A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:
Running to Win

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

Study Number Seventeen — 1 Corinthians 12:12-31

There are two things that are very, very important:
1. We were born IN and FOR relationship.

We were born IN a relationship in that we were born into a
family. We were born FOR relationship—that’s the reason
God made us.

And that 1s a message that doesn’t sound very good to a nation
filled with a bunch of rugged individualists, but God has
created us with that in view.

Rebecca Manley Pippert wrote a little book called Out of the
Saltshaker and Into the World and she capsulizes it when she
says this:

(Out of the Saltshaker and Into the World by Rebecca Manley
Pippert)

The teaching that life is relationship did not begin with
Jesus. It 1s a fundamental biblical principle. To be 1s to be in
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relation to someone. The Trinity evidences this. In Genesis we
see that God sought relationship with us. Then he gave Adam
a mate because “it is not good that he man should be alone”
9Gen. 2:18). It 1s interesting to note that modern psychology is
turning away from seeing mental health in terms of solitary
individuals and viewing it in [the] terms of the adequacy of
human relationships.

p. 71

We are born IN and FOR relationship.

The second statement is:

2.  God 1s in sovereign control.

If anything happens to us that God doesn’t know about, then

He’s not sovereign. We can say with total confidence, God 1s
sovereign and in control.

Now hang onto the words RELATIONSHIP and
SOVEREIGNTY as we get ready to dig into this passage that
we're going to look at together.

Margaret Clarkson is a dear lady who’s suffered a lot. She has
a piece of work called “Sovereign Lord!”:

(Destined for Glory: The Meaning of Suffering by Margaret
Clarkson)

O Father, You are sovereign



In all the worlds You made;
Your mighty Word was spoken,
And light and life obeyed.
Your voice commands the seasons
And bounds the ocean’s shore,
Sets stars within their courses
And stills the tempests’ roar.

O Father, You are sovereign
In all affairs of man;
No powers of death or darkness
Can thwart Your perfect plan.
All chance and change transcending,
Supreme 1n time and space,
You hold Your trusting children
Secure 1in Your embrace.

O Father, You are sovereign,
The Lord of human pain,
Transmuting earthly sorrows
To gold of heavenly gain,
All evil overruling,
As none but Conqueror could,
Your love pursues its purpose—
Our souls’ eternal good.
p. Xil

Another writer put it this way:

“So narrow 1s our vision, so limited our view, that it’s sheer
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presumption to tell God what to do.”
(source unknown)

We can say that because of the critical nature of the passage
we're getting ready to look at. Probably the most controversial
passage in the whole of the New Testament is where we're
landing in this study. It’s controversial to the point where
people are livid in their anger over it.

When Paul writes to the Corinthian church, he’s writing to a
church that’s filled with all kinds of problems.

For instance, in chapter 1 they have four different preachers.
The church is literally quartered. There’s some who are for
Paul, some who are for Apollos, some who are for Peter and
some of them who are super-spiritual who are for Christ—
they’re going back to the original source. So we see the church
all divided in chapter 1.

In chapter 2 they're bringing the wisdom of the world. The
Greeks are famous for wisdom. They’re bringing the wisdom of
the world into the church instead of the wisdom of God.

In chapter 3 Paul has to say, “Y’all are living in the flesh and
not in the Spirit and you're still little babies. I've got to feed

you milk and not meat because you haven’t grown up in your
faith.”

Chapter 4 they have a total misunderstanding of the ministry
and he says the ministry involves being servants and involves
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a stewardship—a responsibility.

In chapter 5 they're so broadminded in their sex-oriented
society in the city of Corinth that they have a man living in
blatant immorality in the church and they’re condoning it.

In chapter 6 they're going to Law courts with one another.

In chapter 7 Paul lowers the boom on sex, marriage, divorce
and the single life.

In chapter 8 he talks about meat that’s been offered to the
1dols. All the questionable things, because some people were
thinking that it was wrong for spiritual individuals to go to

the market and get a special piece of meat that was offered to
an 1dol. So Paul has to deal with that.

In chapter 9 he does a fabulous job of saying that if we're ever
going to be a witness to anybody, we have to learn to give up
our own rights for somebody else’s, and willingness to be
involved in their lives that they might be reached.

