
A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:

Running to Win

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

Study Number Two – 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:5

In 1 Kings 3 we read these words:

1 Kings 3:7-10

“Now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in

place of my father David. But I am only a little child and I do

not know how to carry out my duties. Your servant is here

among the people you have chosen, a great people, too

numerous to count or number. So give your servant a

discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish

between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great

people of yours?” The Lord was pleased that Solomon had

asked for this.

And then we read over in chapter 4 a similar response:

1 Kings 4:29-30

God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a

breadth of understanding as measureless as the sand of the

seashore. Solomon’s wisdom was greater than the wisdom of
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all the men of the East, and greater than all the wisdom of

Egypt.

The apostle, as he’s writing 1 Corinthians, is going to address

problem after problem.

1 Corinthians 1:9 was our KEY VERSE from our last study:

1 Corinthians 1:9

God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship

with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

In the Greek text “faithful” is the first word—“Faithful is

God.” So in view of the fact that God is characterized as

faithful, Paul is challenging the Corinthians in like measure

to be faithful to God in return.

The very first problem that we encountered in our study was

the problem of divisions. The church was literally quartered.

There were those who are focusing on Paul, Apollos, Peter and

Christ.

The reason that the church in Corinth was divided is basically

a philosophical problem in Corinth. Now don’t get scared. The

problem basically is this, they focused all of the things with

regard to learning upon teachers.

For instance, the Greeks prided themselves in wisdom. There

are the Greek philosophers—Plato, Descartes, Aristotle,
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Socrates and all the great thinkers. So the Corinthians

brought the wisdom of the world into the church and they

actually let these different teachers represent these different

positions.

Instead of seeing them as servants of God, they saw them as

great philosophers and teaching their position. And they had a

right to choose which one of the teachers they wanted to

follow.

So Paul, after dealing with the division aspect of it, now moves

to wisdom. And he’s going to show us the difference between

the wisdom of the world and the wisdom of God.

If it’s something that really pleases the Lord and it’s

something we desperately need in order to be right with him,

and God’s wisdom is not the same as man’s wisdom, then we

better spend some time really searching out what God’s

wisdom really is.

Isaiah 55:8-9 are verses that just haunt us. The Lord says:

Isaiah 55:8, 9

“My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my

ways,” sayeth the Lord. “For as the heavens are higher than

the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my

thoughts than your thoughts.”

So there’s a great deal of difference between the two. And as
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we look at these verses, Paul is going to show us the contrast

between the two and then he’s going to close this study with a

personal illustration from his own life.

Let’s pick up at verse 18.

v. 18 For the word of the cross is to those who are

perishing foolishness, but to us who are being

saved it is the power of God.

“For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing

foolishness, but to us who are being saved it is the power of

God.”

Now there are TWO WORDS to look at in that verse. There

are the words:

1. “perishing” and

2. “being saved.”

Both of those words are in the PRESENT TENSE. In other

words, it’s happening right now. There is a difference between

those two words. The word “perishing” is in the ACTIVE and

the “being saved” is in the PASSIVE—very, very significant.

For instance, if we’re not a Christian, we have been in the

process of perishing and we are perishing right now.

Actively we have our life on the broad road to destruction, so
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we’re in the process of perishing and we have one less week

till ultimate destruction and demise than you had a week ago.

So the word is PRESENT—we “are perishing”—that’s a

process.

But now he says, “to those who are being saved.” That ought

to tell us something very important. That ought to tell us that

we are only a passive instrument in salvation. Somebody else

acted upon us in order for us to be saved. And we know that

message is in the Cross of Christ and what Jesus Christ has

done.

So Paul doesn’t even make a mistake under divine inspiration

anyway, when we’re dealing with the tenses of the verbs and

the significance of it.

Now he says something very interesting here. He says, “the

word of the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness.”

Fine—most people will tell us that they’re not Christians, “you

mean to tell me somebody that died 2,000 years ago makes an

impact on my life today?”

They think that is pure ridiculous. Now the word “foolish” or

“foolishness” is going to occur about six or seven times in these

few verses that we’re going to look at in these couple of

chapters. So that’s the attitude.

The word means “nonsense.” It means “empty of content” and

so the “word of the cross is to those who are perishing”—those

who are in the process of perishing—“foolishness.”
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“but to us”—Paul makes a distinction—“who are being saved

it is the power of God.”

That old hymn writer was right when he said:

I must needs go home by the way of the cross,

There’s no other way but this;

I shall ne’er get sight of the Gates of Light,

If the way of the cross I miss.

(source unknown)

Salvation involves the way of the Cross.

We get hardened toward that. We have a tendency to really

not think seriously about how much God loved us and what

was involved in the cost.

Max Lucado has written a great book called No Wonder They

Call Him the Savior. This is how he speaks of Christ just

before He dies as He’s hanging on the Cross:

(No Wonder They Call Him the Savior by Max Lucado)

“Father.” He smiles weakly. “It’s over.”

Satan’s vultures have been scattered.

Hell’s demons have been jailed.

Death has been damned.

The sun is out, [and]

The Son is out.
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It’s over.

An angel sighs. A star wipes away a tear.

“Take me home.”

Yes, take him home.

Take this prince to his king.

Take this son to his father.

Take this pilgrim to his home.

(He deserves a rest.)

“Take me home.”

Come ten thousand angels!

Come and take this wounded troubadour to

the cradle of his Father’s arms!

Farewell manger’s infant

Bless You holy ambassador

Go Home death slayer

Rest well sweet soldier

The battle is over.

(source unknown)

“For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing

foolishness,”

They are in the process of “perishing.”

