
A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:

Running to Win

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

Study Number Six – 1 Corinthians 4:6-21

In this particular study we’re going to see things that really

look like bad news but when we understand it, we recognize

God is at work in our lives.

In chapter 1 the church was divided into four parts.

In chapter 2 it was the “wisdom of man” as opposed to the

“wisdom of God.”

In chapter 3 they were little babies because they were

dominated by the flesh rather than the Spirit.

In our last study we talked about the fact that when we really

demonstrate our Christian lives, we demonstrate before the

world that we’re servants and flight attendants.

Servants in the sense that we’re under-rowers. We are those

who part of a time make things happen. Like they were on the

war galleys, Paul uses a word huperetes that describes the

under-rower. And we decided together that as Christians we’re

to grab our oars and our trays. That’s what God expects of us.
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Now at the end of chapter 4 he’s making a PERSONAL

APPLICATION of this.

When we get into chapter 5 we address the problem of

IMMORALITY.

And in chapter 6 we talk about going to COURT against one

another, and that’s kind of the way the series will wrap up.

v. 6 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively

applied to myself and Apollos for your sakes, in

order that in us you might learn not to go beyond

what has been written, in order that no one of you

might be puffed up in favor of the one against the

other.

“Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to

myself and Apollos for your sakes, in order that in us you

might learn not to go beyond what has been written, in order

that no one of you might be puffed up in favor of the one

against the other.”

Now what does he mean “Now these things, brethren”?

That refers to the illustrations that he’s used about Paul

planting like a farmer and Apollos coming along and watering

it and God giving the increase. And then he used the

illustration of a building that we build on and we’re a living

temple.
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He says all of:

“these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself

and Apollos for your sakes.”

What does that mean?

Well we see the blurb sometimes on a real story—a true-life

story—and then we see the little blurb down at the bottom

that says, “The names have been changed to protect the

innocent.”

Well we could put here, “The names have been changed to

protect the guilty.”

What Paul is doing, so that he doesn’t get into name calling in

Corinth in talking about the people who are creating the

problem, is he applies it to he and Apollos. Now he and

Apollos are really good buddies in the ministry. They’re one in

the Lord and they’ve been excited about the privilege of

serving there in the city of Corinth, so there’s no conflict

between them. But he’s used their names to cover the identity

of the individuals who are really raising the problems that are

there in the city of Corinth.

And so he says:

“I have figuratively applied [these things] to myself and to

Apollos [so that] you might learn.”

3

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



Now there are a couple of things that he wants them to learn

and they’re the PURPOSE CLAUSES in the verse:

1. “in order that in us you might learn not to go beyond what

has been written,”

If there is any verse or phrase that ought to characterize the

current times, there it is. So many people today get some of

the wildest ideas about what the Bible says on given subjects.

They go beyond what the Bible says.

They’ll take a verse out of context, they’ll get a verse over here

or a phrase over here and they don’t consider why the author

is writing it—to whom he is writing, the historical context, the

background, the Greek words. None of that is important. It’s

just that “this is what this says and I claim this” kind of

thing—like it’s really something spiritual.

Paul says be careful. Divisions come when people go beyond

what has been written.

Paul says that’s part of the problem. The second one is in the

next phrase:

2. “in order that no one of you might be puffed up in favor of

the one against the other.”

And boy those two go together. When a guy’s had some special

message and he has something to give us, he’s also arrogant.
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He also has some truth that nobody else has and so there is

the puffing up of pride. Going beyond and being “puffed up”

really do go together in a lot of situations.

Proverbs 16:18

Pride goes before destruction,

and a haughty spirit before a fall.

Lenski, the Lutheran commentator, describes it this way:

“They are like a bunch of frogs puffing up to croak.”

(source unknown)

That’s the picture. They have this “puffed up” spirit and

they’re getting ready to speak about the mysteries of that

which they have found.

Augustine, that great church father put it this way:

As a principle of life, “To myself I will show a heart of steel. To

my fellow-man a heart of love. To my God a heart of flame.”

How few of us could really say this. Many of us, though we

name the name of Jesus Christ, are wholly living for

[ourselves]. If Christ were to be taken away from us, some of

us would not lose very much, for He has so little hold [upon]

us; but if the things that cater to self were removed, we would

feel as though we had lost everything. What a tragedy that we

have been [so] deceived.

(source unknown)
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And then he describes us:

A Christian doctor tells of receiving an urgent message

while he was attending to a patient. He resented such

interruptions, but hurried away when he heard the message,

“Your house is on fire, Doctor.” Coming within the region of his

home, the flames were quite visible and he was considerably

concerned. Just as he neared [his] house a friend rushed up.

“It’s not your house, Doctor,” he exclaimed, “it’s the one

next door.”

“Oh, thank God!” the doctor exclaimed on the spur of the

moment. Then quickly he began to think: Am I thanking God

because my neighbor is burned out instead of me?

Yet, is this not common? Word comes [to us] that your

little child is injured. You run frantically to help, but then you

learn that it is your neighbor’s child. What a relief! [Is it?] Yes,

because we are so selfish. We do not really have the burden of

Christ in our hearts.

