A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:
Running to Win
“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

Study Number One — 1 Corinthians 1:1-17

The New Testament includes two letters to the Corinthian
church—First and Second Corinthians.

Let’s cover some background before we dig into the text. It’s
necessary to do this when we look at a new letter.

Paul, Silas, Timothy and Dr. Luke on the second missionary
journey, ran out of real estate. And when they were in the city
of Troas, right on the shores of the sea, God gave them a call
to the city of Macedonia—or to the region of Macedonia.

They got on a sailing boat and went 120 miles north and
landed 1n a little town called Neapolis, walked 8 miles to
Philippi, and that’s how the ministry began in that region.

They left Philippi and then went on to Thessalonica. They
were persecuted for their faith in Thessalonica, went on to
Berea, and found some people who were really excited about
the things of the Lord. But those same Jews who persecuted
them in Thessalonica came over to Berea.



Paul was probably so excited about the fact that there were
people who were eager to study the Word of God and that he
left Silas and Timothy there. He usually doesn’t do this. And
he takes a 250 mile trip straight south by himself, which 1s
very, very unusual.

And as a result of that, he ends up in the city of Athens. And
at the end of Acts 17, as a result of dialoguing with the
philosophers and all, he gets an invitation to speak to the
philosophic school. And that great Sermon on Mars Hill is at

the end of Acts 17.

But what happens after that is really a mystery. Why, when
Acts 18 open, Paul is 40 miles away in Corinth is something
we’ll never know. Paul most likely blew it in Athens.

We don’t see any church in Athens. We don’t see any letters
written to Athens, so something fell apart there. Now we don’t

know what it was. We have some 1ideas when we get to chapter
2.

But he ends up in Corinth. And in Acts 18 we find out what
happened in the city of Corinth.

Acts 18:1-8

After these things he left Athens and he went to Corinth. And

he found a certain Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus,

having recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla,

because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome.
2



He came to them, and because he was of the same trade, he
stayed with them and they were working; for by trade they
were tent-makers. And he was reasoning in the synagogue
every Sabbath and trying to persuade the Jews and the
Greeks. But when Silas and Timothy came down from
Macedonia, Paul began devoting himself completely to the
word, solemnly testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the
Christ. And when they resisted and blasphemed, he shook off
his garments and said, “Your blood be upon your own heads,
I'm clean; from now on I will go to the Gentiles.” And he
departed from there and he went to the house of a certain man
named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God, whose house was
next door to the synagogue. And Crispus, the leader of the
synagogue, believed in the Lord with all his household, and
many of the Corinthians when they heard were believing and
were being baptized.

So lots of good things are happening in Corinth. And at the
end of Acts 18 the Lord speaks to him and he says:

“Paul, don’t be scared of what’s going to happen here. You're
going to be here for 18 months.” (see Acts 18:9-11)

And so he has an 18 month ministry there. Now after that 18
months he takes Aquila and Priscilla with him, they get on
the boat at Cenchrea and they set sail for the city of Ephesus.

The people in Ephesus want Paul to stay but for some reason

he says like General MacArthur, “I will return.” He takes off

and goes about sailing 108 miles straight east to Caesarea and
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then on back up to Antioch. And that’s the end of the second
missionary journey. Again, he’s basically by himself.

Then one day in the shower he’s singing with Willie Nelson,
“On the Road Again,” and so he starts the third missionary
journey. And instead of coming way back down and going in
like this, he goes all through the northern region—Tarsus and
all of those places that he’d been visiting, seeing all his
friends.

And then he drops into Ephesus. Now when he gets to
Ephesus, Priscilla and Aquila have also had the opportunity te
lead a young man to a greater knowledge of the Lord Jesus by
the name of Apollos. And they sent him down to Corinth. So
Apollos followed Paul down 18 months of ministry and he’s
been preaching and teaching down there so he fits into the
story.

Well, while Paul is in Ephesus—He’s there for 3 years (that’s
his longest ministry)—he gets a letter and he probably gets a
visit. It’s a visit from three fellas who are in 1 Corinthians
16—their names are mentioned.

And as a result of the visit from Fortunatus, Stephanas and
Achaicus, Paul feels desperately he needs to write. The church
1s really in trouble. The church is divided. The church has
1immorality in the congregation that isn’t being dealt with.
They’re going to law courts against each other. They don’t
know whether they're supposed to eat meat offered to idols or
not. They've gotten all involved in the charismatic
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phenomenon and they don’t know whether they should be
speaking in tongues or not. And that’s all messed up. They
don’t know about the doctrine of the resurrection. They're
getting drunk at the Lord’s table.

So 1t’s a sad story of a very, very childish, immature and
carnal church. Well, a lot of these lessons are going to jump off
the page.

Now because Paul is writing this letter in response to a bunch
of questions they have, a little phrase will always come out.
And 1t came out today in chapter 7—“now concerning.”

And that little phrase tells us Paul is addressing another
subject and dealing with another difficulty or problem.

Now a little bit about Corinth. Corinth was a seaport town.
Corinth was a navy town. Everything in the Roman Empire
went through Corinth. It has a population of about 700,000
people, as nearly as we can tell—somewhere between five and
seven hundred thousand. And so it’s a fairly big city, but it
was a city of passion. It was a city of prostitution. The temple
of Aphrodite was here with its thousands of prostitutes that
came down and applied their trade in the streets of Corinth.
So 1t was a very immoral town.

In fact Ray Stedman, when he comments on First and Second

Corinthians, said, “It really should be First and Second

Californians.” (source unknown) Probably because it’s the San

Francisco of the day. It’s a perfect picture of what’s going on in
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the city of Corinth. So this is the city to which he writes.
Now we’re only going to get to look at 17 verses in this study.

And in those 17 verses we're going to divide them into three
parts so it’ll be easy to follow.

