perga, they arrived at Pisidian 

Antioch, and having gone into the synagogue on the day of the 

Sabbath, seated themselves. 

v. 15 And after the reading of the Law and the Prophets the 

synagogue officials sent to them, saying, “Men, brethren, if you are 

having any word of exhortation for the people, say it.” 

v. 16 And Paul stood up and motioned with his hand, he said, 

“Men of Israel, and those who fear God, give me your attention: 

v. 17 The God of this people Israel chose our fathers and exalted 

the people during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with an 

uplifted arm He led them out from it.  

v. 18 And for about a period of forty years He put up with them in 

the wilderness. 

v. 19 And having destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, 

He distributed their land as an inheritance for about four hundred 

and fifty years. 

v. 20 And after these things He gave them judges until Samuel the 

prophet. 

v. 21 And then they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul the 

son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 

v. 22 And after He removed him, He raised up David to be their 

king, concerning whom He bore testimony and said: ‘I found David, 

the son of Jesse, a man after my heart, who will do all things 

which are my desires.’ 

v. 23 From the offspring of this man according to promise God 

brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, 

v. 24 after John proclaimed before His coming a baptism of 

repentance to all the people of Israel.  

v. 25 And when John was finishing his course, he kept on saying, 

‘What are you supposing that I am? I am not He. But behold one is 

coming after me, the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to 

untie.’ 
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            NOTES 
v. 26 Men, brethren, sons of the family of Abraham and those 

among you who fear God, to us the word of this salvation was sent 

forth, 

v. 27 for those who are residing in Jerusalem and their rulers, 

having been ignorant of this One and the voices of the prophets, 

which are read every Sabbath, in condemning Him fulfilled this 

word. 

v. 28 And though not having found even one cause of death in Him, 

they asked Pilate that He be destroyed.  

v. 29 And when they carried out all the things which were written 

concerning Him, having taken Him down from the cross, they laid 

Him in a tomb. 

v. 30 But God raised Him from the dead;  

v. 31 He was seen for many days by those who came up with Him 

from Galilee to Jerusalem, the very ones who are now His 

witnesses to the people. 

v. 32 And we are bringing good news to you of the promise which 

was made to the fathers, 

v. 33 that God has completely fulfilled this to our children, having 

raised up Jesus, as also in the second Psalm it stands written: ‘You 

are my Son; today I have begotten you.’  

v. 34 Now that He raised Him from the dead, no longer destined to 

return to decay, He has spoken in this way: ‘I will give to you the 

holy things of David, the trustworthy things.’ 

v. 35 Therefore also in another Psalm He is saying: ‘You will not 

appoint your Holy One to see corruption.’ 

v. 36 For indeed, David after he served the purpose of God in his 

own generation, fell asleep, and was laid among his fathers, and 

saw corruption. 

v. 37 But He whom God raised up did not see corruption.  

v. 38 Let it be known, therefore, to you, men, brethren, that 

through this One forgiveness of sins is being proclaimed to you. 

v. 39 And through Him everyone who is believing is being set free 

from all things, from which you could not be freed through the Law 

of Moses. 

v. 40 Be taking heed, therefore, lest there come upon you that 

which has been spoken by the prophets: 

v. 41 ‘Behold, you scoffers, and wonder and perish; because I am 

accomplishing a work in your days, a work which you will never 

believe, though someone should describe it to you.’” 

v. 42 Now as they were going out, they were begging that these 

words might be spoken to them the next Sabbath.  
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            NOTES 
v. 43 Now when the meeting of the synagogue had broken up, 

many of the Jews and the proselytes who were worshipping 

followed Paul and Barnabas, who, speaking to them, were urging 

them to be continuing in the grace of God.  

v. 44 And the next Sabbath nearly the whole city was gathered 

together to hear the word of God.  

v. 45 But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with 

jealousy, and were speaking against the things which were being 

spoken by Paul, saying slanderous and evil things.  

v. 46 And having become bold, Paul and Barnabas said: “It was 

necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you first; since 

you are repudiating it, and you are judging yourselves not worthy 

of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. 

v. 47 For thus the Lord has commanded us; ‘I have appointed you 

as a light for the Gentiles, in order that you may be for salvation to 

the end of the earth.’” 

v. 48 Now the Gentiles, hearing this, were rejoicing and glorifying 

the word of the Lord. And as many as had been appointed to life 

eternal believed. 

v. 49 And the word of the Lord was being spread through the 

whole region. 

v. 50 But the Jews aroused the worshipping women of prominence 

and the leading men of the city, and stirred up a persecution 

against Paul and Barnabas, and threw them out of their 

boundaries. 

v. 51 But having shaken off the dust of their feet against them, 

they went to Iconium. 

v. 52 And the disciples were being filled with joy and with the Holy 

Spirit. 

