
A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:

Running to Win

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

Study Number Eight – 1 Corinthians 6:1-20

Paul is probably one of the most incredible individuals that

ever lived. Try to reflect on the number of churches that he

founded and the number of miles that he traveled and the

work that he did.

Now he had to be an incredible human being. He didn’t have

airplanes and automobiles, and he still was able to cover so

much territory and get so much done. And then still have his

sanity in the midst of all of it.

No matter what was thrown at him, he was always coming up

standing on his feet. And we’ve seen just a little bit of that.

Life ain’t no ride on no pink duck. It’s tough, it’s rough. And

we face circumstances that overwhelm us and are beyond us,

and yet the people who are sound, who are walking with God,

are able to triumph and be victorious in the midst of that.

Paul’s that kind of a person. And he never gives up on people

that he commits himself to. He’s done that with the

Corinthian church.
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In chapter 1 they were divided but Paul hasn’t given up on

them.

In chapter 2 they’re living by the wisdom of the world rather

than the wisdom of God.

In chapter 3 they’re still childish and they should be grown up

in the faith.

In chapter 4 they haven’t learned the first lessons of being

servants and stewards.

In chapter 5 they were refusing to judge blatant immorality in

the church. In chapter 5 they weren’t judging and now they

are judging.

In chapter 6 they’re going to law courts with one another. And

Paul has to deal with this problem.

Now if there’s ever a passage of Scripture that is the perfect

passage for the fledgling preacher, this is it. Where else can

we find a passage that’s divided into two parts with three

sub-points under each part, and a key phrase that unlocks it

every time? This is a pure oasis for anybody who is a novice in

Bible study.

In the first 11 verses we have the first major point. We

remember what we are, and then there are three

sub-points—all starting with the words “are you not
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knowing?” “are you not knowing?” “are you not knowing?”

Sub-point number two starts at verse 12—remember WHOSE

we are. And then sub-point 1, 2, and 3—“are you not

knowing?”

See what has happened is, their carnality—living in the

flesh—their pride and their selfishness has led them to go to

court with each other. And Paul is deeply concerned about this

violation of love and so he addresses that issue in these first

few verses.

So what we’re saying is, remember what we are and watch the

little phrase jump out of the verses that give us the

sub-points. Let’s pick up at verse 1.

v. 1 Is any one of you, when he is having a case against

his neighbor, daring to be going to law before those

who are unrighteous, and not before the saints?

“Is any one of you, when he is having a case against his

neighbor, daring to be going to law before those who are

unrighteous, and not before the saints?”

His first question to them is, “Does any one of you have a

conflict or a case against your neighbor?” Now this means a

brother or sister in Christ. This does not mean somebody

who’s not a Christian. It’s their neighbor.

Sometimes Paul uses loaded words to really get across his
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point. And there are THREE LOADED WORDS in these first

11 verses:

1. “daring”—“I dare you to do that.”

He is shocked. He’s saying, “Is any one…daring to be going to

law before those who are unrighteous, and not before the

saints?”

Why is Paul shocked that these Christians are mad at each

other and they’re going to court against each other? It’s a

violation of the royal law of love.

Remember when the legal expert stood up and asked Jesus

what he had to do to gain eternal life? And then He turns to

this young man and He asks, “What does the Law say?” And

the young man says, “You shall love the Lord your God with

your whole heart and your whole soul, and your whole mind,

and your neighbor as yourself.” (see Luke 10:26, 27)

“You’re dealing with a pro.” That was kind of the attitude. And

then his next question is: “Who is my neighbor?” And Jesus

tells the story of the Good Samaritan and how we are to act

toward one another in times of need. We’re to love.

Here’s this guy splattered all over the road and two guys come

by and they’re very religious—a priest and a Levite—and they

pass by on the opposite side. But then comes the

Samaritan—this hated guy—filled with love and compassion.

He ministers to his needs, takes him to the inn, takes care of
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him for the night and then pays for any additional fees that

are necessary for taking care of him. (see Luke 10:25-37)

That is what Jesus Christ felt like our fulfillment of the royal

law of love was. We would be involved in helping people who

really hurt in the body of Christ.

Now in the Upper Room He said exactly the same thing. Just

hours before He’s hanging on the cross, He tells His men:

John 13:34, 35

A new commandment I’m giving unto you, that you love your

one another, that you also love one another. By this shall all

men know that you are My disciples, if you are loving one

another.

And so Paul, justifiably so, is showing that this is completely

out of character for a Christian to seek revenge against a

brother or a sister by going to court before unrighteous judges.

Leviticus 19:18

Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your

people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord.

“Is any one of you…daring to be going to law before those who

are unrighteous, and not before the saints?”

Notice that’s in the PRESENT TENSE.
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Whenever we have it in the present tense it means it’s

happening. So he says in any way “you’re daring”—they are

doing it—“to be going.” Yes, they are going to court before one

another and that’s why he presents it this way.

Now there are FIFTEEN QUESTIONS in these 20 verses.

And so as we walk through here, he is emotionally involved.

