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A Practical Study of ACTS: 

 

Take It To Them! 

 

“Putting the GO Back in the Gospel” 

 

Study Number Five – Acts 6:1-7:60 

 

Remember the hymn writer said it so well: 

 

The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord. 

She is His new creation by water and the Word. 

From heaven He came and sought her 

To be His holy bride. 

With His own blood He bought her, 

And for her life He died. 

(source unknown) 

 

The picture that we’ve seen thus far in the book of Acts is 

that: 

 

1. There were some preliminary preparations that needed to 

be taken care of before Pentecost and that was Acts 1. 

 

2. Then in Acts chapter 2 we saw the event take place—the 

coming of the Holy Spirit to dwell in the hearts of individuals. 

 

3. In study #3, we saw the lay man healed—Acts 3. 

 

4. Acts 4—the first persecution came from without. 
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5. And then in Acts chapter 5 we saw the struggles with 

Ananias and Sapphira and the tragic circumstances that took 

place. 

 

That brings us now to chapter 6.  

 

Someone has said that trouble comes in 3’s: 

 

1. We had the problem with Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5. 

 

2. In Acts 6 we’re going to see something that’s even more 

serious and that is the first conflict within the body of Christ. 

 

The neat thing about the Bible is that it doesn’t cover it up in 

any way. And we’re going to see this take place. 

 

3. In Acts 7 we’re going to see the martyrdom of Stephen. 

 

Let’s dig in beginning in Acts 6:1.. 

 

v. 1 Now in these days when the number of the disciples 

was multiplying, a complaint arose on the part of 

the Hellenistic Jews against the native Hebrews, 

because their widows were being overlooked in the 

daily provision of food.  

 

“Now in these days when the number of the disciples was 

multiplying, a complaint arose on the part of the Hellenistic 

Jews against the native Hebrews, because their widows were 
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being overlooked in the daily provision of food.” 

 

Now what we have here are the natives arguing with the 

foreigners. These are Greek Jews and they’re upset over the 

fact that the Meals on Wheels is missing a few stops. That’s 

basically what it is. And some folks are getting some 

preferential treatment. 

 

When we start growing like this, we’re going to have people 

that get their nose out of joint. And here in this situation the 

complaint comes. 

 

Someone has said that there are probably about 25,000 people 

in the church at this point. This is about six years deep since 

Pentecost as the scene of our study unfolds. So it’s been a 

while. And the thing has grown substantially and controversy 

begins to rear its ugly head in the study. 

 

Dwight L. Moody’s son, wrote a book about his father’s life. 

And he talks about Moody’s hatred for controversy. He was 

such a peace loving man. 

 

(The Life of Dwight L. Moody by W. R. Moody) 

 

He had little sympathy with controversy of any sort, or with 

habitual disturbers of Christian unity, and he never allowed 

himself to be hindered by cranks of either sex. [He had a 

statement that he often used] “From long-haired men and 

short-haired women, good Lord, deliver us,” was a part of his 

litany. 
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On one occasion, after a morning session of the August 

Conference, a man upbraided him for not teaching the 

doctrines of holiness. “Why, I have not sinned for years,” 

claimed the stranger. “Haven’t you?” said Mr. Moody; “Well, 

before I accept your word for it I should like the testimony of 

your wife.” The perfectionist thereupon gave such an 

exhibition of temper as to warrant the spectators’ sympathy 

for his wife and Moody’s skepticism. 

(source unknown) 

 

We have these kinds of conflicts and problems in the body of 

Christ. Differences of opinion, differences of emphasis, 

differences of things we like and don’t like. And here these 

people are upset. They just feel like they’re not being treated 

fairly in this set of circumstances. 

 

v. 2 Then the twelve, having called to themselves the 

whole community of the disciples, said, “It is not 

desirable that we should neglect the word of God in 

order to be serving tables.  

 

“Then the twelve, having called to themselves the whole 

community of the disciples, said, ‘It is not desirable that we 

should neglect the word of God in order to be serving tables.” 

 

More of that should be preached today. We have so many 

people getting involved in so many situations rather than 

preaching the Word. There’s a dearth of just good biblical 

preaching and teaching because so many get caught up in 

some of the relevant political issues and issues of the day. Or 
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they get caught up in administrative details rather than 

concentrating on their primary object and objective. 

 

This is what happened to Jim Rayburn. Jim was the founder 

of Young Life and his son, Jim Rayburn, III, wrote a book 

called Dance, Children, Dance. He confesses in the book that 

Jim’s problem probably had to do with administration when 

he says: 

 

(Dance, Children, Dance by Jim Rayburn, III) 

 

Administrative details, management hassles, fund-raising 

duties, board meetings, committee meetings, and demanding 

schedules all triggered long runs of vicious migraines. God 

does not call people to self-destruction. It is difficult to believe 

that these activities were a necessary part of Jim’s calling. He 

was a spiritual leader, not a corporate executive. 

(source unknown) 

 

These men could yield to the pressure right now. 

 

Look there’s a problem! We have to get involved and settle 

this thing and nobody can do it better than we can! So we’re 

going to get into it. 

 

No. They say we’re not going to get into it. We’re not called to 

do that.  
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v. 3 But select, brethren, from among yourselves seven 

men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and of 

wisdom, whom we shall appoint over this business.  

 

“But”—what you’re supposed to do is here in verse 3—“select, 

brethren, from among yourselves seven men of good 

reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we shall 

appoint over this business.” 

 

What are the marks of a godly person? What makes a person 

really special and what makes his witness effective? Well 

here’s a good verse to look at. 

 

The apostles say we want these kinds of men to come in and 

help us. They have three qualities: 

 

1. they’re “men of good reputation,” 

 

2. they’re “full of the Spirit” and 

 

3. they’re “full…of wisdom.” 

 

Those are the kind of men that we want to do this business for 

us. 

 

v. 4 But we shall give constant attention to prayer and 

to ministry of the word.”  

 

“But we shall give constant attention to prayer and to the 

ministry of the word.”‘ 
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They give testimony and they say, “Look, the top priority in 

our lives is the study of the word and prayer. And these other 

matters, y’all take care of those.” 

 

v. 5 And the word pleased the entire multitude. And 

they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the 

Holy Spirit, and Philip and Prochorus and Nicanor, 

and Timon, and Parmenes, and Nicolas, a proselyte 

from Antioch.  

 

“And the word pleased the entire multitude.” 

 

Here’s a list of the seven guys that they chose. Focus 

particularly on the first two. Because Stephen is going to be 

the star in our next chapter in just a minute, and then we’re 

going to look at Philip who is the star of the story in Acts 8. 

 

“And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy 

Spirit, and Philip and Prochorus and Nicanor, and Timon, and 

Parmenes, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch.” 

 

For anyone who is running short on names for children, here’s 

a whole brand new list we can grab ahold of and try. Imagine 

calling your kid “Prochorus” or “Nicanor” or “Parmenes.” 

“Nicolas” isn’t quite so bad. But here we have seven. 

 

Sometimes we read the Bible and we don’t really pay 

attention. There’s really something special here.  

 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin.



8 

 

When there’s a conflict in the church today, how do we solve 

it? Well we form a committee don’t we? That’s the first way we 

solve your problem. And then we have to be very careful that 

we represent all the interest groups on a committee, don’t we? 

So that we have a broad spectrum. 

 

Know how they did it in the early church? All seven of these 

guys have Greek names. Who are the people doing the 

griping? It’s the Greeks. 

 

They said, “Well y’all doing the griping, you just form the 

committee and take care of this thing. We trust you.” 

 

There had to be an undergirding sense of confidence and love 

among these people that was incredible. They weren’t so picky 

and so penny-ante and all that stuff. They were bigger than 

that kind of conflict. So when it came time to choose the seven 

guys, they’re all Greeks. 

 

They aren’t going to worry about special interest groups.  

