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A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS: 

 

Running to Win 

 

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You” 

 

Study Number Nineteen – 1 Corinthians 14:1-25 

 

 

First Corinthians 14 is always a thorny, difficult passage of 

scripture simply because it talks about languages. 

 

Ludlow Porch, when he talks about languages, says we have 

to understand that when we’re in the south we need a very 

special language to communicate. He says for instance: 

 

(Who Cares About Apathy? by Ludlow Porch) 

 

 If [you] want to explain how mean someone is, [you] might 

say [something like this]: 

 

 1. He is so mean, he would knock you naked and hide 

your clothes… [or] 

 7. She hit him so hard, his shirt tail went up his back 

like a window shade. 

 

 [Now] In the South, it is not enough to say someone is 

ugly. We say: 

 

 1. She is so ugly she has to sneak up on a glass of 
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water… [or] 

 3. He’s ugly enough to make a freight train take a dirt 

road. [or] 

 4. He looked like his face caught on fire and somebody 

beat it out with a shovel. [or] 

 5. The whole family was so ugly that, when they made 

home movies, they hired stand-ins… 

 

 [Now] One of the worst things you can [say to someone] in 

the south is [to call them] lazy. There are a lot of synonyms for 

lazy, like sorry, shiftless, no account, and useless. There are 

many descriptive phrases used to cover this unfortunate 

condition: … 

 

 3. That’s one old dog that won’t hunt… 

 5. He wouldn’t scratch if he had a four-pound flea. 

 6. He’s so lazy he gets somebody else to call his dogs. 

 7. He was born lazy and had a relapse. 

pp. 55-56  

 

When we look at some of those things we realize language has 

strange ways of communicating. Probably the biggest problem 

with the circumstances that surround us today, and the 

reason the fourteenth chapter is so controversial, is simply 

because of language.  

 

What we’re doing now, we have studied some of chapter 12 

and chapter 13, and now we’re working through 14.  

 

J. I. Packer has written a book called Keep in Step with the 
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Spirit and in it he says this: 

 

(Keep In Step with the Spirit by J. I. Packer) 

 

No one should treat his gifts as proof that he pleases God or as 

guaranteeing his salvation. Spiritual gifts do neither of these 

things. 

p. 32  

 

Now what we’ve looked at so far is in chapter 12. Paul teaches 

us that spiritual gifts are tools for ministry. That means they 

are pointing outward and they’re to be used to edify and 

evangelize. Edify the Christians and evangelize those who are 

not. Those are our tools. 

 

And as God has given each of us a gift or gifts, we need to 

discover what those are and begin to function in the body of 

Christ for the benefit of everybody else. 

 

Then he told us that the focus in our lives is the better way, 

which is the fruit of the Spirit rather than gifts of the Spirit, 

and he focused on love. And the last thing he said was: “faith, 

hope and love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.” 

(ref. 1 Corinthians 13:13) 

 

Now having said all that, we have the four basic passages that 

talk about spiritual gifts: 

 

1. 1 Corinthians 12, 
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2. Romans 12,  

 

3. Ephesians 4, and 

 

4. 1 Peter 4. 

 

It’s interesting, when we distill all of those passages we come 

up with several dominant themes. There’s: 

 

1. UNITY—and when spiritual gifts are being expressed in 

the right way, there’s unity or oneness. 

 

Secondly, spiritual gifts also lead to: 

 

2. DIVERSITY—it means there are lots of different gifts and 

different abilities.  

 

And then thirdly, gifts are always given for: 

 

3. the COMMON GOOD—in other words, for the edification 

of others. 

 

And then fourth, in every one of the passages we have some 

focus or reference to: 

 

4. LOVE—and so it’s like every writer is wanting us to 

understand that when spiritual gifts are functioning properly, 

it promotes, stimulates love and we ought to be more 

concerned about that, as we studied in 1 Corinthians 13, than 

we are even about what our gift or gifts might be. 
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Now what’s happening is: 

 

chapter 12 is the TEACHING, 

 

chapter 13 is the LOVE, and 

 

chapter 14 APPLIES IT to the Corinthian situation. 

 

Now there are only TWO GIFTS that are a problem in 

Corinth, and it’s these two gifts that he’s going to spend the 

time in chapter 14 on. The TWO GIFTS are: 

 

1. the gift of PROPHECY and 

 

2. the gift of LANGUAGES. 

 

So let’s pick up at verse 1. We’ll see what we can learn from 

this passage of scripture. 

 

v. 1 Be constantly pursuing this love, yet be desiring 

earnestly the spiritual gifts, but especially that you 

may prophesy. 

 

“Be constantly pursuing this love, yet be desiring earnestly 

the spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.” 

 

Now notice, first of all, there are TWO COMMANDS here 

right off the bat. We’re going to find SEVEN QUESTIONS and 

FIVE COMMANDS in the passage. 
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But right away he has TWO THINGS he wants to say: 

 

1. “Be constantly pursuing love.” 

 

That’s in the PRESENT TENSE. It’s going on all the time. 

 

He said back at the end of chapter 12, “I’m going to show you 

the better way.” (see 1 Corinthians 12:31) 

 

In chapter 13 he describes it for us. (see 1 Corinthians 13:13) 

 

And now as he opens chapter 14, he says: 

 

“Be constantly pursuing this love”—this fruit of the Spirit. 

 

Then the second command is: 

 

2. “yet be desiring earnestly the spiritual gifts, but 

especially that you may prophesy.” 

