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A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS: 

Running to Win 

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You” 

Study Number Twenty-Two – 1 Corinthians 15:20-34 

Allen Hadidian, recognizing that it’s the contribution to 

individual lives that makes all the difference, says: 

(Discipleship: Helping Other Christians Grow by Allen 

Hadidian) 

I want to change this world where I can. I want to have an 

impact. I do not want written on my tombstone, “He came, he 

stayed, [and] he left.” Therefore, at one point I had to evaluate 

my life and [my] goals and ask myself the questions, What am 

I doing that can ultimately have an impact on this world? 

What am I doing that will have eternal consequences? 

p. 19

We’re coming to one of the most phenomenal passages of 

scripture. If we took the best 10 chapters in the Bible, we’d 

have to include this one as one of them.  

So many would probably choose John 3, because that’d be on 

the new birth. 
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We’d choose Romans 3, because it talks about the universality 

of sin and the need of a Savior. 

 

We’d probably pick Romans 6, 7 and 8. 

 

Then John 15 on the vine and the branches. 

 

But right up there with it would be 1 Corinthians 15, because 

this is the only chapter in the Bible that addresses the issue of 

the Resurrection.  

 

Now we talk about the fact that Christ has risen from the 

dead. And that’s wonderful, because that’s the mark and the 

distinctiveness of our Christian faith. And so we’re going to be 

digging in to this wonderful chapter and hopefully it really 

proves to be meaningful as we read these verses together. 

 

It was Theodore Roosevelt who said: 

 

(Becoming: Yourself in the Making by Calvin Miller) 

 

It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how 

the strong man stumbled or where the doer of deeds could 

have done [things] better. The credit belongs to the man who 

is actually in the arena; whose face is marred by dust and 

sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, and comes 

up short again and again, because there is no effort without 

error and shortcoming; who does actually try to do the deed; 

who knows the great enthusiasm, the great devotion and 

spends himself in a worthy cause; who, at the worst, if he 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



3 

 

fails, at least fails while daring greatly. 

 Far better it is to dare mighty things, tow in glorious 

triumphs even though checkered by failure, than to rank with 

those poor spirits who neither enjoy nor suffer much because 

they live in the gray twilight that knows neither victory [nor] 

defeat. 

p. 133  

 

Paul, quite obviously, is one of those who has blood and sweat 

all over his face. He is an incredible human being and we see 

every bit of it in this letter to the Corinthians. He has been 

writing to deal with problems. And problem after problem has 

arisen that he’s addressed through our study of the book. 

 

Now we come to this marvelous chapter on the Resurrection. 

The reason this chapter is in this book is discovered in verse 

12 of 1 Corinthians 15—which would be in the study just 

previous.  

 

He says, “How is it that some among you are saying there is 

no resurrection?” 

 

Now Paul was a Pharisee in background, and the Sadducees 

do not believe in the Resurrection. So there were obviously 

some people in town who were saying that Christ didn’t rise 

from the dead and neither are we. And so he begins to address 

this whole thing. 

 

Now Paul kind of plays a little “WHAT IF” game in the first 

nineteen verses. What we mean by this is, what if Christ 
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wasn’t raised from the dead? Is there anything that would 

happen if Jesus really wasn’t risen from the dead? 

 

And he comes up with SEVEN THINGS to capsulize those 

verses to bring us up to where we are. He says if there is no 

resurrection of the dead: 

 

1. Our preaching is worthless—there’s no sense in preaching 

or teaching. 

 

2. Our faith is unfounded—we don’t have anything to put 

our faith in. 

 

3. The preachers are false witnesses. We promise to tell the 

truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth so help us 

God and we’re guilty of perjury if we claim that Jesus Christ 

is risen from the dead. 

 

4. And he says our faith is a mere delusion.  

 

5. And—this is a big one—we’re still in our sins. There’s no 

hope for us if Jesus Christ hasn’t risen from the dead. 

 

And then here’s another big one: 

 

6. The people who are Christians who have died have 

perished.  

 

And the last thing Paul says in verse 19 is we’re “to be pitied 

of all people.” In other words, there’s no hope for the present 
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life, if in fact Jesus Christ has not risen from the dead. 

 

Now that’s a little game called “WHAT IF” and it’s all 

NEGATIVE. What Paul does in these 19 verses is he also 

weaves in some very credible witnesses. Now we have 

witnesses of TWELVE APPEARANCES OF CHRIST in His 

resurrected body, so we’re not lacking for witnesses. But He 

picks SIX: 

 

1. He picks PETER, first of all. And of course, Peter was the 

president of the organization. He’s the one that probably felt 

the worst about it because he was the one who, the last time 

he saw Jesus, he was bursting in profanity saying he didn’t 

know Him. That was the last time he looked at Him on 

Friday—Thursday night had to be the longest days of his life 

before the Resurrection. And he saw Christ alive in a very 

private meeting. 

 

2. And then he speaks of the TWELVE. They see Him over 

and over again during the 40 day period that He reveals 

Himself to them. 

 

3. And then he talks about FIVE HUNDRED witnesses who 

saw Him. And it’s pretty tough to say that 500 people are 

wrong in actually seeing the risen Christ in His body. 

