A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:
Running to Win
“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

Study Number Five — 1 Corinthians 3:16-4:5

This is a great piece from Vance Havner:

(On_This Rock I Stand by Vance Havner)

God 1s on the lookout today for a man who will be quiet
enough to get a message from Him, brave enough to preach it,
and honest enough to live it.

The man God uses must be still and know that He 1s God.
We live in a world hysterical with moral and spiritual
delirium tremens. The human race 1is ajitter with a nervous
and mental breakdown. And even the saints have caught the
fever of the age and spend most of their time in a glorified
much-ado-about-nothing. But we are not here to catch the
spirit of the age. We are to counteract the spirit of the age; and
many an Elijjah, collapsed under the juniper, must be
summoned to Horeb to learn the lesson of the still, small
voice.

There 1s a lot of fanfare and activity today and wheels
within wheels, but how mediocre we are! There 1s a flood of
words and a famine of ideas. Wheelbarrow preaching is done
up in “Rolls Royce” phraseology. For every thought there are
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five hundred words—where there are any thoughts at all. And
no wonder. The preacher’s study has become an office. He may
want to give himself to the ministry of the Word and prayer,
but the times and the trustees have made him an
ecclesiastical bellboy and clerical button-pusher. If he shows
any signs of leaving the merry-go-round, he 1s told that times
have changed and he must adjust himself. Adjust himself to
what? To this Punch-and-Judy farce of modern church life,
this St. Vitus dance of the saints, this meaningless marathon
of breathless Christians, too exhausted to run and too scared
to rest?

The most important and difficult task before the man of
God today 1s to take his life in his teeth and buck popular
opinion in order to make more room in his life for God. It is
one of the ironies of the ministry that the very man who works
in God’s name 1s often hardest put to find time for God. The
parents of Jesus lost Him at church, and they were not the
last ones to lose Him there. Contrary to popular notion, there
1s no work more likely to crowd out the quiet hour than the
very work that draws its strength from the quiet hour. The
clerk in a candy shop often loses his taste for candy; and the
person who dispenses the things of God may lose his own love
for them in the process. Familiarity may not breed contempt
in such a case, but often it breeds neglect. Tending the
vineyards of others, we forget our own.

An old minister explained the blurs on his sermon
outlines by saying they were caused by sweat and tears. And
without those two marks, a sermon 1s not a sermon. Sweat
stands for work, and messages from God are not born in naps
under a shade tree. Tears stand for compassion born of
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experience, the sympathy that can comfort others with the
comfort wherewith one i1s comforted of God. It is not enough to
love to preach. We must love those to whom we preach, and
such love is a practical thing.

God 1s on the lookout for a man whose heart 1s perfect
toward Him. Will you be quiet enough to hear Him, brave
enough to proclaim Him, and honest enough to obey Him?
(source unknown)

And all God’s people said “Amen!”

We look at that and that’s exactly the cry of our age and what
we need. The apostle Paul is just such an individual. We find
him often in tears, we find him in deep anxiety and concern
for those to whom he’s ministering.

To the Corinthians he has this great concern, but it does not
stop him from also being very forthright and honest about
their condition.

In chapter 1 he addressed the problem of divisions among
them. They were divided, literally, into four different groups.

In chapter 2 he talked about “wisdom of God” as opposed to
the “wisdom of the world.”

At the end of chapter 2, and the first part of chapter 3 we saw
that he outlined three individuals:

1. There’s the NATURAL MAN in 1 Corinthians 2:14—or
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the “unspiritual man”—who does not accept the things of the
Spirit of God.”

2. Then he outlined for us the SPIRITUAL MAN—God’s
normal, healthy child, growing in his relationship to the Lord.

And we looked at that third individual:

3. The CARNAL person—the “fleshly” person. The
individual who 1s not growing in his relationship to the Lord.
He’s living in the flesh rather than in the Spirit.

Paul used two illustrations:

1. He used the illustration of a FARMER planting the
seed—and that’s what Paul said he was.

2. And then he used the 1llustration of an ARCHITECT, who
not only drew up the plans but was also the general
contractor.

And the foundation for that building was Jesus Christ and we
each build on that foundation. We can use two kinds of
material:

1. wood, hay and stubble or

2. gold, silver, precious stones.

The wood, hay and stubble, of course, 1s PERISHABLE—t 1s
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the “works of the flesh” and the “wisdom of men.”

Those things which are IMPERISHABLE are the “fruitage of
the Spirit” and the “wisdom of God.”

That’s where we stopped. It has nothing to do with our
salvation, but with REWARD.

1 Corinthians 3:13

the work of each person will become apparent, for the day will
make it plain, because it 1s to be revealed with fire; and the
fire 1tself will test the quality [not the quantity] of each man’s
work.

We each have a responsibility of MINISTRY in the body of
Christ, and we must be faithful to discharge that
responsibility.

Now let’s pick up at verse 16. There are some very interesting
verses that we're going to look at.

v. 16 Are you not knowing that you are the temple of
God, and that the Spirit of God is dwelling in you?

“Are you not knowing that you are the temple of God, and that
the Spirit of God is dwelling in you?”

