
A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:

Running to Win

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

Study Number Three – 1 Corinthians 2:6-16

Why is it that we have great intentions about what we’re

going to do in the realm of the diet and then we don’t do it?

The same thing is true spiritually. We have great intentions

about what we’re going to do. Everyone’s grave is going to be

filled with great intentions on spiritual things.

We recognize the fact that there are things we shouldn’t do

and we still do them.

Paul says in Romans 7: “The good that I would not, that I find

I’m always doing. And that which I ought to do, I don’t ever

seem to get done.” (ref. Romans 7:19)

Now there is a difference, as far as Paul is concerned, about

the Christian life. There’s a difference, as far as Paul’s

concerned, about life in general. To the Corinthians they’re

having horrendous problems and so they’ve written a list.

The very first problem that we faced in our first study is

they’re DIVIDED—they’re not united as brothers and sisters
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in the body of Christ. Actually the church is quartered. There

are those who are following Paul, those who are following

Apollos, those who are following Peter, and those who are

following Christ. So it’s a tragic, tragic set of circumstances.

Then Paul begins to address one of the major issues, and that

is the conflict between the “wisdom of God” and the “wisdom of

men.”

It is:

What does God think? and

What does man think?

And of course it has been made quite clear that what man

thinks is foolishness. And of course God’s wisdom ultimately

prevails. In our lives, when we’re trying to make decisions,

when we’re trying to live life that is pleasing to Him, our cry

ought to be for the wisdom of God, because the wisdom of man

will fail every time.

And it’s not just enough to know the wisdom of God but then

to go ahead and implement it.

James 1:22 says:

James 1:22

Be ye doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving your
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own selves.

Now our KEY VERSE was:

1 Corinthians 1:9

God is faithful, through who you were called into fellowship

with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

And as we ended our last study, Paul was using himself as an

illustration of the wisdom of God. He says in chapter 2:

1 Corinthians 2:2

I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus

Christ and that One having been crucified.

And he says, “I want your faith to rest on the ROCK of

revelation rather than the shifting SANDS of human wisdom

and human philosophy.”

The apostle is going to pick up from there and he’s going to

show us the difference between HUMAN WISDOM and

GOD’S WISDOM. And give us an idea of how desperately we

need to know God’s wisdom that we might have blessing in

our lives, and then be courageous enough to open ourselves up

to allow God’s wisdom to prevail.

True success, true fulfillment, true happiness in life comes

only when we are living by God’s wisdom rather than by our
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own. And for us to get to that point is a breaking process. It’s a

humiliating process because we have to finally say, “I really

don’t know and God I’m waiting for You to lead and to guide

and to direct.”

Now watch that unfold.

Romans 8:28

God is working all things together for good to those who love

God and to those who are the called according to His purpose.

We don’t have to understand it and it can be totally contrary

to human wisdom—and a lot of times it is—but it is God’s

ultimate plan.

Isaiah 55:8, 9

“My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my

ways,” saith the Lord. “For as the heavens are higher than the

earth, so are my ways higher than your ways; and my

thoughts than your thoughts.”

So the apostle, as he winds this thing down on the whole

discourse of wisdom and as we come to the end of chapter 2, is

going to move into some things in our next study that are

really critical and crucial to our understanding of our spiritual

orientation. But on the wisdom part of it, in these verses he’s

showing us the difference between the two. And may God

bring blessing to us from the exposition of these verses. Let’s
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pick up at verse 6.

v. 6 Yet we are speaking a wisdom among those who are

mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age, nor of

the rulers of this age, who are passing away;

“Yet we are speaking a wisdom among those who are mature;

a wisdom, however, not of this age, nor of the rulers of this

age, who are passing away;”

He says, as a Christian we don’t have to put our brains on the

shelf.

“we are speaking in wisdom among those who are mature;”

The word “mature” is a time word. It’s a word that tells us

there is no instant package of spirituality. We can’t all of a

sudden become grown up in Jesus Christ. Now we can come to

know Him as Savior, but we’re born into the family as a little

child with no wisdom and no understanding from God’s

perspective. And as we grow in the Lord, we get ahold of His

wisdom, we get ahold of His mind, and our life begins to be

oriented around what He has for our life.

Now never let anybody say we can get the whole nine yards in

just one simple little decision.

Hebrews 5 makes it quite clear:

Hebrews 5:14
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solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have had

their senses trained to discern good and evil.

Let’s put it this way, growth in the Christian life is a very

painful process, and it takes a lifetime. And the work will not

be completed until ultimately we’re in the presence of the

Lord.

