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A Practical Study of ACTS: 

 

Take It To Them! 

 

“Putting the GO Back in the Gospel” 

 

Study Number Nine – Acts 11:1-12:25 

 

Most of the doctrinal differences in the church, the body of 

Christ, come out of the book of Acts and that’s a tragedy. 

 

It’s a time when we ought to be joined together but instead we 

seem to be fussing at each other more and more. Basically the 

premise is this, if we take a book of history and we try to teach 

doctrine out of it, we’re going to get into trouble. 

 

Luke wrote two volumes. He wrote volume 1, which is the 

story of the life of Jesus Christ. And he wrote volume number 

two, which is the birth of the church. And we recognize that 

we won’t try to teach doctrine out of the book of Acts. 

 

The book of Acts is the birth and growth of the early church. 

Christ’s last words in Acts 1:8 were: 

 

Acts 1:8 

 

You shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 

upon you, you will be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem 

and all Judea and Samaria, and to the uttermost part of the 

earth. 
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We can basically take the THREE GEOGRAPHIC 

LOCATIONS and we have the outline of the book. 

 

1. The church is established in JERUSALEM – chapters 1-7 

 

2. It’s expanded to all JUDEA AND SAMARIA in chapters 

8-12 

 

3. It is extended to the UTTERMOST PART OF THE 

EARTH – chapters 13-28 

 

There’s another way that we can handle the book of Acts 

that’s kind of meaningful too. We can do it by PEOPLE. We 

can say: 

 

1. PETER is prominent in chapters 1-12 and 

 

2. PAUL is prominent in chapters 13-28. 

 

Since we’re studying chapters 11 and 12, we’re going to say 

goodbye to Peter, which is kind of sad. He will step on the 

stage at the Jerusalem council and have a brief word in 

chapter 15 but it will not be of any great significance. And 

basically his ministry ends with this study. 

 

Another way that we can do it is by GEOGRAPHICAL 

locations: 

 

1. The first twelve chapters focus on the city of 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin.



3 

 

JERUSALEM completely.  

 

2. Then when we get to chapter 13, we go 300 miles 

northwest of Jerusalem to ANTIOCH and everything centers 

there. And that becomes the staging place for all of the things 

that take place in the church in those last chapters. 

 

So with those kinds of thoughts in mind, let’s point out some 

key observations to bring everyone up to speed.  

 

Recognize the book of Acts is a BOOK OF TRANSITION. 

 

We’re moving from the KINGDOM to the CHURCH. 

 

We’re moving from LAW to GRACE—and praise the Lord for 

that. 

 

And we’re moving from the TEMPLE to the BODY OF 

CHRIST. 

 

We’re moving from the SACRIFICES of little lambs on the 

altar by the priest, to the one LIVING SACRIFICE—

CHRIST—who is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world. 

 

Recognizing those transitions, we won’t get thrown into a tizzy 

when we start reading all the Old Testament references about 

all the different things that take place in the book of Acts. 

 

The following are one sentence capsules of the ten chapters. 
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1. In Acts 1 Jesus is still alive and He’s still here. It’s 

preliminary preparations for Pentecost.  

 

The Lord descends into heaven in chapter 1 and Peter tries to 

help the Lord out by replacing Judas Iscariot with 

Mattathias—that’s Acts 1. 

 

2. In Acts  2 we have the coming of the Holy Spirit 

accompanied by supernatural phenomena.  

 

3. In Acts 3 we have the lame man healed. 

 

4. In Acts 4 we have the first persecution against the 

church. 

 

5. In Acts 5 we have Ananias and Sapphira lying to the 

Spirit of God and they become the first fatalities of God’s 

judgment in the early church. 

 

6. In Acts 6 we have the first internal struggle in the church.  

 

The church doesn’t get together very long before people start 

fussing at each other that we have something wrong on the 

inside. The Greek widows got their nose out of joint because 

the Meals on Wheels were missing some of them on their 

stops.  

 

As a result of that, guess how they solved the problem? Well 

how do we solve a problem at church today? Well we form a 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin.



5 

 

committee, don’t we? And we make sure to have equal 

representation of every fighting party on the committee, right?  

 

They appointed seven Greeks and said, “Go for it. You guys 

that are fussing take care of it. We leave it in your hands.” 

That’s a great way to solve it because the church kept on 

growing and they would not let division and strife create the 

problems. 

 

7. In Acts 7 we’re almost moved to tears as we see Stephen 

preach his final great sermon and then he is stoned to death. 

 

8. In Acts 8 the focus is on Philip. Philip takes the Gospel to 

Samaria. And at the end of Acts 8 he’s down on the Gaza 

Strip, leading an Ethiopian eunuch to Christ. It’s a beautiful 

story. 

 

9. In Acts 9, Saul of Tarsus becomes a Christian. He’s going 

to be the apostle to the Gentiles. We’re going to see a lot of 

him in our study. 

 

10. In Acts 10 Peter has a vision, Cornelius gets a message, 

Peter goes to Caesarea and he witnesses Gentile salvation. 

What an amazing thing! That hit the newspaper headlines 

everywhere that Gentiles are actually going to be a part of the 

church, the body of Christ. That’s just happened. 

 

Peter is still in Caesarea, 50 miles northwest of Jerusalem on 

the seacoast of the Mediterranean Sea, as the scene of our 

study opens.  
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v. 1 Now the apostles and the brethren who were 

throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also 

received the word of God.  

 

“Now the apostles and the brethren who were throughout 

Judea heard that the Gentiles also received the word of God.” 

 

That business got down to Jerusalem and Judea and the 

Gentiles were in this thing that just blew them away. Gentiles 

were always called dogs. They were never a part of God’s 

blessing. They didn’t go into a Gentile’s house and they didn’t 

eat with the Gentiles. They were the chosen few. 

 

And even though the church, the body of Christ, had already 

formed, they felt like it would not ever go beyond the Jews. 

And so to get this news down there that the Gentiles had 

received the Word of God was tremendous news. 

 

It doesn’t say they received the Holy Spirit, does it? It says 

they “received the word of God.” 

 

We are taking so much time and so much focus on that one 

thing that we’re creating all kinds of problems for ourselves. 

The focus of the Word of God is upon the Person of Christ and 

upon the good news of the Word of God. 

 

And the thing that was exciting was that they received the 

Word of God and as a result of that, came to know Him in a 

personal way. 
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v. 2 And when Peter went up to Jerusalem, those of the 

circumcision were taking issue with him,  

 

“And when Peter went up to Jerusalem, those of the 

circumcision were taking issue with him,” 

 

This will confuse us if we don’t get this. If someone said they 

were going to Minneapolis, what would we say? We’d say they 

were going up north, wouldn’t we? If someone said they were 

going down to Padre Island to rest for a couple of days, we 

would say they are going down south. 

 

The Bible’s just the opposite. They go UP SOUTH and DOWN 

NORTH. It’s no big deal but it sure does save a lot of confusion 

if we understand that. 

 

It says he “went up to Jerusalem.” Well Jerusalem’s south. 

Naturally the elevation’s a tad bit up but he’s going up south.  

 

And he’s going down 50 miles from Caesarea to Jerusalem and 

when he gets there “those of the circumcision were taking 

issue with him.” 

 

Who were those guys? Circumcision was the mark of the 

Abrahamic covenant. And since they were Jews and 

circumcised, they were under the blessings of the Abrahamic 

covenant. 

 

And they’re saying all the Christians who are involved in the 
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body of Christ—all the male Christians—have to experience 

this too. This has to be part of God’s blessing. 

 

Now we’re just going to leave that on the back burner a little 

bit, okay? Because when we get to the Jerusalem council in  

one of our studies, we’re going to have to deal with that 

problem. But let’s just leave it there. 

 

They are these “of the circumcision” and they’re “taking issue 

with him.” 

 

They have a TWO-FOLD CHARGE. There it is in verse 3. 

 

v. 3 saying, “You entered the house of men who were 

uncircumcised and ate with them.”  

