
A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:

Running to Win

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

Study Number Four – 1 Corinthians 3:1-15

All of us fit somewhere in the passage of Scripture. We all find

ourselves in this one, so we cannot say that we wish so-and-so

was here because they needed this message. This one has

everybody included. It’s the only one of that kind of nature

that we can say that.

(The House on the Rock by Charles Sell)

A biology professor took a small group of young biologists

into the desert for intensive study. Miles from civilization, the

vehicle in which they were traveling broke down. The group

set out on foot on an estimated three-day trek back to their

campus. After two days of hard travel, they reached the

summit of a huge sand dune. Thirsty and sunburned, they

looked around them. Far off to their right was what appeared

to be a lake with small trees surrounding it. The students

jumped and screamed for joy. But the teacher, who had often

been in the area before, knew they were seeing a mirage. He

presented the bad news to them, sharing the facts as best he

could. But insisting their eyes could not deceive them, the

students rebelled. Unable to convince them of their error, the
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professor permitted them to head off in the direction of the

“lake,” while he would take another course. He made them

promise that after they discovered it was a mirage, they would

sit down and wait for him to return with help. Three hours

later the students arrived at a plush new desert resort which

had four swimming pools and six restaurants. Two hours after

that they set out in a Land Rover with rangers [trying] to

search for their teacher. He was never found.

p. 7

Now what does that tell us? That tells us sometimes the

authority can be wrong. It also tells us as believers that

science and philosophy and psychology and humanism can

sometimes be terribly intimidating, because they have such

arrogance, such confidence they’ve built their case. And so

obviously they have to be right.

Paul has been dealing with the practical problem of the

conflict between the wisdom of the world and the wisdom of

God. And we continue on that kind of a grid as we come to one

of the major problems in Corinth in chapter 3.

Now before we do that, let’s back up to verse 14 of chapter 2

just to read. This is a sad part of the Bible being divided by

man. Chapter divisions are manmade and because they are

they are divided sometimes to ruination of the argument. And

that’s what’s happened here.

1 Corinthians 2:14-16
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But the unspiritual man is not accepting the things of the

Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him. And he is not

able to understand them, because it must be examined in a

manner consistent with the divine Spirit. But he who is

spiritual is examining all things, yet he himself is not being

examined by anyone. For who has known the mind of the

Lord, that he should instruct him? But we are having the

mind of Christ.

Alright, there are TWO INDIVIDUALS in those verses.

1. First of all the “unspiritual man” is a person in whom the

Spirit of God does not dwell. He has never come to know Jesus

Christ. He’s “not accepting the things of the Spirit of God, they

are foolishness to him.” And he’s not able to understand it

because he doesn’t have the equipment. The Spirit of God is

not there to guide him into truth.

Now that’s our first person—our first picture.

2. The second picture is of the “spiritual” man—and we

looked at this in our last study. He is a man who is

investigating all things. He has a hunger for the Word of God.

He has a desire to know it. But the text says he “is not being

examined by anyone.” That doesn’t mean he’s above

criticism—remember? It simply meant that nobody

understands why a Christian is talking to somebody he can’t

see, reads the Bible and gets all excited about the things of the

Lord. That’s hard for anybody who’s not a Christian. In fact

they say we’re weird and that there’s something wrong with
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us.

Okay, those are two people. There ought to be the “haves” and

the “have nots.” There ought to be those who say “yay” and

those who say “nay,” right? Well we have another group.

And the other group is really the problem in the modern-day

church, if we want to be real honest. Now this is a painful

study. But as we look into it, hopefully we’ll be receptive and

allow the Spirit of God to take things from this and apply it to

our own lives.

v. 1 And I, brethren, was not able to speak to you as to

spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to babes in

Christ.

“And I, brethren,”—here comes our THIRD PICTURE—“was

not able to speak to you as to spiritual men,”—the group we

just finished looking at—“but as to men of flesh, as to babes in

Christ.”

Now when we look at that verse, we have to try to discover

who these people are and where they are spiritually. Okay, we

have TWO CLUES in the verse.

1. We have the word “brethren” and

2. we have the words “in Christ.”

So this person who’s being described here is a Christian. We
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don’t call people brothers and sisters unless we’re in the body

of Christ. That’s just what we call each other because we’re

part of a big family. Once we’ve been born again of the Spirit

into God’s family, we become spiritual brothers and sisters and

we call ourselves that.

So now to the Corinthians he says:

“And I, brethren, was not able to speak to you as to spiritual

men,”

”You weren’t that normal, healthy child.”