When Paul is asking questions, it’s like he’s trying to bring to

the surface the real problem. So we can spot the questions.

The big question here in this first verse is why can’t

Christians handle their own stuff? Why does the world need to

see us fighting with one another?

The world loves negative press when it comes to Christians.

They love to do that.

And another way they love to really clobber Christians is

when they see them in-fighting and when they’re doing things

against each other and they claim to be Christians.

Remember in the previous study when we were talking about

how we’re supposed to handle these things when we have

differences with somebody? Remember what Jesus said in

Matthew 18:15-17? He says first go to the person privately,

then take two or three others along the second time so that we

can establish every thought in the mouth of two or three

witnesses. And then if he doesn’t respond to those two

overtures, then the third time tell it to the church. And then if
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he doesn’t respond to the church, of course, treat him as an

outsider.

That’s the way God designed that we settle our differences

among ourselves rather than to go to heathen courts before an

unrighteous judge and let him judge in the affairs of believers.

Now see verse 2? There’s the first time we have that little

phrase.

If we’ll just observe the Bible sometimes, it’ll just fall right out

for us. And it’s because we read too fast and we don’t really

stop and meditate on it that we don’t get what’s there. This is

so easy. See verse 2:

v. 2 Or are you not knowing that the saints shall judge

the world? And if the world is being judged by you,

are you not competent to settle trivial cases?

“Or are you not knowing”—there’s the first time. That’s going

to occur SIX TIMES in the passage, so that’s part of our

outline.

“are you not knowing”—Alright, what are we “not knowing”?

“that the saints shall judge the world? And if the world is

being judged by you, are you not competent to settle trivial

cases?”

We’re remembering what we are. Realize that as a Christian
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we are a world judge? Paul’s argument here is from the

GREATER to the LESSER.

If our future involves the judgment of the world, surely we can

handle the pickin’ little problems that we have between

ourselves without having to go to court. So it’s an argument

from the greater to the lesser here in the first part of this.

What does that mean?

“are you not knowing that the saints shall judge the world?”

Did we know that was going to happen?

When Jesus Christ comes back again to set up His kingdom,

we come with Him. And we are going to rule and reign with

Christ. And at the Great White Throne Judgment we’re going

to be there and we’re going to be involved in that. We’re going

to see the universal condemnation of men, women, boys and

girls who never chose to come to know Jesus Christ as Savior.

Revelation 20:11-15—is a sad, sad picture. And so what he’s

saying here: “Remember what you are. You are judging the

world in the future! Can’t you now in the present handle these

little problems without violating the law of love between

brothers and sisters in the body of Christ?”

Now notice the next verse—it’s exactly the same repetition.
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v. 3 Are you not knowing that we shall judge angels?

How much more the ordinary matters of this life?

“Are you not knowing”—there’s our second one—“that we shall

judge angels? How much more the ordinary matters of this

life?”

It’s hard to believe that we’re not only going to judge the

world, but we’re going to be involved in judging angels, isn’t

it?

That scares us a little bit. But there are two passages of

Scripture that indicate that there is some judgment yet

coming. The first one is in 2 Peter:

2 Peter 2:4

For if God did not spare the angels when they sinned, but cast

them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness,

reserved for judgment;

Who’s going to do the judging? Believers.

And then in the little book of Jude:

Jude 6

And angels who did not keep their own domain, but

abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds

under darkness for the judgment of the great day.
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Yes. We are going to be involved in the judgment of the angelic

realm that fell when Satan rebelled in Isaiah 14.

We are privileged to be the recipient of God’s grace. He loved

us so much that He took on human flesh and died on the Cross

for our sins. And “He is long-suffering, not willing that any

should perish but that all should come to repentance.” (ref. 2

Peter 3:9)

Are we hardened toward that or does our heart well up with

joy and praise? The angels didn’t get a second chance. They

fell—they’re reserved for judgment and it’s all over.

The difference between the way a holy God handles the

angelic realm and the way He handles us is absolutely

phenomenal. It ought to overwhelm us with deep gratitude

and praise for the grace of God, that we are going to be

elevated to the place of judging angelic realms that never had

the opportunity to experience God’s grace and a second

chance.

That throws it in bold relief to recognize that God is so

concerned and He’s not willing that any of us should perish,

but that all would get their act together and come to

repentance and let their lives line up to the grace of God and

what He has provided on Calvary’s Cross. Don’t ever get over

that.

“This do in remembrance of Me.”
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“This do in remembrance of Me.”

Remember the cup. Remember the bread. Remember Jesus

Christ and what He did for us and His love for us.

v. 4 If then you are having law courts dealing with the

ordinary matters of this life, are you appointing as

judges men who have no standing in the church?

“If you are having law courts dealing with the ordinary

matters of this life, are you appointing as judges men who

have no standing in the church?”

“Now if you’ve already set up law courts to handle some of

these things, then you need to be appointing spiritual

leadership to judge these things properly.”

v. 5 I am saying this to your shame. Is it so, that there is

not among you one wise man who will be able to

decide between his brethren?