But the wonderful thing about life is the wisdom of God is

available to those who are humble enough to receive it and are

willing to walk with God to discern what He’s doing in their

lives.

Proverbs 9:10-12

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,

and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding….

The more we get to know God, the more we understand the

painful process of growth that’s going on in our life and what

He’s trying to do.

James 1:5 is a wonderful verse because it’s tucked away in the

pain of life. We can use this verse when we’re getting ready to

take an exam.

James 1:5

If anyone lacks wisdom, let him ask of God who gives to all
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men liberally.

That’s not what he’s saying. He’s saying that anybody who

lacks wisdom to relate to the circumstances in their lives, God

has promised to give that wisdom and He will not chide us for

coming often to seek that wisdom because that’s what God

wants.

He’s talking about a wisdom which is wisdom for the

mature—the people who’ve grown up in the Lord begin to

understand the wisdom of God.

“[It’s] not of this age,”

2 Corinthians 4:4

In whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of

the unbelieving, that they should not see the light of the

gospel of the glory of Christ…

Luke 12:19, 20

“And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have many goods laid up

for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be

merry.’… [That’s the wisdom of the world. What’s the wisdom

of God?] God said to him, ‘You fool! You’re not wise. This very

night your soul shall be required of you; then whose will those

things be which you have provided?’”

Oftentimes in our arrogance, so oftentimes when we are
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successful, we feel that is the epitome of wisdom. And God

says it isn’t if we’re doing all that independent of Him. Real

wisdom comes when a man is locked, steps in the wisdom of

God, discovers what that is. And he lives properly in that kind

of a relationship.

1 John 2:15-17

Don’t love the world, nor the things that are in the world. The

world is passing away, and also it’s lust, … but the one who is

doing the will of God abides forever.

So what Paul is saying is this wisdom is not a people of this

age. This wisdom is not “the rulers of this age” because that’s

“passing away” and God’s wisdom is eternal.

Now what are the THREE DOMINANT PHILOSOPHIES or

the “wisdoms” of the day in which we live?

1. The first one’s PLEASURE, isn’t it? HEDONISM. It’s the

belief that pleasure is the ultimate—that’s the chief end of

life—to pleasure oneself.

2. Then there is MATERIALISM. It’s the belief that things

are the chief value of life.

3. Then there is HUMANISM. It’s the belief that man is the

chief actor of life and he can fulfill the drama of life with

meaning and purpose.
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Now we can take all three of those and realize that every one

of them is going to pass away. Probably all three of those

things were what this fella had when he said, “I’m going to

take my ease. I’m going to eat, drink and be merry.” But God

said, “You fool.” (see Luke 12:19, 20) Because we have not

properly related all these things to the wisdom of God.

v. 7 but we are speaking God’s wisdom in a mystery, a

wisdom having been hidden, which God decided

upon beforehand before the ages to our glory;

“but we are speaking God’s wisdom in a mystery, a wisdom

having been hidden, which God decided upon beforehand

before the ages to our glory;”

“we are speaking God’s wisdom in a mystery,”

Now what does that mean?

“we are speaking God’s wisdom in a mystery,”

When we use the term “mystery” we think of Angela Lansbury

and “Murder She Wrote,” don’t we? That’s about as far as we

can get when we think of the term “mystery.”

The Bible never uses a word like that. When the Bible uses

the word “mystery” it is a revelation that is made known in

the New Testament that was not made known in the Old

Testament.
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The apostle Paul had the glorious privilege of revealing at

least THREE MYSTERIES that we know of.

1. The first one was the mystery of the JEWS and

GENTILES coming together in the church of God.

2. The second one is the mystery of now when we become a

CHRISTIAN, we are placed in Jesus Christ. That was not

known in the Old Testament.

But the greatest mystery that’s so exciting to us is right in

this epistle. In 1 Corinthians 15 he says:

1 Corinthians 15:51

Behold, I tell show you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but

we shall all be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an

eye.

3. What’s that? That’s the mystery of the RAPTURE of the

church, and that can happen today. We need to be ready!

The time of that mystery being fulfilled—we don’t know. But

there’s nothing standing in the way of it prophetically. Take it

by faith, that can happen right before we leave the room.

Now, Jesus used this term “mystery.” In Matthew 13 he says

this—He’s telling all these parables about the kingdom, about

the sower and the seed and the dragnet and all those different

things, and he says this:
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Matthew 13:11

“To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the

kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been granted.