(source unknown)

Stop and think about that. A jillion times a day it’s all about

thinking about us as number one, concerned about our own

comforts. And Paul, as he describes the Christian life and

Christian living, is totally contrary to that. He wants to be a

servant. He wants to be a person who’s caring for the needs of

others.

Now the neat thing about Paul is a lot of times when we come

to a verse like this, he’ll ask us WHO? WHAT? and WHY? And
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there are THREE QUESTIONS here in verse 7.

So it’s WHO? WHAT? WHY? here.

v. 7 For who is conceding you any superiority? And

what are you having which you did not receive?

But since also you received it, why are you boasting

as though you did not receive it?

First of all:

1. “For who is conceding you any superiority? “

2. “And what are you having which you did not receive?”

3. “But since also you received it, why are you boasting as

though you did not receive it?”

Now we take those three questions together:

1. “For who is conceding you any superiority?”—where did

we get it? How come we’re so much better than everybody

else? Why are we Corinthians so unteachable? And why are

we so arrogant in our spirit? Where did we get that?

John describes that tragic circumstance with Diotrephes in 3

John:

3 John 9

7

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



I just wrote a brief letter to the church about this, but proud

Diotrephes, who loves to push himself forward as the leader of

the Christians there, does not admit my authority over him

and refuses to listen to me.

That’s the picture. The Corinthians are doing the same thing.

Who gave us “superiority”?

Secondly:

2. “what are you having which you did not receive?”

Everything we have we’ve received.

“But as many has received Him, to them gave He the right,

the authority to become the sons of God.” (John 1:12)

And all the blessings that come into our lives we’ve received.

And so it’s time to be humble. It’s time to be thankful. It’s time

to be broken and realize everything we have has been given to

us.

And so he asks a WHY question at the end of the verse:

3. “why are you boasting as though you did not receive it?”

Why are we acting like we earn it, we deserve it? That we’ve

gained it for ourselves? And why this kind of an attitude

rather than to recognize in humility and brokenness that it’s
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been given to us? That everything is a gift?

The words “receive” and “received” are used over and over

here for us to understand that.

v. 8 You already are having all you could wish, already

you became rich, without us you have become

kings; and I wish indeed that you had become kings

in order that we also might reign with you.

“You already are having all you could wish, already you

became rich, without us you become kings; and I wish indeed

that you had become kings in order that we also might reign

with you.”

He says, first of all, “You already have everything you could

wish for because you’ve become rich.”

And not only have they become rich, “without us you became

kings.”

Now put all those words together:

in verse 6—they’re “puffed up,”

in verse 7—there is a sense of “superiority,” and

in verse 8—they’re “kings.”

Now what’s the difference between that and being an
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under-rower and a flight attendant? There’s the great contest.

Paul says, “We’re under-rowers. We’re helping everybody else.

We’re servants. We serve up the trays on the plane.”

And they’re saying, “We’re cool. We’re superior to everybody

else. We’re like kings.”

And then Paul says: “I wish you were like kings.”

Why? Because if they were really kings, the millennium would

be here and we’d all be ruling and reigning with Christ. It’s

what we have to look forward to when the millennium comes.

We read this verse of Revelation 3, when Jesus is talking to

the church at Laodicea:

Revelation 3:17-22

“Because you say, ‘I am rich, and I have become wealthy, and

have need of nothing,’ and you do not know that you are

wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked. I

advise you to buy from Me gold refined by the fire, that you

may become rich, and white garments, that you may clothe

yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness may not be

revealed…

What’s the problem with Laodicea? They don’t have a true

picture of their spiritual condition. And the same thing is true

in Corinth. They’ve gotten “puffed up,” they’re acting superior,

they’re acting like kings. In a sense they’re acting like they’ve
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arrived.

And Paul is saying, in a sense, “You know this is not a day to

reign like a king but to sacrifice like a servant.” That’s the

description of the ministry each of us have.

This next part is one of the most exciting parts of 1

Corinthians.

Now there’s a lot of preaching today on this

health-wealth-prosperity Gospel where we’re obligated to have

health and to be wealthy and to be prosperous when we

become a Christian. Now just play that kind of theological

orientation against the next verses.

We can call verses 9-13: “Welcome to the Real World Ladies

and Gentlemen.”

There are FIFTEEN CHARACTERISTICS here of what we

can expect when we become a Christian.

Remember when the football season begins in September and

the rookies were having their first ballgame? And one of them

is laying there on the field almost unconscious. What does the

commentator say? What does he usually say? “Welcome to the

NFL! You have learned to pay the price.”

Paul’s saying, “Look, take a look at the real world Corinthians.

Instead of being puffed up and acting so superior and acting

like kings, the guys who are really doing something for God
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are people who can expect the following fifteen things.”

God is not going to just leave you alone. He is going to work in

your life to make you productive and fruitful for Him. And this

message is not popular so it’s not preached. After all, to take

up our cross and to suffer and to face unexplainable

circumstances that hurt so bad just isn’t popular preaching.

But that is Biblical preaching.

Hopefully when we look at these next verses, we’re able to say,

“Hey, I’ve been deceived. I realize God isn’t obligated to give

me anything. And that God is at work in my life. Simply

because I’m running uphill into the wind, that I’m facing some

pretty tough circumstances in my life.”