 

Now what does he mean when he says, “be desiring … the 

spiritual gifts”?  

 

Well some would say that means that we go and search for the 

very best ones and we pray and seek God’s face for those. Now 

that’s contrary to all the teaching that we have learned. God is 

sovereign. He’s the One who gives the gifts—we have nothing 

to do with it. We can only discover what God has already 

given us. We have no way of being involved in any way in 
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determining what our gift is. 

 

So what does he mean when he says, “be desiring … spiritual 

gifts”?  

 

Most likely what he means by that is we better find out what 

it is and get busy using it, because we’re going to be held 

accountable for it. 

 

That’s exactly what Paul told Timothy, “stir up the gift that’s 

in you.” (see 2 Timothy 1:6) 

 

In other words, get busy with what we’re supposed to be doing 

to edify the body of Christ and find our fulfillment and our joy 

in that. 

 

So he says, first of all—the big thing—is LOVE. 

 

But then he says in command #2: 

 

“be desiring earnestly the spiritual gifts, but especially that 

you may prophesy.” 

 

What in the world does he mean by that? Well one theologian 

described “prophecy” as: 

 

Foretelling and forth-telling. And the foretelling part of it is 

gone. God has finished His divine revelation. There are no 

prophets today. There are no prophecies being given. 

(source unknown) 
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God spoke in these last days through His Son. That’s the last 

message that we can expect from God. And we’re warned in 

the book of Revelation not to add to or take away. So the 

prophetic side of it, the side that would say, “This is what’s 

going to happen—this is this,” has been nullified, done away 

with because of the divine revelation is complete. 

 

Now that runs contrary to some things we hear. For instance 

we often hear this statement: 

 

“God told me to do this.” 

 

And so we hear what God told that person. The only problem 

with that is we really have a tough time arguing with that 

person. Because if we’re arguing with him we’re arguing 

against God. That’s really an insulated super spiritual stance 

to take that’s totally unapproachable. Nobody can argue with 

that.  

 

They’re saying some things they wished and they’re 

expressing it as though this is what God said. 

 

We so often have people come in under the guise of hearing 

from God or having some message, and if we have enough 

faith the guy is going to survive and then he doesn’t. And then 

what happens? People get bitter, they get resentful. They 

think that God doesn’t care. They think they didn’t have 

enough faith.  

 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



9 

 

And when we come to prophesy, there’s only one part of 

prophecy that we could earnestly desire and that’s to proclaim 

divine truth—and all of us can do that. 

 

Earnestly desire that we can announce the divine revelation 

that’s already complete! There’s nothing more exciting about 

that!  

 

Now remember, we’re going to start with certain verses that 

are key verses. Okay, there are SIX of them as we walk 

through these verses. 

 

The first one is verse 1: 

 

“Be constantly pursuing this love, yet be desiring earnestly 

the spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.” 

 

v. 2 For the one who is speaking in a language is not 

speaking to men but to God; for no one is 

understanding, but in his spirit he is speaking 

mysteries.  

 

“For”—REASON—“the one who is speaking in a language is 

not speaking to men but to God; for no one is understanding, 

but in his spirit he is speaking mysteries.” 

 

Now we’re coming to the whole gift of languages. And what is 

it? We need to understand what it is. We need to understand 

what it is not, and the whole function of it. And this passage 

just beautifully describes that. 
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We need to recognize this is a very isolated problem. This only 

occurs THREE TIMES in the book of Acts and here in the 

Corinthian assembly. And that’s the only place it is in the 

Bible. 

 

Jesus never spoke in languages—as far as we know. Paul 

never spoke publicly in languages, as we know, or made an 

issue out of it—other than here he tells us that he did more 

than everybody else, as we’re going to see in just a minute. 

 

And we don’t find any of the apostles speaking about 

languages or speaking in languages. And so it’s a phenomenon 

we have to understand, we must explain, we must be 

sensitive, we must be willing to just trust God. 

 

Boy when that Spirit prevails then we can really get down to 

where it is and try to discover what the truth says and what 

the gift is and what it isn’t, and whether or not we have any 

valid manifestations of that gift today. 

 

Now what he says here about this gift is that the person 

exercising it is “speaking…to God.” And he’s “speaking in a 

language” so therefore he doesn’t know what he’s saying. 

 

Now if we took the gift of languages and the gift of prophecy—

the two we’re going to talk about through this whole chapter—

the differences between them are very interesting. For 

instance: 
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1. The gift of languages is always spoken TO GOD.  

 

2. It is giving thanks to God for His wonderful work. 

 

3. The miracle of speaking in languages was a sign to people 

who weren’t Christians. It’s not a sign to believers as we’re 

going to see in just a little bit. 

 

Now, if languages is speaking to God, why is it that when the 

phenomenon happens today somebody announces a message 

FROM God to the people? We have to think those things 

through. If this is real, and somebody interprets the 

phenomenon of languages, then it ought to be an expression of 

praise or worship TO God rather than a message FROM God 

to men, because that’s what prophecy is. 

 

Now when we look at the gift of prophecy: 

 

1. The audience is the people—we’re here. 

 

2. It’s a message from God to the people—that’s what a 

prophecy is. And the divine revelation is God’s final message 

to the people. 

 

3. The purpose in speaking it is so we’ll understand the will 

of God so we can be obedient. 

 

The two gifts are totally contrary when it comes to the 

audience, to the function and basically everything that relates 

to it. 
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v. 3 But the one who is prophesying is speaking to men 

for edification and exhortation and encouragement.  