John 3:16
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God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son,

that whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but have

eternal life.

2 Peter 3:9

The Lord is not willing that any should perish, but that all

should come to repentance.

The seriousness of the matter is there are a lot of people who

are not willing to be confronted with the Cross. Have we really

been confronted with Calvary? Do we know what it is to be

humiliated before Calvary’s Cross and what God did for us? If

we haven’t, there’s a real good possibility that we’re not a

Christian. We’re just going through the motions. For every

individual must come by the way of Calvary’s Cross.

Is there anybody in the Bible that had any problem with the

Cross? Probably most of the guys who were really close to

Jesus did.

Peter was the spokesman. Remember Matthew 16? Jesus is

kind of riding a crest of popularity and He asks the

fellas—remember He gives them a little quiz? He asks, “Who

do men say that I am?”

And Peter right away, he’s always sanguine—got it all

together, president, running the whole show, spokesman for

everybody else—he says, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
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living God.” He gets an A for that. The Lord says, “Blessed art

thou Simon Bar-Jona, flesh and blood did not reveal that unto

you.” (see Matthew 16:15-17)

Just as soon as He finishes that, He tells them about the

Cross. And so Peter comes back again: “You know that’ll never

happen to You Lord! Over my dead body! Man I want to tell

you this, God forbid it, this will never happen to You!” What

does the Lord say? “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a

stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on

God’s interests, but on men’s.” (see Matthew 16:22-24)

The significance of the Cross is central in all of man’s

salvation, where there is no salvation apart from the death of

Christ upon the Cross.

Did Peter get it together? Read Acts 2 and in his great sermon

he makes reference to it. He says:

Acts 2:23-24

this man, delivered up by the predetermined plan and the

foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of

godless men and put Him to death. And God raised Him up

again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was

impossible for Him to be held by its power.

And then he writes his own epistle:

1 Peter 2:24
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He Himself bore our sins in His own body on the cross, that

we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His

wounds we are healed.

So he says, “to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”

What does he mean by that? How is the “power of God”

demonstrated in Calvary’s Cross?

We can use those three great theological words:

1. JUSTIFICATION,

2. SANCTIFICATION and

3. GLORIFICATION.

How’s the “power of God” seen in us being made righteous?

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation; old

things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” (2

Corinthians 5:17)

I once was blind but now I see,

I once was lost but now been found.

(source unknown)

That’s the power of God to justify, to make righteous the

sinner. That’s a past manifestation of His power.
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Present manifestation—if we are walking with God in a

vibrant, dynamic fellowship and relationship, we’re growing

and we’re changing. And that’s the power of God.

We cannot change an individual by direct intervention in their

lives unless we’re God. And God is the one who makes us more

like His Son. And ultimately the great future manifestation of

His power is going to be seen when we’re glorified and we get

our new bodies and we live with Him eternally—all

demonstrations of the power of God.

v. 19 For it has been written: “I will destroy the wisdom

of the wise, and the discernment of those who have

the ability to discern I will frustrate.”

“For it has been written: ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of those who have the ability to discern I

will frustrate.”’

What is Paul doing here? He’s helping these fellas that are so

sophisticated with their wisdom and they’re saying that

preaching the Cross is foolish and ridiculous and all of that.

He wants them to understand that the opera ain’t over until

the fat lady sings, and God’s going to be the One that wrote it.

And so he uses an illustration here by picking verses out of

Isaiah. It’s very interesting.

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of
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those who have the ability to discern I will frustrate.”

What’s the background to that Isaiah passage? It’s Isaiah

29—Hezekiah is the king of the south—a Jew. Syria’s come

down—Sennacherib—with all of its forces. And he’s taunting

the city of Jerusalem. He’s going to take over the

place—making bold and brash statements. And the people

inside the city are just literally coming unglued, that it’s going

to be all over. It’s like the Middle East now. They’re all trying

to negotiate so they can survive.

And so all of a sudden God makes it quite clear to them,

“Look! If you want to see deliverance, let Me do My thing!”

God’s wisdom always has that in view. When God’s wisdom

prevails, He’s doing it His way and He doesn’t need anybody’s

help. So He’s basically saying, “Back off! You’re your own

worst enemy! Let Me handle it!”

And eternal salvation is exactly the same thing. “Let Me take

care of it.” What happened? The next morning there are

185,000 dead corpses lying around. God has a way of

delivering His people and He didn’t need any help to get the

job done.

Now that’s a great illustration of the wisdom of God. If we are

lined up with the wisdom of God and we are walking with

God, we are not in a joint venture. We are not in a cooperative

program for our own salvation and redemption. We have

learned the wisdom of God—that God is the One who is totally

responsible and He has the power to get the job done and He
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doesn’t need our help.

Now that’s the wisdom of God and that cuts across all the

sophisticated arrogance of these intellectuals in Greece.

They’re proud of their degrees and they’re proud of their

intellect. And it’s so hard to accept the fact that God doesn’t

need help when it comes to the salvation of mankind.

See verse 20?

v. 20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where

is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish

the wisdom of the world?

“Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the

debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of

the world?”

He quotes from the book of Isaiah with several more in

questions.

“Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?”

God’s looking down and He says, “You may think My wisdom

is foolish but I can’t believe you believe what you believe!”

In other words, the words turned around. “You think what I

believe is foolish,” God says, “I want to tell you something else.

I believe what you believe is foolish! So there! We’re in a

Mexican stand-off when it comes to that.”
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One writer said:

“Human philosophy is a blind man in a dark room, looking for

a black cat that isn’t there.”