 

“saying, ‘You entered the house of men who were 

uncircumcised and you ate with them.”’ 

 

“Peter, we have some bad news from you when you were up in 

Caesarea. You know what you did? We heard you went into 

the house of a Gentile and you also ate with them.” 

 

Peter is not intimidated one bit—verse 4. 

 

v. 4 But Peter having begun was explaining to them 

point by point saying,  

 

“But Peter having begun was explaining to them point by 

point saying,” 
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Now there’s something we have to realize. When God says 

something once we better listen, but when He says it twice we 

better really pay attention. If He says it three times, it’s cast 

in concrete. 

 

Well this story is almost identical to the historical happening 

in chapter 10.  

 

The salvation of the Gentiles is very important to God. He 

wants us to understand that the message is to go to the whole 

world without partiality and so therefore what Peter’s getting 

ready to tell us is almost a rewrite to what took place in 

chapter 10. 

 

So he’s going to defend himself now and he’s going to tell them 

what took place in Caesarea—verse 5. 

 

v. 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying; and I being in a 

state of ecstasy saw a vision, a certain vessel like a 

great sheet coming down, being lowered by four 

corners out of heaven, and it came right down to 

me.  

 

‘“I was in the city of Joppa praying; and I being in a state of 

ecstasy saw a vision, a certain vessel like a great sheet coming 

down, being lowered by four corners out of heaven, and it 

came right down to me.” 

 

Well he’s in Joppa. Joppa’s just 30 miles straight south of 
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Caesarea. It’s a seacoast town. Joppa is probably just a tad bit 

north of modern Tel Aviv, if we can get an idea where that is.  

 

And he’s at the home of Simon the tanner and it’s lunch time. 

He’s hungry. And they’re getting some stuff ready for him 

downstairs but he’s up on the roof praying. And while he’s 

praying he sees this great vision. 

 

v. 6 And when I fixed my gaze upon it, I was observing 

it. And I saw the four-footed animals of the earth 

and the wild beasts and the reptiles and the birds 

of the heaven.  

 

“And when I fixed my gaze upon it, I was observing it. And I 

saw the four-footed animals of the earth and the wild beasts 

and the reptiles and the birds of the heaven.” 

 

What’s funny about that?  

 

Peter is a SANGUINE. What is a sanguine? A sanguine is a 

person who’s super enthusiastic and they always have a 

tendency to exaggerate. And when they tell a story they 

always add a little bit more to just really make it good. 

 

Now let’s look at the way it really happened back in Acts 10: 

 

“I was observing it. And I saw the four-footed animals of the 

earth, the reptiles and the birds of the heaven.” 

 

Only three things. What does he add?  
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“the wild beasts” 

 

Doesn’t that just make it jump off the page?  

 

“Man I saw four-footed animals in there and I saw wild 

beasts!”  

 

“And reptiles and birds of the heaven.” 

 

That’s a typical Peter sanguine response. He has to make the 

story more exciting. 

 

v. 7 And I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Arise, Peter; 

kill and eat.’  

 

“And I also heard a voice saying to me, “Arise, Peter; kill and 

eat.”” 

 

Verse 8 is an impossibility. We can never say “No” and the 

“Lord” in the same sentence. But Peter does. 

 

v. 8 But I said: ‘By no means, Lord, for nothing unholy 

or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’  

 

“But I said: “By no means, Lord, for nothing unholy or unclean 

has ever entered my mouth.”” 

 

Now Peter’s been known for his resistance in his life. 

Remember in the Upper Room when they got ready to wash 
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feet and it came around to him and he says, “By no means”—

positively until the end of ages—“will You ever touch my feet.” 

It’s resistance! 

 

And here again he has reason for it. He’s a full-blooded Jew 

from way back and he’d never touched any of this stuff. And so 

he says: 

 

“By no means, Lord, nothing unholy or unclean has ever 

entered my mouth.” 

 

v. 9 But a voice from heaven answered a second time, 

‘The things which God cleansed, no longer consider 

unholy.’  

 

“But a voice from heaven answered a second time, “The things 

which God cleansed, no longer consider unholy.”” 

 

v. 10 And this happened three times, and everything 

was drawn up again into heaven.  

 

“And this happened three times, and everything was drawn 

up again into heaven.” 

 

God deals with Peter “three times.” He deals with him in 

THREES: 

 

1. Three times he denies the Lord. 

 

2. Three times he has to affirm the fact that he loves Him. 
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3. Now three times the sheet comes down and then it’s 

“drawn up into heaven.”  

 

v. 11 And behold, immediately three men appeared 

before the house in which we were, sent from 

Caesarea to me.  

 

“And behold, immediately three men appeared before the 

house in which we were, sent from Caesarea to me.” 

 

What happened was Cornelius received instructions from the 

Spirit of God to send down to Joppa to get him. And just as 

soon as the sheet goes up, there’s a knock at the gate. And at 

the gate are the two servants and the soldier that Cornelius, 

the centurion sent from Caesarea on a 30 mile trip down to 

Joppa. And they’re saying, “Hey, come go with us.” 

 

v. 12 And the Spirit told me to go with them without 

any hesitation. And these six brethren also went 

with me, and we entered into the house of the man.  

 

“And the Spirit told me to go with them without any 

hesitation. And these six brethren”—he turns around and he 

has six witnesses right listening to him telling the story to the 

circumcision. 

 

“And these six brethren also went with me, and we entered 

into the house of the man.” 
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“You’re right, we’re guilty. We went into his house.” 

 

v. 13 Then he reported to us how he saw the angel in 

his house stand and say: ‘Send to Joppa, and bring 

back Simon, who is also called Peter,  

 

“Then he reported to us how he saw the angel in his house 

stand and say: “Send to Joppa, and bring back Simon, who is 

also called Peter,” 

 

v. 14 who will speak words to you by which you shall be 

saved, you and all your household.’  

 

“who will speak words to you by which”—WHAT? KEY 

THOUGHT—“you shall be saved,”—Gentile salvation.  

 

“Don’t get your focus on the Holy Spirit. Keep it where it 

belongs.”  

 

They needed to be saved! That’s the issue. And that’s why he’s 

going. 

 

“you and all your household.”” 

 

v. 15 Now when I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell 

upon them, just as [He did] upon us at the 

beginning.  

 

“Now when I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, 

just as [He did] upon us at the beginning.” 
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This indicates that instantaneously, at the moment of their 

faith, the Spirit of God came to dwell within them. They were 

born again. 

 

And when something happens in our life that we don’t 

understand, it’s kind of neat to follow a principle. And that 

principle is, when we don’t understand what’s going on in our 

life, try to remember something God said to us before. 

 

Notice what Peter does?  

 

v. 16 Then I remembered the word of the Lord, how He 

was saying: ‘John baptized by means of water, but 

you shall be baptized in the Holy Spirit.’  

 

“Then I remembered”  

 

That’s why we need to have the Word of God hidden in our 

heart. So when the tough times come, we can remember and 

we won’t fail and make a miserable mess out of a trauma or a 

trial that the Lord’s allowed to come into our life. 

 

“Then I remembered the word of the Lord, how He was saying: 

“John baptized by means of water, but you shall be baptized in 

the Holy Spirit.”” 

 

v. 17 If God therefore gave to them the same gift as also 

to us who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, who 

was I that I would be able to hinder God?”  
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“If God therefore gave to them the same gift as also to us 

who”—WHAT?—“believed on the Lord Jesus Christ,”—there’s 

the single condition of salvation—“who was I that I would be 

able to hinder God?”’ 

 

“I just followed the instructions and I’m not going to fight God! 

I couldn’t hinder Him in what He’s doing.” 

 

Peter’s remembering something that happened back at the 

Sanhedrin in Acts 5. When Peter and John had to come in at 

Acts 5 before the Sanhedrin and defend their ministry, the 

seminary professor by the name of Gamaliel—one of Paul’s 

professors—stood up and gave a testimony. And he said this: 

“I want to tell you fellas something, leave these guys alone. 