 

“Y’all take care of Meals on Wheels then and run the routes 

and see to it that it’s all taken care of. We don’t have time for 

that kind of stuff. Y’all do it.” So he turns it over to these 

seven fellas. 

 

v. 6 Whom they stood before the apostles; and they, 

having prayed, laid their hands upon them.  

 

“Whom they stood before the apostles; and they, having 
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prayed, laid their hands upon them.” 

 

Now look what happens when they handle the thing right. 

That’s what’s neat in verse 7. 

 

v. 7 And the word of God kept on spreading; and the 

number of the disciples in Jerusalem kept on 

multiplying greatly, and a large number of the 

priests were becoming obedient to the faith.  

 

“And the word of God kept on spreading; and the number of 

the disciples in Jerusalem kept on multiplying greatly, and a 

large number of the priests were becoming obedient to the 

faith.” 

 

Usually when we start to touch the clergy, we are really 

getting somewhere. We know they’re usually the toughest and 

the last to come around. And here we have some of the 

professionals beginning to accept the fact that the church—the 

body of Christ—is for real. And this message about Christ as 

the Messiah risen from the dead is real! And so they’re 

responding to it. 

 

Isn’t that neat how he kind of slips that in there on us to let us 

know that some of the pros are starting to turn now to the 

body of Christ and to the church. 

 

As we come to verse 8, we’re going to focus on a man. The rest 

of our study focuses on a person. This person has become a 

very personal friend.  
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We don’t translate word-for-word his speech that he’s getting 

ready to give without being moved to tears by the way 

everybody responds to what he does. 

 

In order for us to get a hold of the remainder of our study, we 

need a little bit of an outline. And so we have FOUR POINTS 

to divide up the material. The excitement of it will increase 

with the outline. 

 

I. Stephen SERVING—we’re going to see that in Acts 6:8-

14. Stephen serving—functioning in his capacity. 

 

II. Stephen SHINING—Acts 6:15-7:1. 

 

III. Stephen SPEAKING—Acts 7:2-53. It’s the longest speech 

or sermon in the Bible. 

 

IV. And then Stephen SUFFERING—Acts 7:54-60. 

 

These transitions will come automatically as we work our way 

through the passage. But we needed to have that as kind of a 

way to put a handle on the material that we’re getting ready 

to look at.  

 

Here he comes, Stephen the man. What a special person!  

 

We don’t know a lot about him. His name means “Crown.” 

Isn’t that neat? With a name “Crown,” and then he becomes 

the first to wear the martyr’s crown. That’s Stephen. 
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I. STEPHEN SERVING 

 

v. 8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was 

performing great wonders and signs among the 

people.  

 

“And Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great 

wonders and signs among the people.” 

 

Now Stephen is full of the Spirit, full of faith, full of “power” 

and full of wisdom. And here he’s confounding the people with 

some of the phenomenal signs. 

 

v. 9 But some men from what was called the Synagogue 

of the Freedmen, including both Cyrenians and 

Alexandrians, and some from Cilicia and Asia, rose 

up, arguing with Stephen.  

 

“But some men from what was called the Synagogue of the 

Freedmen, including both Cyrenians and Alexandrians, and 

some from Cilicia and Asia, rose up, arguing with Stephen.” 

 

Now we don’t know anything about the “Synagogue of the 

Freedmen” but if we’ll get in our mind’s eye, Jewish guys 

sitting around with the Star of David around their neck 

arguing about the Messiah, this particular synagogue had a 

name. And it evidently had some kind of geographical 

ramifications because these fellas come from four different 

geographical areas to the “Synagogue of the Freedmen.” 
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And they’re going to be trouble. Now why are they confronting 

Stephen and what’s the big hassle? TWO THINGS: 

 

1. Christ was the Messiah and 

 

2. Christ is alive. 

 

The Resurrection and the Messiah-ship of Christ are the two 

things that stir these fellas up worse than anything else 

 

v. 10 And they were not able to stand up against the 

wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking.  

 

“And they were not able to stand up against the wisdom and 

the Spirit with which he was speaking.” 

 

They didn’t have answers for him. They weren’t used to 

getting whipped. And here when Stephen speaks, we just can’t 

argue with him because the wisdom of God is on his side. 

 

That’s 2 Corinthians 2:14-16. Paul says: 

 

2 Corinthians 2:14-16 

 

Thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, 

and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of 

Him in every place. Fro we are a fragrance of Christ to God 

among those who are being saved and among those who are 

perishing; to the one an aroma from death to death, to another 
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an aroma from life to life. And who is adequate for these 

things? 

 

Stephen stands with all the confidence in the world, confronts 

these fellas and they feel themselves put down.  

 

What do we do when we can’t whip somebody publicly? We 

sneak around and try to nail them privately don’t we? Trying 

to get a private, critical gossip campaign to nail him. 

 

v. 11 Then they secretly induced men who were saying: 

“We have heard him saying slanderous words 

against Moses and against God.”  

 

“Then they secretly induced men who were saying: ‘We have 

heard him saying slanderous words against Moses and 

against God.”’ 

 

Does that sound familiar? Back in Matthew 26 that’s exactly 

what they did to Jesus. They tried to get false witnesses to 

come and stand before the Sanhedrin and say certain things 

about what He had done. And finally one man is courageous 

enough to stand up and say, “I heard Him state that He’s able 

to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in three days.” And 

that’s going to be enough to crucify Him. (ref. Matthew 26:59-

62) 

 

v. 12 And they stirred up the people, the elders and the 

scribes, and having come upon him suddenly, they 
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dragged him away and brought him into the 

Sanhedrin.  

 

“And they stirred up the people, the elders and the scribes, 

and having come upon him suddenly, they dragged him away 

and brought him into the Sanhedrin.” 

 

Understand the term “Sanhedrin?” That’s the seventy 

theologians of the day. This is the ruling body of Jewish 

religion. This is the top drawer. These are the fellas who make 

all the big decisions. They’re the ones that ultimately condemn 

Jesus to death. 

 

So Stephen gets his hour! He’s dragged out of his class and 

taken and stood in the Sanhedrin. 

 

They’re up to no good. 

 

v. 13 And they presented false witnesses, saying: “This 

man is not ceasing from continually speaking 

words against this place, which is holy, and against 

the Law;  

 

“And they presented false witnesses, saying: ‘This man is not 

ceasing from continually speaking words against this place, 

which is holy, and against the Law;” 

 

Now when a man gets ready to give a speech, he usually—if 

he’s thought it through—will always address the accusations. 

What are the two accusations? It’ll help us understand the 
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message. 

 

1. he’s talking against the temple and 

 

2. he’s talking “against the Law” of Moses. 

 

Now as his message unfolds, those two things are going to be 

treated to the greatest extent—both the temple and the man’s 

relationship to the Law. This is what he’s going to deal with. 

 

v. 14 for we have heard him saying that Jesus, the 

Nazarene, will destroy this place and change the 

customs which Moses handed down to us.”  

 

“for we have heard him saying that Jesus, the Nazarene, will 

destroy this place and change the customs which Moses 

handed down to us.”‘ 

 

Now how would we feel if all of a sudden we’re embarrassed 

publicly before an audience? We’re pulled out like some kind 

of a criminal, drug down the street in indignity, shoved into 

the presence of some steel-faced Jews who hate Stephen, and 

then say these things that we’ve seen. How could we handle 

that? Would we be ruffled at all? Or would we be able, with 

confidence and serenity, to accept all that? 

 

That explains: 

 

II. STEPHEN SHINING 
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v. 15 And fixing their gaze on him, all who were sitting 

in the Sanhedrin saw his face like the face of an 

angel.  

 

“And fixing their gaze on him, all who were sitting in the 

Sanhedrin saw his face like the face of an angel.” 

 

They had to say, “Stephen, I guess we better sing You Light 

Up My Life.” Because Stephen looked “like the face of an 

angel.” 

 

What does “the face of an angel” look like?  

