A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:
Running to Win
“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

Study Number Seven — 1 Corinthians 5:1-13

Suzanne Britt Jordan is a secular writer but she hits on the
whole business of marriage and the problem we’re having with
recognizing marriage for what it really 1is:

(Stress Points in Marriage by Bill and Deana Blackburn)

I think we have forgotten the fundamental basis of
marriage, a notion that has nothing to do with moonlight
and roses and my own personal wishes.

Marriage is a partnership far more than a perpetual
honeymoon. Anybody who stays married can tell you that.
It may be made in heaven, but it [has got to be] lived on
earth. And because earth is the way it is, marriage is
often irritating, unsatisfying, boring and shaky. I myself,
as a human being, am not always such a prize. Some days
I wouldn’t have me on a silver platter. But those seekers
after the perfect marriage are convinced that the spouse
will display perfection. The perfect mate, despite what
Cosmopolitan says, does not exist, no matter how many of
those tests you take.



Another alternative to looking elsewhere for the perfect
mate is trying to make over the one you've got into your image
of perfection. That won’t work [either]. And even if you could
remake your spouse, by the time you got through you probably
wouldn’t like what you had. I am reminded of a cartoon that
pictures a man talking to a marriage counselor. He says,
“Every year she gets me to change another habit she doesn’t
like. Now she says I'm not the man she married!” That’s a
no-win [situation].

p. 79

Truth was certainly spoken.

Lewis Yablonsky is a Jewish writer and he’s written a book
that has gotten wide circulation called Fathers and Sons. He
addresses some of the problems we’re having:

(Fathers and Sons by Lewis Yablonsky)

Many studies of the causes of various patterns of violent
behavior reveal a correlation between brutal fathers and
violent sons. The use of harsh discipline by a father to
socialize his son is often a significant factor in producing a
violent society.

Data on child-battering reveal that over 700 American
children are killed, over 100,000 are severely battered and
50,000 to 75,000 are sexually abused every year, mainly by
their fathers. The tragic results of these appalling statistics
are graphically illustrated in daily newspaper headlines that
report on criminals such as the “Hillside Stranglers,” the
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“Freeway Murderers” and others among the increasingly
commonplace killers and muggers of our time. Most
individuals of this type were victims of child-battering fathers;
who replicate the sins of their fathers.

p. 165

Now how do we solve that problem? How do we deal with 1t?
The passage we’re looking at 1s going to get into what we do in
situations where we have someone morally irresponsible.

Gavin and Patti MacLeod, as a result of getting back together,
have what they call their ten rules for a happily married
couple:

(Back on Course by Gavin and Patti MacLeod)

1. Pray Together Every Day.

2. Discuss [your]| Feelings and Desires.

3. Don’t Try to Change Each Other.

4. Don’t treat the Present as if It Were the Past.

5. Don’t Become Separated for Long Periods of Time.
6. Don’t Allow Other People to Separate You.

7. Be Sensitive to the Other Person.



8. Don’t Demand the Other [to] Be Strong and Perfect [all
the Time].

9. Give Each Other [some] Space.

10. Reaffirm Your Commitment [on a Daily Basis].
pp. 181-3

And much of what we’re having is the result of having so
much. And as a result, we’ve allowed relationships to become
secondary to what we possess.

Now 1n chapter 5 we introduce ourselves to a new section in
the epistle. The apostle at this point is going to begin to
address major problems.

In chapter 1 we found them divided.

In chapter 2 he found them living by the “wisdom of the
world” rather than the “wisdom of God.”

In chapter 3 they were carnal and childish—Iliving in the flesh
rather than the Spirit.

In chapter 4 he says the ministry isn’t for great personalities,
the minister is for servants and stewards who are
under-rowers and flight attendants who unselfishly give of
themselves to others.

Now what happens when the worldly wisdom comes into the
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church? What happens when we're invaded with the
philosophy of the world rather than what the Spirit of God has
to say in the Word of God?

We have a situation like what we have here now in chapter 5.
We have the manifestation of the flesh. We have lust and all of
1ts problems here that are going to come out in these verses.

Let’s pick up at verse 1 in the study.

v. 1 It is actually being reported that there is
immorality among you, and immorality of such a
kind that it does not exist even among the Gentiles,
that someone is having the wife of his father.

“It 1s actually being reported that there is immorality among
you, and immorality of such a kind that it does not exist even
among the Gentiles, that someone 1s having the wife of his
father.”

Now the word “actually” helps us understand that this is not
just rumor. It’s not hearsay. It 1s happening there in the
church.

And 1t’s “being reported”— yes it 1s. They get Christians acting
1mmorally and it’s “reported.” When ABC gets ahold of that,
it's a big story! And they love to plaster Christians with this
stuff.