In essence He’s saying to them, “You can understand these

things because the Spirit of God is enlightening your mind to

understand it. But to them it is not so. They can’t understand

it because they don’t have the equipment, nor do they have the

desire to know the mystery.”

So Paul is just simply saying, “we are speaking God’s wisdom

in a mystery.” Alright, now he’s going to describe it: “a wisdom

having been hidden, which God decided upon beforehand

before the ages to our glory.”

The wisdom of God—the more we know it, the more we search

it, the more thrilled we are with it to realize how deep God

runs and how wonderfully He works. And the way He works is

so unpredictable! It has to be or we can put it on automatic

pilot and go to our own demise.

When we’re living on a short fuse and we don’t know whether

it’s going to blow up in the next minute or not, we’re

dependent and we’re waiting upon God and He loves both of

those things.

When God is unpredictable—and He is—and His wisdom is

beyond past finding out. And with the natural man, we can’t
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understand it—it’s “been hidden.” But all of that wisdom that

has “been hidden” was for “our glory.”

Nobody ever dreamed that when that little baby was born in

Bethlehem that 33 years later He would die on a cruel Cross

and that would purchase our redemption. What a magnificent

demonstration of the wisdom of God to the whole world! To

take a tragedy like the Crucifixion and say, “This purchases

your redemption! This is My plan for redeeming mankind and

bringing fallen man back into the presence of a holy God,

being acceptable because of the righteousness of My Son being

applied to you!”

That’s just a little taste of the wisdom of God and how it works

out. It’s all for “our glory” the way He planned it.

v. 8 the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age

have understood; for if they had understood it, they

would not have crucified the Lord of glory;

“the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age have

understood; for if they had understood it, they would not have

crucified the Lord of glory;”

Isn’t that a great verse? You know that tells you right there.

He says, “we are speaking God’s wisdom in a mystery.” It’s a

“wisdom which none of the rulers of this age have

understood.”

Because “if they had understood it”—that is God’s
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wisdom—then “they would not have crucified the Lord of

glory.”

We’re glad that they didn’t understand it, aren’t we? And they

“crucified the Lord of glory?” Because that crucifixion

purchased our redemption. And we glory in the Cross. We

glory in what God has done in His magnificent love and

wisdom to provide eternal redemption for those who would

simply reach out and receive His Son.

That glorious wisdom is revealed time after time in the

Scripture. We saw it in:

1 Corinthians 1:18

The word of the cross is to those who are perishing

foolishness, but to us who are saved it is the power of God.

We see it in Acts when Peter says:

Acts 2:22, 23

“Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a

man attested to you by God with many miracles and wonders

and signs which God performed through Him in your midst,

just as you yourselves know—this Man, delivered up by the

predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a

cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.

And then it says:
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Acts 2:24

And God raised Him up from the dead again, putting an end

to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be

held in its power.

That’s God’s wisdom.

God’s wisdom prevails if we’re just simply letting ourselves be

available to that wisdom. Allowing Him to order and to work

in our lives and to guide and direct.

It’s hard to believe all the wonderful things God has done and

is doing. And we should look forward to seeing Him do more

because we know Him and we understand that He is good.

That we understand He can be trusted, and He can take

horrendous difficulties and turn them around for good and

bring blessing and benefit from circumstances that seem

totally un-understandable—no ability to grasp—but God is at

work behind all of that.

v. 9 but even as it has been written: “Things which eye

has not seen and ear has not heard, and which have

not entered the heart of man, so many things as

God prepared for those who are loving Him.

“but even as it has been written: “Things which eye has not

seen and ear has not heard, and which have not entered the

heart of man, so many things as God prepared for those who
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are loving Him.”

Now the wisdom of God, by the illustration of the Crucifixion

in which this context is, Jesus Christ died. How’s the wisdom

of God seen in that? Well nobody had an eye to see God’s

wisdom in Jesus dying on the Cross, right? Nobody had the

foggiest notion! Why Peter even said just prior to the Cross,

“They’re going to get me before they get You! Far be from it,

but that’ll never happen!”

Ear hasn’t heard it. Nobody grasped the Cross. Nobody

understood Isaiah 53:3 written 700 years before this:

Isaiah 53:3

Surely hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows. We did

esteem and stricken, smitten of God and afflicted.

They didn’t understand that! Their eyes could not see it, their

ears could not hear it, and it had never entered the heart of

anybody in their wildest imagination, the wisdom of God, in

taking the tragedy of Calvary and turning it around so that

we can see it from our perspective today as the means of the

purchase of redemption.

