A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS:
Turning Tough Times into Triumph
“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage”

Study Number Ten — 2 Corinthians 5:10-21

This passage in 2 Corinthians 5, picking up with verse 10 1s a
passage that starts with JUDGMENT and it ends with
RECONCILIATION and RIGHTEOUSNESS.

In our last study we talked about DEATH. In this passage we
talk about JUDGMENT.

Francis Schaeffer wrote a book called Death in the City and he
calls to our attention two verses of Scripture:

(Death in the City by Francis A. Schaeffer)

... Matt. 12:36 Jesus says, “But I say unto you, that every idle
word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in
the day of judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be justified,
and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.” ... [and then]

Luke 12:2, 3 ... “For there i1s nothing covered, that shall
not be revealed; neither hid, that shall not be known.
Therefore whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness shall be
heard in the light; and that which ye have spoken in the ear in
closets shall be proclaimed upon the housetops.” ...
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pp. 113-14

J. I. Packer wrote a book called Knowing God. He’s written
several. And in the book he has a whole chapter on
accountability to God. Basically he says that because God 1s
holy and because there is evil in the world, we can expect that
there’s going to be an accountability for that evil. And so we
have to come to the conclusion that judgment is a certainty.

(Knowing God by J. I. Packer)

And then he does a real good thing. He starts in Genesis and
goes to Revelation to show you judgment. He starts with
Adam and Eve in the Garden; then he goes to Noah’s day with
the flood; and then to Sodom and Gomorrah; and then to the
ten plagues 1in Egypt; and then to the golden calf, Nadab and
Abihu, Korah, Dathan and Abiram; Achan in Joshua chapter
7 when he stole those things and buried them in the floor of
his tent; Uzzah when he reached out to touch the ark; and
then the Assyrian captivity in 721 B.C. when all of the
northern kingdom went into captivity; 586 when the southern
kingdom went into captivity. You come into the New
Testament—Herod died on the throne because he was sitting
there in pride. You see God’s judgment on Ananias and
Sapphira because they lied to the Spirit of God. You see the
Corinthian church experiencing judgment in 1 Corinthians
chapter 11 he says, “there are a number of you who sleep in
physical death simply because you would not deal with sin in
your life.” And then of course you can go to the book of
Revelation and you recognize that is the wrap-up, that is the
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picture, the panorama of God’s final judgment upon sin.
pp. 125-26 (summary)

Let’s conclude this first part with a verse:

Ecclesiastes 11:9

Rejoice oh young man in thy youth, let thy heart cheer thee in
the days of thy youth. Walk in the ways of your heart and in
the sight of your eyes, but know this, that for all these things
God will bring you into judgment.

And so judgment is a certainty. And as we open the study, the
very first verse tells us that.

v. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat
of Christ, in order that each one may receive a
recompense for what he has done during his life in
the body, whether good or bad.

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, in
order that each one may receive a recompense for what he has
done during his life in the body, whether good or bad.”

Now remember in our last study we talked about the fact that
we're living in a TEMPORARY TENT, and when we die we're
going to a PERMANENT DWELLING. We're absent here and
we're present there instantaneously when physical death
takes place.



In view of the fact that we're absent from the body and
present with the Lord when we die:

2 Corinthians 5:9

Therefore also, we are making it our aim, whether at home or
absent, to be pleasing to Him.

In other words, that’s our goal. We want to please God in view
of the fact that we're going to meet Him face-to-face.

Now the word “For” starts the verse.
“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,”

So what does that tell us? Our aim and our goal is to please
Him because we're going to have to “appear.” Notice the
apostle uses the word “we.” That includes him. And notice the
word “must’—there are no excuses.

Been called to jury duty lately? We get called and we can have
excuses and we can have exceptions. We can beg off from jury
duty.

But this is one thing we cannot beg off. There are no
exceptions. If we're a believer, the text tells us we're going to
have a court summons:

“we must all appear’—no exceptions, no excuses— ‘before the
judgment seat of Christ.”



Now what 1s “the judgment seat of Christ”?
There are THREE QUESTIONS to answer:
1. WHAT is it?

2. WHEN is it?

3. WHY isit?

1. WHAT is 1t?—it 1s not a judgment for unbelievers. It is a
judgment for believers.

If we want to find where unbelievers are judged, we go to the
GWT—The Great White Throne in Revelation 20. Nobody
survives that judgment. They are universally cast into the
lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which 1s the second
death. That 1s universal judgment that takes place.