 

There are several English words that maybe would 

communicate it: 

 

1. radiant, 

 

2. innocent, 

 

3. peaceful, 

 

4. glowing, 

 

5. joyful, 

 

6. contented, 

 

7. confident, 
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8. undisturbed, 

 

9. full of love—we can feel it as he stands there totally 

unruffled in their presence. They are impressed.  

 

Back in Exodus 34, when Moses came down after that 40 day 

tenure with the Lord on the mountain before he got the 10 

commandments, he came down and he didn’t even know it but 

his face shone so brightly everybody was afraid of him. And he 

had to put a veil on his face in order to cover the glow that 

was there—Exodus 34. 

 

We see exactly the same thing in 2 Corinthians 3 where we 

read: 

 

2 Corinthians 3:18 

 

But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the 

glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image 

from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit. 

 

Do people ever comment about our radiance? Our peace? Our 

contentment? Does anybody ever ask, “What is it with you? 

What makes you so radiant, so peaceful, so kind?” 

 

Ruth Harms Calkin wrote a little poem called “Resemblance”: 

 

(Tell Me Again, Lord, I Forget by Ruth Harms Calkin) 

 

Lord, somewhere I read 
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That when two people 

Love deeply 

When they live together 

Sharing 

Caring 

Giving 

Forgiving 

Eventually they begin 

To resemble each other. 

Lord, How long will it be 

Before I look like You? 

(source unknown) 

 

1 John 3:2 

 

…Soon we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

 

One of the evidences of the Spirit-filled life is a radiance. 

People can just know when we have: 

 

[Turned] your eyes upon Jesus, 

[and you’ve looked] full in His wonderful face,  

And the things of earth [have grown] strangely dim 

In the light of His glory and grace. 

(source unknown) 

 

Stephen is so great. Stands here and all they can see 

characterizing him is what they would call “the face of an 

angel.” 

 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin.



19 

 

7:v.1 Then the high priest said: “Are these things so?”  

 

“Then the high priest said: ‘Are these things so?”’ 

 

“Stephen? Take the platform. The audience is yours. The hour 

has come. We’re now ready for you to speak.” 

 

What’s going on inside? Inside he probably realizes this is his 

last chance to speak.  

 

This is the closing chapter to Jerusalem. We will open a new 

chapter. We’re going to Judea and Samaria. This is it. This is 

the last call to Israel and the last message that’s given. 

 

Someone recorded Martin Luther’s prayer before he stood at 

the Diet of Worms, remember? When he said, “Here I stand, 

God help me.” This is one of the most magnificent prayers of a 

man getting ready to go through his own Gethsemane. 

Stephen right now is in the Garden of Gethsemane just like 

Jesus. Listen to Luther as he writes this prayer just before he 

goes in to make his stand: 

 

(The Holiness of God by R. C. Sproul) 

 

O God, Almighty God everlasting! how dreadful is the 

world! behold how its mouth opens to swallow me up, and how 

small is my faith in Thee!...Oh! the weakness of the flesh, and 

the power of Satan! If I am to depend upon any strength of 

this world—all is over...The knell is struck....Sentence is gone 

forth....O God! O God! O thou, my God! help me against all the 
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wisdom of this world. Do this, I beseech thee: thou shouldst do 

this...by thy own mighty power....The work is not mine, but 

Thine. I have no business here....I have nothing to contend for 

with these great men of the world! I would gladly pass my 

days in happiness and peace. But the cause is Thine....And it 

is righteous and everlasting! O Lord! help me! O faithful and 

unchangeable God! I lean not upon man. It were vain! 

Whatever is of man is tottering, whatever proceeds from him 

must fail. My God! my God! dost thou not hear? My God! art 

thou no longer living? Nay, thou canst not die. Thou dost but 

hide Thyself. Thou hast chosen me for this world. I know 

it!...Therefore, O God, accomplish thine own will! Forsake me 

not, for the sake of thy well-beloved Son, Jesus Christ, my 

defence, my buckler, and my stronghold. 

Lord—where art thou?...My God, where art thou?...Come! 

I pray thee, I am ready...Behold me prepared to lay down my 

life for thy truth...suffering like a lamb. For the cause is holy. 

It is thine own!...I will not let thee go! no, nor yet for all 

eternity! And though the world should be thronged with 

devils—and this body, which is the work of thine hands, 

should be cast forth, trodden under foot, cut in 

pieces,...consumed to ashes, my soul is thine. Yes, I have thine 

own word to assure me of it. My soul belongs to thee, and will 

abide with thee forever! Amen! O God send help!...Amen!  

(source unknown) 

 

Stephen has to feel that internal agony as he begins to give 

the greatest address that’s ever been given. 

 

III. STEPHEN SPEAKING—verses 2-53. 
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What is this? This is the dramatic plan of redemption.  

 

The neat thing about this sermon is if we don’t know much 

about the Bible, in these verses we’re going to hear the whole 

Bible. We’re going to hear the Bible from Genesis to the 

coming of Christ. It’s the whole Old Testament.  

 

And he leaves out the stuff that needs to be left out and he 

puts in the things that need to be put in. It’s beautiful to 

behold.  

 

What happened in Genesis chapter 3? Man’s sin in the 

Garden. Now God has to do something. And that beginning 

began with Genesis 12 and Abraham. 

 

Romans 5:12 

 

Wherefore as by one man sin entered into the world and death 

by sin, and so death passed upon all men… 

 

God has to do something! And God moves in and does 

something.  

 

v. 2 And he said, “Men, brethren and fathers, hear me. 

The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham 

when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in 

Haran.  

 

“And he said, ‘Men, brethren and fathers, hear me. The God of 
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glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in 

Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran.” 

 

v. 3 And said to him, ‘Come out from your country and 

your relatives, and come into the country which I 

will indicate to you.’  

 

“And said to him, “Come out from your country and your 

relatives, and come into the country which I will indicate to 

you.”” 

 

The story’s familiar isn’t it?  

 

v. 4 Then having come out of the country of the 

Chaldeans, he took up his residence in Haran. And 

from there, after his father died, He transferred 

him to this land in which you are now residing.  

 

“Then having come out of the country of the Chaldeans, he 

took up his residence in Haran.”—remember he stayed there 

for 6 years until his dad died—“And from there, after his 

father died, He transferred him to this land in which you are 

now residing.” 

 

v. 5 And He did not give him an inheritance in it, not 

even a foot of ground; yet even when he had no 

child, He promised that He would give it to him as a 

permanent possession, and to his offspring after 

him.  
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“And He did not give him an inheritance in it, not even a foot 

of ground; yet even when he had no child, He promised that 

He would give it to him as a permanent possession, and to his 

offspring after him.” 

 

v. 6 And God spoke to this effect, that his offspring 

shall be temporary residents in a foreign land, and 

that they shall enslave them and mistreat them four 

hundred years.  

 

“And God spoke to this effect, that his offspring shall be 

temporary residents in a foreign land, and that they shall 

enslave them and mistreat them four hundred years.” 

 

He mentions that because that explains their tenure of 

bondage in the land of Egypt after Joseph goes down there. 

The covenant stipulated that. 

 

“And God spoke to this effect,” that this would happen. 

 

v. 7 ‘And whatever nation to which they shall be in 

bondage I myself will judge,’ God said, ‘and after 

that they will come out and serve me in this place.’  

 

““And whatever nation to which they shall be in bondage I 

myself will judge,” God said, “and after that they will come out 

and serve me in this place.”” 

 

We can hear these fellas saying, “Hey, what is so bad about 

this guy? He hasn’t said anything we disagree with. And one 
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thing, he sure does know his Old Testament history and 

tradition!” 

 

v. 8 And He gave him a covenant of circumcision; and 

so he became the father of Isaac, and circumcised 

him on the eighth day; and Isaac became the father 

of Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve patriarchs.  

 

“And He gave him a covenant of circumcision;”—that was the 

mark of the Abrahamic covenant—“and so he became the 

father of Isaac,” 

 

Notice he doesn’t say anything about Ishmael. 