“so many things as God prepared for those

who”—WHAT?—“are loving Him.”

What a claim!
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A guy in the world says, “Well, I can’t believe it if I don’t see it.

And I can’t believe it if I don’t hear it. And I’ve got to think

about it.”

Well the wisdom of God is totally contrary to all of that. It is

“prepared only for those who love Him.” It is a TOTAL,

COMPLETE, OVERWHELMING surprise beyond our fondest

imaginations—what God has in mind.

2 Timothy 3:7

always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of

the truth.

There are an awful lot of people in that place, always trying to

learn but never really coming to the knowledge of the truth.

We as believers have the Spirit of God which guides us into

truth and is available to teach us wisdom.

Deuteronomy 29:29 is a wonderful verse to put here:

Deuteronomy 29:29

The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things

revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may

follow all the words of this law.

When we think of the word “prepared” we think of the motto

of the Boy Scouts. We want to be prepared and yet there’s

another place that word occurs that really is very important.
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In John 14, remember? Just hours before the Cross, what did

Jesus say?

John 14:3

“…I am going to prepare a place for you. And if I go and

prepare a place for you, I am going to come again, and receive

you unto Myself;…

It’s taken Him over 2,000 years. He must be preparing a

fabulous place that eye has never seen, ear hasn’t heard and

we can’t even—it would blow our mind if we tried to figure it

out. It’s never entered into our heart the things which the

Lord has prepared.

Now He’s not only prepared for us a PLACE TO LIVE

eternally, which is wonderful.

But there’s a whole package of AMENITIES that go with this

deal that we can’t even comprehend.

For instance, we know He’s prepared for us ETERNAL LIFE

through the Cross. Boy that is an incredible, incredible act of

God’s wisdom.

He’s prepared for us FORGIVENESS for sin if we’ll just avail

ourselves of the gift of His Son, which provides total and

complete forgiveness.

And He’s prepared a RIGHTEOUSNESS for us, which is not
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our own because our own is not acceptable in His sight. It is

His righteousness that clothes us, acceptable in God’s

presence. All of that is a vital part of the wisdom of God.

v. 10 for to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for

the Spirit is continually exploring all things, even

the depths of God.

“for to us”—here we go—“God revealed them through the

Spirit; for the Spirit is continually exploring all things, even

the depths of God.”

“to us God revealed them through the Spirit;”

Why does the Spirit of God come into the heart at the moment

of salvation? He is there as the Master Teacher.

Now He does not function as a teacher. If we’re grieving Him

by sin or we’re quenching Him by resistance, but if we’re

walking in the Spirit dependent upon Him, then the Spirit of

God will teach us God’s wisdom.

We know as much about God’s wisdom as we have allowed this

Teacher, the Spirit of God, to guide us into truth. It’s an

invaluable equation.

The Spirit + Truth = The amount of time that we’ve spent in

the presence of the Word of God and with the Spirit, the level

of our maturity.
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That’s the whole process of SPIRITUAL GROWTH. It is

getting ahold of God’s wisdom and ordering our lives by that

wisdom. That makes us mature—grows us up—in Jesus

Christ.

John 16:13—this is in the midst of His final words, too, just

before Calvary:

John 16:13

“But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you

into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative,

but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to

you what is to come.

Now we can put Romans 11:33-34 here.

“the Spirit is continually exploring all things, even the depths

of God.”

Romans 11:33, 34

Oh the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and the

knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and

unfathomable His ways! For who has known the mind of the

Lord, or who became His counselor?

We cannot limit God! We simply come to avail ourselves with

His sovereign purpose, revealing His wisdom.
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One dear guy, after losing a very dear friend in a tragic

accident, shared this poem by John Oxenham. It’s called

“God’s Handwriting”:

(The Disciplines of Life by V. Raymond Edman)

He writes in characters too grand

For our short sight to understand;

We catch but broken strokes, and try

To fathom all the mystery

Of withered hopes, of death, of life,

The endless war, the useless strife—

But there, with larger, clearer sight,

We shall see this—His way was right.

p. 166

1 Corinthians 13:12

We see through a glass darkly, but then face to face; we know

in part, but then we’re going to know even as we’ve known.

It’s going to seem incredible as the pieces fall together and we

realize how much we’ve missed the wisdom of God by our

inability to order our priorities to spend time to allow the

Spirit of God to teach us the wisdom of God.

Now he uses a great illustration here in verse 11.

v. 11 For who among men is knowing the thoughts of a

man except the spirit of the man, which is in him?
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In the same manner also the thoughts of God no

one has known except the Spirit of God.