 

“But the one who is prophesying is speaking to men for 

edification and exhortation and encouragement.” 

 

Now isn’t that the neatest verse in the whole Bible? That is 

our SECOND KEY VERSE in the passage.  

 

Now what we could do, if we had any desire to be a prophet, 

we have a perfect verse to work with. We can stand up with 

our homilitized outline, every point starting with E, and we 

have three points in the message. 

 

“I’m a prophet. I have come:” 

 

1. to EDIFY, 

 

2. to EXHORT, and 

 

3. to ENCOURAGE. 

 

Isn’t that great? And then just change it around a little bit 

and say: “I came to build up, to stir up and to cheer up!” There 

we have it! We have our outline, we could just be a blessing to 

everybody we taught and that’d be a great way to start out. 

 

Okay, when we see that, what is the KEY WORD among those 

three? The key word is “edification.” 
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We’re going to get tired of seeing one word, and the 

relationship of that word to the study. And it’s Paul driving 

something home that is serious. It’s the word “edification.” 

 

We cannot be selfish with a spiritual gift and be doing what 

we’re supposed to be doing. A spiritual gift, when it functions, 

edifies others. So he’s using words here that are critical to 

understanding the function of the gift—it always points 

OUTWARD. 

 

So “edification,” “exhortation,” and “encouragement”—all 

three of those things ought to happen as a result of the time 

we have here studying the divine revelation. 

 

v. 4 The one who is speaking in a language is edifying 

himself; but the one who is prophesying is edifying 

the church.  

 

“The one who is speaking in a language is edifying himself;”—

there’s that word again—“but the one who is prophesying is 

edifying the church.” 

 

Now is Paul commending the use of languages to edify 

oneself? He can’t be doing that. He said back in chapter 12 

that the spiritual gift is for the common good when it’s used 

properly.  

 

And what they’re doing in Corinth is not right. The people 

who are “speaking in languages” in Corinth are edifying 
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themselves and that’s not right! It is putting something in a 

context where it’s being used in a wrong direction, and that’s 

what he’s saying is happening. 

 

“but the one who is prophesying [there] is edifying the 

church.” He is doing what he is supposed to do and therefore 

he prefers that over the other one—the other gift. 

 

v. 5 Now I am wishing you all were speaking in 

languages, but even more that you would be 

prophesying; and greater is the one who is 

prophesying than the one who is speaking in 

languages, unless he is translating, in order that 

the church may receive edifying.  

 

“Now I am wishing you all were speaking in languages,” 

 

Paul is a southerner isn’t he? “I’m wishing y’all...” There it is, 

right there. Those of the other persuasion jump on this 

because Paul’s saying, “I was wishin’ you all were speaking 

languages.” 

 

Why? Because we wouldn’t need Wycliffe Bible Translators. If 

we all were speaking languages, we could send missionaries 

around the world and many would evangelize the world. 

Legitimate languages—there’s 3,700 of them. Paul says, “I 

wish y’all were speaking languages so we won’t have to send 

any of you to language school to send you out to the mission 

field.” 
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What Paul is saying here is, “I just wish y’all were speaking 

languages. Then we could just reach everybody.” 

 

“but even more”—see they don’t oftentimes look at that little 

phrase. 

 

“even more that you would be prophesying; and greater is the 

one who is prophesying than the one who is speaking in 

languages, unless he is translating, in order that the church 

may receive edifying.” 

 

There’s our word again! Isn’t it amazing how we read over 

verses and we never really focus on a particular word? And 

then when we start focusing on it, it just seems to jump out of 

every single verse. And there it is one more time. 

 

That word “edifying” has already occurred in verse 3, twice in 

verse 4 and now here it is again in verse 5. That we would be 

doing this, so they might “receive edifying.” 

 

v. 6 But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking in 

languages, what shall I profit you, unless I speak to 

you either by way of revelation or of knowledge or 

of prophecy or of teaching?  

 

“But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking in languages, 

what shall I profit you,”—that’s just a synonym for edifying. 

 

“what shall I profit you, unless I speak to you either by way of 

revelation or of knowledge or of prophecy or of teaching?” 
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These are the spiritual gifts that we’d have to use to 

communicate with others. We would: 

 

come giving a revelation,  

 

coming giving knowledge, 

 

come with a prophecy or  

 

come with some teaching in order that we might edify others. 

 

That is QUESTION #1 in the series of questions—there are 

going to be seven of them in the passage. And that happens to 

be the first one. 

 

Now what he’s going to do in verse 7 and 8 is he’s going to give 

us a little illustration. He’s going to take us to music school 

and he’s going to show us a flute and a harp and a bugle here 

in verses 7 and 8. 

 

v. 7 Yet even lifeless things, which are giving out a 

sound either flute or harp, if they make no clear 

distinction in their tones, how will it be known 

what is played on the flute or on the harp?  

 

“Yet even lifeless things, which are giving out a sound either 

flute or harp, if they make no clear distinction in their tones, 

how will it be known what is played on the flute or on the 

harp?” 
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And there’s QUESTION #2. 

 

If the flute and if the harp doesn’t give a clear tone, we have 

discord. 

 

Ever heard these little old nippers learning to play the piano 

and they hit the wrong chord? We go, “UHHH!” like that and 

then they hit it again and we go “UHHH!” He’s saying that’s 

what happens with languages. It’s discordant. There’s no 

coherence. There’s no flow of the tune. We can’t understand 

what’s being played. 