So let’s take a look at them.

v. 9 For I am thinking, God exhibited us apostles last of

all, as men condemned to death; because we have

become a spectacle to the world, both to angels and

to men.

“I am thinking, God exhibited us apostles last of all, as men

condemned to death; because we have become a spectacle to

the world, both to angels and to men.”

What does he mean when he says, “I am thinking, God

exhibited us apostles last of all”?

If we can get the picture in our mind of a Roman general who

12

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



has just won some new territory and the Roman emperor has

designated the day for the parade for the general. It’s kind of

like a ticker-tape parade for victory.

And so the general is riding in his chariot. All of the things

that he has acquired as a result of his battle comes in the

parade. There is a group of individuals who are going to die at

the end of the parade in the coliseum.

Paul says we’re like that. We’re the guys who are on parade

last. We’re chained captives. As far as the world is concerned,

we’re “condemned to death.”

What a picture of a man who is serving God faithfully. See the

difference? Being puffed up, being superior, being kings, and

being exhibited as a criminal who’s going to die at the end of

the parade. And that’s the way he describes himself here.

“I am thinking, God exhibited us apostles last of all, as men

condemned to death;”

Now he gives us 15 THINGS—one right after another:

1. “because we have become a spectacle to the world, both to

angels and to men.”

Everywhere we go we’re on display. Everywhere we go people

are looking at us to see if we’re real and genuine and if there

is consistency and resilience and beauty and quality of

character in our lives. We’re constantly on display.
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But notice what he says. We’re constantly on display before

“the world” and “to angels and to men.”

Do we ever stop to think that angels are watching us? In 1

Peter 1:12 it says all these wonderful things of salvation, “the

angels long to look into.”

They cannot believe as angelic creations that God loves us so

much. They’ve been overwhelmed as they’ve witnessed the

incarnation of Jesus Christ to die on our behalf. And angels

are fully aware of the horrendous complications when we

resist His authority and we fight against His plan because of

what happened to Satan and a whole host of angelic beings

who fell.

In 1 Corinthians 11 there’s a verse where it’s talking about

women who are supposed to have their heads covered. And

they are supposed to have their heads covered because of the

angels. Well what’s it telling us? It’s telling us that a woman is

to demonstrate her submission to God’s authority because the

angels are seeing this. And it grieves them, it hurts them, to

see someone live out of character with the authority of God.

And so here Paul says, “We’re on display before the angels and

before men, before the world.”

v. 10 We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in

Christ; we are weak, but you are strong; you are

distinguished, but we are without honor.
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“We are fools for Christ’s sake,”—that’s number 2.

“but you are wise in Christ; we are weak, but you are strong;

you are distinguished, but we are without honor.”

So he says “We’re weak. We’re just pretty well infirmed but

y’all are strong. Y’all have got it together. You’re a

distinguished boy, but we’re without honor. Nobody knows

about us.”

And then look at verse 11.

v. 11 To this very hour we are hungry and thirsty, and

are poorly clothed, and are roughly treated, and

are homeless;

“To this very hour we are hungry and thirsty, and are poorly

clothed, and are roughly treated, and are homeless;”

We sure don’t hear many men in the ministry today talking

that kind of language, do we? They’re always begging for

money to get bigger homes and bigger places and fancier

programs and telling us they’re going to go under if we don’t

send them more of our money and all of that stuff. Instead of,

“Hey look, I am hungry, I’m thirsty, I really don’t have enough

clothes, I’m roughly treated, I don’t have a home.”

We can look at that list and realize all those things are true of

Paul. So 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 are right there:
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5. “hungry,”

6. “thirsty,”

7. “poorly clothed,”

8. “roughly treated,” and

9. “homeless.”

But what does he say in Philippians 4?

Philippians 4:10-14

I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at last you revived

your concern for me; [in other words, you sent a gift to help

me] indeed, you were concerned before, but you just lacked an

opportunity. [He says to them and then he puts it this way]

Not that I speak from want; [He would never tell a person of

his need or his want] for I have learned to be content in

whatever circumstances I am. …

We should learn to be happy and fulfilled right where we are.

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if just on one television program

somebody could say, “Don’t send any funds. I have learned to

be content in whatever circumstances I am”? Everybody would

fall down from heart failure right on the spot. Because we’ve

totally relegated the whole thing to gullible people who will

finance our financial irresponsibility.
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And he says, “You know, I’m hungry and thirsty.” We can not

only apply those words to Paul, but we can apply them to

Jesus. Every one of those words applies to Jesus.

And how can we say that we’re any better and can we expect

anything better than Jesus or Paul? Let’s just take a minute

and look at it, okay?

First of all, was Jesus ever hungry? Matthew 4:2-4—40 days

in the wilderness He’s without food. The first thing Satan says

is: “Turn those stones into bread and show everybody you’re

the Son of God!” Was He was hungry? But He would never act

independently of the Father. And so He says:

Matthew 4:4

“Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that

proceeds out of the mouth of God.”

