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A Practical Study of ACTS: 

 

Take It To Them! 

 

“Putting the GO Back in the Gospel” 

 

Study Number Eight – Acts 10:1-48 

 

 

Let’s begin with this beautiful hymn: 

 

It may not be on the mountain’s height, 

Or over the stormy sea, 

It may not be at the battle’s front 

My Lord will have need of me. 

 

But if by a still, small voice 

He calls to paths I do not know. 

I’ll answer, Dear Lord, with my hand in thine, 

I’ll go where you want me to go. 

(source unknown) 

 

This is a traumatic time. When we come to Acts 10, it’s a 

major transition. 

 

Remember in Acts 1:8 the last words of Christ were: 

 

Acts 1:8 

 

You shall receive power, after that the Holy Spirit has come 
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upon you, and you are going to be witnesses unto me, both in 

Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the uttermost 

part of the earth. 

 

We are now to the place where it’s going to go to the 

“uttermost part of the earth.” It’s a major turning point.  

 

They have been local. They felt the message was just for the 

Jews. It was traumatic in Acts 8 when the Gospel went to the 

Samaritans who were half-breed Jews. But this is something 

altogether different again. 

 

To turn to the Gentiles and have the blessings of God be upon 

them and have them accepted as well. So we are in a major 

chapter in our study. 

 

1. Chapter 1 we had the preliminary preparations for 

Pentecost. 

 

2. Chapter 2 we had the event itself as the Spirit of God 

came. 

 

3. Chapter 3 the lame man was healed. 

 

4. Chapter 4 the first persecution against the early church. 

 

5. Chapter 5 the deception of Ananias and Sapphira. 

 

6. Chapter 6 the dissension of the Greek Jews. 

 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin.



3 

 

7. Chapter 7 the martyrdom of Stephen. 

 

8. Then in chapter 8 the spreading of the Gospel to Samaria. 

Philip was the star of the story as he shared his faith with the 

Ethiopian eunuch as the study ended. 

 

9. And in our last study we saw the dramatic conversion of 

Saul of Tarsus. 

 

Whereas in Acts 9 God gets his man, in Acts 10 the message 

goes to the people who are going to be his audience for all of 

his ministry. 

 

Now we ended the study with the raising or resurrection of 

Dorcas. At the end of Acts 9 we left Peter at Joppa. 

 

Now geographically, if we can get in our mind the 

Mediterranean Sea, 50 miles northwest of Jerusalem on the 

Mediterranean coast is Caesarea. Drop 30 miles straight 

south down the coast and we’ll come to Joppa. These are the 

two cities that come into play and the two people that are 

going to be the cast of characters for the study: 

 

1. Cornelius, the Gentile, in Caesarea and  

 

2. Peter, a Jew, who is in Joppa. 

 

Well it’s time to go international. It’s time for foreign exports. 

This thing is bigger than all of us. We’re going to go worldwide 

with the message. And Acts 10 is the point where all of that 
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takes place. 

 

We can put Colossians 3:11b here—“Christ is all and in all.” 

 

Colossians 3:11 

 

And there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, 

circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave 

and freeman, Christ is all and in all. 

 

Pick up at verse 1 now in this very colorful and beautiful 

passage. 

 

v. 1 Now there was a certain man in Caesarea named 

Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the 

Italian cohort, 

 

“Now there was a certain man in Caesarea named Cornelius, 

a centurion of what was called the Italian cohort,” 

 

Well right away we go 50 miles northwest to Caesarea and 

we’re introduced to a man by the name of Cornelius. Now he’s 

a centurion. He’s high up in the military machine of the 

Roman government. He’s from the “Italian cohort” so he has 

come from Italy for this assignment in the Holy Land. 

 

Notice verse 2 says he is: 

 

v. 2 a pious man, and one who is fearing God with all 

his household, who gave many gifts of charity to 
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the Jewish people, and who prayed to God 

continually.  

 

“a pious man, one who is fearing God with all his household, 

who gave many gifts of charity to the Jewish people, and who 

prayed to God continually.” 

 

There are FOUR THINGS that are said about this man. When 

we try to describe our character we want to talk about him for 

a minute and see what we can find out about him. 

 

1. He’s “a pious man”—what does that mean? That means 

that he, like the Ethiopian eunuch, read the Scriptures. He 

has been touched by the Jewish feasts. He recognizes God is 

very much alive and he wants a relationship with Him, if in 

fact he does not have one. 

 

2. He is a man “who is fearing God”—what does that mean? 

That means he respects God. That means that he has a deep 

anxiety inside to do what would please God.  

 

When someone is a God-fearing person, they respect God and 

they want to do what God would want them to do. 

 

Now notice that phrase in that verse that we just kind of jump 

over but it’s got tremendous ramifications.  

 

He is “one who is fearing God”—WHAT?—“with all his 

household.” 
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This man is not a man unto himself. He is a man who has 

expressed his faith and he has made an impact on his own 

household by his faith. 

 

The validity of a man’s faith is what does it do at home? The 

acid test of the Christian life is behind the front door where 

everybody knows us. 

 

3. He “gave many gifts of charity to the Jewish people.” 

 

Now we’re going to see in the book of Acts that Jerusalem was 

a poverty-stricken area. And obviously Cornelius was aware of 

this and he has given of his means on a regular basis to help 

them. 

 

4. And the fourth thing that’s said about him, which is really 

important—this is the common denominator, by the way, 

between Peter and Cornelius. They both are tremendous pray-

ers. It says here he “prayed to God continually.” 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:17 

 

Pray without ceasing. 

 

There ought to be a running dialogue between us and our 

heavenly Father on a daily basis. This is a military man who 

walks with God and who prays a lot. 

 

There are 4 G’s that describe this man so we can get a handle 

on him. He’s a: 
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GOOD, 

 

GRACIOUS, 

 

GOD-FEARING 

 

GENTLEMAN. 

 

He has a prestigious position and he’s a man who loves God 

and he’s communicated his faith to others. 

 

Well, we’re now getting ready for the next phase of God’s 

program. We’ve been introduced to the character. Now what 

happens to him?  

 

v. 3 He saw in a vision clearly about the ninth hour of 

the day (3:00 p.m.) an angel of God who came into 

him, and said to him, “Cornelius!”  

 

“He saw in a vision clearly about the ninth hour of the day 

(3:00 in the afternoon) an angel of God who came into him, 

and said to him, ‘Cornelius!”’ 

 

Now there’s one common denominator in the Bible. When 

anybody sees an angel, they always get scared. We would too 

if we were sitting there praying and all of a sudden an angel 

walked in. We’d just about go bananas. And usually their first 

message is always, “Fear not.” Which they’re already doing. 

And they’re scared to death. And he is too. He’s not any 
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different.  

 

v. 4 And fixing his gaze upon him and being much 

alarmed, he said, “What is it, Lord?” And he said to 

him, “Your prayers and your gifts of charity 

ascended as a memorial before God.  

 

“And fixing his gaze upon him and being much alarmed, he 

said, ‘What is it, Lord?’ And he said to him,”—get this—“‘Your 

prayers and your gifts of charity ascended as a memorial 

before God.” 

 

Realize that right here we have what we can send ahead?  

 

Heaven’s like a big bank. And in our life we’re always 

wondering what we can send on ahead. Two things: 

 

1. our PRAYERS and 

 

2. our GIFTS. 