(source unknown)

That pretty well spells out the summation of the wisdom of

the world.

v. 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through

its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well

pleased through the foolishness of the message

preached to save those who are believing.

“For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom

did not come to know God, God was well pleased through the

foolishness of the message preached to save those who

are”—working like crazy to be saved. Is that what your text

says? What’s it say?

“who are believing.”

PRESENT TENSE—there’s the gateway to eternal

redemption right there in one word!

“those who are believing.”

Now what does he mean “since in the wisdom of God the world

through its wisdom did not come to know God”?
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Well in Romans 1:19 we get a little clue:

Romans 1:19, 20

because that which is known about God is evident within tem;

for God made it evident to them. For since the creation of the

world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and His

divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood

through what He had made.

God created all this! And He’s saying the wisdom of it, the

world in its wisdom ought to be pressed to a Creator by what

they see. They ought to be able to realize that the laws of

science that put the spaceships in place, the tides, the seasons,

the movement of the planets, the creation and the intricacy of

it is a demonstration that God exists and He has a wonderful

personality.

Annie Dillard is a great observationist of creation and it

appears she believes in a supreme being but we don’t know

whether she’s come to Christ. She writes so beautifully about

the appreciation of creation and what it could do to bring us to

Christ. Listen to what she says:

(Pilgrim at Tinker Creek by Annie Dillard)

Along with intricacy, there is another aspect of the

creation that has impressed me in the course of my

wanderings. Look again at the horsehair worm, a yard long
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and thin as a thread, whipping through the duck pond, or

tangled with others of its kind in a slithering Gordian knot.

Look at an overwintering ball of buzzing bees, or a turtle

under ice breathing through its pumping cloaca. Look at the

fruit of the Osage orange tree, big as a grapefruit, green,

convoluted as any human brain. Or look at a rotifer’s

translucent gut: something orange and powerful is surging up

and down like a piston, and something small and round is

spinning in place like a flywheel. Look, in short, at practically

anything—the coot’s feet, the mantis’s face, a banana, the

human ear—and see that not only did the creator create

everything, but he is apt to create anything. He’ll stop at

nothing.

pp. 134-35

She’s first to the humor of it! The beauty of it! The fantastic

things that God has created to draw us to Himself. But what

does Paul say? They didn’t come to Him. Instead they chose

their own wisdom. They chose humanism. They chose

atheism. They chose evolution. They chose no moral absolutes,

the deification of man—and that’s the reason he was in the

mess he was in as a result of a decision that they’ve made.

A. W. Tozer put it this way:

“With this kind of wisdom and philosophy comes a new set of

beatitudes, too, which begins, ‘Blessed are they that tolerate

everything, for they shall not be made accountable for

anything.’”

(source unknown)
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That really says it well.

“since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did

not come to know God, God was well pleased through the

foolishness of the message preached to save those who are

believing.”

Single condition of faith—believing in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now that is “the wisdom of God.” The Cross is the “wisdom of

God!” The world thought they killed Him—and that’s the

“wisdom of God” for man’s redemption. And “the wisdom of

God” is the simplicity of just taking a gift that’s offered.

Nicodemus had to learn that. Here’s a guy who’s 70 years old.

He’s done everything. Remember the Sanhedrin? “You must be

born again! You’ve got to start all over again big boy!”

And then he uses that great illustration of the snake, lifted up

in the wilderness. Remember that? The story of everyone

being poisoned by the snakes and Moses comes along and he

says, “Folks I’ve got great news for you. Just look to the

brazen serpent on the pole and everybody will be healed.” He

turns around and goes into his family and says, “Moses has

had a sunstroke. We have to pray for him tonight. He says

look at the serpent on the pole.” The only thing is, everybody

who did lived.

Single condition—believe, believe, believe.
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And to the world that’s foolishness.

See what verse 22 says?

v. 22 For indeed Jews are asking for signs, and Greeks

are searching for wisdom.

“For indeed Jews are asking for signs, and Greeks are

searching for wisdom.”

What do Jews do? They say, “Lord, we want a sign.”

What did Jesus say to them in Matthew 12 when they asked

for that? He said there won’t be any sign given to this

unbelieving generation, except the sign of Jonah was three

days and three nights in the fish. So the Son of Man will be

three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. (see

Matthew 12:38-40)

That’s the only sign we’re going to get.

“and the Greeks are searching for wisdom.”

They want some new teaching. When Paul is preaching in

Athens, on Mars Hill, he says, “I want to preach you a sermon

to the unknown God. You’ve got all these idols and all of this

wisdom, I want to tell you about one that I found down there

among all your altars—the unknown God.” (see Acts 17:21-23)
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v. 23 But we are preaching Christ, the one who has been

crucified; to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles

foolishness,

“But we are preaching Christ, the one who has been

crucified;”—yes sir—“to the Jews a stumbling block and to

Gentiles foolishness,”

Now why is it “a stumbling block” to the Jews?

The REASON it’s “a stumbling block” to the Jews is they don’t

have any place in their theology for a Cross or a suffering

Messiah.

Talk to those Jews whose heads have been bobbing at the

Western Wall all day, praying for the coming of the Kingdom.

They’re looking for a king who’s going to come in pomp and

circumstance and liberate them and deliver them! They don’t

know any king who’s going to suffer!

Isaiah 53:4-6

Surely he hath born our griefs and carried our sorrows, yet we

did esteem him, stricken, smitten of God and afflicted. He was

wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our

iniquities and the chastisement of our peace was upon him,

and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep, have

gone astray, and we’ve turned everyone to his own way; and

the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.
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There, it is 700 years before it ever happened! To the Jew to

see, but to them it’s a stumbling block! No! We’ll have no

suffering Messiah! Their eyes are blinded and to them the

Gospel and the preaching of the Cross is ridiculous, to see

Christ as the suffering Messiah.