Remember when the disciples went into the Samaritan

Safeway to get some groceries and they came to back to Jesus

in John 4 and He’s talking to the woman at the well? And they

say, “We brought You some food.” He said, “My food is to do the

will of Him that sent Me, to finish His work.”

It’s more important for spiritual things rather than physical

food right now. And so yes, Jesus knew what it was to be

hungry. Does He know what it was to be thirsty?
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Well in John 4 He’s sitting there at the well at noon and He

asks this lady who comes out and says, “Give Me a drink. I’m

thirsty.” (ref. John 4:7) And then He talks to her about Living

Water and she gets so excited about that she goes back into

the city. We don’t know whether Jesus ever did get a drink.

And then the other sad part is in John 19. He just finished

crying, “Eli, Eli, Lama Sabachthani! My God, My God. Why

have You forsake Me?” as He’s hanging there on the Cross.

He’s been there now for almost six hours. (ref. Matthew 27:46)

One of the last things He ever said was dipsaó—“I thirst.”

Remember what they did? They ran and got a sponge, filled it

with sour wine and shoved it into His face. And He cried:

“Tetelestai! It is finished! Father, into Your hands I commit

My Spirit” and He died.

So yes, He knew what it was to be hungry, to be thirsty.

Did He know what it was to be “poorly clothed”?

John 19:23 and 24—He looked down from the Cross and He

saw those soldiers, each taking part of His clothes. But the

one garment they cast their lots for them. And that’s some of

the last things He saw before He died.

Was He “roughly treated”?

Matthew 27:27-31
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The soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium

and gathered the whole Roman cohort around Him. And they

stripped Him, and put a scarlet robe on Him. And after

weaving a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed

in His right hand; and they kneeled down before Him and

they mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They spit

on Him, they took the reed, they began to beat Him on the

head. And after they had mocked Him, they took His robe off

and put His garments on Him, and led Him away to crucify

Him.

Yes, He was “roughly treated.”

Was He “homeless”?

Probably one of the saddest verses in the New Testament is:

Matthew 8:20

Jesus said to them, “The foxes have holes, and the birds of the

air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His

head.”

Yes, He had.

But see that’s repulsive to us, isn’t it? It’s almost like that’s

totally contrary to the concept that we have of Christianity to

be like a magic wand.

Charles Colson is the one who uses that term and he writes
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very, very specifically about it in this little essay:

(On Christianity and Magic Wands essay by Charles Colson)

…much of today’s teaching and preaching communicates

Christianity as an instant fix to all of our pains and struggles.

Consequently, we begin to think of our faith as a sparkling

magic wand: we wave it, and presto, our problems are gone in

a puff of smoke … this is bluntly put, heresy … it not only

makes Christians incredibly naïve in approaching complex

problems, but it can shatter the fragile faith of the believer

who expects the magic wand to work every time. When those

problems don’t disappear … he questions whether his

spirituality is faulty. The result is guilt … If we trust this

fairy-tale brand of Christianity, we eventually fall victim to its

consequent paralysis … as we confront our own repeated sins

and failures, [and] also as we encounter the stumblings of

those to whom we minister.

p. 43

One writer says:

“The two greatest tests of character are wealth and poverty.”

(source unknown)

The problem with Abraham and Lot—the difference between

the two—is Abraham just had a tent. He was just passing

through. But Lot was busy pouring concrete. He was going to

stay a while. He settled himself down for everything here and

now.
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Paul says all these things are true of us. What are the rest of

them? Look at verse 12.

v. 12 and we are toiling, working with our own hands;

when we are being reviled, we are blessing; when

we are being persecuted, we are enduring it.

“and we are toiling, we are working with our own hands; when

we are being reviled, we are blessing; when we are being

persecuted, we are enduring it.”

10. “we are toiling”—that is to the point of exhaustion.

11. “we are working with our own hands”—when he came into

Corinth he and Priscilla and Aquila started building tents so

they wouldn’t be a burden to everybody.

12. “when we are being reviled, we are blessing”—we don’t

respond in kind when people are ugly to us.

13. “when we are being persecuted, we are enduring it.”

Matthew 5:10-12

Blessed are you when you are persecuted for righteousness

sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven….

v. 13 When we are slandered, we are trying to speak in

a friendly manner; we have become as the scum of
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the world, dirt scraped off of all things, even until

now.

“When we are slandered, we are trying to speak in a friendly

manner; we have become as the scum of the world, dirt

scraped off of all things, even until now.”

14. “When we are slandered, we are trying to speak in a

friendly manner;”

By the way, 1 Peter 3 says that’s how husbands are supposed

to respond to their wives.

1 Peter 3:8-12

…but give a blessing instead; for you were called for the very

purpose that you might inherit a blessing.

It is our responsibility to refrain our tongue from evil and our

lips from speaking guile, and to be those who speak words of

blessing.

Now that fifteenth characteristic is a very interesting one.

And there are two possible meanings.

15. “we have become as the scum of the world, dirt scraped off

of all things, until now.”

What does it mean to be “the scum of the world” or “dirt

scraped off”?
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The word communicates the garbage after the banquet. It’s

like we’re the scrapings that they put in the trash after

everybody’s had a big meal. We are the “scrum of the world,

dirt scraped off of all things.”