 

Whether it’s gifts of time, money, service to people, things we 

do for others—we’re sending ahead things to be a memorial for 

us. 

 

This angel says, “Cornelius there are two things we’ve got up 

there that are memorials for your work here on earth. You are 

characterized by your prayers that you’ve sent ahead and your 

gifts of charity. And they have ascended as a memorial before 

God.” 
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Have we ever let that thought ever enter our mind? That the 

heaven is like a big bank and these are things we can send on 

ahead? And we hadn’t. But there is another passage of 

Scripture that comes to our attention.  

 

Philippians 4:17-18 now really come alive when we see it in 

this context. 

 

Philippians 4:17, 18 

 

Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which 

increases to your account. But I have received everything in 

full, and have an abundance; I am amply supplied, having 

received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant 

aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God. 

 

He says, “I don’t want you to give a gift. That’s no big deal. 

But I know that is accruing to your account in what you’re 

doing so I encourage you in it. And it’s a ‘fragrant aroma,’ it’s 

a ’sacrifice, well pleasing to God.”’ 

 

Well in verse 4 we get the COMMENDATION from the angel, 

but in verse 5 we get the COMMAND from him. 

 

v. 5 And now send men to Joppa, and fetch a certain 

Simon, who I also called Peter.  

 

“And now send men to Joppa, and fetch a certain Simon, who I 

also called Peter.” 
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Notice he doesn’t say to Cornelius, “Get down to Joppa and see 

Peter.” He’s a centurion. He has men under him.  

 

He says, “Send some men down there ‘to Joppa, and fetch a 

certain Simon, who is also called Peter.”’ 

 

Now if we get in our mind’s eye the Mediterranean Sea coast, 

we’re dropping now from Caesarea in the north (probably 

down almost to Tel Aviv). We’re still on the coast. It’s a 30 

mile trip to the south where we left him at the end of our last 

study. 

 

v. 6 He is lodging with a certain tanner named Simon, 

whose house is by the sea.”  

 

“He is lodging with a certain tanner named Simon, whose 

house is by the sea.”’ 

 

One rabbi wrote about a tanner, and this will help us 

understand why his house is by the sea: 

 

“It is impossible that the world can do without tanners, but 

woe unto that man who is a tanner.” This is the fact upon 

which your reasoning must be based: not what you think of 

the occupation of a tanner, but what the Jews thought of it, 

and then remember that Simon Peter lodged with one Simon 

the Tanner. The address is vaguely given: “whose house is by 

the seaside,” the reason being that the Jews would not have 

tanneries in the towns. Tanneries were a necessity, a hated 
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and detested necessity. But they must be kept as far out of the 

town as possible, in the sea if the imperious Jews could have 

had their way. 

The tanner was not allowed to have his place of business 

within fifty cubits of a town. He was kept at a greater distance 

still if he happened to pursue his trade at the west end of a 

town. If a man married without telling his bride that he was a 

tanner, she could instantly demand release from the nuptial 

vow. 

(source unknown) 

 

So Simon’s kind of staying with a fella who has a smelly job.  

 

v. 7 And when the angel who was speaking to him 

departed, he summoned two of his household slaves 

and a pious soldier who were in constant 

attendance upon him,  

 

“And when the angel who was speaking to him departed, he 

summoned two of his household slaves and a pious soldier”—

get that. The man’s faith has not only touched his house but 

it’s touched his business. 

 

“a pious soldier who were in constant attendance upon him,” 

 

Now the neat thing about Cornelius is, he doesn’t sit around 

and wait for it to happen. He tells these fellas as soon as the 

vision’s over—it’s 3:00 in the afternoon—he calls them in and 

tells them as soon as the deal’s over: “Get on with it! Get out 

of here right away!”  
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Realize that by noon the next day they’re going to have 

traversed the 30 miles and they’re going to be in Joppa. So 

these fella had to move out and they had to do a lot of 

traveling at night in order to get there by noon the following 

day. So they don’t let any grass grow under their feet here. 

 

v. 8 and after he narrated the entire matter to them, he 

sent them to Joppa.  

 

“and after he narrated the entire matter to them, he sent 

them to Joppa.” 

 

Now they have 21 hours to get this job done so they’ve gotten 

very little rest obviously. They’ve moved out—it’s an urgent 

matter. And Cornelius is quick to be obedient. 

 

v. 9 Now on the next day, as they were on their way, 

and approaching the city, Peter went up on the 

housetop about the sixth hour (12:00 noon) to pray.  

 

“Now on the next day, as they were on their way, and 

approaching the city, Peter went up on the housetop about the 

sixth hour (that’s 12:00 noon) to pray.” 

 

Peter is a pray-er. And he is going up to the roof to spend some 

time with the Lord at lunch break. And so at noon, there he 

goes. 

 

What’s this telling us? This is telling us we really are settling 
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for an awful lot less than what God has for us if we are not 

making prayer a vital priority in our lives. 

 

Ruth Harms Calkin wrote a little poem called “The Reason”: 

 

(Lord, I Keep Running Back to You by Ruth Harms Calkin) 

 

God, why am I so often defeated? 

Why am I so full of dread and anxiety? 

Why am I so lamentably weak— 

So perilously susceptible to temptation? 

Why am I often inhospitable 

So intolerant of the needs of others?  

Why do I protest so violently? 

Above all, God 

Why do I so frequently lose 

The sense of Your shining Presence? 

God, why? 

Why? 

 

[And the answer:] 

 

“Because you pray so little.” 

(source unknown) 

 

And here these men both are characterized by great prayer. 

 

Robert Foster in his letter to men called “The Challenge” says: 

 

“No man is greater than his prayer life.” 
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“The passport to success is to persevere in prayer.” 

 

Many will PAY; but few will PRAY. 

(source unknown) 

 

Ron Dunn wrote a book called The Faith Crisis. When he talks 

about prayer he says: 

 

(The Faith Crisis by Ronald Dunn) 

 

We have this whole thing backwards. We investigate and 

deliberate, gather a consensus of opinion, call a committee 

meeting and come up with a plan of what needs to be done 

and how to do it; then we pray. And often what we are doing is 

trying to convince God our plan is a good one, and to persuade 

Him to go along with it. We are trying to get God to believe in 

us when He wants us to believe in Him. We are trying to get 

God to cooperate with our plan when He wants us to cooperate 

with His. Faith doesn’t pull God over to our side. It aligns us 

with Him and His purpose. God has not said, “If you have 

enough faith, I will do whatever you wish.” What He has said 

is, “If you will put your faith in me, I will enable you to do 

whatever I want.” 

(source unknown) 

 

In Margaret Barnhouse’s writing of her husband’s life, That 

Man Barnhouse, she describes an experience they had when 

they were in Japan. They wanted to see this beautiful, 

beautiful lake. It’s one of the great wonders of the world, and 
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they’d gone up to this very high elevated place to look down on 

the lake. And low and behold they were above the clouds. It 

was just like a great big white blanket. They couldn’t see a 

thing. And she said, “I was so mystified as Don began to 

conversationally pray and talk to the Lord.” And this is what 

he said:  

 

(That Man Barnhouse by Margaret N. Barnhouse) 

 

Lord, here is one of the wonders of Your creation. We have 

come a long way to see it. We may never come back again. If 

You choose to keep it veiled, it’s all right with us, but how 

wonderful it would be if You would let us see just a little 

glimpse of it. 