1. We're going to look at the GREETINGS—verses 1-3.

2. Then we're going to talk about the STANDING OF THE
CORINTHIANS—verses 4-9.

3. And then the very first problem they have, the
DECLARATION OF DIVISIONS—verses 10-17.

Now that’s a serious condition and Paul feels a real urgency to
write.

So the divisions are:

verses 1-3,

verses 4-9, and

verses 10-17.

And that’s the way we’ll walk through the verses. Pick up at

verse 1 now and we will work our way through these verses
together.



v. 1 Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ through
the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother,

“Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of
God, and Sosthenes our brother,”

Now they had a neat deal. They always put their name first s
we know who was writing. You know how we have to go
digging through all the pages and then get down to the
“Sincerely yours” so we can find out who wrote it before we go
back and read it so we can relate to 1t? They didn’t have any
problem with that. They always put their name first so they
could say, “This is from so-and-so.” Then they can read the
letter.

“Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ”

Now that little word “called” or “calling” is found FOUR
TIMES in these nine verses so it’s pretty important.

Is God in the business of calling people today? Does He speak
if people are sensitive to His leadership when He’s calling
them?

There’s tremendous biblical precedent for him. The apostle
Paul, we know, was called on the Damascus Road as he was
going north to the city of Damascus to apprehend more
Christians in persecution. He saw that great light and God
spoke to him and it was conversion time for him.



In Genesis 12 it says:
Genesis 12:1

God called Abram, “Leave your country and your people and
your father’s house...”

In Exodus 3—the burning bush—God called Moses. (see
Exodus 3:1-10)

Then we get over to Joshua 1:
Joshua 1:2

“Moses, my servant is dead. Now Joshua, take this people
across this Jordan...”

In Judges 6 Gideon 1s scared to death. He’s down at the wine
press trying to get some grain for his folks and the Midianites
have taken the city and enslaved it for all this time (and the
nation). And God, through the angel comes, and he says:

Judges 6:12-14

“Gideon you are a mighty warrior.”

“But sir,” Gideon replied, “if the Lord is with us, why has all

this happened to us? Where are all the wonders that our

fathers told us about when they said, ‘Did not the Lord bring

us up out of Egypt?” But now the Lord has abandoned us and

put us into the hand of Midian.” The Lord turned to him and
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said, “Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of
Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?”

Probably one of the greatest illustrations of calling is 1
Samuel 3. Remember Samuel went and hit the sack and he’s
laying there and all of a sudden he hears a voice saying,
“Samuel, Samuel.” And he gets up and runs into old man Eli
and he says, “Did you call me?” He says, “No, go back to bed.”

So it’s the same song, second verse, and Eli says, “No, go on
back to bed! It must have been something you ate.” And so a
third time he goes in there and Eli says, “No!” But then Eli
thinks—God’s calling the boy.

He says, “When you go back this time, and you hear that
voice, just say, ‘Speak Lord for Your servant heareth.” And so
1t’s a wonderful experience of God speaking to that young boy
and sharing with him what’s going to happen. (see 1 Samuel
3:1-10)

Scripture says:
2 Corinthians 16:9

The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole
earth to show Himself strong on the behalf of those whose
hearts are right toward Him.

Paul was “called as an apostle of Jesus Christ.” And maybe He
might reach down and speak to us in our heart.
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“through the will of God”—that’s the instrument.

And notice the next phrase. The Corinthians practically fell
out of their chairs when they heard this one:

“and Sosthenes our brother,”

Who 1s he? Sosthenes is a guy who met the Lord in the midst
of a fight. Acts 18 tells us about it. Listen to what happened.

Some of the Jews got organized in Corinth and they took Paul
before the Judgment Seat. And Gallio, the proconsul, is
supposed to judge this deal and Sosthenes is in the bunch, and
he’s the leader of the group. And it says:

Acts 18:12-17

The Jews with one accord rose up against Paul and brought
him before the judgment-seat, saying, “This man persuades
men to worship God contrary to the law.” But when Paul was
about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If it were a
matter of wrong or vicious crime, O Jews, 1t would be
reasonable for me to put up with you; but if there are
questions about words and names and your own Law, look
after it yourselves; I am unwilling to be judge of these
matters.” And he drove them away from the judgment-seat.
And they all took hold of Sosthenes, the leader of the
synagogue, and began beating on him in front of the
judgment-seat. And Gallio was not concerned about any of
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these things.

They were so frustrated they couldn’t get a volley at Paul, so
they started punching out the lights of a leader. They just wail
on him. And the guy decided, “man if these are my friends and
this 1s the way they’re going to treat me, I'm going to find
some new friends.”

He probably became a Christian. And isn’t it neat that he
migrated all the way to Ephesus? And he’s there with Paul
while he’s writing the letter back to Corinth. Talk about the
miracle of the Gospel! There it 1s, right on the page in the first
verse. It says: “Sosthenes our brother.”

When we become a Christian, we become a part of God’s
family.

v. 2 to the church of God which is at Corinth, to those
who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by
calling, with all those who are calling upon the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ in every place, their
Lord and ours.

“to the church of God which 1s at Corinth, to those who have
been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all
those who are calling upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
in every place, their Lord and ours.”

It’s “to the church of God [in] Corinth” but then that next
phrase grabs us, doesn’t it?
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“to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by
calling,”

You're saying, You just got through saying that it’s pretty wild
in Corinth. And these people are ‘sanctified in Jesus Christ,’
huh? They’re saints by ‘calling.’ Is that right? And it’s in the
PAST TENSE too—explain all that.”

What does it mean to be “sanctified in Jesus Christ?”

The word “sanctified” means to be SET APART. It’s to be set
apart for holy purposes. At the minute of our new birth, God
sets us apart for His purposes—that’s His intention.