 

4. The APOSTLES. 

 

5. And then he speaks of another very interesting one, he 

speaks of JAMES. James was probably the oldest son of Mary 
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and Joseph after Jesus was born. And none of His brothers 

believed in Him. And then James gets to have a private 

meeting with the resurrected Christ.  

 

And he’s the one who wrote the epistle of James. Ever read it 

in that view? He calls Him “the Lord Jesus Christ” in chapter 

1 and he calls Him “the Lord of Glory”—the Shekinah Glory, 

the visible presence of God among men.  

 

And it’s tough in a situation like that to really believe when 

we’re living with somebody like that all the time, that they 

really are that way. And He really was the Son of God, but 

James believed. 

 

6. And then of course PAUL says, “He revealed Himself to 

me too,” and makes himself one of the witnesses who saw the 

resurrected Christ.  

 

So he weaves together witnesses in a little game called 

“WHAT IF” to set the stage for our study. And we stopped at 

verse 19 in the previous study because verse 20 is totally 

different. It’s just like the light of life shines in.  

 

Now is it credible that people, since the Resurrection of 

Christ, who are reputable and who have studied and 

researched, believe in the Resurrection? Why, of course.  

 

William Shakespeare, for instance said: 

 

“I commend my soul into the hands of God my Creator hoping 
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and assuredly believing through the merits of Jesus Christ, 

my Savior, to be made partaker of everlasting life.” 

(source unknown) 

 

It was Lord Byron who said: 

 

“If ever man was God or God man, Jesus Christ was both.” 

(source unknown) 

 

It was James Greenleaf Whittier who said: 

 

“My ground of hope for myself and for humanity is that divine 

fullness of love which was manifested in the life, teachings, 

and sacrifice of Christ.” 

(source unknown) 

 

Charles Dickens said: 

 

“I commit my soul to the mercy of God through our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ.” 

(source unknown) 

 

Tolstoy, Russian atheist that he was, says of course of himself 

that he’s a “nihilist” in the sense that he didn’t believe in 

anything—nothing: 

 

“Not a revolutionary socialist but a man who believed in 

nothing. Five years ago my faith came to me. I believed in the 

doctrine of Jesus and my whole life underwent a sudden 

transformation. Life ceased to be evil. Instead of death and 
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despair, I tasted joy and happiness that death could not take 

away.” 

(source unknown) 

 

We can only explain that in terms of a living Christ who can 

change the life. 

 

Now having said that, let’s just pick up at verse 20.  

 

v. 20 But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the 

first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

 

“But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits 

of those who have fallen asleep.” 

 

He makes a declaration. He says, “I’ve been playing WHAT IF 

long enough, but I want to tell you, Christ has risen from the 

dead.”  

 

And then he says something kind of strange there. He says, 

“the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.” 

 

Now Horace Bushnell said that: 

 

“The resurrection of Jesus Christ is absolutely the best 

attested fact in ancient history.” 

(source unknown) 

 

So he’s saying it, he’s declaring it, it’s real, it happened, we’ve 

had a bodily Resurrection of Jesus Christ, defeating physical 
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death by being raised again on that third day. 

 

Now, what we’ve done in this particular passage is we have 

several KEY STATEMENTS.  

 

KEY STATEMENT #1 is right here in verse 20: 

 

“Christ has been raised from the dead, [He’s] the first fruits of 

those who have fallen asleep.” 

 

What does the term “first fruits” mean?—Because we see that 

a lot in the Bible.  

 

Back in the book of Leviticus 23 “first fruits” was an act of 

feasting in bringing the first fruits of their harvest. If a farmer 

got ready to have a harvest, he would always bring some first 

fruits of the harvest to the temple and offer that as a sacrifice. 

And he would say, “This is a guarantee that there is a harvest 

that’s going to come. And the harvest is going to be like the 

first fruits, so this is what I’m bringing in anticipation of a 

pledge of more to come.” (see Leviticus 23:9-11) 

 

Now what does that mean to us, if Jesus Christ is risen from 

the dead—and He is—what does that mean to us if we’re 

Christians? 

 

He’s only the “first fruits” and there’s a harvest to come. And 

we as believers are guaranteed, because of our relationship to 

the “first fruits,” also of being “raised from the dead.”  
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That song is right. Because He lives we too shall live. 

 

Remember that experience in John 11 when Lazarus died and 

Martha, she just is so aggravated? Jesus has waited for four 

days and Martha doesn’t even let Him get into town, she goes 

blowing out to meet Him. And her first accusation to Him is, 

“If you’d been here my brother would not have died.”  

 

Remember what Jesus says to her? After speaking to her for a 

minute He says: 

 

John 11:25 

 

“I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me 

shall live even if he die.” 

 

A guarantee of the Resurrection, because Jesus Christ has 

risen from the dead. Just like the farmer brings his “first 

fruit” as an acknowledgement of God’s faithfulness, he makes 

it an offering of “first fruit” with the guarantee of more to 

follow of the same kind.  

 

So we have the guarantee that we’re going to have a body 

similar to His. We indeed are going to be “raised from the 

dead.” 