And then he gives his own life as an illustration. It’s fabulous.
Paul must have been a great sportsman because he talks
about treating his body roughly and making it serve him, and
being willing to deny himself these things that God might get
the glory and he’d be a good witness to everybody.

Then in chapter 10 he gives a fabulous illustration of the
nation Israel and the fact that they were disqualified from
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what God had for them. Three million of them came out of
Egypt and only two of them ever got into the land—dJoshua
and Caleb. And he makes 1t quite clear that it’s very possible
for us to be disqualified of the rewards that God would have
for us at the Judgment Seat of Christ simply because we
would continue to live in the flesh or live in disobedience.

In chapter 11 he gets very practical. Evidently there is a
feminist movement in the church and he gets to talking about
hair and headship and then he talks about the Lord’s Supper.
Some of the people are getting drunk at the Lord’s Table and
he has to deal with that.

Then when you get to chapter 12—Paul’s kind of writing from
a list. Sometimes we write a letter and we have a list and we
deal with it. There’s a little Greek phrase—it’s peri de—and
that little phrase is translated “now concerning.”

And so when we get to chapter 12 he says, “now concerning
spiritual gifts.” So from chapter 12 to chapter 14 he’s talking
about this.

Now it just happened that study 16 in the series ended at
verse 11 of chapter 12. We're picking up with verse 12.

There are SIX KEY VERSES in our study.
Now there were two key verses in the last study:

1 Corinthians 12:7




But to each one is being given the manifestation of the spirit
for the common good.

1 Corinthians 12:11

The one and the same Spirit is operating all these things,
distributing to each individually as He is desiring.

Now that tells us several things. That tells us that a spiritual
gift 1s “for the common good.” And it also tells us that God’s
the One who’s giving them and we don’t have anything to do
with it. He is sovereign.

So we're talking about RELATIONSHIP, we’re talking about
SOVEREIGNTY here as we get ready to dig into the passage.

Well first of all, earlier in the chapter Paul says the Spirit of
God 1s the one who gives the gift. The Lord Jesus, the head of
the body—the church—is the One who assigns the place of the
ministry where the gift is used. And God the Father provides
the energy—the power—for the gift to be used.

So in verses 4, 5 and 6 we have the Trinity. We have the Spirit
giving the gift, Christ assigns the place of function and God
the Father is the one who provides the energy or the power for
that to function.

What is a spiritual gift? We could say that if we’re a Christian,
and we mean by being a Christian that we’ve invited Jesus
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Christ into our life and that we know Him as our personal
Savior from sin—we have received Him as Savior. Now 1if
we've done that, at the very moment we became a Christian,
the Spirit of God gifted us. He gave us one—some people have
more.

Now what are we supposed to do with our spiritual gift that
we received when we became a Christian? That gift was given
as a tool for our ministry. Every person who’s a Christian
should have some kind of a ministry by understanding what
his gift or gifts are. So first of all, it’s a tool for our ministry.

When we become a Christian, God gives us tools for ministry.
God never meant that our salvation is a terminal experience.
He meant for us immediately to begin to bear fruit and to
grow 1n this relationship with Him so that we can bear fruit.
And so God allows us to have these gifts or gift in order to
have ministry.

Every gift will always POINT OUTWARD—it’s for the
common good. If someone tells us they have a spiritual gift
and it makes them more spiritual and they’re using it
selfishly, they are disobedient. God never gave a spiritual gift
to point inward.

If we took that one principle we’d solve the whole problem we
have in the divided church today. We've got some people who
think they have something special that the rest of us don’t
have and i1t makes us feel terribly embarrassed that we don’t
have 1t. Sometimes we get on guilt trips about it, we feel
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inferior, people pray for us that we’ll get it. And may God help
us to recognize that is not what Paul is saying here about any
of the spiritual gifts.

If we are functioning with our spiritual gift—and we know
what it is—we’re going to do TWO THINGS with it. We're
going to:

1. EDIFY Christians and

2. EVANGELIZE the people who are not.

Our gift is to facilitate those two things. We're going to edify
and we’re going to evangelize.

If we got to this place where we were really doing what the

Scripture teaches us here, we would literally fall in love with
each other. There would be no suspicion, no anxiety, no fear,
because we're really genuinely concerned about one another.

But remember it POINTS OUTWARD and it’s for
EDIFICATION and for EVANGELISM.