 

And then in verse 8 he says:  

 

v. 8 For if the bugle (trumpet) produces an indistinct 

sound, who will prepare himself for battle?  

 

“If the bugle (or the trumpet) produces an indistinct sound, 

who will prepare himself for battle?” 

 

When the bugle does that, who’s going to “prepare himself for 

battle”? It’s totally confusing. 

 

Now notice the little phrase in verse 9. 

 

v. 9 So also you, unless by means of the tongue you do 

not give a word which is clear, how will it be known 

that which is spoken? For you will be speaking into 

the air.  
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“So also you,”—he’s applying it again. That’s the second time 

that’s occurred. 

 

“So also you, unless by means of the tongue you do not give a 

word which is clear, how will it be known that which is 

spoken? For you will be speaking into the air.” 

 

He says with languages it’s a lot of sound and a lot of 

speaking, but nobody’s getting blessed. Nobody’s hearing 

anything because they can’t understand what’s happening. 

How will they know what’s played? And now he says they’ll 

“be speaking into the air.” 

 

v. 10 There are, probably, ever so many different 

languages in the world, and not one is without 

meaning.  

 

“There are, probably, ever so many different languages in the 

world,” 

 

See that tells us it’s a real language. It is not spiritual 

gibberish. He’s saying: 

 

“There are… ever so many different languages in the world, 

and not one is without meaning.” 

 

There are probably somewhere around 3,700 of those 

languages. 
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v. 11 Therefore, if I do not know the meaning of the 

voice, I shall be to the one who is speaking a 

foreigner, and the one who is speaking will be a 

foreigner to me.  

 

“Therefore, if I do not know the meaning of the voice, I shall 

be to the one who is speaking a foreigner, and the one who is 

speaking will be a foreigner to me.” 

 

Paul was teaching all night there and Eutychus fell out of the 

third story window. They interrupted the service long enough 

to get a resurrection but he came back upstairs and talked to 

them until daybreak. He ate a little breakfast and then took a 

20 mile trip on foot down to rendezvous with the rest of the 

guys in the boat a little later in the day. A fabulous 

commitment because of their excitement. What’s concerning?  

 

“These guys don’t know English and I’m going to have to 

communicate with an interpreter. Somebody’s got to be 

alongside. I’m a foreigner. And so no matter what I say from 

the text, inspired by the Spirit of God, it’s not going to 

communicate unless I’ve got somebody right there who can 

take what I’m saying and communicate it to them effectively 

so the Word of God opens up to them and they understand 

what it says.” 

 

And that’s what he’s saying here. He says, “you’re going to be 

like a foreigner to them.” 
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v. 12 So also you, since you are eagerly desirous of 

spiritual gifts, be desiring them in order that you 

may abound in them for the edification of the 

church.  

 

“So also”—there’s that word again 

 

“So also you, since you are eagerly desirous of spiritual 

gifts,”—and boy they are—“be desiring them”—he says that’s 

okay, have a desire for them—“in order that you may abound 

in them”—but for what reason? 

 

REASON: 

 

“for the edification of the church.” 

 

Keep our focus proper. That is our KEY STATEMENT #3—

verse 12. 

 

KEY STATEMENT #1 was back in verse 1. 

 

KEY STATEMENT #2 was in verse 3. 

 

And now KEY STATEMENT #3 is here in verse 12. He says 

“desiring them,” that’s okay but desire them in this way. 

 

v. 13 Therefore, let the one who is speaking in a 

language be praying that he may interpret.  

 

“Therefore, let the one who is speaking in a language be 
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praying that he may interpret.” 

 

Somebody is there to take that valid language and 

communicate it to the people for edification. 

 

v. 14 For if I am praying in a language, my spirit is 

praying, but my mind is unfruitful.  

 

“For if I am praying in a language, my spirit is praying, but 

my mind is unfruitful.” 

 

Now there are those who take this verse and they say that 

they have a special prayer language.  

 

God has not given us a special entrée to Him with a 

mysterious tongue that can speak to Him in an incoherent 

fashion. God, it actually scores us in the Sermon on the 

Mount, when Jesus is speaking about vain repetition as the 

heathen do. And so that’s dangerous. 

 

And Paul says, “I don’t want to be somebody who’s praying 

and somebody who’s singing in a language that I don’t know!” 

 

v. 15 What is the outcome then? I shall pray with the 

spirit but I shall pray with the mind also; I shall 

sing with the spirit but I shall sing with the mind 

also.  

 

“What is the outcome then?” 
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Back in verse 14 he speaks of the fact that “if I am praying in 

a language, my spirit is praying, but my mind is unfruitful.” 

 

“What is the outcome then? I shall pray with the spirit but I 

shall pray with the mind also; I shall sing with the spirit and I 

shall sing with the mind also.” 

 

What do we do when we worship God? Well we sing and we 

pray, don’t we? We communicate with Him.  

 

And Paul says, “When I have my times of worship, I want to 

do this in a coherent fashion.” 

 

Colossians 3:16 

 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly with all wisdom 

teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your 

hearts to God. 

 

Isn’t that neat? Ever done that? Just have our own little 

private worship service where we’re praying to God and 

singing to Him and just rejoicing in the beauty of all that He 

is? 

 

Paul’s saying. “I didn’t try speaking languages. I was speaking 

coherently. I was talking to Him. I was singing to Him.” 

 

It’s the manifestation of a Spirit-filled life that we carry on a 

conversation with our friend—the Lord—and that’s our prayer 
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life; and the songs that we sing. 