 

German theologian Erich Sauer wrote The Triumph of the 

Crucified and The Dawn of World Redemption. But he also 

wrote another book called The King of the Earth, speaking of 

the nobility of man. And in one of those works he says this 
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about the Resurrection: 

 

“The present age is Easter time. It begins with the 

resurrection of the Redeemer and it ends with the resurrection 

of the redeemed. Between lies the spiritual resurrection of 

those called into life through Christ. So we live between two 

Easters, and in the power of the first Easter we go to meet the 

last Easter.” 

(source unknown) 

 

The Resurrection is on both ends of the thing—so he says 

“Christ has been risen from the dead.” 

 

v. 21 For since by a man came death, by a man also 

came the resurrection of the dead.  

 

“For since by a man came death, by a man also came the 

resurrection of the dead.” 

 

Now what does he mean when he says “by a man came 

death”? 

 

Well, we got a clue for that in: 

 

Romans 5:12 

 

Wherefore, as by one man, sin entered into the world, and 

death by sin, and so death passed upon all men. 

 

The man he’s referring to is Adam. And Adam introduced 
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death to the human race. And we see it in verse 22. 

 

v. 22 For as in Adam all are dying, so also in Christ all 

shall be made alive.  

 

“As in Adam all are dying, so also in Christ all shall be made 

alive.” 

 

Now, what that does for us is it divides humanity into two 

parts. There’s no third part. We can’t say that we’re 

somewhere in between.  

 

1. We either are a Christian and we’re identified with LIFE 

or  

 

2. We’re not and we’re identified with Adam, which is 

DEATH. And if we died today, we would perish eternally. We 

would not have eternal life.  

 

There are so many people who really don’t know whether they 

are or not. And if they don’t know whether they are or not, 

they probably aren’t. We certainly know whether we’re 

married or not. We know we’ve entered into a relationship and 

that relationship we know full well whether we are or not. 

 

And the same thing is true in our relationship to Christ. If we 

are, we know it. And if we are, we’ve had company with Him 

today. And if we haven’t had company with Him today, we 

probably are going through a bunch of motions and we 

probably aren’t. Either that or we’re out of fellowship with 
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Him. 

 

Paul, earlier in this letter, said it’s possible to believe in vain. 

And there are a lot of people like that today who go through 

this easy belief-ism business. It’s just like, “Oh I’ll believe in 

Him. Oh yep, I believe in Jesus. Everything’s fine. But I can 

sleep with my neighbor’s wife and I can do all of this and I 

believe in Jesus. Everything’s fine.” But it’s never affected a 

personal life or done anything to the individual to change 

them. 

 

That’s believing in vain. That is going through a lot of 

emotions. And Jesus said that and warned of that in Matthew 

5. 

 

Matthew 7:22-23 

 

Many will say unto Me in that day, “Lord, Lord, haven’t we 

done many wonderful things?” And I’ll say “Depart from Me. I 

never knew you, you workers of iniquity.” 

 

So there’s no third place here. We’re either over here in Adam 

where we were born because we’ve not come into relationship 

with Christ yet, or we’re over here with Jesus Christ because 

we have been born again of the Spirit of God and we were 

taken out of Adam and we were placed into Jesus Christ. 

 

That’s the thesis of that whole book, God Wants a 

Relationship and Not a Performance. It’s coming into that 

relationship that is critical. And so he mentions that here 
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when he talks about life and death. 

 

Now we come to some good stuff.  

 

v. 23 But each one in his own rank (order): Christ the 

first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His 

coming.  

 

“But each one in his own rank (or order): Christ the first 

fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming.” 

 

Okay what does he mean when he says, “each one in his own 

rank”?  

 

He has a military picture in his mind. And he has this large 

group of individuals here. They come marching by. Then we 

have the next bunch of troops, and they come marching by. 

And then the next big wave of humanity marching by. 

 

So what he’s saying is, Christ was the “first fruits.” Then after 

Christ there are going to be TWO MAJOR 

RESURRECTIONS. There’s going to be: 

 

1. the resurrection of the JUST and 

 

2. the resurrection of the UNJUST. 

 

Now let’s talk about that for just a minute. What he’s talking 

about here is the resurrection of the JUST, or the 

RIGHTEOUS—people who’ve become Christians. 
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How can we expect to be resurrected? And what’s going to 

happen to us as believers as far as the resurrection program is 

concerned?  

 

We already have the “first fruits” behind us. Jesus has been 

raised from the dead. That’s a guarantee of a harvest—we are 

the harvest. 

 

What can we look forward to, as far as resurrection is 

concerned? 

 

In the resurrection of the JUST—the RIGHTEOUS—there are 

either THREE or FOUR STAGES, depending upon how we 

treat the Resurrection of Christ. 

 

If we say the Resurrection of Jesus, who is the “first fruits,” is 

STAGE #1, then we have three more that follow. If we put 

Christ up here as already the “first fruits,” then we still have 

three stages yet to come. Let’s talk about those three stages 

for just a second. 

 

What is STAGE #1, the resurrection of the righteous? 

 

Stage #1 could happen today whether we believe it or not. 

There is nothing in the prophetic scripture to stop stage #1.  