Now with all of that, when Paul teaches something like this,
as soon as he gets through stating something like that then
he’ll illustrate 1t. And the big i1llustration he’s going to use is
the body—the physical body.

He uses the term “body” 18 TIMES in these verses so it’s not
hard to find what the illustration is in the passage. So when
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we pick up in verse 12 in all of this, remember that the gifts
are to display unity. The gifts are to edify, to evangelize, to
point out to others.

Now having said all that, we also have to recognize that in the
church we’re not any different than most ball teams.
Everybody wants to be a quarterback. Everybody wants to be
a chief.

And that’s the problem in Corinth. Everybody was magnifying
just one or two spiritual gifts, and they were neglecting all the
rest of them. We don’t even have Paul mentioning the gift of
help and the gift of giving and things like that because that
doesn’t get much press. But it’s the biggies that come under
consideration here in these verses.

Now realize the problem in Corinth is a problem and he’s
correcting it by what he’s teaching here. Everything in the
whole letter is a corrective to the nature of problems that they
have. And so these verses will be understood better if we
realize that he’s correcting an existing problem. Okay?

Now let’s pick up at verse 12. Paul’s got a great sense of
humor too. It'll just make it so easy for us.

v. 12 For even as the body is one and is having many
members, and all the members of the body, being
many, are one body, so also is Christ.

“For even as the body is one and is having many members,
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and all the members of the body, being many, are one body, so
also 1s Christ.”

Now let’s change that word to “organs” okay? We talk about
organ donors and we talk about all kinds of things like that.

As we get older we talk about grandkids and about our organs.
That’s about all we talk about anymore. The old body starts
falling apart. It’s made up of a lot of different ones! And that’s
all Paul is saying as he starts.

They’re magnifying just certain ones but he says, “Look, in the
physical body there’s a whole bunch of organs and a lot of
things can go wrong!”

“also 1s Christ.”

Christ 1s the head of His body, the church. Now we’re not
making a label. It’s anybody who’s a Christian is a part of His
gigantic body and they can have any kind of label.

William Barclay who was a great Greek scholar—he’s quite
liberal in his theology and had some wild thoughts—but he
did a great job on Greek words. He has this little poem in his
daily study Bible:

He has no hands but our hands
To do His work to-days;
He has no feet but our feet
To lead men in His way;
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He has no voice but our voice
To tell men how He died;
He has no help but our help
To lead them to His side.
(source unknown)

That’s it. The body 1s made up of many members and they all
have a function. This is what he’s getting ready to say here.

And so Christ.

We see it in modern warfare don’t we? We've got the Army—
these are the soldiers. They drive the tanks, they fire the
mortars. And then we've got the Navy—they're in the ships.
Then we’ve got the Air Force—they're in the air. And then the
Marines, we still need a few good men. We have all these
branches of service coming together with one purpose—to
fight war and to win.

And so it 1s in the body of Christ. So it is in the human body.

We see the beautiful apple. We look at it, we want it, so our
hand takes it. Our mouth opens, our teeth bite, our tongue
moves 1t around and finally it’s swallowed and the liver and
bile and everything else takes over and it’s digested. And we
enjoy, we possess this piece of fruit. But it’s a total symphony
as the organs work together to accomplish that.

Now look at verse 13 because this is a very important verse.
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v. 13 For indeed by means of one Spirit, we were all
baptized into one body, whether Jews or Gentiles,
whether slaves or free, and we were all made to
drink of one Spirit.

“Indeed by means of one Spirit, we were all baptized into one
body, whether Jews or Gentiles, whether slaves or free, and
we were all made to drink of one Spirit.”

Alright dear Christian brothers and sisters, the word is in the
PAST TENSE and there’s no distinction.

“we were all’—the word “all” 1s used there TWICE.

We are not commanded anywhere in Scripture to be baptized
by the Holy Spirit. It’s because it’s a foregone conclusion that
1t happens at the moment we receive Jesus.

To be baptized means we change identification. We're without
God in the world and then we’re placed IN CHRIST.

Paul describes it in Romans: “I am born in Adam and then I
am baptized into Christ. I am placed into Jesus. I'm taken out
of the world and I'm put into God’s family.”

On all of these things are non-experiential acts that God does
at the moment we receive Christ as Savior.