Because if what these men are doing is from men, I’ll tell you 

it’s going to fold and it won’t be any good. But if it’s from God, 

you ain’t stopping it.” (ref. Acts 5:38, 39) 

 

And Peter has the same respect! He’s saying, “I’m following 

instructions and the Spirit of God falls on them in belief in the 

Lord Jesus Christ, they’re saved too! Who am I to try to hinder 

God just because of my presuppositions? Or my thoughts and 

my ideas?” 

 

It’s been a long, hard road for Peter to recognize that God 

means for the Gentiles to come to know Him in a personal 

way. Isn’t that neat? Oh blessed day! 
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v. 18 And when they heard these things, they were 

silent and glorified God, saying: “Well then, God 

also gave to the Gentiles the repentance resulting 

in life.”  

 

“And when they heard these things, they were silent and they 

glorified God, saying: ‘Well then, God also gave to the 

Gentiles”—WHAT?—“the repentance resulting in life.’” 

 

The minute we recognize our sin, we come before Him with a 

humble and broken spirit, believing in the Lord Jesus Christ 

is the sacrifice for our sin, at that point we are born again by 

the Spirit into God’s family. It’s a “repentance resulting in 

life.” 

 

Peter is so excited over the fact that they too have come to 

know Him. 

 

v. 19 So then, those who were scattered because of the 

affliction that arose in connection with Stephen, 

passed through the country as far as Phoenicia and 

Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to nobody 

except only to Jews.  

 

“So then, those who were scattered because of the affliction 

that arose in connection with Stephen, passed through the 

country as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking 

the word to nobody”—WHAT?—“except only to Jews.” 

 

They’d just received a tremendous message that God meant 
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for it to go to the Gentiles but, “Here am I Lord, send 

somebody else.”  

 

“I flat ain’t going to no Gentile yet. Let somebody else do that! 

We’ll go to the Jews and keep on preaching the Gospel. But let 

somebody else do that Gentile work.” 

 

That was the hardest thing in the world. It’s one thing to 

acknowledge that God’s doing something, it’s another thing to 

get involved in doing it, isn’t it? And they weren’t going to. 

 

Acts 7 is hard with Stephen, this great teacher who preaches 

this tremendous sermon, dies a martyr’s death. If we’ll just 

wait a while the Lord will give us an answer.  

 

And when we get to Acts 11, we see that the affliction caused 

the church to scatter. And he went all over the place 

preaching the Gospel because of the persecution that resulted 

from the death of Stephen. And Stephen is home with the 

Lord! What an exciting thing to recognize! 

 

And in the midst of all of that, the Gospel’s spreading out. It’s 

going “as far as Phoenicia.” That’s a province in the north. It’s 

probably somewhere in the neighborhood of 120-125 miles 

north of Jerusalem. If we mention the cities of Tyre, Sidon and 

Beirut we’d have the province of Phoenicia. That’s where that 

province is located.  

 

People from up there were involved in this. Cypress—that’s an 

island out in the Mediterranean Sea about 250 miles from 
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Jerusalem, about 200 miles by boat from Caesarea. It’s up in 

the northern area. From Phoenicia, heading back south, it’d 

probably be a 125 mile sailing trip from the edge of the 

Mediterranean out to the island of Cypress. We’re going to see 

a lot of Cypress. And we have some people from over there. 

 

And then Antioch, just go 300 miles north and turn west 

around the edge of the Mediterranean, we come to Antioch. So 

these are the cities that are mentioned here. But they only 

spoke to the Jews. 

 

v. 20 Now there were certain ones of these, men of 

Cyprus and Cyrene, who came to Antioch and were 

speaking to the Greek speaking Jews, bringing the 

good news of the Lord Jesus.  

 

“Now there were certain ones of these, men of Cyprus and 

Cyrene, who came to Antioch and they were speaking to the 

Greek speaking Jews, bringing the good news of the Lord 

Jesus.” 

 

Some of these fellas came from Cypress. That’s 125 miles 

away. But where’s Cyrene? That’s Libya. That’s 850 miles 

away from Antioch. 

 

The thing about Acts that’s really so hard is that it looks like 

they went out for a little stroll. Well this morning they decided 

they were going to go to Antioch from Jerusalem—300 miles! 

These guys never had a problem with heart attacks or cardiac 

arrest because they put in their miles every day. They really 
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did it. 

 

And it’s just like a little stroll but it involves days and weeks 

of hard foot travel. Cyrene is the place where Simon was from 

who was compelled to bear the Cross of Christ when he was 

there at Passover in Jerusalem. 

 

Evidently some of these folks from Libya were there at 

Pentecost. They went back but they got a burden for what was 

going on in Antioch. So they made an 850 mile trip and came 

up there, as well as some fellas from Cyprus. And they’re 

“speaking to the Greek speaking Jews, bringing the good news 

of the Lord Jesus.” 

 

v. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a 

large number who believed turned to the Lord.  

 

“And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a large number 

who believed turned to the Lord.” 

 

It’s one thing to say we believe in our head, but it’s another 

thing to make a commitment with our heart and turn it over 

to Him. 

 

Let’s land on the phrase, “the hand of the Lord.” That just 

jumps off the page. Listen to these verses: 

 

Exodus 7:5 

 

…when I stretched out my hand on Egypt [that’s the Lord 
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speaking] … 

 

Exodus 9:3 

 

“The hand of the Lord will come with a very severe 

pestilence…” 

 

Moses wants to see the Lord and the Lord says: 

 

Exodus 33:22 

 

…I will cover you with my hand… 

 

1 Samuel 5:6 

 

The hand of the Lord was heavy on the Ashdodites… 

 

1 Samuel 12:15, 16 

 

…the hand of the Lord will against you… 

 

1 Kings 18:46 

 

The hand of the Lord was on Elijah, girded him up and he ran 

all the way to Jezreel. 

 

2 Kings 3:15 

 

…the hand of the Lord is upon him. 
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1 Chronicles 4:10 

 

Jabez prayed that the God of Israel would indeed keep Him 

hand upon him and keep him from harm, that it may not pain 

him. And God granted him that which he requested. 

 

Want to hear another big one? Listen to David while he’s 

living in unconfessed sin: 

 

Psalm 32:3, 4 

 

…Day and night your hand was heavy upon me… 

 

How about: 

 

Psalm 98:1 

 

…His right hand and His holy arm 

have gained the victory for him. 

 

Isaiah 41:20 

 

…the hand of the Lord has done this so we’re glad… 

 

Isaiah 59:1 

 

Behold, the hand of the Lord is not short that He cannot 

save… 

 

And here’s the best one: 
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1 Peter 5:6 

 

Humble yourselves, under the mighty hand of God, that He 

may exalt you in due time. 

 

We need to ask ourselves, is the hand of the Lord on us?  

 

It is on us in one of two ways. Either: 

 

1. in JUDGMENT—because of disobedience and resistance 

or 

 

2. in BLESSING—because of love and obedience. 

 

God’s hand is evident in the life of His children in one way or 

another. 

 

“The hand of the Lord” was on them in Antioch. As a result of 

that, a lot of people were turning to the Lord. There was fruit 

that resulted from their ministry. 

 

v. 22 Then the word concerning them reached the ears 

of the church at Jerusalem. And they sent Barnabas 

to go as far as Antioch.  

 

“Then the word concerning them reached the ears of the 

church at Jerusalem. And they sent Barnabas to go as far as 

Antioch.” 
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Doesn’t that just sound so easy? And they said, “There are 

great things happening in Antioch! Barnabas, you go up there! 

Go three hundred miles and minister to those people.” 

 

Know who he is? Barnabas means “son of encouragement.” 

 

In Acts 4 he sells everything that he has and lays it at the feet 

of the apostles. He basically gets involved totally in the Lord’s 

work. 

