A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:
Running to Win

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

Study Number Sixteen — 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

This little story illustrates the reason that we have so many
problems when we get to 1 Corinthians 12:

(Eating Problems for Breakfast: A Simple, Creative Approach
to Solving Any Problem by Tim Hansel)

An English woman looking for a room in Switzerland
asked the schoolmaster of the village where she wanted to live
to help her. After finding a place that suited her, she returned
to London for her baggage. Once there, however, she
remembered that she hadn’t asked about a bathroom, or [a]
“water closet,” as she called it. So she wrote the village
schoolmaster with her question, referring to these facilities in
her letter as a “WC.”

The schoolmaster, puzzled by these initials, sought the
help of a parish priest. The priest decided the woman must be
asking about a wayside chapel.

You can imagine the woman’s confusion when she
received the following letter from the schoolmaster:

Dear Madam:



I regret very much the delay in answering your letter. But
I now take the pleasure in informing you that a “WC” is
located about 9 miles from the house, 1n the center of a
beautiful grove of trees. It 1s capable of seating 250 people at a
time. It 1s open Tuesday, Thursday, and Sunday each week. I
admait 1t 1s quite a distance away if you are in the habit of
going regularly, but no doubt you will be pleased to know that
a great number take their lunches along and make a day of it.
They usually arrive early and stay late.

The last time my wife and I went was [about] six years
ago. It was so crowded we had to stand the whole time we
were there. It may interest you to know that there is a supper
being planned to raise money to buy more seats. Likewise, it
may interest you to know that my daughter met her husband
the first time in the “WC,” and they were later married in the
“WC.”

I would like to say it pains me very much not to be able to
go more regularly, but 1t 1s surely no lack of desire on my part.
As we grow older, it seems to be more of an effort, particularly
in cold weather. If you should decide to come for a visit,
perhaps I could go with you the first time you go, sit with you,
and introduce you to all the other folks. Remember, this is a
friendly community.

Yours truly
The Schoolmaster
pp. 106-7

The seriousness of 1 Corinthians 12, 13 and 14 1s we move
into a new section of the Scripture dealing with a different
problem. And the problem has to center around a subject
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called SPIRITUAL GIFTS.

And the confrontation is incredible. The thing that makes this
hurt so bad 1s this 1s among brothers and sisters. We're going
to spend eternity with these people. Now if we have this as
our persuasion, we need to understand before we even start
we love each other as a brother and sister in Christ. But we
have to be faithful to teaching the Word of God as it’s
understood.

It 1s really an amazing thing, when meeting people from all
kinds of backgrounds, the responses to some of these things
when there is a disagreement. And the disagreement is
basically we haven’t communicated. We haven’t really learned
what a “WC” really 1s. And as a result, i1t’s created horrendous
havoc.

Our prayer 1s that God would cause us to recognize that
chapter 13 on love 1s in the middle of these two very
controversial chapters. Why 1s it that we have brothers and
sisters in the body of Christ fighting over these things so
adamantly on both sides?

Basically it i1s this, those who have problems with 1
Corinthians 12, 13 and 14 are those who come with an
experience and want to prove their experience in the
Scripture. Whereas others would want to come to the
Scripture and let 1t speak for itself and let the experience take
care of itself. And so we’re coming at it from a totally different
background.



Now having said that, let’s remember where we’ve been. We
have covered a lot of territory. We're nearly through 1
Corinthians.

In study #1 we talked about the divisions in the church.

In study #2 they were living by the wisdom of the world rather
than the wisdom of God.

In chapter 3 they were still living in the flesh rather than the
spirit. They were babies in Christ.

In chapter 4 they didn’t understand the ministry. They didn’t
realize that the ministry involves servants and flight

attendants.

In chapter 5 they had a problem with immorality in the
church.

In chapter 6 they were going to law courts with one another.

In chapter 7 they were all upset about marriage. We talked
about sex, marriage, divorce and the single life.

In chapter 8—meat offered to idols.

In chapter 9—giving up our rights to be an evangelist to reach
others.



In chapter 10—the horrible fear of being disqualified of any
reward at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

And in our last study we talked about TWO THINGS. We
talked about:

1. WOMEN’S HAIR and headship.

2. The LORD’S TABLE and some of the things they were
doing incorrectly in celebrating taking of the bread and taking
of the cup.

Now if we took chapters 12, 13 and 14, he’s focusing on the
problem of SPIRITUAL GIFTS.

In chapter 15—the doctrine of the Resurrection.
In chapter 16—he wraps it up with a few practical things.

It’s really important to recognize that the possession of a
spiritual gift has nothing to do with our spirituality. Now if we
can get that across right now, it’s going to sort out a whole lot
of things and free so many from some guilt—possibly.

