A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:
Running to Win
“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

Study Number Eighteen — 1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Author Tim Hansel says this:

(Eating Problems for Breakfast: A Simple, Creative Approach
to Solving Any Problem by Tim Hansel)

It has been said that loving is like boxing—in order to
make contact, you have to get close enough to get hurt.
p. 133

We are going to talk about in 1 Corinthians 13 the whole
business of love. Now the big problem that we face is that
people take these verses and frame them and hang them on
the wall. Or they say, “Isn’t that a wonderful chapter? If we’'d
all just live by that chapter.”

The apostle 1s dealing with problems in the Corinthian
church.

In chapter 1 they're divided.

In chapter 2 they're living by the wisdom of the world rather
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than the wisdom of God.

In chapter 3 they're living in the flesh rather than the spirit.
In chapter 4 they misunderstand the ministry.

In chapter 5 there’s immorality in the church.

In chapter 6 they're going to law courts together.

Chapter 7—sex, marriage and divorce is the subject.
Chapter 8—meat offered to idols.

And the serious, serious possibility in chapter 10 of
disqualification. Some of them are getting drunk at the Lord’s
Table and they’re all mixed-up about spiritual gifts.

Now remember, as we came down to the end of chapter 12,
when we become a Christian we receive a spiritual gift or
oifts. These are tools for our ministry as a believer.

If someone’s gift is teaching, then if they’re functioning
properly they edify us and evangelize those who know not the
Christ. The gift is always pointing outward. The gift is not for
our own personal benefit, and we don’t get anything from it,
only the fact that we’ve discharged a stewardship.

Now that’s basically a summary of our last study as we
studied the end of chapter 12. But the other thing that’s very
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critical 1s we have nothing to do with our spiritual gift or gifts.
God sovereignly gives it and He places us where we can use it.

Now that runs contrary to an awful lot of teaching today, but
as we walk through those verses we had to realize that was
the case.

Now why does Paul all of a sudden, when he finishes chapter
12, he kind of accuses them by saying, “You are desiring
spiritual gifts but I want to show you a better way.” Why does
he say that? Simply because spiritual gifts really don’t amount
to anything in comparison to the fruit of the Spirit.

When we became a Christian, God not only gave us the
equipment to do what He wanted us to do, but He provided
the Spirit so that we could be what He wants us to be. And if
we have to make a choice between being and doing, God wants
the focus on the being.

What we are 1s far more important than what we do. And
that’s directly contrary to so much of what we hear. If we
spent more time on what we are, rather than on what we did,
we would set the world on fire.

What we have in this study is we're moving away from
EQUIPMENT in chapter 12 to the EVIDENCE that we're a
Christian in chapter 13. And so they're very closely and
intimately related.

Ray Stedman takes the word love and puts the fruit of the
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Spirit with it. He says, first of all, there is:

...Jlove, joy, peace... joy 1s love enjoying itself; peace is love
resting; patience is love waiting; kindness is love reacting;
goodness 1s love choosing; faithfulness is love keeping its
word; gentleness 1s love empathizing; and self-control is love
resisting temptation.

p. 247 (source unknown)

So 1t’s all there as we see the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:
22 and we play that against this particular passage.

He’s moving away from something right in the middle of it.
And we have a tendency to just extricate this chapter and say
1t’s wonderful, we need to do this, we need to learn to love
more, and we don’t put it together. As a result, we've gotten
terribly distorted.

Now love 1s always other-person-oriented, isn’t it? Love is just
like the gift—it always reaches out. Love edifies, love reaches
out to others, love builds up others, love affirms and
encourages others.

Hudson Taylor said:
“The greatest missionary qualification is [simple] love for
[Jesus] Christ...”

(source unknown)

And out of that love, of course, we have compassion and a
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desire to reach the world.

Chuck Swindoll, speaking on 1 Corinthians 13 has this piece
called “The A.B.C.’s of Love”:

“A” means I accept you as you are.
“B” says I believe you are valuable.
“C”—I care about you.

“D”—I desire the best for you, and

“E”—I erase all your offenses.
(source unknown)

That 1s the evidence that love 1s among us.

Now the Bible says God is love and so it’s altogether fitting
that this fits in. But the primacy of that is seen in some
critical points. When Jesus was talking to the church at
Ephesus in Revelation 2 he says:

Revelation 2:4

“I've got this against you, you left your first love.”

And then in John 13, just a few hours before Calvary—just
before He walked down to the Garden of Gethsemane—He
says:



John 13:34, 35

“A new commandment I give unto you, that you love one
another, ... that you also love one another. By this shall all
men know that you are My disciples [my followers], if you
have love one for another.”

