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A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS: 

Running to Win 

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You” 

Study Number Twenty – 1 Corinthians 14:26-40 

Corinthians 12, 13 and 14 is a very emotional passage. It’s 

been a difficult time to look at these verses and try to 

demonstrate that we really care and that we really love.  

This is a major issue of our day and there are numbers who 

are being swept away in some of these things simply because 

of the emotionalism that’s involved.  

Paul is dealing with a problem-plagued church. It’s a church 

that has allowed division to come into it. There are four 

different groups. It’s a church that is going to Law court with 

each other, they have immorality that’s been unjudged in the 

church. It’s a situation where their marriages are in trouble. 

It’s a case where they have division over personal convictions. 

We’ve discovered that it’s also a church that has a feminist 

movement in it, according to chapter 11. At the latter part of 

chapter 11 we discovered that they’re getting drunk at the 

Lord’s Table. And so one of the big problems that the church is 

facing is the problem of spiritual gifts—in 12, 13 and 14 

address that whole issue. 
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Ludlow Porch in Who Cares Apathy? has a little statement 

called “The Blessed Folks.”  

 

(Who Cares About Apathy? by Ludlow Porch) 

 

1. Blessed are those who are pleasant. 

2. Blessed are those who don’t have all the answers. 

3. Blessed are those who laugh often. 

4. Blessed are those who hug. 

5. Blessed are those [who have] a dependable bullpen. 

6. Blessed are those who get in their lane of traffic and stay 

there. 

7. Blessed are those who serve sweet iced tea. 

8. Blessed are the sportscasters who don’t scream at [you] 

from our televisions. 

9. Blessed are those who don’t call me during my favorite TV 

show. 

10. Blessed are those who don’t pop their gum. 

11. Blessed are those who know that brevity is the soul of wit. 

12. Blessed are puppies. 

13. Blessed are those who punt on fourth and one. 

14. Blessed are those who own rocking chairs. 

15. Blessed are the doctors who don’t keep you waiting. 

16. Blessed is the winning RBI. 

[And all of you that have children who are of teenage years:] 

17. Blessed is the gas gauge that reads “F”. 

18. Blessed are those who serve cornbread… 

20. Blessed are sermons that are finished thirty minutes 

prior to kick-off. 
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21. Blessed is a baby’s smile… 

23. Blessed are those who understand and love Christmas… 

pp. 88-89  

 

What he’s saying is simply this, love is what needs to prevail. 

And that’s what Paul has said in the heart of this. The choice 

we have to make between the gifts of the Spirit and the fruit 

of the Spirit, ought to be the fruit of the Spirit. We ought to 

demonstrate a love for one another in the body of Jesus Christ 

and be excited about that. 

 

All of this fussing about spiritual gifts and rights and 

dogmatism about certain things just seem terribly 

insignificant when we realize that we’re all getting closer and 

closer to that time. And if we don’t start hanging together, 

we’re going to hang separately because we’re living in a time 

that is strategic.  

 

And we pray that there would be a prevailing sense of 

kindness. There would be some hugs and some understanding 

that would come from the passage.  

 

Let’s just summarize in eight brief statements what we’ve 

learned about spiritual gifts in 12, 13 and 14 before we pick up 

on the text. Okay?  

 

1. First of all, spiritual gifts are sovereignly given. We have 

nothing to do with them. There is no human involvement. The 

Lord is the one who grants the spiritual gift or gifts when we 

become a Christian.  
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2. Secondly, everyone has at least one and some people have 

more than one spiritual gift. 

 

3. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is a universal thing that 

happens the moment we receive Christ.  

 

1 Corinthians 12:13  

 

We’ve been all baptized by one Spirit into one body. 

 

4. The spiritual gifts are given for ministry and not personal 

maturity.  

 

Spiritual gifts are our tools. They are what we use to help 

others in the body of Christ. And we can use TWO E’s. Our 

spiritual gift or gifts are to EDIFY and to EVANGELIZE, so 

that means it points out. 

 

5. Then fifth, the focus of our lives ought to be on the fruit of 

the Spirit rather than the gifts of the Spirit. 

 

This means Galatians 5:22 and 23, and we tie that into  

1 Corinthians 13. 

 

6. Languages will cease in and of themselves. Paul uses a 

very strong verb in 1 Corinthians 13 when he describes what’s 

going to happen to languages. 

 

7. Languages are a sign of judgment to the nation Israel. 
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That was the purpose of languages, a sign of judgment when 

they heard foreign languages in their streets. It means that 

God was judging them and setting them aside from the place 

of blessing. 

 

And then the biggest one of all: 

 

8. Edification of others has been the key thought through 

the whole thing.  