The possession of our spiritual gift has nothing to do with our
spirituality. If it did, the Corinthian church would be the most
spiritual church in the New Testament. They were the ones
who had more trouble with spiritual gifts than any other
church and yet they’re the most carnal and divided church. So
1t has nothing to do with one’s spiritual life and spirituality.
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Now be praying that God will open our minds and hearts to
this and that we’ll be able to communicate effectively.

v. 1 Now concerning the spiritual gifts, brethren, I am
not wanting you to be unaware.

“Now concerning the spiritual gifts, brethren, I am not
wanting you to be unaware.”

The little word “Now concerning” is our KEY PHRASE.
Remember?

Whenever we see “Now concerning” it makes us aware of
Paul’s writing from a list.

“Now concerning...marriage.”
“Now concerning...meat offered to 1dols.”
“Now concerning...spiritual gifts.”

He’s changing the subject. He’s writing from his list dealing
with the problem of spiritual gifts in the church.

Now the first thing we’re asking is:
What are spiritual gifts?

Like what is the “WC”? What are spiritual gifts?
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First of all we need to recognize that they are gifts. Our
salvation is a gift, right? We receive Jesus Christ as Savior—
that’s a gift. And everything we get comes from having
received Jesus Christ—that great gift.

But with Him also comes a spiritual gift or gifts. We have
absolutely nothing of value until we receive Jesus Christ.

So what are spiritual gifts?

Spiritual gifts are TOOLS for our MINISTRY. God never
intended the body of Christ to be made up of one person who'’s
active and everybody else who’s sitting around watching it
happen.

God designed the body of Christ so that each of us would
exercise our “spiritual gifts” for the edification of others.

Like a carpenter has his tools—hammer, saw, file, square.
When we work we have tools for our trade. When we become a
Christian we are given spiritual gifts in order to have tools for
our ministry in the body of Christ.

Now 1s 1t possible to be a Christian and have a spiritual gift
and not know what it 1s?

If we're functioning with our spiritual gift, then others are
going to be edified and built up, encouraged and exhorted in
the faith. That’s the way spiritual gifts work.
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Spiritual gifts have nothing to do with our spirituality. It has
nothing to do with us. We are simply a channel for the usage
of our spiritual gift to the edification of the body of Christ. And
the spiritual gift always POINTS OUTWARD and it’s our tool

or tools for ministry.

When we were born we were given natural talents. Some of us
are fluid and coordinated and can play tennis and racquetball
and do all of that. And some of us have other talents and
abilities. Those came with the territory when we were born
physically into our family.

When we were born again by the Spirit into God’s family, we
were given a spiritual gift or gifts in order to function in the
body of Christ. So a spiritual gift is:

A Spirit-given ability, which acts as a channel through which
the Spirit ministers to others through us.

And so we all have them. Now is it possible for us not to know
what our spiritual gift is? You better believe it.

Paul told Timothy in 1 Timothy “don’t neglect your spiritual
gift.” (ref. 1 Timothy 4:14)

It’s very possible that we could be wasting some time, kind of

sitting around waiting for it to happen and it isn’t going to

happen because we've already got it. And the spiritual gift is

there. We aren’t aware of it, haven’t discovered 1t, and aren’t
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exercising it. And we’ll be held accountable for it.

Down on one of the bottom lines on our computer print-out at
the Judgment Seat of Christ 1s going to be a spiritual gift dah-
da-dah, how we used it. That’s going to be part of it where
we’re examined up there.

So the gift that we have been given has nothing to do to
produce spirituality or Christian maturity. It is a
supernatural provision by the Spirit of God so that we can
minister to the body of Christ.

A spiritual gift now, always POINTS OUTWARD. It never
points inward.

We’re not better because we have our spiritual gift. We're not
more spiritual because we have our spiritual gift. It always
points outward.

And it does TWO THINGS. When it’s properly exercised, it:
1. EDIFIES and
2. EVANGELIZES.

It EDIFIES the brothers and sisters and it EVANGELIZES
those who aren’t. So if we're using it correctly, there’s nothing
to do with us. It’s simply that we’re using it to edify others and
1t 1s our gift to the body of Christ to function with that
spiritual gift.



Now the real problem in Corinth is not that they don’t know
about spiritual gifts, it’s just that they don’t know how to use
them. So he says:

“Now concerning spiritual gifts, I don’t want you unaware
brethren.”

So they are brothers and sisters—verse 2.

v. 2 You are knowing that when you were pagans, you
were led astray to the dumb idols, as often as you
were led.

“You are knowing that when you were pagans, you were led
astray to the dumb i1dols, as often as you were led.”

Three times the little word “were” 1s POINTING to their
PAST.

Why does he point to their past? Because it’s possible to have
experiences from two different sources.

There can be a real experience in satanic worship. There can
be a real knock-down drag-out, frenzied activity around some

fire dancing to an idol.

And he said, “Y’all were like that ‘when you were pagans, you
were led astray to dumb idols.”
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That little word “led astray” is the key to the whole problem in
Corinth. They’'ve been “led astray” in the way they're using
their spiritual gifts and that’s the problem, and they need
some 1nstruction.