 

Stage #1 on the prophetic clock is the beginning of everything 

that brings us to an end, as far as eternity is concerned and 

life here. 
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The RESURRECTION OF THE RIGHTEOUS is described in 

1 Thessalonians 4: 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 

 

The Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with 

the voice of the archangel, with the trumpet of God; and the 

dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we which are alive and 

remain shall be caught up together with Him in the clouds to 

meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be with the 

Lord… 

 

That is STAGE #1 of the resurrection, and that dear friends 

could happen today. The same Jesus that stood in the 

graveyard and said, “Lazarus come forth,” is the One who’s 

going to shout and all the dead in Christ are going to rise.  

 

We can thank God that He said “Lazarus come forth,” because 

if He’d have said “Come forth” He’d have emptied the whole 

graveyard. We would have had everybody raised 

instantaneously, but He only chose to raise one at that time. 

And that was not a real resurrection. It was a resuscitation. 

Because he went back and died again and his resurrection is 

still yet future. 

 

This is going to happen. And in a moment, in a twinkling of an 

eye, as we’re going to see in the latter part of chapter 15—it’s 

all going to happen quickly. The mortal is going to put on 

immortality. We’re going to be caught up in His presence. 
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And that is the very first prophetic event that’s going to 

happen to start things toward the conclusion, so we can look 

forward to that. And there’s nothing standing in the way of it 

right now. 

 

Stage #2—as soon as the believers are gone, we issue into a 

period in the Bible called the GREAT TRIBULATION. 

 

Now that’s described in Revelation 6-19. It’s a horrendous 

time of economic upheaval on the earth and it’s 7 years long.  

 

There is a world leader—both religious and economically. It is 

a world government.  

 

After those 7 years, and during those 7 years, a lot of people 

become Christians. There are a lot of people who are going to 

be left here that are going to listen to our messages and read 

our Bibles and our books and they’re going to become 

Christians. But it’s very unpopular to be a Christian at that 

time and most of those people are going to be martyred. And 

therefore there will be a resurrection at the end of that 7 year 

period of the tribulation saints. 

 

There will probably be a massive number of people who will 

turn to Christ. Probably equal to much of what we’ve 

experienced in the church. So it’s no small group that’s going 

to be resurrected at the end of the tribulation period. 

 

STAGE #3—all the Old Testament saints are going to be 
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raised because we’re getting ready to go into the Kingdom, 

and Christ is going to rule and reign for a 1,000 years.  

 

So we have THREE GROUPS: 

 

1. We have the CHURCH, the body of Christ, all these 

believers. 

 

2. Then we have the TRIBULATION SAINTS. 

 

3. And then the OLD TESTAMENT SAINTS who are raised. 

 

Now with those three groups, they then go into the Kingdom.  

 

What is the RESURRECTION OF THE UNJUST? 

 

The RESURRECTION OF THE UNJUST comes at the end of 

that 1,000 year reign of Christ just before eternity. It’s called 

the GWT—the Great White Throne Judgment. 

 

It’s described in Revelation 20:11-15 and it’s a sad picture. 

Everybody is judged according to his works and it’s universal 

condemnation as a result of it. And it’s a very sad, sad picture, 

but that’s the other resurrection. It’s those who have refused 

to come to know Jesus Christ. They’ve continued to stay and 

to live in Adam rather than to turn to Jesus Christ. 

 

So that’s what he means: 

 

“But each one in his own rank (or order): Christ the first 
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fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming.” 

 

Now let’s kind of hasten on to these other verses—verse 24. 

 

v. 24 Then comes the end, when He is delivering up the 

kingdom to the God and Father, when He has 

abolished all rule and all authority and power.  

 

“Then comes the end, when He is delivering up the kingdom to 

the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all 

authority and power.” 

 

What does “Then comes the end” mean? 

 

He mentions “kingdom,” so following that comes the 

“kingdom.” At the end of the “kingdom,” Jesus Christ 

surrendered all this to God the Father and we issue into 

eternity.  

 

It comes to the end, He delivers the kingdom up.  

 

v. 25 For it is a necessity for Him to be ruling until He 

has put all His enemies under His feet.  

 

“For it is a necessity for Him to be ruling until He has put all 

His enemies under His feet.” 

 

Why?  

 

Psalm 110 tells us that Christ is going to rule until all the 
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enemies are put under His feet. He is going to be the supreme 

authority in all of this and so He’s going to rule that long. 

 

Remember that great passage in Philippians 2:9 when it says: 

“every knee shall bow…and every tongue shall confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (see 

Philippians 2:9-11) 

 

That great old hymn “Man of Sorrows” fits well here: 

 

When He comes, our glorious King, 

All His ransomed home to bring, 

Then anew this song we’ll sing; 

Hallelujah! What a Saviour! 

(source unknown) 

 

Every knee will bow, every tongue will confess. All the 

enemies are put beneath “His feet.” 

 

v. 26 The last enemy that is being abolished is death.  

 

“The last enemy that is being abolished is death.” 

 

Now that’s KEY STATEMENT #2. 

 

KEY STATEMENT #1 was verse 20: 

 

“Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those 

who have fallen asleep.” 
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Now the second one is here in verse 26: 

 

“The last enemy that is being abolished is death.” 