Want to hear some heavy theological truth?
JUSTIFICATION,

SANCTIFICATION,

GLORIFICATION.

Okay?

Those three words relate to each of us if we're a believer.

JUSTIFICATION means that God acted on our behalf at the

moment of our new birth and declared us perfectly righteous

as His Son, Jesus Christ. That’s what justification means. We

are declared before God perfectly righteous when we receive
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the gift of His Son—that’s justification.
So what 1s sanctification?

SANCTIFICATION is after that. We are set apart for holy
purposes. God has a will, God has a plan, He wants to use us
in some way to the glory of God to touch other people’s lives.
That’s sanctification.

Okay, what’s glorification?

GLORIFICATION is just the finishing of the deal. That’s
when we check in. We're going to get our new bodies. We're
glorified and the work is finished.

Now the interesting thing in Romans 8 is all three of those
words are in the PAST TENSE. We're justified, sanctified,
glorified. God’s an eternal being. The minute we were born
again into God’s family, He saw it already finished. He is so
confident of His work that we’re already done as far as He’s
concerned.

We're justified, sanctified, and glorified. He’s using
POSITIONAL TRUTH when he speaks of the Corinthians
right here.

Now what do we mean by POSITIONAL TRUTH? Right up
here in glory we have our name written. And in God’s sight
we're justified, sanctified, and glorified—that’s our position in
Christ. That is we're standing in the Lord Jesus. That will
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never change. Before the throne of heaven that’s already true
of us.

But might we say, “I'm a long way from that.” That’s exactly
right. We are. As far as being declared perfectly righteous,
that’s wonderful, but we sure do foul up down here on a
regular basis.

We don’t reflect our righteousness sometimes. And we don’t
reflect being set apart for holy purposes because we want to do
our own thing once in a while. And certainly we’re not
glorified yet, because this old body 1s suffering wear and tear

and falling apart. But no big deal, we’re going to get a new one
soon. Thank God for that.

Alright, what 1s the whole thesis of the book of 1 Corinthians?
Get this—and this will solve a whole lot of problems we have
about understanding spiritual truth. The minute we receive
Jesus Christ and we have a perfect standing. Try to close the
gap between our state and our standing, and that’s all God
wants until we get to glory.

The hymn writer has it right:

I'm pressing on the upward way,

New heights I'm gaining ev’ry day;
Still praying as I onward bound,

“Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.”
(source unknown)
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As we read the Word of God and as we pray and we walk with
God and we fellowship with His Son, we're being made like
Him. That’ll cut away so much of this trash that’s coming
across from so many different theological perspectives, if we’ll
just realize all we have to do the rest of our life after we
become a Christian is work on closing the gap by becoming
more and more of what we are—that’s all God wants of us.

Philippians says it:

Philippians 1:6

Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a
good work in you will continue to perform it until the day of
Christ.

That’s making us. John says:

1 John 3:2

Soon we shall be like Him for we shall see Him as He is.
Paul says in:

2 Corinthians 3:18

We behold Him as in a mirror, the glory of God and we're
being transformed into the self-same 1imagine.

That’s all Christian maturity is, is following the pattern from
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our STATE to our STANDING—our PRACTICE to our
POSITION.

So yes, he can say they are “sanctified in Jesus Christ.” He
can say they are “saints by calling, with all those who are
calling upon the name of the Lord Jesus.” And we’re all
included in that.

Paul, in Philippians 3 says that, doesn’t he?

Philippians 3:13

forgetting those things which are behind, I press toward those
things which are in front...

We don’t let Satan keep tripping us up over our miserable
past. We're heading toward our position. We're heading
toward our standing.

Sure it’s been a rough race and we've been running uphill into
the wind, and we’ve had some tough times. But we just keep

going.
Here’s a little statement:

“The race 1s not always to the swift, but to those who keep on
running.”
(source unknown)

Thank God for that. If we wake up every day and trust His
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mercy and His grace and His faithfulness, and we keep
walking with Him, we're becoming more Christlike and we're
heading toward the house. And that’s exactly what God wants
from each of us.

POSITIONALLY SANCTIFIED—yes.

PRACTICALLY SANCTIFIED—no.

They have a long ways to go, but we need to be pointing in the
direction of our position. The primary goal of the Christian life
1s to become what we are in Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ is mentioned in all ten of these verses. It’s very
interesting that the apostle, as he starts out, mentions Jesus
in every one of these first ten verses in our study. He’s going to
be right in the middle of all of it.

GROWTH,
MATURITY, and

CHRISTLIKENESS are but a reflection of the extent of His
lordship and our growth in Him.

v. 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.”
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Now, those words are never reversed in the Bible.

We must have an experience of God’s GRACE before we know
God’s PEACE. We don’t know anything about God’s peace if
we’ve never had an experience of God’s grace in receiving His
Son—allowing God to be gracious to us by making this
wonderful gift of the Lord Jesus Christ available to us.

Now we move from the GREETINGS—that’s the end of the
greetings—to the STANDING of the Corinthians. He’s going tc
talk about the standing up here that we’ve been talking about:
Not the STATE right now—he’s going to get to that in the rest
of the epistle. But verses 4-9, it’s their STANDING.

v. 4 I am thanking my God always concerning you, for
the grace of God which was given you in Christ
Jesus,

“I am thanking my God always concerning you, for the grace
of God which was given you in Christ Jesus,”

Anybody we're thankful for?
“I am thanking my God always”

We can tell a person who’s walking with God and who’s in

fellowship with God. He’s always thankful. Ever notice that?

He just thanks God for today. He thanks God for what He’s

done. It just comes out. They love to be around those people.
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They’re just so positive. They're so up. They're always

thankful. They're always grateful, and just so in tune with the
Lord.

Paul said, “I am thanking my God always concerning
you, —WHY?—“for the grace of God which
was’—EARNED—"by you.”