But there is another meaning of that word that is probably

closer to Paul’s intention. Remember the Greeks were heavy

into idolatry.

When Paul spoke on Mars Hill he said:

“I perceive you’re very religious because I’ve been walking

through all of your idols. And I found one down there to the

unknown God and I want to preach to you about the idol to

the unknown god.”

Remember that? Well the Athenians and the Greeks believed

that when a plague came through the area, they had huge

numbers of fatalities, that they had a special strain of flu that

would take lives. And in their religion they believed that when

that happened the gods were angry because people were

dying. So what did they do? They found the lowest human

being in town and they offered him as a human sacrifice to

placate the gods.

And that’s what Paul says people think we are. When they’re

getting ready to offer a sacrifice to their gods, they look for us.

Now he starts out, number one, by saying he’s exhibited last
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in the train to be given as food to the lions in the coliseum or

the fight until death. And then he ends it by saying we’re the

sacrifice. That’s how people feel about us as Christians.

Let’s take those 15 words though, just to get the impact:

1. “spectacle,”

2. “fools,”

3. “weak,”

4. “without honor,”

5. “hungry,”

6. “thirsty,”

7. “poorly clothed,”

8. “roughly treated,”

9. “homeless,”

10. “toiling,”

11. “working,”

12. “reviled,”
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13. “persecuted,”

14. “slandered,” and

15. “scum.”

That’s the picture of real Christian living. And the reason it is,

it is out of that affliction that God gets the greatest glory and

fruit is borne in lives. It’s when people can see us doing this

and living in these kinds of circumstances that God gets the

glory.

But what have we done? We’ve pumped our young people full

of ideas that life is meant to be just a bed of roses. Like one

guy who was really having a rough time and he says, “Life

ain’t no ride on no pink duck.” That says it. It’s not like that.

It’s a whole lot different.

Someone said:

“A bad day in heaven would be better than a good day on

earth.”

(source unknown)

Now that’s a guy who, just because everything isn’t going his

way, has a right to throw in the towel and quit.

Here’s another one. This is a sad one:

(Transition: The Stages of Adult Life by Charles Sell)
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There is a story about an old man who left a suicide note

that read something like this: “I lost my hat today; after losing

so much, that was one more loss than I could handle.”

p. 219

There are a lot of people out there like that. They’re not really

relating to their trouble and the difficulties in their lives and

realizing their gifts from God to develop Christlike character

because it isn’t being preached. It’s just all supposed to be

wonderful and if it isn’t wonderful it’s time to check out. It’s

time to throw in the towel and quit.

Jack Mayhall in his book on discipleship tells this story that

describes it pretty graphically:

(Discipleship: The Price and the Prize by Jack Mayhall)

The story is told of a small boy who had to have corrective

surgery on both [of his] legs and for months [he] had to

continually wear braces…night and day in order that his

bones [might] be re-formed properly. Many nights he would

cry pitifully because of his pain. “Mommy, Mommy,” he would

weep. “I can’t stand it anymore. Please take the braces off for

a while. Please, Mommy, please. I just can’t take it any

longer.”

“I can’t take the braces off, Honey,” his mother would

reply.

“Oh, Mommy, please. It hurts so bad. Take them off

please,” he would beg pathetically.
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With tears in her eyes, his mother would say, “Son, I can’t

take them off. But I [can] lie in bed with you and hold you in

my arms and cry with you.”

pp. 80-81

And sometimes God has to say, “I can’t take it off!” Paul

prayed three times that thorne would be delivered from

him—in 2 Corinthians 12—and God said, “No! No! But My

grace is sufficient for you. For My strength is made perfect in

your weakness.” “Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in

my infirmities,” Paul says, “that the power of Christ might

rest upon me.” (ref. 2 Corinthians 12:9)

When we properly relate to the adversity in our life, it is

earning us the right for a great witness.

Job just went through series after series after series but he

became fruitful in his affliction when he began to realize that

God has a right to bring anything He wants into our lives to

make us into the image of His Son.

And it doesn’t necessarily have to be this list, but we’ve at

least got to be ready to expect it to come. Not because He

hates us but because He loves us and He wants to make us

productive.

Now these last verses, if we want to know what it is to be a

good father, Paul calls himself a father to the Corinthians.

And there are some great verses here. He says it’s just like

this is family.
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v. 14 Not as shaming you am I writing these things, but

admonishing you as my beloved children.

“I am not as shaming you am I writing these things, but I am

admonishing you as my beloved children.”

“I don’t want you to feel ashamed just because you feel this

way. I don’t want you to feel ashamed because I’m having a

rough time. That’s not the deal.”

He says, “I am admonishing you as beloved children.”

Now there are SIX CHARACTERISTICS of a good father here:

1. admonishes,

2. loves,

3. begats,

4. sets an example,

5. teaches, and

6. disciplines.

All six of those things are going to come out in these verses as

we talk about the relationship of Paul, the father to the rest of

the Corinthian believers. And so he’s getting ready.
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“I am admonishing you as beloved children.”

(The Great Deceiver by Paul W. Powell)

A young football coach was hired as a scout for his college.

Before his first assignment, he said, “Coach, what kind of

player are [we] looking for?”