 

In Acts 9 he is the only committee of one to recommend Saul of 

Tarsus as being a real, genuine, converted individual. He is of 

Greek descent and he grew up on the island of Cyprus. So he’s 

going close to home, going way back up to Antioch.  

 

When we studied Acts 1 we discussed the fact that Peter 

precipitated an election and two fellas were chosen: 

 

1. Mattathias and 

 

2. Joseph Barsabas. 

 

Mattathias was the one who was chosen. What happens to 

Joseph Barsabas? He passes off the page of Scripture for all 

we know.  

 

How would we feel if we were the first one to lose an election 

in the early church? Would we feel a tad bit rejected? Would 

we feel a little bitter and a little hurt? And would we 

withdraw? 
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There’s another possibility. Joseph Barsabas rose above his 

feelings of rejection and hurt and got involved in his greatest 

ministry of healing the hurts and encouraging others. 

 

The brothers said, “You’re Joseph Barsabas, but know you are 

Joseph Barnabas. You are a son of encouragement.” 

 

God has to hurt a person deeply before He can use him 

greatly. And the people who bear the biggest hurts sometimes 

are the most sensitive to the hurts and the needs of others if 

they’re responding to it properly.  

 

And who’s the fella chosen to go on up to Antioch? Barnabas! 

Now watch what he does. He’s such a beautiful person—verse 

23. 

 

v. 23 Who, having come and having seen the grace of 

God, rejoiced and was encouraging them all with 

purpose of heart to keep on remaining true to the 

Lord;  

 

“Who, having come and having seen the grace of God, rejoiced 

and was encouraging them all with purpose of heart to keep 

on remaining true to the Lord;” 

 

Well, he comes to town and says he saw “the grace of God.”  

 

How do we see something that is inanimate? How would we 

see “the grace of God”? There are THREE WAYS we can see 
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“the grace of God:” 

 

1. by their LIVES, 

 

2. by their LOVE, and 

 

3. by their LONGING for the Word of the God. 

 

Or put it another way: 

 

1. by their CONDUCT, 

 

2. by their COMPASSION, and 

 

3. by their CRAVING for the Scriptures. 

 

We see “the grace of God” at work. Barnabas comes and he 

sees it. And when he sees it, he “encourages them with all 

purpose of heart to keep on remaining true to the Lord.” 

 

He’s saying, “Y’all hang in there! Get that discipline going! 

Steadfast my beloved brethren—unmoveable! Always 

abounding in the work of the Lord.” 

 

v. 24 for he was a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit 

and of faith; and there were added to the Lord 

many people.  

 

“for he was a good man, he was full of the Holy Spirit and of 

faith; and there were added to the Lord many people [when he 
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came to town].” 

 

Many more folks came to know Him because Barnabas came 

to town. Now what does Barnabas do? Totally unthreatened—

neatest guy. He just wants to do what’s right and recognizes 

his own limitations.  

 

Who does he start thinking about? He starts thinking about 

his old friend Saul of Tarsus that he had to recommend to the 

guys down in Jerusalem. 

 

Earlier in Acts when they brought Saul of Tarsus to 

Jerusalem and he started witnessing and those Jews got so 

mad. They were ready to kill him, just like they killed Jesus. 

And the brothers and the sisters took Saul and brought him 

up to Caesarea and put him on a boat and sent him to 

Tarsus—that’s his home. 

 

And he’s still there! So when he gets to Antioch he’s thinking, 

“Oh it’s only a 150 mile trip over here to Tarsus, I’m going to 

run over there and get Saul and bring him back here. Let him 

have his first real ministry with people that are hungry! Let 

him get a taste of some good stuff so that people will 

appreciate him rather than some people trying to eat his 

lunch every time he gets up and opens his mouth.” 

 

v. 25 Then he left for Tarsus to search for Saul.  

 

“He left for Tarsus to search for Saul.” 
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That’s a 300 mile round trip. 

 

v. 26 And when he found him, he brought him to 

Antioch. And it came about that for a whole year 

they were gathered together with the church and 

taught many people. And the disciples were first 

called Christians in Antioch.  

 

“And he found him, and he brought him to Antioch.” 

 

He goes over there and says, “Saul you wouldn’t believe what’s 

going on. Come on, you’ve got to get into this.” 

 

“And it came about that for a whole year they were gathered 

together with the church and they taught many people. And 

the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” 

 

There’s Saul’s first ministry.  

 

CHRIST ONES—belonging to Jesus. They are Christ ones. 

 

Agrippa picked that up, remember? After Saul gives his 

tremendous message—Paul gives his tremendous message to 

them in Acts 28. He says, “You mean you’re trying to persuade 

me to become a Christian with these few words?” (ref. Acts 

26:28).  

 

He uses the term. And the term of course becomes that which 

describes those who are “Christ ones,” the name CHRISTIAN. 
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So there’s a great ministry going on. 

 

v. 27 Now in these days some prophets came down from 

Jerusalem to Antioch.  

 

“Now in those days some prophets came down from Jerusalem 

to Antioch.” 

 

They’re going down north again and up south. And we have to 

get that in our mind. Some of these prophets came up there. 

 

v. 28 And one of them named Agabus stood up and was 

indicating through the Spirit that there was about 

to be a great famine over the whole inhabited 

earth, which occurred at the time of Claudius.  

 

“And one of them named Agabus stood up and was indicating 

through the Spirit that there was about to be a great famine 

over the whole inhabited earth, which occurred at the time of 

Claudius.” 

 

v. 29 And the disciples each of them according to his 

financial ability determined to send things which 

would minister to the needs of those brethren who 

were living in Judea.  

 

“And the disciples each of them according to his financial 

ability determined to send things which would minister to the 

needs of those brethren who were living in Judea.” 
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They realized that the famine was coming and it was going to 

affect them but they generously helped the people in 

Jerusalem and all Judea.  

 

Christians are designed to be givers. Life was designed to be 

given away. Life was designed for all of us to give. 

 

2 Corinthians 9:7 

 

Every man according as he purposes in his heart, so let him 

give, not grudgingly or of necessity… 

 

There’s a great book called Run With the Horses by Eugene 

Peterson. Listen to what he says: 

 

(Run With the Horses: The Quest for Life at Its Best by 

Eugene H. Peterson) 

 

Birds have feet and they can walk. Birds have talons and 

they can grasp a branch securely. They can walk, and they can 

cling, but flying is their characteristic action. And not until 

they fly are they living at their best, gracefully and 

beautifully.  

Giving is what we do best. It is the air into which we were 

born. It is the action that was designed into us before our 

birth. Giving is the way the world is. God gives himself. He 

also gives away everything that is. He makes no exceptions for 

any of us.  

We are given away to our families, to our neighbors, to 

our friends, to our enemies—to the nations. Our life is for 
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others. That is the way creation works. Some of us try 

desperately to hold on to ourselves, to live for ourselves. We 

look so bedraggled and pathetic doing it, hanging on to the 

dead branch of a bank account for dear life, afraid to risk 

ourselves on the untried wings of giving.  

We don’t think we can live generously because we have 

never tried. But the sooner we start the better, for we are 

going to have to give up our lives finally, and the longer we 

wait the less time we have for the soaring and swooping life of 

grace. 

(source unknown) 

 

That’s giving! That’s the way God designed it! And happiness 

and fulfillment comes from it.  

 

Agabus stands up and he says, “Look, there’s going to be some 

real problems—an economic collapse.”  

 

And the brothers say they’re going to help those folks down 

there.  

 

v. 30 And this they did, having sent them to the elders 

by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.  

 

“And this they did, having sent them to the elders by the hand 

of Barnabas and Saul.” 

 

They’re going to send their two preachers now down to 

Jerusalem and they’re taking this gift. 
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So now as the scene of Acts 12 opens to the concluding part of 

our study, we’re now down in Jerusalem. Barnabas and Saul 

have made the trip south and they brought the offering. 

 

Now isn’t it amazing in our lives how trouble comes in threes? 

