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12 For if we have any right to glory, it is because our con-
science bears testimony that whatever we did was done in punty
of motive and in a sincerity which had its source in God, in
reliance, not on worldly cleverness, but on the gracious help of
God. This is true of all our conduct in the world, and it is more
abundantly so of our relations to you. 18 Do not believe for a
moment that I write one thing at one time and another at
another. I write nothing different from what I have written
before. My meaning lies on the surface; you read it and you
recognize it as true; and I hope that the time will never come
when you will refuse to recognize it as such: Mjust as, in fact,
you have recognized about us—some of you, at any rate—that
you have good reason to glory in us, even as we also look forward ™
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12 For if we have any right to glory, it is because our con-
science bears testimony that whatever we did was done in purity
of motive and in a sincerity which had its source in God, in
reliance, not on worldly cleverness, but on the gracious help of
God. This is true of all our conduct in the world, and it is more
abundantly so of our relations to you. 8 Do not believe for a
moment that I write one thing at one time and another at
another. I write nothing different from what I have written
before. My meaning lies on the surface; you read it and you
recognize it as true; and I hope that the time will never come
when you will refuse to recognize it as such: Mjust as, in fact,
you have recognized about us—some of you, at any rate—that
you have good reason to glory in us, even as we also look forward’
to glorying in you in the Day of the Lord Jesus.

1t was out of consideration to you that I abandoned my
original plan of coming to see you.

15 In the confidence that we stood on these terms of mutual
trust and esteem, and that you would not take it amiss if T was

obliged after all to change my plans, I entertained the desire to
come first to you, so that I might give you the pleasure of two
visits from me on the same tour, % one on my way to Macedonia
and one on my way back from it, and then be helped forward by
you to Judea. 17 Well, that was my desire. Do you suppose
that I did not care whether I fulfilled it or not? that I make
plans and unmake them, like a man of the world, just as the
fancy of the moment takes me, and that, when I give a promise,
I always hold myself free to break it, if I please. 18 But, what-
ever you think of me, God is faithful, and of this you have
evidence, in that the Gospel which we preach to you is no un-
certain message wavering between ¢ Ves’and ‘No.) 1 For the
Son of this same faithful God, Christ Jesus, who was proclaimed
among you by us—by me and Silvanus and Timothy—was not
found by you to be a waverer between ‘Yes’ and ‘No’; a
steadfast ‘Yes’ has ever been found in Him. 2 For however
many promises God may have made to us, they are all of them
assured to us in Christ with His affirming ¢ Yes’: He is their
fulfilment. And so it is through Him that the * Amen’ goes up
to God in thankful assent, and He is glorified through the faith
of us who are His ministers. 2 And it is God who causes us,
yes, and you also, to be securely established in the life of His
Anointed, and it is God who anointed us, 2 and sealed us as
His own, and gave us the presence of His Spirit in our hearts
as an earnest and foretaste of future blessings.

#Now it is this same faithful and never-failing God that I
who have been distrusted by you call as a witness ; and, as my
life shall answer for it, I assert that it was from a wish to spare
you pain that I abandoned my original plan of coming to
Corinth. # Do not misunderstand me again. We have no wish
to domineer over you as regards your faith ; not at all. But we
do wish to have a share in making you happy in your faith.
You need no one now to tell you what to believe; as regards
that your condition is sound. II. !For I made up my mind for
my own sake not to come again to see you in pain and grief; it
would be better to stay away. 2For if I of all men make you
grieve, who then is to cheer me when I need cheering but
the very people who receive pain and grief from me? 8This
is just what I said in the letter which I wrote instead of coming ;
that it was better not to come at all, if, instead of the happiness

which I might expect to have from you, I was to have only
pain and grief by coming; because I was and am confident,
with regard to every one of you, that what gives me happiness
is a happiness to all of you. *For that letter was the out-
come of intense affliction and anguish of heart. I shed many
tears as I wrote it.  Yet it was not written to make you grieve,

but to make you see how abundantly my love overflows towards
you.
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% As regards him who has been the cause of the sorrow, it is
not so much to me that he has caused it (I do not wish to be
considered at all) as to all of you; and perhaps not to all of you,
for there may be exceptions, and I do not wish to be hard upon
any one. S1I think, therefore, that the punishment which was
inflicted by the majority is sufficient in the circumstances, and
those who thought it inadequate need not insist upon anything
more; Ton the contrary, you may now turn round and forgive
and encourage him. ®If you fail to do thls, a person in his
circumstances may sink down in despair in the excess of his
grief. I therefore implore you to leave him no longer in suspense,
but at once, by some formal act, put into execution, not any
sentence of further punishment, but the renewal of your love for
him. ?This request that you should forgive him is not at all
inconsistent with the letter which I sent instead of coming, for I
wrote that letter, not so much in order to be severe on him, as
to have a sure test whether in all respects you are prepared to
obey me.. 1° You have proved your loyalty by punishing where
punishment was due; but now, if you decide to forgive, you may
rest assured that I agree with that decision ; for—and this is one
more point—if there has been anything for me to forgive, it is
for your sakes that I have forgiven it, not thoughtlessly, but as
in the presence of Christ. (11Batan is always on the watch to
get an advantage over us,”/ He did get an advantage when he
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on)y disturbing anxiety about you is now removed ; but it
was so intense that, although, when I came to Troas to preach
the Gospel, God gave me openings there which were very
favourable, 13 yet I could not settle to any fruitful work, because
Titus, who was to bring me news of you, was not to be found
there. In my eagerness to learn what success he had had among
you I said good-bye to Troas and went on to Macedonia to
meet him the sooner. 4 But, God be thanked, all has turned
out for the best. God, as always, led us along in His triumphal
train with Christ, using us as His instruments to diffuse the
sweet odour of His Gospel in every place. 5 For it is of the
fragrance of Christ that we ourselves are a sweet savour to God
among both those who are in the way to deliverance and those
who are in the way to destruction, 16 to the one being a savour
exhaled from death and breathing death, to the other a savour
exhaled from life and breathing life. It is an awful charge, and

" what ministers are competent to undertake it? 17 Some are not,
but by God’s grace we are. For, unlike most teachers, we are
not men who for their own ends corrupt God’s message. No;
with sincerity in our hearts, nay with God in our hearts, and
with His eye upon us, as befits those who are members of Christ,
we deliver our message. # '
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the

!In claiming to be competent to deliver a message which

hteousne Sy involves the momentous alternative of ultimate life and death, do

. _ / I seem to be commending myself once more? I was obliged to
ToAXY _» Exe /dm 4 sl assert myself in my last letter, but I have no need to do so now.
| — N There are people who bring letters of recommendation to you,
. m’ and ask you to give them such; and no doubt they require
——— ‘ _ l L pE The Sun them. 2But what need have I of such things, when you your-
s I . = / ) y selves are my letter of recommendation written on my very heart,
? fAud +e Maon, a letter which the whole world can get to know and construe,
: the wherever I go and tell of you? 81It is made plain to all that
2 you are a letter composed by Christ and published by me;

* Jts written not with the blackness of perishable ink, but with the
= = Non7. 3/ 8 illuminating Spirit of the living God ; written not, like the Law,

on dead tables of stone, but on the living tables of sensitive
human hearts.

God alone made us competent to be ministers of the new
covenant, whick in splendour immeasurably surpasses the old.

+This confidence, that you are a letter composed by Christ
testifying to the effectiveness and validity of our commission, is
no fiction of my own invention : it comes through Christ, and it
looks reverently to God as its source. &It is not a confidence
that of ourselves we are competent to form any estimate of
results, as though we made ourselves sufficient. All our com-
petence to form such an estimate has its source in God. ¢ For
of course He did not leave us incompetent of serving Him when
He called us to be ministers of His new covenant with men,—a
covenant which consists, not of a lifeless written code, but of
an active penetrating Spirit. For the written code imposes a
sentence of death, but the Spirit breathes new life.

7 Now if the Law’s dispensation of death, which was a thing
of letters graven on stones, was inaugurated with such dazzling
manifestations of glory that the Children of Israel could not look
steadily at the brightness on the face of Moses, a brightness
which was already beginning to fade away, 8 how much greater
must be the glory of the dispensation of the Spirit! ? For,
surely, if the dispensation which sentences men to death can be
a manifestation of God's glory, then the dispensation which offers
righteousness as a gift to men wmust be a far greater manifesta-

tion. 10 For the former may be said to have had no real glory,
because its glory pales and vanishes before the overwhelming
glory of the latter. ! For if that which comes and soon passes
away has somewhat of glory, much more must<that which for
ever abides be arrayed in glory.
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12 Seeing, therefore, that we servants of the Gospel have a
sure expectatlon that the glory of the new covenant will prove
as superior in duration as it is in splendour, and will never dis-
appear before a far greater glory, we venture to preach with great
confidence, frankness, and courage, at the risk of being accused
of selfcommendation. ¥ Unlike our opponents, we have
nothing to conceal. We have no need to act as Moses did.
He used to put a veil over his face, to prevent the children of
Israel from gazing at the gradual dying away of the glory which
the presence of the Lord had imparted to his countenance.
The passing away of that glory symbolized the transitory
character of the Mosaic dispensation ; and by concealing the
former from the people Moses might seem to be concealing the
other also. But, so far from seeing what the fading of the
glory signified, or profiting by our plain speaking, their spiritual
perceptions were deadened. For down to this very day, when
the records of the old covenant (which might teach them so
much) are read, the same veil of ignorance as to the transitory
character of the Law lies still upon their minds, still unlifted,
because by becoming members of Christ, and in that way alone,
is it done away. 15 And unto this very day, whenever the Law
of Moses is read in their synagogues, a veil of miscomprehension
lies upon their hearts. 16But just as Moses, when he returned
to the presence of the Lord, removed the veil from his face, so,
when any one of them turns to the Lord, the veil is removed
from his heart, and he sees that the dispensation of the Law
has come to an end. 1" Now the Lord to whom such an one
turns is the Spirit of Christ, and where the Spirit of Christ is,
there is emanicipation from the bondage of the Law and of sin.
1*And all we Christian men, freed from the Law and freely
obeying a higher commandment, have a glory which, resembles
that of the unveiled Moses. As we gaze with unveiled face upon
the glory of the Lord Christ, before which the glory of Moses
vanished away, we are daily being transformed into spiritual
likeness to Hlm from one degree of bnghtness to another, —an
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7 But this glory has another side. This illuminating power is
entrusted to unattractive and worthless persons, as treasure is
stored in earthen jars, in order that it may be patent to all that
the excellence of power which we exhibit is God’s gift, :md does
not emanate from us.