Now, we can break the passage into three parts. There are
THREE KEY STATEMENTS that come out of chapter 13.

We've divided it into THREE PARTS so that we can get a
handle on it from an outline so we can see how it fits chapter
12 and how 1t focuses on chapter 14.

Okay, the first thing we’re going to see 1s what it’s like when
we exercise our spiritual gifts and we don’t have any love.

1. Verses 1-3—love 1s ABSENT.

What’s that like when love is absent and we’re focusing just on
the spiritual gifts?

Now what is this kind of love that he’s talking about?

2. Verses 4-7T—love 1s PRESENT.

Now we can’t define love, okay. We can only talk about its
characteristics and its properties. Paul gives us 15
CHARACTERISTICS OF LOVE. And we’ll talk a little more

6



about that when we get down to verses 4-7.
3. Verses 8-13—love LASTS, love 1s eternal.

Gifts stop, they fade away. They're temporary, but love lasts
forever—verses 8-13.

And that’s the whole chapter. We need to examine our own
hearts. What 1s our LOVE LEVEL as we get ready to study?
Where are we in our real genuine, other person quality of
love? How much do we feel for others? And how much real love
1s evident in our life?

Now as we ask that, it’s going to come out in the study and
we're going to begin to be able to discern where we're coming
from. Perhaps we feel lukewarm, perhaps we feel distant,
perhaps we feel selfish, perhaps we feel resentful, perhaps we
feel just kind of cold and distant. And the critical thing about
the chapter is—this is the most important thing—LOVE.

Now, verses 1-3—what’s happening when we’re exercising a
lot of spiritual gifts and we don’t have any love? What
happens when love is lost?

v. 1 If I am speaking with the languages of men and of
angels, but I am not having love, I have become a
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.

“If I am speaking with the languages of men and of angels, but
I am not having love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging
7



cymbal.”

Okay, 1in these first three verses they are the speaking of five
different spiritual gifts. And he’s talking about each of those
five gifts without love being there.

What happens when somebody is speaking in “languages”?
Now notice we don’t use the word tongues.

“Languages” 1s the word that is used. First Corinthians was
written before the book of Acts. Paul and Luke were
contemporaries and they used the same word to refer to the
same phenomenon that took place in Acts 2 and is happening
right here in the Corinthian assembly.

“If I am speaking [in] languages”™—3,700 different languages—
“languages of men.”

Or “If I am speaking the languages...of angels’—is there
really a language of angels? Probably not. Most likely they can
communicate but what he’s going is from the sublime to the
ridiculous in his illustration.

He said, “I want to tell you, if I could speak with all 3,700
human languages, and even if I had the ability to speak with
the languages of angels—if there was such a language that I
could learn and communicate—and I didn’t have any love, 1t’d
sound like a whole bunch of noise.”

Sound and fury signifying nothing—a clanging cymbal, a
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noisy gong—it’s all that it would be. Meaningless noise is the
result of using a spiritual gift without any love.

Now after he says that, in verse 2 he hits several more gifts.

v. 2 And if I am having the gift of prophecy, and I am
knowing all the mysteries and all the knowledge;
and if I am having all the faith, so that I am able to
remove mountains, but I am not having love, I am
nothing.

“If I am having the gift of prophecy,”—now we talked about
this in our last study. That this is really preaching now
because prophecy is complete when the Bible was complete.

“and I am knowing all the mysteries and all the knowledge;”—
there’s the gift of knowledge—“and if I am having all the
faith,”—there’s the gift of faith—*“so that I am able to remove
mountains, but I am not having love, I am nothing.”

Now what that tells us 1s that we can be using our spiritual
gifts—and this has been convicting, really it has.

Earlier in the epistle he talks about the Judgment Seat of
Christ. We can build with wood, hay and straw and when the
fire 1s put there, at the Judgment Seat of Christ, it goes up in
smoke and there’s nothing there. Nothing left for evidence of
reward.

It produces nothing, it is nothing, and it gains nothing—when
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all those gifts are exercised without love.

When all else fails, go back and read the instructions, because
Paul makes it quite clear here that gifts are a secondary
matter to the fruit of the Spirit. And what we’re doing is a lot
less important to God than what we are. God wants our heart
and that’s why He blessed David. He was a man after His own
heart. There was that quality of love that was reaching out.

Now look at verse 3—he even goes a little further.

v. 3 And if I give away all my possessions to feed the
poor, and if I give up my body to be burned, in
order that I may glory, but I am not having love, it
is profiting me nothing.

“If I give away all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I give
up my body to be burned, in order that I can glory, but I am
not having love, it is profiting me nothing.”