Or at least comes in bunches?  

 

We just get one and we don’t think we can stand another one 

and WHAP! right upside the head it comes. They’ve just had a 

prediction of an economic collapse and now what happens? 

Here comes persecution again. 

 

They’ve had it in chapter 4. They’ve had it in chapter 5. 

They’ve had it in chapter 7. Had it in chapter 8. Had it in 

chapter 9. And so they’re going to live with it. 

 

Those who live godly lives will experience persecution and 

difficulty in their lives. 

 

12:v. 1 Now about that time Herod the king laid hands 

on some of those who belonged to the church, for 

the purpose of mistreating them.  

 

“Now about that time Herod the king laid hands on some of 

those who belonged to the church, for the purpose of 

mistreating them.” 

 

Now who’s Herod? That’s not the Herod the Great that killed 

all the little babies when Jesus was alive. That was twelve 

years ago.  
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This is his grandson now. This is Herod Agrippa I who is now 

the king in the land.  

 

He decides that politically it would be a real good thing to 

cause the Christians to do a little bit of suffering. And so 

Herod perpetrates it. 

 

v. 2 And he had James the brother of John put to death 

with a sword.  

 

“And he had James the brother of John put to death with the 

sword.” 

 

Ouch. 

 

He’s the second martyr but he’s the first disciple to go. Who is 

he? He’s a cousin of Jesus.  

 

James and John were the sons of Zebedee and Salome. Salome 

was Mary’s sister.  

 

James is a good fella. He served on the executive committee 

along with Peter and John. He was a tremendous individual. 

God greatly used him.  

 

There’s a tradition that’s been passed down to us that the guy 

who was guarding him, seeing his calm composure, knowing 

that he was going to lose his life, professed his faith in Christ 

and was beheaded with James. In his last act, he also took 
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somebody with him who also knew the Lord. 

 

We need to ask the question, “How?”  

 

“How can you do this?”  

 

“Why did you do it?”  

 

“What did James do to deserve this?” 

 

All unanswered questions. When we don’t understand, we 

can’t ever lose our confidence in God. We have to keep on 

trusting Him.  

 

When it seems so contrary, don’t forget those questions. Just 

wait, give God time and He’s going to answer. 

 

Stephen died by the STONE.  

 

James died by the SWORD. 

 

Well, Herod is a great politician—verse 3.  

 

v. 3 And when he saw that it was pleasing to the Jews, 

he proceeded to arrest Peter also. Now they were 

the days of Unleavened Bread.  

 

“And when he saw that it was pleasing to the Jews, he 

proceeded to arrest Peter also.” 
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Why not go for the top dog?  

 

Why not go for the guy that’s creating all the problems 

anyway?  

 

And he arrested him. 

 

“Now they were the days of Unleavened Bread.” 

 

Understand that? They cleared out all the leaven just before 

Passover.  

 

It’s just like Jesus was arrested during Passover.  

 

But Herod is not going to violate their Jewish customs so he’s 

going to put him in prison for a while until the days of 

Unleavened Bread and Passover are over. Then they’re going 

to bring him out. 

 

v. 4 And having apprehended him, he put him in prison, 

having delivered him to four squads (16) of soldiers 

to guard him, intending after the Passover to bring 

him out before the people.  

 

“And having apprehended him, he put him in prison, having 

delivered him to four squads (16) of the soldiers to guard him, 

intending after the Passover to bring him out before the 

people.” 

 

What was Peter thinking when he’s arrested and put into 
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prison with 16 guards? On the way he probably starts singing: 

“Turn out the light, the party’s over.”  

 

He has two precedence for that: 

 

1. Twelve years ago it happened to Jesus during Passover 

and 

 

2. James bit the bullet. He must be next in line. 

 

So there isn’t anything too positive about this experience of 

spending these days in jail during the celebration of Passover. 

And this is probably the first Passover that he really missed. 

Here he is in prison. 

 

v. 5 Therefore Peter was continually being guarded in 

the prison, but prayer was being made constantly 

by the church to God concerning him.  

 

“Therefore Peter was continually being guarded in the prison,” 

 

But the church went to the Jerusalem Council for Civil 

Liberties.  

 

The church hired lawyers to protect Peter’s religious rights.  

 

The church demonstrated religious discrimination.  

 

The church painted a whole bunch of signs and placards and 

had an around-the-clock march at the prison. 
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The church began to publicly protest all that was being done 

in the name of justice. 

 

Is that what the text says? Read it and weep brother and 

sister in the body of Christ: 

 

“but prayer was being made constantly by the church to God 

concerning him.” 

 

When will we ever learn that our place is not out there trying 

to get ourselves noticed politically? And having our nose in a 

lot of stuff we don’t understand?  

 

God is still God! We can call upon Him and He’ll show us 

great and mighty things. (ref. Jeremiah 33:3). He’s the Lord 

God and He waits for the church to get on their knees and 

make right the things of this world by prayer rather than 

demonstrating to the world that we’re a bunch of kooks with a 

bunch of crazy ideas using their tactics to try to get their 

attention. 

 

If we want to get the attention of the world we start to pray. 

 

2 Chronicles 7:14, 15 

 

“If my people, who are called by my name, would humble 

themselves and pray, and seek my face, [the Lord says] my ear 

is open and my eye can see.” 
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“And I’m ready to work in response to prayer!” 

 

And a church starts to pray for Peter! They don’t want to lose 

him! It’s a hopeless situation! Sixteen guards! 

 

“Therefore Peter was continually being guarded in the prison, 

but prayer was being made constantly by the church to God 

concerning him.” 

 

v. 6 Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on 

that night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, 

bound by two chains; and guards in front of the 

door were watching over the prison.  

 

“Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that night 

Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound by two chains; 

and guards in front of the door were watching over the 

prison.” 

 

Why is it that the Lord always waits until the very last 

minute before He does something? Because He loves to have 

His people praying and dependent upon Him. 

 

And so just about the time that Herod is going to get him and 

bring him out, God’s getting ready to work. He wouldn’t do it 

ahead of time because we’d have natural explanations for 

what happened wouldn’t we? But if it comes right down to it, 

and it’s getting so close to the end and everything is hopeless, 

and it only can be God then God’s going to get all the glory. 
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So just about the time that Herod’s going to “bring him out, on 

that night” before, Peter is sleeping. Now Peter has never had 

a problem with insomnia. Peter is probably one of the greatest 

sleepers in the Bible. 

 

Psalm 127:2 was his very favorite verse: 

 

Psalm 127:2 

 

He gives His beloved sleep… 

 

Pete could really sleep. Remember he slept in the Garden 

through that whole deal? And here he is sleeping again. 

 

Does he know where he’s going? Does he know he’s done what 

he’s done? And so why fuss and worry about it. Just go ahead 

and sack out and get a good night’s sleep because he’s going to 

be staying awake for the rest of eternity. So Peter’s asleep. 

 

Just sleeping away there, chained to these two guards. 

 

v. 7 And behold, an angel of the Lord suddenly 

appeared, and a light shone in the cell; and having 

gently tapped Peter’s side, he raised him up, saying, 

“Get up quickly.” And his chains fell off his hands.  

 

“And behold, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared, and a 

light shone in the cell; and having gently tapped Peter’s side, 

he raised him up, saying,” 

 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin.



40 

 

This is like getting our kids ready for school, isn’t it? It’s 

almost like we have to program them completely because 

they’re walking around in a daze because they aren’t awake 

yet. 

 

 “‘Get up quickly.’ And his chains fell off his hands.” 

 

He starts barking signals. There’s FIVE QUICK COMMANDS 

here: 

 

“Get up quickly.” 

 

v. 8 Then the angel said to him, “Put on your belt and 

bind on your sandals.” And he did this. And he is 

saying to him: “Wrap your cloak around you and 

keep on following me.”  

 

“Then the angel said to him, ‘Put on your belt, bind on your 

sandals.’”—put on your shoes—“And he did this. And he is 

saying to him: ‘[Come on] Wrap your cloak around you and 

keep on following me.’” 