 

Oh, isn’t that exciting? The thing we hate the most is death, 

isn’t it? We have that gnawing fear inside that we’re getting 

closer and closer to it. Naturally we don’t know what it’s going 

to be like. We don’t know what’s going to be out there on the 

other side and so we have those apprehensions. It’s just more 

of a fear of an unknown rather than a fear of unbelief in that 

it won’t be alright. 

 

Revelation 21:4 

 

“He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. There will be 

no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order 

of things has passed away.” 

 

And then there are two great verses: 

 

Hebrews 2:14, 15 

 

Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their 

humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who 

holds the power of death—that is, the devil—and free those 

who all their lives were in slavery to the fear of death. 

 

We’ve been liberated. Jesus Christ will rule and reign and the 

final enemy to be defeated is death. 
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v. 27 For all things He put in subjection under His feet. 

But when He says that all things He has put in 

subjection, it is clear that He is excluded who put 

all things in subjection to Him.  

 

“For all things He put in subjection under His feet. But when 

He says that all things He has put in subjection, it is clear 

that He excluded who put all things in subjection to Him.” 

 

This is the TRINITY talking here. This is God the Father and 

God the Son.  

 

Listen to the way that verse reads in the International 

Critical Commentary: 

 

For God has put all things, death included, in subjection 

under Christ’s feet. (Now, when it is said that all things have 

been put in subjection to Christ, it is obvious that God, who 

put them [there] in subjection, is not included.) 

(source unknown) 

 

In other words, the Father is exempt from this “subjection.” 

He’s the only One that is excluded from this universal 

“subjection” to the Son. 

 

v. 28 And when all things are subjected to Him, then the 

Son Himself also will be subjected to the One who 

subjected all things to Him, in order that God may 

be all in all.  
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“And when all things are subjected to Him, then the Son 

Himself also will be subjected to the One who subjected all 

things to Him,”—in other words the Father—“in order that 

God may be all in all.” 

 

Now when we come to the end of the twenty-eighth verse, it’s 

kind of weird. Paul jumps back and he picks up the argument 

that he left off in the “WHAT IF” game back in verse 19.  

 

So from verses 20-28 he’s following this train of argument 

about the resurrection and how it involves us and the part 

we’re going to play in it in the future. But when we get to 

verse 29, he changes it. 

 

We have come to the most difficult verse in the New 

Testament.  

 

There is no verse that is harder to explain and to interpret 

than 1 Corinthians 15:29. There is none—bar none. 

 

There are THIRTY VALID INTERPRETATIONS of this verse.  

 

We’re going to take a real good look and we have all the 

freedom in the world to disagree or to decide what we want to 

believe.  

 

v. 29 Otherwise, what will those do who are being 

baptized for the dead? If the dead are not being 

raised at all, why then are they being baptized for 

them?  
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“Otherwise, what will those do who are being baptized for the 

dead? If the dead are not being raised at all, why then are 

they being baptized for them?” 

 

What does it mean to be “baptized for the dead”?  

 

The Mormons will tell us immediately that to be “baptized for 

the dead” would mean that’s something we can do to affect 

somebody’s eternal destiny. In other words, it can be a 

situation where we actually are baptized for someone. 

 

Now scripturally we can’t say that. Baptism is placed in too 

high a place when it in fact affects one’s eternal destiny. 

Baptism is an ordinance which expresses what happened in 

our lives and it is our testimony of what God has done. 

 

But why does he then say: 

 

“Otherwise, what will those do who are being baptized for the 

dead?” 

 

Why are they doing that?  

 

Others have said, “Well that’s baptism by PROXY.” Some of 

these people have died after they became Christians and they 

didn’t get a chance to be baptized so people who are still living 

get baptized for them by proxy so that it can be applied to 

them. We don’t have any scriptural teaching that would verify 

that.  
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Now there’s one thought that really brings peace. When we 

get to something tough like this, we see through a glass darkly 

but then we’re going to know, we’re going to know in part but 

then we’re going to know even as we’re known. So let’s be 

patient and loving with one another since we’re traveling in 

kind of a difficult area. 

 

This means that when a person dies as a believer, someone 

else needs to come along and fill in the ranks. That empty 

chair in Bible study needs to be filled by somebody else who 

becomes a Christian and who wants to serve the Lord.  

 

The church of Jesus Christ is really in big trouble if we don’t 

start filling the shoes of a few of these giants who are dying 

and going home to be with the Lord. We have been blessed 

with some phenomenal leadership in the church, the body of 

Christ, and we better be looking up and trusting God that He’s 

going to fill the shoes of some of these who are being called 

home to be with the Lord—someone else to pick up the 

mantle, to pick up the baton, to carry the load. 

 

And what he’s saying here is it’s time for somebody else to 

enter the ranks, to put on the uniform and to get serious about 

their walk with God. 

 

Harry Ironside in his commentary tells the neatest story. He 

writes about an old gentleman in town who had a profound 

witness for Christ and he died. And Harry Ironside had his 

funeral. And at his funeral, just before the people started 
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marching by to see the body, Harry stopped and he said, “You 

know, I just want to ask all of you today if there’s somebody in 

this room that wants to take the place of our fallen brother.” 