Here’s a guy with the gift of giving and he is so involved in
giving to the cause now! He sells everything he has! Gives all
of his possessions and then as one last great sacrificial act he
gives his body to be burned. Nero plasters him with tar and
hangs him up in the palace gardens and he dies a martyr’s
death and we say, “Isn’t that a wonderful sacrifice.”

God must love that guy. He gave all of that. Well we have a lot

of stained glass monuments around the United States of

America of people who believe this. They give every last dollar
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they had before they die, expecting they're going to really get
a pat on the back and it’s going to be wonderful in heaven
because they’re going to be recognized for how many checks
they wrote and how much they gave.

We can do all that grudgingly or of necessity and it isn’t going
to amount to anything. It is nothing in His sight.

Now what has he done? He’s taken five different gifts and he
says we can exercise those gifts to the extreme without love
and it amounts to nothing. And it has no credibility and
doesn’t count with God.

We were put here to love and when we don’t love and we don’t
learn to love, we're wasting our time. And as believers no
matter how impressive our achievements are, how big our
crowds are, how many people we touch, the things we do
amount to nothing if there is an absence of the love that he’s
talking about.

One writer says:

“The hardening of the heart ages people more quickly than the
hardening of the arteries.”

(source unknown)

Another writer says:

“You can give without loving but you cannot love without

giving.”
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(source unknown)
Now the first KEY STATEMENT is right here in verse 3:
“[If] I am not having love, it is profiting me nothing.”

Because that’s the whole focus of these first three verses. “[If]
I am not having love, it [really] profits me nothing” as far as
the Lord’s concerned.

What would it be like if we all of a sudden started to form a
movement and we put together the parameters of our
movement? We are going to focus on the fruit of the Spirit.
We're going to forget the gifts.

And for the sake of oneness and unity, as brothers and sisters
in the body of Christ, we are going to start talking about the
fruit of the Spirit! We're going to have a Fruit Inspection
Society like Weight Watchers! We come together, we check our
love, our joy, our peace, our gentleness, our kindness, our self-
control and our patience!

Wouldn’t that be incredible? There would be a sweeping
movement across the world that would immediately let
brothers and sisters who've been so angry at each other they
can’t even talk together with any semblance of order, would
all of a sudden begin to be swept into this thing! And God
would get the glory and the honor and the praise because we
are focusing on what’s most important to Him—and that’s
what we ARE more than what we DO. And more important
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than anything else is the love which he’s talking about in
these verses.

Now naturally our question is, well what 1s 1t? Well we know
1t’s produced by the Spirit of God, just like the spiritual gift is
placed within us by the Spirit of God, so also this love is there.

And it’s not the typical word we use for love. The Greeks had a
way of doing it. We say “I love you” and then we have to
interpret what that means. It could mean “I love your body
and I want to use you.” Or it could mean “I love you as a
friend” or it could mean “I sacrificially love you and I want to
give myself to you and for you.” And that’s the kind of love
we're talking about here.

It’s not eros—“I lust for you.” It’s not phileo—"I desire you as a
friend.” It’s “I would give everything for you. I would sacrifice
my best interest on your behalf.”

It’s the love which moved Jesus Christ to give His life on
Calvary’s Cross. That’s the kind of love we’re talking about in
these verses.

Now wouldn’t it be neat if this love had been characteristic in
the Corinthian church in the first twelve chapters? We would
have solved all the problems about division, immorality, law
courts, meat offered to 1dols, getting drunk at the Lord’s
Supper and selfishness. If this manifestation had been there
in the Corinthian church, then the first part of the letter
would have been unnecessary.
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We need to realize that what we’re getting ready to look at is a
picture of Jesus. We see all kinds of pictures of Jesus. If He
walked in the door, these next words are what He would be
like. They epitomize His life and how He would look to us in
what we're getting ready to see.

We need to do a little bit of probing inside. We need to take
these 15 characteristics and put our name in front of it. In
other words i1t sounds something like this:

Don Anderson 1s patient.
Don Anderson 1s kind.

And take all 15 of them and check ourselves and see where we
orient ourselves and determine our love level on the basis of it.
It’s a very convicting thing..

Now there are FIVE DEMONSTRATIONS 1n verse 4, FOUR
in verse 5 and the other SIX are in verses 6 and 7. Okay, here
we go.

v. 4 Love is patient, love is kind, is not filled with

jealousy; love is not bragging, is not showing itself
off (puffed up),

“Love 1s patient, love 1s kind, 1s not filled with jealousy; love is
not bragging, is not showing itself off (or puffed up),”
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What is #1—what’s the first property?
1. “Love 1s patient,”

That word, by the way, occurs in the fruit of the Spirit in
Galatians 5:22.