 

It’s like Paul is saying, “Look, the key thing is what you do for 

others, not what you’re getting yourself from spiritual gifts. 

You edify others.” 

 

Now on this one there will be six key phrases and we will star 

them as we go along. Some of them will be part of a verse, 

some of them will be the whole verse.  

 

Now what Paul is doing here is he’s taught everything about 

spiritual gifts. He’s talked about the fruit of the Spirit in 13, 

he’s talked about the fact that prophecy and languages are the 

problem in the church. Now he’s applying it to the local 

situation. 

 

He gives 15 COMMANDS and 3 QUESTIONS here in this 

passage.  

 

The little word “let” is just going to go “let…let…let…let.” It’s 

going to occur over and over again. What he’s doing is  

applying, to the church now, everything he’s taught about 
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spiritual gifts.  

 

This is a tough passage for women. Be forewarned. Paul is 

horrendously courageous. He talks about the two things that 

rub a woman’s fur the wrong way—SPEECH and 

SUBMISSION. And it does it all in one verse. It’s just 

horrendous what’s getting ready to happen.  

 

He’s applying it. Let’s get into it. It’s going to be good.  

 

v. 26 What is the outcome then, brethren? When you are 

coming together, each one is having a psalm, is 

having a teaching, is having a revelation, is having 

a language, is having an interpretation. Let all 

things be done for edification. 

 

“What is the outcome then, brethren? When you are coming 

together, each one is having a psalm, is having a teaching, is 

having a revelation, is having a language, is having an 

interpretation. Let all things be done for edification.” 

 

There’s COMMAND #1. We run back into the Word again.  

 

But he’s saying: “What is the outcome…brethren?” 

 

We’re APPLYING this now. Let’s apply it to the local 

situation. What do we have? We have a bunch of people 

coming together for worship. There are FIVE DIFFERENT 

GROUPS represented here that come together for worship.  
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1. Some guy has been reading the psalms and he has “a 

psalm” he wants to share with everybody. 

 

2. And then there’s somebody that has “a teaching.” The 

Lord’s been teaching him from the Word and he wants to 

share that. 

 

3. And then there’s another fella that has “a revelation.” 

Now we won’t find that in the contemporary church. The 

divine revelation is completed with the book of Revelation.  

 

And when some guy comes to church and tells us he has a 

revelation, just find out if he was at the Mexican restaurant. 

That’s all we need to do. There just aren’t those things 

anymore. And recognize that fact and there’s danger when we 

try to do that. The scripture warns us not to add to and don’t 

take away from it. 

 

4. And then the fourth one is “a language.” Now Israel is 

still a very viable option here because the church is brand new 

and so some people were speaking in languages in praise to 

God. 

 

And then finally: 

 

5. “an interpretation”—of course that has to be there too in 

order for the languages to be used. 

 

But COMMAND #1 is KEY STATEMENT #1. 
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Okay, if we’re going to star these statements now, we’re going 

to have six of them when we get done, star that last phrase: 

 

“Let all things be done for edification.” 

 

That’s a word for construction. That’s a word for building a 

house. When we edify we build it up. We put it together. 

 

We’re living in a time when so many people come together to 

receive instruction, comfort and encouragement, not to give 

any of that. That’s all they want. They want to come for what 

they can receive rather than what they can give to a 

particular group. And so he says here, let it all be done for the 

purpose of edifying others. 

 

Paul twice mentions: 

 

“When I was a child, I spoke as a child. When I became a man, 

I put away childish things.” (see 1 Corinthians 13:11) 

 

Remember? And then in our last study we had it again in 

chapter 14. He says: 

 

“Grow up and quit being children.” (see 1 Corinthians 14:20) 

 

Grandkids are the epitome of selfishness. The minute they hit 

the door it’s demand. That’s alright, they’re kids. 

 

“Where are the toys?”  
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“Where’s the pool table?”  

 

“Where’s the bikes?” 

 

“Where’s this? Where’s that?” 

 

“Can I have a cookie?” 

 

It’s just when we’re not used to that, it’s shell-shock for us as 

grandparents to have that. It’s just instant chaos and demand. 

And they’re into everything! Stuff that we had put up and we 

thought was safe! 

 

They’ve drained the water dispenser. They just love to stand 

there and “thwaaa,” let the stuff drain out! They just have a 

ball!  

 

And then we have our older kids and they have learned what 

it is to sacrificially give of themselves. And they learn how to 

make life a joy.  

 

Why do we have a problem with this? We have a bunch of 

baby Christians running around in diapers who are only 

concerned about what they can get.  