 

“and circumcised him on the eighth day; and Isaac became the 

father of Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve patriarchs.” 

 

v. 9 And the patriarchs became jealous of Joseph and 

sold him into Egypt. But God was with him.  

 

“And the patriarchs became jealous of Joseph and sold him 

into Egypt. But God was with him.” 

 

See how quick he moves? Abraham to Isaac to Jacob to the 

twelve tribes, and then the focus is on Joseph because Joseph 

was the first one that went down into the land of Egypt. 

 

v. 10 And delivered him out of all his tribulations, and 

gave him favor and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh, 
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king of Egypt; and he appointed him governor over 

Egypt and his whole house.  

 

“And delivered him out of all his tribulations, and gave him 

favor and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh, king of Egypt; and 

he appointed him governor over Egypt and his whole house.” 

 

v. 11 Then there came a famine over the whole of Egypt 

and Canaan, and great affliction with it; and our 

fathers were not finding sustenance.  

 

“Then there came a famine over the whole of Egypt and 

Canaan, and great affliction with it; and our fathers were not 

finding sustenance.” 

 

Remember that story?  

 

v. 12 But when Jacob heard that there was grain in 

Egypt, he sent our fathers first.  

 

“But when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent 

our fathers first.” 

 

v. 13 And during their second visit Joseph was made 

known to his brothers, and Joseph’s nationality 

became evident to Pharaoh.  

 

“And during their second visit Joseph was made known to his 

brothers, and Joseph’s nationality became evident to 

Pharaoh.” 
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v. 14 And Joseph having sent, summoned to himself 

Jacob his father and all his relatives, seventy-five 

souls.  

 

“And Joseph having sent, summoned to himself Jacob his 

father and all his relatives, seventy-five souls.” 

 

v. 15 And Jacob went down into Egypt and he ended his 

days, he and our fathers.  

 

“And Jacob went down into Egypt and he ended his days, he 

and our fathers.” 

 

v. 16 And they were carried over to Shechem, and 

placed in the tomb which Abraham bought for a 

sum of money from the sons of Hamor in Shechem.  

 

“And they were carried over to Shechem, and placed in the 

tomb which Abraham bought for a sum of money from the 

sons of Hamor in Shechem.” 

 

v. 17 But as the time of the promise which God had 

assured to Abraham was drawing near, the people 

increased and multiplied in Egypt,  

 

“But as the time of the promise which God had assured to 

Abraham”—God is working on a perfect time schedule. It went 

from Abraham to Isaac to Jacob to 12 patriarchs. We have 

Joseph. 
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Now the time draws near for the fulfillment of this covenant. 

Can we believe God always fulfills His promises in His time?  

 

Galatians 4:4, 5 

 

When the fullness of time was come, God sent forth His Son… 

 

Right? See it’s right on schedule. 

 

As the time drew near for this to actually take place for the 

promise to be fulfilled: 

 

“which God had assured to Abraham was drawing near, the 

people increased and multiplied in Egypt,” 

 

v. 18 until there arose another king over Egypt who did 

not know Joseph.  

 

“until there arose another king over Egypt who did not know 

Joseph.” 

 

v. 19 It was he who took shrewd advantage of our race 

and mistreated our fathers so that they would 

abandon their infants and they would not survive.  

 

“It was he who took shrewd advantage of our race and 

mistreated our fathers so that they would abandon their 

infants and they would not survive.” 
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Sounds like abortion doesn’t it? 

 

v. 20 And it was at this time that Moses was born; and 

he was beautiful in the sight of God, and was 

nourished three months in the house of his father.  

 

“And it was at this time that Moses was born; and he was 

beautiful in the sight of God, and was nourished three months 

in the house of his father.” 

 

Okay, what was one of the arguments? He doesn’t like Moses 

and he doesn’t like the Law.  

 

But in order for him to tell the whole story of redemption and 

focus it on the Person of Christ before his message is going to 

end in just a minute, he starts with Abraham. But now he 

plugs into Moses because this is a critical part of the 

accusation. 

 

He’s going to show them that Moses has a part in this! And 

that he’s totally supportive of Moses’ part in it. 

 

And notice he “was born; and he was beautiful” in verse 20. 

 

v. 21 And when he was abandoned, the daughter of 

Pharaoh took him up and nourished him for her 

own son.  

 

“And when he was abandoned, the daughter of Pharaoh took 

him up and nourished him for her own son.” 
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v. 22 And Moses was educated in all the learning of the 

Egyptians, and he was a man of power in words and 

deeds.  

 

“And Moses was educated in all the learning of the Egyptians, 

and he was a man of power in words and deeds.” 

 

v. 23 But when he was approaching the age of forty, it 

came into his heart to pay a visit to his brethren, 

the sons of Israel.  

 

“But when he was approaching the age of forty, it came into 

his heart”—not by the Lord by the way but into his own 

heart—“to pay a visit to his brethren, the sons of Israel.” 

 

v. 24 And when he saw one of them being treated 

unjustly, he defended him and avenged the one who 

was being roughly treated, having cut down the 

Egyptian.  

 

“And when he saw one of them being treated unjustly, he 

defended him and avenged the one who was being roughly 

treated, having cut down the Egyptian.” 

 

v. 25 Now he was thinking that his brethren understood 

that God through his hand was giving them 

deliverance, but they did not understand.  

 

“Now he was thinking that his brethren understood that God, 
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through his hand, was giving them deliverance, but”—

WHAT?—“they did not understand.” 

 

That’s a key phrase. Moses thought one thing but they, the 

children of Israel, did not understand. 

 

Stephen beautifully put some words in here just to let this 

audience know that their problem is a problem of not 

understanding. It’s a problem of rebellion. It’s a problem of 

pride. It’s a problem of tradition not theology. Because the 

theology is nailing their hides to the wall right now as he tells 

this story. 

 

And notice: 

 

v. 26 And on the following day he appeared to them 

while they were fighting and tried to reconcile 

them in peace, saying, ‘Men, you are brothers, why 

are you wronging one another?’  

 

“And on the following day he appeared to them while they 

were fighting and tried to reconcile them in peace, saying, 

“Men, you are brothers, why are you wronging one another?”” 

 

That’s a great question for the church today isn’t it? 

 

v. 27 But the one who was wronging his neighbor 

pushed him away, saying: ‘Who made you a ruler 

and a judge over us?  
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“But the one who was wronging his neighbor pushed him 

away, saying: “Who made you a ruler and a judge over us?” 

 

v. 28 You are not desiring to kill me even as you killed 

the Egyptian yesterday, are you?’  

 

“You are not desiring to kill me even as you killed the 

Egyptian yesterday, are you?”” 

 

v. 29 Then Moses fled at this remark and became a 

temporary resident in the land of Midian, where he 

became the father of two sons.  

 

“Then Moses fled at this remark and became a temporary 

resident in the land of Midian, where he became the father of 

two sons.” 

 

That’s 40 years of Moses’ life that’s talked about there.  

 

v. 30 And after forty years had passed by, an angel 

appeared to him in the wilderness of Mount Sinai 

in a flaming fire of a bush.  

 

“And after forty years had passed by, an angel appeared to 

him in the wilderness of Mount Sinai in a flaming fire of a 

bush.” 

 

v. 31 And Moses, having seen it, went to wondering at 

the spectacle. And as he was approaching it to look 

more closely, there came the voice of the Lord:  
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“And Moses, having seen it, went to wondering at the 

spectacle. And as he was approaching it to look more closely, 

there came the voice of the Lord:” 

 

v. 32 ‘I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, 

and Isaac and Jacob.’ But Moses becoming terrified 

was not daring to look.  

 

““I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, and Isaac 

and Jacob.””—he ties it all together—“But Moses becoming 

terrified was not daring to look.” 

 

v. 33 But the Lord said to him, ‘Take off the sandals 

from your feet, for the place on which you are 

standing is holy ground.’  