And to the Gentiles it’s basically “foolishness.” There’s the

word again. It’s just not intellectual enough.

v. 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and

Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of

God.

“but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ

the power of God and the wisdom of God.”

It takes the “power of God” to change our life and the “wisdom

of God” to live it. That’s what we get when we come to know

Jesus as Savior.

We’ve had the words “being saved,” we’ve had the word

“saved,” and now we have the word “called.” And maybe God is

reaching out and calling us. Please listen and respond and

recognize the “power of God” is there to change our life, and

the “wisdom of God” to live it.

v. 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men,

and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

“Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the
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weakness of God is stronger than men.”

Now he’s going to give a PERSONAL ILLUSTRATION. See

verse 26—well he’s going to give an illustration from the

church.

v. 26 For take a good look at your call, brethren, that

there were not many wise according to human

standards, not many powerful, not many well born;

“For take a good look at your call, brethren, that there were

not many wise according to human standards, not many

powerful, not many well born;”

What’s he doing there? That’s the “wisdom of the world!” We

get the guy who has the strokes! We get the guy who has the

bucks! We get the guy who has the influence! The big leader if

we’re going to put a program on! We get winners!

Luke 16:15

“You are those who justify yourselves in the sight of men, but

God knows your hearts; that which is highly esteemed among

men is abomination in the eyes of God.”

So he says, “Well look at your own calling! There’s not very

many smarts in this bunch! Not any blue bloods.”

v. 27 but God picked out the foolish things of the world

in order that He might put to shame the wise, and
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God picked out the weak things of the world in

order that He might put to shame the powerful.

“but God”—we’re going to see that word “picked out” several

times here. This is so great.

“but God picked out the foolish things of the

world”—PURPOSE—“in order that He might put to shame

the wise, and God picked out”—there it is again—“the weak

things of the world in order that He might put to shame the

powerful.”

John the Baptist is an illustration of that. Here’s a guy on the

backside of the desert, comes in and preaches a powerful

message of the kingdom. He’d be the last one we’d probably

choose.

Here’s an article called “Only One Has Potential”:

To: Jesus, Son of Joseph

Woodcrafters Carpenter Shop

Nazareth 25922

From: Jordan Management Consultants

Dear Sir:

Thank you for submitting the resumes of the twelve men you

have picked for management positions in your new

organization. All of them have taken our battery of tests, and
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we have not only run the results through our computer, but

also arranged personal interviews for each of them with our

psychologist and vocational aptitude consultant.

The profiles of all these tests are included and you will

want to study each of them carefully.

As part of our service and for your guidance, we make

some general comments, much as an auditor will include some

general statements. This is given as a result of staff

consultation and comes without any additional fee.

It is the staff opinion that most of your nominees are

lacking in background, education, and vocational aptitude for

the type of enterprise that you are undertaking. They do not

have the team concept. We would recommend that you

continue your search for persons of experience in managerial

ability and proven capability.

Simon Peter is emotionally unstable and given to fits of

temper. Andrew has absolutely no qualities of leadership. The

two brothers, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, place

personal interest above company loyalty. Thomas

demonstrates a questioning attitude that would tend to

undermine morale. We feel that it is our duty to tell you that

Matthew has been black-listed by the Greater Jerusalem

Better Business Bureau. James, the son of Alphaeus, and

Thaddaeus definitely have radical leanings, and they both

registered a high score on the manic depressive scale.

One of the candidates, however, shows great potential. He

is a man of ability and resourcefulness, meets people well, has

a keen business mind and has contact in high places. He is

highly motivated, ambitious and responsible. We recommend

Judas Iscariot as your controller and right hand man. All of
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the other profiles are self-explanatory.

We wish you every success in your new venture.

Sincerely,

Jordan Management Consultants

(source unknown)

That’s the “wisdom of the world.” That’s the way the world

calls the shots and that’s certainly not the “wisdom of God.”

He took those 12 guys, lost one of them, and as a result we

have a chance for personal redemption as a result of what took

place.

In Our Daily Bread booklet there was the “Fool’s Prayer”:

The royal feast was done;

the king south some new sport to banish care,

And to his jester cried,

“Sir Fool, kneel now and make for us a prayer,”

The jester doffed his cap

and kneeled upon the monarch’s silken stool;

His pleading voice arose:

“O Lord be merciful to me, a fool!

NO pity, Lord, could change the heart

from red with wrong to white as wool.

Thy grace must heal the sin;

so, Lord, be merciful to me, a fool!

Our faults no tenderness should ask;

Christ’s chastening stripes must cleanse them all.

But for our blunders,
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O in shame before the eyes of Heav’n we fall.

Earth bears no balm for our mistakes;

men crown the knave, and scourge the tool

That did his will; but Thou,

O Lord, be merciful to me, a fool!”

The room was hushed; in silence rose the king,

and sought his gardens cool,

And walked apart and murmured low,

“Be merciful to ME, a fool!”

(from Our Daily Bread, June 22, year unknown)

We have to come to that place and go by way of the Cross

before the “wisdom of God” avails in our lives.

v. 28 And the insignificant (not well born) of the world

and those who have been utterly despised, God

picked out, the things that are not, in order that He

might nullify the things that are,

“And the insignificant (not the well born) of the world and

those who have been utterly despised,”—there’s that word

again—“God picked out, the things that are not, in order that

He might nullify the things that are,”

v. 29 in order that no flesh should boast before God.