Now we can take that verse in one of two ways. We can take
that verse CORPORATELY or we can take it INDIVIDUALLY.
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And both things are true.

But what Paul is saying here is the primary interpretation.
He’s saying to the Corinthian church “you are the temple of

God.”

Now we know that it can also be interpreted individually,
because in chapter 6 he says:

1 Corinthians 6:19. 20

Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy
Spirit...

So yes, 1t can be taken individually. But let’s take it
corporately for a minute and then we will take it individually

so that we will satisfy everybody’s hankering at this point.

We built a “foundation” in our last study. Now we build a
“temple” on that “foundation.” And he says here:

“you are the temple of God.”
All of us as believers are “the temple of God.”

That word for “temple” is the word that’s translated
“sanctuary.”

Maybe we could translate it another way. Maybe we could say,
“you are the Holy of Holies”? Does that make some sense?
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The Old Testament Tabernacle had three sections. There was
the outer court and then there was that whole inner area—the
Holy Place and the Holy of Holies divided by the curtain. It’s
kind of like two rectangles inside two rectangles. In the outer
court was the altar of sacrifice and the laver, where the priest
washed.

When we came inside the Holy Place, in the little rectangle
1inside the other one, there would be the Table of the Seven
Branch Candlestick on the left and the Table of Showbread
with the 12 loaves of bread on the right. Then in front would
be the Altar of Incense. And then there would be this big veil.

Behind that veil was the Presence of God. That was the Arc of
the Covenant and they only went in there once a year, in the
presence of God.

This verse 1s saying we are the “sanctuary,” the dwelling place
of God. The Corinthian congregation is that and we are too.

He says, “you are the temple of God, and the Spirit of God is
dwelling in you.”

That’s very interesting. There are no distinctions here. There
are not some Corinthians who have the Spirit and some
Corinthians who don’t. And certainly if a church were a very
carnal church, like this one 1s, there would be some
exceptions. If in fact we have to come to a certain place before
we experience the presence of the Holy Spirit—there are no
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exceptions here.
We read in chapter 2:
1 Corinthians 2:12

We received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who 1s
from God, in order that we might come to know the things
freely given to us by God.

So if we took this thing corporately, first of all—and let’s do
that—then the church is in fact the Holy of Holies. It is the
dwelling place of God. It is the place where He dwells. And
then we will look at it individually in just a minute.

v. 17 If any man is ruining the temple of God, God will
bring him to ruin, for the temple of God is holy, and
that is what you are.

“If any man is ruining the temple of God, God will bring him
to ruin, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you

b

are.

Now that kind of scares us, doesn’t it? If we're “ruining the
temple of God, God will bring him to ruin.”

That kind of gets us a little bit shook inside. It’s kind of like
when we were studying the word “disqualified,” it got
everybody’s attention immediately when we were talking
about it. Now we have the word “ruin.”
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How is it possible that a man can be “ruining the temple of
God”? Now let’s take the two ways.

Let’s take 1t CORPORATELY. How 1s it possible for a
Christian today to “ruin the temple of God”? Well he can ruin
it by false teachers. He can ruin it by being a divisive spirit in
the body, by being above authority, being unteachable, being
someone who wants to draw people out of to himself rather
than work toward the unity of the brothers in the body of
Christ, would rather work toward the ruin of this.

Of course Ananias and Sapphira are a classic 1llustration of
this in the fact that they lied to the Spirit of God in hypocrisy
and of course were judged quite severely. They were literally
ruined.

How would we ruin the temple of God in another way? Try to
bring the wisdom of the word among the Christians and
introduce it to them.

Paul Powell has written several books and one of them 1s
called The Great Deceiver. He says this:

(The Great Deceiver by Paul W. Powell)

When someone adds to or subtracts from God’s Word,
1nsists on another book of teacher in order to understand the
Bible, or discovers a new theology hidden for generations,
don’t believe him/her. The Christian faith has been given to us
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“once for all” and allows for no additions or subtractions...As

Spurgeon said, “There 1s no new theology unless it is false.”
p. 77

And we are “ruining the temple of God” when we bring these
things in, in essence.

And then Stephen Brown, a Presbyterian minister from Key
Biscayne, Florida, puts it this way:

(No More Mr. Nice Guy by Stephen Brown)

A cult 1s not usually a group of people who have it all wrong.
Rather, they are often people who have taken one truth to the
exclusion of all other truths, or who have taken one truth so

far down the road that it has gone beyond its destination.
p. 116

Now that’s how 1t’s possible for us as individuals to ruin the
temple of God corporately. Now we need to know what God’s

intention was for the temple of God corporately for us as the
body of Christ.

Gib Martin and Larry Richards describe what God’s intention

1s for us as believers as we function together like those in
Corinth:

(A_Theology of Personal Ministry by Lawrence O. Richards
and Gib Martin)
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e a restored humanity
e a people who live good lives
e a people who live [by] His Word
e a people who are holy
e a people concerned with justice
e a people who meet the material needs of others
e a people free from materialism
e a loving community
e a praying people
e a people who live in hope
e a people who live under authority
e a people 1involved 1n spiritual warfare
e a people who do not judge others
e a worshiping people
p. 175

So that’s the way we can do it. Some people just go from one
church to another and they literally leave a wake of ruination
behind them. They can never find a perfect pew.