“It 1s actually being reported that there 1s immorality among
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you...of such a kind that does not exist even among the
Gentiles,”

Now when the Christians start living in the flesh, they can
teach the Gentiles a few things. They can really go “whole
hog” in what they can do in the distortion of relationships
when they’re living in the flesh.

Some people who are kind of self-righteous and separatists
really don’t understand this. This man we’re talking about is a
Christian.

Every one of us has exactly the same potential within us. We
have an old nature that is there. It can rise up and act like
this.

And this does not mean that this man i1s not a Christian. It’s
going to be quite obvious when the story is over that he is a
believer.

Alright, he’s engaging in “immorality of such a kind that it
does not exist even among the Gentiles.” Now Paul couldn’t
write that today. If it could be expressed sexually, it’s been
expressed. We're living in a world that 1s filled with that kind
of thing. And he probably would have to say it’s “similar to
what’s being expressed among the Gentiles.”

And then we have the phrase: “that someone 1s having the
wife of his father.”



Now this 1s not his mother. This is obviously a younger woman
who has been married by his daddy. Whether his first wife
died or he divorced her or whatever, we won’t get into those
details. But he married and this son of the first marriage falls
in love with this new woman in the house.

And the word i1s “having.” That’s in the PRESENT TENSE so
1t’s going on right now.

He has done enough to lure her affections away from his dad
and he actually has caused her to divorce his dad and now he
1s “having” her. He 1s living with her and going to church and
fellowshipping with the Christians there in the city of Corinth:

Now that’s the picture.

Paul Powell has written a book called The Great Deceiver and
he says this:

(The Great Deceiver by Paul Powell)

The thrust of temptation i1s always the same: The one who
1s below us (Satan) appeals to that which 1s within us (our
desire) to draw us from the one who 1s above us (God).

p. 23

To create a distortion of relationship or a rupture in that
fellowship.

Ever read through the Bible just for the purpose of uncovering
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distorted sexual relationships? When we start looking at some
of the cases i1n the Bible, i1t’s incredible.

The Bible doesn’t cover it. In:
Genesis 19:36
So both of Lot’s daughters became pregnant by their father.

In Genesis 35:22 Rueben goes up to Jacob’s handmaid Bilah,
the handmaid of Rachel, and of course loses his birthright in
the process. In Genesis 49 Jacob makes reference to it.

Samson and Delilah—Ilost his strength and the glory of the
Lord departed. (see Judges 16:15-17)

David and Bathsheba—their affairs on the roof in 2 Samuel.
(see 2 Samuel 11:2-5)

Amnon and Tamar—Amnon, David’s first born, Tamar his
half-sister. And then Amnon rapes her on the pretense of
being sick. And he was sick in more than one way—ruining
her life. (see 2 Samuel 13:11-15)

Absalom and the concubines of David—when Absalom rebels
against David and takes the kingdom, the first thing that
Ahithophel recommends 1s that Absalom take all of David’s
concubines on the roof of the palace in front of all Israel and
possess them for his own. (see 2 Samuel 16:20-22)
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Those are just a few of some of the distorted sexual escapades
that are included in the scripture.

v. 2 And you have become arrogant, and have you not
mourned instead, in order that the one who has
done this deed might be taken out of your midst.

“And you have become arrogant, and have you not mourned
instead, in order that the one that has done this deed might be
taken out of your midst.”

Now what does 1t mean when he says “you have become
arrogant”?

Well when we “become arrogant,” we become defensive. Co-ed
dorms, live-in situations, magazines, videos, swapping of
wives. We just do our thing, and we're free to do what we
want.

Alright, let’s take the word “arrogant” and see what some
responses would be to a person who 1s “arrogant” about
1mmoral activity.

1. They would be DEFENSIVE.

For instance, “I have a right to happiness” and “I'm in love in
this situation so just bug off man” and “Really this is not so
bad when you compare it with so-and-so.” It’s terrible when we

compare it with the Scripture because it is not pleasing to
God.



2. EXCUSING

“Well really you know I've got a weakness along this line. It’s
kind of like alcohol. I've got a desire. I've got to fulfill it.
Evidently I've got a disease of immorality and so I've got to

b

go.

3. BROAD-MINDED

“Come on man! You're living in the day of free love. Love is
why I came here in the first place and love 1s now the reason I
must go.” If I don’t find enough warm fuzzies at home then
I've got to go find it somewhere else.

We’ve heard this next one.
4. PLATONIC

“Well, you know that our relationship is a platonic
relationship.” This is where two girls and a guy are living
together in the same house, or two guys and a girl. “Nothing
physical! We're just learning how to live with each other.” It’s
a platonic relationship. Never any physical intimacy involved.

The church at Thyatira, in the book of Revelation, the Lord
Jesus chides them. He says they're strong in “love and faith”
but he says that they are tolerating “the woman Jezebel, who
calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My
bond-servants astray, so they commit immorality.” (see

10



Revelation 2:19-20)
And that 1s the picture.