 

“But the Lord said to him, “Take off the sandals from your 

feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.”” 

 

v. 34 I have surely seen the affliction of my people who 

are in Egypt, and I heard their groaning, and I 

came down to rescue them. And now come, I will 

send you to Egypt.’  

 

“I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in 

Egypt, and I heard their groaning, and I came down to rescue 

them. And now come, I will send you to Egypt.”” 

 

Now look at the next verse. Here are some critical words. 
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v. 35 This Moses whom they rejected, saying: ‘Who 

appointed you a ruler and a judge?’ This one God 

has sent to be both a ruler and a deliverer with the 

hand of the angel who appeared to him in the 

thorn-bush.  

 

“This Moses whom they rejected,”—It’s just like they have 

rejected Jesus—“saying: “Who appointed you a ruler and a 

judge?” This one God has sent to be both a ruler and a 

deliverer”—both true of Jesus—“with the hand of the angel 

who appeared to him in the thorn-bush.” 

 

The theory is they rejected Him on His first time but on His 

second time, He comes as “a ruler and a deliverer.” And they 

know that prophecy which says, “We will look on Him whom 

we have pierced and we’re mourn for Him as one who mourns 

for an only son.” (ref. Zechariah 12:10)  

 

They’re going to see Christ one of these days. He’s going to 

come as “a ruler and a deliverer.” So his message is incredible. 

 

v. 36 This man led them out, having performed wonders 

and signs in the land of Egypt and in the Red Sea 

and in the wilderness for forty years.  

 

“This man led them out, having performed wonders and signs 

in the land of Egypt and in the Red Sea and in the wilderness 

for forty years.” 
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What does he do? He takes all the plagues, he takes the 

opening of the Red Sea, he takes all the miracles in the 

wilderness of food and water and all of those and just lumps 

them together and says, “He brought you out with a whole 

bunch of wonders and signs—out of the land of Egypt, out of 

the Red Sea.” 

 

v. 37 This is the Moses who said to the sons of Israel, 

‘God will raise up for you a prophet from your 

brethren who is like me.’  

 

“This is the Moses who said to the sons of Israel,”—now get 

this. This is the same prophecy that Peter used when he 

preached his Pentecostal sermon: 

 

““God will raise up for you a prophet from your brethren who 

is like me.”” 

 

What’s he done there? He’s tied Jesus Christ to Moses. He’s 

put the Messiah to Moses. And they can sense it coming. The 

argument is starting to build.  

 

And here is the issue gentleman. It’s not that we’re down on 

Moses and it’s not that we’re down on the Law, but Moses and 

the Law meant to point to Jesus Christ the Messiah!  

 

v. 38 This is the one who was in the congregation in the 

wilderness with the angel who was speaking to him 

in Mount Sinai, and with our fathers, who received 

the living divine utterances to give to you.  
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“This is the one who was in the congregation in the wilderness 

with the angel who was speaking to him in Mount Sinai, and 

with our fathers, who received the living divine utterances to 

give to you.” 

 

v. 39 To whom our fathers were not desirous of 

becoming obedient, but thrust him away from 

themselves and turned back in their hearts to 

Egypt,  

 

“To whom our fathers were not”—WHAT?—“desirous of 

becoming obedient,”—just like you guys—“but thrust him 

away from themselves and turned back in their hearts to 

Egypt,” 

 

v. 40 having said to Aaron, ‘Make for us gods who will 

go before us. For this Moses who led us out of the 

land of Egypt—we are not knowing what happened 

to him.’  

 

“having said to Aaron, “Make for us gods who will go before 

us. For this Moses who led us out of the land of Egypt—we are 

not knowing what happened to him.”” 

 

v. 41 And in those days they made a calf and offered a 

sacrifice to the idol, and they kept on rejoicing in 

the works of their hands.  

 

“And in those days they made a calf and offered a sacrifice to 
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the idol, and they kept on rejoicing in the works of their 

hands.” 

 

v. 42 Then God turned away and delivered them up to 

worship the heavenly bodies; even as it stands 

written in the book of the prophets, ‘It was not to 

me that you offered victims and sacrifices forty 

years in the wilderness, was it, O House of Israel?  

 

“Then God turned away and delivered them up to worship the 

heavenly bodies; even as it stands written in the book of the 

prophets, “It was not to me that you offered victims and 

sacrifices forty years in the wilderness, was it, O House of 

Israel?” 

 

v. 43 You also raised up the tent of Moloch and the star 

of the god Rompha, the images which you made for 

the purpose of worshipping them. I also will 

remove you beyond Babylon.’  

 

“You also raised up the tent of Moloch and the star of the god 

Rompha, the images which you made for the purpose of 

worshipping them. I will also will remove you beyond 

Babylon.”” 

 

And now he ends now the message and comes to a transition 

point. He takes them to the Babylonian captivity and he 

changes from people to the place. 

 

He’s been tracing through Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph. All 
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the way down to Moses and the time of deliverance and brings 

them in one foul swoop to the Babylonian captivity. Now he’s 

going to talk about the place. This is the transition in the 

message.  

 

v. 44 Our fathers had the tabernacle of testimony in the 

wilderness, even as He appointed when He was 

speaking to Moses that he should make it according 

to the pattern which he had seen.  

 

“Our fathers had the tabernacle of testimony in the 

wilderness,”—that’s how they met God—“even as He 

appointed when He was speaking to Moses that he should 

make it according to the pattern which he had seen.” 

 

v. 45 And having received it in their turn, our fathers 

brought it in with Joshua when they entered the 

territory possessed by the Gentiles whom God 

drove out before our fathers, until the days of 

David.  

 

“And having received it in their turn, our fathers brought it in 

with Joshua when they entered the territory possessed by the 

Gentiles whom God drove out before our fathers, until the 

days of David.” 

 

He jumped over Saul too, didn’t he? Jumps over Samuel. 

Jumps all the way up to David now because David is the one 

who fits into the picture. He’s the one that wanted to build a 

temple for them to dwell in. 
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v. 46 Who found favor before God, and asked that he 

might find a dwelling place for the God of Jacob.  

 

“Who found favor before God, and asked that he might find a 

dwelling place for the God of Jacob.” 

 

v. 47 But it was Solomon who built a house for Him.  

 

“But it was Solomon who built a house for Him.” 

 

v. 48 However, the Most High is not dwelling in houses 

made by human hands; as the prophet is saying:  

 

“However,”—here it comes. KEY VERSE in Stephen’s 

sermon—“the Most High is not dwelling in houses made by 

human hands;”—like you guys think this temple is for that 

purpose—“as the prophet is saying:” 

 

v. 49 ‘Heaven is my throne and earth is the footstool of 

my feet; What kind of house will you build for me 

the Lord is saying; or what is the place of my rest?  

 

““Heaven is my throne and earth is the footstool of my feet; 

What kind of house will you build for me the Lord is saying; or 

what is the place of my rest?” 

 

v. 50 Did not my hand make all these things?’  

 

“Did not my hand make all these things?”” 
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John 1:14 

 

And the Word Jesus Christ was made flesh and tabernacle 

among us… 

 

He is the meeting place between God and man now. It’s not in 

a building. 

 

Stephen turns from that brief statement about the temple and 

God’s attitude toward it to personal application. Here comes 

the end of the message. 

 

Ever felt like when sharing something that’s really important, 

we lose our audience? Felt like we did all our homework and 

then lost our audience? 

 

And he looked at them at verse 51 and literally stormed the 

Sanhedrin. 

 

v. 51 Stubborn and uncircumcised in heart and ears are 

always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just 

as your fathers did.  

 

“Stubborn and uncircumcised in heart and ears that are 

always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your 

fathers did.” 

 

It’s been “our fathers” all the way through. Now it’s “your 

fathers.” They’re just like them! And he’s characterized it 
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through the whole study. 