While they’re there, they’re ruining it for everybody else by
the things they say and by the things they do. And that’s bad
when we as individuals appoint ourselves as committees of

one to fight the establishment. That is “ruining the temple of
God.”

Now what about INDIVIDUALLY? How can we ruin our
temple individually? Well there are SIX Ss:

1. SIN,
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2. SLEEP,

3. SEX,

4. STEAKS,

5. SMOKE and
6. SUBSTANCE.

How about that? That’s enough to get us started. We can take
all of those things and literally ruin the temple of God.

SIN can do 1t, SLEEP can do 1t, SEX can do 1t, STEAKS can
do 1t, SMOKE can do 1it, SUBSTANCE can do 1t—all of these

things will literally ruin the temple of God in whom the Spirit
of God dwells.

Now that’s:
1 Corinthians 3:15

If any man’s work shall be burned up, he shall suffer loss; but
he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire.

How do we ruin it individually? There’s no evidence for
reward. It’s living a totally selfish life and never coming to the
place where there 1s any reward at the Judgment Seat of
Christ.
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Now the “ruining of the temple” INDIVIDUALLY would
1involve one of two possibilities:

1. First to be at the Judgment Seat of Christ without
reward. That’s just what we’ve just gotten through saying in
chapter 3.

2. The other possibility is the sin unto death. There comes
that time in life when we continue to ruin the temple of God
that He blows the whistle and pulls on the chain and says
come to the house. And that is physical death.

Now there’s plenty of precedent for that because it’s
mentioned in chapter 5—we’re going to see it. And it’s also
mentioned in chapter 11 as we go around the Lord’s Table.

(Genesis 6:5

God saw that the wickedness of man was great and that the
thoughts of his heart were only evil continually.

God literally, sometimes, would just like to give up on us
because we are literally in the process of ruining this
temple—the place where He dwells.

“If any man 1s ruining the temple of God, God will bring him
to ruin,”—WHY?—*for the temple of God is holy,”

And therefore we should be holy in response to that.
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Now let’s look at some verses about that.

2 Corinthians 7:1

Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves...

1 Peter 1:14-16

As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former
lusts...

John 2:13-16

And the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up
to Jerusalem. And he found in the temple those who were
selling oxen and sheep and doves, and the money-changers
seated. And He made a scourge of cords, and drove them all
out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen; and He poured
out the coins of the money-changers, and overturned their
tables; and to those who were selling the doves He said, “Take
these things away; stop making My Father’s house a house of
merchandise.”

“for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.”
Now how do we respond to that?

If in fact we are the “temple of God” individually, and we're in
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a corporate group of believers, and it is the Holy of Holies,
then we better be kind of shook about the fact that we have a
holy God to deal with.

And we should claim:
Psalm 139:23. 24

Search me, O God, and know my heart;
test me and know my anxious thoughts.
See if there 1s any offensive way in me,

and lead me in the way everlasting.

Isaiah 1:18

“Come now, let us reason together,”
saith the Lord.

“Though your sins be as scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow;...

1 John 1:9

If we confess our sins, He 1s faith and righteous to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Now verse 18 1s a WARNING, 1sn’t 1t?

v. 18 Let no man be deceiving himself. If any man
among you is thinking himself to be wise in the
things of this age, let him become foolish in order
that he may become wise.
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“Let no man be deceiving himself. If any man among you is
thinking himself to be wise in the things of this age, let him
become foolish in order that he may become wise.”

Now the rest of this passage is a piece of cake, alright? We've
had these two verses that talk about “ruining the temple of
God”—which we are—then he gives FIVE different
COMMANDS in view of that.

How do we all relate to this thought? How do we properly
orient ourselves to the fact that God dwells in us? And our
heart is literally the Holy of Holies?

God chose in the Old Testament to dwell in the Tabernacle. Hée
chose in the Old Testament to dwell in the Temple. He chose

during the time of Jesus to dwell here in a human body. And
now He chooses to dwell in us.

There are FIVE COMMANDS.
Command #1;
“Let no man be deceiving himself”

How 1s it possible that we could be deceived?
THREE Rs:

1. RATIONALIZE,
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2. RESIST, and
3. RETREAT.

Now what do we mean by that?

1. The easiest thing in the world to do is to RATIONALIZE
our own spiritual condition. When we’re not sensitive to the
Spirit’s leadership, we can rationalize away.

We can do the same way with our physical fitness. And then
we get put under some stress and immediately we say, “Hey,
I'm not in as good a shape as I thought I was.” That’s just a
normal byproduct and we can rationalize away our spiritual
condition.

2.  Secondly, we can RESIST the Spirit of God who’s trying to
reveal it to us.

3. And then thirdly, we can RETREAT and run away from
the opportunity of getting a real picture of ourselves.

1 John 1:8

If we say we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the
truth 1s not in us.

Now in order for us to have a true perception of our true
spiritual condition—which says, “Let no man be deceiving
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himself’—then what do we have to watch out for?
THREE Ss:

1. SIN,

2. SUCCESS, and

3. SATAN.

1. It 1is so easy to rationalize SIN—saying, “Well that’s just
the way I'm made. I can’t help it. I just do that and that’s the
way God made me, so you're just going to have to live with it.”