Christ.
Clessr LA

unreservedly made known, and that we by God’s mercy have
been made competent for the ministration of it, we have a
courage which corresponds with that mercy. 2We are not
cowardly schemers,—far from it. 'We have from the first refused
to adopt underhand methods of unworthy trickery; we follow
no courses of unscrupulous cunning; we do not tone down or
in any way tamper with God’s message. On the contrary, we
set forth the truth so clearly and purely that this at once com-
mends us to the conscience of our hearers, however much it
may differ in different men. If, however, the verdict of all
human consciences may err, we are not afraid to appeal to the
judgment of God. ®I do not deny that the Gospel which we
proclaim so openly and honestly does not penetrate to the hearts
of all who hear it; a veil intervenes. That is true, but only of
those who are lost, 4in whose case the god of this evil dispensa-
tion has blinded their understandings, unbelievers, as they are,
so that for them there is no morning-glow from the light which
is shed by the Gospel,—the Gospel which is charged with all the
glory of Christ, who is the image of God. ?Yes, the glory of
Christ ; for it is not our own claims that we press, but those of
Christ Jesus, as the risen and glorified Lord. Our relation to
you is that of bondservants, in the service of Him who Himself
took the form of a bondservant. I say that we do not press
our own merits, because we have none; all that is of value in
us is derived. To the God who in the beginning said, Out of
darkness light shall shine, we owe the light that has shined
in our hearts, the light which springs from the knowledge of
the glory of God, which we must pass on to others. I have
knowledge of that glory, for I have seen it myself on the face of
Christ.
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Pecogmze Tou d ed wu . 8In our conﬁict.s we suﬁ”r 'f)eav:ly, but

/ ! are never utterly defeated. Often hard pressed, yet not driven

to surrender; in desperate plight; yet not in despair; ° chased
from the field, yet not left to the mercy of the foe; beatep to_

the ea:th, yet not k1lled outpght 10 always carrymg about in
the body the imminent danger of dying as Jesus died, in order
that by the continual escapes and deliverances of our bodies it
might be manifest to the world that Jesus is still alive. 1! Yes,
every day that we live we are continually being handed over to
death for the sake of Jesus, in order that in just that part of us

which is liable to death it might be made manifest to all that the
living Jesus is at work. 12 So then it is His death that takes effect

Sucker p;{ e in us while it is His life which, through its power in us, takes

R RCES effect in you. 18 There is a Psalmist who has written, ‘I believed,

1[ o g B ]— e ! therefore I spoke.” That is just our case. We have exactly the

UJ ﬂ - r same spirit of faith and trust that he had, and therefore we do

wka—@ S ‘V\ '+ EW GOJ ) not keep silence. * We also speak with confidence, because we

{ 1o press, Squash, rub, s hawa 15 ” know that He who raised the Lord Jesus from the grave will, in
@{9,&/ evdl — Pres. Fart- fass. ﬁ). fé W virtue of His Resurrection, raise us up also, and will bring us

r‘rﬁ*wgnl Pressure f

o be AL R losﬁ,ur\ce{Ja ay in doubt

Kata GaTh & et - Prsiort. o

“Theow dowsd™ Wnoer dow

e
e @ "{lff’v‘k)‘ﬁﬂﬁ.‘/ﬁi - P”s - part Pags. XTG fD‘.,}f_E‘_f present unseen.

'7 _5’ 3,54\,%5@; by SuF p“w] & Someowes SJ\ewwm‘ into His presence, side by side with yous

15 For all that we do
and all that we suffer is done and suffered for your benefit, in

. O T fu) :
Q’ TsVo K WA OU Yevol - Fres. fort. Pass. OTevd order that the grace which is bestowed on us, being augmented

Crawmp, QonFine’ TlrbilZ by the increasing number of those who believe with us and pray
for us, may cause a greater volume of thanksgiving to rise both

K WO pott L ey Pres, - fadd-Mid  X7TOp W from us and from them to the glory of God.
16 No wonder, therefore, that, with your salvation to work for

Abandeov, Forsare, [eave Gehimd , desert.

4 s v £ i and this faith to sustain us, we do not lose heart and act as

£% agmop k_{_}le val- Pres- farct. Mg ¢ Ly cowards. On the contrary, although our physical powers are
ﬁbe T Great d\FFieuldy s doubt, desparr wasting away, yet what is spiritu?.l in us is being ceaselessly
K & { _ Pres. Past- Pass gl WK W made fresh and strong. 7By this I mean that our present

L Q S A L. Przse. B 7;;;-"‘" afflictions, which may seem heavy and protracted, are really
,\ ereeaute, ’ >,3 1{‘” o i L light and momentary compared with the enduring substantiality

KxTa Ael vOl — Pres.- et Fass EyKaTa NI of glory which they are working out for us in an ever increasingly

K 7w Pl Preponderating degree. 18 And we are sure of this, because we
- direct our gaze, not towards the fleeting things which we now
see around us, but towards the lasting realities wkich to us are at
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€ T = Lness V. 11 affirm this because we know well that, if the tentlike
R (swallowe 1 B 1i P d HN? ova M ./ 20 wi P}L body which is our earthly dwelling should be taken down, God
2 40% ! T&ﬁdzl ( ?(at‘c._- / T IRITR Lor , supplies us with a better building, a dwelling that is super-
o, W . 5 ~N Ak L oes £ OI‘“ +he . : ’ vl 4 11g natural, lasting, with irfs site not on earth but in }‘1eaven. 2 For
—_— = — Lo icis V Theg 17 truly in this tent-dwelling we sigh and groan, desiring greatly to
[\‘{‘ doka 11y ) h heavenly h t 8 thtth'ggrttingf
4 " i f ) ave our heavenly home put over us, $sure that this pul o
l./ Poalny 2 : TAls qum J,n' i 2 N Cov 2% ? it on will secure us from being found at Christ’s coming without
SAAER 2 h any house at all. ¢TFor verily we that are still in our tent,
t'-? ‘-—1§ the awaiting His return, have reason to sigh and groan, feelin
=— 4 g g g
oppressed because, while we shrink from the idea of losing it by
. 6 il By death, we desire to have the better dwelling placed over it, in
e order that all that is perishable in the one may be swallowed u
ity AL p
by the imperishable nature of the other. ®Our feelings may
- seem to be a poor security for this, but we have a far stronger
while one. He who has schooled us for this very change is none
— . other than God Himself; and He has given us, as a guarantee
, vellare bsen Fx the that we shall have it, no less than His Holy Spirit.
‘/ '-% e s 0 ¢ Having, therefore, at all times such a sure ground for
~ . 7 - ‘ confidence, and knowing that so long as we are still at home in
tasen = 4,_3'_:_'_'-;?. Walkg.ng by falth ' ‘ﬁ‘f ! H the body we are in a sort of exile from our home in the Lord—
a 7 for here we have to guide our steps by means of faith, because
o= s = Q g ps Oy s
I—]'%‘ py E%llj’ ) g v l’"-l the realities which shape our lives cannot be seen—8 we have, I
€a.-£w»

say, a sure ground for confidence, and in that confidence we are
well content rather to go into exile from our home in the body,
and take up our abode in our home with the Lord.
such a preference, we are not only well content to leave the
body, but we earnestly desire that, whether we are still in it or
already out of it, we may find acceptance with Him. 1
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1S
desire, in all conditions of existence to be acceptable to Him,
is inevitable, when we remember that, by God’s decree, from
which we cannot escape, there is not one of us but will
have the whole of his life and character laid bare before
Christ at His judgment-seat, in order that he may receive
recompense for the things of which his body was the instru-

ment, in exact requital for his conduct, whether it was meri-
torious or worthless.

1 With the thought of the Judgment in our minds, and
knowing from expenence what the.fear of Christ as Judge means,
we endeavour to convince men that they have good security
against any insincerity on our part. To God, who has no
prejudices against us, we have all along been laid as open as we

shall be at the Judgment ; and I trust that to the conscience of
each one of you also our characters have been equally trans-
parent. !? Do not misunderstand me; I am not beginning again
to praise myself, as some persons say that I am so fond of doing.
What I am doing is giving you an opportunity of saying a word
on our behalf by glorying in your own experience of us. I want
you to have an opportunity of answering our opponents, who
constantly boast of their superficial advantages, because they
have no reality of character to boast of. 13That I am not a
selfish impostor is clear from this, that when I was beside myself,
as these men say, it was with zeal for God, and now when I am
sane and sober. I am workine for vou. There is no room far
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desire, in all conditions of existence to be acceptable to Him,
is inevitable, when we remember that, by God’s decree, from
which we cannot escape, there is not one of us but will
have the whole of his life and character laid bare before
Christ at His judgment-seat, in order that he may receive
recompense for the things of which his body was the instru-

ment, in exact requital for his conduct, whether it was meri-
torious or worthless. -

11 With the thought of the Judgment in our minds, and
knowing from experience what the. fear of Christ as Judge means,
we endeavour to convince men that they have good security

against any insincerity on our part. To GOfi, who has no
prejudices against us, we have all along been laid as open as we

shall be at the Judgment ; and I trust that to the conscience of
each one of you also our characters have been equally trans-
parent. 12 Do not misunderstand me ; I am not beginning again
to praise myself, as some persons say that I am so fond of doing.
What I am doing is giving you an opportunity of saying a word
on our behalf by glorying in your own experience of us. I want
you to have an opportunity of answering our opponents, who
constantly boast of their superficial advantages, because they
have no reality of character to boast of. 1¥That I am not a
selfish impostor is clear from this, that when I was beside myself,
as these men say, it was with zeal for God, and now when I am
sane and sober, I am working for you. There is no room for
selfishness in either case. I must be devoted to God and to
you, for Christ’s love keeps me from all selfish motives. 1% Long

ago I came to the following conclusion. The Representative of

the human race died for the sake of us all, and so His death was
ours. Why did He die for all? In order that the living, now
that they know that they died in Christ, should never again live
for themselves, but should henceforth live for Him who for their
sakes died and was raised again. There you have our motive.