“I am saying this to your shame.”

What was our first word? It was the word “daring” back in

verse 1: “Are you daring?”

What’s the second graphic word? “I am saying this to your

shame.”
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“Is it so, that there is not among you one wise man who will

be able to decide between his brethren?”

Are we as concerned about division in the body of Christ as

the Lord obviously seems to be?

Back in Genesis 13 when Abraham and Lot come out of Egypt

with all of their dwellings, there is real dissension between

the cowboys of Abraham and the cowboys of Lot over

pastureland. And Abraham says it very astutely in Genesis

13:8 when he says:

Genesis 13:8

Abram said to Lot, “Let’s not have any quarreling between you

and me, or between your herdsmen and mine, for we are

brothers.

Don’t let the world see us fighting. Let’s not have any

quarreling. Let’s settle this thing. We are brothers.

1 John 3:10-11

By this the children of God and the children of the devil are

obvious; anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of

God, nor the one who does not love his brother. For this is the

message which we have heard from the beginning, that we

should love one another.

In 1 Corinthians 13 Paul says:
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1 Corinthians 13:1, 2

If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not

have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. IF

I have the gift of prophecy, and know all the mysteries and all

knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains,

but do not have love, I am nothing.

Paul says, “Why can’t you organize yourselves? Why can’t

there be appointed believers to settle these issues so you don’t

have to go to law courts before unrighteous judges?”

Probably one of the greatest illustrations of that is in Exodus

18. Moses has led the people out of the land of Egypt and he’s

spending his whole day listening to court cases and handling

the situation. And his wise father-in-law comes along and tells

him he needs to change his whole program. It’s really neat

how it goes.

Exodus 18:15-23

Moses answered him, [this is his father-in-law] “Because the

people come to me to seek God’s will. Whenever they have a

dispute, it is brought to me, and I decide between the parties

and inform them of God’s decrees and laws.”

Moses’ father-in-law replied, “What you are doing is not

good. You and these people who come to you will only wear

yourselves out. the work is too heavy for you; you cannot

handle it alone. Listen now to me and I will give you some
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advice, and may God be with you. You must be the people’s

representative before God and bring their disputes to him.

Teach them the decrees and laws, and show them the way to

live and the duties that they are to perform. But select capable

men from all the people—men who fear God, trustworthy men

who hate dishonest gain—and appoint them as officials over

thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. Have them serve as

judges for the people at all times, but have them bring every

difficult case to you; the simple cases they can decide

themselves. That will make your load lighter, because they

will share it with you. If you do this and God so commands,

you will be able to stand the strain, and all these people will

go home satisfied.”

And it’s always good to listen to the next statement:

Moses 18:24

Moses listened to his father-in-law and did everything he said.

Amen. May it so be.

And he set up a structure where all of that could be taken care

of in this great multitude of people, solving their disputes.

v. 6 But brother is going to law with brother, and that

before unbelievers?

“But brother is going to law with brother, and that before

unbelievers?”
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There’s the problem. See the word “going”?—PRESENT

TENSE. They’re “going to law” with one another and before

“unbelievers.” That’s the whole problem.

v. 7 Actually, then, it is already an utter defeat for you,

that you are having lawsuits with one another. Why

not rather be wronged? Why not rather be robbed?

“Actually, then, it is already an”—WHAT?—“utter defeat”

There’s our third ugly word.

1. The first one was “daring” back in verse 1,

2. And then “shame” in verse 5,

3. And now he really comes right down to it. Frankly he says

it’s “an utter defeat.”

“it is already an utter defeat for you, that you are having

lawsuits with one another. Why not rather be wronged? Why

not rather be robbed?”

He said wouldn’t it be better to take it in the chops than to go

before someone in a heathen court to accomplish the

objectives?

In the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5 Jesus says:
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Matthew 5:38-42

You have heard it said, “An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a

tooth. But I say to you, do not resist him who is evil; but when

he slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him also the other.

And if one wants to sue you, and take your shirt, let him have

your coat too. And whoever shall force you to go one mile, go

with him two. Give to him who asks of you and do not turn

away from him who wants to borrow from you.

Romans 12:19

Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the

wrath of God, … vengeance belongs to Him.

To hesitantly quote from the Greek philosopher, Plato:

“A good man will always choose to suffer wrong rather than to

do wrong.”

(source unknown)

This is consistent with Scripture. Good point and case in

point.

Harry Ironside tells the incredible impact on his life when he

saw two distinguished spiritual men fighting with each other.

He says this:

Many years ago as a little fellow I attended a meeting in

Toronto where some difficulty had come up between brethren
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and they did as the apostle suggests. My dear mother took me

along. “Little pitchers have big ears,” and I well remember

how horrified I was to see men I esteemed and had been

taught to respect apparently so indignant with each other. I

can remember one man springing to his feet and with

clenched fists saying, “I will put up with a good deal, but one

thing I will not put up with, I will not allow you to put

anything over on me; I will have my rights!” An old Scotch

brother who was rather hard of hearing leaned forward

holding his ear and said, “What was that, brother? I did not

get that!” “I say, I will have my rights,” said the man. “But you

did not mean that; did you? Your rights? … And you are

forgetting—aren’t you—that Jesus did not come to get His

rights, He came to get His wrongs, and He got them.” I can

still see that man standing there for a moment like one

transfixed, and then the tears broke into his eyes and he said,

“Brethren, I have been all wrong. Handle the case as you

think best,” and he sat down and put his face in his hands and

sobbed before the Lord, and everything was settled in three

minutes.