 

We determine our level of maturity by how much we’re 

concerned about our spiritual gift and the contribution we can 

make to the body of Christ, not what we’re going to receive 

from it. The minute we start being concerned about our 

spiritual gift, we’ve reached the level of maturity where we 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



10 

 

want to do something for somebody else. And that’s when we 

get to be like Jesus.  

 

“I came not to be ministered unto but to minister and to give 

my life a ransom for many.” (ref. Mark 10:45) 

 

Paul said in Philippians 2: “If my life is poured out as a drink 

offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I joy and 

rejoice with you all.” (ref. Philippians 2:17) 

 

Our greatest joy is not what we receive—and that’s what we’re 

being taught today! Our greatest joy is in what we sacrificially 

give! Not what we’re trying to get out of somebody else who’s a 

brother or sister in Christ, or we’re trying to get from the Holy 

Spirit or we’re trying to get from somebody else! 

 

Our level of maturity is determined by our real concern about 

spiritual gifts. And if we don’t know what ours is, it probably 

tells us something. It tells us that we’ve been content to sit, 

soak and sour to receive, to receive, and receive.  

 

Find the joy of giving. Find the joy of being spent in the lives 

of other people. There is such a blessing waiting for us when 

we do that for one another, and when we’re kind and loving 

and we’re desirous of building up and edifying one another. 

 

v. 27 If anyone is speaking in a language, let it be two 

or at the most three, and each in turn, and let one 

person be interpreting. 
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“If anyone is speaking in a language, let it be two or at the 

most three, and each in turn, and let one person be 

interpreting.” 

 

What does that tell us? That tells us that they’re all speaking 

in languages at the same time.  

 

He says if everybody is speaking in languages and somebody 

who’s not a Christian comes in, he’s going to say we’re out of 

our mind. And so he has to say we’re going to control this 

thing. So just “two or at most three, and each in turn,”—don’t 

everybody do it all at once—“and let one person be 

interpreting.”  

 

That’s key. Somebody has to be there to interpret what’s being 

said. 

 

v. 28 But if there is no interpreter, let him be keeping 

silent in the church; and let him be speaking to 

himself and to God.  

 

“But if there is no interpreter, let him be keeping silent in the 

church; and let him be speaking to himself and to God.” 

 

Notice the word that he uses to describe who’s supposed to be 

doing this.  

 

“him”—“him”—no hers.  

 

Let “him” do it, and if there’s not an interpreter, “let him keep 
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silent in the church; let him speak to himself”—keep it to 

himself and then speak—“to God.” 

 

Because languages was a praise to God and a judgment to the 

nation Israel.  

 

v. 29 And let two or three prophets be speaking, and let 

the others be passing judgment.  

 

“And let two or three prophets be speaking, and let the others 

be passing judgment.” 

 

Now there were still prophets in the church because the divine 

revelation wasn’t complete yet. And these prophets were 

foretelling and giving divine revelation. 

 

For instance, remember when Paul in Acts 21 is heading 

toward Jerusalem, he is just set on getting to Jerusalem 

because he feels like a Brinks armored car. He has this huge 

offering that he’s taking from all of these Gentile churches and 

he’s heading toward Jerusalem with this gift. And he lands at 

Caesarea—which is the landing point, which is about 60 miles 

from Jerusalem. And when he lands there, what does he run 

into at Phillip’s house? Every one of his daughters is a 

prophetess. And they really jump on Paul like a duck on a 

junebug and say, “Hey look, it’s not God’s will for you to go to 

Jerusalem.” 

 

And then Agabus, he comes up from the south and he’s a 

prophet and he says the same thing. He says, “I’ll tell you 
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what’s going to happen. The guy’s going to go to Jerusalem.” 

And he takes his belt off and he ties up his hands and his feet 

and says, “This is what’s going to happen to you if you go to 

Jerusalem!”  

 

What’s Paul say? He says, “You’re breaking my heart! I’m 

going to Jerusalem! You know I feel it’s God’s will for me to go 

to Jerusalem.” And so what did they say? “Let the will of God 

be done.” (see Acts 21) 

 

Now see they spoke things. And if we interpret what they 

spoke, they were just telling Paul what was going to happen 

when he got there, not that he shouldn’t go. And Paul went 

ahead and there are plenty of indications that he was right in 

the center of the will of God even though he was in the midst 

of a crisis and all the things that were predicted happened. 

 

Now we don’t have prophets doing that today. The closest 

thing we have to a prophet is a weatherman and we know 

they don’t do very good. They hit only about 50 percent on 

what’s going to happen. 