She said I could hardly believe my eyes. Japanese tourists 

were already going back to the bus but like God ruffled a great 

big gigantic blanket, He opened up a hole in the clouds. And 

the people came scrambling back from the buses, speaking in 

high tone Japanese with sheer delight as a shaft of light fell 

down upon this beautiful emerald lake. And he ruffled the 

blanket of the clouds all the way across the landscape so that 

we got a full view of the whole thing. 

And it wasn’t until after the whole thing was over and the 

blanket settled back again that I realized I was holding my 

breath. 

I looked back at Donald and his eyes were brimming with 

tears, and his face was radiant. “Lord, thank You,” he said 

quietly as his hand found mine.  

“Oh, Marge, Marge. Psalm 37:4. If people only knew how 

the Lord delights to delight those who delight in Him!” 
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(source unknown, paraphrased) 

 

Those are the kind of things that are precious and special but 

we miss so much because we’re not people who spend time 

praying. 

 

Cornelius and Peter have this in common. Both of them are 

great pray-ers. Cornelius at 3:00 in the afternoon, Peter at 

12:00 noon. 

 

v. 10 And he became very hungry and was desiring to 

eat; and while they were preparing the meal, an 

ecstasy came upon him;  

 

“And he became very hungry and was desiring to eat; and 

while they were preparing the meal, an ecstasy came upon 

him;” 

 

Well, he gets hungry and he calls down and says, “Hey y’all 

rustle up some grub down there.” And he continues to pray. 

And as he begins to pray at this time, the Lord is going to 

present a vision to him. 

 

Now the Lord’s timing is perfect. Is he hungry? He could peel 

his stomach off his backbone—ready to eat—so the Lord’s 

going to let down a white tablecloth with some food for him to 

eat. But it’s going to have a far greater impact than all of that 

to teach him what he needs to know. So here comes the vision. 
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v. 11 and he is beholding the heaven having been 

opened, and a certain object like a great sheet 

coming down, being let down by four corners to the 

ground,  

 

“and he is beholding the heaven having been opened, and a 

certain object like a great sheet coming down, being let down 

by four corners to the ground,” 

 

Now most people who interpret that say the white “sheet” 

represents the church. It comes down out of heaven. The 

church is the bride of Christ. It was formed in heaven. “Four 

corners” of course indicate the four corners of the compass. It 

is going to be worldwide. And in it everybody has a right to be 

there.  

 

v. 12 in which there were all kinds of four-footed 

animals and reptiles of the earth and birds of the 

heaven.  

 

“in which there were all kinds of four-footed animals and 

reptiles of the earth and birds of the heaven.” 

 

He just mentions THREE THINGS: 

 

1. the “four-footed animals,” 

 

2. the “reptiles,” and 

 

3. some “birds of the heaven.” 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin.



18 

 

 

So they probably have some pigs and some other animals in 

there and some alligators and some snakes and some lizards. 

And they probably have several different kinds of birds.  

 

v. 13 And there came a voice to him: “Arise, Peter, kill 

and eat!”  

 

“And there came a voice to him: ‘Arise, Peter, kill and eat!”’ 

 

Now he’s hungry! And the vision fits. He just says, “You’re 

hungry.” He can smell the food coming down. His gastric 

juices are really welling up with all of these good smells from 

down below. 

 

He says: “Arise…kill and eat!” 

 

Peter always does that which is impossible to do. It is totally 

impossible to say, “Lord” and “no” in the same sentence. But 

Peter does.  

 

v. 14 But Peter said, “By no means, Lord, because I 

have never eaten anything unholy and unclean.”  

 

“But Peter said, ‘By no means, Lord, because I have never 

eaten anything unholy and unclean.”’ 

 

Remember Saul of Tarsus? He was convinced that he was 

right in persecuting Christians and wiping out the church. He 

was so dogmatic about it. He was heading off 140 miles to the 
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north to get Christians up there. Totally convinced. “Man I’m 

right! I’m serving God!” 

 

Now if we ask Peter, “Are you right in not eating these 

things?” Peter could say, “I am right baby! This is the way I’ve 

grown up. This is the way I live. This is right! And everybody 

else is wrong.” 

 

The resistance of Peter is very real. And we could say this, 

Paul thought he was right in his persecution. And Peter 

thinks he’s right in his legalism. 

 

But can we ever come to the place where we’re willing to 

admit that we might be wrong? It’s very difficult to find 

anybody that’ll admit that in religious circles, that’s for sure.  

 

We have an awful lot of dogmatic folks running around who’ve 

just got it all figured out and they have God in a box and they 

know something that everybody else doesn’t know. And 

they’re going to get there in a very special way and they’re all 

different. And they isolate themselves from everybody else. 

 

Alexander Whyte has written a couple of great volumes on 

biblical characters. It’s an old work. But he was preaching on 

this passage: 

 

Alexander Whyte challenged his St. George’s West 

congregation in Edinburgh to do just that on a Sunday 

evening when he preached on this text over 60 years ago. If 

you would take a four-cornered napkin when you go home, and 
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a Sabbath night pen and ink, and write the names of nations 

and the churches and the denominations and the 

congregations and the ministers and the public men and the 

private citizens and the neighbors and the fellow-worshippers, 

all the people you dislike and despise, and do not and cannot 

and will not love; heap up their names in your unclean 

napkin, and then look up and say, “Not so, Lord, I neither can 

speak well nor think well nor hope well of these people. I 

cannot do it and I will not try.” If you acted out and spoke out 

all the evil things that are in your heart in some such way as 

that, you would thus get such a sight of yourselves that you 

would never forget it. And for your reward, and there is no 

better reward, like Peter you would one day come to be able to 

say, “Of truth, I perceive that God is no respecter of persons, 

but in every nation and church and denomination and party of 

men God has them that fear Him and that work righteousness 

and that are accepted of Him.” And then it would go up for a 

memorial before God the complete change and the noble 

alteration that had come to your mind and to your heart.  

(source unknown) 

 

But we’re not like that. We resist. We fight it. 

 

Luci Swindoll has written two books. One is called Wide is My 

World and Narrow is My Bed. She is Chuck Swindoll’s sister. 

Her second work is called Alchemy of the Heart and she 

confesses to the fact that she was very, very legalistic. And in 

her legalism she says: 

 

(Alchemy of the Heart by Luci Swindoll) 
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At this point in my life I had just enough knowledge of living 

to realize that experience was only beginning for me and just 

enough knowledge of Scripture to be dangerous. In other 

words, I was the epitome of a legalistic kid. I had begun to 

memorize verses, witness to my friends, fervently proclaim the 

Lord’s return with every passing day, and generally believe 

that all things regarding life were absolutely black or 

absolutely white, no middle ground, no gray areas—none. 

Ever been around people like that? They’re awful, and I was 

worse because of this aforementioned assertiveness training of 

which I spoke. I am sure I was an unadulterated pain in the 

patootie [to anybody who came close to me]! 

(source unknown) 

 

Yes, when we fight and when we rebel against the Lord, we’re 

like the poet who said: 

 

(Lord, Could You Hurry a Little by Ruth Harms Calkin) 

 

Lord, for three miserable days now 

I have stubbornly resisted you. 