“you have become arrogant, and have you not mourned
instead,”

What’s the proper attitude when we discover sin? The proper
attitude, according to James 4 is mourning:

James 4:7-10

... Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts,
you double-minded. Be miserable and mourn and weep: let
your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy into gloom.
Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will
exalt you.

That word for “mourn” is the Greek word penthein. And that
Greek word 1s the same word that 1s used when somebody
dies. We mourn when we lose a friend. And we should mourn
when we're aware of sin as a believer. The mourning is just
the same.

Now notice what he says, and it’s kind of strong isn’t it?

“In order that the one who has done this deed might be taken
out of your midst.”

In other words, the church should have taken action that
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while he’s involved in this thing, he is not doing what is right
before God. He should be “taken out of [their] midst.”

Discipline should have been administered.

In Matthew 18: 15-17 Jesus gives us the pattern for dealing
with this kind of thing and it’s a lot different than what we
think 1t 1s.

Matthew 18:15
If your brother sins, go and reprove him in private...

The carnal nature of man 1s to want to know all the gory

details. And everybody wants to know. The jaws just start
flapping when there 1s moral irresponsibility. Everybody’s
talking about it. And that’s carnality—that is of the flesh.

What needs to happen 1s a private visit, according to Jesus. If
he listens, we have won our brother and it stops there. No
sense 1n passing this trash around. All it does 1s minister to
the old nature within us.

Matthew 18:16

But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you,
so that by the mouth of two or three witnesses every fact may
be confirmed.

Alright, now we have a visit of four. We have two or three guys
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talking to this fella who’s involved in this activity. And the
words that are stated are confirmed by the others who are
there. It’s not just one person against another now.

Matthew 18:17

If he refuses to listen to them, [step #3] tell it to the church;
then [step #4] if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him
be to you as a Gentile and a tax-gatherer.

In other words, treat him as an unsaved individual. Now
that’s what it means here to be driving him “out of your
midst.”

Obviously he’s had the visit from the one—privately—and he
hasn’t done anything about it. He’s had a visit by the two or
three and he hasn’t responded—he’s still with her. And it’s
been told to the church and the church hasn’t done what it’s
supposed to do. And at step #4, he’s still living with her so
drive him “out of your midst.”

See 1t? When we get to the fourth step then it isn’t so severe.
He’s had these other opportunities to respond, but he
obviously hasn’t.

Now what 1s the purpose of church discipline? Is it to hammer
some guy into the ground and make him feel horrible and to
ruin his life for the rest of his life? No.

The purpose of discipline every time is restoration. And we
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just don’t do that. We are the only army that shoots our own
wounded. That statement 1s true. We ostracize to the point
that we never allow restoration to fellowship.

Galatians 6:1 tells us what we're supposed to do:
Galatians 6:1

If a man 1s overtaken in a trespass, you who are spiritual
should restore him in a spirit of gentleness, looking to yourself
lest you too be tempted.

And so this isn’t to get a pound of flesh and to make an
individual feel badly. It is just dealing with sin like it 1s.

v. 3 For I, on my part, being absent in body but present
in spirit, have already judged him who thus did this
thing, as though I were present.

“For I, on my part, being absent in body but present in spirit,
have already judged him who thus did this thing, as though I
were present.”

What should be done according to the Matthew 18
prescription?

V. 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus, when you are
gathered together, and I with you in spirit, with the

power of our Lord Jesus,
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“And in the name of our Lord Jesus, when you are gathered
together,”—this is the church—"and I with you in spirit,”—see
the other three things have already been done—“with the
power of our Lord Jesus,”

Ever been in churches where the power of the Lord Jesus 1sn’t
revealed? Where it’s just a bunch of people getting together
and having a hyped up program and wishing that the power ot
Jesus was there, but it’s not? The reason is that the Spirit of
God 1s quenched—He’s grieved. And for this very reason we
don’t see it. But he says “with the power of our Lord Jesus.”

We can always link two things together. We can’t separate
these two things—OBEDIENCE and POWER. They have to
go together.

With obedience comes power. With obedience comes blessing.

v. 5 I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the
destruction of his flesh, in order that his spirit
might be saved in the day of the Lord.

“I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the
destruction of his flesh, in order that his spirit might be saved
in the day of the Lord.”

Now what does 1t mean “I have decided to deliver [him over] to

Satan”? Well Satan has already influenced him and so when

we want to destroy something, just call ahead to the wrecking

crew. Satan 1s a master at bodily chastisement. He 1s a master
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at wrecking and ruining lives.
“I have decided to deliver [him over] to Satan.”
Now has anybody else had this experience?

1 Corinthians 11:30

For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a
number sleep.

In 2 Corinthians 12:7 Paul says there was a “messenger of
Satan given to me, to buffet me in my flesh. I had a thorn in

my flesh.”