And there’s no distinction here we see? We'll get rid of all this
division, we’ll get rid of all this strife and all this self-
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righteousness, if we’ll just let the Word speak. Don’t say that
somebody’s right and somebody’s wrong. Just let the Word
talk to us.

And Paul said of these carnal Corinthians, living in the flesh,
that all of them were “baptized”—past tense—"“into one body,
whether [they were] Jews, Gentiles, slaves or free, and [they]
were all made to drink of one Spirit.”

So there’s no distinction there. It happened to all of them.

Now dear friends, we are commanded to be filled with the
Spirit. And there’s a difference. We could be sitting here as a
Christian and out of fellowship with God. And not filled with
the Spirit. The reason we would not be filled with the Spirit
could be one of two reasons:

1. We're grieving the Holy Spirit by sin—Ephesians 4:30.

And maybe there’s something in our life right now, and we
know God has His finger on it and He hasn’t smiled for a long
time upon us. And as a result of that, we don’t feel very
comfortable around Him. It’s because of that we're not filled
with the Spirit.

And secondly:

2. We can quench the Holy Spirit by resisting what He’s

doing in our life. And when we do that, then we’re not filled

with the Spirit. And when we willingly submit and say, “Okay
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Lord, up goes the white flag, I surrender. I turn it over to
You.” Immediately we begin to experience the presence of the
Spirit of God in a fresh, new, dynamic.”

And when He brings us into this one body, then we start
singing!

Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love!
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above.
(source unknown)

When truth prevails, men and women, boys and girls who love
Jesus are bound together in a love and a oneness and have
such joy in just being together to share in the things of the
Lord.

Here comes KEY VERSE #1.

v. 14 For indeed the body is not one member, but many.
“Indeed the body is not one member, but many.”

Now why would he say that to the Corinthians? Obviously
when we apply that to spiritual gifts, they have one gift that
they’re emphasizing over all the rest of them. So his
1llustration is “the body is not one member, but many

[members].”
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There’s no superstars! There’s nobody up there in the front
who’s pouring his heart out and everybody else is singing
“Standing on the Promises” while they're sitting on the
premises.

Clapping their hands all for somebody who’s wearing himself
out for the cause of Christ while we’re rooting for him. That’s
not the picture of the way the church 1s supposed to be.

What Paul is getting ready to do is let the body have a
conversation. And it’s funny, the conversation they have, but
1t 1llustrates the point.

v. 15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I
am not a part of the body,” it is not for this reason
any the less a part of the body.

“If the foot should say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I am not a

part of the body,’ it is not for this reason any the less a part of
the body.”

When somebody comes around and says we have to have a
certain spiritual gift in order to be spiritual, that kind of
hurts. Because then when we believe that, just because we
might be a hand and we don’t have the foot, then we don’t feel
like we’re part of the body. And that’s sad but that’s really the
truth today. There’s a lot of that prevailing sense of teaching.
And as a result, a lot of people feel left out. A lot of people feel
discouraged, they feel misunderstood.
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So many men are so scared. They're so afraid that if they get
serious about God they're going to have to do something weird.
And they don’t want to do it and they’re scared to death to get
close.

It’s a distortion. And here the body’s talking and it says, “the
foot should say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of
the body.” Is he “any less a part of the body”? No, the body is
not one member but it’s many.

v. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an
eye, I am not a part of the body,” it is not for this
reason any the less a part of the body.

“If the ear should say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I am not a
part of the body,’ it 1s not for this reason any less a part of the
body.”

v. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the
hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where
would the sense of smell be?

“If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If
the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell
be?”

Imagine that the NBA could actually draft a 7 foot eye. Or
that the NFL would even consider in the upcoming draft a 300
pound ear to play on the line? It’s repulsive. It’s ridiculous to

think of that!
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But in essence 1t’s so much of what we do in the church. We
focus on just one spiritual gift over all of the rest of them. And
Paul evidently is hitting the Corinthians along this line.

Now verse 18 1s the SECOND KEY STATEMENT.

v. 18 But now God placed the members each one of
them, in the body, even as He desired.

“But now God™—WHAT?—*placed the members each one of
them, in the body, even as He desired.”

We don’t have anything to do with the gift we receive, nor
with the place we are placed. God puts us where He can use ug
and we are to bloom where we're planted with the gift or gifts
that He has given us.

