A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:
Running to Win
“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

Study Number Twelve — 1 Corinthians 9:1-23

Evangelist D. L. Moody was very impressed by a picture of a
woman who was grasping a cross and being saved from a very
stormy sea. But then he said, “I lost affection for that picture
when I saw another one of a woman grasping a cross with one
hand and reaching down to another struggling member of
humanity, lifting them out of the stormy sea.”

The reason that D. L. Moody was so impressed by the second
picture over the first that it’s the story of our lives. It
dramatically portrays what is expected of us.

The hymn writer has it right when he says:

Rescue the perishing, care for the dying,

Snatch them in pity from sin and the grave;
Weep o’er the erring one, lift u the fallen,

Tell them of Jesus, the mighty to save. —Crosby
(source unknown)

Someone else said:



“Those who are on the road to heaven will not be content to go
there alone.”
(source unknown)

The apostle 1s going to tell us some really neat things in
chapter 9 and it’s related to what we studied in chapter 8.

Back in chapter 7 we talked about sex, marriage, divorce and
the single life.

In chapter 8 we talked about those questionable areas of our
lives. We have liberty to do certain things, but out of love we
forgo those rights for the sake of those who have a difference
of opinion. So the choice was really between LIBERTY or

LOVE.

And the apostle says, “I am motivated by love and so I forgo
rights.” And the last thing he said was: “If meat would offend
my brother I wouldn’t even eat meat.” (see 1 Corinthians 8:13)
And he is sensitive to those needs.

Forgoing our rights in the body of Christ for the sake of one
another 1s really good training and learning how to forgo our
rights in the world to become servants so that others might
come to know Him.

In our last study we talked about things INSIDE the body of
Christ as Christians, and the foregoing of rights for the love of
one another. Now we're taking it OUTSIDE the church to
those who have not come to know Him. And we’re going to
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revolutionize our whole concept of evangelism when we get
ahold of this because if we are effective witnesses for Jesus
Christ, we are learning what it is to give up some of our
rights, to give up some of our comforts, to be willing to become
servants to be constructively involved in the lives of others
that they might become Christians.

That’s a far cry from probably what we have learned as far as
witnessing and sharing our faith is concerned. Hopefully we'’re
open and receptive to what is being said in this particular
chapter, because it is really exciting.

Let’s pick up at 1 Corinthians 9:1.

v. 1 Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen
Jesus our Lord? Are you not my work in the Lord?

“Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our
Lord? Are you not my work in the Lord?”

The apostle asks 18 QUESTIONS in these 23 verses. And
when he’s asking questions, he’s trying to get us to think
through some of the consequences of what he 1s asking.
Now the answer to all four of those 1s “YES!”

1. “Yes, I'm free.”

2. “Yes, I'm an apostle.”



3. “Yes, I've seen Jesus our Lord.”
4. “Yes, the Corinthians are my work in the Lord.”

“I've had the privilege of sharing over 18 months with them
and they’ve come to know Christ through my ministry.”

v. 2 If to others I am not an apostle, at least I am to you;
for you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.

“If to others I am not an apostle, at least I am to you; for you
are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.”

The word “seal” of course refers to a finished transaction. We
think of the Holy Spirit being a “seal” in Ephesians 1. A “seal”
denotes ownership.

And here he says, “You are that mark from my ministry. You
are of the crowning seal. Whenever anybody asks me about
the ministry I just say ‘take a look at what happened in the
city of Corinth.”

v. 3 This is my defense to those who are investigating
me:

“This 1s my defense to those who are investigating me:”

The authenticity of our ministry is seen as a result of the work
that’s gone on in our lives.



Notice the word “right” occurs FIVE TIMES in this chapter.
And we’re going to refer back to it several times because that’s
the KEY THOUGHT.

Out of love, we restrain from doing certain things because of
our love for our brothers and sisters in the body of Christ who
may not feel the same way. Now if we’re going to be a good
witness, we're going to forgo certain rights in order that we
can be a good witness for Him.

Is there any area of our life where we're foregoing certain
rights because of a relationship? Are we foregoing certain
rights so that we can be an effective witness to somebody? And
we're doing this unselfishly so that we can make an impact on
their lives.

Real Christians who have gotten the real disease, as far as
evangelism is concerned, have learned how to give up certain
things that are rightfully theirs for the sake of others that
they might be won to Christ. Jesus Christ said: “I came not to
be ministered unto”™—although He had the right. He created it
all. “I came not to be ministered unto but to minister and to
give my life a ransom for many.” (ref. Matthew 20:28)

And so what Paul’s getting ready to tell us is if we’re going to
be a good witness we have to learn to say no to certain things
that we have a right to, justifiably before the Lord. But we're
saying no in order that we might be a witness and make an
1mpact.



v. 4 Are we not having a right to eat and drink?
“Are we not having a right to eat and to drink?”