“I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the
destruction of his flesh,”

Now what does that mean? Well that can mean:

1. the destruction of his old nature—which is what’s causing
him to do this—not his new nature

Or probably the better reading would be:
2. the destruction of his flesh physically—and that he would

lose his physical life, but his spirit would be saved. So it is
obvious here that we have a Christian on our hands.

Now are there any other references in the Bible to individuals
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who’ve had confrontation with Satan and been hurt by it?

Well we immediately think of Job. He was totally devastated
by what went on in a horrendous series of things that just
wiped him out.

Peter did too. The Lord said, “Satan desires to have you that
he might sift you like wheat and I pray that you won'’t fail.

And when you are recovered you’ll strengthen your brethren.”
(see Luke 22:31)

Did he? He got blown out of the tube in the three-fold denial
but then he got it back together and he preached that great
sermon at Pentecost. And so, yes, he survived it.

And here what we have 1s, “I have decided to deliver such a
one [over] to Satan for the destruction of his flesh.”

One writer said:

“Sinning wouldn’t be so popular if the wages were paid
1mmediately.”
(source unknown)

And that’s true. If we recognized how serious the

consequences are, it wouldn’t be quite so popular in the long
haul.

It’s impossible to find anybody who’s really deeply happy,
who’s allowed sin to go on in their lives unjudged and undealt
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with. Playing with the devil is kind of like negotiating with
the Russians.

Ludlow Porch wrote A View From the Porch and he has this
very interesting little story about negotiating with the
Russians. But this is like playing around with the devil.

(A View From the Porch by Ludlow Porch)

Negotiating with [Satan] reminds me of the story about
the hunter and the grizzly bear. It seems that the hunter and
the grizzly [bear] met each other at the watering hole. The
hunger raised his rifle and was all set to shoot when the bear
spoke.

“Don’t shoot,” he said. “Let’s sit down and negotiate, but
first you must put your rifle down.”

And they sat down to negotiate. The bear said, “What do
you want out of life?”

“A fur coat,” the hunter answered. “What do you want out
of life?”

“A full belly,” the bear said.

In a few minutes the bear got up and left. The hunter
[had] a fur coat and the grizzly bear had a full belly. That’s
negotiation Russian style.
pp. 137-8

And that’s the way Satan does it too. He’ll put us inside a fur

coat alright. He'll give us what we want, and the bear will

have a full tummy in the process. And too much of that is

exactly what happens when we buy into the lie of the evil one.
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“In order that his spirit might be saved in the day of the Lord.”
The guy i1s a Christian.

Remember 1 Corinthians 3:15?

1 Corinthians 3:15

If any man’s work shall be burned up, he shall suffer loss; but
he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire.

v. 6 Your boasting is not good. Are you not knowing that

a little yeast is fermenting the whole lump of
dough?

“Your boasting is not good. Are you not knowing that a little
yeast 1s fermenting the whole lump of dough?”

Now the remainder of the passage has THREE QUESTIONS
and THREE COMMANDS i1n it.

Remember the story in the Old Testament of the Passover
when it was instituted in the land of Egypt? Pharaoh had been
plagued nine times and he’d gone through the sequence of a
little bit louder and a whole lot worse for nine times. And
finally God said on the tenth one, every first-born son is going
to die.

But He made provision for Israel to be protected. He told them
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to sacrifice a little lamb, take the blood and sprinkle it on the
doorpost of their home, so when the death angel came he
passed over the homes when he saw the blood.

And that 1s the celebration that is described here in these next
verses.

Now immediately following the Passover, the children of Israei
were instructed to eat unleavened bread for 7 days. It is called
the Feast of Unleavened Bread, or the Feast of Weeks,
because it’s 7 days of eating unleavened bread—bread made
without yeast.

So that’s the 1llustration of these next verses. The principle is
a little sure it can affect a whole lot. And that’s what he’s
going to get across here.

“Your boasting is not good.”

He already told them back in verse 2: “you have become
arrogant.”

But now he says they're even boasting about it and that’s not
good.

“Are you not knowing that a little yeast is fermenting the
whole lump of dough?”

(GGalatians 5:9
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A little leaven leavens the whole lump.

Paul’s talking about a little bit of LAW messes up a whole lot
of GRACE. Here a little bit of SIN pollutes the whole thing,
the whole LUMP. The body in Corinth is infected by the
tentacles of this which has not been dealt with.

We can say it’s just a little case of immorality, but it affects the
whole body.

In one of the Our Daily Bread booklets there was this
interesting story to show that illustrates how something so
little can have such devastating effects.