And there was a moment of just awesome silence in the 

funeral parlor. 

 

And finally in the back of the room, a scrapping young guy 

about six foot four stepped to the front and he said, “Sir, I 

want to do that. This is my grandfather and I’m not a believer, 

but I know what he stood for. And right now in the best way I 

know how, I want to invite Jesus Christ into my life and I 

want to go to granddad’s place.” And the next week he 

celebrated the ordinance of baptism and he took granddad’s 

place.  

(source unknown) 

 

That’s what Paul means. 

 

Why do we go through all of that if there’s no resurrection for 

the dead? Why do we keep on pressing on and preaching and 

proclaiming the gospel, if in fact Christ hasn’t risen from the 

dead? 

 

v. 30 Why are we also constantly in danger every hour?  

 

“Why are we also constantly in danger every hour?” 

 

Why do we get so hassled and why do we get people that are 

persecuting us and trying to take our lives if there’s no 

resurrection of the dead?  
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v. 31 I am facing death every day, by my glorying over 

you, brethren, which I am having in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.  

 

“I am facing death every day,”—Paul says—“by my glorying 

over you, brethren, which I am having in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.” 

 

“I talk about You everywhere. And I get into all kinds of 

trouble because I’m proclaiming what’s happened in your life 

and people don’t believe that and they persecute and make it 

tough.” 

 

v. 32 If from human motives I fought with wild beasts at 

Ephesus, what does it profit me? If the dead are not 

being raised, let us eat and let us drink, for 

tomorrow we are dying.  

 

“If from human motives I fought with wild beasts at Ephesus, 

what does it profit me? If the dead are not being raised, let us 

eat and let us drink, for tomorrow we are dying.” 

 

Let’s go ahead and have a party! There’s no sense in going 

through a bunch of motions if Christ hasn’t been risen from 

the dead. 

 

Okay, there’s this troublesome statement in verse 32. It says: 

 

“If from human motives I fought with the wild beasts at 
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Ephesus.” 

 

We don’t have any reference to that. What does it mean he 

“fought with the wild beasts at Ephesus”?  

 

Well in Acts 19 they had such a riot in Ephesus over the 

silversmiths rioting that Paul could have been torn to pieces. 

They went down into the amphitheater and they had a 

horrendous riot and he could have lost his life in the process of 

all of that. And he’s most likely referring to that. 

 

People were acting like wild beasts and he was fearful for his 

life. They wouldn’t even let him go down into the arena 

because they were scared for him. 

 

And he says, okay why go through all that? Why don’t we just 

do like everybody else?  

 

“Let’s eat, let’s drink, for tomorrow we’re dying.” 

 

There’s really no meaning to life. 

 

This is KEY STATEMENT #3: 

 

“If the dead are not raised”—let’s really have a party. Let’s 

just follow where life leads and enjoy the pleasures of life and 

really live it up. 

 

In Time Magazine there was an article about Donald Trump 

as he gave his own story of the motivation of all that he’s 
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accomplished? He said: 

 

 “I love quality, … but I don’t believe in paying top price 

for quality.” 

 

 “I don’t think anything scares me … My general attitude 

is to attack life.” 

 

 “Hey, life is life. We’re here for a short time. When we’re 

gone, most people don’t care … about it.” 

 

 “I like to do business,” he says. “Work is the pleasure of 

my life.” 

 

 Asked what he would prefer as an evening’s 

entertainment, Trump bluntly says, “Staying home.” To curl 

up with a good book? 

 

(“Flashy Symbol of Acquisitive Age.” Time Magazine, 16 Jan. 

1989: 48-54.) 

 

A man who has it all together, huh? He says, “We’re going to 

live and we’re just here for a little while, and when we die 

nobody cares.” That’s a fabulous philosophy. 

 

And yet there are people all around us living like that, aren’t 

they?  

 

“eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow we die.” 
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This came from George Orwell’s essays.  

 

(Dancing with Broken Bones: Blessed are the Broken in Spirit, 

For God Can Make Them Whole by David Swartz) 

 

He describes a wasp that was eating jam on his plate and he 

took his knife and beheaded the wasp. And then observed the 

wasp continuing to suck the jam on his plate not knowing 

what had happened to him and a tiny stream of jam was 

coming out the severed esophagus. And he says, as it trickled, 

it was only when he tried to fly away that he did grasp the 

dreadful thing that had happened to him. 

p. 89 (paraphrased) 

 

We think of: 

 

Luke 12:19, 20 

 

I will say to my soul, “Soul, thou has much goods laid up for 

many years; take thine ease, eat, drink and be merry.” But 

God said unto him, “Thou fool! This night thy soul shall be 

required of thee; and who shall those things be which you 

have been able to provide?” 

 

If Christ isn’t risen from the dead, then we have an excuse to 

do that. But if He has risen from the dead, we’re going to be 

held accountable for the way we live and whether or not we 

have a relationship with Him. And He’s alive! 
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v. 33 Stop being led astray: “Bad company is corrupting 

good morals.”  

 

“Stop being led astray: ‘Bad company is corrupting good 

morals.”’ 

 

Now here are three different translations, or paraphrases that 

amplify this verse. 

