A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:
Running to Win

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

Study Number Twenty-Four — 1 Corinthians 16:1-24

We’ve made i1t to the end of 1 Corinthians. Paul is writing to a
problem-plagued church.

Some writers take chapter 1:9 and tie it into chapter 15:58,
which 1s the last verse in chapter 15.

1 Corinthians 1:9

God 1s faithful...we have been called into fellowship with His
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

And then 15:58 says:

1 Corinthians 15:58

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord...

And from chapter 1:10 to chapter 15:57 are problems. Paul is
writing from a list, dealing with the difficulties in the church
at Corinth. We discovered they're living by the wisdom of the
world rather than the wisdom of God. They’re immature in
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their faith—they have not grown. There’s immorality in the
congregation. They’re going to Law courts with each other.
They're fighting over meat offered to 1dols. They don’t know
what a real commitment to Christ really i1s. There are those
who have real serious concerns about the Lord’s Supper
because some are getting drunk there at the Lord’s Table.

And there are some real problems and we've waded through
one of the big problems and that was their wrong
understanding of spiritual gifts—chapters 12, 13 and 14.

In chapter 15 the thing that he addresses is the whole
doctrine of the Resurrection from the dead. There were those
who believe, first of all, that Jesus didn’t rise from the dead.
And so, remember, he gives the list of appearances of Christ
verifying the fact that He rose from the dead.

Then there are those who don’t really understand how all this
1s going to happen. What kind of body are we going to have?
And how’s i1t going to be? Paul addresses that.

Then he concludes that majestic chapter with that challenge
to be “steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of

the Lord, for as much your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”
(ref. 1 Corinthians 15:58)

Now there’s one more thing that he has to speak about, and he
always saves the best until last. He’s writing from a list and
that list has one final item on 1t. And that is he needs to speak
to them about the offering. He needs to talk to them about
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money, and so he saves that until the last.

Ray Stedman says:

There are three practical things in this chapter:
1. how to give,

2.  how to plan your schedule, and

3. how to work with others.
(source unknown)

And those three things are going to kind of come to the surface
1n these verses that we’re going to look at.

Now let’s go over the OUTLINE for our study.

I. The Collection for the Saints—verses 1-4

II. Paul’s Desire to Visit Them—verses 5-9

III. The Mission of Timothy—verses 10-12

IV. The Exhortation to Steadfastness and Love—verses 13-14
And that’s the heart of the chapter.

V. The Directions Concerning Attitude to the Teachers—

What’s our attitude supposed to be toward the teachers?—
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verses 15-18

VI. The Salutation or the Final Greeting—verses 19-24
Let’s pick up with:

I. The Collection for the Saints—verses 1-4.

And get that behind us.

Someone said:

“Paul came out of the heavenlies talking about the
resurrection in chapter 15, to the mundane things of money in
chapter 16.”

(source unknown)

v. 1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I
directed the churches of Galatia, so do you also.

“Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the
churches of Galatia, so do you also.”

Now there’s a little bit of background we need here to
understand what’s going on. Paul had a vision on his second
missionary journey when he was in the city of Troas. And this
vision was of a man from Macedonia saying, “Come over and
help us.” So he and Timothy and Dr. Luke got in the boat and
they set sail, 90 miles north to Neapolis. They got out of the
boat and ended up establishing a church in Philippi.

4



They were driven out of Philippi and they went about 50 miles
away to Thessalonica, and there they started another church.
But they were persecuted and driven out of that town, so they
went to Berea.

When they got to Berea they found a real favorable response
from everybody. They were just eager to study the Scriptures.
But that same group that stirred up the trouble in
Thessalonica made 1t to Berea and so Paul, because of the
enthusiasm of the people there, left Timothy and Silas there
while he took a 250 mile trip by himself south to Athens. He
preaches on Mars Hill, as we see in Acts 17, and then 1in Acts
18 he’s 40 miles away to the city of Corinth.

When he gets to Corinth he meets a displaced couple who had
been driven out by the persecution of the Christians in Rome
by the name of Aquila and Priscilla. And they set up the
P.A.P. Tent Company—Paul, Aquila and Priscilla—and they
start building tents to support themselves. And then they
start the church in Corinth.

When Paul leaves Corinth—by the way, Silas and Timothy
come down and join them finally. When Paul leaves there he
goes to Ephesus. But when he leaves Ephesus, he doesn’t stay
there and have any ministry. But Aquila and Priscilla stay
there and he takes a long-shot back to Antioch and that’s the
end of the second missionary journey.

There at the beginning of the third journey, he comes over
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land through Asia Minor and he drops down into Ephesus.
And that’s where he spends three years of his ministry.

During that time, Paul saw a tremendous economic crisis take
place in Jerusalem. There was horrendous, horrendous
difficulty, poverty and famine. And so he set up what we can
call affectionately the “R.O.T.S. Fund’—the Relief Of The
Saints Fund. And wherever he went, he collected money for
the Jerusalem saints. And he asked these churches if they'd
give to this fund.

Now eventually at the end of the third journey, he takes that
fund that’s been accumulated, along with several reputable
men and they go to Jerusalem to give the money to them. So
that’s what he’s talking about here when he’s talking to them
about “the collection for the saints.” It’s for the poor people in
Jerusalem who are really hurting.

“I directed the churches of Galatia,” you do the same.”
Now the only problem 1s, we could get really distorted about
what he means when he says, “as I directed the churches in

Galatia.”