 

v. 52 Which one of the prophets did not your fathers 

persecute? And they killed those who announced 

beforehand concerning the coming of the Righteous 

One, whose betrayers and murderers you have now 

become;  

 

“Which one of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? 

And they killed those who announced beforehand concerning 

the coming of the Righteous One,”—Christ, the Messiah—

“whose betrayers and murderers you have now become;” 

 

“You betrayed and killed the fulfillment in crucifying Christ!”  

 

v. 53 you who received the Law as ordained by angels 

and did not keep it.”  

 

“you who received the Law as ordained by angels and did not 

keep it.’” 

 

PERIOD—end of the sermon. 

 

Isn’t that an incredible masterpiece? What a message! 

 

He ends his message the very same way Jesus ends the 

Sermon on the Mount. 

 

In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus, as he comes down to the 

end, says: 
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Matthew 7:24ff 

 

Therefore every one who hears these words of Mine, and acts 

upon them, can be compared to a wise man, who built his 

house upon the rock; and the rains descended, and the floods 

came, and the winds blew, and burst against that house; and 

it did not fall; for it had been founded upon the rock. [What is 

the rock?] Doing these things of Mine. The foolish man built 

his house upon the sand. He doesn’t do them. So when the 

rains and the floods come, his house falls…. [And His message 

ends with] and great is the fall of it. 

 

Thus ends His message. 

 

Stephen is so much like Jesus in all of this. The way he ends 

his message and then finally in the way he suffered. 

 

Ready to shed a little tear? From him that just had every 

reason to be living and we wonder why he died?  

 

IV. STEPHEN SUFFERING—7:54-60. 

 

We saw him SERVING, we’ve seen him SHINING and we’ve 

seen him SPEAKING. Now he stands before the Sanhedrin 

SILENT and he’s going to let nature take its course. 

 

v. 54 And having heard these things, they were cut to 

the heart, and they began to gnash their teeth at 

him.  

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin.



42 

 

 

“And having heard these things, they were cut to the heart,”—

they didn’t have any answer to that. 

 

Perfect theology! He gets an A+ on his Bible quiz! He knows 

the whole story perfectly! Probably without notes. 

 

“And having heard these things, they were cut to the heart, 

and they began to gnash their teeth at him.” 

 

Ever seen anybody just really angry? Grinding their teeth, 

they’re so mad. 

 

v. 55 But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently 

into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 

standing at the right hand of God.  

 

“But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into 

heaven” 

 

He didn’t have to look into those hate-filled faces. 

 

“and he saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right 

hand of God.” 

 

Everybody else looked up but they didn’t see anything! 

Stephen did. He saw something. 

 

Isn’t Jesus sitting at the right hand of God? After all, hasn’t 

He finished His work? He sat down. 
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Two things: 

 

1. He’s standing up because a saint’s getting ready to come 

home and He knows it and He hurts bad, and 

 

2. This is the last offer to Israel. And if they come, He’s 

coming as King of kings and Lord of lords. 

 

But because of their response He sits back down again. And 

the church is here and we’re going to see that in all the rest of 

the book of Acts. One of these days He’s going to stand up. 

He’s going to come again. Heavens are going to be opened.  

 

v. 56 And he said, “Behold! I am seeing the heavens 

which have been opened, and the Son of Man 

standing on the right hand of God.”  

 

“And he said, ‘Behold! I am seeing the heavens which have 

been opened, and the Son of Man standing on the right hand 

of God.’” 

 

When’s the last time they heard the term “Son of Man”? It was 

in this very same Sanhedrin when Jesus used that term. That 

just made them boil!  

 

So at this critical point, Stephen sees this vision of the Lord in 

heaven. 
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v. 57 And having cried out with a great voice, they 

covered their ears and rushed upon him with one 

purpose.  

 

“And having cried out with a great voice, they covered their 

ears and rushed upon him with one purpose.” 

 

Who perpetrated this? Probably Saul of Tarsus. 

 

He’s the star in the Sanhedrin. He’s the young theologian 

that’s ahead of everybody else.  

 

Isn’t it ironic that at the time of Stephen’s graduation, we 

have the initiation of Saul of Tarsus.  

 

God always has his man. Saul’s getting ready to witness what 

he’s going to do one of these days too because his head’s going 

to roll in the streets of Rome. God always has His man. 

 

Saul has been so touched by this sermon because he’s such a 

student of theology and such a student of the traditions of 

men that he’s never the same. 

 

He probably looks into the face of his men and he says, “Boy I 

don’t do that.” He looks up and he doesn’t see anything in 

heaven and he says, “Oh I wish I could. My life is so empty, so 

filled with tradition and answers and religion and ceremonies 

and all of that. I know it all! And so does this man! But why is 

he so different?! What is it that makes the difference in his 

life?!” 
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“Saul, be patient buddy. In a couple of weeks you’re going to 

find out because you’re going to meet Him, too. Jesus Christ.” 

 

v. 58 And having thrown him outside of the city, they 

began stoning him, and the witnesses put aside 

their outer garments at the feet of a young man 

named Saul.  

 

“And having thrown him outside of the city,” 

 

What they did is they took him outside the city and then they 

threw him over a cliff. And they hope the fall will kill him. 

Then they start throwing boulders and rocks down upon the 

emaciated body until they’re convinced he is dead. 

 

“And having thrown him outside of the city, they began 

stoning him, and the witnesses put aside their outer garments 

at the feet of a young man named Saul.” 

 

The leader, the perpetrator of the act, is certainly deeply 

involved in consenting to what’s going on. 

 

v. 59 And they kept on stoning Stephen, as he was 

calling upon the Lord and saying: “Lord Jesus, 

receive my spirit.”  

 

“And they kept on stoning Stephen,”—we can see the rage—

“as he was calling upon the Lord and saying: ‘Lord Jesus, 

receive my spirit.’” 
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Words of Christ: 

 

Luke 23:46 

 

“Father, into Your hands I commend My Spirit.” as He gave 

up the Ghost and went home to be with the Father. 

 

v. 60 And having knelt down, he cried with a great 

voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 

And having said this he fell asleep. And Saul was 

together with the others approving of his death.  

 

“And having knelt down, he cried with a great voice, ‘Lord, do 

not hold this sin against them.’ And having said this he fell 

asleep. And Saul was together with the others approving of 

his death.” 

 

“That’s what I want! I want these Christians with smiling, 

radiant faces off the earth! I want them dead! Can’t argue 

with their wisdom, take their lives away.” 

 

With the death of the first martyr, came thousands and 

thousands of others who had to lay down their lives for the 

cause of Christ. That’s hard to accept in America isn’t it? 

We’re so secure. We’re so comfortable. It’s tough to get 

anybody to really make a commitment these days. 

 

Don Richardson in his book describes how these men are 

deeply involved—Stan and Phil—in trying to get the Gospel to 
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a wayward time in Indonesia. Listen to the story of their final 

hours: 

 

(Lords of the Earth by Don Richardson) 

 

A priest of Kembu named Bereway slipped around behind 

Stan and—at point blank range—shot an arrow in under his 

upraised right arm. Another priest, Bunu, shot a bamboo-

bladed shaft into Stan’s back, just below his right shoulder. 

Yemu was crying now and shouting at them to stop. As 

the arrows entered his flesh, Stan pulled them out, one by one, 

broke them and cast them away. Dozens of them were coming 

at him from all directions. He kept pulling them out, breaking 

them and dropping them at his feet until he could not keep 

ahead of them. Nalimo reached the scene after some 30 arrows 

had found their mark in Stan’s body. 

 How can he stand there so long? Nalimo gasped. Why 

doesn’t he fall? Any one of us would have fallen long ago! A 

different kind of shaft pierced Nalimo’s own flesh—fear! 

Perhaps he is immortal! Nalimo’s normally impassive face 

melted with sudden emotion. Because of that emotion Nalimo 

said later, he did not shoot an arrow into Stan’s body. Stan 

faced his enemies, steady and unwavering except for the jolt of 

each new strike. Yemu ran to where Phil stood alone. 