 

But we do have a lot of prophets who tell the divine revelation 

that’s already complete, and that’s what we’re trying to do 

tonight. It’s simply to describe what the Word of God says and 

reveal what it is saying. And that’s considered the prophetic 

gift. So they had to have somebody pass judgment. 

 

In 1 John 4 it says: “Beloved, test the spirits to see whether 

they’re of God or not.” (ref. 1 John 4:1) 
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Because we can get revelations from different sources—from 

Satan himself. And we can also receive a divine revelation.  

 

Divine revelation will always be in accordance with the 

revealed will of God that’s in the Word of God. God will never 

reveal anything that’s contrary to the Word of God. And that’s 

why we have to use the Word of God as our ultimate test. 

 

So he says when two or three of those guys are speaking, let 

the others pass judgment on it.  

 

v. 30 But if a revelation is made to another who is 

seated, let the first be keeping silent.  

 

“But if a revelation is made to another who is seated, let the 

first be keeping silent.” 

 

What is he saying?  

 

Don’t be so selfish to stand up and just keep prophesying 

when some fella is pulling on our coat wanting to share 

something God has just revealed to him! Learn how to be 

sensitive to our brother and sister who wants to share 

something. So sit down and let the other guy speak and let 

him have his turn! And don’t just hog the whole show! 

 

In Corinth they’re having some problems with everybody 

wanting to talk at the same time, and everybody wanting to 

speak.  
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v. 31 For you can all prophesy one by one, in order that 

all may be learning and all may be encouraged;  

 

“For you can all prophesy one by one, in order that all may be 

learning and all may be encouraged;” 

 

There is our SECOND KEY STATEMENT.  

 

It starts with “in order that”—that’s a PURPOSE—“all may be 

learning and all may be encouraged.” 

 

Take our first KEY STATEMENT: 

 

“Let all things be done for edification.” 

 

And then we tie in the PURPOSE CLAUSE of KEY 

STATEMENT #2 and it makes a neat sentence. Let’s read it: 

 

“Let all things be done for edification…in order that all may 

be learning and all may be encouraged.” 

 

That’s what we’re doing. It fits! 

 

And so KEY STATEMENT #1 and #2 go together so we 

understand why we’re edifying—so everybody can learn and 

everybody can be encouraged. 

 

v. 32 and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets;  
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“and the spirits of prophets are subject to the prophets;” 

 

Ever heard people say, “Oh, I just had to speak. I just couldn’t 

help myself. I just had to say something.”? 

 

Paul’s saying, come on—“the spirit of the prophets are subject 

to the prophets.” We don’t have to speak on every issue. 

 

Ray Stedman said there are always two kinds of people in the 

church: 

 

“those who have something to say, and those who have to say 

something.” 

(source unknown) 

 

That’s right! We have them both! And he’s saying here, 

“Watch out!” 

 

v. 33 for God is not a God of disorder but of peace, as in 

all the churches of the saints.  

 

“for God is not a God of disorder but of peace, as in all the 

churches of the saints.” 

 

See that word “disorder”? That’s the word that characterizes a 

person who is out of control emotionally.  

 

Let’s say we’re driving down the freeway and we lose it 

because some guy cuts in front of us. The Greek word would 

be the word for disorder—we are in disorder. We have lost it 
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emotionally by our anger. Don’t lose our emotion in spiritual 

things. That’s dangerous. And that’s what he’s trying to say. 

 

And when we lose it emotionally and we don’t know what 

we’re saying and we don’t know what we’re doing, that is not 

spirituality. God is not a God of that! He’s not a God of 

chaos—is another way we can translate this. He’s not a God of 

confusion, where things are being said that are not 

understood, and things are happening that we think are 

weird. That’s not what God is; but He’s a God of peace. 

 

Ever been in a congregational meeting when you could just 

smell the smoke? Where there’s just an intense feeling that 

there are some feelings here that are going to come out and 

we’re scared to listen to it. Been in those? 

 

Then ever been in the others when there’s been such a love 

that there is a horrendous peace? That’s the presence of the 

Spirit of God. There are some wonderful verses on peace. 

 

Colossians 3:15 

 

Let the peace of God rule as an umpire… 

 

That means when we’re making decisions and there’s peace. 

 

Isaiah 32:17 is one of my very favorite: 

 

Isaiah 32:17 
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The work of righteousness shall be peace and the effect of 

righteousness, quietness and assurance forever. 

 

And then: 

 

Isaiah 26:3  

 

Thou will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 

thee… 

 

When we get our mind off of Him and on circumstances and on 

people, we’re going to lose our peace. Keep our focus on Him. 

 

KEY STATEMENT #3: 

 

“God is not a God of disorder but a God of peace.” 