“For who among men is knowing the thoughts of a man except

the spirit of the man, which is in him? In the same manner

also the thoughts of God no one has known except the Spirit of

God.”

Now let’s land on that verse like a duck on a junebug here for

a few minutes and see what he’s trying to say to us.

Why? The spirit of a man within another person allows us to

think, “Hey, I’m like that.”

What’s he saying? The only way we can know God is by the

Spirit of God! Nobody knows God or God’s wisdom except the

Spirit of God, and He’s the One to guide us into truth.

Ray Stedman uses a great illustration. He says this:

[Did] you ever try to tell your troubles to your dog? I know

people who do. I’ve done it myself. A dog is man’s best friend;

he seems so sympathetic. If you talk to your dog, he’ll whine,

wag his tail, and lick you on the face. He knows you’re trying

to get something across; he is trying so hard to understand,

but he cannot comprehend the things of a man. If you sit down

and tell your troubles to your wife, however, she will

understand. Or if you tell your troubles to your husband, or

your friend, they will understand. Fortunate is the man whose

wife is his friend, or the woman whose husband is her friend.
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They can understand because the spirit which is in man

shares a common basis of knowledge.

(source unknown)

J. Vernon McGee says:

You and I can understand each other because we have human

spirits. For instance, I know how you feel when you fall down.

It’s embarrassing, isn’t it? One snowy morning in Nashville I

watched an elder of my church come out of his house with two

scuttles full of ashes that he was taking out to the alleyway to

dump into his garbage can. He slipped and fell, but he held

onto the scuttles. He didn’t spill an ash, but he really fell hard.

He got up and looked all over the landscape to see if anybody

had watched him. Why did he do that? He was embarrassed. I

know exactly how he felt, because it sure did look funny and I

couldn’t help but laugh.

(source unknown)

Understand that?

“In the same manner also the thoughts of God no one has

known except the Spirit of God.”

We don’t have anybody but the Spirit of God in us. We have

the spirit of a man. And the Spirit of God is the only One who

can guide us into all truth. And if we’re going to know it, it’s

going to come from Him.
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v. 12 Now we received, not the spirit of the world, but

the Spirit who is from God, in order that we might

come to know the things freely given to us by God,

“Now we received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit

who is from God,”—PURPOSE—“in order that we might come

to know the things freely given to us by God,”

Now let’s circle the VERBS here. It helps us get the argument.

Look at verse 9—God “PREPARED for those who are loving

Him.”

Look at verse 10—God “REVEALED them through the Spirit.”

Look at verse 12—“we RECEIVED not the spirit of the world,

but the Spirit who is from God.”

Everything we get from God, we RECEIVE as a GIFT.

John 1:12

But as many as received Him, to them gave He the right to

become children of God, even to those who believe in His

name.

And it is “freely given.” Now there’s one more verb. Why?

“in order that we might COME TO KNOW”—there’s the other

one—“the things freely given to us by God.”
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We can put those FOUR VERBS together and summarize the

whole thing.

1. God PREPARED for those who love Him,

2. God REVEALED them through His Spirit,

3. we RECEIVED the Spirit, and

4. “we COME TO KNOW the things that are freely given to

us from God.”

There’s the PROCESS of getting a handle on the wisdom of

God, that our life might be blessed by Him.

v. 13 which things we also are speaking, not in words

taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by

the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with

spiritual words.

“which things we also are speaking, not in words taught by

human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining

spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.”

Understand what’s being said? If we are, the Spirit of God

right now is guiding us into truth. If we don’t understand, and

we’re having a hard time reigning ourselves to this, we don’t

know Jesus Christ. The Spirit of God is not functioning in our

life right now.
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It delights the heart of every child of God to understand the

wisdom of God, and it’s revealed by the Spirit.

But notice the next verse, because it’s very sobering.

v. 14 But the unspiritual man is not accepting the

things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness

to him, and he is not able to understand them,

because it must be examined in a manner

consistent with the (divine) Spirit.

“But the unspiritual man is not accepting the things of the

Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he is not

able to understand them, because it must be examined in a

manner consistent with the (divine) Spirit.”

Alright, let’s make some definitions. Who is the “unspiritual

man” here? This is a person who has not come to know Jesus

Christ. And Paul chooses to use a term that says he is

“unspiritual”—he doesn’t have the presence of the Spirit of

God in his life.

So what does he do? He “is not accepting the things of the

Spirit of God.”