Together they watched in anguish at Stan’s agony. As some 50 

or more warriors detached from the main force and came 

toward them, Phil pushed Yemu behind him and gestured 

speechlessly—run! Phil seemed hardly to notice the warriors 

encircling him. His eyes were fixed upon Stan. 

Fifty arrows—sixty! Red ribbons of blood trailed from the 
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many wounds, but still Stan stood his ground.  

Nalimo saw that he was not alone in his fear. The attack 

had begun with hilarity, but now the warriors shot their 

arrows with desperation bordering on panic because Stan 

refused to fall. Perhaps Kusaho was right! Perhaps they were 

committing a monstrous crime against the supernatural world 

instead of defending it, as they intended.  

“Fall!” they screamed at Stan. “Die!” It was almost a 

plea—please die! 

 Yemu did not hear Phil say anything to the warriors as 

they aimed their arrows at him. Phil made no attempt to flee 

or struggle. He had faced danger many times but never 

certain death. But Stan had shown him how to face it, if he 

needed an example. That example could hardly have been 

followed with greater courage. 

 Once again, it was Bereway who shot the first arrow. And 

it took almost as many arrows to down Phil as it had Stan.  

(source unknown) 

 

It’s going to be interesting when we get to glory to see the 

price so many who’ve paid a great price to make it possible for 

us to be free and to enjoy the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

Our Daily Bread had an interesting little story: 

 

Recently a local newspaper celebrated the first summer-

like day after a long winter with an interesting feature article. 

It noted that the temperature for that particular day had set a 

new record. The accompanying picture, though, is what caught 

my eye. It showed a fellow stretched out under the warm sun. 
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He was wearing dark glasses, a baseball cap, blue jeans, and a 

sleeveless shirt. One arm was propped over his forehead and 

the other hand balanced a portable radio on his stomach. This 

was obviously his kind of day.  

But there was more to the picture. The fellow was 

relaxing lazily on top of a large monument in a veteran’s 

memorial park. On the marker were the names of 225 men 

who had given their lives for their country. … brave men 

[who] have given their lives so that he could enjoy his. 

(source unknown) 

 

We have a great heritage and a treasure in the church of 

Jesus Christ and people who’ve been willing to die. Stephen 

being the first with many to follow. 

 

Here are the lessons from our study. 

 

Lesson #1: The top priority for the man and woman of God is 

prayer and the ministry of the Word. 

 

That should be our number one priority in life, even as it was 

of the apostles. 

 

Lesson #2: Stephen’s face reflected the glory of God. 

 

And so can ours. 

 

But when we grieve and quench the Holy Spirit, it’s Ichabod 

isn’t it? The glory of the Lord has departed. 

 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin.



50 

 

The evidence of the Holy Spirit filling your life has a radiance.  

 

Lesson #3: Stephen traces the plan of salvation from Abraham 

to Christ. 

 

That’s the whole message that we looked at. 

 

Lesson #4: God always accomplishes His purpose in His time. 

 

Lesson #5: Stephen is making the last offer to the nation 

Israel of the kingdom. 

 

Lesson #6: God is not dwelling in the houses made by human 

hands. 

 

He dwells in human hearts. 

 

God doesn’t dwell in houses, He dwells in hearts. He’s 

standing there knocking again wanting to come in.  

 

Lesson #7: Stephen caught a glimpse of glory just before he 

died. 

 

Lesson #8: Stephen prays for forgiveness of his murderers.  

 

Let’s conclude our message with a word from Thomas a 

Kempis. He’s the one who wrote The Imitation of Christ: 

 

Jesus today has many who love His heavenly kingdom, but 

few who carry His cross. Many who yearn for comfort, few who 
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long for distress. Plenty of people He finds to share His 

banquet; few to share His fast. Everyone desires to take part 

in His rejoicing, but few are willing to suffer anything for His 

sake. There are many who follow Jesus as far as the breaking 

of bread; few as far as drinking the cup of suffering. Many 

that revere His miracles; few that follow Him in the indignity 

of His cross. 

(source unknown) 

 

Matthew 16:24 

 

If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself and take 

up his cross daily and follow Me. 

 

Father, we come to You and realize that we have gotten so 

comfortable. And with our comfort has come a complacent 

heart. We forget what people have done for us in the past to 

allow us to have this blessed privilege to open Your Word, 

study it, and share it together. Grant to us in these days, 

which are so few and so critical, to be real men and women of 

God. Priorities properly in order that we might effectively be 

for You the kind of men and women that we ought to be, 

brightly shining in a world that is filled with darkness—a 

crooked and perverse generation in whom we shine as lights. 

Thank You that we could see it in Stephen. Thank You that he 

boldly took the cup and he drank. He gave his life in answer to 

the call of the Cross. And we pray that we as well would be 

willing with the apostle Paul to give our lives. Because he is 

no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot 

lose. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
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A Practical Study of ACTS: 

 

Take It To Them! 

 

“Putting the GO Back in the Gospel” 

 

 

STUDY NUMBER FIVE – ACTS 6:1-7:60    NOTES 

 
v. 1 Now in these days when the number of the disciples was 

multiplying, a complaint arose on the part of the Hellenistic Jews 

against the native Hebrews, because their widows were being 

overlooked in the daily provision of food.  

v. 2 Then the twelve, having called to themselves the whole 

community of the disciples, said, “It is not desirable that we should 

neglect the word of God in order to be serving tables. 

v. 3 But select, brethren, from among yourselves seven men of 

good reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we shall 

appoint over this business. 

v. 4 But we shall give constant attention to prayer and to ministry 

of the word.” 

v. 5 And the word pleased the entire multitude. And they chose 

Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip and 

Prochorus and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenes, and Nicolas, a 

proselyte from Antioch.  

v. 6 Whom they stood before the apostles; and they, having prayed, 

laid their hands upon them. 

v. 7 And the word of God kept on spreading; and the number of the 

disciples in Jerusalem kept on multiplying greatly, and a large 

number of the priests were becoming obedient to the faith. 

v. 8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great 

wonders and signs among the people. 

v. 9 But some men from what was called the Synagogue of the 

Freedmen, including both Cyrenians and Alexandrians, and some 

from Cilicia and Asia, rose up, arguing with Stephen. 

v. 10 And they were not able to stand up against the wisdom and 

the Spirit with which he was speaking.  
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            NOTES 
v. 11 Then they secretly induced men who were saying: “We have 

heard him saying slanderous words against Moses and against 

God.” 

v. 12 And they stirred up the people, the elders and the scribes, 

and having come upon him suddenly, they dragged him away and 

brought him into the Sanhedrin. 

v. 13 And they presented false witnesses, saying: “This man is not 

ceasing from continually speaking words against this place, which 

is holy, and against the Law;  

v. 14 for we have heard him saying that Jesus, the Nazarene, will 

destroy this place and change the customs which Moses handed 

down to us.” 

v. 15 And fixing their gaze on him, all who were sitting in the 

Sanhedrin saw his face like the face of an angel. 