I’ve balked and argued, 

I’ve looked for possible detours, 

I’ve shouted outrageous excuses, 

And I’ve tried in every possible way 

 to sidestep you. 

All of this only to discover that my 

 clenched-fist resistance 

Has been far more unbearable than the 
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 obedience you required of me. 

Lord, may I please have another chance. 

(source unknown) 

 

Yes we can! Submit. 

 

v. 15 And again a voice spoke a second time to him: 

“The things which God cleansed, as for you, stop 

considering unclean.”  

 

“And again a voice spoke a second time to him:” 

 

Get this, the Lord always deals with Peter in threes. Here it is 

again: 

 

“And again a voice spoke to him a second time: ‘The things 

which God cleansed, as for you, stop considering unclean.”’ 

 

And notice verse 16: 

 

v. 16 And this occurred three times. And immediately 

the object was taken up into heaven.  

 

“And this occurred three times. And immediately the object 

was taken up into heaven.” 

 

Remember the last time the Lord dealt with Peter on the 

shores of the Sea of Galilee in a resurrected body in John 21? 

 

He said to Peter the first time: “Do you agape me?”  
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Peter says, “I phileo you. I’m your friend.” 

 

And the Lord says a second time: “Peter do you agape me?” 

 

Peter says, “I phileo you.” 

 

The third time the Lord really gets it to him and says: “Do you 

even phileo me? Are you even my friend?” 

 

And Peter, with a big lump in his throat and tears in his eyes 

finally admits it, “I am your friend. I do phileo you.” 

 

Three times—here’s three times again. The Lord knows this 

guy. It takes three times to hammer it home. And so again, 

three times, we don’t get any kind of an idea of the response to 

this except in verse 17 he’s “completely at a loss.” That means 

it’s blown his mind. He just cannot figure out what in the 

world is the significance of what he’s seen. It has just blown 

his socks off. 

 

v. 17 Now while Peter was completely at a loss as to 

what the vision which he saw might be, behold, the 

men who were sent by Cornelius, having made 

diligent inquiry regarding the home of Simon, 

stood at the gate.  

 

“Now while Peter was completely at a loss as to what the 

vision which he saw might be, behold, the men who were sent 

by Cornelius, having made diligent inquiry regarding the 
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home of Simon, stood at the gate.” 

 

Now God’s timing is perfect isn’t it? Just at the time he has 

this great need, here come the fellas from Caesarea from the 

house of Cornelius. They hurried into town, they got a map 

and they’ve been asking all kinds of questions of addresses for 

Simon the tanner. And finally one guy just says “follow your 

nose” and sure enough they did. There they were at the home 

of Simon the tanner, just exactly at the time that they were 

supposed to be there. 

 

There’s a poem called “The Master Artist” that describes this: 

 

(Tell Me Again, Lord, I Forget by Ruth Harms Calkin) 

 

There are days, Lord 

Frightening and mysterious 

When You seem to splash across 

The canvas of my heart 

With wasted strokes— 

Like an amateur artist 

Carelessly mixing pigment. 

Frankly 

Your colors appear unblended 

Your strokes haphazard. 

Instead of design 

I see blobs of distortion. 

Today, Lord 

This very hour 

Dissolve my apprehension 
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Renew my confidence 

Settle my conviction 

That You have planned 

The total design. 

Finally, Lord 

When the finished canvas 

Is luminously displayed 

Make this my song of affirmation: 

The pattern is perfectly clear.  

(source unknown) 

 

“I don’t understand what You’re doing!” is what Peter’s 

saying.  

 

“It’s a big blob on the canvas right now. This just doesn’t fit 

You! I just don’t understand this. It’s going way beyond 

anything I could have comprehended.” 

 

v. 18 And having called, they were asking whether 

Simon, who was also called Peter, was lodging 

there.  

 

“And having called, they were asking whether Simon, who 

was also called Peter, was lodging there.” 

 

v. 19 And while Peter was earnestly pondering in his 

mind the matter concerning the vision, the Spirit 

said, “Behold, two men are looking for you.  

 

“And while Peter was earnestly pondering in his mind”—we 
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can see he is really burning up the molecules—“the matter 

concerning the vision, the Spirit said, ‘Behold, two men are 

looking for you.” 

 

Only 3 left. The pious soldier must have had business in town. 

He sent the two servants over here to deal with him while he’s 

off getting supplies and getting ready for the trip going back. 

 

v. 20 But arise, go down at once and be going on your 

way with them without any hesitation, because I 

have sent them myself.”  

 

“But arise, go down at once and be going on your way with 

them without any hesitation,”— he still has that—“because I 

have sent them myself.”’ 

 

v. 21 Then Peter having gone down to the men said: 

“Behold, I am the one you are looking for; what is 

the reason for your being here?”  

 

“Then Peter having gone down to the men said: ‘Behold, I am 

the one you are looking for; what is the reason for your being 

here?”’ 

 

And they go through this little deal which we’ve already 

understood in the description of Cornelius. 

 

“What are the people saying about you who are your 

employees?” That is an acid test, isn’t it? 
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These employees of Cornelius are saying the very same things 

that were said back in verse 1. That’s a great compliment. 

 

v. 22 And they said, “Cornelius, a centurion, a man who 

is upright and who is fearing God, who is being 

highly recommended by the entire nation of the 

Jews, was divinely commanded by a holy angel to 

send for you to come to his home and to hear words 

from you.”  

 

“And they said, ‘Cornelius, a centurion, a man who is upright 

and who is fearing God, who is being highly recommended by 

the entire nation of the Jews, was divinely commanded by a 

holy angel to send for you to come to his home and to hear 

words from you.”’ 

 

And Peter doesn’t know what he’s going to talk about.  

 

v. 23 And so he invited them in and gave them lodging. 

And on the next day, having arose, he went with 

them, and some of the brethren from Joppa 

accompanied him.  

 

“And so he invited them in” 

 

He probably saw these fellas, they’d been on this 30-mile trip 

in 21 hours and they hadn’t had much sleep. They were bug-

eyed and looked like they needed a shower and a good dinner 

and a good bed.  
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“And so he invites them in and he gave them lodging.”—They 

spent the night there—“And on the next day, having arose, he 

went with them, and some of the brethren from Joppa 

accompanied him.” 

 

Now get this, this is a bunch of Jews going along with him. 

They have to be there and they’re going to explain something. 

It’s going to happen here a little bit in the story. 

 

v. 24 And on the following day he entered Caesarea. 

Now Cornelius was waiting for them, having called 

together his relatives and close friends.  

 

“And on the following day he entered Caesarea.” 

 

See they made this a two day trip. They went in one day. 

What they did, if we follow on the map up the coast, they 

stopped at Apollonia which is about 12 or 13 miles north of 

Joppa. There is the Apollonia Hilton there and they knew it 

had a jogging track and racquetball courts and a sauna and 

weight room and they just couldn’t pass that up so they spent 

the night there and they got an early wake-up call and got all 

the way to Caesarea after lunch the next day. And so they’re 

ready there for what’s getting ready to take place.  

 

“And on the following day he entered Caesarea. Now 

Cornelius was waiting for them, having called together his 

relatives and close friends.” 