“but as to men of flesh.”

What does it mean to be “men of flesh?”

When we think of “flesh” we think of FLESH and BONES. We

think of MEAT. Well that’s true. We think of chili con carne.

Carne is flesh, “carnos” is the word we would use.

Getting ready for Mardi Gras, the celebration of the flesh. And

“flesh” in the Bible refers to what we are before we become a

Christian.

When we become a Christian, a new divine nature comes to

dwell within. And it is this new divine nature that the Holy

Spirit energizes toward godliness. But into the heart of each of

us still remains the flesh—the old nature. We’ll never get rid

of it. It’ll be there until the day we die.
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And one of the wonderful things that happens is when this old

body is thrown in the grave, also goes that nature. We are

freed from that nature. Now granted, the power of that nature

is broken like a dictator. We now have an option as a believer.

The key to spiritual growth is saying “yes” to the Spirit of God

who energizes my new nature that produces godliness.

The level of one’s spiritual growth is determinate upon the

control of the new nature. So for instance, if we’ve walked

with a grieved spirit, we’ve quenched the Spirit by our

resistance in our lives. We have not grown and matured in the

Lord. We have literally been men and women of flesh.

Now here are several verses along this line.

Galatians 5:16, 17

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the

desires of the flesh. For the flesh sets its desires against the

Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in

opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things

that you please.

There’s a conflict there. A conflict between the old and the

new, a conflict between the flesh and the Spirit. Now how do

we recognize the flesh? It’s everything we were before we

became a Christian.

In Galatians 5 he says:
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Galatians 5:19-20

Now the deeds of the flesh are evident: immorality, impurity,

sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy,

outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envyings,

drunkenness, carousings…

All those are manifestations of the flesh. Do we do that among

believers? Oh mercy, do we ever. The old nature jumps out all

the time. And He can come out so quickly. All we have to do is

say “sic’em” when we’re driving down the freeway and

somebody cuts in front of us. The old nature is there, just that

quick.

And what he’s saying here is, “You Corinthians have been

living as men of flesh rather than under the control of the

Spirit who dwells within you. You’ve been living this way

rather than this way.” So the second title is true of them too.

They’re not only “men of flesh,” but they are “babes in Christ.”

John Powell in his book The Secret of Staying in Love tells one

of the saddest stories. He says each of us measures up to

about 10% of our potential. Whether it’s our thinking power, or

it’s the seeing of the beauty of the world, tasting the

deliciousness of life—about 10%. And then he uses this great

little poem “Out of Order”:

(The Secret of Staying in Love by John Powell)
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Andre Auw describes his reactions when he comes upon the

scene of a young mother trying to explain to her four-year-old

boy that the popcorn machine cannot give out its contents:

[The little guy wants popcorn. He can see it in the machine

and he’s asking his mother for money to get the popcorn and

she has to say it’s out of order.]

“You can’t get any popcorn, Child. The machine is out of order.

See, there is a sign on the machine.”

But he didn’t understand. After all, he had the desire, and he

had the money, and he could see the popcorn in the machine.

And yet somehow, somewhere, something was wrong because

he couldn’t get the popcorn.

The boy walked [away] with his mother, and he wanted to cry.

And Lord, I too felt like weeping, weeping for people who have

become locked-in, jammed, broken machines filled with

goodness that other people need and want and yet will never

come to enjoy because somehow, somewhere, something has

gone wrong inside.

pp. 11-12

These believers in Corinth are locked up and jammed, and we

might as well put an “out of order” on them, because there are

all kinds of potential for goodness inside but it’s not getting

out. They’re not growing and they’re not maturing in Christ.
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The most difficult people in the world to work with are people

who have grown old and not grown up in the Lord. We’re not

talking about whether we’re a Christian or not. We’re talking

about how much we have grown up in Jesus Christ. How

mature we are in Him.

These are people who are living in the flesh rather than the

Spirit so there’s no spiritual growth.

Winkie Pratney put together a little book called Youth Aflame.

It’s a manual for discipleship. In it he says:

(Youth Aflame by Winkie Pratney)

When people get settled and comfortable, they tend to pay

less attention to theirMaker and more attention to the things

He made.

p. 26

Settling down in the material word, rather than being

concerned about one’s relationship with one’s Maker.

v. 2 I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you

were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now

you are not yet able,

“I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet

able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able,”
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Now he says, “I gave you milk instead of solid food.” What

does he mean by that?