First of all, before they were Christians they “were led astray”
to their impulses rather than to reality as they were
worshiping these “dumb idols.”

Isaiah 53:6

All we, like sheep, have gone astray,
we’ve turned everyone to his own way;
and the Lord has laid on him

the 1iniquity of us all.

So the KEY WORD 1s “led astray.” If we’ll understand the
Corinthian problem right at the beginning, that they are not
using them properly and that they’ve been “led astray” from it,
and there 1s an influence of their heathen background coming
into play, it’ll help all the rest of the verses come alive.

v. 3 Therefore, I am making known to you, that no one
speaking by the Spirit of God is saying, “Jesus is
accursed”; and no one is able to say, “Jesus is
Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.

“Therefore,”—now this 1s the end of the INTRODUCTION.

“Therefore, I am making known to you, that no one speaking
11



by the Spirit of God is saying, ‘Jesus is accursed’; and no one is
able to say, ‘Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.”

Now why does he say that? Because of the two different
sources of spiritual experience.

How 1s it possible for somebody sitting in a congregation and
saying, “Jesus 1s accursed”?

Well a Jew could say that because they reject Jesus as the
Messiah. And so it could be that there were some experiences
in the congregation where there were Jews who were sitting
there in the congregation and who were repulsed at the name
of Jesus and would say “Jesus 1s accursed.”

We can’t say that by the Spirit of God. But now let’s make it
practical.

How can we say “Jesus is accursed”? The only way we can do
that 1s by saying that we didn’t get everything we needed
when we got Jesus and we have to have something more.

Now there 1s verification for that in Galatians 1. Paul says to
the Galatians—because they were trying to have Jesus plus
the Law: “let anybody be accursed who would preach a gospel
different from our gospel.” (see Galatians 1:6-9)

Our Gospel 1s that when we get Jesus Christ, we get
everything we need. We have eternal life and everything
comes with that package—it’s all in Jesus Christ.
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But to say we have to have something else to make us more
spiritual—it has to be Jesus plus the Spirit, it has to be Jesus
plus anything—means that Jesus is really accursed. He’s
secondary. He 1s not primary in the relationship, nor is He
adequate.

Now he also says, “no one is able to say, ‘Jesus 1s Lord,” except
by the Holy Spirit.”

We have the cynics in the crowd that say, “Well, I can say
Jesus 1s Lord, Jesus 1s Lord, Jesus 1s Lord.” And the Lord
knows human nature. It’s possible to say that, isn’t it?

And Jesus said, “Many will say unto me in that day, ‘Lord,
Lord, haven’t we done many wonderful things?” And I'll say,
‘Depart from Me, I never knew you.” (ref. Matthew 7:22)

It 1s never possible for us to really say “Jesus is Lord” and
“He’s my Lord and He’s Lord over my life,” except from an
awareness of the Spirit of God—Dbecause the Spirit of God
always points to Jesus.

When we have the focus anywhere else but on Jesus Christ,
we're not focusing on truth. It is the function of the Spirit of
God always to glorify Jesus Christ and not himself.

Probably the greatest illustration of the relationship of the
Trinity in all of this is the same relationship that John the
Baptist had to Jesus.
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John the Baptist said, “You know I'm just a voice crying in the
wilderness.” He said, “I’'m not the bridegroom. I'm just a friend
of the bridegroom.” He said, “Jesus Christ must be continually
be increasing and I must be decreasing.”

It 1s the Spirit’s function in the Trinity to portray the glories of
Jesus Christ and point everyone and everything to Him! The
Spirit delights to give glimpses of Christ, transcended glory.
And the focus of all New Testament genuine spiritual
experience 1s in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.

“no one 1s able to say, ‘Jesus 1s Lord,” except by the Spirit of

God.”

We don’t want to depreciate the person of the Lord Jesus. It is
the Spirit’s function to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ.

Colossians 2:9, 10

For in Him [Christ] all the fullness of Deity dwells in a bodily
form, and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the
head over all rule and authority.

Are we growing as fast as we want to in our Christian life?
The answer to that 1s: Is Jesus Christ Lord? The more He
takes over 1n our life and the more submissive we are to His

Lordship, the faster we're going to grow in our relationship to
the Lord.
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2 Corinthians 3:18

We all, with unveiled face behold as in a mirror the glory of
the Lord, are being transformed into the self-same imagine...

It’s hastened by our obedience and our submission.
One writer said it so well:

“It 1s not a question of me getting more of Him, but Him
getting more of me.”
(source unknown)

As we are submissive to the Spirit of God, He’s making us
more like Jesus Christ.

One hymn writer put it this way:

O for a hear to praise my God,

To make 1t now His throne,

Where only Christ is heard to speak,
Where Jesus reigns alone!