Why sure! Everybody’s got “a right to eat and to drink.”
But Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 4:

1 Corinthians 4:11

To this very hour we are hungry and thirsty, and we’re poorly
clothed and we’re roughly treated, and we’re homeless.

So yes, there were times when he was hungry. There were
times when he was thirsty, when he really didn’t have a meal
and no way of getting any. Did he have “a right to eat and to
drink”? Yes. But the ministry sometimes didn’t provide that
and so he had to learn to be content.

Remember Philippians 4:11?

Philippians 4:11

I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances are.
Whether we’re hungry or thirsty—or whatever. Whether we
have a lot or whether we don’t have anything, we have learned

the key to contentment.

So he says, “Don’t I even have ‘a right to eat and to drink?”
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v. 5 Are we not having a right to take along a believing
wife, even as the rest of the apostles, and the
brothers of the Lord, and Cephas?

“Are we not having a right’—there it 1s—"“to take along a

believing wife, even as the rest of the apostles, and the
brothers of the Lord, and Cephas?”

Isn’t it interesting that he says “believing wife”?

Don’t WE in the ministry have “a right to take along a
believing wife?” Somebody that knows the Lord, to be along
with us in our ministry?

And then he mentions several who have done that. He says:

“even as the rest of the apostles”—of course James and John
and everybody else evidently were married and had wives.
And Paul for the sake of the ministry, we learned back in
chapter 7, chose not to—simply that he might be more free in
being able to be involved in the lives of others in the preaching
of the Gospel.

And then he mentions “the brothers of the Lord.”
Mary and Joseph, after the virgin birth of Christ, had several

children. And obviously there are some weddings in that
family and they too were married.



“and Cephas”™—that’s Peter.

We have one of the references of Scripture that we have to
deal with:

Matthew 8:14. 15

When Jesus had come to Peter’s home, he saw his
mother-in-law lying sick in bed with a fever. And He touched
her hand, and the fever left her; and she arose, and began to
wait on Him.

So obviously Peter had a house in Capernaum and Jesus often
found Himself there on the northern shores of the Sea of
Galilee. And one day they came and the mother-in-law was
sick. And the Lord did what was necessary to make it possible
for her to be well and to get up and to take care of them while
they were visiting there.

v. 6 Or are only Barnabas and I not having a right to
refrain from working?

“Or are only Barnabas and I not having a right to refrain from
working?”

There’s our third use of the word—"*right.”

He says, “Are we the only two guys that have to work our tails
off in order to make enough money to be able to preach to you?
Are we the only two that don’t have the right to have some

8



money from our ministry so we can be free to give ourselves
and do our thing?”

What’s so great about this verse? It’s not so much the fact that
Paul and Barnabas established a financial policy that they

would not be a burden to anybody, but the fact that both of
them are mentioned together and Paul mentions Barnabas.

Know how some people get mad at somebody and they don’t
talk to them for the rest of their lives because they really get
ticked over something? Well this had to be written after Acts
15.

In Acts 15, after that first missionary journey when Barnabas
and Paul got back to Antioch they had one casualty. John
Mark got tired of Pampas and took off and headed back to
Jerusalem. We don’t know whether it was a girlfriend or
homesickness or what, but he left.

Well when they’re in Antioch getting ready for the second
journey, Barnabas comes to Paul and he says: “You know, John
Mark’s really learned his lesson. We want to take him along.”
And remember Paul said, “No, he’s not going.” And the
contention was so sharp that Barnabas took John Mark and
he headed for Cyprus and Paul got Silas and headed off on the
northern route through Asia Minor.

Isn’t that neat that he has the freedom to mention his name?
So many times we get mad and we explode in relationships
and we never make those relationships right. But it’s
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interesting in the Bible how many times relationships are
made right, especially before individuals die.

Paul, for instance, gets his relationship with John Mark right
because in his last letter in the last chapter of his letter, he
tells Timothy—which is his last one just before he dies: “Bring
John Mark with you for he’s profitable to me to the ministry.”
(see 2 Timothy 4:11)

And so we don’t let those things go on. And when we have
relationships that are all out of sort and all out of whack,
we're the one paying the price. And God expects us to have
enough maturity to do everything we can to live peaceably
with every man. There are going to be people that we can’t. Ali
of us have those 1n our lives, but we do the best we can
emotionally to be sure that we're right in that.

And so he has the freedom to mention Barnabas. He says,
“Are Barnabas and I the only ones with the financial policy
that we work hard so we're not a burden on anybody when we
come to town?”

And those Corinthians knew that too because when Paul got
to town by himself, remember, he met Priscilla and Aquila and
they formed a little tent company and they were making tents
at night so that he’d have the freedom to preach during the
daytime. And he was never a burden to the Corinthians in any
way when it came to financial matters.

So what’s he saying?
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“I gave up the right to eat and to drink. I gave up the right to
have a believing wife. And I gave up the right for financial
support from you.”