7:v.1 Then the high priest said: “Are these things so?” 

v. 2 And he said, “Men, brethren and fathers, hear me. The God of 

glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in 

Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran. 

v. 3 And said to him, ‘Come out from your country and your 

relatives, and come into the country which I will indicate to you.’ 

v. 4 Then having come out of the country of the Chaldeans, he took 

up his residence in Haran. And from there, after his father died, 

He transferred him to this land in which you are now residing. 

v. 5 And He did not give him an inheritance in it, not even a foot of 

ground; yet even when he had no child, He promised that He 

would give it to him as a permanent possession, and to his 

offspring after him. 

v. 6 And God spoke to this effect, that his offspring shall be 

temporary residents in a foreign land, and that they shall enslave 

them and mistreat them four hundred years.  

v. 7 ‘And whatever nation to which they shall be in bondage I 

myself will judge,’ God said, ‘and after that they will come out and 

serve me in this place.’ 

v. 8 And He gave him a covenant of circumcision; and so he became 

the father of Isaac, and circumcised him on the eighth day; and 

Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve 

patriarchs. 

v. 9 And the patriarchs became jealous of Joseph and sold him into 

Egypt. But God was with him. 
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            NOTES 
v. 10 And delivered him out of all his tribulations, and gave him 

favor and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh, king of Egypt; and he 

appointed him governor over Egypt and his whole house. 

v. 11 Then there came a famine over the whole of Egypt and 

Canaan, and great affliction with it; and our fathers were not 

finding sustenance. 

v. 12 But when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent 

our fathers first. 

v. 13 And during their second visit Joseph was made known to his 

brothers, and Joseph’s nationality became evident to Pharaoh. 

v. 14 And Joseph having sent, summoned to himself Jacob his 

father and all his relatives, seventy-five souls. 

v. 15 And Jacob went down into Egypt and he ended his days, he 

and our fathers. 

v. 16 And they were carried over to Shechem, and placed in the 

tomb which Abraham bought for a sum of money from the sons of 

Hamor in Shechem. 

v. 17 But as the time of the promise which God had assured to 

Abraham was drawing near, the people increased and multiplied 

in Egypt, 

v. 18 until there arose another king over Egypt who did not know 

Joseph. 

v. 19 It was he who took shrewd advantage of our race and 

mistreated our fathers so that they would abandon their infants 

and they would not survive. 

v. 20 And it was at this time that Moses was born; and he was 

beautiful in the sight of God, and was nourished three months in 

the house of his father. 

v. 21 And when he was abandoned, the daughter of Pharaoh took 

him up and nourished him for her own son. 

v. 22 And Moses was educated in all the learning of the Egyptians, 

and he was a man of power in words and deeds.  

v. 23 But when he was approaching the age of forty, it came into 

his heart to pay a visit to his brethren, the sons of Israel. 

v. 24 And when he saw one of them being treated unjustly, he 

defended him and avenged the one who was being roughly treated, 

having cut down the Egyptian. 

v. 25 Now he was thinking that his brethren understood that God 

through his hand was giving them deliverance, but they did not 

understand. 
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            NOTES 
v. 26 And on the following day he appeared to them while they 

were fighting and tried to reconcile them in peace, saying, ‘Men, 

you are brothers, why are you wronging one another?’  

v. 27 But the one who was wronging his neighbor pushed him 

away, saying: ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge over us?  

v. 28 You are not desiring to kill me even as you killed the 

Egyptian yesterday, are you?’ 

v. 29 Then Moses fled at this remark and became a temporary 

resident in the land of Midian, where he became the father of two 

sons. 

v. 30 And after forty years had passed by, an angel appeared to 

him in the wilderness of Mount Sinai in a flaming fire of a bush. 

v. 31 And Moses, having seen it, went to wondering at the 

spectacle. And as he was approaching it to look more closely, there 

came the voice of the Lord: 

v. 32 ‘I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, and Isaac 

and Jacob.’ But Moses becoming terrified was not daring to look. 

v. 33 But the Lord said to him, ‘Take off the sandals from your 

feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.’ 

v. 34 I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in 

Egypt, and I heard their groaning, and I came down to rescue 

them. And now come, I will send you to Egypt.’  

v. 35 This Moses whom they rejected, saying: ‘Who appointed you a 

ruler and a judge?’ This one God has sent to be both a ruler and a 

deliverer with the hand of the angel who appeared to him in the 

thorn-bush. 

v. 36 This man led them out, having performed wonders and signs 

in the land of Egypt and in the Red Sea and in the wilderness for 

forty years. 

v. 37 This is the Moses who said to the sons of Israel, ‘God will 

raise up for you a prophet from your brethren who is like me.’ 

v. 38 This is the one who was in the congregation in the wilderness 

with the angel who was speaking to him in Mount Sinai, and with 

our fathers, who received the living divine utterances to give to 

you. 

v. 39 To whom our fathers were not desirous of becoming obedient, 

but thrust him away from themselves and turned back in their 

hearts to Egypt, 

v. 40 having said to Aaron, ‘Make for us gods who will go before us. 

For this Moses who led us out of the land of Egypt—we are not 

knowing what happened to him.’ 
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            NOTES 
v. 41 And in those days they made a calf and offered a sacrifice to 

the idol, and they kept on rejoicing in the works of their hands. 

v. 42 Then God turned away and delivered them up to worship the 

heavenly bodies; even as it stands written in the book of the 

prophets, ‘It was not to me that you offered victims and sacrifices 

forty years in the wilderness, was it, O House of Israel? 

v. 43 You also raised up the tent of Moloch and the star of the god 

Rompha, the images which you made for the purpose of 

worshipping them. I also will remove you beyond Babylon.’ 

v. 44 Our fathers had the tabernacle of testimony in the 

wilderness, even as He appointed when He was speaking to Moses 

that he should make it according to the pattern which he had seen. 

v. 45 And having received it in their turn, our fathers brought it in 

with Joshua when they entered the territory possessed by the 

Gentiles whom God drove out before our fathers, until the days of 

David. 

v. 46 Who found favor before God, and asked that he might find a 

dwelling place for the God of Jacob. 

v. 47 But it was Solomon who built a house for Him.  

v. 48 However, the Most High is not dwelling in houses made by 

human hands; as the prophet is saying: 

v. 49 ‘Heaven is my throne and earth is the footstool of my feet; 

What kind of house will you build for me the Lord is saying; or 

what is the place of my rest? 

v. 50 Did not my hand make all these things?’ 

v. 51 Stubborn and uncircumcised in heart and ears are always 

resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers did. 

v. 52 Which one of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? 

And they killed those who announced beforehand concerning the 

coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you 

have now become; 

v. 53 you who received the Law as ordained by angels and did not 

keep it.” 

v. 54 And having heard these things, they were cut to the heart, 

and they began to gnash their teeth at him. 

v. 55 But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into 

heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right 

hand of God. 

v. 56 And he said, “Behold! I am seeing the heavens which have 

been opened, and the Son of Man standing on the right hand of 

God.” 
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            NOTES 
v. 57 And having cried out with a great voice, they covered their 

ears and rushed upon him with one purpose. 

v. 58 And having thrown him outside of the city, they began 

stoning him, and the witnesses put aside their outer garments at 

the feet of a young man named Saul. 

v. 59 And they kept on stoning Stephen, as he was calling upon the 

Lord and saying: “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 

v. 60 And having knelt down, he cried with a great voice, “Lord, do 

not hold this sin against them.” And having said this he fell asleep. 

And Saul was together with the others approving of his death. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Acts 6:1-7:60 and in your own words pull out the main 

thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What was top priority with the apostles, according to verse 

4? 

 

 

 

 

3. Summarize the condition of the Christian movement, 

according to verse 7. 
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4. How did Stephen present himself to the Sanhedrin, 

according to verse 15? 

 

 

 

 

5. What are the high points of Stephen’s Bible history survey? 

 

 

 

 

6. How does he characterize his listeners, according to verse 

51? 

 

 

 

 

7. How did they respond to his message, according to verse 54? 

 

 

 

 

8. What were Stephen’s last two prayers in verses 59 & 60? 
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9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: The top priority for the man and woman of God 

is prayer and the ministry of the Word. 

 

LESSON #2: Stephen’s face reflected the glory of God. 

 

LESSON #3: Stephen traces the plan of salvation from 

Abraham to Christ. 

 

LESSON #4: God always accomplishes His purpose in His 

time. 

 

LESSON #5: Stephen is making the last offer to the nation 

Israel of the kingdom. 
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LESSON #6: God is not dwelling in houses made by human 

hands. 

 

LESSON #7: Stephen caught a glimpse of glory just before he 

died. 

 

LESSON #8: Stephen prays for forgiveness of his murderers. 
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