(source unknown)

There are two verses in 2 Corinthians 11 that show us the
critical nature of this problem:

2 Corinthians 11:3, 4

I am fearing, lest by any means as the serpent deceived Even
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by his craftiness, your minds should be led astray from the
simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. For if indeed one is
coming and is preaching another Jesus whom we have not
preached, or you are receiving a different gospel which you
have not accepted, you are putting up with it well enough.

The whole concern of Paul for the Corinthians was that they’d
be led astray from the purity and the simplicity of Christ.

If we're focused on our eternal destiny and our salvation 1s
anywhere but in Jesus Christ, we're going to have a rude
awakening one of these days.

It’s not our human works, 1t’s not our church membership, it’s
not some special experience that we've had in the Spirit, it’s
our personal relationship to Jesus Christ because Jesus Christ
1s going to get all the glory.

Every knee 1s going to bow and every tongue 1s going to
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the
Father. (see Romans 14:11)

This statement was written by someone and it’s fantastic:
The fact that Christ is the Lord of my life is the single

most important thing that could, or has happened to me. My

whole life has changed since He came into my heart. I trust

Him and rely on Him to keep my paths straight, because 1

know He loves me, beyond my understanding.

(source unknown)
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And that’s what Paul’s saying. When it comes right down to
the 1ssue, we need to quit fighting over the gifts of the Spirit
and come back to the basic issue: Is Jesus Christ Lord of our
life? And are we focusing on Him?

Now when you get to verse 4, down to the end of verse 11,
Paul 1s going to talk about varieties of gifts, but the same

Spirit—TWO WORDS:
1. VARIETIES and
2. SAME—will carry us through these verses.

He wants to show us that there are lots of varieties, but
there’s only one Spirit back of all of it.

v. 4 Now there are varieties of spiritual gifts, but the
same Spirit.

“Now there are varieties of spiritual gifts, but the same
Spirit.”

All this has to do with public worship like in chapter 11, so it
does here in chapter 12.

It’s the UNITY of all of this in the midst of the variety that
he’s going to talk about.

“there are varieties of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit.”
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Now it’s very important for us to recognize we are living in a
day when there are lots of people who are not using their
spiritual gifts. And that is a stewardship.

Elton Trueblood said it well in the company of the committed
when he said this:

(Your Work Matters to God by Doug Sherman and William
Hendricks)

In the first Reformation the Word of God was given to the
people. And he says it’s time today for a second Reformation
when the work of God 1s given back to the people of God.

p. 57 (paraphrased)

And i1t’s not just a few who are serving, but that everybody’s
involved. And he goes on to say this:

(Your Work Matters to God by Doug Sherman and William
Hendricks)

A distinctive lifestyle. Moreover, I think we might find
more non-Christians turning to Christ if we as Christians
concentrated considerably more on a God-honoring lifestyle
than simply on evangelistic strategies. Obviously we need
both. But I think we are shooting ourselves in the foot if we
try to witness apart from [a] Christlike conduct.

p. 70

And he’s saying we are the ones that can reach them! We're
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living with them! We’re involved with them!

Are we building bridges and reaching them for Christ because
we're giving with those abilities?

It 1s the same Spirit who is giving the gifts. The minute we
come to know Christ, the Holy Spirit comes to dwell within us
and we are also given a spiritual gift or gifts.

Now look at verse 5.

What’s interesting about 4, 5 and 6 1s we have the Trinity
here. They’re all involved 1in this.

v. 5 And there are varieties of ministries, and the same
Lord.

“And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord.”

Okay we have the SPIRIT in verse 4, the LORD in verse 5 and
GOD the Father in verse 6.

Now what does the Lord do? After we have been gifted by the
Spirit, the Lord assigns our place of ministry.

That’s altogether fitting that the Lord, who 1s the head, would
assign the functions—the various functions of the body where
they need to function.

The Spirit of God gives the gift, but the Lord is the One who
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assigns our place of ministry where we are functioning with
that spiritual gift.

And then the TOOLS in the ministry have been given for us
for others, and the Lord assigns where it’s going to be used.

Now here’s a great verse on that:

1 Peter 4:10

As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving
one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

See there 1t 1s. Each of us has received 1it.

Now exercise 1t for the benefit of others, and the “manifold
grace of God.”

Now here comes the FATHER—verse 6.

v. 6 And there are varieties of activities, but the same
God who is working all things in all persons.

“And there are varieties of activities, but the same God who 1s
working all things in all persons.”

Isn’t that neat? What that tells us is:

the SPIRIT gives a GIFT,
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the LORD assigns our PLACE of ministry, and
the FATHER turns the POWER on.
He provides the RESOURCES to function with that.

The power of God 1s available to energize and to function with
our gift for the glory of God.

Romans 8:28

God 1s working all things together for good...

He’s working all the events in our lives together for good. But
1sn’t it neat to know that God is working all things in all
persons? He’s providing the power to cope and to handle.

The Spirit of God gives the gift,

the Lord assigns the place of ministry, and

the Father is the One who turns on the power that the gift
might be used.