Well during the 18 months that he was there, a lot of them

became Christians. And he gave them “milk”—truth from the

Word of God.

1 Peter 2:2, 3

as newborn babes desire the sincere milk of the word, that you

may grow thereby,

Simple truths about fellowship and relationship were the

things that Paul emphasized with them during his 18-month

ministry there.

“I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet

able to receive it.”

Hebrews 5 talks about that:

Hebrews 5:11-14

Concerning him we have much to say, and it is hard to

explain, since you have become dull of hearing. For though by

this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for

someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles

of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. For

every one who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the

word of righteousness, for he is a babe. But solid food is for the
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mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to

discern good and evil.

So he’s saying, “I gave you milk while you were there.” But

then comes the tragedy. See the next phrase? REASON:

“for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you

are not yet able.”

Well what’s the problem? It’s been four years since he was

with them. Five and a half years old in the Lord and then still

hanging around the milk bottle, preferring the burp and the

bottle and the dirty britches to growing up to maturity in

Jesus Christ.

He’s been gone for four years. He went to Ephesus, went on

back up to Antioch, reported in and came back out on the

third missionary journey. He’s writing this letter from

Ephesus. And they still haven’t done anything about it.

Something broke down. The machine’s out of order. They’re

quenching and grieving the Spirit by living in the flesh rather

than the Spirit and they have not grown in the Lord Jesus.

And to Paul that is a serious problem.

Is God thrilled when He looks down into our crib and sees us

20-25 years in the Lord and still sucking on our bottle and

letting somebody else change our britches? That’s the tragedy

of how God feels from His perspective.
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v. 3 for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy

and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are

you not walking around like mere men?

“for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife

among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking

around like mere men?”

Now what’s the difference between “flesh” in verse 1 and

“fleshly” in verse 3?

“Flesh” in verse 1 is what we all have. As Christians we have

to cope with it.

Paul says:

Romans 7:24

Oh wretched man that I am, who will deliver me from the

body of this death?

We have that old nature and it’s going to be like a cancer. It’s

going to be with us until the day we die and we’re going to be

liberated from that—that inclination toward evil. That entrée

that Satan has to whip us is that old nature.

But they have another problem. They’re not only men of

“flesh,” they are “fleshly.” That means they’re dominated by it

and their life smells like it. They are characterized by the

flesh. They are controlled by it. And so they are characterized
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as being “fleshly.”

And he shows us how:

“are you not walking around like mere men?”

And then he says:

“For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not

fleshly, and are you not walking around like mere men?”

“JEALOUSY,”

“STRIFE,”

ENVY—all those words from Galatians 5 that characterize

that old nature.

That wisdom which is from the world in James 3. Is there

wisdom where there is jealousy and selfish ambition and every

evil work? Yes.

That’s the way they are characterized there. Why? How do we

know that?

Well the church is divided into four groups isn’t it? The

church, he now says, is filled with a lot of babies. They’re not

growing up. Are we “fleshly, and are we not walking like mere

men?”
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If Satan could have his full desire, he would keep all of us

unspiritual—never coming to know Jesus as Savior. But if

once we become a Christian—this is his supreme desire right

here—his greatest picture is the carnal individual. That’s his

bag. A lot of people think it’s the derelict, the bum in the

gutter. His masterpiece is a carnal Christian who hasn’t

grown up to become independent or to have appetites which

are spiritual and they don’t look any different than the rest of

the world. And that’s his primary tool.

Somebody said:

“Satan’s main interest is not an active sinner but an inactive

saint.”

(source unknown)

And he knows how to bait the hook according to the appetites

of the fish, and he catches us so oftentimes in the flesh.

Max Lucado in his book No Wonder They Call Him the Savior

says:

(No Wonder They Call Him the Savior: Discover Hope in the

Unlikeliest Place by Max Lucado)

His rhetoric [and] rationalization never ends. The father

of lies croons and woos like a traveling peddler, promising the

moon and delivering disaster. “Step right up. Taste my brew of

pleasure and sing my song of sensuality. After all, who knows

about tomorrow?”
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p. 81

P. T. Forsyth made a statement that we need to think about.

He says:

(Skillful Shepherds: An Introduction to Pastoral Theology by

Derek J. Tidball)

“If within us we find nothing over us, we succumb to [that

which] is around us.”

p. 38

If you’ve not settled the issue of Him being Lord—and He is

the authority and to be obedient children—then we probably

are going to be vulnerable to succumb to that which is around

us.