16 This being understood, whatever our opponents or other
people may do, we ministers of Christ, from the time that we
came to this conclusion, value no one because of his external
qualities. Even if there was a time when we appreciated Christ
in this way, yet, since we have been united with Christ, this has
quite ceased to be true, and it is futile to recall it. 7 This also
follows ;—if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature ; the old
condition of things passed away when he entered into that
relation, and a new condition took its place. 8 But all these
new conditions come from God; they are His creation. Because
of the Death and Resurrection of Christ He regarded us as
“reconciled to Himself (we ministers needed that as much as
other men) and commissioned us to make this offer of reconcilia-
tion to others. 1? We are to tell them that, from the first, God
was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, namely, by
forbearing to count against men their transgressions, and by
depositing with us His message of reconciliation.

20 Tt is on behalf of Christ, therefore, that we are acting as
ambassadors, seeing that it is God who entreats through us. We
beseech on Christ’s behalf, Become reconciled to God. 2 Do

you ask how this is possible? FHim who never became acquainted
with sin, God for our sakes made to be sin, in order that we
might become God’s righteousness by being merged in Him.
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VL 11-VIL 4. Appeal of the reconciled Apostle to the
Corinthians.

Let me have some veturn for my affectionate frankness.
\ Closeintimacy with heathen life is impossible for you. Open
your hea

o me as mine is ever open to you.

10O men o
ing about myself;

rinth, my lips are unlocked to tell you every-
heart stands wide open to receive you
V and your confidences. ™2 There is no restraint in my feeling
towards you ; the restraint is in your own affections. 18 But love
should awaken love in return—I appeal to you as my children—
let yopr hearts also be opened wide to receive me.

Warning against Intimacy with Heathen (vi. 14-vii. 1)

M Come not into close fellowship with unbelievers who are
no fit yokefellows for you. For
What partnership can righteousness have with iniquity ?
Or how can light associate with darkness?
16 What concord can there be between Purity and pollution ?
Or what portion can a believer have with an unbeliever ?
¢ And what agreement can God's sanctuary have with idols?
Sness For we, yes we, are a sanctuary of the living God. This is
just what was meant when God said,

I will dwell in them and move among them,
And I will be their God, and they will be My people
Y L Therefore come out from the midst of them,
s sever yourselves, saith the Lord,
g T And lay hold of nothing that is unclean:
Ged And I will give you a welcome.
8 And I will be to you a Father,
And ye shall be to Me sons and daughters,
Saith the Lord Almighty.

VIIL !Seeing then that the promises which we have are no
less than these, beloved friends, let us cleanse ourselves from every-
thing that gan defile flesh or spirit, and secure perfect consecra-
tion by reverence for God.
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God.

Fa 3 Make room for me in your hearts. Why hesitate? In no
- single instance have I wronged any one, ruined any one, taken
advantage of any one. ®1It is not to put you in the wrong that I

”

am saying .this. Do not think that. In pleading my own cause
{~"Iam blaming no one. I repeat what I said before; ye are in

my very heart, and you will ever be there whether I die or live.

41 feel the greatest confidence in you; I take the greatest pride

inyou. And soIam filled with comfort, I am overflowing with
‘ joy, for all the affliction that I have to bear.

5 For indeed, even after I had got as far as Macedonia, my
poor suffering frame found no relief, but at every turn 1 found
something to distress me ; round about me were bitter conflicts

r and against me, within me were haunting fears as to how it
would all end. I was almost in despair ; but God, who is ever
ready to comfort the depressed, comforted me then by the
arrival and company of Titus. 7 Yes, and not only by his arrival
and company, but also by the comfort with which you comforted
him in his intercourse with you; for he gave a most welcome
report of how you longed for reconciliation with me, how you
lamented the trouble that you had caused, how eagerly you
espoused my cause ; so that this still further increased my joy.

8 Because, although I know that I gave you pain by the letter
which I sent you, I cannot bring myself to regret it. When I.
saw that that letter gave you pain, although only for a season,
I was inclined to regret it ; ® but now I am very glad,—not glad
because you were pained, but because your pain issued in
repentance. For you were pained in God’s way and not in the
world’s way, and it was His will that you should not be the worse
for anything that we did. 1° For the pain which is directed in
God’s way leads to a repentance whose fruit is salvation, a
repentance which can never be regarded with regret; whereas
the pain which the heathen world inflicts on those who belong
. to it works out into moral ruin. 11 For see! it was this very
| “€ 7 thing, your being pained in God’s way, and not anything else,
which did so much for you. See what earnestness it worked out
in’you, how keen you were to clear yourselves from just reproach,
ow indignant with the chief offender, how alarmed as to what
the consequences might be, how eager for my forgiveness and
return, how zealous in condemning evil, how stern in punishing
it. In every one of these points you put yourselves right and
purged yourselves from complicity in this distressing matter.

12 S0 then, although I did not let things slide but wrote severely

to you, it was not in order to get the wrong-doer punished, nor
yet to have the wronged man avenged. No, I wrote in order to

fti'vfcf/
enss ‘4>,

bring out clearly before you all what a genuine interest you do
take in us; I wrote as in God’s sight, with a full sense of
responsibility. 28It is this right conduct of yours and my own
consciousness of having meant well that is such a comfort to me.

But over and above our own comfort we were the more
exceedingly glad at the gladness of Titus; for refreshment and
repose have come to his spirit, thanks to all of you. #For
I told him how I gloried in you, how proud I was of you, and
I have had no reason to be ashamed of what I said. You have
not come short of my commendation of you. Just as all that
we said to you was said in truth, so all that we said before Titus
in praise of you has turned out to be quite true. 15 And he feels
as we do. His inmost heart goes out the more abundantly
towards you, as often as he recalls the ready obedience of all of
you, and how timidly and nervously anxious you were in the
reception which you gave him. €I am indeed glad that in

] every particular I can be of good courage in respect of you.
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The Macedonian churches have given magnificently: will you"not )
do 50 100? Pl

1 Now, my brothers, we must tell you about the grace that God
2 has given to the Maccedonian churches. Semehow, in most difficult
circumstances, their joy and the fact of being down to their last
penny themselves, produceda magnificent concern for other
3 people. I can guarantee that they were willing to give to the limit
of their means, yes and beyond their means, without the slightest
¢4 urging from me or anyone else. In fact they simply begged

accept their gifts and so let them share the honours of porting
eir brothers in Christ. Nor was their gift,as I confess I had

-

appointed ministers. e
6  Now this has made usask Titus, who has already done so much
among you, to complete his task by arranging for_you too to
7 share in this work of generosity. =

expected, a mere cash payment. Instead-they made a complete
dedication of themselves first to the-Lord and then to us, as C:V
2

G iFts Ablitres

s

GW 1 WANT to tell you what God in 3 i 0 T have | — Possessioas
his grace has done for the churches in W s . . 1= & oo
= Macedonia. i O Submissive + QhedenT T2
 Though they have been goirgg.»-th’rough Lo Lol
much trouble and hard times, they have ordship »

mixed their wonderful joy with their deep P >
poverty, and the result has been an overflow

of giving to others. > They gave not QBl,y/

what tbey"éould afford, but far more; and

i 1 testify that they did itrbeca'us‘e they
; anted to, and not because “of nagging on
my part. * They begged-us to take the money

so they could share in the joy of helping the
Christians in Jerusalem. * Best of all, they
went beyond our highest hopes, for their
action was to dedicate themselves to
the Lord and to us, for whatever directions
God might give to them through us. ¢ They

b were so enthusiastic about it that we have
urged Titus, who encouraged your giving in
the first place, to visit you and encourage
you to complete your share in this ministry
of giving. :

Now I should like to justify this expression of the good
courage which I feel respecting you all. Let me make known
to you, my Brothers, the grace of God which has been and still
is b'elng exhibited very remarkably in the Churches of Mace-

| donia. ?1In the midst of an ordeal of affliction which has served

1 to bring out their genuine Christianity, their overflowing happi-
a8 ness, combined with quite desperate poverty, has issued in a
X ch stream of simpleminded generosity. ® For I can testify that
up to the very limits, yes, and beyond the limits of their very
slender means, they have given freely, and this without one word

of suggestion from me. ¢So far from my asking them to help,
they begged us most urgently to be allowed the privilege o;'
taking part in the work of ministering to the necessities of their
fellow-Christians in Jerusalem. 51 should be misleading you if

I were to say that in this they acted just as we expected that
they would ; one does not expect much from very poor people ;
they did far more than we expected. It was their own selvw’

that they gave first and foremost to the Lord and also to us,

and they made the offering in both cases because it was so willed

by God. ©The result of their double self-dedication was this.

T urged Titus that, as he had been the person to start the raising

of a relief-fund on a former visit, so he would now go once more

and complete among yourselves this gracious undertaking,
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/1 know it is really quite superflous for me to be

writing 40 you about this matter of giving to fellow Christians,

2 for L¥now how willing you are. Indeed|I have told the Mace-

dogfans with some pride that “Achaia ywas ready to undertake

Kis /service twelve months ago”. Your|enthusiasm has conse-

quently been a stimulus to many of them!. I am, however, sending

thé brothers just to make sure that ouy pride in you is not un-

ihstified. For, between ourselves, it would never do if some of the

cedonians were to accompany me of my visit to you and find

you unprepared for this act of generosity! We (not to speak of

you) should be horribly ashamed, just because we had been so

5 proud and confident of you. This is my reason, then, for urging
the brothers to visit you before I come myself, so that they can

}e{ your promised gift ready in good time. But, having let you
into my confidence, I shotild like it to be a spontaneous gift, and 3
not money squeezed out df you by what I have said

\

W

Two

PSR-

i
Cevaw M‘}\\?’,/‘
/‘ |

" suspecting underhand dealing,.
the three, and have emryt}tz'ng"

Give a hearty welcome fo
eady in good time.
16 But thanks be to God, who is| putting into the heart of /
itus the same eager zeal that I myself always entertain.
am not speaking at random. He not only readily respon
my appeal, but being from the first|full of zealous eagerness,\i
is of his own unprompted choice that he is setting off to go t
you. 18 And I am sending with him as a colleague that brother
whose services in spreading the Gospel have won him the praise
of all the Churches. ° And, what is more, this brother has
been elected by the Churches to be our fellow-traveller in this
. work of benevolence which is being administered by us to pro-
mote the honour of the Lord Himself and increase my own
diness. %I want to make quife sure that no one shall be
able, to criticize or suspect our conduct in the matter of this
L/harity-fund which is being ,adminirPtered by us. 2 For I aim at
doing what is absolutely honourable, not only in the sight of the
Lord, but also in. the sight of men. 22 And with Titus and the
brother just mentioned I am sending another brother of whose
eager zeal I have had many proofs in many particulars; and in
the present matter his zeal is in a very special degree eager, by
reason of the special confidence which he has been led to place
in you. If anyone wishes to| know about Titus, he is my
intimate colleague and my fellow-labourer in all work for you;
and as to the two brethren who ﬂccmpany him, they are apostles
of Churches, an honour to Christ. 2¢ Give them therefore a con-
Vpicuous proof of your affection and of the good reason that I
have to be proud of you; so that the Churches from which they
. come may know how well you have behaved.