 

v. 16 Otherwise, if you bless in the spirit only, how will 

the one who is filling the place of the unlearned say 

the “Amen” at your giving of thanks, since he is not 

knowing what you are saying?  

 

“Otherwise, if you bless in the spirit only, how will the one 

who is filling the place of the unlearned say the ‘Amen’ at your 

giving of thanks, since he is not knowing what you are 

saying?” 

 

He’s being practical. Here he is, way on the way and really 

blessing them in the Spirit! But who’s going to say, “Amen” 

because he doesn’t know what they’re saying?! 

 

Paul is so practical here. At this point he says, “There’s 

nobody doing it. Y’all are doing a great job.” 

 

v. 17 For indeed you are giving thanks well enough, but 

the other man is not edified.  

 

“Indeed you are giving thanks well enough, but the other man 

is not”—WHAT?—“edified.” 

 

There it is. That’s our FOURTH KEY STATEMENT: 

 

“indeed you give thanks well enough, but the other man is not 

edified.” 
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v. 18 I am thanking my God, that I am speaking in 

languages more than you all.  

 

“I am thanking my God, that I am speaking in languages more 

than you all.” 

 

He is a southerner—there it is. And this is the verse that so 

many people really get into saying that since Paul did it more 

than anybody else, it has to be the gospel truth that we would 

seek it, we would desire it and we would be more spiritual if 

we did this. 

 

Now let’s just back off for a second. Why is Paul saying, “I am 

thanking God that I am speaking in languages more than you 

all?” 

 

Because the Corinthians had thought that they were super 

spiritual because they were doing it. And Paul’s going to say, 

“Listen, you don’t have anything on me. I speak more 

languages more than y’all.” 

 

Okay, now we have to ask ourselves the question:  

 

When did Paul speak in languages since we don’t have any 

record of it publicly in the scriptures? 

 

Most likely TWO TIMES. Every new mission field he hit, he 

spoke in languages. He knew the language supernaturally. He 

didn’t have to go to language school. When he was in 

Ephesus—wherever he was in the Roman Empire, if we look 
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at all three of his missionary journeys, he traveled into many, 

many, many language groups and he never had to stop and be 

concerned about being able to communicate. He was 

instantaneously able to communicate supernaturally in that 

language with those people, the gospel, without an interpreter 

and without any prior knowledge. 

 

Now that is the gift of languages which we see in the book of 

Acts. They all began to speak in other languages and 

everybody understood them. The words are the same, the 

phenomenon is the same. So Paul did probably more than they 

did because he was in touch with many different people. 

 

But the other time that Paul speaks in languages is when he’s 

in the synagogue. And we’re going to hold that for just a 

second, because there’s a critical teaching on languages that 

often people neglect. And this is what a closet charismatic said 

that he learned out of the study that nobody had ever shared 

with him before. And it’s going to come out of the passage in 

just a second. The time Paul spoke in languages was in the 

synagogue. 

 

Notice what he says in verse 19. What? How does it start? 

 

“But in the church…” 

 

v. 19 But, in the church I am desiring to speak five 

words with my mind, in order that I may instruct 

others also, rather than ten thousand words in a 

language.  
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“But,”—CONTRAST—“in the church I am desiring to speak 

five words with my mind, in order that I may instruct others 

also, rather than ten thousand words in a language.” 

 

The word “instruct” is also edified. It’s actually a synonym for 

the purpose of blessing others with what he is having to say. 

 

v. 20 Brethren, stop becoming little children in your 

thinking; but be as a child in evil and be mature in 

your thinking.  

 

“Brethren, stop becoming little children in your thinking; but 

be as a child in evil and be mature in your thinking.” 

 

Here we have COMMAND #5 of the commands that are given. 

This is the final one in the passage. 

 

“stop becoming little children in your thinking; but be as a 

child in evil and be mature in your thinking.” 

 

This is also KEY STATEMENT #5 of 6 that we’re going to see 

in the passage. 

 

What does this verse call to remembrance from our last study? 

 

Looking back can we see a relationship between 1 Corinthians 

13 and this verse we just looked at? 

 

1 Corinthians 13:11 
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When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I reasoned as a child, I 

acted as a child; and when I became a man I put away childish 

things. 

 

That’s the only illustration he uses in chapter 13 when he 

talks about languages. Languages like this are for the time of 

immaturity. When we become mature, we put away childish 

things.  

 

Paul says, “stop becoming little children in your thinking; but 

be as a child in evil…” Be pure and simple when it comes to 

evil, but “be mature”—there’s our word—“in your thinking.” 

 

We have two extremes when we have grown children and 

grandkids visit, okay. We have the epitome of selfishness, and 

if our kids have matured at all, we have the epitome of 

servanthood.  

 

We’re saying, the level of our maturity is determined by the 

lessons we’ve learned about servanthood. If we have got to 

hold on to a spiritual gift to edify ourselves, to selfishly think 

of ourselves, we haven’t grown up very much. But when we’ve 

matured, we’re using our spiritual gift right and that’s to 

serve others and to learn what it is to be a blessing to other 

people. 

 

We can determine our level of spiritual maturity by how 

selfish or how much of a servant we are, in sacrificially giving 

of ourselves to others. And Paul is saying, “Look, grow up. 
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Mature in the faith and don’t stay like a little child in your 

thinking; but be mature—grow up.” 