Here’s a sad story. It came out of a Manila newspaper some

time ago.

(The House on the Rock by Charles Sell)

…a very poor man who clothed and fed his family by digging

up and selling scrap metal. [It’s almost like the way they pick

up the aluminum cans along the road to support themselves

these days.] Well he’d found talks and bits of jeeps from World

War II and guns and all that kind of stuff. One day he

uncovered a horrendous bomb that he discovered that was

dropped 20 years earlier. He, with great glee and delight,

trucked it home knowing that he could pry it apart and sell it
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as scrap metal. He would really be able to take care of his

family for many days. He was killed. He lost his home and his

whole family because the bomb, although it was 20 years old,

still had not lost its power and detonated in the process of

trying to take it apart.

p. 11 (paraphrased)

That’s the flesh. Ding around with the flesh and it’ll go off and

it’ll blow up everybody around us.

Why are we having tragedy upon tragedy? Simply because the

flesh has been dominating rather than a walk in the Spirit.

“And watch yourselves, take heed, lest you also fall” is the

message to all of us tonight.

v. 4 For when one is saying: “I am of Paul,” and another,

“I am of Apollos,” are you not mere men?

“For when one is saying: ‘I am of Paul,’ and another, ‘I am of

Apollos,’ are you not mere men?”

They’re focusing on individuals. They’re focusing on division

rather than unity—that’s not the Spirit, that’s the flesh.

v. 5 What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants

through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave

opportunity to each one.

“What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through

whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to each
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one.”

Paul says, “We’re nothing. We’re just servants. We have a

responsibility to minister. And we’re

servants—WHAT?—“through whom you believed” and worked

like crazy to gain acceptance in the presence of God.

Is that what the text says?

“through whom you believed,”—single condition of

salvation—“even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one.” Is

He giving someone an opportunity today?

Every time we teach the Word of God, every time we share the

Word of God, it could be another opportunity for somebody

else.

Perhaps he’s speaking to someone along that very line.

An opportunity to open our heart and our life to Jesus Christ.

Well what’s the old nature doing right now when we talk like

that? It wants to distract us, doesn’t it? It wants to detain.

Remember what Agrippa said after Paul preached that

powerful message to him as he gave witness there before

everybody?

“Oh you think with those few words you’re going to make a

Christian out of me.” In other words, “Bug off man. Get lost.”
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And the same thing was true of several of the others. The

apostle had an opportunity to share with them and none of

them ever responded.

Felix, literally trembled as Paul preaches but he says, “bug

off.” Why? That’s one thing Satan wants to do. He wants to

distract us, he wants to detain us, he wants us to constantly

say, “Tomorrow, tomorrow, tomorrow—some other time.”

This interesting story illustrates the point:

(The House on the Rock by Charles Sell)

Our [sin] nature backs away from problems, [wants] only

to escape and forget. The wise person faces them. Malcomb

Jones learned this in a dramatic way. Having crashed a small

plane in the Florida Everglades, he saw that his unconscious

friend was bleeding badly. Knowing he would have to go for

help, he started wading through the swamps toward the

nearest town. Son, in water above his waist, he came upon a

huge pair of eyes, glowing in the moonlight. Beside them on

each side were smaller ones, indicating that he was before an

alligator nest. First to occupy his mind were the words of the

old-timers in the region: “Never walk into a nest of alligators.”

Then came the words, “I am with you always.” With

confidence in God’s presence, he sloshed straight ahead,

saying, “Mama alligator, I don’t want to hurt you or your kids,

but I have to get help for my friend. Here I come.” In response,

the huge alligator clapped her jaws, tail slashing in the water,
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and slithered off to the side, all the little pairs of eyes

following. Later telling his story, Jones said that he must have

stomped headlong through a dozen nests. During [that] long

night, he said, he learned a great lesson: “To always face

[your] problems head on.”

(source unknown)

And that’s the old nature, huh?

Proverbs 27:1

Boast not thyself of tomorrow,

for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.

We really don’t know what’s going to happen tomorrow. We

know this could be it for us. Realize that? This could be our

last night here on earth. This could be the end of the road. Are

we ready? Are we living with such a loose hold that we can

leave without any regrets? And do we know we’re leaving?

Because we’ve come to know Jesus in a personal way.

v. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the

growth.

“I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth.”

What the apostle’s going to do here is demonstrate the fact,

once and for all without apology, that he is a graduate of Texas

A&M University. He is going to use an agricultural and

architectural illustration in exactly one verse here in just a
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minute.