 

Cornelius has his family over and he told them about this 
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thing. He says, “I don’t understand it all but they told me to 

send for Peter. He’s going to be coming up here. I want you all 

to come in.” 

 

We always invite our family and friends, especially if we love 

the Lord and are a good family man. So he has all his relatives 

gathered around him and they’re all ready for him to come. He 

has his audience already set up for him. 

 

v. 25 And when it came about that Peter entered, 

Cornelius having met him, having fallen at his feet, 

prostrated himself in an expression of profound 

respect.  

 

“And when it came about that Peter entered, Cornelius having 

met him, having fallen at his feet, prostrated himself in an 

expression of profound respect.” 

 

He just falls out. This guy must be an awfully holy man to 

come walking in here.  

 

v. 26 But Peter raised him up, saying, “Stand up; I too 

am just a man.”  

 

“But Peter raised him up, saying, ‘Stand up; I too am just a 

man.”’ 

 

It’s interesting in the Bible, when we see spiritual people who 

are being worshiped, they always answer exactly the same 

way. Accept the Lord Jesus. 
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We see this in Acts 14. We’re going to see that later in Acts 

when Paul and Barnabas are actually worshiped. And they’re 

so scared to death they tear their clothes and tell them to stop 

it, not to do it. 

 

In Revelation 19:10 John drops before an angel and the angel 

says, “Don’t do that. I’m just like you.”  

 

But in Revelation 1, listen to this: 

 

Revelation 1:17, 18 

 

And when I saw Him, [that is Christ] I fell at His feet as a 

dead man. And He laid His right hand upon me, saying, “Do 

not be afraid; I am the first and the last, and the living One; 

and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I 

have the keys of death and of Hades.” 

 

No question! He is God Himself and it’s right to worship and 

to respect Him. 

 

But angels and human beings, definitely not. Right away 

Peter says, “No, listen. I’m a man just like you! Don’t put me 

in this place!” 

 

v. 27 And as he was conversing with him, he entered, 

and is finding many gathered together.  

 

“And as he was conversing with him, he entered, and is 
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finding many gathered together.” 

 

v. 28 And he said to them, “You yourselves are 

understanding how unlawful it is for a man who is 

a Jew to associate or to visit with a foreigner. And 

yet to me God showed that I am not to be calling 

any man unholy or unclean.  

 

“And he said to them,” 

 

Get this. He’s still comprehending. He’s still fighting the 

thing. He’s been fighting it all the way up here for two days. 

He still hasn’t got it figured out. 

 

“‘You yourselves are understanding how unlawful it is for a 

man who is a Jew to associate or to visit with a foreigner.” 

 

“I just broke the Law walking in this house with y’all.”  

 

“And yet to me God showed that I am not to be calling any 

man unholy or unclean.” 

 

It was one thing to go up and talk to the Samaritans but now 

it’s something else to come over and talk to them. 

 

v. 29 Wherefore I also came without debating the issue 

when I was sent for. I am inquiring therefore, for 

what reason did you send for me?”  

 

“Wherefore I also came without debating the issue when I was 
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sent for. I am inquiring therefore, for what reason did you 

send for me?”’ 

 

Cornelius takes the stage: 

 

v. 30 And Cornelius said, “Four days ago to this hour, I 

was praying in my home during the ninth hour 

(3:00 p.m.); and behold, a man stood before me in 

shining garments,  

 

“And Cornelius said, ‘Four days ago to this hour,”—was it four 

days ago? Yes. 

 

On DAY ONE he had the vision. That afternoon he sent the 

fellas to go. 

 

On noon DAY TWO they got there. They spent the night. 

 

And on DAY THREE they started out and they traveled and 

spent the night at Apollonia. 

 

And on DAY FOUR they got there. And it’s about 3:00 in the 

afternoon now that this is being talked about. 

 

“‘Four days ago to this hour, I was praying in my home during 

the ninth hour (3:00 in the afternoon); and behold, a man 

stood before me in shining garments,” 

 

And he runs this thing through him again: 
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v. 31 and he said: ‘Cornelius, your prayer was heard 

and your deeds of charity are held in remembrance 

as a memorial before God.  

 

“and he said: “Cornelius, your prayer was heard and your 

deeds of charity are held in remembrance as a memorial 

before God.” 

 

Isn’t that special?  

 

Matthew 10:42 

 

Whoever in the name of a disciple gives to one of these little 

ones even a cup of cold water to drink, truly I say to you, he 

shall not lose his reward. 

 

Very insignificant, but very important. 

 

v. 32 Send therefore to Joppa and invite Simon, who is 

also called Peter, to come to you; he is lodging in 

the home of Simon the tanner by the sea.’  

 

“Send therefore to Joppa and invite Simon, who is also called 

Peter, to come to you; he is lodging in the home of Simon the 

tanner by the sea.”” 

 

v. 33 And so I sent to you immediately, and you did well 

in coming. Now then, we are all here present before 

God to hear all that you have been commanded by 

the Lord.”  
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“And so I sent to you immediately, and you did well in 

coming.” 

 

This next statement that Cornelius makes is one every 

layman could put on the pulpit for every preacher. That is a 

challenge.  

 

“Now then, we are all here present before God to hear all that 

you have been commanded by the Lord.”’ 

 

“That’s what you come for and that’s what you need.”  

 

That’s just like John 12 when the Greeks come to Philip and 

they said, “Sir…” and to Andrew and say, “Sir, we would see 

Jesus. We want to see Him.” 

 

Now they’re saying to preacher Peter, “we are all here present 

before God to hear all that you have been commanded by the 

Lord” to give.  

 

v. 34 And Peter having opened his mouth, said, “Of a 

truth I am in the process of comprehending the fact 

that God is not one to show partiality.  

 

“And Peter having opened his mouth, said,”—get this—“‘Of a 

truth I am in the process”—that’s the way the Greek text 

really reads. 

 

“I am in the process of comprehending the fact that God is not 
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one to show partiality.” 

 

Great opening statement!  

 

Then why do we? If “God is not one to show partiality,” then it 

might hurt a little especially if we represent this persuasion.  

 

God is not showing “partiality” with regard to SALVATION, 

SANCTIFICATION or GLORIFICATION.  

 

In SALVATION He shows no “partiality!” 

 

“Whosoever will may come”—right? 

 

He wants everyone to come to Jesus Christ. He’s not willing 

that any should perish. Right? 

 

What about SANCTIFICATION? Understand what that word 

means?  

 

That means growing up in Jesus after we become a Christian. 

Sanctified means to be more set apart, to be made holy. 

 

In sanctification His one concern is that we be made like the 

Lord Jesus Christ, through all the curriculums that He 

administers in our life. 

 

“And you can be confident of this very thing that He who has 

begun a good work in you will continue to perform it until the 

day of Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 1:6) 
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And God’s using everything in our life and all of it has 

meaning because He’s trying to make us more like His Son in 

sanctification. 

 

GLORIFICATION—without partiality because “soon we shall 

be like Him for we shall see Him as He is.” (ref. 1 John 3:2) 

 

Now why do we have such a hassle with the charismatic 

movement?  

 

Because they’re showing partiality. And it’s right at this point 

that we should take issue. You don’t have first class and coach 

Christians! That’s just for airlines. Special preferred status—

but not among believers.  