Ever been around some people like that? They just don’t have

the time of day for “the things of the Spirit of God” and they

will not organize their lives at all to get to know Him because

they have preconceived ideas about it. And so they reject
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it—“not accepting the things of the Spirit of God.”

Now that word “not accepting” has more in it than just saying

“No thank you.” That word has an ATTITUDE and an

ACTION both.

The ATTITUDE is—he doesn’t have the capacity.

And the ACTION is—he doesn’t want it. He’s not accepting it.

He doesn’t have the equipment but he’s saying, “I don’t want

it.”

It’s not going to the door and seeing an encyclopedia salesman

and gently saying, “No thank you.” It’s going to the door and

saying, “No thank you!” and slamming the door. That’s the

picture.

“not accepting the things of the Spirit of God;”

Who’s an illustration in the Bible of that? The Scribes and the

Pharisees are an incredible illustration of that, all during the

time of Christ. Jesus looked around at them angrily in the

synagogue in Mark 3:5 and He was grieved at their

callousness of heart. Their hearts were filled with murder,

envy, bitterness, strife, competition and all the ugly things. As

a result, they were resisting everything He said.

And so they were:

“not accepting the things of the Spirit of God; for they are
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foolishness to him,”

Realize that we have seen that word “foolishness” already SIX

different times?

1. It’s back in:

1 Corinthians 1:18

The word of the cross is to those who are perishing

FOOLISHNESS,

2. It’s in:

1 Corinthians 1:20

God made FOOLISH the wisdom of the world?

3. In 1:21:

1 Corinthians 1:21

God was well pleased through the FOOLISHNESS of the

message preached to save those who are believing.

4. In 1:23:

1 Corinthians 1:23

we are preaching Christ, the one who has been crucified; for
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the Jews are a stumbling block and the Gentiles

FOOLISHNESS.

5. In 1:25:

1 Corinthians 1:25

because the FOOLISHNESS of God is wiser than men…

6. In 1:27:

1 Corinthians 1:27

God picked out the FOOLISH things of the world…

“they are foolishness to him,”

And secondly:

“he is not able to understand them,”

Because he does not have the presence of the Spirit of God

within him.

William Barclay, when he describes this “unspiritual man” in

his Greek word study, says this:

…Paul speaks of the man who is [unspiritual]. He is the man

who lives as if there was nothing beyond physical life; as if

there were no needs other than physical needs and material
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needs; whose values are all physical and material values, who

judges everything from purely physical and material

standards. A man like that cannot understand spiritual

things. A man who thinks that nothing is more important

than the satisfaction of the sex urge cannot understand the

meaning of chastity; a man who ranks the amassing of

material things as the supreme end of life cannot understand

generosity; a man who thinks his appetite is the last word

cannot understand purity; and a man who has never a

thought beyond this world cannot understand the things of

God. To him they look like mere foolishness. No man need be

like this; but if he forever stifles “the immortal longings” that

are in his soul he may make himself like this, and, if he does,

the Spirit of God will speak and he will not hear.

(source unknown)

Can we be still enough to say, “Speak Lord for Thy servant

heareth”? (see 1 Samuel 3:10)

Isaiah 30:21

Thine ear shall hear a word behind thee saying, this is the

way walk ye in it, when you turn to the right hand and to the

left.

Are we sensitive to the Spirit of God?

Into the world to eat and to sleep

And to know no reason why he was born,

Save to consume the corn,
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devour the cattle, flock and fish,

And leave behind an empty dish.

(source unknown)

“the unspiritual man is not accepting the things of the Spirit

of God; they are foolishness to him, he is not able to

understand them, because it must be examined in a manner

consistent with the (divine) Spirit.”

He is the Teacher.

Now look at verses 15 and 16 because they talk about a

different man.

v. 15 But he who is spiritual is examining all things, yet

he himself is not being examined by anyone.

“But he who is spiritual is examining all things, yet he himself

is not being examined by anyone.”

Ever been around a new believer? It is such a joy. What are

they doing? They’re examining everything. They just read the

Bible, they memorize it.

1 Peter 2:2

as newborn babes desire the sincere milk of the word, that you

may grow thereby.

So the “spiritual [person] is examining all things.”
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And then there’s that troublesome phrase:

“yet he himself is being examined by no one.”

What does that mean?

Some people take that to mean that he’s above criticism and

that’s not what that means. As we’re growing in the Lord, we

make mistakes. We’re not perfect. And people have valid

criticism of us so that’s not what he means.