First of all he uses the AGRICULTURAL illustration. He says,

“When I came there I had planted, Apollos was the one who

watered, and God was giving, causing the growth to take

place.” And that’s what God does. He creates growth in us as a

result of responding.

Paul was a planter. He sowed the seed—Matthew 13—and it

fell on good ground there, and then Apollos came along and

watered that seed. But there’s something in that verse that

really ought to disturb us. See it?

“God was causing the growth.”

Galatians 5:7

You were running well, who cut in on you that you should not

obey the truth?

We should never let life get to the place where it’s past tense,

where we have to look back and say, “Well, there were times

when I was really serious about God but I’m not now.”

“God was causing the growth.” What happened?

The flesh came in. Something happened in Corinth. There was

strife, there was bickering, they were following after leaders

rather than the Lord, and it shut down the whole growth

process. Paul “planted and Apollos watered, but God WAS

20

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



causing the growth.”

Now does God throw in the towel and write us off by saying,

“That’s it! I’m through!”

v. 7 So that neither the one who is planting nor the one

who is watering is anything, but God who is

causing the growth.

“So that neither the one who is planting nor the one who is

watering is anything, but God who is causing the growth.”

There He is. He’s waiting. He wants to pick it up. He wants to

keep going. Just like the Prodigal Son coming from the far

country, the Father God is waiting, looking on the horizon. He

runs like an old man, puts His arms around the boy and

there’s instant reconciliation. We pick up where we left off.

God is wonderful about His unconditional love for us. He is

still available.

v. 8 Now the one who is planting and the one who is

watering are one; but each one will receive his own

reward according to his own labor.

“Now the one who is planting and the one who is watering are

one; but each one will receive his own reward according to his

own labor.”

“each one”—we’re going to be responsible before God for

ourselves and how we lived and our walk with the Spirit.
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“each one [of us] will receive a reward.”

Romans 14:12

Each one of us shall give account of himself to God.

Now here is where he puts the two together—verse 9.

v. 9 For we are God’s fellow-workers; you are God’s

cultivated land, God’s building.

“For we are God’s fellow-workers; you are God’s cultivated

land, God’s building.”

Paul is not only a farmer who’s planting the seeds, but Paul is

an architect and a general contractor. Here he is laying a

foundation in Corinth, and the rest of the passage is going to

talk about how to build on the foundation.

Now as we stop before we go onto the building, we need to ask

ourselves, have we gotten to the place where we’re really

concerned about the level of our maturity and our growth in

Christ? And are we concerned about our accountability before

the Judgment Seat of Christ?

Those are critical factors for a Christian who starts to grow to

realize that we’re going to be held accountable, to realize that

God expects growth from us. He expects us to mature in the

faith.
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There’s a great statement in Daily With the King:

(Daily With the King: A Devotional for Self-Discipleship by W.

Glyn Evans)

How often I have treated my quiet time as “Give me”

time, when I am concerned with my emptiness, my weakness,

my weariness, and my sinfulness. My, my, my! I fail to see that

Jesus Christ also has a need. He needs my love, [my] worship,

[my] obedience, and above all, my company. I need to sit by

His side as a dear friend, sharing His heart secrets as He

shares mine, rejoicing in the mutual balance of our love. Lord,

let me not deny You that small cup of water, and that simple

invitation, “Give Me a drink!”

“And He said to him, “YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD

YOUR GOD WITH … YOUR [WHOLE] HEART, AND WITH

… YOUR [WHOLE] SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.”

(Matthew 23:37).

(source unknown)

God expects us to bring blessing to Him by our obedience, by

our love and by our devotion.

v. 10 According to the grace of God which was given to

me, as a wise master builder I laid a foundation,

and another is building upon it. But let each man

be taking heed how he is building upon it.

23

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



“According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a

wise master builder I laid the foundation, and another is

building upon it. But let each man be taking heed how he is

building on it.”

What do we learn? Each man’s going to give an account, each

man’s going to get a reward, each man’s building a little deal.

And as we build, be careful how we’re building.

v. 11 For no man is able to lay another foundation

alongside that which is being laid, which is Jesus

Christ.

“For no man is able to lay another foundation”—you can’t

come in and throw in another—“alongside this one than that

which is being laid, which is Jesus Christ.”

He is the FOUNDATION.

v. 12 Now if any man is building upon the foundation

with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw,

“Now”—here we’re going to get the building materials—“if any

man is building upon the foundation with gold, silver, precious

stones, wood, hay, and straw,”

Okay, what do we have?