IX. ! For, in the first place, lwith regard to the ministration to
the poor Christians at Jerusalem, it is really superfluous for me
to be writing to you: 2for I know your readiness, about which
I am always boasting on your behalf to the Macedonians.
¢ Achaia,’ I tell them, ‘has beexfn ready since last year.” And your

zeal has been a stimulus to mo$t of them. @ And, in the second
place, I am sending Titus and his two colleagues to make sure
that my boasting about you is/not stultified in this matter of the.
relief-fund ; that you might be quite ready, as I used to tell the
Macedonians that you were] *For it would be disastrous if
Macedonians were to come yith me and find you unprepared.
That would bring utter shame to me—to say nothing of you—
for having expressed this great confidence in you. 5To avoid
this possible discredit I thought it absolutely necessary to entreat
se three brethren to go tg you before me, and get into order
efore I come the bounty gghich you promised before, so that
all may be ready in good time as really a bounty and not asa
grudging and niggardly contribution. .

/-
e

+ '¢ 1 am thankful to God that he has given

Titus the same real concern for you that I
% have. " He is glad to follow my suggestion
that he visit you again—but I think he

‘/would have come anyway, for he is very

eager to see you! "I am sending another
well-known brother with him, who is highly
praised as a preacher of the Good News in
all the churches. ' In fact, this man was
elected by the churches to travel with me
to take the gift to Jerusalem. This will glo-
rify the Lord and show our eagerness to
help each other. ® By traveling together we
will guard against any suspicion, for we are

anxious that no one should find fault w?th

way we are handling this large gift.
% God knows we are honest, but I want
everyone else to know it too. That is why
we have made this arrangement.

2 And 1 am sending you still another
brother, whom we know from experience to
be an earnest Christian. He is especially i.n-
terested, as he looks forward to this trip,

 because I have told him all about your €a-
gerness to help.

3 If anyone asks who Titus is, say that
he is my partner, my helper in helping you,
and. you can also say that the other two

| brothers represent the assemblies here and
splendid examples of those who belong
5 the Lord. :
 Please show your love for me to these
and do for them all that I have publicly
boasted you would.

I REALIZE THAT I really don’t even need

to mention this to you, about helping
God’s people. 2 For I know how eager you
are to do it, and I have boasted to the friends
in Maceddnia that you were ready to send
an offering'a year ago. In fact, it was this
enthusiasm of yours that stirred up many
of them to begin helping. ’ But I am sending
these men just to be sure that you really are
ready, as I told them you would be, with
your money all c\allected; 1 don’t want it to
turn out that this\time I was wrong in my
boasting about you),* I would be very much
ashamed—and so would you—if some of
these Macedonian ple come with me,
only to find that you still aren't ready after
all T have told them! \ B
.+ 380 I have asked these other brothers to
arrive ahead of me to hat the gift you
promised is on hand and waiting. I want it
u(gl a real gift and not look as if it were

being given under pressure.
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= N ¢ But remember

this—if you give little, you will get little. A
farmer who plants just a few seeds will get
only a small crop, but 1f he plants much, he

w111 reap much. Every one must make up
_mind as to how much he should

es God | Gudlsablegmakeltuﬁ d
f-{(’ yEom 5‘ Jo /<. 1o you by giving you everything you ni
l} and more, so that there will not only be

dindescribable gift!
./ i Nevsanan .
Aakes Al Tl oters Pessihle AT will say .
- . * ‘
i ] oor est, and generous SOWin; i TX- enough for your own needs, but plenty left
L U,L({L—ﬁ over to give joyfully to others, * It is as the

Scriptures say: “The godly man gives gener-
ously to the poor. His good deeds will be
an honor to him forever,”

1 For God, who gives seed to the farmer.
to plant, and later on, good crops to harvest
and eat, will give you more and more seed
to plant and will make it grow so that you
can give away more and more fruit from

_ your harvest.

"%59; ‘God will give you mw:,h so that

LC‘D Sowmq
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Giving does not only help the one who receives

et ev o] veas ‘his heart tells him, neither grudgingly nor
under compulsion, for God loves the man who gives cheer-
8 fully. After all, God can give you everything that you need, so

,/that you may always have ient both for yourselves and for
/i1 ng away to other people. As the scripture says:

“He hath scattered abroad, he hath given to the poor;

His righteousness abideth for ever.

2

10 He who gives the seed to the sower and turns that seed into A : .},‘. Aoucan giveaway much, and when we take
bread to eatg1 will give you the seed of generosity to sow and, for ,\/ q eueros \/ yourgifts to-those who need them they will
/Earvcst, the satlsfylng bread of good deeds done. The more you V’f Mi ‘ni s ‘l-r..’ break-out into thanksgiving and praise to
L;‘- are enriched by God the more scope will there be for generous ) Seyuice God for your help. " So, two good things
giving, and your gifts, administered through us, will mean that M) Devul happen as a result of your gifts—those in
need are helped, and they overflow with

v@r COW#H Lu. 7’" b

12 many will thank God. For your giving does not end in meeting
the wants of your fellow-Christians. It also results in an over-

18 flowing tide of thanksgiving to God. Moreover, your very giving
proves the reality of your faith, and that means that men

thanks to God. " Those you help will be
glad not only because of your generous gifts
to themselves and to others, but they will
praise God for this proof;that:your deeds
are_as.good.as your doctnne.r “ And they
will | pray for you with deep fervor and feel-

God that you practise the gospel that you profess to believe in,
ing because of the wonderful grace of God

as well as for the actual gifts you make to them and to others.

And yet further, men will pray for you and feel drawn to you 14 shawithiron

gh you.
becausef g;ldhave obvmusly received a generous measure of the s Thank God for his Son—his Gift ta
grace o 15 wonderful for words.

Thank God, then, for his indescribable generosity to you!’




IX. 6-15. Give liberally and cheerfully, Jor your own
sakes and for the sake of the whole Church,

® Now remember this sure law; He who sows sparingly,
sparingly shall also reap, and he who sows on principles of
.bounty, on principles of bounty shall also reap. 7 Let each man

. give just what he has resolved in his mind to give, neither
¢ impulsively, because he takes no thought, nor regretfully, because
i' he thinks that he cannot avoid giving. Itis one who gives joy-
ously that God loves and blesses. & Do not regard this as an

. impossible standard. God can and will help you to attain to

it. He can shower earthly blessings in abundance upon you ;
and so, when you find that on all occasions you have all suffi-
ciency in all things, you will have abundant means for accom-
plishing all kinds of good work. 9 This is exactly what stands
written about the charitable man in Scripture ;

He scattered, he gave to the needy,
His good deeds shall never be forgotten.

God not only can do this; He certainly will do it. 10 He who so
bountifully supplies seed for man to sow, and thus gives bread
for him to eat, will certainly supply and multiply benefits for
you to sow, and will make the harvest which springs from your
< good deeds to be a full one; Lyou will be enriched on every
~ side, so'that all kinds of liberality will be open to you ; and this
liberality of yours, which I hope to administer, will be sure to
make the recipients very thankful to God. 2 For the ministra-
tion of this truly religious service of yours does a great deal more
than increase the supply of the wants of our fellow-Christians i it
does that, but it also, through the chorus of thanksgivings which
it occasions, produces something more for God. 13 This charit-
/ able ministration of yours is a proof of your Christian char-
y"/ acter;-and it gives those who profit by it two grounds of thank-
fulness to God ; viz. the genuine loyalty with which you confess
your adherence to the Gospel of Christ, and the consequent
liberality of your contribution to themselves, which is a benefit
to the whole Church. 14 They themselves, moreover, will respond
by offering prayers on your behalf, longing for closer union with
you, on account of the overflowing grace of God which has been
manifestly poured upon you. 1 Thanks be to God for effecting
such brotherly love between Jew and Gentile in the Church, a
precious boon of which it is impossible to state the worth.

V/



CHAPTER 10 )
We are not merely human agents but God-appointed ministers
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X. 1-6. Reply to the Charge of Cowardice.

When I come to Corinth, I may be obliged to take strong
measures against those who disturb the peace of the Church.