 

J. Grant Howard wrote a book called The Trauma of 

transparency and he says this: 

 

(The Trauma of Transparency by J. Grant Howard) 

 

We Grow Up . . . . . . That’s Maturity 

 

We Grow Together . . . . . . . That’s Unity 

 

 What makes these two results occur? The effective 

communication of truth. The truth we depend on to produce 

growth in us functions as the bonding agent to effect unity 

between us. 

p. 197  

 

TRUTH in us affects UNITY between us. 

 

Ruth Harms Calkin has a great way sometimes of expressing 

the fact that she wanted to go back to immaturity. She says in 

her little poem: 

 

(Lord, I Just Keep Running in Circles by Ruth Harms Calkin) 

 

I’M TEMPTED NOW AND THEN 

 

Lord 

I’m tempted now and then 
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To revert to spiritual immaturity . . . 

To crawl into [the] highchair of rebellion 

And beat my clenched fists 

Upon the cold, plastic tray of self-pity. 

But You have bigger plans 

In mind for me, dear God. 

You stand me straight on my feet 

You scrub my stubborn heart 

And [You] send me on my way 

To help another wailing child 

Who desperately needs to grow. 

p. 70  

 

That’s it. We want to crawl back up in the highchair and beat 

on the tray! And say, “Take care of me! It’s raining on my 

parade! Have you heard what’s happened to me?!” Instead of 

getting down out of the chair and starting to walk and 

ministering to somebody else who’s really, really hurting. 

When we get that kind of an attitude we really begin to 

change. 

 

We can tell spiritual maturity by relationships too. Whether 

there’s real unity or there’s real love or there’s real oneness 

and where there’s real sacrificial giving. That is the 

characteristic of the body of Christ. 

 

Do we see that in the book of Acts? Everything they had was 

common. They’re sacrificially selling their land and serving 

one another and giving and meeting needs without even 

having to take an offering. They’re begging to meet one 
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another’s needs.  

 

Tim Hansel gets kind of humorous sometimes and in one of 

his books he tells the story from Schultz’s comic strip 

“Peanuts”: 

 

(Eating Problems for Breakfast: A Simple Creative Approach 

to Solving Any Problem by Tim Hansel) 

 

 Lucy shouts at Linus, “You blockhead!” 

 Linus counters, “Why did you call me a dumbbell?” 

 “I didn’t say dumbbell, I said blockhead,” Lucy replies. 

With [her] chin in hand, elbows resting on the top of the wall, 

Lucy says to herself, “That’s what causes so much trouble 

between people today, there is no real understanding.” 

pp. 186-7  

 

We can just feel that’s true! There’s just no real 

understanding. 

 

Now here comes the KEY PART to the study. This is where we 

want to land for just a second.  

 

v. 21 In the Law it has been written, “I shall speak to 

this people through men of strange languages and 

through the lips of strangers, and even so they will 

not listen to me,” says the Lord.  

 

“In the Law it has been written, ‘I shall speak to this people 

through men of strange languages and through the lips of 
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strangers, and even so they will not listen to me,” says the 

Lord.” 

 

Why does he bring that reference in here right now? That 

reference, by the way, is spoken by Moses and Isaiah.  

 

It’s in Deuteronomy 28:49. Moses has given his swan song 

before they go into the land.  

 

And then it’s in Isaiah 28:11-12. And Isaiah’s prophesying 

some problems for Israel.  

 

Can we just distill both of those down in just a brief 

statement? What the Lord means by this is that when the 

nation Israel hears somebody speaking in a foreign language, 

it means only one thing—God is through with them and 

judgment has come. 

 

Now, what does that mean? For instance, when the nation 

Israel—the northern kingdom—was taken into captivity in 

1721 B.C., what happened? They heard in the streets of 

Samaria the foreign languages of the Assyrians who swept 

them off into captivity. 

 

In 586 B.C. what did they hear in the streets of Jerusalem? 

The Babylonians as they swept the nation of Judah into 

captivity. 

 

They understood that if they can continue to forsake the Lord 

and live in idolatry, and they continue to live in immorality, 
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the way they could tell that God was through with them was 

somebody would be speaking in foreign languages. 

 

Now why they speak in foreign languages on the day of 

Pentecost? Because they rejected God the Father and they 

spoke in languages in the Old Testament. They just got 

through crucifying the Messiah, Jesus Christ, and they’re 

rejecting the Holy Spirit. The Trinity has been rejected and 

they’re speaking in languages. 

 

It’s God saying on the birthday of the church, “Israel I’m 

through with you for right now.” 

 

Romans 9, 10 and 11 tells us that the nation Israel has been 

set aside. So when Paul stood up in the synagogue and he 

spoke in a Gentile language, every Jew sat there with 

horrendous respect and fear in his heart, wondering about the 

meaning of the language. 

 

And that’s why they spoke in languages. So that Israel could 

realize that now the gospel was going to the Gentile world and 

everybody was going to have a chance by faith in the Lord 

Jesus Christ to become a part of the church, the body of 

Christ. 

 

Now that was a very simple capsule statement of it, but notice 

our last KEY VERSE is verse 22. 

 

v. 22 So then languages are for a sign, not to those who 

are believing, but to unbelievers; but prophecy is 
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not for the unbelievers, but for those who are 

believing.  

 

“So then”—WHAT?—“languages are for a sign, not to those 

who are believing, but to unbelievers; but prophecy is not for 

the unbelievers, but for those who are believing.” 

 

And KEY STATEMENT #6 then is that twenty-second verse. 