Is that what it says?

“which was GIVEN you.”

It's a GIFT “in Christ Jesus.”

Ephesians 2:8. 9

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not
of yourselves, 1t 1s a gift of God; not of works, lest any man
should boast.

Now look at verse 5.

v. 5 that in everything you were made rich in Him, in ali
speech and all knowledge,

“that in everything you were made rich in Him,”

We have everything we need in Jesus—“you were made rich in
Him.”
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But he gets specific about TWO THINGS. He says:
“In all speech and in all knowledge,”
Why does Paul focus on “speech” and “knowledge”?

Simply because the two most important things that we have
as an assignment, as a believer once we come to know Jesus,
1s to learn how to talk and then to learn how to say it. There’s
nothing more important for a Christian than to learn how to
verbalize our faith to touch the life of another.

God never intended for our salvation to be a terminal
experience. The things we’ve received of the Lord, we commit
to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.

If we become selfish and we become ingrown and we’re just
going to sit around and be sanctified with the saints and never
touch the sinners, there’s not going to be blessing. Hopefully
we’ll get such an urging and such a concern that we will start
thinking about individuals that need to study God’s Word.

Paul, right away when he talks about the richness in Christ,
talks about “speech” and “knowledge.” He talks about being
able to verbalize it and then he talks about what we say to
that person and how we learn to say it.

The Bible makes it quite clear that this is our ultimate and
first responsibility to share Jesus Christ with others. What’s
been given to us? “all speech and knowledge.”
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And see verse 6:

v. 6 even as the testimony concerning Christ was
confirmed among you,

“even as the testimony concerning Christ was confirmed
among you,”

“You all did verbalize it. You all did speak 1t.”
Peter says in:

1 Peter 3:15

sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, and be ready always to
give an answer to every man who asks you a reason of the
hope that i1s in you,

So that’s the knowledge. That’s being able to verbalize it when
we get a shot and to be ready to do it.

It’s an incredible thing, but there are lots of people today who
are just waiting for somebody to have enough courage to talk
about it.

Stormie Omartian wrote about her testimony in her book
Stormie. She says this about when she saw Christians:

(Stormie: A Story of Forgiveness and Healing by Stormie
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Omartian)

I watched [every] person carefully. Christians to me had
always fallen into two categories. Either they were insensitive
and obnoxious, trying to beat you over the head with their
Bibles, or else they were bland, boring, [and] uninteresting,
and without any known personality.

p. 29

Now that comes too close to the house. We're not out there
building bridges of relationship. We bat them over the head
with a Bible and they don’t want any of that stuff. But when
we're out there building bridges with them, there are people
who are really hungry.

It’s just an incredible thing, but if we get ahold of this and we
start to become sensitive, we’ll be amazed.

If we just really want God to use us, He will. But our big
problem is we're just so secure around the Christians that all
talk the same language and say the same thing and get the
warm little fuzzies together, and get the answers to prayers
and all that stuff.

A lot of that in these last days is for eternity. Start thinking
about what we’re going to do with Christians when we get into
eternity, and let’s think about what we’re going to do with
sinners Now.

Jesus, during those 33 years that He was here, was accused of
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spending so much time with sinners. He wasn’t defiled by
them, but He loved them and He reached out to them and He
touched their lives where they were! And He creatively
ministered to them. That’s what’s incredible about the
Corinthian church. They are reaching out.

Now we can plan on people thinking we’re weird, okay? Just
expect that. That’s part of the territory.

Rebecca Manley Pippert in her book says if we have a problem
with witnessing. This is a good one to read—Qut of the Salt
Shaker and Into the World. It 1s just a classic. She tells about
one time going from San Francisco to Portland and this is the
account:

(Out of the Saltshaker and Into the World: Evangelism as a
Way of Life by Rebecca Manley Pippert)

Once when I was flying from San Francisco to Portland I
arrived at the counter and was greeted by an exceedingly
friendly male ticket agent.

“Well, hel-lo-0-o there!” he said.

“Ah...I’d like to pick up my ticket to Portland, please.”

“Gee, I'm sorry. You won’t be able to fly [to Portland]
tonight.”

“Why?” Is the flight canceled?”

“No, 1t’s because you're going out with me tonight.”

“What?”

“Listen, I know this great restaurant with a hot band.
You’'ll never regret it.”
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“Oh, I'm sorry, I really must get to Portland. Do you have
my ticket?”

“Aw, what’s the rush? I'll pick you up at eight...”

“Look, I really must go to Portland,” I said.

“Well, okay. Too bad though. Hey, I can’t find your ticket.”
He paused, then said, “Looks like it’s a date then!”

“Oh, I forgot to tell you, it’s a...special ticket,” I said.

“Oh, 1s 1t your fare?”

“No, um, well, 1t’s...ah, clergy,” I whispered, leaning over
the counter.

He froze, “What did you say?”

“It’s clergy.”

“CLERGY!?!” he shouted, as the entire airport looked our
way. His face went absolutely pale, as he was horrified by only
one thought, “Oh, no. I flirted with a nun!”
pp. 125-6

How long would it take right now for us to reach the world for
Jesus Christ? If only one Christian in the world, at the
beginning of January, lead one person to Jesus Christ by June
(in 6 months) and then the two of them by the end of this year
lead two more, how long would it take to reach the whole
world for Jesus Christ In sixteen years there would be 4
billion Christians on the face of the earth. Somebody ain’t
doing their work.

Jesus had a master plan of evangelism and He meant for us to
reach out and touch people. Why are we so caught up in our
suspicious theological dogmatism? Why are we so scared of
one another? It’s because we aren’t busy about the main
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primary priority and that’s getting people to Jesus.

We’ve eroded to the place where we cannot have confidence in
one another as brothers and sisters in Christ and get on with
the business of reaching the world for Him.