“in order that no flesh should boast before God.”
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v. 30 But out from Him you are in Christ Jesus, who

became wisdom to us from God, both righteousness

and sanctification, and redemption,

“But out from Him you are in Christ Jesus,”

When we come to know Him, we are placed “in Jesus Christ”:

“who became the wisdom to us from God,”—there it is.

Jesus Christ is the “wisdom of God to us” and when we receive

that wisdom, we are placed “in Jesus Christ.”

“both righteousness and sanctification, and redemption,”

Now we take those three words as the definition of

wisdom—those last three words:

1. “righteousness,”

2. “sanctification,” and

3. “redemption.”

There are other expositors who would take all four words:

1. “wisdom,”

2. “righteousness,”
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3. “sanctification,” and

4. “redemption.”

But the “righteousness, sanctification, and redemption”

simply summarize the “wisdom of God.”

We’re unrighteous: “all our righteousnesses were like filthy

rags.” (ref. Isaiah 64:6) Let’s talk about that for a minute.

The wisdom of God is not a philosophy, it’s a Person. The

wisdom of God resides in the Lord Jesus Christ, and He is all

we need. He is that righteousness—that perfect standard.

Romans 1:16, 17

…For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to

faith; as it is written, “The righteous man shall live by faith.”

He is “sanctification!” He is one who is making us like

Himself. He is “redemption.” We look forward to the changing

of our bodies into His likeness.

1 John 3:2

Soon we shall be like Him for we shall see Him as He is.

Why all of that?

Last phrase—verse 31.
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v. 31 in order that, just as it has been written: “He who

is boasting, let him be boasting in the Lord.”

“in order that, just as it has been written: ‘He who is boasting,

let him be boasting in the Lord.”’

Let’s take those FIVE PURPOSE CLAUSES there—from

verse 27-31 where there are five purpose clauses—and let’s

just look at them for just a second.

1. Back in verse 27—“God picked out the foolish things of

the world”—WHY? PURPOSE—“in order that He might put to

shame the wise,”

2. “God picked out the weak things of the world in order that

He might put to shame the powerful.”

3. “God picked out, the things that are not, in order

that”—there’s our third purpose—“He might nullify the things

that are,”

4. “in order that no flesh should boast before God.”

5. “in order that, just as it has been written: ‘He who is

boasting, let him be boasting in the Lord.’”

What do we find ourselves boasting in today? Are we boasting

about our good health? Are we boasting about our personality?

Boasting about our wealth? Our wisdom? Our power? Our
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position? Our character? Our degrees?

Are we really, honestly, truly “boasting in the Lord”?

Now the tragedy of the Bible is that the Bible is divided by

men. They put the chapters and the verses in after the divine

revelation was complete. And sometimes they just don’t fit

with the argument of the book. We have divided it according to

subject and direction.

To wrap up the wisdom of God, Paul uses his own life and

ministry as a personal illustration. And in these next five

verses it’s Paul telling us the “wisdom of God” in his life.

Let’s take a quick squint at it and then we’ll have some

lessons and wrap it up.

2:v.1 And when I came to you, brethren, I came not as a

superior person in speech or wisdom, proclaiming

to you the testimony of God.

“And when I came to you, brethren, I came not as a superior

person in speech or wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony

of God.”

How did they criticize Paul in 2 Corinthians? They criticized

him for everything he wrote, how he looked and what he said.

What else is there left for a preacher? They hit him on every

front.
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And Paul said, “And when I came to you, I didn’t come with all

of that!” Imagine if Paul sent advanced teams into town before

he got there as an evangelistic effort. That he notified all the

networks and got the big money for the billboard and got

special time on radio before he made a real penetration and an

impact? That’s the way the world does it! So why shouldn’t

Christians adopt the wisdom of the world and do it the same

way?

A. W. Tozer got repulsed by that. He says this:

In evangelical Christian circles, the question is often

raised: “Why are there not more miracles and wonders

wrought in our midst through faith?”

In our day everything seems to be commercialized, and I

[have got to] say that I do not believe in wonders and miracles

that are organized and incorporated!

“Miracles, Incorporated”—you can have it!

“Healing, Incorporated”—you can have that, too! And the

same with “Evangelism, Incorporated”; you can have it all.

I have my doubts about some signs and wonders that

have to be organized, that demand a letterhead and a

president and a secretary and a big trailer with lights and

cameras. God isn’t in that!

But the man of faith can go alone into the wilderness and

get on his knees and command heaven—God is in that!

(source unknown)

All the people said, “Amen!” Yes, that’s the problem today.

We’re trying to program God right off the map. We don’t have
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anybody who can “be still and know that I’m God,” pay the

horrendous price of being alone with God and then coming out

and speaking before men the message of God.

Paul says, “When I came to town, I didn’t come with the

wisdom of the world. I came to town to witness! I came not

with a superior speech.”

Remember that was Moses’ big excuse for not going out? “I

can’t talk!” The Lord said, “Go! And I’ll be with your mouth.

Open wide your mouth and I’ll fill it! I’ll give you the message

you’re supposed to speak.” (see Exodus 4:12)

Until finally he had to go.

“when I came to you, brethren, I came not as a superior person

in speech or wisdom,”—He didn’t have a bunch of degrees and

a bunch of smarts. He came—“proclaiming to you the

testimony of God.”

Now when we look at verse 2 notice something.

v. 2 For I determined to know nothing among you

except Jesus Christ, and that One having been

crucified.

“For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus

Christ, and that One having been crucified.”

When did Paul determine that he was just going to preach
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Jesus? It probably happened in his previous ministry.