What he really means here is nobody understands him. Ever

had somebody, since becoming a Christian, say “I don’t

understand you. You’re weird! You talk about reading the

Bible and you talk about praying and you talk about

fellowshipping with the believers, and the deepening

relationship. You’re weird!”?

And so basically that’s the way the world looks at us. Nobody’s

examining us. They can’t understand us and our delight in the

law of the Lord and our hunger and our appetite for the things

of the Spirit of God.

v. 16 For who has known the mind of the Lord, that he

should instruct Him? But we are having the mind of

Christ.

“For who has known the mind of the Lord, that he should

instruct Him? But we are having the mind of Christ.”
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Psalm 119:18

Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law.

Luke 24:45

He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures.

Philippians 2:5

Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ

Jesus.

Philippians 4:8

Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,

whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,

whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence, if there’s

anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these

things.

J. I. Packer in Hot Tub Religion describes Isaac Watts’

description of our minds as believers:

(Hot Tub Religion: Christian Living in a Materialistic World

by J. I. Packer)

My thoughts surmount these lower skies,

And look within the veil;
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There springs of endless pleasure rise,

The waters never fail.

There I behold, with sweet delight,

The blessed Three in One;

And strong affections fix my sight

On God’s [eternal] Son.

His promise stands forever firm,

His grace shall ne’er depart;

He binds my name upon his arm,

And seals it on his heart.

Light are the pains that nature brings;

How short our sorrows are,

When with eternal future things

The present we compare!

I would not be a stranger still

To that celestial place

Where I forever hope to dwell,

And see my Savior’s face.

p. 101

That’s the “mind of Christ.” That’s the way we need to be

thinking. And if we’re going to think God’s thoughts, we have

to put God’s thoughts in our lives.

As a result of saturating our minds with the Word of God, we

begin to know God’s wisdom. The Spirit guides us into truth.
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These lessons came from the verses that we just finished

looking at.

Lesson #1: God’s wisdom is not able to be understood apart

from the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.

Lesson #2: God has prepared and is preparing many things for

those who love Him.

How expectant and intense our anticipation should be in view

of that.

Lesson #3: Truth is revealed to us by the Spirit of God.

Lesson #4: The unspiritual man is not accepting the things of

the Spirit of God.

Lesson #5: The spiritual man is free to examine all things.

He’s open, he’s transparent—he examines all things.

Lesson #6: A primary characteristic of a mature believer—a

primary characteristic of a mature believer—is a heart open to

the Spirit of God to be taught.

Do we have that attitude? Or do we have a spirit of

know-it-all? Do we have a spirit of “you aren’t going to teach

me anything”?

May God help us if that’s the kind of attitude we have. We’re
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not going to know very much of the wisdom of God.

James 3:13-18

Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by

his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom. If you

have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, don’t

be arrogant and lie against the truth. This wisdom is not that

which comes down from above, but is earthly, and natural, and

demonic. For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there

is disorder and every evil thing. But the wisdom from above is

first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy

and good fruits, unwavering and without hypocrisy. And the

seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those

who make peace.

Jesus warns us not to “cast our pearls before the swine.” (see

Matthew 7:6)

Basically what He’s talking about are the pearls of wisdom

that we’ve learned.

The world is not going to accept it, they’re not going to

appreciate it, and they’re not going to acknowledge it. The

unspiritual man is not going to understand it or appreciate it.

The world’s wisdom always says there’s more than one way to

skin a cat. There’s a second opinion. There’s a creative

alternative.
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But the wisdom of God is totally different. The wisdom of the

world says, “Eat, drink and be merry; for tomorrow we die.”

The world’s wisdom says:

Go ahead and have an abortion.

Go ahead and get a divorce.

Go ahead and try drugs.

Go ahead and smoke and drink and live for the here and now.

Get as much as we can.

The wisdom of the world says:

It’s okay to be a homosexual.

It’s alright to be intellectually broad-minded and consider all

the alternatives.

That’s the wisdom of the world.

The wisdom of God is completely different.

If God feels at a distance, guess who moved. God’s waiting to

reveal. He wants to meet with us. And when we resign

ourselves from all the struggles, and when all is said and

done, we come into His presence and with holy
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resignation—the resignation of Jacob saying, “If I’m bereaved,

I’m bereaved,” of Esther, “If I perish, I perish”—may God’s will

be done and accomplished.

Is it possible to be in the ministry and to be involved in the

work of the Lord and with fervor and enthusiasm not to live

by the wisdom of God?