(Galatians 5:22

The fruit of the spirit is patient...
It’s a quality of God’s dealings with us.

2 Peter 3:9, 15

The Lord is not willing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance...

That everybody would come to know Him, so He’s patient.

Robert Ingersoll, that great atheist, used to stand up before
the crowds and he would impress somebody saying, “I want to
show you there is no God! If there is a God in heaven, may he
strike me dead within the next five minutes.” And he’d look at
his watch and stand there in silence for five minutes. And as
soon as nothing happened he said, “See! I told you! There isn’t
any god.” I love old Theodore Parker. He says, “You know that
gentleman thought that he could exhaust the patience of God
in five minutes.”
(source unknown)
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That’s just absolutely phenomenal. We’re not going to! God’s
patience still 1s with us and is still reaching out to us if we
haven’t come to know Him as Savior. And He wants that same
quality in us.

Bill Gothard uses that little deal:

“Please be patient, God is not finished with me yet.”
(source unknown)

That’s a quality we should have with each other.

1. “Love 1s patient,”

2. “love 1s kind,”

This 1s kind of a strange word for men, 1sn’t 1t? We’re kind of

living in a hard macho day but kindness is a part of the
epitome of a godly man.

Ephesians 4:32

Be kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another,
even as God for Christ’s sake has forgiven you.

In Romans 2:4 and Titus 3:4 it’s a quality of God. God is kind
and He expects that to be true of us.

Somebody put these two words together and said:
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“Patience will take anything and kindness will give anything.”
(source unknown)

And that’s true. Patience will take whatever we throw at them
and kindness will give anything they have in order to minister
to our needs and to our comfort.

3. “love...1s not filled with jealousy;”

Now he accused them of jealousy back in chapter 3. He says,
“since there’s jealousy and strife among you, are you not living

in the flesh rather than the spirit?” (see 1 Corinthians 3:3)

By the way, jealousy is a manifestation of the works of the
flesh in Galatians 5. It 1s not a picture of the Spirit:

It’s suspicious,

1t’s possessive,

1t’s fearful of a rival,

1t’s a feeling of intrusion upon one’s rights—all of these things;
4. “love 1s not bragging,”

This 1s the only place in the New Testament that this word
occurs. The word means “airbag.” It really does. It’s just a

great big old bloated airbag. Somebody who’s puffing up and
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exaggerating and who says, “Boy wait till you get what I got!
You know you’ll really be cool!” Bragging about all of the
advantages.

And then the next one’s very close to that:

5. “love...1s not showing itself off,”

Colossians 2:18—in other words, it isn’t talking about all of
the things that it’s accomplished.

Philippians 2:3-4 is another characteristic of that:

Philippians 2:3, 4

Do nothing through strife or vein-glory, but in lowliness of

mind let each esteem other, but in of themselves; look not

merely on your own things, but also on the things of others.

Now 1n verse 5 we have four more.

v. 5 is not behaving disgracefully (indecently), it is not
seeking its own advantage, is not becoming
irritated (angry), is not taking evil into account,

6. “Love...1s not behaving disgracefully (or indecently),”

That means love never goes crazy. Love never acts like a nut.
Love doesn’t act weird.
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This word, by the way, is a very interesting word because it
occurs in chapter 7 on marriage. And the word there has
sexual overtones.

A young man does not act indecently toward a young lady for
selfish advantage or in an indecent fashion toward her, or
behave disgracefully toward her and treat her for selfish
purposes.

7. “Love...1s not seeking its own advantage,”

It 1sn’t trying to get into a position of taking advantage of
someone selfishly for one’s own purpose. And that can come
out 1n spiritual gifts and does a lot, even in the movement of
the day.

In England there is a tombstone that has the following
Inscription on it:

Here lies a miser who lived for himself,

and cared for nothing but gathering wealth.
Now where he 1s and how he fares,

nobody knows and nobody cares.
(source unknown)

That 1s someone living just for themselves.
8. “Love...1s not becoming irritated (or angry),”

We just don’t realize how serious anger is and how many
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angry people there are. There is no temperament trait that is
exempt from anger. And with the stress level we’ve got, it 1s
incredible how little it takes to create havoc and boiling anger.

Child abuse, wife abuse, and all kinds of physical things are
happening simply because people are angry and they
devastate one another.

Jonathan Edwards’ youngest daughter fell in love. And the
young man came and asked for her hand and Jonathan
Edwards turned the young man down. And he said, “Well why
can’t I marry her? I love her!” And he said, “I'm sorry, I cannot
let her go in the condition she’s in.” He said, “Well isn’t she a
Christian?” He said, “Oh yes she’s a Christian, but I want to
tell you something, only the grace of God can live with some
people.” And he went on to describe her horrible temper.
(source unknown)

It’s embarrassing, but it’s silly for us to think that we can say
we love and then be so out of control in things like this.
There’s something really wrong if we have gotten to the place
where we have to invent these things like the world does and
just be livid.