1 Now this is an intensely personal matter. I, Paul, in all
earnestness appeal to you by the meekness and unfailing fairness
of Christ,—I, whom you accuse of grovelling when face to face

th you, and of being fearlessly outspoken only when I am far
‘/::vay: 2] pray you not to drive me, when I do come to you, to
be fearlessly outspoken with the sure confidence with which I am
persuaded that I can muster courage against certain persons who

ing t eal to you personally, by the gentleness 1 d dove _& _#Y _é_/e 0/665”’.’(
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plead gently, as Christ him_self

ould do. Yet some of you are saying;

fpaul’s letters are bold enough when }:e is

far away, but when h; %Ets here he will be
i ise his voice:

afﬂ:l? l'tlgpl;a ‘is:von’t need to show you when

I come how harsh and rough T can be. I

Yoah e these ?

dor’t want to carry out my present plans VNO Help !

against some of you who seem to think oy JNO yeed 1

deeds and words are merely those of an or- o
> It is true that I am an ordi- /ND Future '

human plans and ‘methods to win my bat-
“1 use God's_mighty weapons, not
ose made by men, O knock down the
devil's strongholds. * These weapons can
break down every proud argument against
God and every wall that can be built to keep
men from finding him. With these weapons
1 can capture rebels and bring them back
to God, and change them into men whose
hearts’ desire is obedience to Christ. ¢ I will

use these weapons against every rebel who
remains after I have first used them on you
yourselves, and you surrender to Christ.
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principles. ®True that it is in the world and in the flesh that
we do think and act, but it is not on worldly and carnal principles
that we conduct our campaign. *For the weapons of our
campaign are not those of feeble human flesh. No, they are full
of power, in God’s service and with His blessing, for the demoli-
tion of the strongholds which defy His Gospel ;  seeing that we
demolish confident persuasions and every high structure that is
being lifted up to oppose the revelation which God has given of
Himself, and by making captives of every rebellious device bring
them into submissive obedience to the Christ. ¢ We are quite

prepared to punish all disobedience, whenever your obedience is
complete.
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My Apostolic Authority will be found to be as effective in
Jfact as it looks on paper.

71t is at the outward appearance of things that you look.
There may be a certain person who is convinced in him-
self that he is Christ’s man. Well then, let him, on second
thoughts, be persuaded of this with himself, that just as truly
as he is Christ’s, so also are Wwe. 8That is no idle boast;
for even supposing that I glory somewhat extravagantly about
‘bur authority, which was given me by the Lord for your
upbuilding and not for your demolition, I shall not be put to
shame as an impostor when I come to Corinth. ?1I will not say
more than that, that I may not seem (as it were) to terrify you
by means of my letters. 10 For 1 know what people say; ‘Ob,
yes, his letters are impressive and forcible enough; but his
personal appearance is weak, and his manner of speaking is
worth nothing’ ™ Let the man who talks in this manner be
persuaded of this, that such as we are in word by means of
letters, when we are absent, just such also, when we are present,
areiwe in act. Our words and our conduct exactly correspond.
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X. 12-18. The Area of his Mission includes Corinth.
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Self-praise is worthless ; but I do claim that Corinih
les in the sphere of work which God has assigned to me.

/' 133 am accused of being a coward. Well, I really cannot
¢' muster courage to pair myself or compare myself with certain
persons who are distinguished by much self-commendation.
They fix their own standard of excellence, and are lost in admira-
tion of themselves and one another for conforming to it. That

is really not very sagacious. 18 We, however, who do not fix our

4
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own standard, will not glory beyond our legitimate limits, but - oast
will keep within the limits of that sphere which God has assigned wi Wi Fhin ™ i) et '
to us as a limit, and which certainly meant that we should extend 7 ouxr 'measure - ' 'I.J. v JLtI:ITD the Rown. 14212
our labours so as to include you. 14 For we are not, I repeat,— ’rﬁlz_ Meosure . = —Z = —:-@-——’“ ‘ ) == Qar. S410
as would be the case if we had no commission to come as far as e meas_:tjlre of the liynil which God T Coy. B3 1214 i
you,—we are not straining to exceed the limits of our province. 3 1) . weve ] = R i J ’; M o {._ e i lwq — L 4‘0 Yga,;[,_ ‘(ou
Why, we pressed on even to you, and were the first to [?roclzum X J_ ., as Slgned 1:-—53 = 52 measure, [to L é .
in Corinth the Glad-tidings of the Christ. 1 Our glorying does QM.'L jevied M P y——— . \ ‘[ ! é B
not go beyond legitimate limits, does not take credit for what reach even as /fa a v OouU~ AT R e ol .

e : ovlers From ——— S T > ey o He p s of e will oF God *or

other men have done. But we do cherish a hope that, as your
faith"goes on growing, We may through you get an enlargement
of influence—still keeping to the sphere allotted to us—an
enlargement on a great scale ; 1viz. to carry the Glad-tidings to i

we/) axr

l
molGverexidnaing) /.
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s if (we) did fnot each
= o~ In He wil of God.
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the region beyond you, without glorying (as some people do) in R LASOn - — ‘ = .
another man’s sphere of labour of things already done before we ‘!’._g) z%g . (LoA @ ere L hf}_gzs_z T o‘?“' 2\ Cov. 2o
came. 17 Butin any case there is only one right way of glorying ; ) '
he who glories, let him glory in the Lord who alone can make come eve as fgr -‘él-;_e_’S, yaou in thle
work fruitful. 18 For he who, instead of giving all glory to God, = —_— —==l
commends himself, is not the man that is accepted ; the only gospel F/7Cchris
one who wins real approval is he whom the Lord commends. . th ”LA U oF G 7 The trouble with you is that you
i . — ] ey AL O . you 1s that you look
v .15 not) bo ‘n beyond) ocur wd I seem weak and powerless, but
_.L — B u don’t look beneath the surface. Yet if
Finition measire, (that (i in. othér memn's P( ' anyone can claim the power and authorit
' = — = eq, = ! DUo-l{- boﬂsl"’ﬁ of Christ, I certainly can. * I may seem tz
- hike Hu Crtiiabdrs , (but) havin ' o o e e
; I really am a Christian, you know ! g & aner ‘g over you—authority to help you,
. ) i alrie t to hurt you—but I shall mak
g_lnnk__at.thmgs which stare you in the face! So-and-so -7 } / Py every claim, ° I say this so that ;23 :il%t::::
nsiders himself to belong to Christ. All right; but let him reflect v, 27 think I am just blustering when I scold you
that we belong to Christ every bit as much as he. You may think 8 [y & in my letters. i
: at I have boasted unduly of my authority (which the Lord gave re. 3: " “Pon’t bother about his letters,”
: e,’rem_ember, to build you up not to break you down), but I ‘;1? O, 34,7 ““‘He sounds big, but it’s all ne}'s, ‘:rc;]me
. don’t think I have done anything to be ashamed of. Yet I don’t 9 it 20 L,/?!ECIS here you will see that th:;:ei;; not;n
. want you to think of me merely as E‘pe_man who -writes you .f‘[ fe2:2,3 ing great about him, and you have never
i terrifying letters. I know my critics say, His letters are impressive 10 el 1S heard a worse preacher!” " This ti
Pd moving but h{f actual presence is feeble and his speaking Mmark 48 - personal presence is gc;ing to be Tx?tmy
Pe:;eart;mcvo: mp;ov!ﬁag”ﬂilnem TS sﬁsﬂﬁft i Ia:ree]!'lst = '(E howiis” even to the regions e d) g A bl -
p person as they say we are in our ph- , the reglolls Foxy 2 Oh, don’t worry, 1 wouldn’t dare say

that I am as wonderful as these other men
who tell you how good they are! Their trou-

“ble is that they are only comparing them-
selves with each other, and measuring
themselves against their own little ideas.
What stupidity! &

" But we will not boast of authority we
do not have. Our goal is to measure up to
God’s plan for us, and this plan includes our
working there with you. ' We are not going
too far when we claim authority over you,
for we were the first to come to you with

{ letters. —
ok, 1920
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v .17 @ who is boasting,

him b bo ting in
1im ., 2] as ing in the(Lord.

God’s appointment means more than self-recommendation

12 Of course we shouldn’t dare include ourselves in the same class
as those who write their own testimonials, or even to compare
ourselves with them! All they are doing, of course, is to measure
themselves by their own standards or by comparisons within their
owa circle, and that doesn’t make for accurate estimation, you

13 nay be sure. No, we shall not make any wild claims, but simply

/ judge ourselves by that line of duty which God has marked out /

M for us, and that line includes our work on your behalf. We do not

exceed our duty when we embrace your interests, for it was our

preaching of the gospel which brought us into contact with you.
Our pride is not in matters beyond our proper sphere nor in the

the Good News concerning Christ. ** It is
not as though we were trying to claim credit

15 | } 1r_growing faith
Our pride s ot In maer - for the work someone else has d
16 will mean the expansion of our s here ‘f action, s0 that before T L 21;1};:;“:?3
il mesy e it of o sphere of sction At oy ~grow and that, still within the limits set for
instead of being proud of work that has already been done in e N
someone else’s province. larged.
,p oo el & o 16 After that, we will be able to preach
I:Ie thg-ﬁlon@lq h!m- -glm_y - .Lord:' R . ‘ - the Good News to other cities that zr'c far
18 It is not self-commendation that matters, it 1S Winning old~ Silver — fp‘f' b0l S Hones ! ?hfyoﬁ ol b eueion abines Bl
. . en there will be no question about bein,
. in someone else’s field. 7 As the Scn'pturi

approval of God.
e

say, “If anyone is going to boast, let him

* boast about what the Lord has done and not

about himself.” ' When someone_boasts
about himself and how well he has aone, it
doesn’t count for much. But when the Lord
commends him, that’s different!
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XI. 1-XII 10. The Apostle continues his comparison of
himself with the Judaizing teachers who oppose him. He has
just shown that, if any question of intrusion is raised, it is not he
who has intruded i into their proper area of activity, but they who
have intruded into his. He goes on to show that in other
respects he can say at least as much for himself in claiming to
be an Apostle as these teachers can do. He has worked without
payment, which he has not only not asked for but refused; his
labours have been greater and his sufferings far greater than
theirs; and he has received very special revelations and visita-
tions from God. But first of all he justifies himself for entering
into this comparison at all (xi. 1-6). All this glorying about
oneself is odious folly, and, seeing that he has just been
maintaining that self-praise is no recommendation, it seems
grossly inconsistent. But the boastings of his opponents have
forced him to adopt this course; and, as the Corinthians bave
shown much toleration to them, he asks them to show a little to
him, when he answers fools according to their folly. He harps

CHAPTER 11

e et e e e

Why do you so read:ly accept the.false_and reject :.he_n:ue?