Basically we have two kinds of materials, don’t we? When we

read this verse we always think of the Three Little Pigs, don’t
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we?

We have to think of the wood and the straw. “I’m going to huff

and puff and I’m going to blow your house down!” It goes

away—it’s perishable.

We have two kinds of materials:

“gold,” and

“silver.”

And now “precious stones.” These are probably not rubies and

diamonds and that kind of stuff. It’s a quarried stone. Maybe

it’s a chunk of marble that’s been quarried and prepared to be

put in place, so it’s very valuable. It fits in the building.

And so we have:

“gold,”

“silver,” and

marble or some kind of stone that’s used in the building.

What do we say about that? That is IMPERISHABLE

MATERIAL.

What do we have on the other side?

25

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



“wood,”

“hay,” and

“straw.”

It’s PERISHABLE.

Let’s make a little list of the contrasts so we can see where we

are.

What was the first thing?

“wisdom of men”—right?

What’s the second thing?

“wisdom of God.”

What have we had today?

We’ve had “the flesh.” We’ve had the “spirit.” Now we have

imperishable and perishable materials—we can just make the

list.

The “wisdom of men” lives by the FLESH and uses

PERISHABLE MATERIALS that are going to go up in smoke.

The “spiritual man” is building with IMPERISHABLE

MATERIALS and he’s walking in the Spirit. And that is
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according to the “wisdom of God.”

Jesus basically said the same thing at the end of the Sermon

on the Mount when He plugged in there on the end and said:

“You know the choice is yours. You can build on the sand or

you can build on the rock.”

The sand is living by the flesh—the wisdom of men.

The rock is living in the Spirit, walking in obedience to His

Word, or the wisdom of God on the other side.

So basically this is our choice. What we’re going to use for our

building materials—that which is TEMPORARY or that which

is PERMANENT.

Now do we want to see that played out in life?

Let’s take MARRIAGE and MONEY—there’s just a couple of

real classic illustrations.

What about MARRIAGE? The wisdom of the world says it’s

TEMPORARY. We just do our own thing. Live it up.

What does the “wisdom of God” say? The “wisdom of God” says

it is a PERMANENT arrangement, it is a COMMITMENT, it

is giving of myself to another for the rest of our life.

We see an awful lot of people living by the temporary.
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Pat Williams who was a general manager for the Philadelphia

76ers, nearly lost his wife in their marriage relationship

because he neglected the marriage. He says:

(Keep the Fire Glowing by Pat & Jill Williams with Jerry

Jenkins)

I like to collect advice on how to be a better parent. Once I

asked Bob ferry, general manager of the Washington Bullets,

whose two grown sons and daughter are good kids and

unusually close to each other and to their parents, “IF you

could list the things that made you a successful father, what

would they be?”

[And he replied very quickly] “Three things…First, I

married the right woman. Second, I married the right woman.

Third, I married the right woman.”

p. 142

That’s really it—MARRIAGE.

What about MONEY?

When it comes to the realm of money are we going to sow

sparingly and reap sparingly? Or are we going to sow

bountifully and reap bountifully? Do we see money as a means

for material gain or do we see money as a means of being able

to thrust forth the Gospel of Jesus Christ?

v. 13 the work of each person will become apparent, for

the day will make it plain, because it is to be
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revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the

quality of each man’s work.

“the work of each person will become apparent, for the day

will make it plain, because it is to be revealed with fire; and

the fire itself will test the quantity of each man’s work.”

Huh? What? Does the text say “quantity”?

It says “QUALITY”—Are we living by that? Not many people

are.

We’re so impressed with bigness. That’s why so many people

are so concerned about failures in their lives. And by the fact

that they are at a certain age, they think it’s too late for them.

They picture the Judgment Seat of Christ coming in with a

great big armload of stuff and dumping it down and saying,

“Boy God, aren’t You impressed by the quantity of everything

I’ve done?” Back up the big old semi, dump the whole load

right here! Show Him what I did with my life!

We think when we hit 30, 40, 45, 50 years and we haven’t

done much, we really feel terrible about it. So we’re just going

to throw in the towel because we don’t have much quantity.

It is not QUANTITY—it’s QUALITY!

It is the QUALITY, not the QUANTITY that will be recognized

for reward.
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We operate in the flesh and we live in the flesh. We are

building with wood, hay and straw and it will burn up at the

Judgment Seat of Christ. It is not the quantity, but rather the

quality. It’s not how much, but how faithful we’ve been.