Now 1t’s not wrong in our marriage to have good fights. That’s
wonderful, because out of good conflict that’s fair, comes some
real valid oneness and couples hamming things out. And there
needs to be this emotional release and we’re not being
unspiritual because we’re making our point a few decibels
higher than normal to get across what we’re trying to say.
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Good, healthy relationships have those things as a part of it,
but love 1s not like that.

9. “Love...1s not taking evil into account,”

Now this goes with the ledger of love, the song. This is a CPA’s
word. When somebody does us wrong we put it in the ledger.
And we keep a record so that when the fight comes we can
pull out all the ledger material that we need for fuel to bomb
somebody.

Now what’s wrong with that? Jesus said, while He was
hanging on the Cross, instantaneously: “Father, forgive them
for they don’t know what they’re doing.” (ref. Luke 23:34) He
could not stand to allow any offense to remain so He dealt
with it instantaneously.

Love doesn’t ponder. Love doesn’t second-guess. Love doesn’t
try to think what are the designs and the motivations behind
this and say, “Ah-huh! Got him! Put that one in the book!”

Peter Lord has written a book called Hearing God and in this
book he describes how Satan works when it comes to causing
us to misinterpret our relationships with each other. This is sc
good:

(Hearing God by Peter Lord)

1. The enemy puts thoughts in your mind that causes
you to judge [somebody]. ...
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2. The enemy puts thoughts in your mind that causes
you to despise [somebody]. . . .

3. The enemy puts thoughts in your mind that causes
you to reject someone. ...

4. The enemy puts thoughts in your mind that causes
you to speak evil of someone. ...

5. The enemy puts thoughts in your mind that causes

you to carry a grudge against someone. ...
pp. 149-50

And if we stop and think about it, we place ourselves in the
vulnerable position when we start second-guessing somebody
we're having a hard time being around. And how we think
those things wrong so many times, and hurt relationships
because of it.

V. 6 is not rejoicing in unrighteousness, but is rejoicing
with the truth;

10. “Love...1s not rejoicing in unrighteousness,”
“but is rejoicing with the truth;”

Now ever notice people, when they hear something ugly about
somebody they just want to know all the gory details? It’s like
they just love to gossip and they love to know everything that
happened. It’s kind of our carnal curiosity, that’s got a radar
toward the skunk odor. They just gravitate toward anything
that’s smelly.
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And love doesn’t do that!
And then the last one there in verse 6:

11. “but”—on the other side—"[love] is rejoicing with the
truth;

Ephesians 4:15

speaking the truth in love...

Now we come to verse 7 and here are the rest of them—there’s
four more.

v. 7 is keeping confidential (covering) all things, is
believing all things, is hoping all things, is enduring
all things.

12. “Love...1s keeping confidential (or covering) all things,”

Have we learned that? Have we learned when to speak and
when not to speak? Love has an ability to be quiet.

James 1:19 is such a good verse:

James 1:19

By brethren, be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to
anger.

23



Coming out of the days of Oliver Cromwell is a very tear-
jerking story of a young man who is engaged to a young lady
to be married and he’s in the military. He has violated some
statute of the military and is about to be executed. The young
lady he loves goes to Oliver Cromwell and begs him not to
carry through the execution, but he’s totally unmoved. He said
the execution will take place when the bell tolls at midnight.

It came midnight and the sexton reached for the rope and he
began to pull. He pulled and he pulled and he pulled and there
was no sound. This dear young lady had climbed into the
belfry and wrapped her body around the clapper. When he
stopped she slid down the rope and she ran and fell at the feet
of Oliver Cromwell and the poet put it this way:

At his feet she told her story,
showed her hands all bruised and torn,
And her sweet young face still haggard
with the anguish it had worn,
Touched his heart with sudden pity,
lit his eyes with misty light.
“Go, your lover lives,” said Cromwell,
“Curfew will not ring tonight.”
(source unknown)

That’s love covering. That is love caring to the point of
literally covering, by the use of one’s self, for the purpose and
the benefit of another.

13. “Love...1s believing all things,”
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Now some people have looked at this and they say that’s
weird. Does that mean that we're gullible and we believe all
things? And some people would think, just like Jesus when
Judas came into the garden he planted a kiss on Jesus’ cheek.
Jesus said, “That’s wonderful Judas. Thank you for your sweet
ogreeting.”