(source unknown)

God always blesses the obedient heart.

And there is a royal law of forgiveness. It is the law of love.

That healing will come as we learn how to forgive.

Lewis B. Smedes wrote a book called Forgive and Forget and

he says this:
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(Forgive and Forget by Lewis B. Smedes)

So we need to forgive the unrepentant for our own sake.

We need to forgive people who do not care if only so that we do

not drown in our own misery.

p. 69

That we can be free to forgive. And to be free to forgive to the

point that we forget.

Stephen Brown in his book No More Mr. Nice Guy tells the

story of about evangelist Leighton Ford:

(No More Mr. Nice Guy by Stephen Brown)

[He] told about a man who owned a Rolls Royce. While

traveling on vacation, there was a mechanical failure. The

man called the company from which he had bought the car,

and they flew in a mechanic from England to repair it. After

waiting a number of weeks for a bill for the repair job, the

man wrote to the company in England and asked for a bill. He

received a telex. It read: “We have no record of a Rolls Royce

with [ever having] a mechanical failure.”

[You see] Because of the death of Christ, the Christian

stands clean before the God of the universe.

pp. 111-112

And God is basically saying we have no record of any failure.

Our sins are washed away. There as though they’ve never

been. God has totally cleansed us and He expects the same for
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us in our ability to forgive. And sometimes it really hurts but

he says, “I’m saying this to your shame. I am saying do you

dare to do this? I’m saying this is an utter defeat”:

“Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be robbed?”

v. 8 On the contrary, you yourselves are wronging and

robbing, and that your brethren.

“On the contrary, you yourselves are wronging and robbing,

and that your brethren.”

We’re the ones who are taking the initiative and we’re doing

it! And it’s in the PRESENT TENSE.

And now here comes our third “are you not knowing”—isn’t

this easy?

We had it back in verses 2 and 3 and now here’s the third one.

v. 9 Or are you not knowing that the unrighteous shall

not inherit the kingdom of God? Stop being

deceived; neither one who is practicing sexual

immorality, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor

effeminate, nor homosexuals,

“Or are you not knowing that the unrighteous shall not inherit

the kingdom of God? Stop being deceived; neither one who is

practicing sexual immorality, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor

effeminate, nor homosexuals,”
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He is getting ready to show us in point #3 that he’s saying the

“unrighteous” are not going to “inherit the kingdom of God” or

eternal life.

And he makes a pretty strong list here. There are 10 WORDS

that he uses to describe a person who is not a Christian.

Psalm 1:4-6

Not so the wicked!

They are like chaff

that the wind blows away.

Therefore the wicked will not stand

in the judgment,

nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.

For the Lord watches over the way

of the righteous,

but the way of the wicked shall perish.

He says: “Stop being deceived.”

Recognize that people who are participating in this kind of

activity on a regular basis are definitely not believers and they

will not inherit the kingdom of God.

Now before we land on these 10 words, let’s be reminded of the

little word “practicing.”

We are knowing “that the unrighteous shall not inherit the
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kingdom of God.”

Paul, when he talks about these words, talks about the word

“practicing” because if this is a habit pattern of our life—every

one of us has an old nature within us. And it is possible on a

given occasion to have an accident and a problem. And as

believers, we come and confess that and deal with it.

That is not “practicing” it. That is not a habit pattern. It’s an

accident. But a person who’s living this kind of lifestyle, it’s a

manifestation of the fact that they’ve really never come to

know Jesus Christ.

Now let’s look at it for a minute:

1. “one who is practicing sexual immorality”—in other

words, this is his lifestyle. He knows nothing of faithfulness.

He knows nothing of stability. He’s trying to find his pleasure

in relationships, here and now—going from person to person.

The Bible is very strong and very clear on that sort of thing. If

immorality is a way of life, then it’s a manifestation of the fact

that the person is not a believer.

Ephesians 5:3

But do not let immorality or any impurity or greed even be

named among you, as is proper among the saints.

What’s the second word?
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2. “no idolaters”—we’ve had a grim example of that back in

our early chapters because the Corinthians were idolaters.

And lots of contemporary idols serve as distractions from what

God has for us in our lives.

1 John 5:21

Little children, guard yourselves from idols.

3. “no adulterers”—this is sex relationship outside the

bounds of marriage.

4. “no effeminate”—now let’s land on that word for a minute.

That’s the Greek word malakoi which means “soft.”

This is an individual who has lost his manhood. He’s soft. It’s

used in TWO WAYS. It refers to:

1. soft CLOTHES and

2. PEOPLE who are attracted to one another rather than

the opposite sex. Therefore they’re “effeminate”—they’re

feminine.