For instance, 1in 2 Corinthians 8 he talks about the churches in
Macedonia and how they gave:

2 Corinthians 8:1-6

Now, brethren, we are making known to you the grace of God
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which was given in the churches of Macedonia, that in a great
ordeal of affliction, their abundance of joy and their deep
poverty overflowed into the wealth of their liberality. I am
testifying that according to their ability, and beyond their
ability, they gave of their own accord, begging us with much
entreaty for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints.
And not even as we expected, but they gave themselves first tc
the Lord and to us by the will of God. Consequently we urged
Titus...

To go on, of course, and get the funds.

So in Macedonia, they’'d been sacrificial and they had every
excuse for not giving and yet they gave.

What is the principle of giving in the New Testament?

Now there are those today who believe that we're under the
tithe. Now the tithe i1s part of the Law, and we have to deal
with that whole 1ssue.

Don Anderson said:

I personally do not believe that we are under the tithe. And
secondly, I did not have the right to sit here on this stool
tonight and tell you what you ought to give.

Scripturally, in 2 Corinthians 9 Paul says if we want to sow
sparingly, we can sow sparingly. If we want to sow
bountifully, we can sow bountifully. But that’s our own
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personal business.

And then 2 Corinthians 9:7 is the one verse that describes
New Testament giving along with chapter 16:2. If we know
those two verses, we know all we need to know about our
stewardship and our responsibility in giving.

Let’s look at 2 Corinthians 9 for a minute:

2 Corinthians 9:7

Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not
grudgingly or under compulsion; for God is loving a cheerful
giver.

Proverbs 3:9, 10

Honor the Lord with your wealth,

with the first fruits of all of your crops;

then your barns will be filled to overflowing,
and your vats will brim with brand new wine.

So he says give and God 1s going to bless us in the process of
our giving.

Here’s a neat illustration of a gray-haired couple who is
driving along in a big Cadillac and they put a sign up in the
back window which read:

(From Here to Retirement: Planning Now for the Rest of Your
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Life by Paul Freemont Brown)

“Being of sound mind, we spent it all.”
p. 72

That 1is just fabulous.
Calvin Miller in one of his books talks about video religion:

(Becoming: Your Self in the Making by Calvin Miller)

Video religion has found a great many hungry gospel stars
who are piteous evidence of this type. The Reverend Narcissus
[selfishness] of Global Evangelistic Enterprises serves to
1llustrate. There is no egoism so all-consuming as that which
marries Christ to Narcissus. Religious heroes turn every
Sunday into Palm Sunday, as their admirers, sweeping as far
as the satellite dishes may receive them, stand for the
worldwide amen to all they say.

Who can deny they do it for Jesus? It was He to whom
they originally gave their lives. When they first gave
themselves to Jesus, they were nothing and “proud” to admit
1t. But this altruism came only at the beginning. With an
1mposing white marvel headquarters building, it is hard to
stand meekly in the shadow of Jesus. Thus they entered—all
for Christ’s sake, of course—the ... mode. They cried out to
those who attended them: “Sacrifice, and God will bless you.
Deny and enjoy! Health, wealth, Jesus, and joy to all! A big
howdy to all our new listeners on the Micronesia Network!
Keep those cards and letters coming! Write today and receive
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our new Redemption Red Read-the-Bible-Through-in-a-
Decade-Program. And don’t forget our ‘In the Steps of Paul’
cruise. Now from all of us here at the Parousia Palace, may
the God of big deals bless you real good.”

p. 142

That says it, doesn’t 1it? But that’s the stuff that we're
buying—hook, line and sinker.

David Seamands says this:

(Healing Grace by David A. Seamands)

I heard a sermon [the other day] on the New Testament story
of the Rich Young Ruler that was given an incredible
conclusion. [You recall the story of the rich young ruler was
the one who went away sorrowful because the Lord told him to
go sell all that he had.] The televangelist accurately called
him a millionaire, and then commented, “The poor fool! He
didn’t realize it, but if he had only obeyed Jesus and sacrificed
his possessions, Jesus would have made him a billionaire!”

p. 36

And that’s the message that’s coming across time and time
again.

“Money alone has never yet made anyone rich,” someone has
wisely said.

(source unknown)
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GIVING 1s mentioned over 1,000 times 1n the Word of God
and PRAYER and FAITH are only mentioned 500 times each.

So 1t 1s on the heart of God that His people learn to be givers
and good stewards—and faithful in this regard, recognizing
the fact that we’re going to reap what we have sown. But the
choice 1s ours.

Now there are THIRTEEN COMMANDS in the passage as he
wraps it up. He says;

“Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the
churches of Galatia, so do you also.”

Verse 2—now here 1s the next verse.

If we put 2 Corinthians 9:7 and 1 Corinthians 16:2 together,
we have all we need to know about giving.

v. 2 On the first day of every week let each one of you
be putting aside and saving, as he may be
prospered, in order that when I come, then there
may not be any collections.

“On the first day of every week let each one of you be putting
aside and saving, as he may be prospered, in order that when
I come, then there may not be any collections.”

Okay there are several things here. First it says:
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“On the first day of the week.”

With the resurrection, the “first day of the week” became the
day of Christian celebration. That’s when the church met.

John 20:19-20 record that.

Acts 20:7, when Paul came back to Troas and ministered, and
from breaking bread with them, it was on the “first day of the
week.”

Now what does this verse teach us about giving? It teaches us
we're to be GIVING EVERY WEEK. It teaches us that each
one of us must do this. It 1s our responsibility to do this.