 

“Now don’t get lost! Don’t go wandering off somewhere in your 

sleep here man. Just follow me.”  

 

v. 9 And having gone out, he kept on following, and he 

did not know that it was true, namely, that which 

was taking place through the angel, but he kept on 

thinking that he was seeing a vision.  
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“And having gone out, he kept on following, and he did not 

know that it was true, namely, that which was taking place 

through the angel,” 

 

He still can’t believe it. He’s afraid he’s dreaming and he 

doesn’t want to wake up and ruin it. 

 

“but he kept on thinking that he was seeing a vision.” 

 

He was looking for another sheet. He was going to see 

something else coming down out of heaven here all of a 

sudden. 

 

v. 10 Now when they had passed the first and second 

guard, they came to the iron gate that is leading 

into the city, which opened for them automatically; 

and having gone out they went along one street, 

and immediately the angel departed from him.  

 

“Now when they had passed the first and the second guard,”—

this is some more of those fellas—“they came to the iron gate” 

 

And the angel had an automatic gate opener there. He just 

gave it a little zap. 

 

“that is leading into the city, which opened for them 

automatically;”—turned around and gave it another zap and it 

swung shut—“and having gone out they went along one street, 

and immediately the angel departed from him.” 
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The angel has done his thing. Why did the angel come? And 

why did the angel deliver Peter?  

 

Why did James die? And Peter live? 

 

Because the church prayed. 

 

God still moves in the affairs of men when people pray! And 

He responds with blessing and deliverance when people 

prayed for Peter. They didn’t have time to pray for James! 

Herod just hauled him in and hacked his head off! And the 

Lord took him home. But He sent an angel on behalf of Peter. 

 

v. 11 And when Peter came to himself, he said: “Now I 

am knowing truly the Lord sent forth His angel and 

rescued me from the hand of Herod and from every 

expectation of the people of the Jews.”  

 

“And when Peter came to himself, he said: ‘Now I am knowing 

truly the Lord sent forth His angel and rescued me from the 

hand of Herod and from every expectation of the people of the 

Jews.”’ 

 

Remember when Jesus was in the Garden of Gethsemane and 

He was praying? “Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 

from me. Nevertheless not my will but Yours be done.” (ref. 

Luke 22:42) 

 

Peter was convinced that after sacking out it meant 

deliverance for the Lord so he grabs a sword and hacks off this 
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guy’s ear. Remember what the Lord said to him? He said, 

“Peter put up your sword.” But he also said to him, “If I 

needed deliverance I could have called ten thousand angels.” 

(ref. Matthew 26:52, 53) 

 

There were ten thousand angels that were on alert status, 

only waiting for a word that never came. And it would have 

only taken one of them to liberate the Son of God. But God’s 

purpose was fulfilled in the death of Jesus Christ being made 

sin for us. So the angelic hosts were never called on that 

occasion. 

 

Well, Peter finally wakes up! He finally gets his head together 

and he says the Lord sent His angel!  

 

That’s kind of like Erma Bombeck who said, “I finally got my 

head together and my body went.” (source unknown) 

 

The Lord sent an angel! That’s sure enough what happened. 

 

v. 12 Now when he realized this, he went to the house of 

Mary, the mother of John who is also called Mark, 

where there were many who had come together and 

were praying.  

 

“Now when he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the 

mother of John who is also called Mark,”— we’ll meet him 

later—“where there were many who had come together and 

were praying.” 
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Why’d he go to Mary’s house? Because the saints had been 

meeting there a lot. And there were a bunch of cars out in 

front. He knew they were having a prayer meeting. 

 

“Now when he realized this, he went to the house of Mary,” 

and they had come together to pray.  

 

Barnabas and Saul are here. With something this big 

happening, they came down with this gift from Antioch. They 

certainly are involved in the prayer meeting. 

 

v. 13 Now when he knocked at the door of the gate, a 

servant-girl named Rhoda came to answer.  

 

“Now when he knocked at the door of the gate, a servant-girl 

named Rhoda came to answer.” 

 

Now we can just see them in there. They’re just praying away 

for Peter just hoping that everything’s going to work out.  

 

“You know Lord, it’s just a few hours from now and Peter’s 

going to die if You don’t do something.”  

 

The brothers and sisters are praying and they hear this knock 

at the gate. And one of the ladies says, “Rhoda take that 

would you? We don’t want to interrupt the prayer meeting.” 

So Rhoda gets up and she goes to the gate and she gets excited 

and she loses her mind.  
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v. 14 And when she recognized the voice of Peter, 

because of her joy she did not open the gate, but 

having run in she announced that Peter was 

standing in front of the gate.  

 

“And when she recognized the voice of Peter,”—she just fell 

out!—“because of her joy”—she just went bananas!—“she did 

not open the gate, but having run in she announced that Peter 

was standing in front of the gate.” 

 

She comes in and she breaks up the prayer meeting! She says, 

“Y’all can stop praying! The answer’s outside! You’re wasting 

your time!” 

 

The early church was like us. We pray like crazy and we don’t 

think the Lord’s going to do anything. We act like it. Oh yes! 

Big fervent prayers. But does it ever really work? 

 

v. 15 But they said to her, “You are out of your mind!” 

But she kept insisting that it was so. But they kept 

on saying, “It is his angel.”  

 

“But they said to her, ‘You are out of your mind!’”—they think 

she’s crazy! 

 

 “But she kept insisting that it was so.” 

 

It’s Peter!  

 

“But they kept on saying, ‘It is his angel.”’ 
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What does that mean?  

 

They’re saying, “Uh oh. Herod moved it up to a midnight 

execution. He’s already gone! We don’t have to pray anymore. 

He’s dead. It’s his angel out there floating around.” 

 

Isn’t it amazing how positive and blessed we can be when we 

go to a prayer meeting? And how filled with belief that we are?  

 

Meanwhile back out at the gate: 

 

v. 16 But Peter was continuing knocking; and when 

they opened, they saw him and were amazed.  

 

“Peter was continuing knocking; and when they opened,” 

 

Peter needed that automatic gate opener that the angel had. If 

he would have had one, he’d have been alright! 

 

“and when they opened, they saw him and were amazed.” 

 

Why? It works! He really did it!  

 

Nothing’s more humorous than Peter standing there and 

they’re amazed that the answer to their prayers is standing 

there before them. 

 

v. 17 And having beckoned to them with his hand to 

keep quiet, he described to them how the Lord had 
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led him out of the prison. And he said: “Report 

these things to James and the brethren.” And 

having gone out, he went to another place.  

 

“And having beckoned to them with his hand to keep quiet,” 

 

He says, “Listen, your celebration is premature. Someone 

might hear this celebration going on in the street. We better 

be quiet.” 

 

“he described to them how the Lord had led him out of the 

prison. And he said: ‘Report these things to James and the 

brethren.’ And having gone out, he went to another place.” 

 

Why does he say James? Who is he? He’s James the half-

brother of the Lord. Mary and Joseph had children and their 

first son was named James. 

 

He’s the one who wrote the epistle of James. He’s 

affectionately called “camel knees” because he spends so much 

time on them. He was a fabulous man of prayer. 

 

Peter knows who’s responsible for doing some of the praying. 

He says, “Be sure you tell James.” 

 

James is the one who wrote in chapter 5 of his epistle: 

 

James 5:17 

 

The effective fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. 
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And then he uses Elijah as an illustration of a man who 

prayed fervently that it would not rain upon the earth and it 

did not for three and a half years. And then he prayed again 

and it did rain, and then fire fell, convincing people that 

Jehovah was still God. (ref. James 5:18) 

 

“And having gone out, he went to another place.” 

 

Bye Peter. That’s it. He goes into hiding. And of course 

Herod’s going to leave here in just a minute so he can come 

out of hiding but the text doesn’t say anything about it. 