Now that takes us back to verse 11 of chapter 12. One 1n the
same Spirit 1s operating all these things—distributing to each
one individually “as He 1s desiring.”

Now what does that do? That takes away a sense of guilt, but
1t also takes away a sense of discontent because if anybody
knows us, God knows us. And He would know where we would
function the best. So we don’t need to be unhappy and filled
with discontent if we don’t have a certain gift or ability. God
knows best! And so we can rejoice with the gift or gifts He’s
given us.
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Our Daily Bread had the cutest story:

[There’s] A sea captain and his chief engineer [they] were
at odds about whose job was the most vital on their ship. [So]
they decided that the best way to settle the question would be
to exchange positions. The captain went below deck to run the
engine room, and the chief engineer climbed to the bridge and
grabbed the wheel.

Several hours later the captain appeared on [the] deck,
his clothes covered with oil and grease. [He yelled] “Chief,” he
yelled up to the bridge as he swung a wrench in [his] hand,
“come down here. I can’t make ‘er go!” “I know,” yelled the
chagrined chief engineer, “I've run ‘er aground!”

(source unknown)

That’s 1it! That’s what happens when we start messing around
with these different gifts and abilities. It doesn’t work out the
way 1t ought to.

But wouldn’t it be neat if during these studies we could
discover what our gift is? And that we could rejoice together?

Paul told Timothy, “stir up the spiritual gift that’s in you.”
(ref. 2 Timothy 1:6) The bottom line on our computer print-out
at the Judgment Seat of Christ for a Christian is going to be
what we did with our spiritual gift or gifts—how we used
them.

We get off of so many guilt trips if we’d simply discover where
we fit when people come around and ask us to do something.
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We don’t fit in some situations and there’s real contentment
when we’re supposed to be and there’s joyful, joyful feelings of
fulfillment as our gifts are used for the glory of God.

Stephen Brown in his book says this:

(When Your Rope Breaks by Stephen Brown)

[When] The world is sort of like [the] church building. If
the world doesn’t make us happy it’s good to remember that
the world wasn’t created to make us happy. If things are not
to our liking, it’s good to remember that things were not
created to be to our liking. If we think that things are mixed
up, we may simply not understand the Architect’s plans.

p. 27 (source unknown)

That’s true. If things are mixed up and we don’t understand it
all, it just might be that we better go back and read the
instructions and get the full picture in our mind.

v. 19 And if they were all one member, where would the
body be?

“And if they were all one member, where would the body be?”

Well there wouldn’t be one because we’d just be magnifying
one to the neglect of all the others.

And why would there be one member and nothing else? It’s
because everybody was dissatisfied with the way they were
20



and they wanted that one thing, and they wanted to be like
that.

There’s an old legend that’s told about a king who walked out
into his gardens one day and he found everything withered
and dying. The oak tree was sick of life because it was not as
tall as the beautiful pine. The pine tree was upset for it
couldn’t bear fruit like the pear tree. And the pear tree
complained that it did not have the lovely odor of the spruce.
The same discontent prevailed throughout the garden. But
when the king came to the pansy, he saw its bright face full of
cheerfulness. “Well, little flower,” said the monarch, “I'm glad
to find that at least one tiny plant that’s happy.” “Your
majesty,” said the pansy, “I know I am small, but I decided
you wanted a pansy when you planted me here. If you desired
an oak or a pear tree, you would have put one in my place. So
I've determined to be the best little flower I can be!”

(from Our Daily Bread, paraphrased, source unknown)

Now why don’t we just cheer up and be the best little pansy
we can be? God planted us here with the gifts and abilities we
have so don’t compare ourselves with everybody else. We need
to get busy doing what we have to do! And we’re going to find
our fulfillment. Our warm fuzzies are going to come back to us
a hundred fold when we finally discover what we’re supposed
to be doing and roll up our sleeves and be satisfied and get to
doing it! That’s all that he’s teaching us here.

Now here comes KEY PHRASE #3.
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Isn’t this neat? There are six of them so we only have three
more after this one.

v. 20 But now indeed there are many members, but one
body.

“But now indeed there are many members, but one body.”

He’s now applying it. He says there are a whole bunch of
members, but only one body.

v. 21 And the eye is not able to say to the hand, “I am
not having need of you”; or again the head to the
feet, “I am not having need of you.”