Third, we are to put aside as He has prospered us. This means
those people who can’t give very much because they haven’t
been prospered much don’t have to feel guilty. And those
who’ve been blessed and prospered should give a lot and
realize that this is from the Lord.

What we’ve done is we've brought the Law of the Old
Testament into the New Testament and everybody’s supposed
to give 10%. So some hot dog that is a millionaire, he gives
10% and he never even notices it. And some poor widow, she
gives 10% and it nearly kills her. That is not what God
Iintended.

As we are able, so give and don’t feel guilty if we can’t! If
you’re a divorcee and you're barely scraping by, you ought to
12



take it out of the offering plate instead of feeling guilty about
having to put it in there! It’s time for us to do it right and not
make people feel terrible.

So many are taking the Old Testament Law and mixing it
with grace and that is in none of these New Testament
passages on giving.

All it tells us 1s that we’re each to do it, and it’s to be according
to how we have prospered. We do that and it 1s to be planned.
As we purpose 1n our heart.

When we have it all planned and figured out then we don’t
have to feel guilty when we see these little orphans that are
starving to death on the television. We've already decided
where our money’s going and we can’t fit into that one. We
can’t do that and the other, and the Lord leads us to do this
first.

The reason so many of these guys continue on television is
they tell these tear-jerking stories about all this famine and
all of this need in third-world countries. There are some
horrendous needs. But we can’t meet them all! And we have tc
be faithful just to decide and purpose in our hearts what we
can do and then do 1t and be able, with a clear conscience, to
know that we did what we could do and that’s all that God
expects of us—and not for us to allow this to happen. This is
an unpopular concept.

This 1s KEY STATEMENT #1—there’s four of them here.
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“On the first day of every week let each one of you be putting
aside and saving, as he may be prospered,”

Now why does he want that done like this?

PURPOSE CLAUSE:

“In order that when I come, then there may not be any
collections.”

WHY? Paul knows that those people are going to be
intimidated by his presence, and he doesn’t want to have
anything to do with that. He doesn’t want to get up there and
tell them about his great successes and all of his other areas of
ministry and expect them to open up their hearts and be
giving sacrificially because he’s there. He wants the giving to
be done as unto the Lord and he is not going to be greedy and
he’s not going to manipulate people to give by his presence. So
he wants it all taken care of before he ever gets there.

v. 3 And when I arrive, whomever you may approve, I
shall send them with letters to carry your gift to
Jerusalem;

“And when I arrive, whomever you may approve, I shall send
them with letters to carry your gift to Jerusalem;”

In other words, “What we're going to do is when we get it all
collected, then you approve some people and I'll send them.”
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v. 4 and if it is fitting for me to be going also, they will
go with me.

“and 1f 1t 1s fitting for me to be going also, they will go with

b

me.
“We'll all go together to take your generous gift to Jerusalem.”

Let’s distill that in several statements. From those four
verses, we learn that giving 1s a universal practice. We all
must do it. It’s part of our Christian responsibility. No matter
what our income is, we need to learn how to give.

And secondly, it’s a weekly activity.

Thirdly, it’s a personal act—it’s between us and the Lord.
Nobody else has any business in that.

It has a predetermined objective—they’re giving to the
ministry of the saints.

Next it’s a proportionate amount—it’s as you have been
prospered. You proportion that and decide it.

And it’s an unpressured response—Paul doesn’t even want to
be there, to be involved in it. And after it’s given, there should
be a responsible delivery. It ought to be sure that the money
gets to where it 1s needed.
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John Piper has written a book called Desiring God which 1s
the musings of a Christian hedonist. This is a great book. And
when he comes to the whole business of money, he has the
neatest story:

(Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist by John
Piper)

Suppose someone passes empty-handed through the
turnstiles at a big city museum and begins to take the
pictures off the wall and carry them importantly under his
arm. You come up to him and say, “What are you doing?”

He answers, “I'm becoming an art collector.”

“But they’re not really yours,” you say, “and besides, they
won’t let you take any of those out of here. You’ll have to go
out just like you came in.”

But he answers again, “Sure, they’re mine. I've got them
under my arm. People in the halls look at me as an important
dealer. And I don’t bother myself with thoughts about leaving.
Don’t be a kill-joy.”

We would call this man a fool! He 1s out of touch with
reality. So is the person who spends himself to get rich in this
life. We will go out just the way we came 1n.

[And then he adds this:]

Or picture 269 people entering eternity in a plane crash in
the Sea of Japan. Before the crash there is a noted politician,
a millionaire corporate executive, a playboy and his playmate,
a missionary kid on the way back from visiting [his]
grandparents.

After the crash they stand before God utterly stripped of
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credit cards, checkbooks, credit lines, image clothes, how-to-
succeed books, and Hilton reservations. Here are the
politician, the executive, the playboy, and the missionary kid,
all on level ground with nothing, absolutely nothing in their
hands, possessing only what they brought in their hearts. How
absurd and tragic the lover of money will seem on that day—
like a man who spends his whole life collecting train tickets
and in the end 1s so weighed down by the collection he misses
the last train. Don’t spend your precious life trying to get rich,
Paul says, “for we brought nothing into the world and we can
take nothing out of the world.”

p. 156

So we need to get our hearts right about this. And all of us
have a stewardship and a responsibility.