The coach said, “Well, there is the kind of guy who when

you knock him down, [he] just stays down.”

[And this guy says:] “We don’t want him, do we, Coach?”

“No. Then there is the kind of guy who, when you knock

him down, [he] gets up. But if you knock him down the second

time, he stays down.”

“We don’t want him either, do we, Coach?”

“No, we sure don’t. But there is the kind of guy who, when

you knock him down, [he] gets up; [you] knock him down, he

gets up; [you] knock him down, and he gets up; [and you]

knock him down again, and he just keeps [on] getting up every

time.”

“That’s the guy we want; right, Coach?”

“No, we don’t want him, either. [We want] the guy who is

knocking [everybody else down.”

p. 107

There’s the picture. That’s what we want. We want somebody

taking the initiative in life and knocking down the pins and

hanging in there and staying in there when everything is

going against them and it’s really, really rough.
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As soon as we begin to have a proper concept of suffering, we

are ready to make some real growth in our lives.

Urie Bronfenbrenner, a secular sociologist, wrote a book called

The Ecology of Human Development and he makes a very

sobering statement:

(The Ecology of Human Development by Urie Bronfenbrenner)

It seems that a childhood which shelters the young from the

hardships of life consequently fails to develop or test adaptive

capacities which are called upon in life crisis. To engage and

manage real-life (though not excessive) problems in childhood

and adolescence is to participate in a sort of apprenticeship for

adult life” (pp. 249-250).

In the words of the banished Duke, “Sweet are the uses of

adversity” (As You Like It).

p. 273

Take it and realize that we can fail in the development of our

children if we don’t allow them to have the privilege of

experiencing some stress and hardship in their lives.

“Now I’m not shaming you as I write these things, but I’m

admonishing you as beloved children.”

v. 15 For if you may be having ten thousand tutors in

Christ, yet you would not be having many fathers;

for in Christ Jesus through the gospel I became

your father.
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“For if you may be having ten thousand tutors in Christ,”—or

teachers—“yet you would not be having many fathers; for in

Christ Jesus through the gospel I became your father.”

Isn’t that a great thought? Everybody Paul led to Christ, he

considered them his spiritual children.

In the little book of Philemon, when he’s writing to Philemon,

the wealthy businessman in the Lycus Valley—whether it was

Colossi, Laodicea or Hierapolis—one of those cities, Paul met

Onesimus in prison in Rome. Onesimus had stolen from

Philemon and he went to Rome and Paul led him to Christ. In

the letter Paul says, because he could kill Onesimus if he

wanted to for what he did:

Philemon 10

I appeal to you for my child, whom I have begotten in my

imprisonment, Onesimus,

In other words, “This is my son. I gave birth to him

spiritually.”

Do we have anybody that calls us dad/mom? Do we have any

spiritual children? It’s going to make heaven so wonderful for

us to have people whose lives we’ve touched and who’ve come

to know Jesus because of our life and our witness.

Paul says we can have all kinds of teachers. We can listen to
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them by the dozens, but we only have one spiritual father.

We have all kinds of teachers, but we have one father! One

where we can put down our roots—someone who has led us to

Jesus Christ.

Now here he is a father.

v. 16 I am exhorting you, therefore, be becoming

imitators of me.

“I am exhorting you, therefore, be becoming imitators of me.”

That’s tremendous. He says, “I am walking with the Lord

Jesus, now you walk with Him. Follow Him just like I do.”

Do we have anybody following in our footsteps? People who

really admire and respect us and they’re walking close to the

Lord because they’re following in our footsteps?

There’s a touching story about a minister’s son who was

terminally ill. And the father had to go tell his son that he was

going to die. And so knowing that the son had accepted Christ

as Savior, he tempered his pain and suffering by the fact that

at least he was going to go to glory. But he went with a heavy

heart to communicate with his son that the doctor said there

was nothing more that they could do.

First he read a passage of Scripture and he had a time of

prayer with his dear child. Then he gently told him that the

32

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



doctors could promise him only a few more days to live. “Are

you afraid [of meeting] Jesus, my boy?” asked his devout

father. Blinking away a few tears, the little fellow said

bravely, “No, not if He’s like you, Dad!” How that preacher’s

heart [must have] thrilled [with] those words. It meant his son

had seen Christ in him. The boy [had no] dread [of] meeting

the Savior whom his father had so accurately portrayed.

(From Our Daily Bread, August 8, year unknown)

Paul said, “I’m like a dad to you and I’m just asking you to

follow in my footsteps.”

v. 17 For this reason I sent to you Timothy, who is my

beloved and faithful child in the Lord, who will

bring to your remembrance my ways which are in

Christ Jesus, just as I am teaching everywhere in

every church.

“For this reason I sent to you Timothy, who is my beloved and

faithful child in the Lord,”—he came to know Christ in Lystra

after Paul had been stoned up there and he thought he was

dead—“who will bring to your remembrance my ways which

are in Christ Jesus, just as I am teaching everywhere in every

church.”

He’s used the term “brethren” in verse 6.

He’s used the term “beloved children” in verse 14.

“Father” in verse 15.
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And now “child” in verse 17.