So oftentimes we don’t talk about the times we lay an egg or

the times when we strike out or the times when we fail. Paul

blew it in Athens. He made a 40 mile trip over there, because

when we read in chapter 17, he’s preaching on Mars

Hill—invited by the philosophers—he’s preaching a message.

There’s no letter to the church in Athens. There is no church

for him in Athens. We don’t hear anything more.

And Paul was trying to preach to the philosophers on their

levels and he decided he struck out and he said, “Hang the

philosophers. I’m spending the rest of my life stripped down

and preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ. That’s all that’s

necessary!”

“I determined”— when he walked that 40 mile trip from

Athens to Corinth, he made some determination that when he

got to town there was no more trying to hit with their wisdom

on their level. He probably thought, “I’m coming at them with

the Cross of Christ!”

“Jesus Christ, and that One having been crucified.”

That happens in our lives. We get so caught up in all the

divergent things and all the fascinating side-tracks and all

these other things that are really not all that important in

view of eternity, instead of recognizing that at our elbow and

all around us are people dying without Jesus. And we’re just

so caught up in some picky little thing of theology or some
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tradition or something else that’s captivated our heart and

stifles the ministry of the Spirit in getting Jesus Christ across

to men and women.

v. 3 And I was with you in weakness and in fear and in

much trembling.

“And I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much

trembling.”

What does he mean by those words?

Well “weakness”—he had a thorn in his flesh. He had some

physical problem that was really tough. It was hard for him to

handle it.

And he was there “in fear”— he was scared. He’d made this

new determination, this new commitment, and he’s afraid of

how it’s going to come across and whether it’s going to win or

not.

Ludlow Porch talks about fear in his book:

(A View From the Porch by Ludlow Porch)

Yes sir. You can learn a lot from positive thinking books,

but when you start to pass along what you have learned to

your children, you be sure and tell them there are things out

there that will get [them], and when that happens, throw

away your positive thinking book and remember what Sgt.
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Murphy said:

“When danger is all around you, and there is no way out,

remember brave men get buried—[but] wise men get

exercise.”

p. 85

There are things to be scared of! Paul was scared.

“and in much trembling.”

He uses those two words in:

Philippians 2:12

So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in

my presence only, but now much more in absence, work out

your own salvation with fear and trembling.

Realizing God is working in us, both to will and to do, of His

good pleasure.

And look at his message—verse 4.

v. 4 And my word (message) and my preaching were not

in persuasive words of wisdom, but in

demonstration of the Spirit and of power,

“And my word (or my message) and my preaching were not in

persuasive words of wisdom,”
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He probably thought back on the ineffectiveness of the

response trying to hit the philosophers on their level, because

he’d probably been arguing with them down in the

marketplace. He was there all by himself because Silas and

Timothy were still up in Berea and he was just in town

knocking around with the philosophers, and felt so unfulfilled

in that.

“my word (message) and my preaching were not in persuasive

words of wisdom, but”—WHAT?—“in the demonstration of the

Spirit and of power,”

Paul says, “Listen! I want your faith established on the rock of

revelation! Not on human—the shifting sands of human

philosophy!

v. 5 in order that your faith should not be resting on the

wisdom of men, but on the power of God.

“in order that your faith”—single condition of

salvation—“should not be resting on the wisdom of men, but

on the power of God.”

Don’t build our house on the SHIFTING SANDS of human

philosophy but on the ROCK of revelation!

There are SIX PURPOSE CLAUSES, because the last one is

right there in verse 5. Let’s review those for just a second.

1. verse 27—“God picked out the foolish things of the world,
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in order that He might put to shame the wise,”

2. God picked out the weak things of the world in order that

He might put to shame the powerful.”

3. God picked out, the things that are not, in order that He

might nullify the things that are,”

4. “in order that no flesh should boast before God.”

5. “in order that, just as it has been written: ‘He who is

boasting, let him be boasting in the Lord.’”

6. “in order that your faith should not be resting on the

wisdom of men, but on the power of God.”

Notice something interesting in the study? Verse 18 starts

with the “power of God,” and verse 5 of chapter 2 ends with

“the power of God.” Isn’t that neat?

It’s a choice. It’s either “the wisdom of the world” or “the power

of God.”

1 Corinthians 1:18

the word, the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness,

but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

And there it is at the end of it:
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“the wisdom of men, but”—I want you resting—“on the power

of God.”

Now we have a number of lessons out of those verses. Let’s go

over those and then we have just a couple of observations in

wrapping up things.

Lesson #1: The cross of Jesus Christ divides men.

We were talking about those two thieves hanging on each side

of Him. One wants to be remembered and the other one goes

out into eternity without salvation.

Lesson #2: The cross is to those who are perishing foolishness.

Lesson #3: God is wanting us totally dependent upon Him.

Lesson #4: Believing on the Lord Jesus Christ is the single

condition of salvation.

Lesson #5: Wisdom fails to recognize sin, Christ crucified does.

This will bring us a little comfort:

Lesson #8: God delights in using average folks like you and

me.

Lesson #9: Our boasting is not in what we ARE but in what

we HAVE BECOME in Jesus Christ.
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Lesson #10: Man’s wisdom leaves man to boast in man; God’s

wisdom leaves man to boast in God.

Lesson #11: Paul wants their faith resting on the Rock of

Revelation rather than the sands of human philosophy.

Here are a few thoughts to end with.