Now we move to a very convicting part.
II. Paul’s Desire to Visit—verses 5-9
Alright, now look how he works.

v. 5 But I shall come to you after I go through
Macedonia, for I am going through Macedonia;

“But I shall come to you after I go through Macedonia, for I
am going through Macedonia;”

Now we know that’s north 250 miles. He’s going to go through
Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea. Then he says, “I'm going to
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come down and I'm going to see y’all.”

v. 6 and perhaps I shall stay with you, or even spend
the winter, in order that you may send me on my
way wherever I may be going.

“and perhaps I shall stay with you, or even spend the winter,
in order that you may send me on my way wherever I may be
going.”

“Hey I might drop by and see you if it’s alright. And if I get
around to it, I'll be dropping in. I might be staying for the
winter but I don’t know when I'm going to be leaving. I reckon
we’ll have a really good time together and you’ll carve out a lot
of time for me while I'm there.”

John 9:4

I must work the works of him that sent me, while 1t 1s day; for
the night is coming when no man can work.

John 4:35

Say not ye, “There are yet four months, and then comes
harvest”? Behold, I say unto you, lift up your eyes and look on
the fields, they are white already to harvest.

Proverbs 3:5, 6

Trust in the Lord with all your heart
18



and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways acknowledge him,
and he will direct your path.

There 1s a balance there and Paul demonstrates that
beautifully. And has there ever been a man who’s gotten more
done in a lifetime than the apostle Paul? By the time we read
all the stuff that he did and the places he went and the things
he accomplished, we can say “Wow! He wears me out just
thinking about it.”

And so it’s not the quantity, it is the quality of one’s work that
1s either going to be gold, silver, precious stones or wood, hay
and stubble at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

v. 7 For I am not wishing to see you now while passing
by on my journey; for I am hoping to remain with

you for some time, if the Lord permits.

“For I am not wishing to see you now while passing by on my
journey;’

“I just don’t want to drop into town and say, 'Hi! Goodbye!”

“for I am hoping to remain with you for some time, if the Lord
permits.”

There’s a KEY PHRASE.

v. 8 But I shall remain in Ephesus until Pentecost;
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“But I shall remain in Ephesus until Pentecost;”
Understand that?

Passover is 50 days before Pentecost. When Pentecost came,
shipping resumed on the Aegean Sea and on the
Mediterranean. Those boats were too light. They shut the
boats down in November and they brought them back in
March—Ilate March, early April—and that’s when shipping
resumed.

So he’s thinking on Pentecost he can get the first boat out of
there and come on down there to see them.

Carole Mayhall in her book Help Lord, My Whole Life Hurts
says:

(Help Lord, My Whole Life Hurts by Carole Mayhall)

I think sometimes the way we pray and the way the Spirit
prays are quite different. We pray, “Lord, get me out of this
mess.” The Lord says, “Let Me in on this mess.” While we are
saying, “Deliver me from this situation,” the Spirit is praying,
“Perfect her in this situation. She needs it for a while longer.”
pp. 145-6

When pain squeezes the breath of joy from me, when
unexplainable trials crowd into my life, I can know for certain
that whatever happens to me has God’s hand on it.
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p. 151

And we need to realize that wherever it’s coming from and
whatever 1t 1s, to do it.

And that brings us to verse 9. There are two or three verses
here in this passage that are just so rich, and this is one of
them.

v. 9 for a wide door for effective service has opened to
me, and there are many adversaries.

“for a wide door for effective service has opened to me, and
there are many adversaries.”

Now what would we say? Let’s say that we have an
opportunity to serve the Lord and we know there’s going to be
a great deal of adversity and difficulties, how would we give
our testimony?

“I want to tell you, we’ve had the call of God to go to the
Amazon. And I want to tell you down there, there are snakes,
there are rebels, there are—oh it’s going to be dangerous! It’s
going to really be tough. But we feel the call of God to go! And
we want you to know we’re going at great apprehension and
oreat cost.”

What does Paul say?

“[I've] got a wide open door for ministry and ‘there are many
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adversaries.”

It’s a foregone conclusion that if we’re having any credible
ministry, we're going to have adversaries. And if we don’t,
we're probably serving the wrong master.

G. Campbell Morgan says it so beautifully:

“If you have no opposition in the place you serve, you're
[probably] serving in the wrong place.”

(source unknown)

Isn’t that great? That just says it all.

That’s KEY STATEMENT #2

“a wide door for [your] effective service has opened to me, and
there are many adversaries.”

Life 1s not a bed of roses. And if we’re doing anything credible,
we can plan on having adversity.

One writer put it this way—he uses “Murphy’s Laws” with a
little twist:

(From Here to Retirement: Planning Now for the Rest of Your
Life by Paul Freemont Brown)

e Nothing is as easy as it looks; everything takes longer
than you think; if anything can go wrong it will, and at
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the worst possible time.

e The other lines always move faster.

e The chance of the bread falling with the peanut butter-
and-jelly side down 1s directly proportional to the cost of
the carpet.

e [What] hits the fan will [never] be [distributed evenly.]

e The light at the end of the tunnel is the headlamp of an
oncoming train.

e If you're feeling good, don’t worry. You’ll get over it.
pp. 94-95

That’s 1t! Just count on it. It’s there.

David Swartz, writing on Psalm 51 and the life of David,
quotes from Martin Luther:

(Dancing with Broken Bones: Blessed are the Broken in Spirit:

for God Can Make Them whole by David Swartz)

Martin Luther said, “Ah! Affliction [it] 1s the best book in my
library, and let me add, the best leaf in the book of affliction is
the blackest of all the leaves, the leaf called heaviness, when
the spirit sinks within us and we cannot endure as we would
wish.”

p. 41
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Yes. It’s at those hard times that God really works in our
lives. And if our ministry 1s being a blessing, we're going to
have adversity. We're going to have difficulty.