If love believes all things, then that’s the way we’re supposed
to act, huh? No.

What this means is love believes all things and gives a person
another chance.

Love believes all things and in the face of it, when somebody
wants to make a new start, we don’t write them off. We don’t
throw them out. We believe it and we give them another
chance and another chance. And we're there believing in
them, knowing that it’s going to be alright.

Well we have to do that with our kids a lot of times.

14. “Love...1s hoping all things,”

The rope of love’s hope has no end. It just keeps hoping.

And the last one:

15. “Love...1s enduring all things.”
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It’l] just put up and put up and put up and keep on and keep
on and keep on. It'll endure whatever is thrown at it.

Now we need to take those 15 things and put our name before
them and let the Spirit of God speak to us about our level of
love and the manifestation of the fruit of the Spirit in our life.

Now let’s look at these last verses very briefly.

III. LOVE LASTS or is eternal, but gifts are temporary—
verses 8-13.

Now as we walk through these, there are some critical phrases
here.

Here comes KEY STATEMENT #2.

v. 8 Love is never coming to an end; but if there are
gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there
are languages, they will come to an end (stop); if
there is knowledge, it will be done away.

“Love 1s never coming to an end;”

Key statement #1 was back in verse 3:

“If I am not having love, it is profiting me nothing.”

Now #2:
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“Love 1s never coming to an end,”
“but’—on the other hand—“if there are gifts of prophecy,”
What’s going to happen to the “gifts of prophecy”?

“they will be done away;"—that’s in the PASSIVE TENSE.
Something will cause them to “be done away” with that gift.

“if there are languages, they will”—will not be done away, but
they will—“come to an end (or stop);”—by themselves.

That’s a different verb, by the way. The difference between
prophecy and languages i1s that something outside of prophecy
stops it, language stops in of itself. It’s in the active.

Now the third verb there is the same as the first one:

“if there 1s knowledge,”—the gift of knowledge—*it will be
done away.”

Something will happen to do away—knowledge and
prophecy—but languages will stop in and of themselves. And
he uses a different verb for the second one that he does for the
first one and the third one.

Now follow carefully the argument of the next verses because
this 1s where there are some real problems, as far as
interpretation is concerned. Refuse to manipulate the text at
this point, but simply to walk through it.
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v. 9 For we are knowing in part, and we are
prophesying in part;

“We are knowing in part,”

What is that? That’s the gift of knowledge, right?

“and we are prophesying in part;”—that’s the gift of prophecy.
What gift has been left out? LANGUAGES—it’s not there.
Alright, now be careful. Look at verse 10.

v. 10 but when that which is perfect comes, that which
is partial will be done away.

“but when that which is perfect comes, that which 1s partial”
What’s “partial”? Knowledge and prophecy only is partial.

“that which 1s partial will be done away.”—Same verb that’s
used with knowledge and prophecy back in verse 8.

So now we know when those two gifts—knowledge and
prophecy—are going to be done away.

“when that which is perfect comes,”

Don’t put languages in there. That doesn’t fit and that is not
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Paul’s intention here. He has more to say about languages in
just a minute. But i1t doesn’t fit here.

The only thing we need now is to interpret what he means by
“perfect.”

Well, the first thing we’d say—when Jesus comes. And that’s
great, 1sn’t 1t?

“When that which 1s perfect comes” knowledge and prophecy
“will be done away.”

Why? We don’t need more prophecies. The Prophet’s here. We
don’t need any more knowledge. He’ll teach the Bible class
and never have to say, “I don’t know.” He’s got it all!

So now we make clear—knowledge and prophecy—it’s gone
when He comes.

Now there are others who interpret this to refer to the divine
revelation, because the Bible isn’t finished yet when this is
written. And so when the prophecy is complete, we don’t need
any more prophets. At the end of the book of Revelation it
says:

“Don’t add any more to this or you’ll be in danger of judgment”
or

“Don’t take anything away from it or you’ll be in danger of
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judgment.”

So the revelation 1s complete, so basically the gift of foretelling
the future and giving divine revelation is complete. So we
could say that when the Bible was complete, we had all the
knowledge and we had all the prophecies available to us. And
we’re now studying the evidence of that.

When that which 1s perfect comes, in the context refers to love,
when finally the fruit of the Spirit is dominant then gifts are
going to take a secondary place. When we really begin to allow
love to permeate our relationships, and that which 1is perfect
comes, then these other things are going to fade into
insignificance.

Now that he’s talked about prophecy and he’s talked about
knowledge, what’s the one gift that’s left to talk about?

Languages, see? And there it 1s in verse 11.

v. 11 When I was a child, I was speaking as a child; I
was thinking as a child, I was reasoning as a child;
when I have become a man, I have put away the
things of a child.