Erwin W. Lutzer wrote a book, Failure: The Back Door to

Success and he describes a story that points up the blood of

Calvary:

(Failure: The Back Door to Success by Erwin W. Lutzer)

When the Israelites were in Egypt, God instructed them

to sprinkle blood on the doorpost of their houses. the angel of

Jehovah was to pass by the homes that night and kill all the

firstborn in Egypt. The only exceptions would be those homes

where blood had been applied. The blood would be for a “sign”

upon the houses, and, when the angel saw the blood, he would

bypass that particular home.

Let’s use our imagination. What if one family decided to

hang a list of its achievements on the door of the house? After

all, wouldn’t God be pleased with their kindness,

prayerfulness, and generosity? The answer is obvious. They

would have been victims of the plague. God said, “When I see

the blood I will pass over you” (Ex. 12:13).

Another family, in their desire to be accepted by God, may

have tacked another list of accomplishments to their door.

These works were done in genuine devotion to Jehovah and

included faithful prayer and separation from sin and sinners.
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Would that have met God’s requirements? Again, no! Only

blood could please God.

Similarly, Christians have prayed, read the Scriptures,

and increased their giving in order to overcome their guilt

complex. Their conscience (activated by Satan) tells them that

they are failures and God is not pleased with them. They try

to meet these accusations by appealing to some of their

accomplishments. They hang all of their spiritual victories on

the door of their lives, hoping that God will accept them.

Satan is delighted! He knows they are hopelessly entangled in

one certain failure after another. If they continue, [this] will

end in despair.

pp. 55-56

In Our Daily Bread there was this great little story:

Your neighbor is wrestling with the engine of his car,

trying to fix it. But every time he puts pressure on a “frozen”

nut, the wrench slips off and he tears up his knuckles on a fan

blade. So you say, “Bill, wait a minute, I’ve got a socket

wrench with an extension on it that will do the job. I’ll go get

it.” Assuming he’ll welcome your coming to his rescue, you run

next door and skip half a dozen steps on your way down to the

basement. There at the bottom of your toolbox is what he

needs. Then back up the stairs you go, nearly tripping over

the dog and your children. After all that, how does your

neighbor respond when you offer your help? You can hardly

believe [it]. [You can’t] believe your ears as he says, “No

thanks, I think I can get it myself.” [It] Makes [all of our]

actions look like a terrible waste, doesn’t it?
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(from Our Daily Bread, October 4, year unknown)

And yet countless, thousands of people say the same thing to

God. They’re busting their knuckles on the fan blade of life. If

God thought we could do it ourselves, there would have been

no necessity for Calvary’s Cross.

Now how do we appropriate the Blood of Christ for our sins?

How do we know Him?

Paul Little does it the best. He says this:

(Small Group Evangelism by Richard Peace)

Mere intellectual assent to facts does not make a person a

Christian any more than mere intellectual assent to facts

makes a person married. Many people’s dissatisfaction with

Christianity is because they are like a person who says: “I

believe in marriage, I’m sold on marriage, I’ve read a dozen

books on marriage and in the last three months I’ve been to

fifteen weddings, but for some strange reason marriage

doesn’t mean anything to me.” The reason is very simple: he

isn’t married. Marriage is not a philosophy…nor is

Christianity…rather it is a dynamic relationship with a living

person, the Lord Jesus Christ. Just as getting married means

giving up our independence, so does receiving Christ. The

essence of sin is living independently of God—going my way

rather than His way. The essence of repentance is the

repudiation of the self-centered principle making Christ and

His will the center of my life. When we marry we think of
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another person in all our decisions. When we receive Christ,

we enter into a consultive relationship with Him about every

area of our lives.

pp. 123-24

Probably one of the neatest writers in the whole area of

sharing Christ with other people is by Rebecca Manley

Pippert. One of her books is called Out of the Saltshaker and

Into the World. She spent an awful lot of her time on the

InterVarsity staff but she was witnessing to college students

who, of course, think they’re really smarter than they are

sometimes. And she tells this cute story, and with this we

close:

(Out of the Saltshaker & Into the World by Rebecca Manley

Pippert)

A few years ago I was invited as part of a team to Stanford

University to teach for a week on evangelism. I lived in a

dorm with the students and on the first day I met Lois. She

was bright and sensitive—and skeptical about the existence of

God. After we had several talks about God, I told her I was

having a Bible study for the floor, to look at the person of

Jesus. She could come and examine the primary source

material as critically as she would a Marxist manifesto.

“Okay, I’ll come. But the Bible won’t have anything

relevant to say to me,” she [kind of cynically responded.]

The next day I discovered Lois was living off campus with

her boyfriend, Phil. To my great surprise he came with her to

the Bible study. Not knowing her background, I had already
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decided to lead the [Bible] study on the woman at the well in

John 4. I began introducing the chapter to the group, [and I]

noticed Phil and Lois sitting there, and suddenly remembered

the passage dealt with a woman who had sexual problems. I

feared Lois would think I planned this just for her.

With a step of faith, I frantically tried to think of how to

avoid the crunch of the passage (though I was sure God had

got me into this mess). Lois and Phil were seated close to my

left. Thinking it would be better if Lois did not read the

passage aloud, I called on Sally, who was immediately to my

right, calculating that if each person read a paragraph aloud,

we would finish before it was Lois’s turn.

To my dismay a girl three seats away from Lois started

reading. (I discovered later it was Sally’s twin sister who

happened to be sitting next to me.) Then Lois read the portion:

“Jesus said to her, ‘You are right in saying, “I have no

husband” … for the man you’re living with now is not your

husband.’” It was her first experience of reading Scripture and

her eyes grew as big as saucers, while I hid behind my Bible1

“I must say, this is a bit more relevant than I had

expected,” she commented with considerable understatement.