It was Ross Campbell who said this:

(How to Keep Going When the Storms Keep Coming by Ross
Campbell with Randall Gray)

... “Sometimes the Lord calms the storm; [and] sometimes He
lets the storm rage and calms His child.”

p. 126
In the midst of it, we grow, we develop and we mature.

Sometimes 1t comes just so simple. We hang in there and we
pray over 1t and it gets better.

One writer said:

(Help Lord, My Whole Life Hurts by Carole Mayhall)

Two frogs fell into a deep cream bowl

One was an optimistic soul

But the other took the gloomy view

“We shall drown,” he said without more ado
So with a last despairing cry

He flung out his legs and said goodbye.
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Quote the other frog with a merry grin

“I can’t get out but I won’t give in

I will just swim around ‘til my strength 1s spent
And then I will die the more content.”

Bravely he swam ‘til it would seem

His struggles began to churn the cram
On top of the butter he gladly stopped

And out of the bowl he [gladly] hopped.

What is the moral?

It’s easily found:

If you can’t hop out,
Keep swimming around.

pp. 110-11
Yes, there i1t 1s.

Another writer put it this way:

(Making the Most of Mistakes by James D. Berkley)

You can’t judge the whole parade from what you see through a
knothole.
p. 74

So many times we take just one focus in the lives of our
children or in our marriage or in our work and we try to judge
the whole parade when we’re looking through a knothole. God
1s going to use that adversity in our lives.
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Stephen Brown wrote 1in his book When Your Rope Breaks:

(When Your Rope Breaks by Stephen Brown)

I heard the story of a man whose wife left him, [his]
children disowned him, and [his] business failed. As he was
walking down the street, he was hit by an automobile and left
[battered and bruised, and] a number of bones broken. In his
agony he called out to God. “Why me? What have I done to
deserve all of this?” He thought [sure] he heard a voice from
heaven saying, “Sam, you haven’t done anything wrong. There
1s Jjust something about you that ticks me off.”
pp. 132-33 (source unknown)

Some of us feel that way sometimes in the midst of adversity.

It’s all there—forged as the curriculum to make us more like
the person of Christ.

I11. The Mission of Timothy—verses 10-12

Now here comes Timothy in the picture—Paul’s young
understudy.

v. 10 Now if Timothy comes, be seeing to it that he is
with you without fear; for he is doing the Lord’s
work, as I also am.

“Now 1f Timothy comes, be seeing to it that he 1s with you
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without fear; for he 1s doing the Lord’s work, as I also am.”

Timothy was raised by his grandmother and his mother—Lois
and Eunice. So he’s never been around men and he worked
under the shadow of Paul all the time in his ministry.

But Paul would deploy him and the people would intimidate
him. He was laid back and he was insecure. And so Paul tells
them that when he comes, “He’s going to come representing
me and I want you to treat him like you would me.”

v. 11 Let no one therefore despise him. But send him on
his way in peace, in order that he may come to me;
for I am expecting him with the brethren.

“And let no one therefore despise him. But send him on his
way 1n peace, in order that he may come to me; for I am
expecting him with the brethren.”

v. 12 Now concerning Apollos our brother, I encouraged
him greatly to come to you with the brethren; and it
was not all his desire to come now, but he will come
when he has opportunity.

“Now concerning Apollos™— remember him?

“Now concerning Apollos our brother, I encouraged him
greatly to come to you with the brethren; and it was not all his
desire to come now, but he will come when he has
opportunity.”
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Apollos was the young Alexandrian Jew who came up to
Ephesus after Paul had left to go back to Antioch. And Aquila
and Priscilla taught him about the Resurrection and the
Crucifixion. And so he was eager to go on into ministry. He
was a very eloquent individual. And the first place he wanted
to go was Corinth.

Aquila and Priscilla had just come from there and they were
giving glowing reports, so it got him all stirred up. He went

back down there with some letters from the church at
Ephesus—he went down there to minister.

So when Paul writes the Corinthian letter, early in it he says:

1 Corinthians 3:6

I planted, Apollos watered and God gave the growth.

So in that church, in Corinth, there was an Apollos group.
There were those who said:

“I'm of Paul,”

“I'm of Apollos,”

“I'm of Peter,”

“I'm of Christ.” (see 1 Corinthians 1:12)
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The church is literally quartered into four parts.

Now the thing about this verse that’s not here is that Apollos
1s smart enough to know that if he goes back to Corinth right
now, the Apollosites are going to rally around him and destroy
the possibility of unity once again in that church that belongs
there.

This 1s happening all around the United States in churches
today where ministers either resign or retire and they stay on
in the congregation thinking that it’s alright to do that. But
they’re there to the detriment of the unity and the ongoing
ogrowth of that congregation.

We should admire Apollos for his sensitivity. That when he
leaves this, he leaves 1t. It doesn’t mean that we don’t have
relationships and we can’t write and meet in some place and
once in a while come back and visit. But to stay and be
involved in that, especially when it is in a situation where
there 1s the potential of division is immaturity.

And Apollos is just saying, “Paul, I can’t go down there right
now. I don’t believe that this is the right time. Maybe a little
later.”

Now we come to verses 13 and 14.

IV. The Exhortation to Steadfastness and Love—verses 13-14

Now this 1s KEY STATEMENT #3, these two verses.
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There are FIVE COMMANDS here. It’s like a military general
speaking.

v. 13 Be on the alert, be standing fast in the faith, be
showing yourselves to be men, be strong.