Paul says we become rich. We become rich in our knowledge.
We become rich in our speech.

v. 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting
eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

“so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the
revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,”

Why is Jesus delaying? He’s waiting for as many as possible to
come to know Him before He comes back again. There’s
nothing prophetically standing in the way other than a heart
that 1s bleeding for a lost and dying world that has not come tc
know Him.

2 Peter 3:9

The Lord is not willing that any should perish but that all
should come to repentance.

The day 1s soon coming when Jesus Christ is going to split the
skies and come and take us to be with Him.

We're to be “eagerly awaiting the revelation of our Lord Jesus
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Christ.” He 1s soon coming.

A. W. Tozer was a Christian Missionary Alliance preacher. He
was a man who thought of himself as a great theological truth.
He was a marvelous minister until the day of his death back
in the 60s. He wrote this:

(Renewed Day by Day by A. W. Tozer)

A real Christian is an odd number anyway. He feels
supreme love for one whom he has never seen, talks familiarly
every day to Someone he cannot see, expects to go to heaven
on the virtue of Another, empties himself in order to be full,
admits he 1s wrong so he can be declared right, goes down in
order to get up, 1s strongest when he is weakest, richest when
he 1s poorest, and happiest when he feels [the] worst!

He dies so he can live, gives away so he can keep, sees the
invisible, hears the inaudible and knows that which passes
knowledge.

The man who has met God 1is not look for something—he
has found it. He is not searching for light—upon him the Light
has already shined!

His religion 1s not hearsay. He 1s not a copy, not a
facsimile print: he 1s an original from the hand of the Holy
Ghost!

He may hear the tin whistle starting every new parade,
but he will be cautious. He is waiting for a trumpet note that
will call him away from the hurly-burly and set in motion a
series of events that will result at last in a new heaven and a
new earth.
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He can afford to wait!
(source unknown)

We Christians are kind of weird and odd, but we’re here
simply to portray Jesus Christ to a world that needs Him.

v. 8 who also shall confirm you to the end, blameless in
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

“who also shall confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of
our Lord Jesus Christ.”

That’s a convicting verse. Jesus Christ, when He saved us,
committed Himself to us unconditionally—present us
blameless before the throne of His grace. He expects the same
commitment from us, to turn around in a like measure, be
committed to sharing our faith with others.

Imagine the horrible embarrassment of standing before the
Lord Jesus Christ at the Judgment Seat of Christ and not
having anybody along simply because we didn’t take time to
do what God asked us to do? And that is simply get to know
Him better, close the gap between our position and our
practice, and to be one who’s sharing our faith with others in
view of the fact that the Lord 1s soon going to come.

If He came today, how many people would be there because we
lived and we shared our faith with them?

Now the ninth verse in the study happens to be the KEY
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VERSE to the whole book. If there’s one verse that capsulizes
the whole truth and it ends this section on the standing of the
Corinthians, 1ts verse 9.

v. 9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into
fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

“God 1s faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship
with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Let’s translate that from the Greek word for word.

The Greeks, the way they said things, didn’t use subjects and
then predicates like we do and verbs in between so we can
read a sentence. The Greeks always took the most important
word out of the sentence and they put it first. That’s so that
we would focus on what was most important.

Translating from Greek, it would start out with the word
“faithful.”

“Faithful 1s God, through whom you were called into
fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”

He made a commitment to us—to present us blameless—and
He’s faithful.

Jude 24. 25

Now unto Him who 1s able to guard you against stumbling
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and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory
with exceeding joy...

Yes, He’s able to do that and He has committed Himself to do
1t.

1 Corinthians 15:58

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, for as much as you
know that your labor 1s not in vain in the Lord.

The verses go together. Chapter 1:9, chapter 15:58
encompasses the whole book. Let’s read a couple of more
verses.

1 Thessalonians 5:24

Faithful 1s He who calls you, and He will also bring it to pass.
Here’s another good one:

Lamentations 3:22-26

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his
compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is
your faithfulness. ...

“Faithful is God, through whom you were called

into”—WHAT?—“fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our
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Lord.”

Are we fellowshipping with Him? Have we fellowshipped with
Him today? How do we fellowship with Him?

When we wake up in the morning, do we know there’s a smile
and everything’s alright because we went to bed with a clear
slate? And when we wake up in the morning, we say “Good
morning Lord” instead of “Good Lord it’s morning.” It’s a
whole different way of looking at it, isn’t 1t?

And after we say “Good morning Lord” then we get right into
the Book. We have some kind of reading, some kind of pattern,
we talk to Him for a while.

God created us for fellowship. A lot of people think God
created them for performance and we’re graded strictly on our
performance and He’s sitting up there waiting to zap us every
time we're going to have fun. That’s not God.

He chose 12 men to be with Him—the 12 disciples. He
changes us by relationship with us. As a result of the intimate
relationship with Him, we start reflecting our position! The
way we leave our crummy practice and we head toward our
position is the change that takes place to fellowship.

Remember that story of Mary and Martha? Jesus comes
tripping into Bethany. He had special places He likes to go.

But the apostle Paul had those special places and so did Jesus.
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And Bethany was one. Mary, Martha and Lazarus lived there.
When Jesus hit the door, what happened? Martha hit the door
to the kitchen! Well she has the microwave going and she has
the roast in, she’s got potatoes going. She’s getting iced tea in
the glasses and she’s just in a royal snip! Jesus 1s here and
she’s going to set a table!

But where’s that sister Mary? When’s she going to do her
part? Boy she comes blowing through the swinging door of the
kitchen, hands on her hips, and she has really got some smoke
in her eyes and she says, “Lord! Don’t you care that I'm out
there sweating to get your dinner ready and she’s sitting here
doing nothing!”