 

In chapter 15 he’s going to step into the council to say just a 

word. And his ministry basically is over, as far as divine 

revelation is concerned. 

 

What a wonderful man. 

 

Now there are just a few things to wrap up here—verse 18. 

 

v. 18 Now when day came, there was no small 

disturbance among the soldiers as to what 

therefore had become of Peter.  

 

“Now when day came, there was no small disturbance among 

the soldiers as to what therefore had become of Peter.” 

 

Their lives were on the line. If a prisoner was ever lost, they 

were executed instantaneously. 
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v. 19 And after Herod had made a careful search for 

him and did not find him, having questioned the 

guards, he ordered that they be led away to 

execution; and he went down from Judea to 

Caesarea and was spending time there.  

 

“And after Herod had made a careful search for him and did 

not find him, having questioned the guards, he ordered that 

they be led away to execution;” 

 

Sixteen guys bit the dust right there, just one right after the 

other because of that. 

 

“and he went down from Judea to Caesarea”— he’s going 

down north and up south. 

 

He goes back up to Caesarea to his coastal palace up there 

“and was spending time there.” 

 

v. 20 Now he was very angry with the people of Tyre 

and Sidon; and with one accord they came to him, 

and having won the favor of Blastus, the king’s 

chamberlain, they went asking for peace, because 

their country received its supplies of food from the 

country of the king.  

 

“Now”—while he was there—“he was very angry with the 

people of Tyre and Sidon; and with one accord they came to 

him, and having won the favor of Blastus, the king’s 
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chamberlain, they went asking for peace, because their 

country received its supplies of food from the country of the 

king.” 

 

It doesn’t tell us what Tyre and Sidon did, but they’re in 

Phoenicia. 

 

Tyre and Sidon are two cities that are 25 miles apart. They 

probably had the Coastal Cities Marathon that they ran 

between the two cities.  

 

Tyre is 60 miles north of Caesarea from where he is. And 

Sidon would be 85 miles north. And then Beirut would be still 

30 miles further north. 

 

So these two cities—he slaps a grain embargo on them. We 

don’t know what for but they’re not getting their food. So they 

send a delegation down. 

 

Blastus is the king’s chamberlain. Evidently that’s a Press 

Secretary or an executive bellboy. He’s called the “keeper of 

the bedroom.” Or he could be the Secretary of the Treasury or 

something like that. But they evidently bribed him to get an 

audience with the king. 

 

v. 21 And on an appointed day Herod, having put on his 

royal apparel, took his seat on the judgment seat, 

and was delivering an address to them.  

 

“And so on an appointed day Herod, having put on his royal 
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apparel, took his seat on the judgment seat, and was 

delivering an address to them.” 

 

v. 22 And the people were shouting, “The voice of a god 

and not of a man!”  

 

“And the people were shouting, ‘The voice of a god and not of a 

man!”’ 

 

It has an empty ring doesn’t it? When we’re hungry and we 

have a need, we can complement a guy pretty big. So they did 

and Herod loves it. Long live the king and all that stuff. 

 

v. 23 And immediately an angel of the Lord struck him 

because he did not give God the glory, and he was 

eaten by worms and died.  

 

“And immediately an angel of the Lord struck him because he 

did not give God the glory, and he was eaten with worms and 

died.” 

 

He just crumpled over in his chair, died on the spot because he 

didn’t give God the glory. 

 

Remember what they did back there when Peter gave his 

testimony on Gentile salvation? What’d they do? It said they 

kept silent and glorified God. Here he didn’t forget what had 

been done, and his life is taken away. 

 

Sometimes God has to touch us physically when we don’t 
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respond spiritually. Just go sit down and have a talk with 

Jacob. He’ll talk about what happens when we resist Him in 

the spiritual realm. 

 

v. 24 But the word of the Lord was continuing to grow 

and to be multiplying.  

 

“But the word of the Lord was continuing to grow and to be 

multiplying.” 

 

v. 25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem, 

when they completed their ministry, taking along 

with them John, who was also called Mark.  

 

“And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem, when they 

completed their ministry, taking along with them John, who 

was also called Mark.” 

 

We’ll talk about him more in the next study.  

 

Here are the lessons. We have quite a few to share in closing. 

 

Lesson #1: It is God’s purpose that the message of the gospel 

be preached to the whole world. 

 

God wants the message of the gospel to go to the whole world, 

including the Gentiles. 

 

Lesson #2: When things happen that we don’t understand, 

how precious to remember what the Lord has said. 
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Peter remembered at a time that he didn’t understand. 

 

Lesson #3: The single condition of salvation is believing on the 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Lesson #4: Affliction and persecution are God’s means of 

spreading the message. 

 

God uses the tools of suffering to scatter the seed. 

 

Lesson #5: Is the hand of the Lord evident in your life? 

 

And if so, in which way? In chastening or judgment? Or in 

blessing because He finds an obedient heart? 

 

Lesson #6: The Christian response to legitimate need is to give 

what we can. 

 

We don’t need to put ourselves on a guilt trip. “Just as you 

purpose in your heart” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 

 

Lesson #7: When we don’t understand what the Lord is doing, 

we’ve got to trust His greater plan. 

 

Lesson #8: The church’s greatest weapon against a godless 

world is prayer. 

 

That’s why Peter was delivered from prison. 
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Lesson #9: The Lord often waits until the last minute because 

He loves to have His people praying and dependent. 

 

Lesson #10: How careful we must be to give God the glory. 

 

Ray Stedman wrote notes on God ordering events in life and 

this little story comes from him: 

 

One night at a Young Life camp at about 11:00 the camp 

trumpeter was practicing out by the creek all by himself. 

That, by the way, is where trumpeters should practice. When 

he finished, he put his trumpet away and came back to camp. 

But suddenly he was seized with an urge to play his trumpet 

in the middle of camp, and he felt that the urging was from 

God.  

So in obedience he took his trumpet out, put in the mute, 

and prepared to play. Then he thought, “What should I play?” 

The thought immediately came, Play Taps. So he played Taps 

with the muted trumpet. Then an inner voice seemed to 

suggest that he take the mute out and play it out louder. So he 

did.  

At 11:30 at night in the middle of the camp he played 

Taps out loud on his trumpet. He put his instrument away 

and went to bed. The next day another young man described 

what had happened to him the night before. When he had first 

come to camp, he had been belligerent and rebellious. He was 

not a Christian, and he didn’t like what was going on. He 

decided he had had enough of it, and about 11:30 at night he 

walked out of camp and headed toward the highway to 

hitchhike home. Suddenly he heard Taps being played on a 
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trumpet.  

“I knew Taps was the song people played when somebody 

died,” he said, “so I thought to myself, ‘Who died?’ And then 

the thought hit me: ‘Well, I know who died, it was Jesus. 

Jesus died and he died for me.’” So he sat down by the road 

and received the Lord into his heart right on the spot. Surely 

someone’s prayers for that boy were being answered that 

night.  

(source unknown) 

 

Father, we would pray that someone’s prayers would be 

answered because of Your Word. We thank You that You have 

not changed, it’s just us. Forgive us for spending so little time 

reveling in Your presence, filling Your ears with our requests 

and concerns knowing full well that You will listen as a loving 

Father and respond in accordance with Your purpose and 

plan. Grant to us to be diligent and effective in these days of 

great opportunity and ministry. And thank You for Your 

Word. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of ACTS: 

 

Take It To Them! 