We have two statements that are key:
1. the first one 1s verse 7 and
2. the second one 1s verse 11.
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We really have to deal with this in view of what we're facing
in the present charismatic phenomenon.

v. 7 But to each one is being given the manifestation of
the Spirit for the common good.

“But to each one is being given the manifestation of the Spirit
for the common good.”

Now there are some phrases there we need to look at:

“to each one”—nobody is left out. We don’t come into God’s
family and seek and tarry and beg and plead and get some
spiritual gift after we become a Christian.

And so “to each one 1s being given”—it’s a GIFT.

“the manifestation of the Spirit"—that’s the same term for
spiritual gift. And why was it given?

REASON—*for the common good.”

It 1s for everybody else. Nobody is passed over in the realm of
spiritual gifts. There are no exceptions. Everybody is given
one and they always point outward to others.

The gift has nothing to do with the MAN, but his MINISTRY.
It has nothing to do with the WOMAN, but with her WORK
for the glory of God and to the glory and praise of Jesus
Christ.
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So everybody 1s involved.
“Whom God sends He employs, for He sends no one to be idle.”
(source unknown)

“Many people have the right aim in life. But they never get
around to pulling the trigger,” another writer said.
(source unknown)

And that’s a person with a spiritual gift but never uses it.

Because we are not functioning with our spiritual gifts in the
body of Christ today, we are literally destroying the potential
of some real good ministry.

There are mountains of books being written to ministers who
are throwing in the towel right and left. There are ministers
today leaving the ministry, dropping like flies. Not just
because of immorality and money considerations and things
like that, but simply because they’re just terribly discouraged.

There’s a whole series of books now called “The Leadership
Library” dealing with some of these issues.

One of them was called Secrets of Staying Power. Overcoming
the Discouragement of Ministry is the subtitle. And here’s just
a few statements to show why as believers when we’re failing
to use our spiritual gift, we put all the pressure on the
individual who’s trying to lead the flock.
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(Secrets of Staving Power: Overcoming the Discouragement of
Ministry by Kevin A. Miller)

Sometimes ministers feel like Linus when he said of his
security blanket, “[There’s] Only one yard of outing flannel
between me and a nervous breakdown.”

p. 122

(Secrets of Staying Power: Overcoming the Discouragement of
Ministry by Kevin A. Miller)

A preacher’s biggest problem is how to toughen his hide
without hardening his heart. —Vance Havner
p. 77

... the few physical factors—what one pastor calls [the] “body,
buck, and brick” [syndrome]—always receive extra, and often
undue, attention. “Look at the speakers and the leaders for
any ministerial gathering or church conference,” says this
pastor who 1s frustrated by his lack of growth. “The speaker 1s
always someone who 1s a ‘minister of a 4,000-member First
Church, who six months ago had only twenty members.” You
begin to wonder what’s wrong with you, even if nothing is said
outright.”

p. 62 (paraphrase)

And then this 1s another one:

(Secrets of Staying Power: Overcoming the Discouragement of
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Ministry by Kevin A. Miller)

A sluggish group of people makes you feel like Butch
Cassidy when he said to the Sundance Kid, “I have vision, but
the rest of the world 1s wearing bifocals.” Someone from
outside can keep that vision clear. When you’re tempted to put
on “bifocals” just to survive, when you begin to doubt your
capability as a minister, it’s time to talk with a friend. “I have
a rather large long-distance bill.”

p. 61 (paraphrase)

Why is that true? It’s exactly the same thing that Bud
Wilkinson said when he was interviewed after Oklahoma had
won about 40-something games in a row. Is football
contributing to the physical fitness of the country? And he
said, “Absolutely not. Because when you’ve got 22 men on the
field, desperately needing rest and 50,000 people in the stands
desperately needing exercise, how can you say that football 1s
contributing to the physical fitness of the country?”

(source unknown)

That 1s the most graphic picture of the church! We have one
guy up front desperately needing rest, and 300 people in the
audience desperately needing exercise, using the spiritual
gifts God has given them for ministry! But they've never been
taught that and so they don’t function in the body of Christ
like they should.

They can sing “Standing on the Promises” but they're sitting
on the premises!
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God never gave us a season ticket to come into the
grandstands of the game of life and sit around and watch it
happen! He meant for every one of us to be on the front line,
not the sideline! And to be involved in some kind of ministry—
each one of us.

Now look at verse 8.

What he’s going to do here 1s give us a few choice little
pickings of spiritual gifts. This is not a complete list, okay? If
we want to know where the spiritual gifts are, all we have to
do 1s remember 12 and 4. Isn’t that easy?

Romans 12—1 Corinthians 12—Ephesians 4—1 Peter 4. There
are four passages.

1 Corinthians 12—there’s some more down later in this
passage.

And Romans 12, and then 1 Peter 4 and Ephesians 4 have the
rest of them. And we have the list of spiritual gifts.