What’s the Lord say? “Mary has chosen the good part.” (see
Luke 10:42)

She’s listening. She’s fellowshipping.

It doesn’t mean we’re not busy at work, but we can fellowship
with Him. And we know whether we are or we're not. And
that 1s our primary responsibility. When all is said and done,
1s to be still and know that He’s God.

Genesis 5:24

Enoch walked with God...

And 1t got so good the Lord said, “Come on to the house.” He

took him home in Genesis 5:24. So it 1s with us.
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That’s the end of the standing, now we come to the first
problem before we end the study tonight.

When we’re having lots of problems, what problem do we
handle first? We handle the biggest one first, don’t we?

What is the biggest problem in the church of Jesus Christ
today? It’s not immorality in the church and it’s not
drunkenness at the Lord’s table and it 1sn’t going to law courts
with one another and it isn’t meat offered to idols—it’s the fact
we're divided!

It’s if we name the name of Jesus and we're fellowshipping
with Him, then there ought to be some way we can work out
the differences. The biggest problem in Corinth is these
Christians are a lousy witness because they’re divided. They
have all the equipment, they’re getting the speech and the
knowledge, and they're relating the world that they’re divided
among themselves when they come together to fellowship!
And so Paul has to speak to the primary concern in verses
10-17. Look at that. This will bring tears to our eyes.

v. 10 Now I am appealing to you, brethren, by the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you keep on
speaking the same thing, and that there be no
divisions among you, but that you be made
complete in the same mind and in the same
conviction.
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“Now I am appealing to you, brethren,”

He doesn’t command them as an apostle and he could do that,
but out of love.

“Now I am appealing to you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you keep on speaking the same
thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you
be made complete in the same mind and in the same
conviction.”

He gives us FOUR THINGS there. He says:

1. “keep on speaking the same thing”’—that’s the first
statement for fellowship.

2.  “there be no divisions among you,”

3. “that you be made complete in the same mind”—that
means just growing up and changing.

4. “that you be made complete...in the same
conviction.”—We come to the same conclusions about our faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Psalm 133:1-2

How good and pleasant it is

when brothers live together in unity!

It 1s like precious o1l poured on the head,
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running down on the board,
running down on Aaron’s beard,
down upon the collar of his robes.

It’s a delight to the heart of God.

Harry Ironside tells the story about an old Quaker couple that
really had a problem. They never could find a church where
they could fellowship. And finally one fella came to them one
day and he says, “Well, what church are you in now?” And the
old Quaker said, “Well I'm in the true church at last.” “How
many belong to 1t?” His friend said, “Just my wife and myself,
and I'm not sure about Mary sometimes.”

(source unknown)

Sometimes that’s where it comes down to.

v. 11 For I have been informed concerning you, my
brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are quarrels
among you.

“I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s
people, that there are quarrels among you.”

Now who are “Chloe’s people?” These are those three guys in
chapter 16 that we mentioned earlier—Stephanas being one of
them, Achaicus being another, Fortunatus being the third.
These fellas, when they came, they brought this message and
they had a letter from Chloe.
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And the household of Chloe says, “there are quarrels among
you.” By the way, it’'s wonderful that when we get into this
kind of a deal where we have to handle and confront people
with problems, that we have some names instead of just a
bunch of hearsay. And he mentions Chloe as that where the
criticism and the information is coming as to what’s going on
in Corinth.

v. 12 Now I am meaning this, that each one of you is
saying: “I am of Paul,” and “I of Apollos,” and “I of
Cephas,” and “I of Christ.”

“Now I am meaning this,”
And he defines 1t in verse 12:

“that each one of you 1s saying: ‘I am of Paul,” and ‘I of
Apollos,” and ‘I of Cephas,” and ‘I of Christ.”

Now this 1s an extensive problem. See the words “each one”?
Everybody’s involved in Corinth. The church is literally
quartered. We have people who are for Paul, we have people
for Apollos—the young fella that went down there from
Ephesus as a result of Aquila and Priscilla sending them—and
then we have some who are Cephas—that’s another word for
Peter. They're followers of Peter. And then we have some who
are followers of Christ.

We have exactly those same representatives today in the
modern church and that’s why we have such a mess.
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Paul was a great teacher. And we can hear some of the people
in Corinth saying, “I want to tell you, there’s nobody like Paul.
He can really teach and y’all just don’t know what you're
missing if you don’t hear Paul.” And everybody in Corinth is
saying, “Got to come and hear Paul. We're Paulites!”

Some of these Greeks in Corinth, they’re intellectuals. They
said, “Man you ain’t heard nothing till you hear old Ph.D. Dr.
Apollos get up there and scrape the intellect with us.
Intellectual, sophisticated arguments for the cause of
Christianity! He can really oratorically say it! We feel like we
have been raised out of our seats when we hear Apollos
preach!”

And then we come along and the third group says, “Well, we've
got a little bit of a legalistic bent among us. And because of
our legalistic bent, we follow Peter.”

Now remember Peter had a problem. Peter’s problem was
simply a problem of living by the Law rather than by grace.
When they let that sheet down out of heaven he just wouldn’t
eat any of that stuff because he was a Jew and not a Gentile
and he wouldn’t have anything to do with them initially. So it
was tough on him in that regard.

And then the fourth group—we can see them. They're the
self-righteous group. They say, “Well, we're just going to go
back to the original source. We just don’t trust any human
beings. We are part of the original group.”