 

Now we come to that verse—verse 34—that we’ve all been 

waiting for. 

 

v. 34 Let the women be keeping silent in the churches; 

for they are not permitted to be speaking, but let 

them be putting themselves in the place of 

subjection, even as also the Law is saying.  

 

“Let the women be keeping silent in the churches;” 

 

And all the men say, “Amen!” 

 

“for they are not permitted to be speaking, but let them be 
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putting themselves in the place of subjection, even as also the 

Law is saying.” 

 

Now that’s strong, isn’t it?  

 

“Let the women be keeping silent in the churches;” 

 

Some women say Paul is a male chauvinist, he’s a crusty old 

bachelor, he doesn’t know the beauty of womanhood, and on 

and on they go. 

 

None of those things are true. Paul was probably married. He 

had to be as a member of the Sanhedrin. So we have one of 

two choices. He’s either widowed and his wife died or he’s a 

divorcee. And we have those two choices.  

 

Of course most of conservative people would say, “Oh his wife 

died and she was sweet and wonderful.” Most likely after he 

was converted on the Damascus Road and gone for three 

years, when he came home to tell her about his new 

relationship she said, “Take a hike Jack.” That makes 1 

Corinthians 7 come alive when we see that.  

 

Ephesians 5—what a beautiful passage on marriage. Paul 

knows what it is—the beauty of womanhood and her function. 

Take all the passages Paul writes about women and they’re 

very beautiful. 

 

Now why does he say, “Let women keep silent in the 

churches”?  
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We need to apply this first to the local situation. There were 

women speaking in languages in the churches and Paul was 

upset with that.  

 

One guy said, “You know if you took the women out of the 

charismatic movement tongues would die overnight.” That is 

pretty strong. And notice another guy said that. That’s hard to 

say in love—it really is. But when we come right down to the 

bottom line, obviously there were a lot of them that were 

talking in the church and Paul just says let them keep silent 

and let them learn at home. 

 

Now let’s balance all that. Back in 1 Corinthians 11, Paul is 

talking about women having their heads covered. But listen to 

what he says in that fifth verse: 

 

1 Corinthians 11:5 

 

Every woman who is having her head uncovered while 

praying or prophesying is dishonoring her head. 

 

So women do pray, women do speak and teach in the church. 

The only problem is, the women in the church at Corinth were 

forming their own little rebel group and they were coming to 

church with their heads uncovered.  

 

Now what does that mean? Well that meant they came 

without the symbols of their being wives. If we’d put that in 

our current time, it’s going to church without our wedding 
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rings if we’re married. But the woman wore her head covering 

to say, “Hey, I’m already taken—I belong to somebody.” And 

these women were coming to church without their heads 

covered. 

 

But they were praying and prophesying and Paul doesn’t 

make any issue out of that. What he’s probably specifically 

dealing with is languages and prophecies. And he says, 

“Ladies, bug off.” or “keep silent.” 

 

Now there are several other passages where he teaches that 

the woman is to learn from her husband at home. But he also 

has some beautiful statements about women’s ministry. For 

instance: 

 

Titus 2:3-5 

 

Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not 

malicious gossips, nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what 

is good, that they may encourage the young women to love 

their husbands, to love their children, to be sensible, pure, 

workers at home, kind, being subject to their own husbands, 

that the word of God may not be dishonored. 

 

So that’s a function of a woman—Yes! They can teach. They 

can share. They can minister within the parameters of what 

Paul designs here and not in violation of the headship of the 

husband. 

 

It is wrong for a woman to be teaching a man. It is the man’s 
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responsibility for headship. But there are going to be 

exceptions to that as well. And so let’s demonstrate gentleness 

and kindness and try to understand what Paul is saying here 

in this particular passage. 

 

There is a Priscilla who teaches an Apollos. There is a Mary 

Magdalene who is the one who carries the message of the 

resurrected Christ. There is a woman of Samaria who goes 

back to the city of Samaria and literally evangelizes the place 

as she tells all the men, “Come and see someone who told me 

all I ever did!” 

 

There is a Phoebe who was a deaconess in the assembly in 

Rome. And there are countless numbers of other beautiful 

women—Dorcas is another—who have a very special ministry. 

So let’s don’t take one verse in a situation where there’s 

difficulty in the church and take it out of context and say, 

“Well women shut up.” Be seen and not heard. That is not a 

balanced exposition of this passage. 

 

Prophecy and languages were a problem so let’s put it there. 

 

There was one fella who said: 

 

“There was a woman who was rebuked for talking too much. 

She said, “But how can I know what I think till I’ve heard 

what I have to say?”’ 