2. Secondly, SUCCESS—there are so many people today
who think that because they're successful and they have lots
of things that are God’s blessing on their lives, therefore
everything is great. They are a success so they must be
spiritual because God’s smiling upon them and they’re having
good success.

3. And thirdly is SATAN himself. He delights in allowing us
to be deceived. In the process of deception, he accomplishes his
purpose. Just look what he did to Eve in the garden in the
first place. And he lives and dies by deception. Getting us to go
across golden bridges only to discover later on that we’ve been
forsaken and we have to pay the bitter price of sin that we’ve
gotten involved 1in.

“If any man among you is thinking himself to be wise in the
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things of this age, let him become foolish in order that he may
become wise.”

Command #2:
“let him become foolish”

Admit we don’t know it! Admit that we have to go down before
we can go up, that we have to be humble and broken before we
can receive God’s wisdom.

“let him become foolish in order that he may become wise.”

Max Lucado puts it this way:

(No Wonder They Call Him the Savior by Max Lucado)

As the story unfolds, a devil of a snake feeds man a line
and an apple, and gullible Adam swallows them both. This one
act of rebellion sets in motion a dramatic and erratic courtship
between God and man. Though the characters and scenes
change, the scenario repeats itself endlessly. God, still the
compassionate Creator, woos his creation. Man, the creation,
alternately reaches out in repentance and runs in rebellion.

It 1s within this simply script that God’s creativity
flourishes. If you thought he was imaginative with the sea and
the stars, just wait until you read what he does to get his
creation to listen to him!

p. 56
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Yes, we are to be those who are going to be foolish. Now that
takes humility. That takes brokenness to admit, “Hey, I don’t
know and I don’t understand.”

Somebody said:

“Pride 1s the only disease known to man that makes everybody
sick except the one who has 1t.”
(source unknown)

That really does say it well.

“Humility 1s the embarrassment we feel when others tell us
how wonderful we are.”
(source unknown)

And of course pride is that thing which often rears its ugly
head to keep us from being willing to say, “I'm foolish and I
don’t know.”

Our Daily Bread says:

Humility 1s that rare virtue you lose the moment you
think you have it! The best way to gain ground in battling
with your inflated ego 1s to recognize how dependent you are
upon the Lord. It 1s an axiom of grace that the more
Christ-centered we become, the less self-centered we will be.
God wants us to evaluate realistically our abilities so that we
may use every opportunity to develop them for His glory.
(from Our Daily Bread, March 22, year unknown)
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1 Peter 5:5. 6

...humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of
God, that He may exalt you in due time.

v. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before
God. For it has been written, “He is the one who is
catching the wise in their craftiness.”

“For the wisdom of this world 1s foolishness before God. For it
has been written, ‘He is the one who 1s catching the wise in
their craftiness.”

God gets to write the finale, doesn’t He? What did the
“unspiritual man” say in our last study?

1 Corinthians 2:14

[He] 1s not receiving the things of the Spirit of God; and they
are foolishness unto him...

So now God’s saying, as He looks down upon man: “Do you
believe that? I can’t believe you believe that! That is so foolish!
So that’s so ridiculous that you’d believe that!”

And so the “wisdom of the world 1s foolishness before God.”

“He 1s the one who catches the wise 1n their own craftiness.”
That’s a quotation from the book of Job. (see Job 5:13)
21



And so pride 1s always at the heart of human wisdom. And
here, of course, we've discovered that it’s difficult to teach a
person who knows everything.

God says, “I can’t believe that you think it!”

From that very moment, God sees it as foolishness and He
catches the guy who’s living by “the wisdom of the world” in
his own craftiness.

v. 20 And again, “The Lord is knowing the reasonings of
the wise, that they are useless.”

“And again, ‘The Lord 1s knowing the reasonings of the wise,
that they are useless.”

That’s the word for “futile.” That’s the word for “breathe.” It’s
the word for a “puff of air.”

God takes all the wisdom of the world and He says, “That’s
ridiculous. That’s futile. That’s foolish and it really doesn’t
mean anything.”

v. 21 So then, let no one continue to be boasting in men,
for all things are yours,

“So then, let no one continue to be boasting in men, for all
things are yours,”
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What are the commands?
1. “Let no man be deceiving himself.”

2.  “Let him become foolish in order that he may become
wise.”

We have to be humble enough to receive God’s wisdom.
3. “Let no one continue to be boasting in men.”

Why? Because God’s already given us everything we need. We
don’t need to be boasting in what men gives us and their

wisdom and in their insight. God has given us everything that
we need. It’s all ours. And then he lists EIGHT THINGS here.

v. 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or
life or death or things present or things about to
come; all things belong to you,

“whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or
death or things present or things about to come; all things
belong to you,”

Why is Christ left out of the list? Because it’s alright to boast
about Him. And glory in the fact that He 1s your Savior.

Now he lists EIGHT THINGS here and let’s look at them for
just a minute.
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We could put Romans 8:38 and 39—that’s another big list of
things where Paul says:

Romans 8:38, 39

I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities,[and all of that] things present, things to come,
powers, height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be
able to separate us from the love of God, which 1s Christ Jesus
our Lord.