14:v.1 And it came about in Iconium that they entered the 

synagogue of the Jews together, and spoke in such a manner that 

a great multitude believed, both of Jews and of Greeks.  

v. 2 But the Jews who refused to be persuaded, stirred up the souls 

(minds) of the Gentiles, and embittered them against the brethren. 

v. 3 Therefore they spent a long time there, speaking boldly in 

reliance up on the Lord, who was bearing witness to the word of 

His grace, giving signs and wonders to be done by their hands. 

v. 4 But the multitude of the city was divided; and some were with 

the Jews, and some with the apostles.  

v. 5 Now when there arose a hostile attempt on the part of both 

the Gentiles and the Jews with their rulers, to mistreat and to 

stone them, 
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            NOTES 
v. 6 having become aware of it, they fled for refuge to the cities of 

Lycaonia: Lystra and Derbe, and the surrounding region; 

v. 7 and there they were continuing to proclaim the good news. 

v. 8 And a certain man was sitting at Lystra who was without 

strength in his feet, lame from his mother’s womb, who had never 

walked. 

v. 9 This man was listening to Paul speaking, who, having fixed 

his gaze upon him, and having seen that he is having faith to be 

saved, 

v. 10 said with a loud voice: “Stand upright on your feet.” And he 

sprang up and was walking around. 

v. 11 And when the crowds saw what Paul did, they raised their 

voice in the Lycaonian language saying: “The gods having become 

like men, came down to us.” 

v. 12 And they were calling Barnabas, Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, 

because he was the leader of the speaking.  

v. 13 And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was in front of the city, 

having brought oxen and garlands to the gates, was desiring to 

offer sacrifice with the crowds.  

v. 14 But when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of it, 

having torn their robes, they rushed out into the crowd, crying out 

v. 15 and saying, “Men, why are you doing these things? We are 

also men of the same nature as you, proclaiming the good news to 

you in order that you should turn from these things that are futile 

to God who is living, who made the heaven and the earth and the 

sea and all the things which are in them.  

v. 16 Who in the generations gone by permitted all the nations to 

be proceeding along their ways of life.  

v. 17 And yet He did not leave himself without a witness, in that 

He was doing good, giving you rains from heaven and fruitful 

seasons, filling your hearts with food and good cheer.” 

v. 18 And even saying these things, they with difficulty restrained 

the crowds from offering sacrifice to them.  

v. 19 But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having 

persuaded the crowds, and having stoned Paul, they were dragging 

him out of the city, supposing him to be dead.  

v. 20 But while the disciples stood around him, he arose and 

entered the city. And the next day he went away with Barnabas to 

Derbe. 

v. 21 And proclaiming the good news in that city and having made 

many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to 

Antioch, 
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            NOTES 
v. 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to 

be persevering in the faith, and saying, “Through many 

tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.”  

v. 23 And having appointed elders for them in every church, 

having prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in 

whom they had believed. 

v. 24 And they passed through Pisidia and came into Pamphylia. 

v. 25 And having spoken the word in Perga, they went down to 

Attalia; 

v. 26 and from there they sailed to Antioch, from which place they 

had been committed to the grace of God for the work which they 

fulfilled (accomplished). 

v. 27 And when they arrived and gathered the church together, 

they reported all things that God did with them and that He 

opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. 

v. 28 And they were spending not a little time with the disciples. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Acts 13:1-14:28 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What does the Spirit of God tell the spiritual leaders of the 

church in Antioch in verse 2? 
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3. What does Saul say to Elymas in verses 10 & 11? 

 

 

 

 

4. What happened to John Mark, according to verse 13? 

 

 

 

 

5. How does Saul describe his mission, according to verses 32 

& 33? 

 

 

 

 

6. What is the single condition of salvation, according to verse 

39? 

 

 

 

 

7. How do Paul and Barnabas respond to the Jewish 

opposition, according to verse 46? 
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8. Describe the responses in Lystra to the gospel by describing 

their treatment of the apostles in chapter 14:8-19. 

 

 

 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: God wants to speak to us. The question is, are we 

listening? 

 

LESSON #2: Prayer, worship, and serving the needs of others 

are all part of ministering to the Lord. 
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LESSON #3: Satan’s masterpiece is a counterfeit of that 

which is real. 

 

LESSON #4: Satan will fight and frustrate the Gospel of 

Christ. 

 

LESSON #5: The hand of the Lord will be upon us in 

judgment or blessing. 

 

LESSON #6: John Mark was not a finisher in this project. 

 

LESSON #7: Peter’s message magnifies the person of the Lord 

Jesus. 

 

LESSON #8: There is forgiveness and freedom to everyone 

who is believing. 

 

LESSON #9: There is a fine line between the glory and the 

gory. 

 

LESSON #10: The apostles expected persecution and 

opposition as part of God’s program for them. 

 

LESSON #11: Nothing stopped them from a successful 

completion of their mission. 

 

LESSON #12: God worked with them and through them on 

this first missionary journey. 
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