It is not for believers. It’s for unbelievers. It’s for the Jews as a 

sign to them that now judgment has happened to Israel and 

the ministry of the Gospel is going to go to the whole world 

and opportunities to become a part of the church, the body of 

Christ. 

 

Now, two statements and then let’s look at why we have great 

concern over what’s happening today. 

 

1. “languages are for a sign,” and not for self-edification. 

 

2. Languages are not for those who believe, but for 

unbelievers. 

 

Alright, take those two statements and apply them to the 

contemporary movement. Languages are for self-edification. 

And languages are a sign to the believer that there has been a 

filling of the Holy Spirit because speaking in languages is a 

phenomenon that indicates the fact that we have been filled 

with the Spirit. 

 

And both of those are a violation of the text at this point, 
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when we think of it. 

 

Now the last verses are very easy.  

 

v. 23 If, therefore, the whole church should come 

together in one place and all are speaking in 

languages, and there enter the unlearned or 

unbelievers, will they not say that you are out of 

your mind?  

 

“If, therefore, the whole church should come together in one 

place and all are speaking in languages, and there enter the 

unlearned or unbelievers, will they not say that you are out of 

your mind?” 

 

They’ll say, “Hey, I don’t understand what’s going on there. 

It’s totally confusing and it’s upsetting.” 

 

That’s what happens when everybody’s speaking languages. 

Now, what if everybody’s speaking in prophecy or giving some 

part of the Word of God—quoting Scripture?  

 

v. 24 But if all are prophesying, and an unbeliever or an 

unlearned man enters, he is brought under 

conviction by all, he is called to account by all.  

 

“If all are prophesying, and an unbeliever or an unlearned 

man enters,” what’s going to happen to him? FOUR THINGS: 

 

1. “he is brought under conviction by all,” 
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2. “he is called to account by all.” 

 

v. 25 The secrets of his heart are becoming evident; and 

so having fallen upon his face, he will worship God, 

declaring that God is certainly among you.  

 

3. “The secrets of his heart are becoming evident; and” 

 

4. “so having fallen upon his face, he will worship God, 

declaring that God is certainly among you.” 

 

William Barclay says: 

 

1. It convicts a man of his sin.  

 

When the Spirit of God is working, just like the woman at the 

well said: “Come see a man who told me all that I ever did!” 

He laid out before her, her life. 

 

2. It brings a man under judgment. He realizes he’s going to 

have to answer for his sin. He’s accountable. 

 

3. It shows a man the secrets of his heart and we don’t want 

to look at the secrets of our heart. 

 

4. And then finally, it brings a man to his knees before God. 

And the man says, “God be merciful to me a sinner.” 

(source unknown) 
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Now we have these lessons and then we have one final little 

statement. 

 

Lesson #1: We are to be constantly pursuing love. 

 

Lesson #2: When we proclaim the truth of the Word of God—

When we proclaim the truth of the Word of God—we edify, 

exhort, and encourage. 

 

Lesson #3: The gift of prophecy is greater than the gift of 

languages. 

 

Lesson #4: If language does not communicate, it does not 

accomplish its purpose. 

 

Lesson #5: “The heart without the mind is fanaticism. The 

mind without the heart is rationalism.” 

 

Lesson #6: Edification of others is the goal of all of our 

spiritual gifts. 

 

Lesson #7: Languages are a sign of judgment to the nation 

Israel. 

 

Ray Stedman, as he summarizes this section, makes the 

following statement: 

 

The present manifestation is not a language, and it is usually 

not addressed to God. It is more often addressed to the people 

present, so again it does not fit the qualifications of the 
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biblical gift. It is primarily exercised privately today, whereas, 

as we have seen, there is no indication of the private use of 

[languages] in the New Testament. Finally, it is not a sign to 

unbelievers today; therefore, we must judge that the 

phenomenon which we see and hear today is not the biblical 

gift of [languages]. Many people are being misled, oftentimes 

quite earnestly and sincerely, into identifying a purely 

psychological phenomenon as the biblical gift of [languages]. 

Many temperaments are capable of repetition of sounds and of 

this kind of self-induced hypnosis which results in this. In 

itself the phenomenon is relatively harmless. It was common 

throughout the ancient world. … 

 Now if the true gift is present [today], Paul says, “…forbid 

not to speak with [languages].” But when that which is not the 

biblical gift, but is mistakenly called such, is being exercised, 

we have a right to discourage its use and even forbid it as a 

divisive activity within the church. 

p. 272 (paraphrased, source unknown) 

 

John Piper, writing as a Christian hedonist, says this: 

 

(Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist by John 

Piper) 

 

First, we are surrounded by unconverted [today] who think 

they do believe in Jesus. Drunks on the street say they 

believe. Unmarried couples sleeping together say they believe. 

Elderly people who haven’t sought worship or fellowship for 

forty years say they believe. All kinds of lukewarm, world-

loving church attenders say they believe. The world abounds 
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with millions of unconverted people who say they believe in 

Jesus. 

 It does no good to tell these people to believe in the Lord 

Jesus. The phrase is empty. My responsibility as a preacher of 

the gospel and a teacher in the church is not to preserve and 

repeat cherished biblical sentences, but to pierce the heart 

with biblical truth. 

p. 42  

 

Our challenge, our responsibility, is to communicate and 

pierce the heart with biblical truth. There are so many people 

today who are equating just a simple statement of belief as 

equating salvation and nothing has touched their lives. That 

ought to grieve our hearts and it ought to cause us to grow up 

and be spent in the lives of others instead of being selfishly 

concerned over this whole business of spiritual gifts and what 

they are. And that we’re desirous for unity and for oneness in 

reaching out to people who don’t know Him. 