I wisH you could put up with a little of my foohshness—-please
try! My jealousy over you is the right sort of jealousy, for in my
eyes you are like a fresh unspoiled girl whom I am presenting as
fiancée to your true husband, Christ himself, I am afraid that our

apparently you cheerfully  accept a man who comes to you
preaching a different Jesus from the one we told you about, and
yop readily receive a spirit and a gospel quite different from the
oHes you originally accepted. Yet I cannot believe I am in the least

“polished speaker, but I do know what I am talking about,
and both what I am and what I say is pretty familiar to you.
Perhaps I made a mistake in cheapening myself (though I did it to
the gospel without a fee ? As a matter of




— - : — [ foct I w;i oﬁy able to do this by “robbing” other churches, for
- - g A door : It was what they paid me that made it possible to minister to you
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ShEF ) Fox As nowle dge o ];:ﬂ ,,/~ % lg-ut am determined to maintain this boast, so as to cut the ground
oS As ) ) i O?fl under the feet of those who profess to be God’s messengers
/ ) mit a sin in on the same terms as I am. God’s messengers ? They are counter-
= . 7 d:;d _{- conle WYYl i feits of the real thing, dishonest practitioners, “God’s messengers”
= 3 you only by theu: own appointment. Nor do their tactics surprise me
Ny mvyself o when I consider how Satan himself masquerades as an angel of
hum L mysels = ; : g
= Reason light. It is only to be expected that his agents shall have the appear-
might ie exalted ., ( -I= Va‘nce df ministers of righteousness—but they will get their deserts
,___%-— i i one day,
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ed| other churc » . I'keep on talking like a fool. Do bear
~v. S % Obb — —— with me and let me say what is on my heart.
m them to "X am anxious for you with the deep con-
hayving taken wages fro = . e of God himeelfanxious that your
+ / love should be for Christ alone, just as a
o1 / ure i r._love for one
ser’e ¢ NS ,,,}" ‘ & ith only, for the one who ‘;ill_be her husband.
‘ I was ((presen W _¥But I am frightened, fearing that in some
W - 2 ) ( ) W 5 - =7 7w will be led away from your
i — 3 I was not a bf and simple devotion to our Lord, just as
You @ WS (1L =pedsos T = T o= = Eve was deceived by Satan in the Garden
~ ) of Eden. * You seem so gullible: you believe
J - : (for) when the — . .
rden to anyones = AR P whatever anyqne tells you even if he is
/ bu * a _ A L :/'_‘ preaching aboutapother Jesus than the one
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o H ‘ to A apoor speaker, at least I know what I am
being % bu o Iking about, as I think you realize by now,
] for we have proved it again and again.

comtinue -to do O . "Did I do wrong and cheapen myself
e T and make you look down on me because I
truthh of preached God's Good News to you without
charging you anything? *° Instead I
“robbed” other churches by taking what
= they sent me, and using it up while I was
> = . g ; with you, so that I could serve you without
ed in e Ire OTlS / cost. And when that was gone® and I was

sto - ; . e
__———EL— -7 getting hungry I still didn’t ask you for any-
thing, for the Christians from Macedonia

< = T= v brought me another gift. I have never yet

i z knowin I do. 4 asked_ you for one cent, and I never will. * [
loving YO e G___aof_(_;i 1-“2 ———w—-—T——g =z = mise this with every ounce of truth I
= - . ~that I will tell everyone in Greece
Quesd o = about it! "' Why? Because I don’t love you?

——— God knows I do. '* But I will do it to cut

‘/6ut the ground from under the feet of those
who boast that they are doing God’s work
in just the same way we are.

" God never sent those men at all; they
are “phonies” who have fooled you into
thinking they are Christ’s apostles. * Yet I
am not surprised! Satan can change himself
into an angel of light, * so is it no wonder
his servants can do it too, and seem like
godly ministers. In the end they will get

-

every bit of punishment their wicked deeds
deserve.

o=

9

10

11
12

13
14

15

s AyidlrTarly S H] °®
willing to make a fool of himself to save them from disaster.
Possibly dvéxeobar dgpp. was a phrase used by his critics. The
difference between him and his critics is this ; that they, without
being aware of it, are fools ceaselessly, because folly has become
a second nature to them ; whereas he deliberately plays the fool
for a few minutes, because their folly can be met in no other way.

XI. 1-8. The Folly of Glorying and the Reason for it.

Forgive my foolish boasting, whick is caused by anxious
affection. I fear lest these self-asserting impostors should
seduce you from Christ.

11 wish that you could bear with me in a little somewhat of
folly. ~ (It is, of course, foolish to boast ; but you stand a good

/' *® “Two feelings are compounded all through this passage ; an intense
sympathy with the purpose of God that the Gospel should be preached to
J every creature ; and an intense scorn for the spirit that sneaks and poaches
on another’s ground, and is more anxious that some men should be good
sectarians than that all men should be good disciples ” (Denney, p. 309).

deal of it from other people.) Well, I know that you do bear
with me. 2 The truth is that I am jealous over you with God’s
own jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband exclusively.
My aim was to present the Church of Corinth as a pure virgin-
bride to the Christ. 3But I am sadly afraid lest somehow, as
the serpent utterly deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your
‘thoughts should be corrupted and led astray from the single- V
- minded devotion and pure fidelity which should be observed
towards Christ. *And my fear is not groundless, for if the
intruding alien (and I hear that there are such people) is
proclaiming another kind of Jesus such as we did not proclaim,
or you are receiving a different kind of spirit such as you did
not receive from us, or a different kind of Gospel such as you
/ did not accept at our hand,—then you bear with a person of this
/" kind with quite beautiful toleration! 51 ask you to be equally
tolerant towards me; for I am persuaded that in nothing have
I been inferior to those pre-eminent apostles of yours. & Granted
that, as compared with them, I am untrained in speech, yet in
the knowledge that is worth having I am not untrained. No 3
in all things we have made that plain among all men in our
relations with you.
XI 7-15. Glorying about refusing Maintenance; the
Contrast with his Crities. .

I had good reasons jfor vefusing maintenance. This
was one of many points of contrast between me and the false
apostles.

7Or did I commit a sin in degrading myself by working for
my bread with my hands to raise you up from the degradation
of idolatry, in that without cost to yourselves no less a thing than
God’s inestimable Gospel was preached to you by me? ©I
actually took from other Churches the cost of my maintenance—
it seemed like robbery—in order to be able to minister gratui-
tously to you. °And when I was staying with you at Corinth
and my resources failed, even then I ‘sponged’ on no one. No
Corinthian was squeezed to maintain me, for my necessities were
fully supplied by the brethren who came from Macedonia. That
was only one instance. In every emergency during my stay I
kept myself from being burdensome to you, and I mean to
continue to do so. 10 It is the truth of Christ that speaks in me
when I say that from being able to glory in preaching without
payment I will never allow myself to be barred in any region_ of
Achaia. 1! Why have I formed this resolution? Do you think
that it is because I care nothing about you? God knows
whether that is true or not.

/12 But I shall persist in acting just as I am acting now about

is, in order to cut the ground from under those who desire to
f{ave a ground for hoping that in the apostolate which they
boastfully claim they may be found working on the same terms
as we do, both of us accepting maintenance. %I will give them
no such opening, for such teachers are sham apostles, whose
whole work is a fraud, while they put on the appearance of
Apostles of Christ.  And no wonder; for Satan himself, the
arch-deceiver, puts on the appearance of an angel of light. 81t
is no amazing thing, therefore, if his ministers als? put on an
appearance as being ministers of what they.call rzghtepusnes_s.
Such professions will not profit them. Their doom will be in

V/accordance with their acts.
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ce more, let me advise you not to look upon me as 2 fool. 16
Ye??f you do, then listen to zvhat this “fool” has to boast abc%uti
1 am not now speaking as the Lord commands me but as a foo i
who must be “in on” this business of boasting. Since all the othclrls =
so proud of themselves, let me do a little boasting as v;fﬂ A
’?reom your heights of superior wisdom I am sure you can smile 2
erantly on a fmﬂll/z)h, you're tolerant all right! You don’t
,ﬂnd, do you, if afman takes away your liberty, spends your

24 I have been beaten the regulation thirty-nine stripes by the
Jews five times.
.25 I have been beaten with rods three times.
I hdve been stoned once.
17 ve been shipwrecked three times.
have been twenty-four hours in the open sea.

In my travels I have been in constant danger from rivers and
floods, from bandits, from my own countrymen, and from pagans.
I have faced danger in city streets, danger in the desert, danger on
27 the high seas, danger among false Christians. I have known

exhaustion, pain, long vigils, hunger and thirst, doing without

V’
en smacks your face? I am 21

'
' money, makes a fool of you or even <o 1i meals, cold and lack of clothin,
trong things like s oL cloLIe, e
almost ashan‘}zcti o s;zt;‘-g:: I n?‘(’:eu‘la?lshga e‘:;?o; suc%l conﬂggsience 28 Apart from all external trials I have the daily burden of re-
that to you. m w, party 29 sponsibility for all the churches. Do you think anyone is weak

1 (speaking as a fool, remember) have just as much confidence.
Are they Hebrews ? So am L .
Are they Israelites ? So am L.

braham ? So am I. . »
Are they descendants of A o im tothis tile than 28 31

22 without my feeling his weakness? Does anyone have his faith
upset without my longing to restore him ?

30 Oh, if I am going to boast, let me boast of the things which

have shown up my weakness! The God and Father of our Lord

theAym ’IT-’hlg l:;llglssifl;s ;igg’ésut look at this Bst: ]f:sus1 Chri:l';, he who is blessed for ever, knows that I speak the
. of them. simple truth, ] ]
i 11::2 gt?ﬁ:::gﬁi? ::;{mm! 32 In Damascus, the town governor, acting by King Aretas’ order,
I bomon fimes withont number. 33 had men out to arrest me. I escaped by climbing through a
ave bmfawd e dilnd g window and being let down the wall in a basket. That’s the sort
T have again agan, L}:f dignified exit I can boast about,

A=
'

==t _J- what You| qotL
K:-l' wha + L\tﬁiﬁ'
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!¢ Again I plead, don’t think that I have
lost my wits to talk like this; but even if you
do, listen to me anyway—a witless man, a
fool—while I also boast a little as they do.
' Such bragging isn’t something the Lord
commanded me to do, for I am acting like
a brainless fool. '* Yet those other men keep
telling you how wonderful they are, so here
1 go: " (You think you are so wise—yet
you listen gladly to those fools;fyou don’t

ind at all when they make you their slaves
d take everything you have, and take ad-
vantage of you, and put on airs, and slap
you in the face. * I'm ashamed to say that

===—=" I'm not strong and daring like that! But
= whatever they can boast about—I’m talking

like a fool again—I can boast about it, t00.)