“Be on the alert, be steadfast in the faith, be showing
yourselves to be men,”

Now women that doesn’t leave you out. He’s not a male
chauvinist here.

“be strong.”
v. 14 Let all that you are doing be done in love.
“Let all that you are doing be done in love.”

Now what does he mean when he talks like that? These are
the duties of a committed Christian soldier.

What are we supposed to be doing?

First of all, we are supposed to “Be on the alert.” The Bible
tells us we're supposed to be alert in SIX AREAS:

1. We're supposed to be alert AGAINST SATAN.

2. We're supposed to be alert AGAINST TEMPTATION.
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3. We're supposed to be alert AGAINST APATHY and
INDIFFERENCE.

4. We're supposed to be alert for FALSE TEACHERS.

5. We're supposed to be alert in PRAYER, Jesus said.

6. And ultimately we’re supposed to be alert for the
SECOND COMING OF CHRIST—that Jesus Christ is coming
again.

So “be standing fast in the faith” is the next one.

Then “be showing yourselves to be men,”—he means by that,
GROW UP.

They are immature and he’s basically, if he puts it so that it
would be compatible to all of us, i1s just “y’all get busy and
grow up.”

And then “be strong.”

Now this is not in our own strength, but in the Lord’s
strength.

Colossians 1:11

...strengthened with all power, according to His glorious
might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience,
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joyously ...

Philippians 4:13

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

Ever been around people who have every reason to be weak
and they’re strong? How do we feel when we’re around those
kinds of people? Aren’t we just blessed horrendously when we
see people who we know are really having a rough time,
they’re running uphill into the wind and they don’t have it all
together and they're hurting like crazy, but we’d never believe
1t? We never hear it.

Robert Faulkner in his book Making Things Right When
Things Go Wrong told this story:

(Making Things Right When Things Go Wrong: Ten Proven
Ways to Put Your Life in Order by Dr. Paul Faulkner)

Robert was physically handicapped. He was a spastic and
confined to a wheelchair because his muscle movements could
not be controlled. Robert’s speech was so slurred that he was
difficult to understand. You're probably thinking: “Poor guy.
What a miserable life.” But, wait!

Robert was a student in the university where I taught.
And what a delightful person he was. He was [the] favorite
among the students because his attitude was so wonderful. He
had his willer in control and was living a full and exciting life.

Robert couldn’t write, so he would carry carbon paper
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with him to class and ask the student next to him to put the
carbon paper under his own paper as he took notes. [Now if
the] student took good notes, Robert had good notes. If not,
Robert had poor notes, too.

He couldn’t pull himself forward in his wheelchair, so if
no one was around to push him, Robert just turned around
and pushed himself backward with his feet, looking over his
shoulder to see where he was going.

One day Robert came too close to the edge of some stairs
[of] the administration building. [And wouldn’t you know it]
Robert, wheelchair, books and all went tumbling and crashing
down the [whole flight of] stairs. The wheelchair rolled off
down the hall, and Robert ended up sprawled out on the floor
but relatively unhurt. Several concerned students rushed over
to help him. From his rather undignified position, Robert
looked up at his rescuers, laughed out loud and said, “Let me
teach you how to dance!”
pp. 31-32

It’s just horrendous how some people—no matter what
happens—they cope. They demonstrate great strength to the
glory of God.

Habakkuk 3:17-19

Although the fig tree doesn’t bud, and there’s no grapes on the
vine, though the olive crop fails and the field produces no food,
though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the
stalls; yet, I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my
Savior.
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We can trust Him.

And then, COMMAND #5:

“Let all things be done in love.”

Now those FIVE COMMANDS need to be tied together with:

1 Corinthians 15:58

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, for as much as you
know your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

These five things tell us how to be “steadfast, unmoveable.”
We should put these things on our mirror, then put them in
our life.

1. “Be on the alert.”

2.  “be standing fast in the faith”—don’t be tossed to-and-fro
by every wind of doctrine.

4. “be showing yourselves to be men”—grow up.
5. “be strong.”
6. “Let all you do be done in love.”
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Does the Corinthian church need to hear that? Oh boy, do they
ever. “Keep your love fervent for the glory of God.”

Now he comes to some of the final things.

V. The Directions Concerning the Attitude to the Teacher—
verses 15-18

v. 15 Now I am urging you brethren, (you are knowing
the household of Stephanas, that they were the first
fruits of Achaia, and that they devoted themselves
for ministry to the saints),

“Now I am urging you brethren, (you are knowing the
household of Stephanas, they were the first fruits of
Achaia,”—these are the first people that came to know Jesus
in the establishing of the church there in Corinth—*“and that
they devoted themselves for ministry to the saints),”

The little word “devoted” 1s the word “addicted.” They got
hooked on hospitality. They love to have people in. That was
their greatest joy as believers. They were the “first fruits,”

they were the first ones who came to know the Lord—and
Paul had baptized them.

v. 16 in order that you also be putting yourselves under
the leadership of such as these and to everyone
who is working with us and laboring.

“In order that you also be putting yourselves under the
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leadership of such as these and to everyone who is working
with us and laboring.”

v. 17 And I am rejoicing over the coming of Stephanas
and Fortunatus and Achaicus; because they
supplied that which was lacking on your part.

“And I am rejoicing over the coming of Stephanas and
Fortunatus and Achaicus; because they supplied that which
was lacking on your part.”