 

“God is not one to show partiality.” 

 

And yet we’ve done that. There are two more passages that 

really land on this thing. James when he’s writing his epistle. 

 

In James 2: 1-9 he talks about a man who comes into the 

church with bib overalls on and there’s another man that 

comes in rich with a big fancy suit and rings and stuff. And he 

describes the usher as taking the guy with the gold rings and 

all this stuff and taking him down and putting him in this 

place of special honor. And the poor guy in the bib overalls 

tells him to sit over there. “We’ve run out of seats.” And he 

says they’re showing partiality.  
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James 2:6-9 

 

You’ve dishonored the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress 

and personally drag you into court? Do they not blaspheme 

the fair name by which you have been called? If, however, you 

are fulfilling the royal law, according to the Scripture, “You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. [Get 

this] But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and 

are convicted by the law as a transgressor. 

 

Strong. 

 

It says Peter is beginning to comprehend this. He doesn’t 

learn it very fast.  

 

In Galatians 2 when Peter comes down to Antioch, he’s eating 

with the Gentiles and then some of the Jews from Jerusalem 

(legalistic brethren) walk in. And Peter takes a bunch of the 

people and goes over and starts eating with the Jews because 

he’s scared to eat with the Gentiles. And Paul has to stand up 

publicly and reproach him in that passage. (ref. Galatians 

2:11-14) 

 

It takes a long time for all of this to begin to dawn on him. 

He’s saying, “I perceive, I’m beginning to comprehend but I 

can’t put it all together yet.”  

 

Ray Stedman gives an illustration at this particular point that 

really hits home: 
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While my daughter was at Wheaton College, she wrote to 

me about a touching incident. At chapel one day the president 

of Wheaton College got up and shared with the entire student 

body a dilemma that he was facing. Many supporters of the 

school were withholding funds because they were bothered by 

the many long-haired youths they had seen on their visits [to 

the campus].  

The president said the school was in a serious financial 

bind because of this. Her whole operation was being 

threatened, and the student body sat there, breathlessly 

anxious to learn what the administration’s stand would be. 

Then the president called out of the audience the young man 

who had the longest hair and beard in the whole student body 

and asked him to come up to the platform.  

Turning to him he said, “You have long hair and you have 

a long beard. You represent the very thing that these 

supporters of the school are against. I want you to know that 

the administration of this school does not feel as they do. We 

accept you and we love you. We believe that you are here to 

seek and to find the truth as it is in Jesus Christ,” and he 

reached out and embraced him. The student body rose as one 

man in a moment of acclaim for their president, for his 

expression of that kind of love and acceptance. That is what 

God wants. The great lesson that God taught the apostle Peter 

on this occasion was that these Gentiles were to be his friends 

and were [in fact] to be accepted by him. 

(source unknown) 
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v. 35 But in every nation the man who is fearing Him 

and who is working righteousness is acceptable 

with Him.  

 

“But in every nation the man who is fearing Him and who is 

working righteousness is acceptable with Him.” 

 

That is a great statement! The Gospel is no longer localized! 

The vision’s getting bigger and it’s getting more exciting! 

 

v. 36 The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, 

proclaiming as good news peace through Jesus 

Christ, [this One is Lord of all]  

 

“The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, proclaiming as 

good news peace through Jesus Christ, [this One is Lord of 

all]” 

 

Oh Peter! Thank you! What you have just done has opened up 

the message to the Gentiles! 

 

All hail the power of Jesus’ name, 

Let angels prostrate fall. 

Bring forth the royal diadem 

And crown Him Lord of all. 

(source unknown) 

 

Not just the Jews! 
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v. 37 you yourselves are knowing the thing which took 

place throughout all Judea, starting from Galilee, 

after the baptism which John proclaimed.  

 

“you yourselves are knowing the thing which took place 

throughout all Judea,” 

 

What he’s going to do now is preach the Gospel. And watch, he 

focuses on the Person of Christ—His death, burial, 

resurrection and coming again. It’s a beautiful Gospel 

message to these Gentiles: 

 

“you yourselves are knowing the thing which took place 

throughout all Judea, starting from Galilee, after the baptism 

which John proclaimed.” 

 

v. 38 Jesus, the one from Nazareth, how God anointed 

Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went 

about doing good and healing all who were being 

oppressed by the devil, because God was with Him.  

 

“Jesus, the one from Nazareth, how God anointed Him with 

the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good 

and healing all who were being oppressed by the devil, 

because God was with Him.” 

 

v. 39 And we are witnesses of all the things He did both 

in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom 

they also killed by hanging Him on a cross.  
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“And we are witnesses of all the things He did both in the land 

of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they also killed by 

hanging Him on a cross.” 

 

That’s the word “tree.” It’s an ugly tree. 

 

Galatians 3:13 

 

Christ hath redeemed us from the cruse of the law, being 

made a curse for us, for “Cursed is anyone who is hanging on a 

tree.” 

 

It makes us really understand when we look at our Christmas 

tree to realize that in all of its beauty there is another tree 

that the Christmas tree represents. And that is that little 

baby in a manger who is going to, 33 years later, hang on 

another three—the Cross—the accursed tree, to bear our sin 

and our penalty. 

 

Here he is speaking of that tree in verse 39. 

 

v. 40 This One God raised up on the third day, and 

granted that He should become visible,  

 

“This One God raised up on the third day, and granted that 

He should become visible,” 

 

He’s preached the life, the death and the resurrection of Jesus 

there in those few words. And now he comes to the judgment. 
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v. 41 not to all the people, but to witnesses, who had 

been designated beforehand by God, to us who ate 

and drank with Him after He arose from the dead.  

 

“not to all the people, but to witnesses, who had been 

designated before by God, to us who ate and drank with Him 

after He arose from the dead.” 

 

And that’s Peter thinking about that deal on the shores of the 

Sea of Galilee when he had that bread and the Lord asked him 

if he loved Him.  

 

v. 42 And He ordered us to proclaim to the people, and 

to bear testimony that this is the One who was 

appointed by God to be the judge of the living and 

the dead.  

 

“And He ordered us to proclaim to the people, and to bear 

testimony that this is the One who was appointed by God to be 

the judge of the living and the dead.” 

 

Jesus died. He lived, He died, He rose again and He’s coming 

back and He’s going to be the Judge. 

 

All of these messages preach Jesus coming back again to be 

the Judge. Paul will do that when we get to Acts 17 and he’s 

preaching in Athens on Mars Hill. 

 

There was an interesting little story told: 
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…about a certain physician who made it his chief concern in 

matters of religion to degrade the character and dignity of 

Christ. So great was his contempt for Him that he seldom 

spoke of Him in conversation than any other name than the 

Carpenter’s Son. At length he was seized with an affliction 

which resulted in his death. A while before his departure the 

servant who attended him found him in great agitation. The 

physician said, “I am a dying man, and that which affects me 

most of all is that I must be judged by the Carpenter’s Son.” 

 

(from Our Daily Bread, March 9, year unknown.) 

 

That’s the story that he’s preaching here.  

 

v. 43 To this One all the prophets are bearing testimony 

that through His name everyone who is believing in 

Him has received forgiveness of sins.”  

 

“To this One all the prophets are bearing testimony that 

through His name everyone who is believing in Him has 

received forgiveness of sins.”’ 