 

Phillips says this: 

 

Don’t let yourselves be deceived. Talking about things that are 

not true is bound to be reflected in practical conduct. 

(source unknown) 

 

The Living Bible says: 

 

Don’t be fooled by those who say such things. If you listen to 

them you will start acting like them. 

(source unknown) 

 

Then The International Critical Commentary says: 

 

Do not make the serious mistake of supposing there is no risk 

in being friendly to these views and to those who advocate 

them. “Fair characters are marred by foul companionships.” 

(source unknown) 

 

What is it? 
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Psalm 1:1, 2 

 

Blessed is the man 

that walks not in the counsel of the wicked 

nor stands in the way of sinners 

[In other words he doesn’t play around with that.] 

or sit in the seat of mockers. 

But his delight is in the law of the Lord, … 

 

This is the individual who has it together. 

 

This is KEY STATEMENT #4 in the passage. 

 

And then the final one, KEY STATEMENT #5, is our last 

verse. 

 

v. 34 Come to your senses as you ought, and stop 

sinning; for some are having no knowledge of God. I 

am saying this to your shame.  

 

“Come to your senses as you ought, and stop sinning; for some 

are having no knowledge of God. I am saying this to your 

shame.” 

 

Where do we have the little phrase, “Come to your senses”? 

 

Remember in the story of the Prodigal Son? When he’s sitting 

in the pig pen there’s a little phrase: 

 

“he came to his senses.” 
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And he says: 

 

“How many servants of my father have more bread to eat, and 

I am perishing here with hunger? I will arise and go to my 

father…” (see Luke 15:17-24) 

 

He says, “Come to your senses.” 

 

“You’re not thinking straight, you’re not thinking right—‘and 

stop sinning’—get your life right with the living Christ.” 

 

And as a result, experience the joy of being changed by Him. 

 

Going back over those verses, there were a number of things 

that stood out. But let’s go over the key verses one more time. 

 

1. verse 20—“Christ has been raised from the dead, the first 

fruits of those who have fallen asleep.” 

 

2. verse 26—“the last enemy that is being abolished is 

death.” 

 

3. verse 32—“if the dead are not being raised, let us eat, let 

us drink, for tomorrow we are dying.” 

 

Key statement #4: 

 

4. verse 33—“stop being led astray: ‘bad company is 

corrupting good morals.’” 
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5. verse 34—“come to your senses as you ought, and stop 

sinning; for some are having no knowledge of God. I am saying 

this to your shame.” 

 

In the little book Dancing with Broken Bones, David Swartz 

says this: 

 

(Dancing with Broken Bones: Blessed are the Broken in Spirit 

for God Can Make Them Whole by David Swartz) 

 

You can only regain the joy of knowing God [if you’re willing to 

acknowledge the sin.] 

p. 72 (paraphrased) 

 

Psalm 51:10, 12 

 

Create in me a clean heart in me, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

 

Restore to me the joy of my salvation… 

 

(Dancing with Broken Bones: Blessed are the Broken in Spirit 

for God Can Make Them Whole by David Swartz) 

 

Whatever it takes to get closer to You, Lord, 

 that’s what [I’m] willing to do. 

For whatever it takes to be more like You, 

 that’s what [I’m] willing to do. 

I’ll trade sunshine for rain, comfort for pain, 
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 that’s what I’ll be willing to do. 

Whatever it takes for my will to break, 

 that’s what [I’m] willing to do. 

pp. 72-73 

 

Are we? Have we really dealt with the whole issue of the 

Resurrection of Jesus Christ and the ramifications as far as 

we’re concerned as an individual? 

 

Here are the lessons that come out of our passage. 

 

Lesson #1: Christ’s resurrection as the “first fruits” is a 

guarantee of our own. 

 

Lesson #2: Death came by Adam and life by Jesus Christ. 

 

Lesson #3: “The dead in Christ will be raised first, then we 

which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 

them in the clouds.” (ref. 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18) 

Lesson #4: “The last enemy that is going to be abolished is 

death.” 

 

Christ has already conquered it, but it’s going to be done away 

with in the resurrection that’s yet to take place and the 

coming Kingdom. 

 

Lesson #5: The body of Christ is in constant need of 

replacements. 

 

People who will take the place of those who’ve gone to be with 
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the Lord. 

 

Lesson #6: Have you put on your uniform and have you 

entered the ranks? 

Are you a real good soldier of Jesus Christ? Fighting a good 

fight, growing in Him and getting to know Him better?  

 

Lesson #7: Are you living for pleasure or for the Person of 

Christ? 

 

The choice is ours. 

 

What is the most important priority? 

 

Lesson #8: When you hang around with the wrong crowd, you 

are going to get into trouble. 

 

 Lesson #9: It’s time to come to our senses before it is too late. 

 

T. W. Wilson was on the Billy Graham Crusade team for over 

30 years. He has written a book called The Key to Lasting Joy. 

And in the book he tells a very fascinating story, and with this 

we close. 

 

(The Key to Lasting Joy by T. W. Wilson) 

 

 Pastor and author Stephen Brown tells of talking with the 

crew of a television talk show after he had been [on the show 

as a] guest. The director of the show was very intense in his 

questioning and continued talking to Brown after [everybody] 
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else had left. 