John Powell says:

(The Secret of Staying in Love by John Powell)

As you ramble through life, my Brother,

Whatever [may] be your goal,

Keep your eye upon the doughnut,

And not [on] the hole.

p. 16

That’s the secret to the whole thing.

v. 14 If any man’s work which he built upon it shall

remain, he shall receive a reward.

“If any man’s work which he built upon it shall remain, he

shall receive a reward.”

Yes, and we want that at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

v. 15 If any man’s work shall be burned up, he shall

suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet so as

through fire.
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“If any man’s work shall be burned up, he shall suffer loss; but

he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire.”

Nothing touches the salvation part of it! That is secure in

Jesus Christ!

We’re talking about the building materials we’ve used since

we’ve become a Christian. If the materials are of the flesh, if

the materials are of the wisdom of the world, if the materials

are perishable materials, they’re going to burn up.

But on the other side, God can produce within us that which is

of such a quality that it will be the basis for reward at the

Judgment Seat of Christ.

J. Vernon McGee put it this way:

There are going to be some people in heaven who will be there

because their foundation is Christ but who will smell as if

they had been bought at a fire sale! Everything they ever [will

have lived for] will have gone up in smoke. They will not

receive a reward for their works [as believers].

(source unknown)

Martha Snell Nicholson has written a beautiful piece of poetry

that is very, very sobering and it fits here:

When I stand at the judgment seat of Christ

And He shows me His plan for me,

The plan of my life as it might have been
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Had He had His way, and I see

How I blocked Him here, and I checked Him there,

And I would not yield my will—

Will there be grief in my Saviour’s eyes,

Grief, though He loves me still?

He would have me rich, and I stand there poor,

Stripped of all but His grace,

While memory runs like a hunted thing

Down the paths I cannot retrace.

Then my desolate heart will well-nigh break

With the tears that I cannot shed;

I shall cover my face with my empty hands,

I shall bow my uncrowned head…

Lord of the years that are left to me,

I give them to Thy hand;

Take me and break me, mould me to

The pattern [that You have] planned!

(source unknown)

Now what are the lessons we got out of our text?

Lesson #1: It is possible to remain childish in our Christian

life for years.

It is possible to remain childish in our Christian life for years

when we fail to take in the Word of God on a daily basis.
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Lesson #2: Two marks of carnality (or living in the flesh) are

JEALOUSY and STRIFE.

Lesson #3: You can tell a man’s relationship with God by

looking at his relationships with his fellow men.

If one is out of whack, it could very well be that the other is.

Lesson #4: Our ministry should be that of “servants through

whom you believed.”

That’s what Paul said he was.

Lesson #5: God is in the business of giving opportunities to get

our lives right with Him.

Lesson #7: God is the One who is causing the growth to take

place in our lives.

Lesson #8: It is not the QUANTITY but the QUALITY that

will be rewarded.

Lesson #10: It is not how MUCH, but how FAITHFUL.

Lesson #11: It is possible to be saved eternally and to still

suffer loss.

There are three pictures. There’s the natural or the

unspiritual person, there’s the spiritual person, and there’s
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the person living in the flesh. What are we going to do about

it?

Are we satisfied? If not, it’s the time for resolution and resolve.

It’s the time to respond to Him, to allow Him to do in our lives

what is necessary to bring about spiritual health.

Robert Munger wrote a little book calledMy Heart—Christ’s

Home. Here’s a little portion of that as we conclude our study:

(Discipleship: The Price and the Prize by Jack Mayhall)

There is just one more matter that I might share with you.

One day I found Him [Christ] waiting for me at the door.

There was an arresting look in His eye. He said to me as I

entered, “There is a peculiar odor in [this] house. There is

something dead around here. It’s upstairs. I think it is in the

hall closet.” As soon as He said the words, I knew what He

was talking about. Yes, there was a small hall closet up there

on the landing, just a few feet square, and in that closet

behind lock and key, I had one or two little personal things

that I did not want anybody to know about and certainly I did

not want Christ to see. I knew they were dead and rotting

things. And yet I loved them, and I wanted them so for myself

that I was afraid to admit they were there. I went up the

stairs with Him and as we mounted, the odor became stronger

and stronger. He pointed at the door and [He] said, “IT’s in

there! Some dead thing!”

I was angry. That’s the only way I can put it. I had given Him
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access to the library, the dining room, the drawing room, the

workshop, the rumpus room, and now He was asking me

about a little two-by-four closet. I said inwardly, “This is too

much. I am not going to give Him the key.”