And now when we get to verse 7, he gives us THREE
ILLUSTRATIONS—one right after another. He’s going to talk
about a SOLDIER, a FARMER and a SHEPHERD.

v. 7 Who at any time is serving as a soldier at his own
expense? Who is planting a vineyard and is not
eating the fruit of it? Or who is shepherding a flock
and is not using the milk of the flock?

“Who at any time 1s serving as a soldier at his own
expense?’—Question #1.

“Who 1s planting a vineyard and is not eating the fruit of
1t?”—Question #2.

“Or who 1s shepherding a flock and is not using the milk of the
flock?”—Question #3.

Well the ANSWER to all three of those 1s NONE!

No soldier goes to his own expense. No farmer plants a
vineyard without expecting reaping a harvest. And certainly
no shepherd tends a bunch of wooly boogers on the backside of
a pasture in order to just have the enjoyment of doing it. He’s
expecting to get something from his labor.
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And so all three of them expect to have something from what
they do. And so he raises the three questions to further his
argument.

v. 8 I am not speaking these things according to human
judgment, am I? Or is not the law also saying these
things?

“I am not speaking these things according to human
judgment, am I? Or is not the law also saying these same
things?”

Now what he’s going to do, he’s going to take THREE
HOMELY ILLUSTRATIONS like a shepherd and a soldier
and a farmer, and then he’s going to turn to the law of God
and see what God said about taking care of the rights that a
minister has to be cared for in the material realm.

v. 9 For it has been written in the law of Moses, “You
shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing.” Oxen
are not a concern to God, are they?

“For 1t has been written i1n the law of Moses, ‘You shall not
muzzle the ox while he 1s threshing.” Oxen are not a concern to
God, are they?”

Well now the answer to that question 1s: “Yes, oxen are a

concern to God.” God hates to see animals abused. Got hates

to have us mistreat His creation. He would have never written
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in the Law that the oxen was not to have a muzzle so that he
couldn’t eat some of the grain that he was threshing. He earns
the right to be sustained by this.

Scripture speaks over and over again about that. We read in
Job:

Job 38:41

The Lord prepares for the raven its nourishment.
Psalm 147:9

He gives the beast its food...

And then Matthew 6:26, in the Sermon on the Mount:

Matthew 6:26

He 1s the one who feeds the birds of the air.

So yes, God has a concern. But His primary concern is for the

INDIVIDUAL rather than for the ANIMAL.

“You shall not muzzle the ox while he 1s threshing.”

God 1s concerned.

Now, there’s a cute story in J. Vernon McGee’s commentary at

this point about a preacher in Kentucky. And this preacher
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drove a very fine, beautiful horse and the preacher himself
was a very skinny, scrawny little guy. And one day one of the
church officers asked him a question (which has been a matter
of discussion by the congregation), “How is it, preacher, that
your horse is so fine looking and you're such a skinny fella?”
The preacher said, “Well I'll tell you. I feed my horse and you
are the ones who are feeding me.”

(source unknown)

They’re not taking good care of the preacher. And he’s doing a
better job taking care of his animal than they are of their
preacher.

It’s incredible how people really fail in this regard, when
talking to people in the ministry. How some people just
assume that everything is just going to be in its place and it’s
all taken care of. And some real, real needs are going to come
out at the Judgment Seat of Christ when we see how some
people have silently suffered in sacrificial involvement for the
cause of Christ and to the glory of God. And that’s going to be
noted. Simply over neglect of those who should have been
fulfilling the responsibility, as Paul makes clear here.

v. 10 Or is He speaking altogether for our sake? Yes, for
our sake it was written, that he who is ploughing
ought to be ploughing in hope, and he who is
threshing ought to be threshing in hope of sharing
the crops.

“Or 1s He speaking altogether for our sake? Yes, for our sake it
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was written, that he who is ploughing ought to be ploughing
in hope, and he who is threshing ought to be threshing in hope
of sharing the crops.”

Yes, the ox who 1s threshing out the corn ought to be threshing
in hope that he’s going to get some food as a result of his work:

Now the KEY PRINCIPLE is in verse 11. Circle that verse
because that puts it all together in what Paul is driving at
here, as far as their rights to be supported in their ministry.

v. 11 If we sowed spiritual things in you, is it too much
if we shall reap material things from you?

“If we sowed spiritual things in you, is it too much if we shall
reap material things from you?”

In other words, they ought to support the ministry Paul says.
“We come and we minister to you spiritually. Is it asking too
much of you to minister to our material needs if we in turn
come around and minister to your spiritual needs?”

The hard thing is to learn how to give, isn’t it? It’s really tough
to find people who are willing to recognize this principle and
to deal with it, and to actually be involved in giving.