This is what this word communicates. It also communicates to

individuals who give themselves to homosexual activity.

We’re in such a permissive society that we accept and condone

this stuff. Nowhere in the Scripture does God do it. It is a
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horrible distortion. It is repulsive to God. And everywhere we

see it, it is totally condemned.

And may God cause us to be at least honest enough to

recognize that. And he moves from the “effeminate” to the

“homosexual” in the next word.

The fifth worth is:

5. “homosexuals.”

We shouldn’t have any trouble understanding how God feels

about homosexuality when we realize that He rained fire and

brimstone on the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah that were

famous for it. They were the citadel of the gay alliance and the

gay community. And God saw to it that the cities were totally

destroyed.

Romans 1:24-27

God gave them over to the lusts of their hearts to impurity,

that their bodies might be dishonored among them. … For this

reason, God gave them over to degrading passions; for their

women exchanged the natural function for that which is

unnatural, and in the same way also the man abandoned the

natural function of the woman and burned in their desires

toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts

and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their

error.
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v. 10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor

abusers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of

God.

“nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor abusers, nor

swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God.”

That’s an ugly list, isn’t it? But we see it today.

Thieves—“covetous”—people who just can’t get enough.

“drunkards,”

“abusers.”

Jeane Westin wrote The Coming Parent Revolution and she

says there’s one abuse that needs to be remembered and that’s

PARENTAL ABUSE! She says this:

(The Coming Parent Revolution by Jeane Westin)

Battered parents—abused, heartsick, and heretofore

silent. Now the story of parent abuse is beginning to emerge

from the darkness of intimate terrorism.

Is it surprising that the home is the battleground it seems

to be? In a culture that promotes aggressiveness, a

look-out-for-number-one attitude, and a “right” to

self-fulfillment—a culture that sneers at authority, maturity,

and parental rights—the home has become the most likely

place for conflict.
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I asked parents in all sections of the country to rank, from

a list I provided, the most important things in their

adolescents’ lives today. The following are the results: (1) self;

(2) peer groups; (3) money; (40) rock music; (5) television; (6)

telephone; (7) sports; (8) family; (9) education; and (10)

religion.

p. 33

And another father said it this way:

(The Coming Parent Revolution by Jeane Westin)

Years ago there was a humorous explanation for the

Yiddish word chutzpah. It’s when a kid kills [both of] his

parents, then expects the court to show mercy because he’s an

orphan. That’s no joke anymore.

p. 83

And then she gives several illustrations from people that she

surveyed, and listen to this. This is a mother in Maine:

(The Coming Parent Revolution by Jeane Westin)

I have long felt the anger of lovingly raising a pair of

children who seem to feel their only purpose in life is the

pursuit of their own pleasure. I thought they would learn to be

loving and kind and sensitive to others through the good

example their father and I tried to set. But the older they got,

the worse they got. Although we offered them a college

education, our daughter, the eldest, stayed two years in two
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schools, gave up on an art career, took a dog-grooming course,

hitchhiked around the country, and is now back—living at

home, studying bartending. She doubts she will ever make the

commitment of getting married, never intends to have

children, wants to live only for the moment. What has

happened to ambition?

[And then her son:]

The boy lasted two weeks in college and has since had a

variety of jobs, none requiring more than minimum effort and

producing little more than minimum wages. He only recently

left home to live with four other young people, but he has at

least four meals [at home each week] rides to his job with his

[dad], brings home his laundry and his Doberman when she

goes into heat. He has perhaps untied the apron strings, but

won’t let me take off the apron.

pp. 23-24

And this is a Wisconsin mother:

(The Coming Parent Revolution by Jeane Westin)

I’ve been married for 30 years and haven’t had my turn

yet. My oldest son, a lawyer, is married and has an

18-month-old son. I’m “too stupid” to have input on

child-raising, but not too stupid to baby-sit night after night.

My second child, a daughter, has a master’s in English; she

brings her laundry home for me to do on weekends. My third,

a college graduate and flight attendant, is having a ball; she
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never even writes. My fourth, a daughter, is a college

freshman studying World Culture, whatever that is. My whole

life has been jumping when one of them yelled “Jump!”

p. 27

We’re facing it today because of the supreme selfishness of the

children we’ve raised. They expect that they’re going to have

everything handed to them for the rest of their lives. And they

haven’t learned what blood, sweat and tears are all about.

Sacrifice, study and work are a foreign terminology in their

life.

One college student said that he thought manual labor was

the president of Mexico. That is a classic illustration of what

we’re talking about here.

10. “nor swindlers.”

“Thieves,” “covetous,” “swindlers”—neither shall they “inherit

the kingdom of God.”

When we get to verse 11 we get to the end of the first part.

v. 11 And such were some of you; but you were washed,

but you were sanctified, but you were justified in

the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit

of our God.

“And such were some of you; but you were washed, you were

sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus
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Christ, and in the Spirit of our God.”