“And the eye 1s not able to say to the hand, ‘I am not having
need of you’; or again the head 1is not to say to the feet, ‘I am
not having need of you.”

v. 22 On the contrary, it is much truer that those
members of the body which seem to be weaker are
necessary.

“On the contrary, it 1s much truer that those members of the
body which seem to be weaker are necessary.”

v. 23 And those members of the body which we are
considering to be insignificant, on these we are

bestowing more abundant honor, and our
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unpresentable members are having greater
presentability,

“And those members of the body which we are considering to
be insignificant, on these we are bestowing more abundant
honor, and our unpresentable members are having greater
presentability,”

What does he mean by that? There are certain members of our
body that we cover with beautiful clothes and make them
more presentable. And there are certain members of our body
that we just take for granted, don’t we?

Ever stubbed a toe real good? We understand there is an
insignificant member that is making its presence very much
known and very real.

There are members of our body that we take for granted, but
when we lose them we realize that member might be
insignificant but it is a vital part. And when it hurts,
everything else hurts and the body responds to it. That’s
basically what he’s saying here at this point.

Now here 1t comes—KEY STATEMENT #4.

v. 24 whereas our presentable members are not having
need. But God blended the body, having given more
abundant honor to the member which lacked,

“whereas our presentable members are not having need.”—
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here’s the KEY STATEMENT—“But God”—did what?—
“blended the body, having given more abundant honor to the
member which lacked,”

That tells us that if we have an insignificant spiritual gift,
we're the one who’s going to get the press when we get to
glory. It’s not going to be the big superstars. It’s going to be
the people who did the stuff.

We are all in this together and there’s going to be a lot of
people who are going to be standing before God. Remember
Jesus said, “the first shall be last and the last shall be first.”
That fits in the whole thing.

Back in verse 11 it’s “as He 1s desiring.”
In verse 18—“He placed the members.”
Verse 24—“God blended the body together.”
In cannot fill another’s shoes,
Nor can that one fill mine;
God meant [of each of us] to fit His plan,
And in our place to shine. —Lorimor, alt.

(source unknown)

That’s what He meant for us.
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v. 25 in order that there may not be division in the
body, but that the members may have the same
concern for one another.

“In order that there may not be division in the body, but that
the members may have the same concern for one another.”

And we are divided. There 1s such hatred for one another
because we have differences of opinion.

And the Lord originally intended that the body would be
blended together and there wouldn’t be division.

v. 26 And if one member is suffering, all the members
are suffering with it. If a member is honored, all the
members are rejoicing with it.

“If one member is suffering, all the members are suffering

with it. If a member is honored, all the members are rejoicing

with it.”

Now here comes KEY STATEMENT #5.

v. 27 Now you are Christ’s body and members of it
individually.

“You are Christ’s body and members of it individually.”
There he’s beginning to apply the truth.

25



Now 1n verse 28 he’s going to give us some spiritual gifts. If we
want to get into this and we’re not sure what ours 1s, all we
need to do 1s remember 4 and 12.

Ephesians 4—1 Peter 4.
Romans 12—1 Corinthians 12.

There’s where the lists are. We can discover there are about
15 different spiritual gifts. And as we begin to test them and
check them out, then we can discover what ours 1s in those
lists.

Now here’s just a few, okay?

v. 28 And God indeed placed some in the church, first
apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps,
administrations, various kinds of languages.

“And God indeed placed some in the church, first apostles,
second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of
healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of languages.”
Now, when we get to verse 29, he’s going to ask SEVEN
QUESTIONS. And the ANSWER to all of those questions 1s

what? The answer 1s NO!

Now are we going to hold a firm no? Alright, the answer to
every one of them is NO!
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v. 29 All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets;
are they? All are not teachers, are they? All are not
workers of miracles, are they?

“All are not apostles, are they?”—NQO! Because not everybody’s
one member.

“All are not prophets, are they?””—NO!

“All are not teachers, are they?””—NO! Thank goodness for
that.

“All are not workers of miracles, are they?”—NO!

v. 30 All are not having gifts of healings, are they? All
are not speaking in languages, are they? All are not
interpreting, are they?

“All are not having gifts of healings, are they?”—NO!