Stephen Brown tells the story about this fella who’s really
having a hard time giving to the good neighbor deal, or the
United Fund at his company. And this is the story:
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(When Your Rope Breaks by Stephen Brown)

Someone tells of a large company where the president set
a goal that everyone would contribute to the United Fund. So
everybody in the company gave, except one man. The other
employees tried their best to convince the man to give. They
appealed to his philanthropic nature; they told him about the
great needs in the community; they told him how important it
was to be a part of the team. He still refused to give.

The president of the company finally called [him] into his
office and [he] said, “Sam, it is my desire that this company be
a part of the United Fund, and it 1s my desire that our
participation be 100 percent. There are two ways we will
reach that level of giving. If you give, we will meet my goal, or
if you don’t give, I will fire you and we will meet my goal.”

“Of course, I'll give,” the man [explained]. “It’s just that
nobody ever explained it that way to me before.”
pp. 24-25

And so yes, he was coerced. He was motivated in cooperating
with the plan to give.

Now see verse 12?7 There comes the word “right” again.

v. 12 If others are sharing the right over you, do we not
more? Nevertheless we did not make use of this
right, but we are putting up with all things in order
that we may cause no hindrance to the gospel of
Christ.
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“If others are sharing the right over you, do we not the more?
Nevertheless we did not make use of this right, but we are
putting up with all things in order that we may cause no
hindrance to the gospel of Christ.”

If there’s one verse that ought to be on headlines in every
religious newspaper, it is that verse! There it 1s!

“Now we have a right, because we’ve ministered to you in
Corinth, for you to be involved with us materially. But
Corinthians, I want to make 1t clear, ‘we did not make use of
this right.” But instead of making use of this right, we put up
with all kinds of things in order that we might not cause a
hindrance to the gospel.”

We don’t find much of that today, do we? We find people
constantly with their hands out, begging for funds. Seeking
out others to be manipulated and involved in giving to their
particular ministry. We are deluged with requests.

And Paul said, “I’d rather starve, I'd rather put up with
something very, very difficult than to ever put a hindrance for
the gospel of Christ in the way of any man because of material
things.”

That’s foregoing rights for the sake of the gospel. Now that’s
the fourth time we’'ve had the word “right”:

1. “are we not having a right?””—verse 4.
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2. “are we not having a right?’—verse 5.
3. “are only Barnabas and I not having a right?”—verse 6.

4. “If others are sharing the right over you, do we not the
more?”

“But we are putting up with all these things” that we are not
making use of this right.

So that “we might not cause a hindrance to the gospel.”

What’s Paul telling us? His witness is primary and uppermost
in his mind. And he doesn’t want to be a “hindrance to the
gospel.”

How can we become a “hindrance to the gospel”?
SELFISHNESS,

lack of SENSITIVITY, and

an unwillingness to pay the price of being a SERVANT when it
gets tough and we have to hang in there.

Jesus Christ is the greatest illustration of a man foregoing His
prerogatives throughout His whole life. Here’s the Son of God.
He came unto His own and His own received Him not. Here’s
Jesus Christ, His last act in the Upper Room. Proud hearts
and dirty feet, He grabs the bucket and the towel and He
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starts washing feet.

And Peter wasn’t going to let Him do it! This is a reversal of
Law! “I should be washing Your feet! Instead You're washing
mine.”

Paul says we never exercised our right. We put up with all
sorts of things so that we might not hinder the spread of the
gospel.

That 1s a great verse. Talk about hindering the gospel today.
We are hampering and hindering the impact because we've
become so materialistic.

He’s the soldier, a farmer and He 1s the shepherd. And then he
spoke about the Law. Now he’s going to talk about serving at
the temple.

People who served at the temple lived off of the temple. People
ate the showbread from the Table of the Showbread, and they
ate the meat that was offered in the sacrifices. The Law
stipulated that and so he’s embellishing that further.

v. 13 Are you not knowing that those who are
performing sacred services are eating the food of
the temple, and those who are attending regularly
to the altar are having their share with the altar?

“Are you not knowing that those who are performing sacred
services are eating the food of the temple, and those who are
19



attending regularly to the altar are having their share with
the altar?”

He’s taken 1llustrations from the natural world, he’s taken an
1llustration from the Law about muzzling the ox who’s
threshing out the corn, and now he takes an illustration from
the temple service. That a person who gives in religious
service, should receive in return from that service.

V. 14 In the same manner also the Lord directed those
who are proclaiming the good news to be deriving
their living from the good news.

“In the same manner also the Lord directed those who are
proclaiming the good news to be deriving their living from the
good news.”

That’s the way God set it up.

Doug Sherman and William Hendricks said this about
finances:

(Your Work Matters to God by Doug Sherman and William
Hendricks)

I am thinking of the increasing commercialization of the
gospel. As an acquaintance of mine put it, Christianity began
in Palestine as a relationship; it spread throughout the Roman
empire as a movement; across Europe and Northern Africa it
became a culture; today in the West it has become an
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enterprise.