There is the shout of the triumph of Christianity. That is the

picture of what happens when we become a Christian.

Has this happened to us? Have we indeed been “washed”?

Have we been “sanctified”? And are we “justified”?

The little word “were” occurs THREE TIMES:

1. “such were some of you; but”—sometime in the past,

2. “you were washed”—how did that happen?

3. “you were justified.”

“…by the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the

Holy Spirit.” (Titus 3:5)

Ephesians 5:26

…by the washing of the water of the word of God.

That can happen by receiving Christ.

Isaiah 1:18

“Come now and let us reason together,” say the Lord. “Though

your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.”
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We are “washed.”

We are “sanctified.”

We are made holy—we’re set apart to God.

We are “justified”—that means we are declared perfectly

righteous in God’s sight.

The work of Christ upon the Cross and His grace provided all

these wonderful things for these people.

He said, “You Corinthians were like this, but now this is

what’s happened since you’ve become a Christian. And that

ought to be a great motivation for them not to violate the royal

law of love.”

“such were some of you;”

“But now you’ve been ‘washed,’ you’ve been ‘sanctified,’ you’ve

been ‘justified.”’

Now, what are we? What are we? Well, we’re going to judge

the world. We’re going to judge angels. And we know that the

unrighteous are not going to inherit the kingdom of God. And

we are those who’ve been “justified,” “sanctified,” and

“washed.”

And so we have an inheritance.
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Now the last thing he’s going to talk about in these remaining

verses is to remember WHOSE WE ARE.

It’s WHAT WE ARE—verses 1-11.

WHOSE WE ARE—verses 12-20.

There are some very sobering verses here. Let’s just take a

moment to look at it.

v. 12 All things are lawful for me, but not all things are

profitable. All things are lawful for me, but I will

not be mastered by anything.

“All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable.

All things are lawful for me, but I will not be mastered by

anything.”

“I won’t allow anything to take control of my life.”

There’s a CLEANSING in verse 11 and

a CONVICTION in verse 12.

“I will not allow anything to dominate me. Whether it’s a habit

or it’s something else, I will not allow myself to ‘be mastered

by anything‘ in any way.”

v. 13 Food is for the stomach, and the stomach is for

food; but God will do away with both of them. Yet
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the body is not for immorality, but for the Lord; and

the Lord is for the body.

“Food is for the stomach, and the stomach is for food; but God

will do away with both of them. Yet the body is not for

immorality, but for the Lord; and the Lord is for the body.”

When we were “washed” and we were “sanctified” and we

were “justified,” we became His again. He made us for Himself

and then by His death on Calvary’s Cross He purchased us by

the blood of His Son.

That’s being bought twice. We were created for Him first and

then secondly He purchased us by the death of His Son.

Now we all know that “Food is for the stomach, and the

stomach is for food.” Our only problem is, we eat too much!

And as a result, we overindulge.

Ludlow Porch is quite a pork and he wrote a book called A

View From the Porch and this is what he says:

(A View From the Porch by Ludlow Porch)

Fat is where it’s at.

Hitler was skinny, and look [at the] quarrelsome old boy

he was. On the other hand, Santa Claus will go about two

hundred and forty, not counting his Ho-Ho’s.

And never forget the motto of the N.A.A.F.P. [the National

Association of Fat People]: “There’s nothing neat about seeing
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your feet.”

I know not what course others may take, but I for one

stand with Patrick Henry, who said…

“More gravy, Leon.”

p. 47

Yes, “Food is for the stomach”—but again we can be brought

into slavery to that.

And he says, “I won’t be brought into slavery to anything. We

belong to the Lord and ‘the body is not for immorality, but for

the Lord.”’

Now let’s wrap it up here—verse 14.

v. 14 Now God raised up the Lord and will also raise us

up through His power.

“Now God raised up the Lord and will also raise us up through

His power.”

Not only do we belong to Him, but one of these days He’s going

to raise us from the dead. He raised His Son from the dead on

that first Easter morning. And we too are going to be raised

and stand before Him. What a powerful motivation.

Now verses 15, 16 and 19 are our THREE POINTS—“Are you

not knowing” three more times.

32

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



v. 15 Are you not knowing that your bodies are

members of Christ? Having taken away then the

members of Christ, shall I make them members of a

harlot? May it never be!

“Are you not knowing that your bodies are members of Christ?

Having taken away then the members of Christ, shall I make

them members of a harlot? May it never be!”

“I can’t compromise. I can’t give myself over to the things of

the world. That would be like giving them to a harlot.”

“May it never be!”

v. 16 Or are you not knowing that the one who is

joining himself to a harlot is one body with her?

For He is saying, “The two will become one flesh.”

“Or are you not knowing that the one who is joining himself to

a harlot is one body with her? For He is saying, ‘The two will

become one flesh.”’

v. 17 But the one who is joining himself to the Lord is

one spirit with Him.

“But the one who is joining himself to the Lord is one spirit

with Him.”