They are the ones who brought the letter and the report of all

the problems there in Corinth, and they’ve been ministering tc
Paul.

v. 18 For they refreshed my spirit and yours. Therefore
be acknowledging such men.

“They refreshed my spirit and yours. Therefore be
acknowledging such men.”

Now how’s he going to refresh their spirits? When they take
the letter back and report all that concerns them about the
apostle Paul.

VI. The Final Salutation—verses 19-24

It’s the way he wraps it up.
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v. 19 The churches of Asia are greeting you. Aquila and
Prisca are greeting you heartily in the Lord, with
the church that is in their house.

“The churches of Asia are greeting you. Aquila and Priscilla
are greeting you heartily in the Lord,”—WHY?—the church
started there. They're the dear couple that left with the
apostle.

“with the church that is in their house.”

Drop them 1in Ephesus and they start another one. That’s just
the way they are. Wonderful people! They got a group going
there. They're sending the greetings down to Corinth.

v. 20 All the brethren are greeting you. Greet one
another with a holy kiss.

“All the brethren are greeting you. Greet one another with a
holy kiss.”

They need that in Corinth too.

We would give everybody a big handshake and a pat on the
back, a hug or something like that.

They greeted each other “with a holy kiss” in those days.
v. 21 The greeting is in my own hand—Paul.
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“The greeting is in my own hand—Paul.”
Now here 1is the last key verse—KEY VERSE #4—verse 22.

v. 22 If anyone is not loving the Lord, let him be
accursed. Maranatha!

“If anyone is not loving the Lord, let him be accursed.
Maranatha!”

Now those FOUR STATEMENTS were in:
1. verse 2,

2. verse 9,

3. verses 13 and 14, and

now the final one here in:

4. verse 22.

When we put those together and read the summary, those are
the four key verses.

There are TWO THINGS here:
1. What does he mean “let him be accursed”?

If a person isn’t loving the Lord, if a person i1sn’t walking with
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the Lord, then Paul says let him get out.

What does “Maranatha” mean?

“The Lord comes” or “the Lord is coming.”

Now some think that Paul said “Maranatha”—Lord come and
take those who are accursed out of the assembly so that the
church can go on and grow and flourish.

That’s a possibility.

But look at the Revelation 22 thought of verse 17: “Even so,
come Lord Jesus.”

“Maranatha!”—the Lord 1s coming.

And that’s going to settle all the problems in the Corinthian

church and everywhere else. He’s going to come and take us to
be with Himself.

v. 23 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.
“The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.”

v. 24 My love be with you all in Christ Jesus.
“May love be with you all in Christ Jesus.”

He 1s a southerner. He ends that way:
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“May love be with you all in Christ Jesus.”
Now here are the lessons that come out of the text.

Lesson #1: Every believer has a responsibility to be giving
weekly to the support of the cause of Christ.

However, we feel led about that.

Lesson #2: The principle of giving is in proportion to
prosperity and not the tithe.

If that is really the body of Christ, then we ought to be sharing
in this and only giving as we're able in view of prosperity.

Lesson #3: Paul was never guilty of manipulating people to
give.

Lesson #4: Paul is flexible in his planning so that he can be
assured of the Lord’s direction in his life.

Lesson #5: An open door of ministry is often accompanied by
adversaries.

Recognize that. That’s just part of the territory.

Lesson #6: Paul challenges the Corinthians—Paul challenges
the Corinthians to be alert, standing fast, mature men, strong
and loving.
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Lesson #7: We are to be submissive and respectful of spiritual
leadership.

That’s our responsibility as believers—those who are in
leadership over us.

Lesson #8: If anyone 1s not loving the Lord, he is devoted to
judgment.

That’s what it means to be accursed—set aside for judgment.

Lesson #9: The Lord Jesus is soon coming, and I'm just asking
you, are you ready to meet Him?

Ray Stedman says:

So the great letter ends. Did you notice how it follows the
pattern of the gospel? Paul began with the cross. “I am
determined not to know anything among you save Jesus
Christ, and him crucified,” because that alone will undercut
the false and phony wisdom of man. Then it moved to the
burial of Jesus, the putting away of the flesh, the carnalities,
the empty things that destroy [the] Christian life. That is the
content of the body of this letter. Then it closes with a great
note on the resurrection—with our eyes set upon the hope that
1s to come, and the glory of the transformation of the body at
the return of Jesus. In the light of all that truth—the cross,
the refusal of all that is contrary to Jesus, and the hope of the
resurrection—Ilet us read again Paul’s great word|[s] at the end
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of chapter 15:

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord...

(source unknown)

Another writer said:

(Dancing with Broken Bones: Blessed are the Broken in Spirit.

for God Can Make Them Whole by David Swartz)

Talk is cheap. Many of our lives resemble littered
highways strewn with wadded-up promises and crushed,
rusting intentions. We daydream about the heights and [we]
do nothing more than pout over our refusal to climb them.
Mere lip service to the Cross of Christ must be shaken off,
freeing us to embrace the low and difficult things of life. Our
sweet tooth for blessings needs to be curtailed, while an
appetite to share in the growth process of suffering ...
humility ... weakness ... and discipline ... needs to be
cultivated.

p. 138
Robert E. Coleman said:

(Dry Bones Can Live Again by Robert E. Coleman)

The basic idea [of revival] always is the return of
something to its true nature and purpose. When this concept
1s applied to redemptive history, revival can be seen as that
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“strange and sovereign work of God in which He visits His
own people, restoring, reanimating and releasing them into
the fullness of His blessing.” By its power “vast energies,
hitherto slumbering, are awakened, and new forces—for long
preparing under the surface—burst into being.”