36



Stephen wrote a book called Heirs with the Prince. And he’s
been around church people enough to get it said and this is
what he says:

(Heirs with the Prince by Stephen Brown)

You will find it in the escapist songs that are still sung
[among] the church. You can find it in the fundamentalism of
those whose separatist views call them to go only to Christian
movies, watch only Christian television, wear only Christian
sunglasses, go to only Christian schools, eat only Christian
cookies, and wear only Christian underwear. You can find it in
the heart of a Christian man or woman who has no
unbelieving friends, or in the superficial Christian thinker
who believes that politics is somehow dirty and beneath the
concern of [every] Christian.

p. 57

They’re in Corinth! And they’re following Peter—the legalist.
And then those who are so self-righteous, they're following
Christ. And the teacher, they're going for Paul. And this
intellectual individual, they’re going for old Dr. Apollos. And
there they are! They're quartered with their groups!

There’s a story that comes out of Wyoming of an old sheep

herder who watched wild animals handle a pack of wolves

during the winter. He said he can always tell a pack of wild

horses. When the wolves start to attack, they get into a big

circle and they put all their heads into the circle and they kick
37



their heels out until the wolves give up and leave rather than
get kicked in the teeth. But he says you can always tell a pack
of wild jackasses. When the wolves come, they always stick
their heads out and get their feet in and kick the tire out of
each other! (Adapted from Communication: The Kev to Your
Marriage by H. Norman Wright,

p. 145. (Original source unknown)

That’s true about the church. We just keep going. We're going
to kick the fire out of each other and we’re going to get eaten
up in the process.

Max Lucado in his book, No Wonder They Call Him the Savior
addresses this whole business of competition for people. And
he uses the picture of people crap shooting down at the foot of
the Cross for the garments of Christ. Listen to what he says:

(No Wonder They Call Him the Savior by Max Lucado)

We, too, play games at the foot of the cross. We compete
for members. We scramble for status. We deal out judgments
and condemnations. Competition. Selfishness. Personal gain.
It’s all there. We don’t like what the other did so we take the
sandal we won and we walk away in a huff.

[Get this]

So close to the timber yet so far from the blood.

We are so close to the world’s most uncommon event, but
we act like [a bunch of] crapshooters huddled in bickering
groups and fighting over silly opinions.

How many pulpit hours have been wasted on preaching
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the trivial? How many churches have tumbled at the throes of

miniscuity? How many leaders have saddled their pet peeves,

drawn their swords of bitterness and launched into battle

against brethren over issues that are not worthy discussing?
So close to the cross but so far from the Christ.

p. 126

That’s the way it is.

There in Corinth, they’re all divided.

Now look at what he says in verse 13.

v. 13 Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified

for you, was he? Or were you baptized in the name
of Paul?

“Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified for you, was
he? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?”

We can tell he’s emotionally involved because he’s asking some
pretty heavy questions here to get them to realize they're all
divided up in their little groups.

Stephen Brown tells about the problem with competition and
how people are constantly competing for bigger and better

things.

(Heirs with the Prince by Stephen Brown)
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There was a rooster who went [over]| into the ostrich pen
and got one of [those great big] gigantic eggs. He rolled it over
to his pen, pushed it in front of the hens, and said, “Now, I
don’t want you to think I'm complaining, but I did want you to
see what the competition is doing.”

p. 135

That really rubs salt in the wound, doesn’t it? But we're doing
that in the church! Somebody builds a family life center, we
have to build a family life center. Somebody does this, we have
to do it!

In order to be spiritual and keep up with them, we have to
keep doing—competition, competition, competition! Where’s it
going? It’s going nowhere and people are going to hell because
we're consumed with a lot of things. Bodies, buses and
budgets, one guy said, rather than the business of the
kingdom.

Remember that old mountain song “The Martins and the
Coys”? It’s the picture of the church:

Oh, the Martins and the Coys,

They was reckless mountain boys,

And they took up fam’ly feudin’ when they’d meet.
They would shoot each other quicker

Than 1t took your eye to flicker

They could knock a squirrel’s eye at ninety feet.

Oh, the Martins and the Coys,
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They was reckless mountain boys,

But old Abel Martin was the next to go.
Though he saw the Coys a’comin’

He had hardly started runnin’

‘Fore a volley shook the hills and laid him low.

After that they started out to fight in earnest

And they scarred the mountains up with shot and shell.
There was uncles, brothers, cousins,

They just bumped them off by dozens,

Just how many bit the dust is hard to tell.

Oh, the Martins and the Coys,

They was reckless mountain boys,

At the art of killin’ they became quite deft.

They all knowed they shouldn’t do it,

But before they hardly knew it,

On each side they only had one person left.

(by Ted Weems and Al Cameron, source unknown)

v. 14 I am thankful that I baptized not even one of you,
except Crispus and Gaius,

“I am thankful that I baptized not even one of you, except
Crispus and Gaius,”

Now Paul 1sn’t down on the ordinance of baptism to celebrate
one’s faith. But he doesn’t want that to be an 1ssue of the

division here.
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v. 15 lest anyone should say you were baptized in my
name.

“lest anyone should say you were baptized in my name.”

v. 16 Now I did baptize also the household of Stephanas:
beyond that I am not knowing whether I baptized
any other.

“Now I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond
that I am not knowing whether I baptized any other.”

Paul’s top priority is not baptisms. His baptismal records are
pretty lousy here. He didn’t keep track of his certificates.

V. 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to be
preaching the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, in
order that the cross of Christ should not be made
void.

“For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to be preaching the
gospel, not in cleverness of speech, in order that the cross of
Christ should not be made void.”

Don’t empty the Cross of Christ by getting caught up in
secondary issues. Stay with the Gospel, fellowship with the
Lord Jesus, bring our practice in line with our position, and be
faithful in our witness to learn how to verbalize our faith.

Now we have several lessons out of that. Let’s just go over
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them and finish with one closing illustration.

Lesson #1: To be pleasing to the Lord we must be making
progress upward.

Lesson #2: Growth in our relationship with the Lord involves
closing the gap between our position and our practice.

Lesson #3: We are made rich in Him in all speech and
knowledge.