We have to make a choice here. This is not where we can have

our cake and eat it too. There’s a choice to whom we’re going
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to be married and whom we’re going to be loyal to. Is it going

to be the Lord or is it going to be this fleeting, temporary life

where we live only for the pleasures of here and now? Are we

going to make a courageous choice and put the Lord first in

our life?

v. 18 Be fleeing immorality. Every act of sin which a

man may do is outside of his body, but the one who

is sexual immorality is sinning against his own

body.

“Be fleeing immorality. Every act of sin which a man may do is

outside of his body, but the one who is sexual immorality is

sinning against his own body.”

Why?

We only need to recognize what David said after his silence

after the affair with Bathsheba:

Psalm 32:3

My moisture has turned

into the drought of summer.

My body wastes away

through my grownings all day long.

The horrendous physical impact that takes place as a result of

this.
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So what do we do with all of this sin? What do we do with all

this inconsistency?

Max Lucado says it well:

(No Wonder They Call Him the Savior by Max Lucado)

So up the hill we trudge. Weary, wounded hearts

wrestling with unresolved mistakes. Sighs of anxiety. Tears of

frustration. Words of rationalization. Moans of doubt. For

some the pain is on the surface. For others the hurt is

submerged, buried in a rarely touched substrata of bad

memories. Parents, lovers, professionals. Some trying to

forget, others trying to remember, all trying to cope. We walk

silently in single file with leg irons of guilt. Paul was the man

who posed the question that is on all of our lips, “Who will

rescue me from [the] body of [this] death?”

p. 90

Who will set me free?

Sin produces a moment of gratification and an eternity of

remorse.

CHOICE not CHANCE determines our destiny.

Who is going to be lord? And to whom are we going to unite

ourselves?
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v. 19 Or are you not knowing that your body is a temple

of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you are

having from God, and that you are not your own?

“Or are you not knowing that your body is a temple of the

Holy Spirit”

That word “temple” is the same word that we had back in

chapter 3—that’s the Holy of holies.

Our body is the Holy of holies. God now chooses to dwell in us.

He chose to dwell in the Old Testament tabernacle. He chose

to dwell in the Old Testament temple. He chose to dwell in

Jesus Christ, but today He dwells in believers. We, as our

bodies, are “temples of the Holy Spirit.”

“who is in you, whom you are having from God, and you are

not your own?”

Why?

REASON:

v. 20 For you were purchased with a price. Now

therefore glorify God in your body.

“For you were purchased with a price.”—and what a horrible

price—“Now therefore”—FINAL COMMAND—“glorify God in

your body.”
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One old Puritan writer put it this way:

“Calvary was a marketplace where the Saviour bought us with

His blood, but He never got His money’s worth.”

(source unknown)

What a price He paid! How sad it is that we don’t allow Him to

have our bodies where He can express His glory in us as those

who are redeemed.

Now the lessons we got out of those verses are as follows:

Lesson #1: Paul’s challenge to the believers is to handle their

differences among themselves.

Lesson #2: We are going to judge the world and the angels.

Lesson #3: A good man will always choose to suffer wrong

rather than to do wrong.

Lesson #4: Have you ever been washed, sanctified, and

justified through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ?

Lesson #5: Is Jesus Christ lord of your body?

Lesson #6: Our body is the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit.

Lesson #7: Jesus Christ purchased us with His blood on

Calvary’s cross.
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Lesson #8: We are commanded to glorify God in our body.

Are we making sure disobedience is dealt with? Are we

glorifying Him in the way we’re taking care of our body?

Listen to the disciple as he writes:

“So that I may grow in Christ.”

The question is:

From what we have already learned about the Design of

Discipleship, there are several reasons why we need to spend

daily time with God—meditating on His word and conversing

with Him in prayer.

Someone writes:

“So that I may grow in Christ to testify to my fellows. To resist

the temptation to sin. To get to know Jesus as my personal

friend and Savior.”

(source unknown)

One writer put it this way:

We have these choices:

If you remember what you are, you’re going to be careful how

you relate to your brothers and sisters in the body of Christ.
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When you remember whose you are, you recognize you’ve got

some hard choices to make. Please make the right ones.

(source unknown)

(Discipleship: The Price and the Prize by Jack Mayhall)

Do you remember the story of Demas? Demas deserted

Paul because he loved this present world (2 Tim. 4:10). Demas

had been with Paul on one of his trips to Thessalonica.

Perhaps he had seen a cute little blonde there or had talked

with a group of flourishing businessmen who wanted to make

him a partner and told him, “If you ever get tired of walking

down dusty roads with Paul, why don’t you come back here

and join us? We’re making piles of money. This is a nice town

to settle down in.” Perhaps it was the blonde and the business,

but Paul said, “[Demas loved this present world and] deserted

me and has gone to Thessalonica.”

Can you picture Demas? He’s married the blonde, [he]

lives in a penthouse apartment overlooking Thessalonica, and

[he] has two camels in the garage. He has everything the

world has to offer. I can imagine Demas standing out on his

balcony in a silk bathrobe with the lights of the city below,

thinking about how it used to be with Paul—how they were

thrown out of cities and into jails. It was a tough but [it was

an] exciting time.