That’s a similar list. Now let’s look at these for just a second:

“whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world”—all of these
things are yours.

Psalm 24:1

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it,
the world and all who live 1n 1t;

1. “PAUL”—Paul said, “I'm yours. I'm just available to be a
servant to you. I belong to you as a teacher, as a guide, as a
servant.”

2. “APOLLOS”—He’s the same thing. He is a preacher and
teacher, and he is yours.

3. “PETER”—“He too belongs to you.”
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4. “THE WORLD.”

This 1s my Father’s world,
And to my list’'ning ears,
All nature sings,

And around me rings...
This 1s my Father’s world...
(source unknown)

And so we're heir to that.

5. And then “LIFE.”

John 10:28

I give unto them eternal life and they shall never perish...
6. “DEATH.”

We say, “Oh goodness, that isn’t a very pretty gift. I think I'll
give that one back.”

Why do we have the feeling about death not being something
that’s really pleasurable? Perhaps it’s because we still have a
lot of intentions that we haven’t fulfilled yet. And right now if
we should die this moment, we’d be a little bit concerned
about it because we really aren’t as serious as we want to be
when we die.

When are we going to get serious? Who guaranteed that we’'d
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have three score and ten? Who knows? This might be our last
night on earth!

We need to be living with a short fuse and ready to go in view
of that. And when we live like that, death 1s a wonderful
thing.

1 Corinthians 15:55-57

O death, where 1s your victory? O death, where is your sting?”
The sting of death 1s sin, and the power of sin is the law; but
thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.

And so we don’t get sad!

We can say death 1s a gift when we live by Philippians 1:21.
Philippians 1:21

For me to live is Christ, and to die is to gain more of Christ.
We get to go to be with the One we love the most! And spend
the rest of our life with Him! More and more we ought to have

that attitude.

7. “THINGS PRESENT”—no matter what hits us.

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
(Philippians 4:13)
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8. “THINGS ABOUT TO COME.”

We need to look forward to that! That new city, that eternal

home, that final rest when God wipes away all tears. We can
look up and smile in the “wisdom of God” and we have eight
wonderful things that we can look forward to.

One writer put it this way:

“We should be thankful that God always turns out to be bigger
than we thought.”
(source unknown)

And when we look at a verse like that, get us excited, doesn’t
1t? That God really has it all under control. And look how he
summarizes it in verse 23. Isn’t that great?

v. 23 and you belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to
God.

“and you belong to Christ;”—Do we? Have we received Him as
Savior? Do we belong to Him?—“and Christ belongs to God.”

And so yes, we are the temple of God. He lives in us. We
belong to Him. We are not our own. We've been bought with a
price.

1 Corinthians 6:20

27



Now glorify God in your body.

We belong to Him so our life is beautiful when we see it in
that particular perspective.

Now the question that comes to us is:
Do we know Him personally? And do we really belong to Him?

Now we're going to turn to chapter 4 and we’re going to look at
just a couple more of these commands here and wrap it up.

4:v.1 In this manner let a man be regarding us, as

servants Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of
God.

“In this manner”—here comes the fourth one—“let a man be
regarding us, as servants Christ, and stewards of the
mysteries of God.”

Okay, what were our first three commands?

1. “Let no man be deceiving himself.”

2.  “Let him become foolish in order that he may become
wise.”

3. “Let no one continue to be boasting in men.” And they’ll
boast in the Lord who’s taking care of all of it.
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4. “let a man be regarding us, as servants of Christ, and
stewards of the mysteries of God.”

If we're taking a test in glory, we're going to either pass or fail
on two words, and they both start with “S”—and we’re going
to land on those for a while:

1. “servants” and
2. “stewards.”

That’s where the quality of one’s work comes and is examined.
The more we walk with God and the closer we are to Him, the
greater and the more effective will be our servanthood and our
stewardship.

Now let’s talk about those two words:
1. “servants” and
2. “stewards.”

In the Greek language they are very fascinating words. First
of all, the word “servants”—there are lots of words in the New
Testament for the word “servants.” We can use the word
doulos which means servant. But this is a very interesting
word. This is the word, if we were to translate it literally, we
would use a word that most people would not understand
because we would be taking it out of the culture. The word
would be translated “under-rower.”
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Now what do we mean by hAuperetes, “under-rower”?
Everybody in Corinth would know what an under-rower was
because 1t was the day before diesel-powered engines. The war
galleys came through the isthmus and came through from one
sea to the other, right there in the city of Corinth. It was
almost like a Panama Canal where the boats would go
through.

And so yes, they knew about it. Now understand what an
under-rower 1s? There 1s a bench in the bowels of the ship on
both sides. An under-rower is a man who takes his oar and he
looks to his captain and he receives his signals and he acts
accordingly as he pulls on his oar. He 1s an under-rower. His
responsibility for the sake of everybody else is to be faithful to
pull on his oar.

See how that word fits the whole passage? That’s the “wisdom
of God.” That 1s not the “wisdom of men,” that we dwell
together and we pull together in unity.