The president of a large business asked a credit agency
about the financial reliability of a certain company. He
received this telegram in reply: NOTE GOOD FOR ANY
AMOUNT. That message resulted in the loss of a huge sum of
money for the organization that had made the inquiry. You
see, the [note] should have read, NOT GOOD FOR ANY
AMOUNT. The addition of [just] one little letter E to the first
word [changed the whole meaning of the telegram and] led to
[financial] disaster. It wasn’t a big mistake in itself. In fact,
the person who made it might have argued, “Everything else I
did was absolutely [right]. True, I made one [little] slip, but
why all the fuss about a single letter of the alphabet?” The
answer, of course, is obvious. That seemingly tiny error
changed the entire meaning of the message and thus led to
financial ruin.

(From Our Daily Bread, April 17, year unknown)
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And he uses that—a little leaven. Leavens the whole lump—it
permeates it.

Here comes the first COMMAND. Our first QUESTION was
1n verse 6, now here’s our first COMMAND.

v. 7 Clean out the old yeast, in order that you may be a
new lump of dough, even as you are without yeast.
For indeed, Christ our passover was slain.

“Clean out the old yeast, in order that you may be a new lump
of dough, even as you are without yeast. For indeed, Christ
our passover was slain.”

We have the Passover Feast and then the Unleavened Bread.
That’s what he’s talking about here. And he says in view of the
fact that our Passover Lamb was slain, the Lord Jesus Christ,
we have a responsibility to clean up our act.

“Clean out the old yeast,”

Now how do we do that? Well we clean it out instead of
condoning it, we extricate it instead of excusing it.

2 Corinthians 7:1

And therefore, having these promises, dearly beloved, let us
cleanse ourselves from all defilement of body and spirit,
perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
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That’s it. God 1s in the business of blessing cleansed people.
It’s just there. The Father works and manifests Himself
among a cleansed people. And we need to realize that fact.

He died for the sins of the whole world! Now he says this is
why he wants them to do that—PURPOSE:

“In order that you may be a new lump of dough, even as you
are without yeast.”

Alright, there is the place of blessing. We've examined, the
heart’s been searched, and now we’ve dealt with 1t and we'’re
“without yeast.” So we're ready for God to use us as we
participate in the feast. Just a little affects a lot.

Dr. M. R. DeHaan was a Bible teacher on Radio Bible Class
for a number of years. He went home to be with the Lord and
his son Richard DeHaan took over. Dr. DeHaan tells a sad
story about his hobby.

He had the hobby of keeping honey bees and he had two huge
hives of bees. And he’d accumulated about 75 pounds of honey
when he heard from the bee inspector that his bees were
infected by a disease, of all things, called “foul brood.”

The inspector said it was going to be necessary for these bees
to be destroyed. And so Dr. DeHaan watched while the bee
inspector infected both hives with cyanide, destroying them,
and then burning all of the wooden frames and everything
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connected with the bees. He said in his sadness he learned a
great lesson. “Within me my flesh often produces the ‘foul
brood’ and there’s got to be continuous cleansing that takes
place in my life to keep me cleansed before Him.”

(Taken from 1 Corinthians: Devotional Studies on Living
Wisely by J. Allen Blair, pp. 114-15, paraphrased)

Ever had a hangnail that got infected? Where we don’t handle
1t and 1t just keeps getting worse and worse and 1t gets so
sore. It gets great big and puffy, and then all of a sudden we
have to lance that thing. It’s very painful and then we have to
put some antibiotic ointment on there and hope that it’s going
to get well. That’s exactly the picture.

We, on a regular basis, have to lance those things in our lives
that affect other people and infect the body.

Hebrews 12:15 says it:
Hebrews 12:15
See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no

root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by it many
be defiled;

Now once he gets across, then he says in verse 8:
v. 8 Let us therefore be celebrating the feast, not with

old yeast, nor with the yeast of malice and
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wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of pure
motives and truth.

“Let us”—here comes command #2—"“be celebrating the feast,”
How do we celebrate 1t? With “unleavened bread.”

“not with old yeast, nor with the yeast of ' —WHAT?—"malice
and wickedness,”

The problem in Corinth is not just immorality. The problem in
Corinth are sins of ATTITUDE—which 1s “malice”—and sins
of “wickedness”—which 1s ACTION.

So we have ATTITUDE and ACTION permeating the body in
Corinth, creating the circumstances that are there.

“but with the unleavened bread of —WHAT?—“pure motives
and truth.”

Can we say that? Can we say before God we have “pure
motives’ and we're walking in “truth”?

We want to be right with Him. We have been cleansed, as far
as we know, of anything that is offensive to Him. And we’re
walking in fellowship. That’s what he’s saying.

“Clean out the old yeast.” Come then as a new lump. Get rid of
the old yeast of “malice and wickedness” and come
“unleavened” with “pure motives and truth.”
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v. 9 I wrote to you in my letter not to be associating
with immoral people;

“I wrote to you in my letter not to be associating with immoral
people;”

Now, what Paul is telling us here is he wrote another letter.
First Corinthians is really 2 Corinthians. And the letter that
was lost was 1 Corinthians. And 2 Corinthians is 3
Corinthians. Now that doesn’t make a lot of sense. So we have
a letter that’s been written.