Those are the things that are most important.

Lesson #4: God 1s faithful, and He keeps His promises.
Lesson #5: Fellowship deepens the relationship.

Lesson #6: Guard the unity of the body no matter what.
Don’t be a divisive entity.

Winkie Pratney wrote a book called Youth Aflame. It’s a book
on discipleship. And he says this:

(Youth Aflame! A Manual for Discipleship by Winkie Pratney)

Jim Elliot said “Most Christians don’t need a call—they need a
kick in the pants!” You don’t become a missionary by crossing
the sea, but by seeing the cross.

p. 183
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“GOD GAVE US TWO ENDS: ONE TO THINK WITH; THE
OTHER TO SIT ON. OUR FUTURE DEPENDS ON WHICH
END WE USE. HEADS WE WIN—TAILS WE LOSE.”

p. 55

“AT THE LAST FRONTIER THERE WILL [ONLY] BE
NOTHING TO DECLARE—ONLY A PASSPORT
EXAMINATION.”

p. 76

Max Lucado talks about Barabbas. Barabbas was freed and
Christ was taken and crucified. And this is what he says:

(No Wonder They Call Him the Savior by Max Lucado)

...I think Barabbas was probably smarter than [us] in one
respect.

As far as we know, he took his sudden freedom for what it
was, an undeserved gift. Someone tossed him a life preserver
and he grabbed it, no questions asked. You couldn’t imagine
him pulling some of our stunts. We take our free gift and try
to earn 1t or diagnose it or pay for it instead of simply saying
“thank you” and accepting it.

Ironic as it may appear, one of the hardest things to do is
to be saved by grace. There’s something in us that reacts to
God’s free gift. We have some weird compulsion to create laws,
systems, and regulations that will make us “worthy” of our
oift.

Why do we do that? The only reason I can figure is pride.
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To accept grace means to accepts its necessity, and most folks
don’t like to do that. To accept grace also means that one
realizes his despair, and most people aren’t too keen on doing
that either.

Barabbas, though, knew better. Hopelessly stranded on
death row, he wasn’t about to balk at a granted stay of
execution. Maybe he didn’t understand mercy and surely he
didn’t’ deserve it, but he wasn’t about to refuse it. We might dc
well to realize that our plight isn’t too different than that of
Barabbas’s. We, too, are prisoners with no chance for appeal.
But why some prefer to stay in prison while the cell door has
been unlocked 1s a mystery [well] worth pondering.
pp. 76-77

Father, thank You for Paul under divine inspiration writing
these words for us to study. Thank You that we could dig into
the thing that was the most important to him, and that is the
Corinthians would begin to bring their practice up to their
position and get on with the job of evangelizing the world.
Father we pray that You'll help us to realize that when we'’re
spending all of our time trying to verbalize to each other we
get divided but when we start verbalizing to the world we get
united. There’s a love flowing among us as we begin to reach
out and touch people significantly who need to know You.
There are a lot of people in this world who need to know You
and we pray that we will make a significant impact by the
power of Your Spirit as we commit ourselves to one another, to
seek them out, to build relationships and to touch them with
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We love You and thank You that
we could have this time of study together. In Jesus’ name we
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pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:
Running to Win

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

STtunpY NUMBER ONE — 1 CORINTHIANS 1:1-17

NOTES

v. 1 Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of
God, and Sosthenes our brother,

v. 2 to the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have
been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all those
who are calling upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ in every
place, their Lord and ours.

v. 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

v. 4 I am thanking my God always concerning you, for the grace of
God which was given you in Christ Jesus,

v. 5 that in everything you were made rich in Him, in all speech
and all knowledge,

v. 6 even as the testimony concerning Christ was confirmed among
you,

v. 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the
revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

v. 8 who also shall confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

v. 9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship
with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

v. 10 Now I am appealing to you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you keep on speaking the same
thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be
made complete in the same mind and in the same conviction.

v. 11 For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by
Chloe’s people, that there are quarrels among you.

v. 12 Now I am meaning this, that each one of you is saying: “I am
of Paul,” and “I of Apollos,” and “I of Cephas,” and “I of Christ.”
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NOTES
v. 13 Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified for you, was
he? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?
v. 14 I am thankful that I baptized not even one of you, except
Crispus and Gaius,
v. 15 lest anyone should say you were baptized in my name.
v. 16 Now I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond
that I am not knowing whether I baptized any other.
v. 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to be preaching the
gospel, not in cleverness of speech, in order that the cross of Christ
should not be made void.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Corinthians 1:1-17 and in your own words pull out
the main thought of this passage.

2. What 1s Paul thanking God for in verse 47

3. How were they made rich in Christ, according to verse 57
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4. What are they waiting for, according to verse 77

5. Summarize Paul’s appeal to them in verse 10.

6. State the problem, according to verses 11 & 12.

7. What 1s Paul thankful for in verse 14?

8. What 1s Paul’s statement of ministry in verse 177

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LLESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: To be pleasing to the Lord we must be making
progress upward.

LESSON #2: Growth in our relationship with the Lord
involves closing the gap between our position and our
practice.

LESSON #3: God sees us as already justified, sanctified, and
glorified at the moment of our salvation.

LESSON #4: He calls and we answer; and then we call on Him
the rest of our lives in prayer.

LESSON #5: As believers we should be looking for things in
the lives of our brothers and sisters in which we can be
thankful.
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LESSON #6: We are made rich in Him in all speech and
knowledge.

LESSON #7: Are you using your spiritual gift, and awaiting
eagerly the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ?

LESSON #8: God 1s faithful, and He keeps His promises.

LESSON #9: We have been called into fellowship with His
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

LESSON #10: Fellowship deepens the relationship.

LESSON #11: Guard the unity of the body of Christ no matter
what.
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