 

What is the single condition of salvation?  

 

“everyone who is believing in Him” is experiencing or 

receiving “forgiveness of sins.” 

 

Now get it, he’s still preaching. But his preaching is 

interrupted by a supernatural phenomenon.  
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Here it comes—verse 44. 

 

v. 44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the 

Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were hearing the 

Word.  

 

“While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit 

fell upon all those who were hearing the Word.” 

 

Notice TWO THINGS: 

 

1. it’s INSTANTANEOUS and 

 

2. it’s UNANIMOUS. 

 

They believed—instantaneous the Spirit of God “fell upon all 

of them”—not just a few. 

 

v. 45 And the believers who belonged to the 

circumcision as many as came with Peter were 

amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had 

been poured out upon the Gentiles also.  

 

“And the believers who belonged to the circumcision as many 

as came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy 

Spirit had been poured out upon the Gentiles also.” 

 

Who’s there? Jews are there. And they’re “amazed.” 

 

And the reason that verse says Jews are there is because of 
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what’s getting ready to happen in the very next verse. 

 

v. 46 For they were hearing them speaking with 

tongues and exalting God. Then Peter answered,  

 

“For they were hearing them speaking with tongues and 

exalting God.” 

 

Why the tongues again? We have Jews present. There were no 

tongues in Acts 8—there were no Jews present. Now they are.  

 

What is “tongues?”  

 

“Tongues” is a foreign language. It is a sign of judgment to the 

nation Israel. That judgment has come upon Israel.  

 

Israel’s been set aside. This new entity is going to involve 

Jews. It’s going to involve Samaritans and it’s going to involve 

Gentiles! It’s a worldwide thing! And it’s altogether fitting at 

this point that the phenomenon of supernatural languages 

would evidence itself at the time of the coming of the Holy 

Spirit on the Gentiles.  

 

And they understand that they are exalting God with these 

foreign tongues so it must have been Hebrew because they 

could understand what in fact was being said. 

 

“Then Peter answered,” 
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v. 47 “Surely no one can forbid the water in order that 

these may be baptized who received the Holy Spirit 

just as we did, can he?”  

 

‘“Surely no one can forbid the water in order that these may 

be baptized who received the Holy Spirit just as we did, can 

he?”’ 

 

v. 48 Then he ordered that they be baptized in the name 

of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to stay on for 

a few days.  

 

“Then he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus 

Christ.”—just like Acts 2—“Then they asked him to stay on for 

a few days.” 

 

Why is Peter here and why does all this happen?  

 

Peter was given the keys to the Kingdom and they were 

THREE: 

 

1. The first key was to open the Gospel to the Jews—

Jerusalem,  

 

2. the second Samaria—Acts 8, and 

 

3. the third to the Gentiles—Acts 10. 

 

We have two more chapters and we’re going to say goodbye to 

Peter. It’s going to be hello Saul of Tarsus for the rest of the 
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book of Acts. 

 

But in his ministry he has now fulfilled his function with the 

keys of the Kingdom. He’s unlocked the Gospel message to 

these three groups. 

 

Now there’s something else that we need to make very clear 

and it’s a valid observation. This is as close as we’re going to 

get for a little bit to the real Gospel that we have today. 

 

1. The message was preached. 

 

2. They believed. 

 

3. The Spirit fell. 

 

4. The ordinance of baptism was celebrated. 

 

In that sequence. 

 

And we today have the same thing. As the message is 

preached and the Spirit of God convicts the heart, we begin to 

believe. And as we believe, the Spirit of God baptizes us into 

the body of Christ and comes to dwell within us permanently. 

 

Now we have 10 lessons out of our text.  

 

Lesson #1: It is now time for the gospel to spread to the 

Gentiles. 
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Lesson #2: Our prayers and gifts ascend as a memorial before 

God. 

 

What can we send ahead? Our prayers and our gifts. 

 

Lesson #3: Prayer ought to be a primary priority in our lives. 

 

When we get to glory, we’re going to get a financial statement 

and a list on a computer printout of our prayer life? That 

ought to just shake us a tad bit.  

 

And what are we going to be doing? Looking for the bottom 

line. We want to see just how much we gave and we’re going to 

want to see just how much we really prayed.  

 

Those are the things this obviously manifests and are going to 

be used as a basis for the Judgment Seat of Christ. 

 

Lesson #4: You cannot say “no” and “Lord” in the same 

sentence. 

 

Lesson #5: God’s timing is always perfect. 

 

Just as Peter is very hungry, he sees a vision. Just as the 

vision is gone, the men from Caesarea show up at the front 

gate.  

 

God’s timing is always perfect and it will be in our life too if 

we’ll just trust Him. 
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Lesson #6: God is not one to show partiality. 

 

Lesson #7: The life, death, resurrection and second coming in 

judgment. 

 

This is the content of Peter’s message. He’s preaching Jesus. 

 

Lesson #8: Believing here is the single condition for 

forgiveness of sins. 

 

Lesson #9: The coming of the Spirit, once again, is unanimous 

on this occasion. 

 

We don’t have the haves and the have nots. 

 

Lesson #10: Speaking in languages is a sign of judgment to 

the nation Israel. 

 

Where does this message find us? Does it find us as someone 

who has all the assurance in the world that if we die today, 

we’d go to be with the Lord?  

 

That’s a critical thought. Are we at peace? Do we know Jesus 

Christ as our Savior?  

 

Then as a believer, are we right with Him? Are we open and 

receptive to fellowship wherever we find it? Or do we have our 

little sheet full of uncleans? Our little legalistic boundaries 

over which we cannot pass to have fellowship with others? 
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John MacArthur wrote a book called The Ultimate Priority. In 

it he has called upon a man who isn’t coming to church very 

much. And while they’re sitting before the crackling fire, John 

gets up and walks over and takes the tongs and separates the 

log and the fire goes out. And John turns to him and says, 

“That’s exactly what’s happening in your life. You’re isolating 

yourself and when you do the fire goes out.” 

(source unknown) 

 

God means for us to have fellowship with one another, to love 

one another, to care for one another, to find support from one 

another, and strength and encouragement. This is His whole 

design. 

 

For Peter it’s been hard hasn’t it? He’s had to open up the lens 

of his gigantic camera and focus on something a whole lot 

bigger than he had originally intended. And that is in a world 

that needs a relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

And the rest of the book of Acts is the story of the world 

hearing the message. 

 

Father, thank You for the chance we’ve had to study and 

thank You for this great book. Lord, thank You that as we 

take it carefully in context and verse-by-verse, it begins to 

take on real meaning. Thank You that as we have studied 

Acts 10 we’re a long way from where we were in Acts 1. So 

much has happened. So many things have taken place. Help 

us to comprehend that and to order our own lives in light of 

the great truths that You’ve taught us. In Jesus’ name we 
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pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of ACTS: 

 

Take It To Them! 