And they interpreted a statement that he made in that letter
that they weren’t supposed to be associating with immoral
people. Now we can’t do that. Jesus certainly did. He spent
more time with immoral people than He did with moral
people.

“He came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” (ref. Luke
5:32)

The physician comes to spend his time with the sick, not those
who are whole. And so verse 10 says:

v. 10 I did not at all mean with the immoral people of
this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or
with idolaters; for then you would have to go out of
the world.
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“I did not at all mean with the immoral people of this world, or
with the covetous and swindlers, or with 1dolaters; for then
you would have to go out of the world.”

If we were going to fulfill this responsibility, we’d have to
leave the world.

v. 11 But actually, I wrote to you not to be associating
with any so-called brother, if he should be an
immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or an
abusive person, or a drunkard, or a swindler—not
even to be eating with such a one.

“But actually, I wrote to you not to be associating with
any —WHAT?—"so-called brother,”

He’s not sure now. He says of his spirit being saved early in
the passage, but now if this thing persists in his life, he’s not
really sure he’s a Christian. So he says “so-called brother”
right now. He’s withholding his judgment.

“1f he should be an 1immoral person,”—now notice he adds a
couple of more here to this list when he’s talking about
Christians—"“or covetous, or an i1dolater,”—and look at the
next two, those are added—®or an abusive person, or a
drunkard, or a swindler—not even to be eating with such a

b

one.

So we're “not to be associating” and we're not to be “eating”
with them.
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Not to fellowship, not to share:

v. 12 For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Are
you not judging those who are within the church?

“For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Are you not
judging those who are within the church?”

Alright now he said something pretty strong.

What right do we have of judging somebody who’s not a
Christian? And yet we find Christians all the time doing
that—trying to make people measure up before they get
evangelized. God help us. It should be unconditional love and
total acceptance, knowing that the day is soon coming when
they will come to know Jesus Christ. We have nothing to do
with judging outsiders.

v. 13 But those who are outside God is judging. Drive
out the evil man from among yourselves.

“But those who are outside God 1s judging.”

Revelation 20:11-15

And I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from
whose presence earth and heaven fled away, no place was
found for them. And I saw the dead, the great and the small,
standing before the throne, and the books were opened; and
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another book was opened, which 1s the book of life; and the
dead were judged from the things which were written in the
books, according to their deeds....

We come to the third and the final command:

“Drive out the evil man from among yourselves.”

See the deterioration in it? From up here early in the passage
so that “his spirit may be saved.” He sees him as a sinning

brother.

Then we get down further in the passage, he’s a “so-called
brother.” And he gets down here to the end and he says:

“Drive out the evil man from among yourselves.”

That’s hard. Let’s talk about that for a minute and see if we
can soften the blow a little and understand what’s going on.

When there’s sin in the body of Christ, he says to be “judging”
those who are inside, back in verse 12. What does he mean by
that? And what does he mean by “driving out”?

There the THREE R’s:

1. REJECTION,

2. REPENTANCE, and
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3. RESTORATION.

Why is the individual rejected? Why 1s he called an “evil
man”? We have FOUR S’s:

1. SIN,

2. SELFISHNESS,
3. SEX, and

4. SATAN.

He needs to be rejected on the basis of the fact that these four
S’s characterize his life right now.

Now why the rejection? So that the man will REPENT.

Repentance 1s the second phase. What does that mean? How
do we know if somebody has really repented?”

Well they start out by saying, “I'm wrong. I'm sorry. I need to
be forgiven. I need to be cleansed. I need to be re-empowered.
I'm sorry that I've not only sinned but I've affected you as
fellow believers.”

And then we watch. Watch to see if this individual has a deep

hunger for the Word of God and for his prayer life and he

restores his spiritual disciplines. Then those individuals

should be held accountable to other believers and be willing to
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submit themselves to a group of believers on a regular basis.
And come under the authority of the existing believers in the
ministry and not to try to go on independently and have a
ministry, whether or not they are accountable.

That’s one of the greatest lessons in a Christian life. There are
no lone rangers out there who are really effective for God. The
more accountability we have, the greater our joy.

If there 1s real repentance, then this is going to happen.

Alright, guess what? It happened. For this guy it all turned
out wonderful.

In 2 Corinthians 2: 5-11 we have the rest of the story:
2 Corinthians 2:5-11

If anyone has caused sorrow, he has caused sorrow not to me,
but in some degree—in order not to say too much—to all of
you. Sufficient for such a one is this punishment which was
inflicted by the majority, [he was driven out from their midst]
so that on the contrary you should rather forgive and comfort
him, lest somehow such a one be overwhelmed by excessive
sorrow. Wherefore I urge you to reaffirm your love for him. For
to this end also I wrote that I might put you to the test,
whether you are obedient in all things. But whom you forgive
anything, I forgive also; for indeed what I have forgiven, if I
have forgiven anything, I did it for your sakes in the presence
of Christ, in order that no advantage be taken of us by Satan,;
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for we are not ignorant of his devices.