(source unknown) 

 

That really fits the whole thing doesn’t it? 
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Paul says, ”Save your extensive discussions for when you get 

home. Talk together about those things.” 

 

v. 35 And if they are desiring to learn anything, let 

them be asking their own husbands at home; for it 

is improper (disgraceful) for a woman to be 

speaking in church.  

 

“And if they are desiring to learn anything, let them be asking 

their own husbands at home; for it is improper (or disgraceful) 

for a woman to be speaking in church.” 

 

And he’s simply pointing out the fact that in the public 

worship for this to happen, it ought to come from a man rather 

than from the woman. 

 

v. 36 Or was it from you that the word of God went 

forth? Or has it come to you only?  

 

“Or”—this is strong—“was it from you that the word of God 

went forth? Or has it come to you only?” 

 

“Did the Word of God start with you and end with you? You all 

have got a very special rule here in Corinth. You’ve got this 

yourself and as a result, you’re unteachable, you’re 

unapproachable because you got the Word of God all by 

yourselves.”  

 

The Living Bible puts it this way: 
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You disagree? And do you think the knowledge of God’s will 

begins and ends with you Corinthians? Well, you are 

mistaken! 

 

Phillips says: 

 

Do I see you questioning my instructions? Are you beginning 

to imagine that the Word of God originated in your church, 

and you have a monopoly on God’s truth? 

(source unknown) 

 

We can tell the spirit of a person by his response to the Word 

of God. And if we have that sweet, teachable spirit, it’s an 

indication of the presence of the Holy Spirit and we have a 

spirit of submissiveness and obedience. 

 

Now he really uses a power play in verse 37. 

 

v. 37 If anyone is thinking that he is a prophet or 

spiritual, let him be recognizing that the things 

which I am writing to you are the Lord’s 

commandment.  

 

“If anyone is thinking that he is a prophet or spiritual, let him 

be recognizing that the things which I am writing are the 

Lord’s commandment.” 

 

If we want to argue with the “Lord’s commandment” that’s 

alright, but what “I am writing [is] the Lord’s commandment.” 
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Want to be blessed, want to prosper? Then be obedient to the 

Word of God. 

 

Josh McDowell tells the most incredible story in his book 

Evidence for Joy. He is deeply in love with Paula and he wants 

to marry her. But as they get engaged and they begin to court 

further and more intimately, he realizes there are some things 

that are not right in their relationship.  

 

The pressure gets so strong on him, he feels that he needs to 

talk to her about it and they talk together and she has the 

same feelings. And he describes the painful experience of 

walking away from her and getting on the airplane and being 

bitter toward God. 

 

“The one thing I wanted in my life was a wife and You didn’t 

give her to me! And the one thing that was the most important 

thing to me, You didn’t let me have!” 

(source unknown) 

 

It was like God gave him Psalm 84: 

 

Psalm 84:11 

 

No good thing will I withhold  

from those who walk with Me. 

 

And it happened over and over again. And finally he says how 

he finally comes to that moment of obedience. And six years 
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later Dottie comes into his life and he reflects back on how the 

Spirit of God graciously restrained him in that situation so six 

years later He could bless him with the Lord’s provision. 

 

Ruth Harms Calkin has the following poem  called “Free 

Choice”: 

 

(Lord, Don’t You Love Me Anymore? by Ruth Harms Calkin) 

 

My Lord 

Because You have given me 

The irrevocable power of free choice 

You will not force me 

To do something I selfishly don’t want to do. 

But I have made 

A grave and painful discovery: 

You can certainly 

Make me wish I had done it. 

p. 90  

 

There it is. We can suffer the consequences of not having done 

it, although he would not make us do it. 

 

Obedience is the key. There’s our fourth KEY STATEMENT—

verse 37: 

 

“If anyone is thinking that he is a prophet or spiritual, let him 

be recognizing that the things which I am writing to you are 

the Lord’s commandment.” 
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And in verse 38, look at how critical that is: 

 

v. 38 But if anyone is disregarding [it], he is 

disregarded [by God].  

 

“If anyone is disregarding [it], he is disregarded [by God].” 

 

Disobedience has serious consequences and we can always 

recognize spiritual people because they recognize the 

authority of the scripture. 

 

One writer put it this way: 

 

“God has two dwelling places—one in heaven and the other in 

a meek and thankful heart.” 

(source unknown) 

 

“If you go against the grain of God’s law, you are going to get 

splinters.” 

(source unknown) 

 

“Every great person has learned how and when and whom to 

obey.” 

(source unknown) 

 

“Postponed obedience is disobedience.” 

(source unknown) 

 

“God’s Laws last longer than those who break them.” 

(source unknown) 
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“Only he who believes is obedient; and he who is obedient, 

believes.” 