Now that word 1s used 1in two other places which also helps us
understand it. When Jesus 1s standing before Pilate, Pilate
says to Him: “If you are a king, then why don’t you reveal 1t?”
And Jesus said this: “My kingship i1s not of this world; if My
kingship were of this world, My huperates (My servants, My
under-rowers) would fight, if My kingdom was of this world.”
(see John 18:36)

Now another place that it’s used 1s in the book of Acts. Paul
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and Barnabas choose to take John Mark with them. And his
title 1s called “minister”—huperetes. He 1s responsible for
passports, tickets, baggage, and reservations and to run
errands. He 1s an under-rower to make all of it happen. That
1s his function.

Paul, if anybody that could have said it, says, “Ireat me as an
under-rower. I've got my oar and I'm pulling for all I'm worth
with what I've got.”

What a refreshing concept. We get over this power struggle
and these big fancy personalities that everybody’s turning to,
who’s out begging for bucks in order to impress the world with
a great ministry. That is not the picture.

Real ministry is the love of Christ dressed in working clothes.
And that’s a huperetes. He grabs his oar and he gets busy.

Now notice he uses one other word:

“In this manner let a man be regarding us, as servants of
Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God.”

Now that word “stewards”™—in the old days they would use the
word stewardesses. And immediately we know what it 1s. So
let’s make it contemporary. The word literally translated in
layman’s terminology is “flight attendant.”

It’s the person who serves the tray, takes care of the comfort of
the passengers, looks out for the comfort of others in the
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experience. Now does that describe someone who is walking
with God? Yes it does.

A person who is indeed an under-rower and a flight attendant,
1s the demonstration of the epitome of godliness. If we want to
demonstrate our Christianity, then grab the oar and get a tray
and get busy. That’s a demonstration of Christianity, more
than spouting off a bunch of verses and being curious about ali
kinds of things, just grab an oar and get a tray and get to
work. That’s how Paul wants to be treated and how he looks at
himself in his relationship to them in Corinth.

v. 2 In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards
that one be found faithful.

“In this case, moreover, it 1s required of [flight attendants]
stewards that one be found faithful.”

How can we examine a stewards faithfulness? Well:
1. by his WALK with God,
2. by the WORK that he performs, and

3. his WARFARE against the world of flesh and the devil.

That’s how we can see someone who 1s a faithful steward—he
1s “found faithful.”

It’s really faithfulness that counts ultimately.
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“Well done thou good and”—WHAT?—"“faithful servant. Enter
into the joys I've prepared for you.” (ref. Matthew 25:23)

That’s what we all want to hear. With God to be faithful 1s to
be famous. But too often we aren’t like that. We have what
Robert Coleman in his book The Master Plan of Discipleship
says:

(The Master Plan of Discipleship by Robert E. Coleman)

Half-hearted, lukewarm commitment can never be
condoned in the ranks of God’s army. We are engaged in
mortal combat with all the principalities of darkness, and the
battle will grow more intense as the end of the age
approaches. Nothing less than total allegiance to our
Commander-in-chief qualifies soldiers for battle. Christ’s call
1s to martyrdom—to die to our own self-appointed ways, in
loving submission to the will of God. His Word is our
command, His cross the measure of our obedience. Such
consecration may be looked upon as fanaticism by the
worldly-wise, but it 1s the stuff the New Testament church i1s
made of: daring faith that does not think of limits or make
excuses; a willingness to go wherever Christ leads, never to
stop until His work is finished and the commendation is
heard, “Well done thou good and faithful servant.”

p. 154

1 Corinthians 1:9
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Faith 1s God...

And He expects the same thing from us.

1 Thessalonians 5:24

Faithful 1s the one who is calling you, who also will do it.

Lamentations 3:22. 23

Great 1s Thy faithfulness. Your mercies are new every
morning.

God 1s indeed faithful and He expects that from us.

Now it’s faithfulness in the little things as well as the big
things. Are we humble enough to grab our oar and get busy
without anybody seeing us? Are we humble enough to grab
our tray and start serving the people that are around us to
gain benefit for the glory of God?

Ray Edman puts this little poem in his book The Disciplines of
Life:

(The Disciplines of Life by V. Raymond Edman)

“Father, where shall I work today?”
And my love flowed warm and free.
Then He pointed me out a tiny spot,

And said, “Tend that for me.”
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I answered quickly, “Oh, no, not that.

Why, no one would ever see,

No matter how well my work was done.
Not that little place for me!”

And the word He spoke, it was not stern,
He answered me tenderly,

“Ah, little one, search that heart of [yours];
Art [you] working for them or [for] me?
Nazareth was a little place,

And so was Galilee.”

p. 209
Are we willing to grab our oar and get our tray and get busy?

Now there’s a problem in Corinth. They're busy examining
everybody else and their ministry, especially Paul, and so he
has to deal with that here.

v. 3 But to me it is a very small thing that I should be
examined by you, or by any human court; in fact, I
am not even examining myself.

“But to me it is a very small thing that I should be examined
by you, or by any human court; in fact, I am not even
examining myself.”