If Satan can’t get us to exercise discipline and bring about
restoration, then he’ll kill the discipline process by never
allowing restoration to take place. And a guy gets totally
wiped out. He’s discouraged, he becomes bitter and resentful
and he leaves. He 1s never restored to the fellowship of
believers. And that’s a sad, sad story.

How does Jesus handle the story of the Prodigal Son? As soon
as that kid comes to his senses in the pig pen and he starts
home, there’s an old man running to get his arms around him
and there’s reconciliation. There’s killing of the fatted calf.

Luke 15:20-24

...this my son was dead, and is alive again. Let us rejoice and
be merry.

Many, many churches today across America are beginning to
have Prodigal Son banquets, when those who have repented
are restored. And it’s a wonderful thing to let the individual
stand up and share the story of what the discipline did and
where they are in their walk with God as they come to submit
themselves to the authority of the brothers and sisters in the
body of Christ. Marvelous, marvelous experiences of God’s
blessing that comes from that! And that’s all we’re trying to
say in chapter 5.

Now these are the lessons we get out of the passage.
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Lesson #1: One of the manifestations of being controlled by the
flesh 1s immorality.

Lesson #2: The world loves to report matters like this.

Lesson #3: The Corinthian Christians were defensive, excusing,
and broad-minded about this matter.

Lesson #4: Church discipline involved taking him out, delivering
him over to Satan, and driving him out from among themselves.

Lesson #5: When we want to destroy something, call the head of
the wrecking crew: Satan himself.

Lesson #6: Clean out the sin, instead of condoning it.
Lesson #7: A little can affect a lot.

Lesson #8: The church cannot prevent evil, but it can exercise
discipline.

Lesson #9: Replace malice and wickedness with pure motives
and truth.

Lesson #10: God 1s the One who 1s judging those who are
outside.

This 1s from Max Lucado’s book No Wonder They Call Him the
Savior:
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(No Wonder They Call Him the Savior by Max Lucado)

Jesus knew that all along. For our own good, he
demanded and demands absolute obedience. He never has
room for “almost” in his vocabulary. You are either with him or
against him. With Jesus “nearly” has to become “certainly.”
“Sometimes” has to become “always.” “If only” has to become
“regardless.” And “next time” has to become “this time.”

No, Jesus never had room for “almost” and he still doesn’t.
“Almost” may count in horseshoes and hand grenades, but
with the Master, it is just as good as “never.”

p. 82

The hope in our own heart and life 1s that we are aware of
what God wants from us. And as a believer, we would also
realize what God wants from us. He wants the FOUR F's:

He wants FAITHFULNESS,

He wants FRUIT,

He wants FELLOWSHIP—He wants to talk to us, and

He wants a FUTURE with us—He wants to spend eternity
with us.

Faithfulness, fruit, fellowship and a future. Do we have that?
Those things are what lead to real joy and blessing.

Now how does that affect a marriage relationship? How do we
34



remain stable in an unstable society in our marriage? How
can we tell the difference between a real Christian marriage
and one that 1s wanting in the realm of commitment?

Hudson Taylor was a missionary to China. He made
tremendous sacrifices. His first wife died and he married
another lady and their baby and this wife also died after about
10-12 years together. The final scene of their life together is in
this conversation that was recorded by some who were
listening to it:

(Magnificent Marriage by George MacDonald)

“My hair 1s so hot!” she said.

“Oh, I will thin it out for you, shall I?” Hudson knew she
did not like her hair [to be] cut short because it could not be
done nicely in the Chinese way.

Her hair was matted and tangled by sweat. He began to
cut it all off except for [about] an inch of fuzz.

“Would you like a lock sent to each of the three children?
What message shall I send with 1t?”

“Yes, and tell them to be sure to be kind to dear Miss
Blatchley...and...and...to love Jesus.”

When he stopped cutting she put her hand to her head.

“That’s what you call thinning [it] out?” she smiled. “Well,
I shall have all the comfort and you [will] have all the
responsibility as to [how it] looks. I never do care what anyone
else thinks as to my appearance. You know, my darling, I am
altogether yours,” she said. And she threw her loving arms, so
thin, around him and kissed him in her own loving way for it.
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Later, as the morning drew on, another conversation between
Hudson and Maria began:

“My darling, are you conscious that you are dying?” She
replied with evident surprise, “Dying? Do you think so? What
makes you think so0?”

“I can see 1t, Darling.”

“What is making me die?”

“Your strength is giving way.”

“Can 1t be so? I feel no pain, only weakness.”

“Yes, you are going Home. You will soon be with Jesus.”

“I am sorry...”