One wonders at times when donating to a ministry
whether he 1s underwriting God or [man]. As a consequence,
many people are now giving much less, and some have
stopped giving altogether.

p. 195

Now that’s well said. And many have to plead guilty at that
point in making a gigantic enterprise out of the ministry for
one’s own personal, selfish comfort.

Ruth Harms Calkin wrote this little piece:

(Lord. Don’t You Love Me Anymore? by Ruth Harms Calkin)

O God
When I think of Your
Tremendous goodness to us
Your continual poured-out blessings
Suddenly I am overwhelmed
With a convicting thought:
Everything You do
For my husband and me
All Your love and kindness
So lavishly bestowed
Become an indictment
Unless we willingly
Allow each blessing
To flow through us to others.
All Your abundance
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Must constantly be on the move
Or we will stagnate

In a sea of plenty.

p. 124

R. G. LeTourneau is a great illustration of a man who really
could give. R. G. LeTourneau turned the whole principle of the
tithe around. He gave 90% and kept 10% and then gave 90%
of the 10% and he and his wife lived on the rest.

The apostle makes it quite clear here that a person who is
selfish in the area of material things cannot be giving in
interpersonal relationships either. And one of the things we
have to learn is how to give up our rights in interpersonal
relationships if we’re going to make a witness and an impact
on anybody around us that’s not a Christian.

Now remember when we studied 2 Corinthians 9 along this
line on giving? Basically it was a private matter. It was just
like our last study. It’s a private matter about those personal
things in our life and it’s a private matter about our giving.
Don’t let anybody put us on a guilt trip.

Remember we have the choice. We can sow bountifully or we
can sow sparingly. That’s our business and we’re going to reap
accordingly. But then the text told us: “Let every person be
fully persuaded in his mind what he’s going to give. As you
purpose in your heart, so give, not grudgingly or necessity; for
God 1s loving a cheerful giver.” (see 2 Corinthians 9:6-8)
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Now look at verse 15. It really demonstrates the authenticity
of the apostle Paul in the fact that he is not manipulating the
Corinthians for material things.

We're suspicious about these, we have come along this far in
the passage thinking that Paul i1s on a “poor me” trip to get
the Corinthians coerced into beginning to give to him. That’s
what we’ve been thinking up until now, right?

If we're normal that’s what we’ve been thinking. But when we
get to verse 15 we put that to bed for the rest of our life.

v. 15 But I have used none of these things. And I am not
writing these things in order that in this manner it
should be done in my case; for it would be better for
me to die than have any man make my boast an
empty one.

“But I have used none of these things. And I am not writing
these things in order that in this manner it should be done in
my case; for it would be better for me to die than have any
man make my boast an empty one.”

He says, “I have a right to give up my right to receive
anything from you financially and I would rather die than
take anything from you financially.”

He says, “I find great freedom and great joy in doing this as

part of my service for the Lord. And I don’t want you to think

that I'm doing this and I don’t want you to do anything in my
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case just simply because I have addressed this issue. It would
be better for me to die. Look I would rather die than have you
take away my right to give up my rights for material things.”
v. 16 For if I am preaching the good news, there is
nothing for me to boast about, for I am under
compulsion; for woe is me if I do not proclaim the
good news.
“For if I am preaching the good news, there is nothing for me
to boast about, for I am under compulsion; for woe i1s me if I do
not proclaim the good news.”

That’s our duty! That’s our responsibility! That’s our
stewardship before God. We have to do it!

The last words Jesus ever said were:

Acts 1:8

You shall be witnesses unto Me.

Evangelism is top priority in God’s program.
Mark 16:15

Go thee unto all the world...

John 20:21
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Peace be unto you, as the Father has sent Me, even so send I
you.

Margaret Clarkson has written that hymn “So Send I You™:

So send I you to labor unrewarded,

to serve unpaid, unsought, unloved, unknown,
to bear rebuke, to suffer scorn and scoffing

So send I you to toil for me alone.

(source unknown)

All of that hit Paul hard on the Damascus Road and he
recognizes the awesome responsibility he has to be an
ambassador to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ.

v. 17 For if I am doing this voluntarily, I am having a
reward; but if against my will, I have a stewardship
entrusted to me.

“If I am doing this voluntarily, I am having a reward; but if it’s
against my will, I have a stewardship entrusted to me.”

We have a responsibility before God to do this. If we do it
willingly, there’s going to be a reward for it. If we're dragging
our feet in the whole thing, we have to realize we’re bucking a
stewardship and a responsibility and we’re running the risk of
not hearing, “Well done thou good and faithful servant.”

v. 18 What then is my reward? That when I am
proclaiming the good news I may give out the good
25



news without charge, so as not to make full use of
my right in the gospel.

“What then is my reward? That when I am proclaiming the
good news I may give out the good news without charge, so as
not to make full use of my right in the gospel.”