Stuart Briscoe says:
There are three kinds of congregational pressure—there is

adulation, which swells your head; there is manipulation,
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which ties your hands; and there 1s antagonism, which breaks
your heart. I have experienced all three of these, as everyone
who seeks to teach and preach the Word of God has
experienced.

(source unknown)

And Paul did too.
Isaiah 59:19

When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the
Lord will 1ift up a standard against him.

Paul says, “To me it’s no big deal. It’s a small thing that I
should be examined by you.”

They did the same thing with Jesus. Isn’t it sad? Jesus
probably would never have been the ideal Rotarian. But the
only criticism they had against Him was that He was too
religious. And as a result of that, He was condemned and
criticized.

There’s no business in the kingdom of God for us to be
examining other servants. We ought to be doing our job. He
said it’s “a very small thing that I should be examined by you,
or by any human court.”

v. 4 For I am conscious of nothing against myself, yet by
this I have not been acquitted; but the one who is
examining me is the Lord.
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“For I am conscious of nothing against myself, yet by this I

have not been acquitted; but the one who i1s examining me is
the Lord.”

There are THREE COURTS here:
1. the LOWER COURT,

2. the HIGHER COURT, and

3. SUPREME COURT.

The LOWER COURT is in that first statement: “it is a very
small thing that I should be examined by you, or by any
human court.”

The HIGHER COURT 1s “I am not even examining myself.
For I am conscious of nothing against myself.”

And the SUPREME COURT is “yet by this I have not been
acquitted; but the one who is examining me is the Lord.”

And notice the word 1s in the PRESENT TENSE. It’s going on
all the time.

2 Timothy 2:15

So study to show yourself approved unto God a workman that
needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
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Here comes the FIFTH and FINAL COMMAND.

v. 5 Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the
time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both
bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and
bring out in the open the motives of men’s hearts;
and then each man’s praise will come to him from

God.

“Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but
wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the
things hidden in the darkness and bring out in the open the
motives of men’s hearts; and then each man’s praise will come
to him from God.”

Command #5:

“do not go on passing judgment before the time.”

That is in the PRESENT IMPERATIVE—it's NEGATIVE so it
means that it’s going on right now.

We could translate that “stop passing judgment before the
time.”

Did Jesus address that 1ssue? Did He ever in the Sermon on
the Mount? It’s very strong.

Matthew 7:1-3
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“Do not judge lest you be judged yourselves. For in the way
you judge, you are going to be judged; and by your standard of
measure, it shall be measured unto you. And why you look for
a speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye, when you’ve got a log
sticking out of your own eye?

It 1s quite obvious that some people find their comfort in
constantly reaching out and criticizing others.

We find this, too, among a lot of Christians who think they're
very spiritual. They’ll talk about their church by saying, “I'm
not getting anything.”

We never heard Jesus say that. Jesus didn’t say, “You know,
I'm just not getting anything out of this ministry. I'm just
really upset! I'm here and I'm just not getting anything out of
1t.”

What did Jesus say?

Mark 10:45

“I came not to be ministered unto but to minister and to give
My life a ransom for many.”

It’s not what can we GET, but what can we GIVE and how can
we HELP?—that 1s the statement.

“Don’t be passing judgment before the time.” That’s God’s
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business. Wait until the boss gets here and then let Him set
the record straight! He’s going to do THREE THINGS:

1. “[He will] bring to light the things hidden in the
darkness”

John 3:19

Men love darkness rather than light because their deeds are
evil.

That’s kind of scary.
Joe Aldrich put it this way:
(Life-Style Evangelism by Joseph C. Aldrich)

Love springs from a pure heart. No clever arrangement of
rotten eggs will make a good omelet!
p. 129

It’s done in the dark and it’s going to be revealed.

2.  “[He will] bring out in the open the motives of men’s
hearts;”—He'll reveal it.

3. “then each man’s praise will come to him from God.”
God expects us to mind our own business and not to be

criticizing others. We have enough work to do and we need to
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be tending our oars and serving our trays, and be consumed
with that rather than criticizing other people.

When we're a servant, when we’re being a steward, we don’t
have time to be picking on everybody else. But recognize we
have a long way to go to reach our own personal bills and
satisfaction of being Christlike and faithful in our service.

Here are the lessons that come out of our study:

Lesson #1: We are the temple of God when we receive Jesus
Christ as Savior.

We are the temple of God when we receive Jesus Christ as
Savior, and the Spirit of God i1s dwelling in us.

Lesson #2: It is possible for us to ruin the temple of God by
continuing to live in the flesh rather than in the Spirit.

Lesson #3: We must become foolish in order to become wise in
God’s sight.

Lesson #4: The wisdom of this world 1s foolishness before God.

Lesson #5: God has thought of everything as far as our future
1s concerned.

Lesson #7: We are servants and flight attendants as far as
God 1s concerned in our ministry.
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Lesson #8: The Lord is the One who is examining us on a daily
basis.

Lesson #9: APPROVAL, AFFIRMATION and PRAISE will
come from God at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

Naturally it would be nice for us if we could put some flesh on
being faithful servants and good stewards. How does that
demonstrate itself? How does the life we're talking about
demonstrate itself once we become Christians?

The Spirit of God comes to dwell in us, then how will it look?