So we can tell what’s on Paul’s mind here.

v. 18 Now some have become arrogant, as though I am

not coming to you.

“Now some have become arrogant, as though I am not coming

to you.”

There comes another word.

“kings,”

“superiority,” and

“puffed up.”

Now they’re “arrogant.”

v. 19 But I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I

shall find out, not the words of those who are

arrogant, but their power.

“But I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I shall find

out, not the words of those who are arrogant, but their power.”

Talk is cheap. We can talk about a lot of things but the thing

that really makes the difference is that through our ministry
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the power of God is being displayed.

We’re saying, “Well how can I tell that the power of God is

being displayed?”

v. 20 For the kingdom of God does not consist in words,

but in power.

“For the kingdom of God does not consist in words, but in

power.”

What kind of “power”? When a person’s life is demonstrating

the power of God instead of just a bunch of talk, it does these

FOUR THINGS:

1. It CHANGES lives—the power to change lives is our life

changing the lives of others.

2. Do we have the power to COPE with circumstances that

are coming into our life?—That shows us.

3. Do we have power to CHALLENGE others to walk with

Him?—That authority that we speak can tell them to walk

with Him too.

4. Do we have the power to CONFRONT those who need

confrontation?—Because of our own walk with God.

Paul says, “I don’t want to talk about their words. I want to

talk about their power—to change, to cope, to challenge and to
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confront.”

v. 21 What are you desiring? Shall I come to you with a

rod or with love and a spirit of gentleness?

“What are you desiring? Shall I come to you with a rod or with

love and a spirit of gentleness?”

Paul says, “I can come one of two ways:”

1. “I can come with a lot of LOVE because you’re cooperating

with me.”

2. “Or I can come with some DISCIPLINE.”

Jeane Westin in The Coming Parent Revolution says:

(The Coming Parent Revolution by Jeane Westin)

There is a Parkinson’s Law at work in the classrooms. It

states that disrespect expands to the extent it will be

tolerated. So does almost every other kind of negative

behavior.

p. 111

(The Coming Parent Revolution by Jeane Westin)

A Louisiana mother of two told me:

Today parents are supposed to be reasonable in their
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discipline. It’s important to listen and care about my [child’s]

point of view. But I think understanding them ought to be

followed by their understanding me. Instead, I get a whole

range of accusations like “You don’t trust me,” “You’re

old-fashioned,” “It’s not fair,” [and] “Everybody’s going.”

After all the “whys?” and [the] “why-nots?” I finally shout:

“Because I said so.” Sometimes they argue that’s not a good

reason. But whether they know it or not, it’s the best reason of

all. That’s when I put my knowledge and experience to work

for their own protection. I love them, but I’m in charge.

p. 189

That’s what Paul’s saying: “I’m in charge and I’m concerned.”

(The Coming Parent Revolution by Jeane Westin)

Parents in [many of] my talkshops longed to become more

action-oriented. One had this to say:

I’m going to give my kids the gift of accountability; I’m

going to say, “You are accountable to me for what you do.”

p. 191

And that’s what Paul says. “I can come in LOVE or I can come

with a ROD OF DISCIPLINE—the choice is yours as you

respond to what I’ve shared with you as your spiritual father.”

Now there are a number of lessons that we get out of our

study.
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Lesson #1: Divisions and strife come into the church when we

forget that we are servants and fellow workers.

That happens every time when we get puffed up, we get

arrogant, we get selfish. Division and strife come into the

church when we forget that we are servants and fellow

workers. We’re there to be a blessing to others.

Lesson #2: We must be careful not to go beyond what has been

written in the Word of God.

Lesson #3: Our task at the moment is not to reign like a king,

but to sacrifice like a saint.

Lesson #4: In our witness we are constantly on display.

We don’t even know that a lot of times but people are looking

at us because we claim to be Christians.

Lesson #5: How many spiritual children do you have?

The hope is we have lots of them. If we don’t, we need to get

burdened about the fact and give birth to quite a few.

Lesson #6: Words are meaningless without power.

Lesson #7: The true Gospel provides power.

The true Gospel provides power: to change, to cope, to

challenge and to confront.
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Have we come to know the Lord Jesus as Savior? Do we know

that in our heart?

(Choosing Plan A in a Plan B World by Jerry White)

Author William Saroyan, who once wrote that “the best

part” of a man “stays forever,” died in 1981 after a two-year

bout with cancer. Only five days before he was hospitalized he

telephone[d] the Associated Press to report that cancer had

spread to several of his vital organs. He then gave this final

statement to be used after his death: “Everybody has got to

die, but I have always believed an exception would be made in

my case. Now what?”

p. 161

(Facing Death and the Life After by Billy Graham)

… Andre Kole, [that] talented illusionist who traveled all over

the world as a representative of [Campus Crusade for Christ

as a magician], wrote about the death of his wife, Aljeana. She

had an incurable brain tumor, and for two years she endured

incredible suffering. She gradually lost the use of her arms

and legs and couldn’t move her head or body. She became

totally blind. Day after day she could do nothing but lie

helplessly in bed. Kole wrote, “While Aljeana was still able to

do some speaking, she always shared a poem that ended with

these lines: ‘We should not long for heaven, if earth held [our]

only joy.’”

p. 225
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That’s the problem. We’re preaching that it’s all here and we

can expect it. That it’s going to be wonderful and fabulous and

we’ve earned it after all because we’re so good. Instead we

need to realize that if heaven indeed held our only joy—if

earth held our only joy—we wouldn’t be those who longed for

heaven.