He says, “I want to come to people and I want to tell them
they don’t have to give. I want to be able to say, ‘Look, don’t
worry about me. I'm here worried about you.” And I want the
freedom to proclaim the gospel free of material things.”

Now that’s the sixth time the word “RIGHT” has been used:
1. wverse 4,

2. verse 5,

3. verse 06,

4. & 5. twice 1n verse 12, and now

6. 1n verse 18.

Paul says, “I want to make full use of this. I want to proclaim
the truth of Jesus Christ.”

v. 19 For, being free from all men, I make myself a slave
to all in order that I might win the more.
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“For, being free from all men, I make myself a slave to all in
order that I might win more.”

Now what does he mean by that? He says, “I'm freed from this
and so when I look at somebody, I'm not asking them for
funds. I'm looking at somebody, I'm free. I can share Christ
with them.”

But how do we share Christ with somebody? We have the
wrong idea about this whole business of witnessing. We have
these witnessing classes and these seminars and we go and
learn how to share the content of the Gospel and then we're
put on a guilt trip if we don’t witness. That’s not the point!

Dick Innes in his little book I Hate Witnessing says:

(I Hate Witnessing by Dick Innes)

The point 1s this, you don’t ~Aave to go out and witness for
Christ. God wants you to be free from this bondage and guilt
that says you have to. He wants you just to be His witness
before you go out and do anything.

p. 20

And Paul says the secret to it is in that word “slave.”

We give up rights. We become a slave to a person. And that

takes time. And as a result of serving that individual and

ministering to his needs, we earn the right to share with him

the thing that motivates us out of love and concern for that
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individual. And then we get a chance to really be a witness for
Him.

Rebecca Manley Pippert put it this way:

(Out of the Saltshaker and Into the World by Rebecca Manley
Pippert)

There was a part of me that secretly felt evangelism was

something you shouldn’t do to your dog, let alone [to] a friend.
To evangelize, it seemed, required insensitivity and an

inclination to blurt out a memorized gospel outline, without

inhaling, [even] to every stranger [that] you met.

p. 16

I witnessed like a Pavlovian dog. The bell would ring, I
would get ready, activated, juices running and then BAM! I'd
spit it out.

p. 17

And then some people have the idea that their witnessing is ta
lure as many people as they can into the stained-glass
aquarium and the great fisherman stands behind the pulpit
and he throws out a few lures hoping he can hook a few.

And that’s the concept oftentimes that people have with
regard to witnessing. That’s how we’re going to touch the
world and make an impact. No wonder we’re losing ground!
No wonder we’re not touching lives effectively. No wonder how
we, who are in the ministry, have polluted the call of Christ
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and made 1t so materialistic. As a result of that, people are
really turned off when they see these things.

When are they going to see genuine, authentic, real love? That
simply comes for the sake of sharing Christ?

It’s a lot easier to build walls than it 1s bridges. It takes time
to build bridges. We have invited people to our house. We have
to go where they are. We have to do the things they like to do.
We have to be involved in their lives. They have to see it
before they want it!

Too oftentimes we try to stuff it down their throats. And our
neighbors want to see Christianity before they’re willing to
accept it.

John W. Stott said 1t well. He calls them “rabbit-hole
Christians.” He says:

(Life-Style Evangelism by Joseph C. Aldrich)

You know—the kind who pops his head out of the hole, [he]
leaves [the] Christian roommate in the morning, and scurries
to class, only to frantically search for a Christian to sit next to
([that’s] an odd way to approach a mission field). Thus he
proceeds from class to class. When dinner time comes, he sits
with all the Christians in his dorm at one huge table and
thinks, “What a witness!” From there he goes to his
all-Christian Bible Study, and he might even catch a prayer
meeting where the Christians pray for the nonbelievers on his
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floor. (But what luck that he was able to live on the floor with
seventeen Christians!) Then at night he scurries back to his
Christian roommate. Safe! He made it through the day and
his only contacts with the world were those mad, brave dashes

to and from Christian activities.
p. 61

And a lot of people live their lives like that—avoiding their
responsibility to reach out to others. Want to see how Paul
did? He had FOUR DIFFERENT AUDIENCES and this is the

way he did it—verse 21.

v. 20 And to the Jews I became as a Jew, in order that I
might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, as
under the Law, though not being myself under the
Law, in order that I might win those who are under
the Law;

“And to the Jews I became as a Jew, in order that I might win
the Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the Law,
though not myself under the Law, in order that I might win
those who are under the Law;”

There’s all four of his audiences:

1. “the Jews,”

2. “those who are under the Law,”

3. “those who are without the Law,” and
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4. “those who are weak.”

Paul had more nerve than an abscessed tooth. Drop him
anywhere and he’d be a witness. He would figure out how to
build a bridge and relate to somebody where they were, even

though he had a totally different orientation from them. He
would work 1t out to win people to Jesus Christ.