 

Father, we come to You and pray Father that You’d help us as 

believers to discover our gifts and be mature in exercising 

them as servants of the body of Christ. Enable us to really 

comprehend these passages of scripture and to act in 

accordance with biblical truth and to be sound in our 

profession of faith and our belief in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

demonstrating it by the fruit of the Spirit flowing out of our 

lives. And that fruit would also edify and evangelize those who 

are around us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
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A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS: 

 

Running to Win 

 

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You” 

 

 

STUDY NUMBER NINETEEN – 1 CORINTHIANS 14:1-25 

 

            NOTES 
v. 1 Be constantly pursuing this love, yet be desiring earnestly the 

spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy. 

v. 2 For the one who is speaking in a language is not speaking to 

men but to God; for no one is understanding, but in his spirit he is 

speaking mysteries. 

v. 3 But the one who is prophesying is speaking to men for 

edification and exhortation and encouragement.  

v. 4 The one who is speaking in a language is edifying himself; but 

the one who is prophesying is edifying the church. 

v. 5 Now I am wishing you all were speaking in languages, but 

even more that you would be prophesying; and greater is the one 

who is prophesying than the one who is speaking in languages, 

unless he is translating, in order that the church may receive 

edifying. 

v. 6 But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking in languages, 

what shall I profit you, unless I speak to you either by way of 

revelation or of knowledge or of prophecy or of teaching? 

v. 7 Yet even lifeless things, which are giving out a sound either 

flute or harp, if they make no clear distinction in their tones, how 

will it be known what is played on the flute or on the harp? 

v. 8 For if the bugle (trumpet) produces an indistinct sound, who 

will prepare himself for battle? 

v. 9 So also you, unless by means of the tongue you do not give a 

word which is clear, how will it be known that which is spoken? 

For you will be speaking into the air.  

v. 10 There are, probably, ever so many different languages in the 

world, and not one is without meaning. 
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            NOTES 
v. 11 Therefore, if I do not know the meaning of the voice, I shall 

be to the one who is speaking a foreigner, and the one who is 

speaking will be a foreigner to me. 

v. 12 So also you, since you are eagerly desirous of spiritual gifts, 

be desiring them in order that you may abound in them for the 

edification of the church.  

v. 13 Therefore, let the one who is speaking in a language be 

praying that he may interpret. 

v. 14 For if I am praying in a language, my spirit is praying, but 

my mind is unfruitful. 

v. 15 What is the outcome then? I shall pray with the spirit but I 

shall pray with the mind also; I shall sing with the spirit but I 

shall sing with the mind also. 

v. 16 Otherwise, if you bless in the spirit only, how will the one 

who is filling the place of the unlearned say the “Amen” at your 

giving of thanks, since he is not knowing what you are saying? 

v. 17 For indeed you are giving thanks well enough, but the other 

man is not edified. 

v. 18 I am thanking my God, that I am speaking in languages 

more than you all. 

v. 19 But, in the church I am desiring to speak five words with my 

mind, in order that I may instruct others also, rather than ten 

thousand words in a language. 

v. 20 Brethren, stop becoming little children in your thinking; but 

be as a child in evil and be mature in your thinking. 

v. 21 In the Law it has been written, “I shall speak to this people 

through men of strange languages and through the lips of 

strangers, and even so they will not listen to me,” says the Lord. 

v. 22 So then languages are for a sign, not to those who are 

believing, but to unbelievers; but prophecy is not for the 

unbelievers, but for those who are believing.  

v. 23 If, therefore, the whole church should come together in one 

place and all are speaking in languages, and there enter the 

unlearned or unbelievers, will they not say that you are out of your 

mind? 

v. 24 But if all are prophesying, and an unbeliever or an unlearned 

man enters, he is brought under conviction by all, he is called to 

account by all. 

v. 25 The secrets of his heart are becoming evident; and so having 

fallen upon his face, he will worship God, declaring that God is 

certainly among you. 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read 1 Corinthians 14:1-25 and in your own words pull  

out the main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What does Paul command the Corinthians to do in  

verse 1? 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the difference between speaking in a language  

and prophesying, according to verse 4? 

 

 

 

 

4. Why should they be abounding in spiritual gifts,  

according to verse 12? 

 

 

 

 

  

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



42 

 

5. What is Paul’s desire in verse 19? 

 

 

 

 

6. What is the primary purpose for speaking in other 

languages, according to verse 22? 

 

 

 

 

7. What would be the response of the unbelievers to a whole 

church speaking in languages according to verse 23? 

 

 

 

 

8. What happens to an unbeliever when he comes in and there 

is a message that he understands being spoken, according to 

verses 24-25? 
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9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: We are to be constantly pursuing love. 

 

LESSON #2: When we proclaim the truth of the Word of God, 

we edify, exhort, and encourage. 

 

LESSON #3: The gift of prophecy is greater than the gift of 

languages. 

 

LESSON #4: If language does not communicate, it does not 

accomplish its purpose. 

 

LESSON #5: “The heart without the mind is fanaticism. The 

mind without the heart is rationalism.” 
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LESSON #6: Edification of others is the goal of all of our 

spiritual gifts. 

 

LESSON #7: Languages are a sign of judgment to the nation 

Israel. 
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