# They brag that they are Hebrews, do
they? Well, so am L. And they say that they
are Israelites, God’s chosen people? So am
I. And they are descendants of Abraham?
Well, I am too.

2 They say they serve Christ? But I have
served him far more! (Have I gone mad to
boast like this?) I have worked harder, been
put in jail oftener, been whipped times with-
out number, and faced death again and
again and again. * Five different times the
Jews gave me their terrible thirty-nine
lashes. * Three times I was beaten with
rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was
shipwrecked. Once I was in the open sea all
night and the whole next day. * I have trav-
eled many weary miles and have been often
in great danger from flooded rivers, and
from robbers, and from my own people, the
Jews, as well as from the hands of the Gen-
tiles. I have faced grave dangers from mobs
in the cities and from death in the deserts
and in the stormy seas and from men who
claim to be brothers in Christ but are not.
¥ have lived with weariness and pain and
sleepless nights. Often I have been hungry
and thirsty and have gone without food;
often I have shivered with cold, without
enough clothing to keep me warm.

** Then, besides all this, I have the con-
stant worry of how the churches are getting
along: ® Who makes a mistake and I do not

feel his sadness? Who falls without my long-
ing to help him? Who is spiritually hurt
without my fury rising against the one who
hurt him? o

* But if I must brag, I woﬁld"mt'her-hng
about the things that show how weak I am.
" God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who is to be praised forever and ever, knows
Ttell the truth. ** For instance, in Damascus
the governor under King Aretas kept
guards at the city gates to catch me; » but
I was let down by rope and basket from a

e in the city wall, and so I got away!
t popularitylb] -
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X1 16-838. Glorying about his Services and Sufferings.

It seems jfoolish for an Apostle to be glorying, but 1
V{ ve no choice about it ; and so I glory about my nationality,
 my heavy work, and my hardships.

16 T repeat what 1 said before ; let no one think me a fool for
uttering what sounds like folly: or, if you must think me one,
at any rate listen to me patiently as such, that I may have my

little boast as well as other people. 17In talking to you in this
way I do not profess to be the Lord’s mouthpiece ; in this proud
confidence of glorying I speak as a fool in his folly. 8 Seeing
that many glory from their low worldly point of view, I mean to
do the like. - For you.can afford to bear with fools and do
so with pleasure: you are so wise yourselves. 2 Why, in your
sublime tolerance you bear with any of these impostors, no
matter what he does; if he makes slaves of you, if he devours
your substance, if he entraps you, if he gives himself airs, if he
strikes you in the face. 2! It may be a disgraceful confession to
make, but I really have not been equal to acting in that
way. Yet, wherever real courage is exhibited (remember,
it is in folly that I say this), there I have courage too.
2 Tet us look at nationality. Are they Hebrews, Israel-
ites, descendants of Abraham? There we are equal, for so
am I. 28 Let us look at service. Are they ministers of Christ?
(I am talking like a madman.) Let us grant that they are His
ministers. I am more than their equal there, for I have suffered
far more in His sérvice ;—
with labours far exceeding theirs,
with stripes far exceeding theirs,
with imprisonments beyond comparison,
with risk of life again and again;—
% from the Jews I five times received the severest scourging
that is allowed,
% three times I was beaten with- rods by the Romans,
ce I was stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck,
XI night and a day I have drifted on the open sea.
2] have served Him in journeyings again and
again ;—
in perils of rivers, in perils of robbers,
in perils from my own people, in perils from the
Gentiles,
in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness,
in perils on the sea, in perils among false brethren.
27 have served Him in labour and travail ;—
with watchings often, with hunger and thirst,
with fastings often, with cold and nakedness;
%8 hesides other things which I pass over, there is that which
presses on me daily,

my anxiety for all the Churches.
29 What brother is weak in faith or life, and I do not feel
¢ his weakness?
What brother is enticed into sin, and I am not in a fur-
nace of distress?
f there must be glorying, my principle is to glory of the

hings which concern my weakness, for they show my likeness.

to the Lord Jesus Christ. %! The God and Father of the Lord
Jesus Christ, He who is blessed for ever, knows that I am not
lying. % At Damascus the ethnarch of King Aretas posted
guards at the gates of the city to arrest me; % but through an
opening I was let down in a basket through the city wall, and
thus clean escaped his hands.
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CHAPTER 12 Y

I have real grounds for “boasting”, but I will only hint at them

1 No, I don’t think it’s really a good thing for me to boast at

but I will just mention visions and revelations of the Lord himself.

2 T know a man in Christ who, fourteen years ago, had the

perience of being caught up into the third Heaven. I don’t know
whether it was an actual physical experience, only God knows
3 that. All T know is that this man was caught up into paradise. (I
repeat, I do not know whether this was a physical happening or w]
4 mot, God alone knows.) This man heard words that cannot, and
§ indeed must not, be translated into human speech. I am honestly
proud of an experience like that, but I have made up my mind
nal, except of what may be called

not to boast of anything

perso;
6 my weaknesses. If I should want to boast I should certainly be no
fool to be proud of my experiences, and I should be speaking

nothing but the sober truth. Yet I am not going to do so, for I
don’t want anyone to think more highly of me than his experience
of me and what he hears of me should warrant. So tremendous,
however, were the revelations that God gave me that, in order
to prevent my becoming absurdly conceited, I was given a
physical handicap—one of Satan’s angels—to harass me and
effectually stop any conceit. Three times I begged the Lord for

it to leave me, but his reply has been, “My grace is enough for ?ﬁ
- e
Jomon

completely,” Therefore, I have cheerfully made up my mind to
be proud of m: because they mean a_deeper ex-

perience of the power of Christ, T can even enjoy weaknesses, |

suffering, privations, persecutions and difficulties for Christ’s sake.
For my very weakness makes me strong in him.

12 THIS BOASTING Is all so foolish, but
let me go on. Let me tell about the
visions I've had, and revelations from the
Lord.
* Fourteen years ago I* was taken up to
heaven® for a visit. Don’t ask me whether

my body was there or just my spirit, for I
don’t know; only God can answer that. But
things so astounding that they are beyond .
a man’s power to describe or put in words '/,’
(and anyway I am not allowed to tell them
to others). * That experience is something
to do it. I am going to boast only about how V/
weak I am and how great God is to use such
weakness for his glory. ¢I have plenty to
boast about and would be no fool in doing 7
highly of me than he should from what he
can actually see in my life and my message.

"I will say this: because these experi-
ences I had were so tremendous, God was-
was given a physical condition which has
been a thorn in my flesh, a messenger from
Satan to hurt and bother me, and prick my
pride. * Three different times I begged God

. ;.
you; that is all you need. My power shows
up best in weak people.” Now I am glad to \;’

t about how weak I am; [ am glad to

instead of showing.off my own power and |/
abilities. "° Since I know it is all for Christ’s
good, I am guite happy about “the thorn,” i
insults and hardshi u-
tiops and difficulties; for when I am weak, 74

anyway, there I was in paradise, * and heard
worth bragging about, but I am not going

it, but I don’t want anyone to think more V/
afraid I might be puffed up by them; so I

to make.me well agl_lin-‘ .

_be aliving dcmopstration of Christ’s power,

then I am strong—the less I have, the mor:

I depend on him.
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creserve e from wani
@ humiliating infirmity.

to gain by it, for myself or for the good
will pass on to a worthier subject, viz. v
granted to me by the Lord Jesus Christ. They have been
called delusions or inventions, but they are sober fact.
tell you of 2 man who was in ecstasy with Christ fourteen years
ago—it was Christ’s doing and no credit to the man: whether
he was still in the body, I cannot tell, or whether he was in
rapture away from the body. I cannot tell ; that is known to

to the third heaven.

XIL 1-10. Glorying about Revelations to his Soul
and a Thorn for his Flesh,

I kave received two sublime revelations, and also, to

1 This glorying is forced upon me,

God alone: he was caught up, this man of whom I speak, even
I can tell you also that this man of whom
I speak, either in the body or apart from the body (God knows

’ which), ¢was caught up’ into the Paradise where God dwells,

o o and there listened to utterances unutterable, such as no human
g being is allowed to repeat. 8 Of such a man as this, not know-
ing his own condition and yet so honoured, I am prepared to
glory ; but of myself personally, such as you know me, I am not
prepared to glory, except as regards what I have called my weak-
nesses. ®I am not bound to abstain in this way, for if I choose
to glory about other things, I shall not be a fool in so doing, for
I shall only be saying what is true ; but I do abstain, because I
do not want anyone to form a higher estimate of me than that
which he can gather from what he sees me do or hears me say.
" And then there is the exceeding greatness of the revelations.
Therefore, in order that I should not be exalted overmuch about
these, there was given to me a painful malady, like a stake
driven into my flesh, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, that I
should not be exalted overmuch.
times made supplication to the Lord, praying Him to remove it
from me. ® And this was His reply ; “Itis sufficient for thee that
thou hast received grace to become My Apostle and to convert
the nations; for it is when man’s strength fails that My power
is brought to perfection.” Most gladly, therefore, I shall prefer
glorying in all my weaknesses to asking the Lord to free me from
them, sothat the power of Christ may spread a sheltering cover over
10 That is why I am so well pleased with weaknesses, such
as wanton injuries, dire hardships, persecutions, and desperate
straits, when they are endured for Christ’s sake.
when in myself I am utterly weak that in Him I am truly

strong,
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This boasting is silly, but you made 1t necess

1 have made a fool of myself in this “boasting” business, but\ 11 AELIL
u forced me to do it. If only you had had a better opinjon of =
me it would have been quite unnecessary. For I am not r in ot moral obli to be saving u
the least inferior, nobody as I am, to these extra-special mess . 2 d e %
You have had an exhaustive demonstration of the power Gad 12 or their arénts ut) th
gives to a genuine messenger of his in the miracles, signs and wor , e B2 == — 2 "—'-ge' B arf:_.nts

of spiritual power that you saw with your own eyes. What makes
you feel so inferior to other churches? Is it because I have not
allowed you to support me financially ? My humblest apologies
for this great wrong!