We have THREE KEY STATEMENTS in this particular
study:

1. verse 12—“we did not make use of this right,”
2. verse 15—°“I have used none of these things,” and

3. verse 22—“I have become all things to all men in order
that I may be all means save some.”

Dr. Robert Coleman has written several books. He says this:
(Dry Bones Can Live Again by Robert E. Coleman)
“Education without evangelism makes Pharisees; evangelism
without education makes fanatics.”

p. 123

Then he quotes an interesting little account from Charles
Haddon Spurgeon:
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(Dry Bones Can Live Again by Robert E. Coleman)

I am reminded of Charles [Haddon] Spurgeon’s comment
after reading the following passage: “And there came a
messenger unto Job, and [he] said, The oxen were plowing,
and the asses [were] feeding beside them.”

“Yes,” he said, lifting his eyes with a kindly glance
around the crowded gallery [of the sanctuary], “that is
still the case. Some of us are always plowing, [and]
breaking up the fallow ground, preparing the ground for
good seed. And others are [always] feeding. I know some
of you dear people. You would not miss a service if you
could help it. Feeding, everlasting feeding. It is good to
feed, 1t 1s necessary to feed, but do the bit of Gospel
plowing as well, for the health of your souls and the glory
of God. [Yes] The oxen were plowing, but the asses were
feeding!”

p. 42

And that’s the tragedy of the church today. We have lots of
asses who are feeding and very few oxen who are out there
pulling the plow and making an impact on the world for Jesus
Christ. Paul was one of those who did.

v. 21 to those who are without law, as being without
law, though not being without the law of God but
under the law of Christ, that I might win those who
are without law.
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“to those who are without law, as being without law, though
not being without the law of God but under the law of Christ,
that I might win those who are without law.”

He met them where they were!

v. 22 To those who are weak, I became as one who is
weak, in order that I might win those who are
weak; I have become all things to all men in order
that I may by all means save some.

“And to those who are weak,”—he says—“I became as one who
1s weak, in order that I might win those who are weak; I have
become all things to all men in order that I may by all means
save some.”

v. 23 And I am doing all things for the sake of the good
news in order that I may become a fellow partaker
of it.

“And I am doing all things for the sake of the good news in
order that I may become a fellow partaker of it.”

What does he mean there? He means he’s going to do
everything to get the good news out to people because he
wants the blessing of seeing people come to know Jesus Christ
and having their lives significantly touched with the gospel.

The blessing of seeing that is being “a fellow partaker” of the
gospel.
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To the apostle, being a Christian is like Christmas. It’s more
blessed to give than to receive. And so his sacrificial
involvement in the case of Christ is to the glory of God to
touch as many people as he possibly can while he’s here.

Now we have the following lessons that come out of our
passage:

Lesson #1: Paul manifests his love by voluntarily
surrendering his rights.

Are we surrendering our rights in some relationship, doing it
willingly that we might touch somebody else? It’s a good
question to ask ourselves.

Lesson #2: Paul says in the ministry we should sow spiritual
things and reap material things.

Lesson #3: It is Paul’s choice to put up with things rather than
make use of his rights.

Lesson #4: It 1s the Lord’s direction that those who are
proclaiming the Good News should be “deriving their living
from the Good News.”

Lesson #5: Paul gets more satisfaction in preaching the gospel
free of charge than in receiving the gift due him for his

ministry.
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Lesson #6: Paul becomes a servant to everybody so that he can
“win the more.”

Lesson #7: Serving others and building a relationship is the
way to an effective witness.

Now there’s nobody who can’t do that. We don’t have to go do
witnessing but we can serve others and build relationships to
be an effective witness.

Lesson #8: Paul met people where they were in order to win
them to Christ.

This little story by M. R. DeHaan is called “Wise Men [Still]
Witness”:

Paul Rader had urged a banker in New York many times
to receive Christ, but he did not respond. One day the
preacher sensed that God wanted him to go immediately and
speak to this man again. Obediently he took a train and went
with all speed to the town where the man lived. He hurried to
the bank and found his friend standing in the doorway.
“Rader,” he said, “I'm glad to see you! I wrote a telegram
begging you to come, but later changed my mind and didn’t
send 1t.” “That’s all right,” said the evangelist, “your message
came through anyhow by way of Heaven.” Under deep
conviction of sin, the banker was impressed by Rader’s
earnestness and his special effort to reach him with the
Gospel, and that same hour he accepted the Lord. In his
new-found joy he exclaimed, “Did you ever see the sky so blue
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or the grass so green!” “Hallelujah, you're [really] converted!
came the response, “for we often sing, ‘Heaven above is softer
blue, [and] earth around is sweeter green; something lives in
every hue Christless eyes have never see.” Suddenly the
banker gave a strange gasp and [he] fell into the evangelist’s
arms—DEAD! He had been saved on the very brink of
eternity.

What if Paul Rader had delayed or failed to stress the
urgent need of turning to the Lord immediately? Do you have
a soul-winner’s heart?