“When I was a child, I was speaking as a child; I was thinking
as a child, I was reasoning as a child; when I have become a
man, I have put away the things of a child.”

They will stop in and of themselves!
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Languages are like the A-B-Cs for the infant stage of the
church, but 1t’ll come a time as the church grows and matures
that it will stop 1n and of itself. And historically they did. And
1t 1s something we have to deal with. That doesn’t mean that
God can’t sovereignly do it, but it says here that it will stop in
and of itself.

He says we speak, we think, we reason like a child. Then

when we become a man and we’ve grown up, we put away
those A-B-Cs.

v. 12 For now we are seeing by means of a mirror dimly,
but then face to face; now I am knowing in part, but
then I shall fully know even as also I was fully
known.

“For now we are seeing by means of a mirror dimly, but then
face to face;”

What’s that? There i1s prophecy.

“now I am knowing in part,”—there’s knowledge—*“but then I
shall fully know even as also I was fully known.”

Paul says, “I can see through just kind of a dull mirror now
and I only know in part, but then I'm going to know fully. I am
going to see Him face-to-face.”

Here comes our last verse.
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v. 13 But now there is remaining faith, hope, love, these
three; but the greatest of these is love.

“Now there 1s remaining faith, hope, love, these three; but the
ogreatest of these is love.”

This 1s the THIRD KEY PHRASE by the way, and our final
one.

Why does he say that faith, hope and love are remaining?
When we really come down to it, more important than the

spiritual gifts are those three words. Why?

FAITH points to our entrance into God’s family when we
receive Jesus Christ—that’s PAST.

And if we’ve been born again and we know Christ as Savior,

faith 1s in the past. It’'s what pardoned our sins, provided our
relationship.

What looks to the FUTURE?
HOPE.
FAITH points to the PAST—that He died for us on the Cross.

HOPE looks to the FUTURE—He’s coming back to get us
again!
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Alright, what’s LOVE for? Right now.
And that’s the one thing that’s going to remain. Why?

When Jesus comes again, there’s no need for FAITH—He’s
here. And there’s no need for HOPE because we have it. But is
there still a need for? LOVE—it’ll always remain and it is
eternal and it’ll never go out of date.

What he’s saying is to stake our stuff on those things which
are eternal.

Here are the lessons we get out of the study as we wrap this
up.

Lesson #1: Love builds up, edifies, and reaches out to others.

Lesson #2: The focus 1n our lives should be on the fruit of the
Spirit more than on the gifts of the Spirit.

Lesson #3: The gifts of the Spirit without the fruit of the Spirit
amount to nothing.

Lesson #4: The loveless person produces nothing, is nothing,
and gains nothing.

Lesson #5: Patience will take anything and kindness will give
anything.

Lesson #6: How much of the fruit of the Spirit is being
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manifest in your own life?

Now here are a few verses from Colossians to chew on with
these and a couple of closing i1llustrations.

Colossians 3:12-14

So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved,
put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness
and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each
other, whoever has a complaint against any one; just as the
Lord forgave you, so also should you. And be above and
beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond
of unity.

John Powell has written a lot of books. He was a priest of the
Catholic Church. And one of his little books that he wrote 1s
called The Secret of Staying in Love. And he tells a graphic
story:

(The Secret of Staying in Love by John Powell)

They were brother priests and brother Jesuits. They had for
many years experienced a rich and rewarding friendship. The
two had trudged together through the wilderness of the long
seminary training. When one had a special need—for time, a
listening ear, or whatever, the other had always been there.

The friendship was ended abruptly in tragedy and death. One
of the two friends was hit by a car and killed in front of the
34



residence where the two priests lived in their community.

When the other was informed that his friend lay dead on the
street, he went running, cut through the cordon of onlookers
and police, and [he] knelt at the side of his old friend. He
gently cradled [his] head on his arm, and before those gaping
people, he blurted out:

“Don’t die! You can’t die! I never told you that I loved you.”
p. 122

So many times we think we’re going to get around to doing
what we need to do and we never do.

Jill and Pat Williams have written a great book called
Rekindled about their marriage. They almost lost it. Pat was
the general manager of the Philadelphia. They wrote another
book called Keep the Fire Glowing about their family. Jill, in
the last chapter, takes 1 Corinthians 13 and she paraphrases
1t beautifully through the ideas presented from someone else
in the chapter. We conclude our study with that.