“All are not speaking in languages, are they?””—Yes. They're
going to be baptized by the Holy Spirit. NO! The answer is no.

“All are not interpreting, are they?”—No.

Paul makes it quite clear that we can’t take a spiritual gift
and say that everybody has to have that to be spiritual. And
that’s where we're really hurting today. When people will
accuse us of not being spiritual because we don’t have a
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certain spiritual gift. And that was the problem in Corinth.

Now when we come to verse 31, this 1s the SIXTH KEY
PHRASE—we’ve run out of verses so it has to be.

v. 31 But you are constantly striving after the more
important spiritual gifts. And yet I am pointing out
to you a still better way.

“You are constantly striving after the more important
spiritual gifts. And yet I am pointing out to you a still better

b

way.

In this thirty-first verse, if we were of charismatic persuasion,
we would translate this verse differently.

The charismatic would make this an IMPERATIVE so that
Paul at the end of the verse would be saying, “But constantly
be striving after the more important spiritual gifts.”

Now there’s a problem with that. In the Greek language that
word for “striving” could either be IMPERATIVE or
INDICATIVE.

Understand what the indicative 1s? If we have an indicative
verb form, we're simply saying “you are doing this.”

“You are”—and then we put a verb after 1t, ACTION.

Now what we would be doing then is we're only announcing
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what we're doing. But if we’re using an IMPERATIVE we're
commanding someone. We're saying, “Go to sleep!”

The problem in the Greek is that the verb ending is both
1imperative and indicative—the same. It’s the second personal
plural. So we have to take the context of the passage to
determine what is being said.

Is it an imperative or is it indicative? Now having labored
through these verses, we don’t have any choice but indicative,
because Paul couldn’t say that “God placed,” “God blended,”
“God did this,” and then all of a sudden turn around and tell
us to go look for the big ones.

The 1llustration takes on meaning when we say that’s what
they’re doing. They are doing this, and that’s why they're
emphasizing one gift over another.

“you are constantly striving after the more important spiritual
oifts.”

That’s why we’re acting like the body’s only one or two
members. Now we know what those two gifts are. They are
PROPHECY and LANGUAGES, because all of chapter 14
deals with that. So we’re going to talk about that in a real
open way in the next few studies.

“And yet I am pointing out to you a still better way.” And that
better way 1s LOVE.
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It 1s more important to manifest the fruit of the Spirit than it
1s the gifts of the Spirit.

Here are the lessons. Finally we come to it.

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

Lesson #1: We are all baptized by the Holy Spirit into one
body when we receive Jesus Christ as Savior.

Lesson #2: The body is made up of many members and all are
necessary.

Lesson #3: “God placed the members, each one of them, in the
body as He desired.”

Lesson #4: Do you know what your spiritual gift or gifts are
and are you using them?

Lesson #5: Are you a member of the body of Christ? Have you
received Jesus as Savior?

Jack Mayhall wrote a book called Discipleship: The Price and
the Prize and he tells us this:

(Discipleship: The Price and the Prize by Jack Mayhall)

We read of the early missionaries to India and parts of
Africa who packed their belongings in their coffins as they
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went to preach the Gospel of Christ in a pioneering ministry.
They had no furloughs, no hospitals or medical knowledge or
medicines to prevent what they knew to be almost inevitable:
sickness, disease, and death. But they went [anyway]—and
[they] endured.

If we really believe that God is on the throne of our lives,
that He 1s walking on the waters of every situation, [in other
words He’s sovereign] that He has not taken a vacation, gone
to sleep, or taken a break from controlling [every] moment,
then we will endure. We will refuse to quit.

p. 90

We'll keep on using our spiritual gift or gifts until He calls us
home with Himself.

Margaret Clarkson wrote this little story. It’s called “The Keys
to Contentment”:

(All Nature Sings by Margaret Clarkson)

Myrtle warblers customarily nest on or near the ground,
hiding their young in the deep, brushy cover. But this pair,
the first I had ever known to nest on my property, had
departed from the custom of their kind: they had saddled their
nest neatly to the topmost crotch of a silver birch trunk, a
good seventy-five feet up to the open sky. I watched the
beautifully marked male feeding his mate, his brilliant yellow
rump patch and wing spots gleaming in the sunshine. Now the
pair were brooding their young. The little ones were invisible
from ground level, but they were clearly audible as they
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clamored for food from their aerial cradle.