It’s kind of like Christmastime as the gifts are given.

Now here in verses 8-10 there are nine of them that are listed
for us.
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v. 8 For to one is being given the word of wisdom
through the Spirit, and to another the word of
knowledge according to the same Spirit;

“For to one 1s being given the word of wisdom through the
Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the

same Spirit;”

Notice the phrase “being given.” They are GIFTS and what’s
listed here, first of all, 1s:

1. “the word of wisdom” and
2.  “to another the word of knowledge.”
Now some guys have taken all four of those lists and they've

come up with FIFTEEN SPIRITUAL GIFTS as a total. They
have:

SIGN gifts,
SPEAKING gifts, and

SERVING gifts.

And we’ll get into that more and more in the later part of the
studies on 1 Corinthians.

What does he mean when he says somebody has “the word of
wisdom”?
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The “word of wisdom” is somebody who can take the principles
of the Scripture and apply them to life. Ever been around
people like that who can take a verse of Scripture and they
apply 1t so quickly? Maybe they've memorized it and we never
thought of it in that way but it fits. That’s a “word of wisdom.”

“word of knowledge”—this 1s somebody who can study the
Word of God and hammer it out and get 1t down to where we
live.

God gives those kinds of gifts in the body of Christ for the
benefit of the rest of us.

v. 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another
gifts of healings by the one Spirit,

“to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of
healings by the one Spirit,”

We have two more gifts here in this one and then we’ll have
five in verse 10 to give us nine of them.

What does he mean when he says “to another faith”? Don’t we
all have faith? Yes—when we receive Jesus. But ever been
around anybody who has super abundant faith?

George Mueller was one of the great ones. He could come into

a breakfast table with a bunch of hungry orphans and he

doesn’t have anything prepared in the kitchen and sit down
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and thank God for the breakfast they're going to receive. And
when he says Amen, somebody knocks at the door and it’s the
milk wagon that broke down and there’s their breakfast.

That’s the way that guy lived. He literally lived by faith,
trusting God to supply his needs.

This 1s somebody who has that unique ability to just apply the
faith to practical areas of life and 1t’s always a blessing to
everybody in the body of Christ.

“to another gifts of healings by the one Spirit”
Don Anderson shared his opinion on the subject of healing:

I don’t believe that the gift of healing is available today. Now I
do believe in healing okay. And there 1s a difference.

If somebody had the gift of healing today, he would be able to
heal, just like Paul raised Eutychus from the dead after he fell
out of the third story window when he slept in the Bible class.
Remember and fell out and hit the ground? And Paul went
down and raised him from the dead. The healing would be
instantaneous, 1t would be complete and it would be
permanent.

And everything—if you just took those three tests and played

1t against any of these professional healers today, they are not

going to make it on that. A professional healer today takes it

off the act of healing and puts it on the individual and says, “If
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you fail it’s because you didn’t have enough faith.”

I don’t see that. The Lord Jesus had the gift of healing. He
could heal individuals. So did the apostle Paul. But I do
believe that God heals.

There were certain spiritual gifts that were given right at the
time of the ministry of the early church that I believe have
passed off the scene. And that doesn’t mean that we’re any
less than they were.

(source unknown)

Remember when the children of Israel in Joshua 5 came into
the land? What happened? The first day they ate the corn of
the land, what happened? The manna stopped. (see Joshua
5:11, 12)

Does that mean that they’re not as spiritual as they were? No,
the manna was given for their trek through the wilderness
and when they got into the land and they’re eating the corn of
the land, the manna stopped. That doesn’t mean they're any
less spiritual.

And there were signs and there were miracles and there were
healings and these things in the early church. But they passed
away. That doesn’t mean that they're any different than we
are or that we’re any less than they were.

The key to the whole thing is the sovereignty of God.
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Paul himself had a thorn in his flesh. He begged that God
would free him from that but he had to endure it. He had
Trophimus and Epaphroditus right on the brink of death and
wasn’t able to do anything except pray for them and trust God
to allow their lives to prolong.

So what do we do? The biggest thing we can do 1s accept
whatever God allows and then ask God to give us the grace to
live with i1t. And if He wants to take it away by some
miraculous healing, that would be wonderful, because He’s
going to get a lot of glory out of that. But if He doesn’t want to
then we just have to learn to accept whatever He allows.

One of the best books on this 1s Grace Grows Best in Winter by
Margaret Clarkson. This 1s a poem that she puts in there:

(Grace Grows Best in Winter: Help for Those Who Must Suffer
by Margaret Clarkson)

O for a faith that will not shrink
Tho pressed by many a foe,

That will not tremble on the brink
Of any earthly woe;

That will not murmur nor complain
Beneath the chast’ning rod,
But in the hour of grief or pain
Can lean upon its God,;

A faith that shines more bright and clear
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When tempest rage without,
That, when in danger, knows no fear,
In darkness feels no doubt;

A faith that keeps the narrow way
Till life’s last spark is fled,
And with a pure and heavenly ray

Lights up a dying bed,;

Lord, give me such a faith as this,
And then, whate’er may come,
I'll taste e’en now the hallowed bliss

Of an eternal home.
p. 24

She learned the principle of accepting a sovereign God in
control of the events of lives and that He does know what’s
best.

v. 10 and to another the working of miracles, and to
another prophecy, and to another the
distinguishing between spirits, to another various
kinds of languages, and to another the translation
of languages.