(source unknown) 

 

“Selective obedience is not obedience at all, it is only 

convenience.” 

(source unknown) 

 

“To know God is to know that He should be obeyed.” 

(source unknown) 

 

Remember how Jesus ends the Sermon on the Mount? He says 

the wise man builds his house on the rock. The foolish man 

builds his house on the sand. Why? “The wise man is the one 

who hears these things of Mine and he does them.” He 

expresses it with an obedient heart. (see Matthew 7:20-27) 

 

In 1 Samuel there’s that section where Samuel confronts Saul 

with his disobedience—in 1 Samuel 15—over the Amalekites. 

And of course Saul has a weird concept that he’s saved these 

animals for sacrifice, for spiritual purposes. And boy does 

Samuel lay the leather on him. He says, “You know obedience 

is better than sacrifice.” 

 

Don’t try to smoke the issue of the Word of God by 

rationalizing things. Express to the best of our ability an 

obedient heart and God is going to bless. Now we don’t know 

what it means when it says God is going to disregard us in 

disobedience. Possibly fellowship—because God is not in 
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fellowship with a disobedient heart, and possibly some other 

serious things. 

 

Now statements 5 and 6 are in verses 39 and 40 to wrap it up. 

 

v. 39 Therefore, my brethren, be desiring earnestly to 

be prophesying, and stop forbidding to be speaking 

in languages.  

 

“Therefore, my brethren, be desiring earnestly to be 

prophesying, and stop forbidding to be speaking in languages.” 

 

That’s KEY STATEMENT #5. 

 

Now why does he say stop “desiring” or “stop forbidding to be 

speaking in languages?”  

 

Evidently some of them were and it was a concern and they 

were trying to stop them from doing it. Now is it right to 

forbid a non-genuine manifestation of the gift of languages? Is 

it right to deal with that in the church when we know that it 

doesn’t pass all the tests?  

 

We have these TEN TESTS from these three chapters that the 

real thing has to pass.  

 

1. It must be a foreign language. 

 

2. It must be used as a judicial sign to unbelieving Jews. 
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3. It must be used publicly and not privately. 

 

4. It must be accompanied with a translation. 

 

5.  It must be limited to three. 

 

6. It must be done one at a time. 

 

7. It must be limited to the interpretation—one 

interpretation. 

 

8. It must be exercised by men only in the church. 

 

9. It must be a balanced distribution. 

 

10. It must be exercised in love. 

 

Now those are just simple statements that have come out of 

these three chapters. Now if we don’t see it, as believers we 

have a right to forbid or at least to express that this is 

something that is not consistent with a genuine gift of 

languages. 

 

v. 40 But let all things be done properly and in an 

orderly manner.  

 

“But let all things be done properly and in an orderly 

manner.” 

 

Amen Paul!  
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That is KEY STATEMENT #6 that goes with disorder. 

 

Now what are the lessons we got out of it? We have these: 

 

Lesson #1: Whatever we do in the body of Christ should be 

done for the edification of others. 

 

When we’re fellowshipping and working together, what we do 

ought to be done for the edification of others. 

 

Lesson #2: No one should speak in languages unless there is 

an interpreter present. 

 

Lesson #3: Our purpose in coming together in fellowship is so 

we can learn and be encouraged. 

 

Lesson #4: “God is not a God of disorder but of peace.” 

 

Lesson #5: God is in the business of blessing the obedient 

heart. 

 

Do we sense that? 

 

If the Spirit of God has His finger on something in our life 

right now, don’t hang onto it. It isn’t worth it. We’re building 

our house on the sand and the first storm that hits, great is 

going to be the fall of it, and we’ll be so sad that we didn’t turn 

loose of it. 
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Lesson #6: “Let all things be done properly and in an orderly 

manner.” 

 

In boiling all this down, it really doesn’t matter what we 

experience. It’s what the Word of God has to say. And when 

we can come that far along, we’re going to solve an awful lot of 

problems in this regard.  

 

One writer put it this way: 

 

Three men were walking on a wall— 

Feeling, Faith and Fact.  

When Feeling took an awful fall,  

Faith was taken back.  

 

So close was Faith to Feeling 

that he stumbled and fell too.  

But Fact remained and pulled Faith up,  

and Faith brought Feeling too. 

(source unknown) 

 

Don’t let feeling be the engine of our train. Let it be our 

caboose. It is the facts up front. God said it and His character 

is at stake if He doesn’t maintain what He said! Base all 

spiritual experience on that. Put our faith in the fact. 

 

This is a deeply touching poem written by Martin Luther: 

 

GOD’S UNCHANGING WORD 
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Our feelings come and feelings go 

 And feelings are deceiving. 