(from Our Daily Bread, date unknown)

Father, we come to You and we realize that Jesus Christ,
when He went back to heaven, had no other plan than that
those twelve men would share the message with the world.
And that message has come down to us today. Father, thank
You that there have been faithful men and women before us
who have proclaimed the truth of the gospel and men and
women’s lives have been changed. We pray if there’s someone
without Jesus Christ, they’ll come to know Him in a personal
way. Thank You for the privilege of studying Your Word. May
we be edified and built up in the faith as a result of this
passage. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:

Running to Win

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

STtunpY NUMBER TWELVE — 1 CORINTHIANS 9:1-23

v. 1 Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our
Lord? Are you not my work in the Lord?

v. 2 If to others I am not an apostle, at least I am to you; for you
are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.

v. 3 This i1s my defense to those who are investigating me:

v. 4 Are we not having a right to eat and drink?

v. 5 Are we not having a right to take along a believing wife, even
as the rest of the apostles, and the brothers of the Lord, and
Cephas?

v. 6 Or are only Barnabas and I not having a right to refrain from
working?

v. 7 Who at any time is serving as a soldier at his own expense?
Who is planting a vineyard and is not eating the fruit of it? Or who
is shepherding a flock and is not using the milk of the flock?

v. 8 I am not speaking these things according to human judgment,
am I? Or is not the law also saying these things?

v. 9 For it has been written in the law of Moses, “You shall not
muzzle the ox while he is threshing.” Oxen are not a concern to
God, are they?

v. 10 Or 1s He speaking altogether for our sake? Yes, for our sake it
was written, that he who is ploughing ought to be ploughing in
hope, and he who is threshing ought to be threshing in hope of
sharing the crops.

v. 11 If we sowed spiritual things in you, is it too much if we shall
reap material things from you?
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v. 12 If others are sharing the right over you, do we not more?
Nevertheless we did not make use of this right, but we are putting
up with all things in order that we may cause no hindrance to the
gospel of Christ.

v. 13 Are you not knowing that those who are performing sacred
services are eating the food of the temple, and those who are
attending regularly to the altar are having their share with the
altar?

v. 14 In the same manner also the Lord directed those who are
proclaiming the good news to be deriving their living from the
good news.

v. 15 But I have used none of these things. And I am not writing
these things in order that in this manner it should be done in my
case; for it would be better for me to die than have any man make
my boast an empty one.

v. 16 For if I am preaching the good news, there is nothing for me
to boast about, for I am under compulsion; for woe is me if I do not
proclaim the good news.

v. 17 For if I am doing this voluntarily, I am having a reward; but
if against my will, I have a stewardship entrusted to me.

v. 18 What then is my reward? That when I am proclaiming the
good news I may give out the good news without charge, so as not
to make full use of my right in the gospel.

v. 19 For, being free from all men, I make myself a slave to all in
order that I might win the more.

v. 20 And to the Jews I became as a Jew, in order that I might win
Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the Law, though
not being myself under the Law, in order that I might win those
who are under the Law;

v. 21 to those who are without law, as being without law, though
not being without the law of God but under the law of Christ, that
I might win those who are without law.

v. 22 To those who are weak, I became as one who 1s weak, in order
that I might win those who are weak; I have become all things to
all men in order that I may by all means save some.

v. 23 And I am doing all things for the sake of the good news in
order that I may become a fellow partaker of it.
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QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Corinthians 9:1-23 and in your own words pull
out the main thought of this passage.

2. Why does Paul say that the Corinthians are a seal of
this apostleship in verse 27

3. What 1s the meaning of the quotation from the Old
Testament in verse 9?

4. What does Paul mean by the question in verse 117

5. What has the Lord directed, according to verse 14?
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6. What 1s Paul’s primary concern, according to verse 16?

7. What 1s Paul’s strategy of evangelism as it is outlined in

verses 20-227?

8. What 1s Paul’s primary motivation in everything that he
does, according to verse 237

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?
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LLESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: Paul manifests his love by voluntarily
surrendering his rights.

LESSON #2: Paul says in the ministry we should sow
spiritual things and reap material things.

LESSON #3: It 1s Paul’s choice to put up with things rather
than make use of his rights.

LESSON #4: It 1s the Lord’s direction that those who are
proclaiming the Good News should be “deriving their living
from the Good News.”

LESSON #5: Paul gets more satisfaction in preaching the
gospel free of charge than in receiving the gift due him
from his ministry.

LESSON #6: Paul becomes a servant to everybody in order
that he “might win the more.”

LESSON #7: Serving others and building a relationship is the
way to an effective witness.
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LESSON #8: Paul met people where they were in order to win
them to Christ.

LESSON #9: Paul became “all things to all men in order that
he may by all means save some.”

LESSON #10: What rights are you giving up for the cause of
Christ, and how are you being an effective witness?
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