“to another the working of miracles, and to another prophecy,
and to another the distinguishing between spirits, to another
various kinds of languages, and to another the translation of
languages.”
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There are:

5. “the working of miracles” there as the fifth one,

6. “and to another prophecy”—of course this is preaching.
7. “to another the distinguishing between spirits.”
That’s:

1 John 4:1

Beloved do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits...

8. “to another various kinds of languages”™—or they call this
the gift of tongues. It 1s speaking in an unknown language.

Luke in the book of Acts uses the very same word that Paul
does here in Corinthians. It was obviously languages at the
day of Pentecost and here it is in the Corinthian epistle.

And there are reasons for that and there’s lots of exposition on
that in the rest of the chapter, because that was one of the big

problems in Corinth.

9. “and to another the translation of languages.”—we have
to have somebody interpret it.

Now here comes our second statement.
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v. 11 But one and the same Spirit is operating all these
things, distributing to each individually as He is
desiring.

“But one and the same Spirit is operating all these things,
distributing to each individually as He is desiring.”

Meditate on the ramifications of that for just a second.

It’s “one and the same Spirit.”

It’s “operating all these [gifts].”

And what’s he doing?

“[He’s] distributing to each individually’—everybody’s got one.
“as He 1s desiring.”

The Spirit of God grants the gifts as He sees fit! So we’re not
weird if we don’t have some particular gift!

God’s Spirit gave us the gift or gifts we have and we glory in
them when we magnify Jesus. And we don’t feel guilty
because we don’t have some gift that somebody else has,
whether they’re even in existence today or not.

It’s each individually as He—the Spirit of God—is desiring.

Ruth Harms Calkin really hits it once in a while:
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(Lord, I Just Keep Running in Circles by Ruth Harms Calkin)

Lord

I'm always smashing into a brick wall
In my battle with time and energy.

I want to serve You, dear God

But I'm not always sure of my motives.
Am I fooling myself?

Is much of my dashing and rushing

A subconscious effort to impress?

How can I let myself relax and not feel guilty?
Over and over again I'm plagued

With deep emotional fatigue.

Should I ask for more physical energy?
I desperately need Your help, Lord.
How shall I sort [out] my priorities?

[And the Lord says:]

Dear child

Please leave something
For Me to do.

p. 12

The whole thing is we get so frustrated and involved in
activity instead of discovering how God wants to use us and
function with that spiritual gift to the glory of God and to the
edification of the church, the believers and the evangelization
of the world. God will use our gift or gifts.
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Isn’t it interesting that Paul doesn’t make any mention here
about the gift of help and giving? Those gifts are there. But
those are the gifts behind the scenes. In Corinth we have a
whole bunch of chiefs and not very many Indians. People who
are faithful with their gift behind the scenes is not an issue
here, because people got help, but they don’t get any press for
1t. They're just faithful.

Our Daily Bread used the illustration of the bees and this was
fabulous because this i1s the way God designed the body of
Christ. And here’s a picture from nature:

Do you know what it takes to make a church work well?
Some of the same kind of God-given design and purpose that
makes a beehive work well. The honeybee has one of the most
highly developed social structures in the animal kingdom. AT
the heart of the hive, which may house as many as 80,000
bees, is the queen bee. Without her, the colony has no future.
But the 80,000 don’t just sit around watching their queen.
Each bee has a specialized duty to fulfill. Some are forager
bees who encounter the perils of the outside world in order to
collect food. Guard bees protect the hive entrance from
intruders. But even more specialized functions are being
performed. Scientists have recently learned that a few bees
serve as undertakers; they are responsible for removing dead
bodies from the hive. And other bees are water collectors
[which] bring in moisture to regulate [the] humidity. In
addition, plasterers make a kind of cement to repair the hive,
and scent fanners station themselves at the entrance and fan
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the scent outward to signal the location of the colony to [the]
lost or disoriented bees. Another kind of bee, the scout, keeps
the hive alerted to opportunities and dangers in the outside
world. The variety and specialization of the worker bees seems
endless.

(source unknown)

And that’s the way God designed the body of Christ to
function together like that.

Now here are the lessons we get out of the study.

Lesson #1: Spiritual gifts are sovereignly given and not to be
sought or prayed for.

Lesson #2: They are not connected with my spirituality but
are tools for my service in the body of Christ.

Lesson #3: Is Jesus Christ lord of your life?

Lesson #4: Do you know what your spiritual gift or gifts are?
And are you using them?