Rebecca Manley Pippert tells the following little story and this
describes what real Christianity looks like:

(Out of the Saltshaker & Into the World by Rebecca Manley
Pippert)

We will look like a man [who] I have only heard about. When 1
first came to Portland, Oregon, I met a student on one of the
campuses where I worked. He was brilliant and looked like
the was always pondering the esoteric. His hair was always
messy, and in the entire time I knew him, I never once saw
him wear a pair of shoes. Rain, sleet or snow, Bill was always
barefoot. While he was attending college he had become a
Christian. At this time a well-dressed, middle-class church
across the street from the campus wanted to develop more of a
ministry to the students. They were not sure how to go about
1t, but they tried to make them feel welcome. One day Bill
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decided to worship there. He walked into this church, wearing
his blue jeans, tee shirt and of course no shoes. People looked
a bit uncomfortable, but no one said anything. So Bill began
walking down the aisle looking for a seat. The church was
quite crowded that Sunday, so as he got down to the front pew
and realized that there were no seats, he just squatted on the
carpet—perfectly acceptable behavior at a college fellowship,
but perhaps [a little] unnerving for a church congregation. The
tension in the air became so thick one could slick 1t [with a
knife].

Suddenly [in the back] an elderly [gentleman] began
walking down the aisle toward the boy. Was he going to scold
Bill? My friends who saw him approaching said they thought,
“You can’t blame him. He’d never guess Bill is a Christian.
And his world 1s too distant from Bill’s to understand. You
can’t blame him for what he’s going to do.”

As the man kept walking slowly down the aisle, the
church became utterly silent, all eyes were focused on him,
you could not hear anyone breathe. When the man reached
Bill, with some difficulty he lowered himself and sat down
next to him on the carpet. He and Bill worshiped together on
the floor that Sunday. I was told there was not a dry eye in the
congregation.
pp. 177-78

That’s being servants and faithful servants, flight attendants,
to the glory of God. That’s what the Lord wants from us and
that’s what the world needs to see 1n us.

Father, we thank You for these verses. It’s been sobering to
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think that we can ruin the temple of God by our neglect and
by living in the flesh. We can ruin the temple of God
corporately, too, by not being those who promote unity and
love and acceptance and oneness. Father, enable us to be
willing to accept our role, to be humble and broken before You
and to become foolish that we might become wise. To become
those who are willing to grab an oar that nobody sees, to be
willing to serve the trays to the glory of God. Enable us to be
those who, filled with the Spirit, find great joy in walking with
You and seeing others come to know You as a result of our
faithfulness in living the life that is pleasing to You. In Jesus’
name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:

Running to Win

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

StunpY NUMBER FIVE — 1 CORINTHIANS 3:16-4:5

v. 16 Are you not knowing that you are the temple of God, and that
the Spirit of God is dwelling in you?

v. 17 If any man is ruining the temple of God, God will bring him
to ruin, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.

v. 18 Let no man be deceiving himself. If any man among you is
thinking himself to be wise in the things of this age, let him
become foolish in order that he may become wise.

v. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God. For it
has been written, “He is the one who is catching the wise in their
craftiness.”

v. 20 And again, “The Lord is knowing the reasonings of the wise,
that they are useless.”

v. 21 So then, let no one continue to be boasting in men, for all
things are yours,

v. 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or
death or things present or things about to come; all things belong
to you,

v. 23 and you belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to God.

4:v.1 In this manner let a man be regarding us, as servants Christ,
and stewards of the mysteries of God.

v. 2 In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be
found faithful.

v. 3 But to me it is a very small thing that I should be examined by
you, or by any human court; in fact, I am not even examining
myself.

v. 4 For I am conscious of nothing against myself, yet by this I
have not been acquitted; but the one who is examining me is the
Lord.
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NOTES
v. 5 Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but
wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things
hidden in the darkness and bring out in the open the motives of
men’s hearts; and then each man’s praise will come to him from

God.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Corinthians 3:16-4:5 and in your own words pull out
the main thought of this passage.

2. How does Paul describe the Corinthians, according to
verse 167

3. What will happen if we ruin God’s temple, according to
verse 177
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4. How does God feel about the reasonings of the wise,
according to verse 207

5. How should they be regarding Paul and his associates,
according to chapter 4:1?

6. What is the requirement of a steward, according to verse 27

7. Who 1s the one who is supposed to be examining us,
according to verse 47

8. What does Paul say to us in verse 5 about criticizing others?
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9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: We are the temple of God when we receive Jesus
Christ as Savior, and the Spirit of God 1s dwelling in us.

LESSON #2: It 1s possible for us to ruin the temple of God by
our continuing to live in the flesh rather than in the Spirit.

LESSON #3: We must become foolish in order to become wise
in God’s sight.

LESSON #4: The wisdom of this world 1s foolishness before
God.
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LESSON #5: God has thought of everything as far as our
future 1s concerned.

LESSON #6: We are the temple of God, and we belong to
Christ.

LESSON #7: We are servants of Christ, and stewards of the
mysteries of God.

LESSON #8: The Lord 1s the One who 1s examining us on a
daily basis.

LESSON #9: Approval, affirmation, and praise will come from
God at the judgment seat of Christ.
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