p. 12

The most immediate transformation is in the renewal of
individual Christian experience. When one responds fully to
Divine grace, there 1s a wonderful assurance of sins forgiven;
the heart is clean; the soul 1s free. Faith does not stagger at
the promises of God. Prayer pulsates with the fragrance of
heaven. Love fills the heart with singing and there is
spontaneous praise of the Most High. There is still suffering
and temptation, but amid it all [in] the light of God’s face
shining in the inner man. Christ 1s real; His peace sweeps
over the soul; His victory overcomes the world.

p. 13

Any impediment to the flow of God’s grace must be
removed. Unbelief, lust, lying, cheating, unclean thoughts,
filthy speech, dirty habits, cursing, ingratitude, indifference to
responsibility, disregard of self-discipline, prayerlessness,
robbing God of tithes [and offerings], neglect of the poor, racial
discrimination, an unforgiving spirit, backbiting, envy,
jealousy, bitterness, deceitfulness, selfishness, hypocrisy—
whatever it 1s, [everything we’ve read in the Corinthian
epistle] whether it be a deed or a disposition, if known to be
contrary to the holiness of God, it must be confessed and
forsaken.

43



p. 34
Then we’ll know God’s blessing on our lives.

Father, as we come to You, we are aware that we have studied
and traveled in many sections of the Word of God. But
primarily, as we have worked through this epistle of 1
Corinthians, we’ve seen what needed to be done 1in a carnal
church to turn it around and to make them a vibrant, dynamic
blessing. We know what needs to be done in that church needs
to be done in our individual lives, that real revival might
come. May Your Spirit find freedom. May Your Spirit find
hearts ready and open and fertile for Your good work, that
You might pour out Your blessing on us in an abundant
fashion. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:

Running to Win

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

STUDY NUMBER TWENTY-FOUR — 1 CORINTHIANS 16:1-24

v. 1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the
churches of Galatia, so do you also.

v. 2 On the first day of every week let each one of you be putting
aside and saving, as he may be prospered, in order that when I
come, then there may not be any collections.

v. 3 And when I arrive, whomever you may approve, I shall send
them with letters to carry your gift to Jerusalem,;

v. 4 and if it is fitting for me to be going also, they will go with me.
v. 5 But I shall come to you after I go through Macedonia, for I am
going through Macedonia;

v. 6 and perhaps I shall stay with you, or even spend the winter, in
order that you may send me on my way wherever I may be going.
v. 7 For I am not wishing to see you now while passing by on my
journey; for I am hoping to remain with you for some time, if the
Lord permits.

v. 8 But I shall remain in Ephesus until Pentecost;

v. 9 for a wide door for effective service has opened to me, and
there are many adversaries.

v. 10 Now if Timothy comes, be seeing to it that he is with you
without fear; for he is doing the Lord’s work, as I also am.

v. 11 Let no one therefore despise him. But send him on his way in
peace, in order that he may come to me; for I am expecting him
with the brethren.

v. 12 Now concerning Apollos our brother, I encouraged him
greatly to come to you with the brethren; and it was not all his
desire to come now, but he will come when he has opportunity.
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NOTES

v. 13 Be on the alert, be standing fast in the faith, be showing
yourselves to be men, be strong.

v. 14 Let all that you are doing be done in love.

v. 15 Now I am urging you brethren, (you are knowing the
household of Stephanas, that they were the first fruits of Achaia,
and that they devoted themselves for ministry to the saints),

v. 16 in order that you also be putting yourselves under the
leadership of such as these and to everyone who is working with us
and laboring.

v. 17 And I am rejoicing over the coming of Stephanas and
Fortunatus and Achaicus; because they supplied that which was
lacking on your part.

v. 18 For they refreshed my spirit and yours. Therefore be
acknowledging such men.

v. 19 The churches of Asia are greeting you. Aquila and Prisca are
greeting you heartily in the Lord, with the church that is in their
house.

v. 20 All the brethren are greeting you. Greet one another with a
holy Kkiss.

v. 21 The greeting is in my own hand—Paul.

v. 22 If anyone is not loving the Lord, let him be accursed.
Maranatha!

v. 23 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.

v. 24 My love be with you all in Christ Jesus.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Corinthians 16:1-24 and in your own words pull out
the main thought of this passage.
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2. What is Paul’s primary concern in verse 1?

3. What are the Corinthians commanded to do with regard to
their giving, according to verse 27

4. Who 1s directing Paul’s life, according to verse 77

5. How does Paul describe his ministry in verse 9?

6. What four things are the Corinthians commanded to do in
verse 137
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7. How are they to be doing all things, according to verse 147

8. What does Paul want them to have, according to verse 24?

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: Every believer has a responsibility to be giving
weekly to the support of the cause of Christ.
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LESSON #2: The principle of giving is in proportion to
prosperity and not the tithe.

LESSON #3: Paul was never guilty of manipulating people to
give.

LESSON #4: Paul is flexible in his planning so that he can be
assured of the Lord’s direction in his life.

LESSON #5: An open door of ministry is often accompanied by
adversaries.

LESSON #6: Paul challenges the Corinthians to be alert,
standing fast, mature men, strong and loving.

LESSON #7: We are to be submissive and respectful of
spiritual leadership.

LESSON #8: If anyone 1s not loving the Lord, he is devoted to
judgment.

LESSON #9: The Lord Jesus is soon coming, and are you
ready to meet Him?
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