Lesson #5: We are going to be held accountable at the
judgment seat of Christ for the use of our spiritual gifts.

Lesson #6: Spiritual gifts are given to everybody at the point
of salvation.

Lesson #7: The Spirit gives the gift, the Son places us in the
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body where it can be used, and the Father provides the power
to function.

Lesson #8: The spiritual gift is for the edification of others.
Lesson #9: The Spirit of God gives the gifts “as He 1s desiring.”
Ruth Harms Calkin put it this way again:

(Lord, I Just Keep Running in Circles by Ruth Harms Calkin)

For so long, dear Lord

I have tried to fit You

Into my personal plans.

I've tried to crowd You in, somehow
Between my own chosen priorities.
Now at long last

I ask You to fit me into Your plans.
Mold me, teach me, use me

In whatever way [that] will honor You
O dear Lord

Give Yourself a magnificent reputation
In my God-planned life.

p. 136

Don’t try to fit Him in—Ilet Him fit you 1in.

There’s a very sobering story in Matthew 25 that Jesus told.

It’s the story of a man who went away, but before he left he

gave one of his servants 5 talents. He gave another one 2 and
38



he gave another one 1.

To the guy who had 5, he got 5 more. To the guy who had 2, he
got 2 more. But to the one who buried his, that one was taken
away and given to another. And he was terribly reproached
when he came back for the fact that he’d been unfaithful in his
stewardship. (see Matthew 25:14-29)

Now we don’t know whether we have five gifts or two gifts or
just one, but the hope is that as a result of the study we'’re
concerned enough about discovering it and beginning to
exercise 1t for the glory of God, the edification and evangelism,
the edification of the body of Christ, and the evangelism of the
world.

Father, we pause in these sobering moments of reflection and
ask that You would speak to us. If there’s someone without
Jesus Christ, we pray Your Holy Spirit will bring conviction
and draw them to Calvary and to a relationship with You. And
Father we pray, too, as believers that we would be freshly
motivated to have our part in the ministry. To take hold and
do what needs to be done. Father, thank You for that great
experience of Moses on the top of the mountain trying to hold
up the staff and his arms got tired. And Aaron and Hur came
along, one rolled up a stone so he could sit down and they both
held up his arms. And Joshua had the victory in the valley
over the enemy. Father, we pray that each of us would realize
that we are workers together in Your body and that each of us
are interdependent upon one another. As the bees are in the
beehive, so the members of our body function together in one
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beautiful unity, may we increasingly become aware of our gifts
and use them for the glory of God. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
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A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:

Running to Win

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

STUDY NUMBER SIXTEEN — 1 CORINTHIANS 12:1-11

v. 1 Now concerning the spiritual gifts, brethren, I am not wanting
you to be unaware.

v. 2 You are knowing that when you were pagans, you were led
astray to the dumb idols, as often as you were led.

v. 3 Therefore, I am making known to you, that no one speaking by
the Spirit of God is saying, “Jesus is accursed”’; and no one is able
to say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.

v. 4 Now there are varieties of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit.
v. 5 And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord.

v. 6 And there are varieties of activities, but the same God who 1s
working all things in all persons.

v. 7 But to each one is being given the manifestation of the Spirit
for the common good.

v. 8 For to one is being given the word of wisdom through the
Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same
Spirit;

v. 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of
healings by the one Spirit,

v. 10 and to another the working of miracles, and to another
prophecy, and to another the distinguishing between spirits, to
another various kinds of languages, and to another the translation
of languages.

v. 11 But one and the same Spirit is operating all these things,
distributing to each individually as He is desiring.
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QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 and in your own words pull
out the main thought of this passage.

2. What 1s Paul’s primary concern, according to verse 1?

3. What 1s Paul’s test outlined in verse 3?

4. What does Paul say about spiritual gifts in verse 4?

5. What does Paul say about spiritual gifts in verse 7 and
their function?
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6. Make a list of the spiritual gifts that are outlined in
verses 8-10.

7. Are there any of these gifts that you think are not operating
in the body of Christ today?

8. Describe the Spirit’s function in the gift process, according
to verse 11.

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: Spiritual gifts are sovereignly given and not to
be sought or prayed for.

LESSON #2: They are not connected with my spirituality but
are tools for my service in the body of Christ.

LESSON #3: Is Jesus Christ lord of your life?

LESSON #4: Do you know what your spiritual gift or gifts
are? And are you using them?

LESSON #5: We are going to be held accountable at the
judgment seat of Christ for the use of our spiritual gifts.

LESSON #6: Spiritual gifts are given to everybody at the
point of salvation.

LESSON #7: The Spirit gives the gift, the Son places us in the
body where it can be used, and the Father provides the
power to function.

LESSON #8: The spiritual gift is for the edification of others.

LESSON #9: The Spirit of God sovereignly distributes
spiritual gifts to each individual “as He is desiring.”
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