“You are not sorry to go to be with Jesus?”

“Oh no!” (“I shall never forget the look she gave me,”
Hudson later said, [as he was looking into her eyes.])

“It’s not that. You know, Darling, that for ten years past
there has not been a cloud between me and my Savior.” [And
Hudson said] (“I [knew] that what she said was perfectly
true.”) “I cannot be sorry to go to [be with] Him,” she
whispered. “But it does grieve me to leave you alone at such a
time. Yet...He will be with you and meet all [of] your needs.”

“Soon after nine,” Pollock writes, “the breathing sank lower.
Hudson knelt down. With full heart, one of the watchers
wrote, he ‘committed her to the Lord; thanking Him for
[giving] her, and for the twelve and a half years of happiness
they had had together; thanking Him, too, for taking her to
His own blessed Presence, and solemnly declaring himself
anew to His service [for the Lord].”

Hudson Taylor had lost his wife and a baby. Pollock
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quotes the words of Taylor, “My heart wells up with joy and
gratitude for their unutterable bliss, though nigh to breaking.
‘Our Jesus hath done all things well.”

pp. 94-96

Father, we know so little of this kind of commitment. We
recognize we're living in days of temporary, distorted
relationships, and we need a real touch from You. We pray
that You'll teach us how to overcome adversity in our lives, not
by destroying relationships but by developing them. Teach us
Father how to walk with You in humble brokenness. We pray
for each one, that as these words are spoken they would pick
up where they are, not where they’d like to be. And that they
would make life what it is right now. Keep them from pointing
to the past as Satan would do, to bring guilt and apprehension
and anxiety and concern. Help them to look to the future and
what You have in store for them right at this very moment. We
love You and rejoice that You are so patient with us. And
You're so kind and You're so ready to forgive when we come in
repentance and brokenness. You do a beautiful job of
restoration—we thank You for that. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
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A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:

Running to Win

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

STtunpY NUMBER SEVEN — 1 CORINTHIANS 5:1-13

v. 1 It is actually being reported that there is immorality among
you, and immorality of such a kind that it does not exist even
among the Gentiles, that someone is having the wife of his father.
¥v. 2 And you have become arrogant, and have you not mourned
instead, in order that the one who has done this deed might be
taken out of your midst.

v. 3 For I, on my part, being absent in body but present in spirit,
have already judged him who thus did this thing, as though I were
present.

v. 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus, when you are gathered
together, and I with you in spirit, with the power of our Lord
Jesus,

v. 5 I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the
destruction of his flesh, in order that his spirit might be saved in
the day of the Lord.

v. 6 Your boasting is not good. Are you not knowing that a little
yeast is fermenting the whole lump of dough?

v. 7 Clean out the old yeast, in order that you may be a new lump
of dough, even as you are without yeast. For indeed, Christ our
passover was slain.

v. 8 Let us therefore be celebrating the feast, not with old yeast,
nor with the yeast of malice and wickedness, but with the
unleavened bread of pure motives and truth.

v. 9 I wrote to you in my letter not to be associating with immoral
people;

v. 10 I did not at all mean with the immoral people of this world,
or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters; for then you
would have to go out of the world.
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NOTES
v. 11 But actually, I wrote to you not to be associating with any
so-called brother, if he should be an immoral person, or covetous,
or an idolater, or an abusive person, or a drunkard, or a
swindler—not even to be eating with such a one.
v. 12 For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Are you not
judging those who are within the church?
v. 13 But those who are outside God is judging. Drive out the evil
man from among yourselves.

QUESTIONSZ

1. Read 1 Corinthians 5:1-13 and in your own words pull out
the main thought of this passage.

2. What report has Paul received, according to verse 17

3. What have they done wrong, according to verse 2?
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4. What kind of discipline are they supposed to perform,
according to verse 57

5. What happens with a little sin in our lives, according to

verse 67

6. Explain what Paul means in verses 9 & 10 about
assoclating with immoral people and the world.

7. What does Paul say about associating with fellow believers
who have unjudged sin in their lives, according to verse 117
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8. What has he asked them to do with this problem of sin in
the Corinthian church, according to verse 137

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: One of the manifestations of being controlled by
the flesh 1s immorality.

LESSON #2: The world loves to report matters like this.

LESSON #3: The Corinthian Christians were defensive,
excusing, and broad-minded about this matter.
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LESSON #4: Church discipline involved taking him out,
delivering him over to Satan, and driving him out from
among themselves.

LESSON #5: When we want to destroy something, call the head
of the wrecking crew: Satan himself.

LESSON #6: Clean out the sin, instead of condoning it.

LESSON #7: A little can affect a lot.

LESSON #8: The church cannot prevent evil, but it can exercige
discipline.

LESSON #9: Replace malice and wickedness with pure motives
and truth.

LESSON #10: God 1s the One who 1s judging those who are
outside.
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