And as she saw with what sensitivity and perception Jesus

interacted with the lonely woman, Lois’s face showed how

moved she was.

The next day Lois and I talked again. “Is there any reason

why you couldn’t become a Christian?” I asked.

“No,” she said.

“Well, I can think of one,” I said. “What will you do about

Phil?” Then we talked directly about how becoming a

Christian isn’t merely fire insurance; it’s a relationship that
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affects every aspect of our lives: [our] values, [our] lifestyle,

[our] sexuality. As we talked, it became clear God had been

pursuing her for a long time. There were tears and struggles

followed by an utterly sincere prayer asking Christ to come

into her life [and become her] Lord.

Immediately she said, “Becky, as a young Christian I’ve

got problems. I’ll have to tell Phil and move out; I have no

place to go; it’s impossible to get a dorm room this late, and

now I’ll have to pay this month’s rent in two places.” So we

prayed again, and as she left my room I agonized over how

such a young believer could handle so much.

After dinner the students who had attended the Bible

study stopped me in the hall saying they were fascinated by

the study on Jesus Christ. Then we heard a noise and turned

to see what it was. Here came Lois, slowly walking down the

corridor, carrying several suitcases and smiling with tears

streaming down her cheeks. I silently thanked God. I too felt

the tears slip down [my cheeks]. Seldom have I seen a more

graphic picture of what it means to become a Christian.

Everyone began asking her why she had left home.

“Oh, no. I haven’t left home. I’ve finally found my home,”

she replied. “You see, today I became a Christian.”

That one decision had far-reaching effects. That same

night three girls on the floor decided to get right with Christ.

Another girl who had assumed she was a Christian realized

she [wasn’t and didn’t want any] part of it if it demanded total

commitment. The next day Lois was told she could move into a

dorm (unheard of at such a late date), and she discovered her

new roommate was a dynamic, mature Christian.

Three months later her boyfriend Phil became a

43

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



Christian, and he too grew rapidly. He had been hostile over

her conversion and furious with her for moving out. But after

he was converted he told her, “Thanks, Lois, for loving God

enough to put him first instead of me. Your obedience affected

by eternal destiny.”

pp. 45-47

Father, we thank You for the wisdom of God. We thank You so

much that He’s all wrapped in a Person who died on a Cross

for us. Yes, we must go home by the way of the cross. There’s

no other way but this. Father, enable us to scrutinize our own

lives, asking ourselves seriously the question: Is the wisdom of

God and the power of God at work in our individual lives? And

if perchance there is someone who has not appropriated

personally Jesus Christ as Savior, may they receive Him as

Savior and Lord. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

44

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:

Running to Win

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

STUDY NUMBER TWO – 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-2:5

NOTES

v. 18 For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing

foolishness, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

v. 19 For it has been written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the

wise, and the discernment of those who have the ability to discern

I will frustrate.”

v. 20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the

debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the

world?

v. 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom

did not come to know God, God was well pleased through the

foolishness of the message preached to save those who are

believing.

v. 22 For indeed Jews are asking for signs, and Greeks are

searching for wisdom.

v. 23 But we are preaching Christ, the one who has been crucified;

to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness,

v. 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ

the power of God and the wisdom of God.

v. 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the

weakness of God is stronger than men.

v. 26 For take a good look at your call, brethren, that there were

not many wise according to human standards, not many powerful,

not many well born;

v. 27 but God picked out the foolish things of the world in order

that He might put to shame the wise, and God picked out the

weak things of the world in order that He might put to shame the

powerful.
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NOTES

v. 28 And the insignificant (not well born) of the world and those

who have been utterly despised, God picked out, the things that

are not, in order that He might nullify the things that are,

v. 29 in order that no flesh should boast before God.

v. 30 But out from Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became

wisdom to us from God, both righteousness and sanctification, and

redemption,

v. 31 in order that, just as it has been written: “He who is boasting,

let him be boasting in the Lord.”

2:v.1 And when I came to you, brethren, I came not as a superior

person in speech or wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of

God.

v. 2 For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus

Christ, and that One having been crucified.

v. 3 And I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much

trembling.

v. 4 And my word (message) and my preaching were not in

persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit

and of power,

v. 5 in order that your faith should not be resting on the wisdom of

men, but on the power of God.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:5 and in your own words pull out

the main thought of this passage.

2. How do the Christian and the non-Christian differ in their

views of the cross, according to verse 18?
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3. What has God done with the wisdom of the world, according

to verse 20?

4. What has God done, according to verse 21?

5. What are the Jews and Greeks looking for, according to

verse 22?

6. What has God done, according to verses 27 and 28?

7. Why has He done this, according to verse 29?
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8. Describe Paul’s ministry, according to chapter 2:1-5.

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular

study?

LESSON #1: The cross of Jesus Christ divides men.

LESSON #2: The cross is to those who are perishing

foolishness.

LESSON #3: God is wanting us totally dependent upon Him.

LESSON #4: Believing on the Lord Jesus Christ is the single
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condition of salvation.

LESSON #5: Wisdom fails to recognize sin, Christ crucified

does.

LESSON #6: Christ and His cross represent the power of God.

LESSON #7: Christ offers the power to change our lives and

the wisdom to live them.

LESSON #8: God delights in using average folks like you and

me.

LESSON #9: Our boasting is not in what we are but in what

we have become in Jesus Christ.

LESSON #10: Man’s wisdom leaves man to boast in man;

God’s wisdom leaves man to boast in God.

LESSON #11: Paul wants their faith resting on the Rock of

Revelation rather than the sands of human philosophy.

49

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 