My warrant is the Word of God, 

 Not else is worth believing. 

 

Though all my heart should feel condemned 

 For want of some sweet token, 

There is One greater than my heart 

 Whose Word cannot be broken. 

 

I’ll trust in God’s unchanging Word 

 Til soul and body sever; 

For though all things shall pass away, 

 His Word will stand forever. 

(source unknown) 

 

It’s really what God said that is more important than 

anything else in the world. We’re to be a doer of the Word and 

not just a hearer only, deceiving our own self. 

 

Father, forgive us in our arrogance when we feel like the Word 

of God originated with us, in that we have had an experience 

or we’ve had a message or God told us something and we’ve 

based our whole lives on that. Forgive us. Help us again to set 

aside what we experience and fill our lives with the word of 

the divine revelation and seek to live in light of it. Father, 

grow us up in the Savior. Enable us to be more concerned 

about what we can give to others in the remaining years of our 

lives than what we can selfishly grasp. Father, we’re so 

reminded of James and John wanting those places in the 
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Kingdom for themselves and everybody else got upset because 

they wanted it too. Lord how impatient You must have become 

with the disciples that last night when You walked into the 

room and they were arguing over who was going to be 

Secretary of State and nobody was willing to wash feet. 

Forgive us for always being concerned about positions and 

crowns and awards and special privileges and Your children. 

And help us humbly to recognize that the person who serves, 

the person who ministers, is going to be the one who is 

greatest among us. Teach us how to learn that and to orient 

our lives so, as we are Spirit-filled, we’re also spent on the 

edification and the blessing of others, and the evangelism of 

those who do not know the Christ. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 
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A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS: 

 

Running to Win 

 

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You” 

 

 

STUDY NUMBER TWENTY – 1 CORINTHIANS 14:26-40 

 

            NOTES 
v. 26 What is the outcome then, brethren? When you are coming 

together, each one is having a psalm, is having a teaching, is 

having a revelation, is having a language, is having an 

interpretation. Let all things be done for edification. 

v. 27 If anyone is speaking in a language, let it be two or at the 

most three, and each in turn, and let one person be interpreting. 

v. 28 But if there is no interpreter, let him be keeping silent in the 

church; and let him be speaking to himself and to God. 

v. 29 And let two or three prophets be speaking, and let the others 

be passing judgment. 

v. 30 But if a revelation is made to another who is seated, let the 

first be keeping silent. 

v. 31 For you can all prophesy one by one, in order that all may be 

learning and all may be encouraged; 

v. 32 and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets;  

v. 33 for God is not a God of disorder but of peace, as in all the 

churches of the saints. 

v. 34 Let the women be keeping silent in the churches; for they are 

not permitted to be speaking, but let them be putting themselves 

in the place of subjection, even as also the Law is saying. 

v. 35 And if they are desiring to learn anything, let them be asking 

their own husbands at home; for it is improper (disgraceful) for a 

woman to be speaking in church.  

v. 36 Or was it from you that the word of God went forth? Or has it 

come to you only? 
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            NOTES 
v. 37 If anyone is thinking that he is a prophet or spiritual, let him 

be recognizing that the things which I am writing to you are the 

Lord’s commandment. 

v. 38 But if anyone is disregarding [it], he is disregarded [by God]. 

v. 39 Therefore, my brethren, be desiring earnestly to be 

prophesying, and stop forbidding to be speaking in languages.  

v. 40 But let all things be done properly and in an orderly manner. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read 1 Corinthians 14:26-40 and in your own words pull 

out the main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What is the primary function of everything that is done, 

according to verse 26? 

 

 

 

 

3. If there is no interpreter in the meeting, what is the person 

who is speaking in languages supposed to do, according to 

verse 28? 
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4. What should be the twofold outcome of prophesying, 

according to verse 31? 

 

 

 

 

5. How is God characterized, according to verse 33? 

 

 

 

 

6. What are the women supposed to do, according to verse 34? 

 

 

 

 

7. How are women supposed to learn, according to verse 35? 

 

 

 

 

8. How are all things to be done, according to verse 40? 
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9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: Whatever we do in the body of Christ should be 

done for the edification of others. 

 

LESSON #2: No one should speak in languages unless there is 

an interpreter present. 

 

LESSON #3: Our purpose in coming together in fellowship is 

that we might learn and be encouraged. 

 

LESSON #4: “God is not a God of disorder but of peace.” 
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LESSON #5: God is in the business of blessing the obedient 

heart. 

 

LESSON #6: “Let all things be done properly and in an 

orderly manner.” 
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