“Well,” He said, reading my thoughts, “if you think I am going

to stay up here on the second floor with this odor, you are

mistaken. I will take My bed out on the back porch. I’m

certainly not going to put up with that.” And I saw Him start

down the stairs.

When you have come to know and love Christ, the worst thing

that can happen is to sense His fellowship retreating from

you. I had to surrender. “I’ll give You the key,” I said sadly,

“but You’ll have to open the closet. You’ll have to clean it out. I

haven’t [got] the strength to do it.”

“I know,” He said. “I know you haven’t. Just give Me the key.

Just authorize Me to take care of that closet and I will.” So,

with trembling fingers I passed the key over to Him. He took

it from my hand, walked over to the door, opened it, and

entered it, took out all the putrefying stuff that was rotting

there, and [He] threw it away. Then He cleansed the closet,

painted it, fixed it up, doing it all in a moment’s time. Oh,

what victory and release to have that dead thing out of my

life!

pp. 83-85

Father, we know from personal experience that the flesh can

retain those things from our past life and can create havoc
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when we’re wanting to be with the Lord. We pray that You’ll

teach us how to be building with the materials that are

permanent. To be focusing on quality, not quantity. Focusing

on a walk in the Spirit rather than in the flesh, living by the

wisdom of God rather than the wisdom of the world. And

when that day of judgment comes and we are examined not for

our salvation but for those things that have been done in our

lives—the fruit that has been produced by the Spirit of God as

we have been abiding in Jesus Christ—we pray that there will

be lots of quality that will be there for reward. That we’ll find

fulfillment throughout eternity. Thank You for those who have

come to study Your Word. Encourage, bless and build them up

in the faith. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:

Running to Win

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

STUDY NUMBER FOUR – 1 CORINTHIANS 3:1-15

NOTES

v. 1 And I, brethren, was not able to speak to you as to spiritual

men, but as to men of flesh, as to babes in Christ.

v. 2 I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet

able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able,

v. 3 for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife

among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking around

like mere men?

v. 4 For when one is saying: “I am of Paul,” and another, I am of

Apollos,” are you not mere men?

v. 5 What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through

whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one.

v. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth.

v. 7 So that neither the one who is planting nor the one who is

watering is anything, but God who is causing the growth.

v. 8 Now the one who is planting and the one who is watering are

one; but each one will receive his own reward according to his own

labor.

v. 9 For we are God’s fellow-workers; you are God’s cultivated land,

God’s building.

v. 10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a

wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building

upon it. But let each man be taking heed how he is building upon

it.

v. 11 For no man is able to lay another foundation alongside that

which is being laid, which is Jesus Christ.

v. 12 Now if any man is building upon the foundation with gold,

silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw,
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NOTES

v. 13 the work of each person will become apparent, for the day

will make it plain, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the

fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work.

v. 14 If any man’s work which he built upon it shall remain, he

shall receive a reward.

v. 15 If any man’s work shall be burned up, he shall suffer loss; but

he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-15 and in your own words pull out

the main thought of this passage.

2. State Paul’s problem, according to verse 1.

3. What kind of diet did he have to supply, according to

verse 2?
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4. How does he characterize someone who is walking in the

flesh, according to verse 3?

5. Where should their focus be, according to verse 7?

6. What is the only foundation, according to verse 11?

7. Describe the different kinds of building materials and what

happens to them at the judgment seat of Christ, according to

verses 12 & 13.

8. What is the promise, according to verse 14?
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9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular

study?

LESSON #1: It is possible to remain childish in our Christian

life for years when we fail to take in the Word of God on a

daily basis.

LESSON #2: Two marks of carnality are jealousy and strife.

LESSON #3: You can tell a man’s relationship with God by

looking at his relationships with his fellow men.

LESSON #4: Our ministry should be that of “servants through

whom you believed.”
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LESSON #5: God is in the business of giving opportunities to

get our lives right with Him.

LESSON #6: The Father plants, the Son is the foundation,

and the Spirit indwells it.

LESSON #7: God is the One who is causing the growth to take

place in our lives.

LESSON #8: We are to take heed as to how we are building

upon our foundation in Christ.

LESSON #9: It is not the quantity of one’s work, but the

quality of it that will be recognized at the judgment seat of

Christ.

LESSON #10: It is not how much, but how faithful.

LESSON #11: It is possible to be saved eternally and still

suffer loss.
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