~What carn be Jour grounds jor Suspicion of megP =~

Now I am all ready to visit you for the third time, and I am

still not going to be a burden to you. It is you I want—not your

mopey. Children don’t .hm_m.pm_by..thdr._suim% eir

parents; parents do that for their children. Consequently I will

‘most gladly spend and be spent for your good, even though it
/ means that the more I love you the less you love me.

V “All right then,” I hear you say, ““we agree that he himself had
none of our money.” But are you thinking that I nevertheless was
rogue enough to catch you by some trick ? Just think. Did I make
any profit out of the ‘messengers I sent you? I asked Titus 1o go,
and sent a brother with him. You don’t think Titus made any-
thing out of you, do you ? Yet didn’t I act in the same spirit as he,
and take the same line as he did ?

fo the /children.

o ,z’ {&ﬂ.l :

@ I will

S/ = Tz (=
Eor)

— 08 szt 50
Hzﬁe 228 * ‘
/é;zé > hteb.¢ iy

-

E Remember what I really am, and whose authority I have

*n L LT L -, N U | DY T -



_— esv JUM uLUNUE 40 LIS TmMe that | am ing to justi
ﬁﬁ:elff in a)}rlréur me;e;ni A;:tually} am speaking in thzry;stgbezgorlausGt:)fg
. /spmtual = y reason for so doing is to help you in your
For I must confess that I am afraid that when T come I shall not

m 11-18. The Credentials of an Apostle; exceptional
Signs and exceptional Love.

Titus |, luke ,

. haps find you as I should li : :
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for the impurity, the immorali cady and are not yet sorry I N z SR 1T have been making a fool of myself by writing in this
oy and._'the lus!fu}nis§ 9,f Whmh they = Iﬁge—d‘ (\ - 9 glorying fashion ; but I am not to blame for it. It was you who
! drove me to do it; for you gave support to my Opponents,

fen you ought loyally to have commended me. I had a right
z ' fto expect this from you, for in no single thing was I inferior to
C.,Z-_%_C:;[ ne L = A0 VALY _\ ol . those pre-eminent apostles of yours, although as a matter of fact
o I am nothing. 12 The signs, yes, the signs which mark the true
Apostle, were wrought out in your midst,—and the endurance
of all that they cost me never failed,—in works of significance,
works of wonder, and works of power. 13 You think that I have
treated you badly. Well, in what respect were you put in a
position of inferiority to my other Churches, except it be that I
,z;self did not ‘sponge’ on you? Of your generosity, pray for-
p give me this dreadful wrong!

are guilty ?

sent tl‘i:Le brozhe E—J:',
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ow I am coming to you again, the upbuilding . be loved less? That would indeed be a strange requital. ¢ But
o you say, “ We let that pass.” You admit that I did not myself

ird time; and it is still not going to cost
\ w{ ‘1 21022 come down on you for maintenance, but you insinuate that, like
ZPn T 2 the cunning knave that I am always supposed to be, I entrapped

# you anything, for I don’t want your money. - D
I want you! And anyway iy
i » you are my chil-
dren, and little children don’t pay for thei | 114 ;
fatl}.er’s and mother’s food_”iggiﬁg;oie; i 1/; j,u a | you in other ways by the crafty employment of agents. , 17 Did
way around; parents supply food for their I? By means of any of those whom I sent to you did I take
children. '* I am glad to give you myself and Ol ) to b é | -}-anm weg 5 unfair advantage of you? T asked Titus to Yisit you, and with
= e A i % him I sent the brother whom you know. Did Titus take any
‘W'%‘h — - . Ll . unfair advantage of you? No one would venture to insinuate
A : =3 ' i his guiding prin-
msa s e, +hat. And was there any difference between his guiding p
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dear friends—to build you up'spiritually

God and in un_ion with Christ that T am speaking as T do ;—but
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CHAPTER 13

I THis third time T am i g
fheandien: Lags o rgily coming to you in person. Remember

mouth of two or thr i
2 every word be established.” My previous Wm_n;elg‘:nmcsses —

second visit, still stands and, thopgh absent, I repeat it now as
coming will noz mean leniency for

who have sinned
that I speak by
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the power of Christ.
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He was “weak” eno
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o :ru];:iﬁed, yez;f:u]ta he lives now by
k as he was wi t i
Bl e ’th::l I am strong enough to deal with you

Fd
4 Why not test yourselves instead of me ?

V’I You should be looking at yourselves to make

pray God that you may find the right answer
to your test, not because I haye any need of your apgroval, but
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because I earnestly want you to find the right answer, even if that
should ¢ me no real Christian. For, after all, we can make no
progress against the truth; we can only work for the truth.

Ve are glad to be weak if it means that you are strong, Our
ition f¢ i isti ity. Hence the tone of
this letter, so that when I do come I shall not be obliged to use
that power of severity which God has given me—though even
that is not meant to break you down but to build you up.

8

9
10

Finally, Farewell

Last of all then, my brothers, good-bye! Set your hearts on this 11
maturity I have spoken of, consider my advice, live in harmony, d
be at peace with one another. So shall the God of love and peace
be ever with you.

A pandshake all round, please! All the Christians here send 12,13
greeung, =

The grace that comes through our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 14
that is of God the Father, and the fellowship that is ours in the
Holy Spirit be with you all!
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THIS IS THE third time I am coming

if two or three have seen a wrong, it must
be punished. [Well, this is my third warn-
ing, as I come now for this visit.?] * I have
already warned those who had been sinning
when I was there last; now I warn them
again, and all others, just as I did then, that
this time I come ready to punish severely

an body died on the cross, but now he
lives by the mighty power of God. We, too,
are weak in our bodies, as he was, but now
we live and are strong, as he is, and have
all of God’s power to use in dealing with
you. )

‘more within you? Or are you just pretend-

ing to be Christians when actually you
|-aren’t at all? ¢ T hope you can agree that I
ly bel

that you will live good lives, not
that will be a feather in our
, proving that what we teach is right;
no, for we want you to do right even if we
ourselves are despised. * Qur responsibility
is to encourage the right-at all times, not to
 hope fof evil. * We are glad to be weak and

despised if you are really strong..Qur great-_
|£ ;isg and pravyer is that you will become
:gg:ig Christians.
] am writing this to youchow in the

hope that I won’t need to scold and punish
when I come; for I want to use the Lord’s
authority svhich he has given me, not to
punish you but to make you strong.

"' I€lose my letter with these last words:

gf Be happy. .
Grow in Christ.
Pay attention to what I have said.
Live in harmony and peace.
And may the God of love and peace be with
you.

'2 Greet each other warmly in the Lord.
© All the Christians here send you their best
regards. '* May the grace of our Lord Jesus
(Christ be with you all. May God’s love and
ithe Holy Spirit’s friendship be yours,

Paul

T PSS wa,u-l- # 'H‘Un‘g Q‘Y Fee W
we Sec that i1 s Z‘amln*""/ do e witl oF God 15 do wii A Great batfe

to visit you. The Scriptures tell us that _

iLfweed +o use A-u-lﬁar,lnj or MmaKe 15sues because EVEYq-}L,&7 ‘s /u—a.c];r[.-’ vin e nq.’l,f' diveation !
's YQD-“V:-? ‘['/\171' ,,LA;‘_I will L-C 5‘1&}’0"“7 4 ﬁm«f’zlc ;

Frayer Kequests
ings Ave vight ! ,
Cayinthias Qe,—xL a'nuofue,J o A-n.s:.uew'n7 ouy prayevs For ot .
we dd.u?-c 1‘1(L cﬁ/fbl:fn, c,ﬁm ges 4 C{owf;f‘/ / j
_— CLA{‘QIM[CV‘;M Cal£ Uarwm_{{ Ada.f47 EZI/"CM H

De wo Wryoene - Aetiin, émjugj*-_rﬁ!_ag__ af‘tlall’ééjj/;“
Be tude Gomplete — wovk dowe by Godo FLil.tie Galiw:i7

{ +¢L4-[- we UJCU"\‘{‘ ;-”l"{ 414,1 »—L[«lq.\‘,lo '71upw Fm ;7L

an e w to Spivitual mmd’ec{nes_r.: to Lwi«y ouy

deSIHS '1_£o Cress And Allow g o be nlaifed —/-Lu'e
wi+h Ghr_rs‘*:‘- ’S A Qomf aud A beautiFul -,ZAM;?” . 7

XIIT. 1 Tam now for the third time coming to you. Remember °
the Scripture which says, At the mouth of two witnesses and of
three shall every word be established. That implies a strict
investigation. 2T gave a warning, when I was with you a second
time, to those who clung to their old sins then, and now being
absent I give a warning to all the rest who may need it now,—
that if I come again, as I am preparing to do, I will not spare.
81 could not do so, seeing that you are seeking to make me
give a proof that it is the Christ who is- speaking in me, the
Christ who in His dealings with you is not weak, but exhibits
His power among you." * For though it is-true that He was
crucified through weakness, yet He is alive for evermore
through the power of God. And you will find the same kind of
thing in me. By union with Christ I share His weakness ; yet
through that same power of God and in fellowship with Christ I
shall be-full of life and vigour for dealing with you. ®Vou seek
a ppedf from me that Christ is in me. It is your own selves that
ﬁxght to be testing, whether you are in the faith that saves;
t is your own selves that you ought to be proving. Or are you
so ignorant about your state as not to know that Christ is in
you? Of course He is, unless (as I will not believe) you have
failed to stand this test. ®But I trust that you will come to
know that T have not failed. 7 But my prayer unto.God is that
you may not in any way go wrong ; not in order that in this way
I may be shown to have stood the test, but that you may da
what is noble and right, even though I may seem to have failed.

®For of course I cannot, even to secure my position as an
Apostle, do anything that would be prejudicial to the Gospel;
all that 1 do must be in furtherance of the Gospel. ?Indeed, I
rejoi€e when it is owing to your Christian strength of character

t I am weakened by losing an opportunity of proving my
authority ; and this I not only rejoice over but pray for,—I
mean the perfecting of your characters. 10 This is my reason
for writing as I do while I am away from you, so that, when I
am present, I may not have to act sharply, according to the
authority which the Lord gave me for building up and not for
demolition.
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