This letter comes from John Powell’s work The Secret of

Staying in Love:

(The Secret of Staying in Love by John Powell)

If I had only a short time to live, I would immediately contact

all the people I had ever really loved, and I’d make sure they

knew I had really loved them. Then I would play all [my]

records that meant [the] most to me, and I would sing all my

favorite songs. And oh! I would dance. I would dance all night.

I would look at my blue skies and feel my warm sunshine. I

would tell the moon and the stars how lovely and beautiful

they are. I would say “goodbye” to all [my] little things I own,

my clothes, my books and my “stuff.” Then I would thank God

for the great gift of life, and die in his arms.

…a College Girl’s Journal

p. 150

Can we do that? Do we really have an understanding now, as

a result of this message, why sometimes it gets rough in our

lives as Christians? Not because He’s mad at us, not because
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He’s chastening us—none of those reasons—but simply He’s

allowed it to pass His desk. It’ll never touch our life unless it

does. And in His sovereign purpose, He allowed it, so that He

could make us more like the Lord Jesus.

Father, we thank You for this passage of Scripture. For the

reality of it, for the relief that it brings when we realize that

in the crucible we are being conformed to the image of Christ.

That You are doing what You told us You were going to

do—make us more like Your Son. Forgive us for resisting and

rebelling against those things which You have allowed. Those

special, special circumstances that have some reason behind it

that we don’t fully understand. May we lift our hearts with

those words in 1 Corinthians 13: “We see through a glass

darkly but then we’re going to see face to face. We know only

in part but we’re going to know even as we were known.” And

to leave it until that day when You unroll the canvas and You

give us all the reasons why. Encourage each of us to continue

to do Your good work in our lives in making us more like Your

Son. And as a result of that, may we become productive and

have many spiritual children. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:

Running to Win

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

STUDY NUMBER SIX – 1 CORINTHIANS 4:6-21 NOTES

v. 6 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to

myself and Apollos for your sakes, in order that in us you might

learn not to go beyond what has been written, in order that no one

of you might be puffed up in favor of the one against the other.

v. 7 For who is conceding you any superiority? And what are you

having which you did not receive? But since also you received it,

why are you boasting as though you did not receive it?

v. 8 You already are having all you could wish, already you became

rich, without us you have become kings; and I wish indeed that

you had become kings in order that we also might reign with you.

v. 9 For I am thinking, God exhibited us apostles last of all, as men

condemned to death; because we have become a spectacle to the

world, both to angels and to men.

v. 10 We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in Christ; we

are weak, but you are strong; you are distinguished, but we are

without honor.

v. 11 To this very hour we are hungry and thirsty, and are poorly

clothed, and are roughly treated, and are homeless;

v. 12 and we are toiling, working with our own hands; when we are

being reviled, we are blessing; when we are being persecuted, we

are enduring it.

v. 13 When we are slandered, we are trying to speak in a friendly

manner; we have become as the scum of the world, dirt scraped off

of all things, even until now.

v. 14 Not as shaming you am I writing these things, but

admonishing you as my beloved children.

v. 15 For if you may be having ten thousand tutors in Christ, yet

you would not be having many fathers; for in Christ Jesus through

the gospel I became your father.
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NOTES

v. 16 I am exhorting you, therefore, be becoming imitators of me.

v. 17 For this reason I sent to you Timothy, who is my beloved and

faithful child in the Lord, who will bring to your remembrance my

ways which are in Christ Jesus, just as I am teaching everywhere

in every church.

v. 18 Now some have become arrogant, as though I am not coming

to you.

v. 19 But I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I shall find

out, not the words of those who are arrogant, but their power.

v. 20 For the kingdom of God does not consist in words, but in

power.

v. 21 What are you desiring? Shall I come to you with a rod or with

love and a spirit of gentleness?

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Corinthians 4:6-21 and in your own words pull out

the main thought of this passage.

2. What two purposes are behind Paul’s action, according to

verse 6?
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3. How does Paul describe the Corinthians, according to

verse 8?

4. Read verses 9-13 again and summarize your feelings about

following Christ wherever He might lead in His service.

5. Why is Paul writing these things, according to verse 14?

6. What was Paul’s relationship to them, according to

verse 15?

7. What is his charge against them, according to verse 18?
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8. What are the Corinthian choices, according to verse 21?

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular

study?

LESSON #1: Divisions and strife come into the church when

we forget that we are servants and fellow workers.

LESSON #2: We must be careful not to go beyond what has

been written in the Word of God.
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LESSON #3: Our task at the moment is not to reign like a

king, but to sacrifice like a saint.

LESSON #4: In our witness we are constantly on display.

LESSON #5: How many spiritual children do you have?

LESSON #6: Words are meaningless without power.

LESSON #7: The gospel provides power: to change, to cope, to

challenge, and to confront.
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