But it was no nestlings we were hearing now—it was the
parent birds screeching in fury. We rushed out, our hearts
were sinking and a hawk was making off across the river, and
the screaming myrtles were in hot pursuit. The ravaged nest
lay shredded among the branches and strewn on the ground.
Its tiny occupants were gone, its distracted builders were
brokenhearted.

What had possess the parent birds to build so out of
character, to lay their young in a spot so visible and open to
predation? Whatever their reason, it had cost them their
whole brood.

And we whose home 1s deep 1n the heart of God, are we
content to dwell safely in our native habitat? Or do we
sometimes seek a higher place, a wider sphere, only to find
that we’ve built in the habitat of the hawk?

p. 79 (paraphrased)

That’s the way Satan works. If he can get us unhappy with
where we are, thinking that we have to be somewhere else
and we have to be important and we have to do this and that,
then the body 1s divided because we have people who are not
content to use their spiritual gifts and abilities where God
designed them to function.

Father, thank You for Your Word and thank You that we’ve

sensed Your presence as we've looked at these verses. We pray

that we’ll sort all this out. That we’ll be mature enough to sit

down and look at these key verses and talk this thing through

with ourselves and with You and come to a real understand of
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where we're supposed to function and what we're supposed to
be doing to bring glory and honor to Your Son, to edify our
brothers and sisters in the body of Christ, and to evangelize
those who know You not. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:

Running to Win

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

STUDY NUMBER SEVENTEEN — 1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-31

v. 12 For even as the body is one and is having many members,
and all the members of the body, being many, are one body, so also
1s Christ.

v. 13 For indeed by means of one Spirit, we were all baptized into
one body, whether Jews or Gentiles, whether slaves or free, and we
were all made to drink of one Spirit.

v. 14 For indeed the body is not one member, but many.

v. 15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I am not a
part of the body,” it is not for this reason any the less a part of the
body.

v. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not
a part of the body,” it is not for this reason any the less a part of
the body.

v. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be?
If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?

v. 18 But now God placed the members each one of them, in the
body, even as He desired.

v. 19 And if they were all one member, where would the body be?
v. 20 But now indeed there are many members, but one body.

v. 21 And the eye is not able to say to the hand, “I am not having
need of you”; or again the head to the feet, “I am not having need
of you.”

v. 22 On the contrary, it is much truer that those members of the
body which seem to be weaker are necessary.

v. 23 And those members of the body which we are considering to
be insignificant, on these we are bestowing more abundant honor,
and our unpresentable members are having greater presentability,
v. 24 whereas our presentable members are not having need. But
God blended the body, having given more abundant honor to the
member which lacked,
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NOTES

v. 25 in order that there may not be division in the body, but that
the members may have the same concern for one another.

v. 26 And if one member is suffering, all the members are suffering
with it. If a member is honored, all the members are rejoicing with
it.

v. 27 Now you are Christ’s body and members of it individually.

v. 28 And God indeed placed some in the church, first apostles,
second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of
healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of languages.

v. 29 All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they?
All are not teachers, are they? All are not workers of miracles, are
they?

v. 30 All are not having gifts of healings, are they? All are not
speaking in languages, are they? All are not interpreting, are they?
v. 31 But you are constantly striving after the more important
spiritual gifts. And yet I am pointing out to you a still better way.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 and in your own words pull
out the main thought of this passage.

2. What illustration does Paul use in verse 12 to compare
spiritual gifts to the body of Christ?
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3. What has happened to all of us, according to verse 13?

4. What has God done, according to verse 187

5. What does Paul say about the weaker members of the body,
according to verse 227

6. Because of our relationship to other members in the body of
Christ, what is our experience, according to verse 267

7. How does Paul summarize his teaching in verse 277
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8. What are the Corinthians constantly striving for, according
to verse 317

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: We are all baptized by the Holy Spirit into one
body at the moment we receive Jesus Christ as Savior.

LESSON #2: The body 1s made up of many members and all
are necessary.

LESSON #3: “God placed the members, each one of them, 1n

the body as He desired.”
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LESSON #4: Do you know what your spiritual gift is and are
you functioning effectively with it now?

LESSON #5: Are you a member of the body of Christ in that
you have received the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal
Savior?
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