 Finally Brown realized  he needed to leave in order to be 

on time for another appointment and said to the young man, 

“I have to leave, but let me write down on the back of my card 

the names of three or four books you ought to read. Read them 

and then let’s get together for lunch and discuss them.” He 

handed him the card and moved toward the door. 

 The director called after Brown, “Reverend, I don’t believe 

I will read these books.” 

 Brown turned to him and [he] said, “What do you mean, 

you won’t read the books? You were the one asking the 

questions, and [these] books might provide some of the 

answers.” 

 With unusual honesty the young man replied, “If I read 

these books, I might find that all the things you have been 

saying to me are true. If they are true, then I’m going to have 

to change some of the things in my life, and I don’t want to 

change.” 

pp. 56-57  

 

Shocking? But that’s the choice that so many make. 

 

We just don’t want to go through the hassle of changing.  

 

If we have named the name of Christ as a believer, and we’re 

talking about that in our relationship to Him, may God deal 

with us. And He will—in a very severe way, to get our 

attention—if we’re naming the name of Christ and we have on 

the uniform and yet we’re not really willing to be obedient and 

be submissive to His Word. He has a way of getting our 
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attention in that regard and shaping us up as believers, and 

it’s really not very pretty. 

 

We can escape all that by expressing Him, a joyful heart of 

submissive worship, wanting to do whatever the living Christ 

would want us to do. 

 

Father, thank You for 1 Corinthians 15. Thank You that Paul 

can make it so clear that there is the Resurrection of Jesus 

Christ as a historical fact. And because He’s the first fruits, 

we’re part of the harvest to follow. We pray Father we would 

lift hearts of gratitude and thanksgiving, that death has been 

conquered by the death and the resurrection of the Lord 

Jesus. And Father, if there’s somebody who has not really 

come to know You in a personal way, that Your Spirit would 

really speak to them and they would come to that moment of 

personal decision, and the joy of discovery in allowing Christ 

to become their Savior. For it’s in the Savior’s name we pray. 

Amen.  

 

  

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



39 

 

A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS: 

 

Running to Win 

 

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You” 

 

 

STUDY NUMBER TWENTY-TWO – 1 CORINTHIANS 15:20-34 

 

            NOTES 
v. 20 But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits 

of those who have fallen asleep. 

v. 21 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the 

resurrection of the dead. 

v. 22 For as in Adam all are dying, so also in Christ all shall be 

made alive. 

v. 23 But each one in his own rank (order): Christ the first fruits, 

after that those who are Christ’s at His coming.  

v. 24 Then comes the end, when He is delivering up the kingdom to 

the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all 

authority and power. 

v. 25 For it is a necessity for Him to be ruling until He has put all 

His enemies under His feet. 

v. 26 The last enemy that is being abolished is death.  

v. 27 For all things He put in subjection under His feet. But when 

He says that all things He has put in subjection, it is clear that He 

is excluded who put all things in subjection to Him. 

v. 28 And when all things are subjected to Him, then the Son 

Himself also will be subjected to the One who subjected all things 

to Him, in order that God may be all in all.  

v. 29 Otherwise, what will those do who are being baptized for the 

dead? If the dead are not being raised at all, why then are they 

being baptized for them? 

v. 30 Why are we also constantly in danger every hour? 

v. 31 I am facing death every day, by my glorying over you, 

brethren, which I am having in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
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            NOTES 
v. 32 If from human motives I fought with wild beasts at Ephesus, 

what does it profit me? If the dead are not being raised, let us eat 

and let us drink, for tomorrow we are dying. 

v. 33 Stop being led astray: “Bad company is corrupting good 

morals.” 

v. 34 Come to your senses as you ought, and stop sinning; for some 

are having no knowledge of God. I am saying this to your shame. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read 1 Corinthians 15:20-34 and in your own words pull 

out the main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What does Paul say about death and resurrection in  

verse 21? 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the difference of being in Adam or being in Christ, 

according to verse 22? 
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4. What happens when the end comes, according to verse 24? 

 

 

 

 

5. What is the last enemy to be abolished, according to  

verse 26? 

 

 

 

 

6. What does Paul say we might as well do if there is no 

resurrection, according to verse 32? 

 

 

 

 

7. State the proverb that is given in verse 33. 

 

 

 

 

8. What does Paul command them to do in verse 34? 
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9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: Christ’s resurrection as the “first fruits” is a 

guarantee of our resurrection. 

 

LESSON #2: Death came by Adam and life by Jesus Christ. 

 

LESSON #3: “The dead in Christ will be raised first, then we 

which are alive and remain shall be caught up together 

with them in the clouds.” 

 

LESSON #4: “The last enemy that is being abolished is 

death.” 
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LESSON #5: The body of Christ is in constant need of 

replacements. 

 

LESSON #6: Have you put on your uniform and entered the 

ranks? 

 

LESSON #7: Are you living for pleasure or for the Person of 

Christ? 

 

LESSON #8: When you hang around with the wrong crowd, 

you are going to get into trouble. 

 

LESSON #9: It is time to come to our senses before it is too 

late. 
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