Bob Pierce formed World Vision, Korean Orphan’s Choir and

did horrendous things overseas, but he lost his family. Is that

the wisdom of God? Listen to his wife:

(Days of Glory, Seasons of Night by Marilee Pierce Dunker)

I picture you eating lunch somewhere in Korea. It’s 8 p.m.

here. I’ve just finished shampooing Marilee’s tresses, so

thought I’d write at this advantageous time while she dries

her hair. We are enjoy Daily Light together…

We pray for you each day together, and I remember you

several times a day. I don’t want a moment of any day wasted.

I pray to that end. If all these days are counted in God’s great

plan for souls and His kingdom’s work, then I want to keep

breathing, living, [and] waiting for you.

Well, I [didn’t] mean to be morbid. If it bothers you, tear it

up and don’t read it again. But I told you I would be putting

some things on paper that I’d been feeling for a long time. I

have to. You do the same if you like. I want so badly for you to

really know me—for me to know you. You seem so far from me

at times and then again, you are so very much [much] mine.

pp. 97-98
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Now is that the wisdom of God? So many times we can get so

consumed and so involved in things we forget that the wisdom

of God is to keep our priorities straight.

We have to examine our hearts and be sure that we’re living

in the wisdom of God.

Karen Burton Mains put it this way:

(Child Sexual Abuse: A Hope for Healing by Maxine Hancock

and Karen Burton Mains)

For all that is behind, thanks.

For all that is ahead, yes.

p. 59

Now if we can just get to that place where we can thank Him

for everything that’s happened and for everything that’s

coming. “Yes, I want to do what You want me to do.”

A man who fails to pray limits himself to his own resources.

But as we humbly begin to pray and to seek God’s face, we’re

going to know the mind of the Lord and we’re going to sense it,

and there’s going to be a prevailing sense of peace.

Isaiah 32:17

The work of righteousness shall be peace, and the effect of

righteousness, quietness and assurance forever.
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Father, we just pray this for these people. Thank You that

we’ve been able to talk about the differences between how the

world thinks and how You think. And we pray that we would

open ourselves up to the magnificent, beautiful, multi-faceted

wisdom of God and see it prevail in our lives and see You bring

blessing and joy because we’re walking in line with that

wisdom and finding our fulfillment and our joy. In Jesus’ name

we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:

Running to Win

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

STUDY NUMBER THREE – 1 CORINTHIANS 2:6-16

NOTES

v. 6 Yet we are speaking a wisdom among those who are mature; a

wisdom, however, not of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who

are passing away;

v. 7 but we are speaking God’s wisdom in a mystery, a wisdom

having been hidden, which God decided upon beforehand before

the ages to our glory;

v. 8 the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age have

understood; for if they had understood it, they would not have

crucified the Lord of glory;

v. 9 but even as it has been written: “Things which eye has not

seen and ear has not heard, and which have not entered the heart

of man, so many things as God prepared for those who are loving

Him.

v. 10 for to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit

is continually exploring all things, even the depths of God.

v. 11 For who among men is knowing the thoughts of a man except

the spirit of the man, which is in him? In the same manner also

the thoughts of God no one has known except the Spirit of God.

v. 12 Now we received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit

who is from God, in order that we might come to know the things

freely given to us by God,

v. 13 which things we also are speaking, not in words taught by

human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining

spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.

v. 14 But the unspiritual man is not accepting the things of the

Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he is not able to

understand them, because it must be examined in a manner

consistent with the (divine) Spirit.
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NOTES

v. 15 But he who is spiritual is examining all things, yet he himself

is not being examined by anyone.

v. 16 For who has known the mind of the Lord, that he should

instruct Him? But we are having the mind of Christ.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Corinthians 2:6-16 and in your own words pull out

the main thought of this passage.

2. Where is Paul’s wisdom coming from, according to verses 6

& 7?

3. What would the world not have done if it had understood

the wisdom of God, according to verse 8?

4. What do we have to look forward to, according to verse 9?
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5. How does God reveal truth to us, according to verses 10 &

11?

6. What is the purpose for the giving of the Spirit, according to

verse 12?

7. Describe the unspiritual man in verse 14.

8. Describe the spiritual man, according to verse 15.

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular

study?

LESSON #1: God’s wisdom is not able to be understood apart

from the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.

LESSON #2: God has prepared and is preparing many things

for those who love Him.

LESSON #3: Truth is revealed to us by the Spirit of God.

LESSON #4: The unspiritual man is not accepting the things

of the Spirit of God.

LESSON #5: The spiritual man is free to examine all things.

LESSON #6: A primary characteristic of a mature believer is a

heart open to the Spirit of God to be taught.
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