 

“Putting the GO Back in the Gospel” 

 

 

STUDY NUMBER NINE – ACTS 11:1-12:25   NOTES 

 
v. 1 Now the apostles and the brethren who were throughout 

Judea heard that the Gentiles also received the word of God.  

v. 2 And when Peter went up to Jerusalem, those of the 

circumcision were taking issue with him,  

v. 3 saying, “You entered the house of men who were 

uncircumcised and ate with them.” 

v. 4 But Peter having begun was explaining to them point by point 

saying, 

v. 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying; and I being in a state of 

ecstasy saw a vision, a certain vessel like a great sheet coming 

down, being lowered by four corners out of heaven, and it came 

right down to me. 

v. 6 And when I fixed my gaze upon it, I was observing it. And I 

saw the four-footed animals of the earth and the wild beasts and 

the reptiles and the birds of the heaven.  

v. 7 And I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Arise, Peter; kill and 

eat.’ 

v. 8 But I said: ‘By no means, Lord, for nothing unholy or unclean 

has ever entered my mouth.’ 

v. 9 But a voice from heaven answered a second time, ‘The things 

which God cleansed, no longer consider unholy.’  

v. 10 And this happened three times, and everything was drawn 

up again into heaven. 

v. 11 And behold, immediately three men appeared before the 

house in which we were, sent from Caesarea to me.  

v. 12 And the Spirit told me to go with them without any 

hesitation. And these six brethren also went with me, and we 

entered into the house of the man. 
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            NOTES 
v. 13 Then he reported to us how he saw the angel in his house 

stand and say: ‘Send to Joppa, and bring back Simon, who is also 

called Peter, 

v. 14 who will speak words to you by which you shall be saved, you 

and all your household.’ 

v. 15 Now when I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, 

just as [He did] upon us at the beginning.  

v. 16 Then I remembered the word of the Lord, how He was saying: 

‘John baptized by means of water, but you shall be baptized in the 

Holy Spirit.’ 

v. 17 If God therefore gave to them the same gift as also to us who 

believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I would be able 

to hinder God?” 

v. 18 And when they heard these things, they were silent and 

glorified God, saying: “Well then, God also gave to the Gentiles the 

repentance resulting in life.” 

v. 19 So then, those who were scattered because of the affliction 

that arose in connection with Stephen, passed through the country 

as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to 

nobody except only to Jews. 

v. 20 Now there were certain ones of these, men of Cyprus and 

Cyrene, who came to Antioch and were speaking to the Greek 

speaking Jews, bringing the good news of the Lord Jesus. 

v. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a large number 

who believed turned to the Lord. 

v. 22 Then the word concerning them reached the ears of the 

church at Jerusalem. And they sent Barnabas to go as far as 

Antioch. 

v. 23 Who, having come and having seen the grace of God, rejoiced 

and was encouraging them all with purpose of heart to keep on 

remaining true to the Lord; 

v. 24 for he was a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of 

faith; and there were added to the Lord many people.  

v. 25 Then he left for Tarsus to search for Saul.  

v. 26 And when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. And it 

came about that for a whole year they were gathered together with 

the church and taught many people. And the disciples were first 

called Christians in Antioch.  

v. 27 Now in these days some prophets came down from Jerusalem 

to Antioch. 
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            NOTES 
v. 28 And one of them named Agabus stood up and was indicating 

through the Spirit that there was about to be a great famine over 

the whole inhabited earth, which occurred at the time of Claudius. 

v. 29 And the disciples each of them according to his financial 

ability determined to send things which would minister to the 

needs of those brethren who were living in Judea. 

v. 30 And this they did, having sent them to the elders by the hand 

of Barnabas and Saul. 

12:v. 1 Now about that time Herod the king laid hands on some of 

those who belonged to the church, for the purpose of mistreating 

them. 

v. 2 And he had James the brother of John put to death with a 

sword. 

v. 3 And when he saw that it was pleasing to the Jews, he 

proceeded to arrest Peter also. Now they were the days of 

Unleavened Bread. 

v. 4 And having apprehended him, he put him in prison, having 

delivered him to four squads (16) of soldiers to guard him, 

intending after the Passover to bring him out before the people. 

v. 5 Therefore Peter was continually being guarded in the prison, 

but prayer was being made constantly by the church to God 

concerning him. 

v. 6 Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that night 

Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound by two chains; and 

guards in front of the door were watching over the prison. 

v. 7 And behold, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared, and a 

light shone in the cell; and having gently tapped Peter’s side, he 

raised him up, saying, “Get up quickly.” And his chains fell off his 

hands. 

v. 8 Then the angel said to him, “Put on your belt and bind on your 

sandals.” And he did this. And he is saying to him: “Wrap your 

cloak around you and keep on following me.”  

v. 9 And having gone out, he kept on following, and he did not 

know that it was true, namely, that which was taking place 

through the angel, but he kept on thinking that he was seeing a 

vision. 

v. 10 Now when they had passed the first and second guard, they 

came to the iron gate that is leading into the city, which opened for 

them automatically; and having gone out they went along one 

street, and immediately the angel departed from him. 

 

 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin.



59 

 

            NOTES 
v. 11 And when Peter came to himself, he said: “Now I am knowing 

truly the Lord sent forth His angel and rescued me from the hand 

of Herod and from every expectation of the people of the Jews.” 

v. 12 Now when he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the 

mother of John who is also called Mark, where there were many 

who had come together and were praying. 

v. 13 Now when he knocked at the door of the gate, a servant-girl 

named Rhoda came to answer. 

v. 14 And when she recognized the voice of Peter, because of her 

joy she did not open the gate, but having run in she announced 

that Peter was standing in front of the gate. 

v. 15 But they said to her, “You are out of your mind!” But she kept 

insisting that it was so. But they kept on saying, “It is his angel.” 

v. 16 But Peter was continuing knocking; and when they opened, 

they saw him and were amazed. 

v. 17 And having beckoned to them with his hand to keep quiet, he 

described to them how the Lord had led him out of the prison. And 

he said: “Report these things to James and the brethren.” And 

having gone out, he went to another place. 

v. 18 Now when day came, there was no small disturbance among 

the soldiers as to what therefore had become of Peter.  

v. 19 And after Herod had made a careful search for him and did 

not find him, having questioned the guards, he ordered that they 

be led away to execution; and he went down from Judea to 

Caesarea and was spending time there.  

v. 20 Now he was very angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon; 

and with one accord they came to him, and having won the favor of 

Blastus, the king’s chamberlain, they went asking for peace, 

because their country received its supplies of food from the country 

of the king. 

v. 21 And on an appointed day Herod, having put on his royal 

apparel, took his seat on the judgment seat, and was delivering an 

address to them. 

v. 22 And the people were shouting, “The voice of a god and not of 

a man!” 

v. 23 And immediately an angel of the Lord struck him because he 

did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and died. 

v. 24 But the word of the Lord was continuing to grow and to be 

multiplying. 
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            NOTES 
v. 25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem, when they 

completed their ministry, taking along with them John, who was 

also called Mark. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Acts 11:1-12:25 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. How does Peter respond to the Jewish Christians and their 

concern about Gentile salvation, according to verse 17? 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the Jewish Christians’ response to Peter’s words in 

verse 18? 

 

 

 

 

4. What did Herod do in chapter 12:1-3? 
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5. Describe Peter’s deliverance from prison in verses 7-11. 

 

 

 

 

6. What is the response of the believers to Peter’s deliverance, 

according to verse 15? 

 

 

 

 

7. What do the people say about Herod in verse 22? 

 

 

 

 

8. Why is Herod struck by the angel of the Lord, according to 

verse 23? 

 

 

 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: It is God’s purpose that the message of the 

gospel be preached to the whole world. 

 

LESSON #2: When things happen that we do not understand, 

how precious to remember what the Lord has said. 

 

LESSON #3: The single condition of salvation is believing on 

the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

LESSON #4: Affliction and persecution are God’s means of 

spreading the message. 

 

LESSON #5: Is the hand of the Lord evident in your life? 

 

LESSON #6: The Christian response to legitimate need is to 

give what we can. 
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LESSON #7: When we don’t understand what the Lord is 

doing, we just have to trust His greater plan. 

 

LESSON #8: The church’s greatest weapon against a godless 

world is prayer. 

 

LESSON #9: The Lord often waits until the last minute 

because He loves to have His people praying and 

dependent. 

 

LESSON #10: How careful we must be to give God the glory 

for the work He is doing in our lives and through our lives 

in the lives of others. 
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