All we really know about Demas is that he had fallen in

love with the world. He didn’t finish the course. He retreated.

What a sad commentary to a life.

The need of the world is for men and women who have

counted the cost and determined to pay the price to make
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Christ complete Lord of their lives—to do all the will of God.

[Three R’s and don’t you forget them. Every time you

think of me.] No rival—no refusal—[and] no retreat.

pp. 148-9

No RIVAL—no REFUSAL—and no RETREAT.

Keep pressing on. Revival can only begin when God takes our

little vessel, cleansed, and He uses it to do great things. But

He will not use a dirty one.

(The Master Plan of Discipleship by Robert E. Coleman)

The Spirit fills anyone willing to trust everything to Jesus

[Christ].

p. 130

No RIVAL—no REFUSAL—no RETREAT.

Father, we thank You for Your Word, for this great passage

that we’ve had a chance to share together. Thank You Father

that You’ve reminded us of what we are and the future that

we have in store. We’re going to judge the world and angels,

and there’s not going to be any place in the Kingdom of God

for those who are continually practicing unrighteousness.

Thank You that You’ve taught us WHOSE we are. We belong

to You. We’ve been purchased by the blood of Your Son. We

have been washed, if we’ve availed ourselves of that. We’ve

been sanctified, made holy and we’ve been justified in Your

sight. We’re declared perfectly righteous. Father help us to
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make You Lord. To let You be first in our lives and that You

might be glorified in the work that is taking place around us

because You really are Lord and You are touching people’s

lives through us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of 1 CORINTHIANS:

Running to Win

“Handling the Hurdles That Can Hurt You”

STUDY NUMBER EIGHT – 1 CORINTHIANS 6:1-20

NOTES

v. 1 Is any one of you, when he is having a case against his

neighbor, daring to be going to law before those who are

unrighteous, and not before the saints?

v. 2 Or are you not knowing that the saints shall judge the world?

And if the world is being judged by you, are you not competent to

settle trivial cases?

v. 3 Are you not knowing that we shall judge angels? How much

more the ordinary matters of this life?

v. 4 If then you are having law courts dealing with the ordinary

matters of this life, are you appointing as judges men who have no

standing in the church?

v. 5 I am saying this to your shame. Is it so, that there is not

among you one wise man who will be able to decide between his

brethren?

v. 6 But brother is going to law with brother, and that before

unbelievers?

v. 7 Actually, then, it is already an utter defeat for you, that you

are having lawsuits with one another. Why not rather be wronged?

Why not rather be robbed?

v. 8 On the contrary, you yourselves are wronging and robbing, and

that your brethren.

v. 9 Or are you not knowing that the unrighteous shall not inherit

the kingdom of God? Stop being deceived; neither one who is

practicing sexual immorality, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor

effeminate, nor homosexuals,

v. 10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor abusers,

nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God.
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NOTES

v. 11 And such were some of you; but you were washed, but you

were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord

Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God.

v. 12 All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable.

All things are lawful for me, but I will not be mastered by

anything.

v. 13 Food is for the stomach, and the stomach is for food; but God

will do away with both of them. Yet the body is not for immorality,

but for the Lord; and the Lord is for the body.

v. 14 Now God raised up the Lord and will also raise us up through

His power.

v. 15 Are you not knowing that your bodies are members of Christ?

Having taken away then the members of Christ, shall I make

them members of a harlot? May it never be!

v. 16 Or are you not knowing that the one who is joining himself to

a harlot is one body with her? For He is saying, “The two will

become one flesh.”

v. 17 But the one who is joining himself to the Lord is one spirit

with Him.

v. 18 Be fleeing immorality. Every act of sin which a man may do is

outside of his body, but the one who is sexual immorality is

sinning against his own body.

v. 19 Or are you not knowing that your body is a temple of the

Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you are having from God, and

that you are not your own?

v. 20 For you were purchased with a price. Now therefore glorify

God in your body.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Corinthians 6:1-20 and in your own words pull out

the main thought of this passage.
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2. What does Paul say about going to court against a fellow

believer, according to verse 1?

3. Who are we going to judge in the future, according to

verse 3?

4. What is Paul’s recommendation, according to verse 5?

5. Who does Paul say will not inherit the kingdom of God in

verses 9 & 10?

6. What three things happened to the Corinthians when

they became Christians, according to verse 11?
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7. What does Paul say about our bodies, according to

verse 15?

8. What does Paul command them to do, according to

verse 18?

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular

study?

LESSON #1: Paul’s challenge to the believers is to handle

their differences among themselves.

LESSON #2: We are going to judge the world and the angels.

LESSON #3: A good man will always choose to suffer wrong

rather than to do wrong.

LESSON #4: Have you been washed, sanctified, and justified

through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ?

LESSON #5: Is Jesus Christ lord of your body?

LESSON #6: Our body is the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit.

LESSON #7: Jesus Christ purchased us with His blood on

Calvary’s cross.

LESSON #8: We are commanded to glorify God in our body.
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