 

“Putting the GO Back in the Gospel” 

 

 

STUDY NUMBER EIGHT – ACTS 10:1-48   NOTES 

 
v. 1 Now there was a certain man in Caesarea named Cornelius, a 

centurion of what was called the Italian cohort, 

v. 2 a pious man, and one who is fearing God with all his 

household, who gave many gifts of charity to the Jewish people, 

and who prayed to God continually. 

v. 3 He saw in a vision clearly about the ninth hour of the day 

(3:00 p.m.) an angel of God who came into him, and said to him, 

“Cornelius!” 

v. 4 And fixing his gaze upon him and being much alarmed, he 

said, “What is it, Lord?” And he said to him, “Your prayers and 

your gifts of charity ascended as a memorial before God. 

v. 5 And now send men to Joppa, and fetch a certain Simon, who I 

also called Peter. 

v. 6 He is lodging with a certain tanner named Simon, whose 

house is by the sea.” 

v. 7 And when the angel who was speaking to him departed, he 

summoned two of his household slaves and a pious soldier who 

were in constant attendance upon him, 

v. 8 and after he narrated the entire matter to them, he sent them 

to Joppa. 

v. 9 Now on the next day, as they were on their way, and 

approaching the city, Peter went up on the housetop about the 

sixth hour (12:00 noon) to pray. 

v. 10 And he became very hungry and was desiring to eat; and 

while they were preparing the meal, an ecstasy came upon him; 

v. 11 and he is beholding the heaven having been opened, and a 

certain object like a great sheet coming down, being let down by 

four corners to the ground, 

v. 12 in which there were all kinds of four-footed animals and 

reptiles of the earth and birds of the heaven. 
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            NOTES 
v. 13 And there came a voice to him: “Arise, Peter, kill and eat!” 

v. 14 But Peter said, “By no means, Lord, because I have never 

eaten anything unholy and unclean.” 

v. 15 And again a voice spoke a second time to him: “The things 

which God cleansed, as for you, stop considering unclean.” 

v. 16 And this occurred three times. And immediately the object 

was taken up into heaven. 

v. 17 Now while Peter was completely at a loss as to what the 

vision which he saw might be, behold, the men who were sent by 

Cornelius, having made diligent inquiry regarding the home of 

Simon, stood at the gate. 

v. 18 And having called, they were asking whether Simon, who 

was also called Peter, was lodging there. 

v. 19 And while Peter was earnestly pondering in his mind the 

matter concerning the vision, the Spirit said, “Behold, two men are 

looking for you. 

v. 20 But arise, go down at once and be going on your way with 

them without any hesitation, because I have sent them myself.” 

v. 21 Then Peter having gone down to the men said: “Behold, I am 

the one you are looking for; what is the reason for your being 

here?” 

v. 22 And they said, “Cornelius, a centurion, a man who is upright 

and who is fearing God, who is being highly recommended by the 

entire nation of the Jews, was divinely commanded by a holy angel 

to send for you to come to his home and to hear words from you.” 

v. 23 And so he invited them in and gave them lodging. And on the 

next day, having arose, he went with them, and some of the 

brethren from Joppa accompanied him. 

v. 24 And on the following day he entered Caesarea. Now 

Cornelius was waiting for them, having called together his 

relatives and close friends. 

v. 25 And when it came about that Peter entered, Cornelius having 

met him, having fallen at his feet, prostrated himself in an 

expression of profound respect. 

v. 26 But Peter raised him up, saying, “Stand up; I too am just a 

man.” 

v. 27 And as he was conversing with him, he entered, and is 

finding many gathered together. 

v. 28 And he said to them, “You yourselves are understanding how 

unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew to associate or to visit with a 

foreigner. And yet to me God showed that I am not to be calling 

any man unholy or unclean. 
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            NOTES 
v. 29 Wherefore I also came without debating the issue when I was 

sent for. I am inquiring therefore, for what reason did you send for 

me?” 

v. 30 And Cornelius said, “Four days ago to this hour, I was 

praying in my home during the ninth hour (3:00 p.m.); and behold, 

a man stood before me in shining garments,  

v. 31 and he said: ‘Cornelius, your prayer was heard and your 

deeds of charity are held in remembrance as a memorial before 

God. 

v. 32 Send therefore to Joppa and invite Simon, who is also called 

Peter, to come to you; he is lodging in the home of Simon the 

tanner by the sea.’ 

v. 33 And so I sent to you immediately, and you did well in coming. 

Now then, we are all here present before God to hear all that you 

have been commanded by the Lord.” 

v. 34 And Peter having opened his mouth, said, “Of a truth I am in 

the process of comprehending the fact that God is not one to show 

partiality. 

v. 35 But in every nation the man who is fearing Him and who is 

working righteousness is acceptable with Him. 

v. 36 The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, proclaiming as 

good news peace through Jesus Christ, [this One is Lord of all] 

v. 37 you yourselves are knowing the thing which took place 

throughout all Judea, starting from Galilee, after the baptism 

which John proclaimed. 

v. 38 Jesus, the one from Nazareth, how God anointed Him with 

the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and 

healing all who were being oppressed by the devil, because God 

was with Him. 

v. 39 And we are witnesses of all the things He did both in the land 

of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they also killed by hanging 

Him on a cross. 

v. 40 This One God raised up on the third day, and granted that 

He should become visible, 

v. 41 not to all the people, but to witnesses, who had been 

designated beforehand by God, to us who ate and drank with Him 

after He arose from the dead. 

v. 42 And He ordered us to proclaim to the people, and to bear 

testimony that this is the One who was appointed by God to be the 

judge of the living and the dead. 
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            NOTES 
v. 43 To this One all the prophets are bearing testimony that 

through His name everyone who is believing in Him has received 

forgiveness of sins.” 

v. 44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit 

fell upon all those who were hearing the Word. 

v. 45 And the believers who belonged to the circumcision as many 

as came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy 

Spirit had been poured out upon the Gentiles also. 

v. 46 For they were hearing them speaking with tongues and 

exalting God. Then Peter answered,  

v. 47 “Surely no one can forbid the water in order that these may 

be baptized who received the Holy Spirit just as we did, can he?” 

v. 48 Then he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus 

Christ. Then they asked him to stay on for a few days. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Acts 10:1-48 and in your own words pull out the main 

thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. Describe Cornelius from what you learn about him in verse 

2. 
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3. What does the Lord tell Cornelius to do, according to verse 

5? 

 

 

 

 

4. What is the significance of the vision that Peter has in 

verses 11-16? 

 

 

 

 

5. What does Peter begin by saying when he gets to the house 

of Cornelius in verse 28, and how does that relate to the 

previous vision? 

 

 

 

 

6. What does Peter mean by his statement in verse 34? 
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7. What had Jesus commanded Peter and the rest of the 

apostles to do, according to verse 42? 

 

 

 

 

8. What happened to the Gentile believers in verse 44? 

 

 

 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: It is now time for the gospel to spread to the 

Gentiles. 

 

LESSON #2: Our prayers and gifts ascend as a memorial 

before God. 

 

LESSON #3: Prayer ought to be a primary priority in our 

lives. 

 

LESSON #4: You cannot say “no” and “Lord” in the same 

sentence. 

 

LESSON #5: God’s timing is always perfect. 

 

LESSON #6: God is not one to show partiality. 

 

LESSON #7: The life, death, resurrection, and second coming 

of Jesus in judgment is the content of Peter’s message. 

 

LESSON #8: Believing here is the single condition for 

forgiveness of sins. 

 

LESSON #9: The coming of the Spirit, once again, is 

unanimous on this occasion. 
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LESSON #10: Speaking in languages is a sign of judgment to 

the nation Israel. 
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