(Keep the Fire Glowing by Pat and Jill Williams with Jerry
Jenkins)

If I talk to my children about what is right and what is
wrong, but have not love, I am like a ringing doorbell or pots
banging in the kitchen. And though I know what stages they
will go through, and understand their growing pains, and can
answer all their questions about life, and believe myself to be
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a devoted mother, but have not love, I am nothing.

If I give up the fulfillment of a career to make my
children’s lives better, and stay up all night sewing costumes
or baking cookies on short notice, but grumble about lack of
sleep, I have no love and accomplish nothing.

A loving mother is patient with her children’s immaturity
and kind even when they are not; a loving mother is not
jealous of their youth nor does she hold it over their heads
whenever she has sacrificed for them. A loving mother does
not push her children into doing things her way. She is not
irritable, when the chicken pox have kept her confined with
three whining children for two weeks, and does not resent the
child who brought the affliction home in the first place.

A loving mother is not relieved when her disagreeable
child finally disobeys her directly and she can punish him, but
rather rejoices with him when he 1s being more cooperative. A
loving mother bears much of the responsibility for her
children; she believes in them; she hopes in each one’s
individual ability to stand out as a light in a dark world; she
endures every backache and heartache to accomplish that.

A loving mother never really dies. As for homebaked
bread, it will be consumed and forgotten; as for spotless floors,
they will soon gather dust and heelmarks. And as for children,
well, right now toys, friends and food are all-important to
them. But when they grow up it will have been how their
mother loved them that will determine how they love others.
In that way she will live on.

So care, training, and a loving mother reside in a home,
these three, but the greatest of these is a loving mother.
pp. 152-153

36



Phyllis Diller said:

“Cleaning the house while the children are at home 1s like
shoveling the walk while it’s still snowing.”
(source unknown)

Father, we thank You for this opportunity to study this
beautiful chapter. Although it’s familiar ground, it’s
unfamiliar when we see 1t in its context. Thank You that You
want us to BE more than You want us to DO. And that the
better way 1s to be so that as people seek Christ living in us,
they’ll be attracted and the opportunity will then come to do.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:

Running to Win

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

STUDY NUMBER EIGHTEEN — 1 CORINTHIANS 13:1-13

v. 1 If I am speaking with the languages of men and of angels, but
I am not having love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging
cymbal.

v. 2 And if I am having the gift of prophecy, and I am knowing all
the mysteries and all the knowledge; and if I am having all the
faith, so that I am able to remove mountains, but I am not having
love, I am nothing.

v. 3 And if I give away all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I
give up my body to be burned, in order that I may glory, but I am
not having love, it is profiting me nothing.

v. 4 Love is patient, love is kind, is not filled with jealousy; love is
not bragging, is not showing itself off (puffed up),

v. 5 is not behaving disgracefully (indecently), it is not seeking its
own advantage, is not becoming irritated (angry), is not taking evil
into account,

v. 6 is not rejoicing in unrighteousness, but is rejoicing with the
truth;

v. 7 is keeping confidential (covering) all things, is believing all
things, is hoping all things, is enduring all things.

v. 8 Love is never coming to an end; but if there are gifts of
prophecy, they will be done away; if there are languages, they will
come to an end (stop); if there i1s knowledge, it will be done away.
v. 9 For we are knowing in part, and we are prophesying in part;
v. 10 but when that which is perfect comes, that which 1s partial
will be done away.

v. 11 When I was a child, I was speaking as a child; I was thinking
as a child, I was reasoning as a child; when I have become a man, I
have put away the things of a child.
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NOTES

v. 12 For now we are seeing by means of a mirror dimly, but then
face to face; now I am knowing in part, but then I shall fully know
even as also I was fully known.

v. 13 But now there is remaining faith, hope, love, these three; but
the greatest of these is love.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 and in your own words pull
out the main thought of this passage.

2. What is Paul pointing out in this chapter as being the
more excellent way?

3. What 1s the result of the absence of love in all of our
activities in verses 1-3?

39



4. Make a list of the characteristics of love 1n verses 4-7
and then ask yourself if you are a loving person.

5. Compare love with certain spiritual gifts that are
mentioned in verse 8.

6. What 1s part of our frustration, according to verse 9?

7. What happens when you begin to grow up, according to
verse 117

8. What are the three things that are remaining and what is
the greatest of the three?
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9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: Love builds up, edifies, and reaches out to
others.

LESSON #2: The focus in our lives should be on the fruit of
the Spirit more than the gifts of the Spirit.

LESSON #3: Gifts of the Spirit without the fruit of the Spirit
amount to nothing.

LESSON #4: The loveless person produces nothing, is nothing,
and gains nothing.
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LESSON #5: Patience will take anything; kindness will give
anything.

LESSON #6: How much of the fruitage of the Spirit do you see
manifest in your own life?
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