Now, let’s ask ourselves the question:

WHAT is “the judgment seat of Christ”?

Ever had the IRS say, “We are going to do an audit”? What’'d
that do? It just kind of blows your breath away because we'’re
guilty until proven innocent. They're the IRS, it’s just the way
1t 1s.

What’s going to happen at “the judgment seat of Christ” is an
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AUDIT. The moment we experience the New Birth there is a
computer printout that starts.

Been to the hospital recently to see somebody who’s really
sick? Usually we go into the room and they’re hooked up to all
kinds of things. They’re hooked up to things that can monitor
their brain waves and their heartbeat. Here on these screens
they go “blip, blip, blip.”

But all of a sudden both of those things go flat. What have
they had? Physical death—there is a termination. We will see
the exact same thing at “the judgment seat of Christ.” We will
see our lives, from the minute we come to know Christ, until
we die on a printout that we’re going to face at “the judgment

seat of Christ.”

When we start thinking about it, after we become a Christian,
some of the eggs we've laid and some of the things we’ve done.
We immediately start thinking that way. Don’t think that way
for a minute!

Now, that’s the WHAT—It’s an AUDIT.
Secondly:

2. WHEN?

And when Jesus Christ calls out His church—His bride—it’s
going to be in a moment, in a twinkling of an eye, and there’s
nothing standing in the way of that happening today
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prophetically. That starts the drama of the book of Revelation.

Instantaneously following that is going to be a 7 year period of
tribulation here on the earth. There’s going to be a worldwide
government. There’s going to be a worldwide economic system.
There are going to be all kinds of things that are going to take
place of cosmic and cataclysmic proportions that are going to
make horrendous problems for people to exist and to live here.

During that time the church is home with the Lord. And since
the Lord knows our nature and we’re dreading it, He’s going
to get it over with in a hurry. Probably during that 7 year
period we're going to be having our audit up there. “The
judgment seat of Christ” is going to take place during that
period. But again, that is pure conjecture.

Now, the third thing:
3. WHY?
The WHY 1is seen in the last part of verse 10:

“In order that each one may receive a recompense for what he
has done during his life in the body,”

In other words, while we’ve been living in the body, there 1s
going to be “a recompense’—a reward—for faithfulness during
the time that we've lived in the body.

Now remember when Jesus told that parable in Matthew 25
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about the parable of the talents? One guy had five, another
guy had two, and another guy one. The guy that had five, got
five more. The guy that had two, got two more. The guy that
had one buried his. And the Lord made it very clear that He
expected stewardship and responsibility and this guy had
failed by the fact that he didn’t do that.

And so when we come to “the judgment seat of Christ” we're
coming to a time of accountability.

“In order that each one may receive a recompense for what he
has done during his life in the body,”

And that takes us back to 2 Corinthians 5:6-8 when he says
whether we’re in the body or out of the body, we're absent
here—we’re present there.

Now we have a tendency, when we're thinking about “the
judgment seat of Christ,” of handling the whole situation with
QUANTITY rather than QUALITY. We get an idea that the
more good works we do and the bigger stack of quantity is
going to really give us some points and some reward. And that
1s not biblical.

There’s another passage that teaches what happens at “the
judgment seat of Christ” and it’s in 1 Corinthians 3:11-15:

1 Corinthians 3:11-15

No man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid,
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which 1s Jesus Christ. Now if any man builds upon the
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, and
straw, each man’s work will be evident; for the day will show
1t, because 1t will be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will
test the quality of each man’s work...

Not quantity. What sort of work 1s 1t?

Now in the King James Version it says, “[we’ll] all appear
before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive
the things done in his body, according to that he hath done,
whether it be good or bad.”

And that scares us naturally because we're thinking about all
the bad things we did. That is not the picture. The picture is
this, all of that went under the Blood when we were forgiven
of our sins—the past. And as we confess sins as believers, we
stay in fellowship with the Father and that’s dealt with.

Well then what 1s the definition of the good and the bad in the
sort—of what sort it 1s?

Anything in the flesh is bad. Anything in the Spirit is good.
And those things are beautifully sorted out at “the judgment
seat of Christ,” in the audit as they see our computer printout,
because the Lord discerns the motives. The Lord knows our
hearts. And so the good things are going to be there as the
basis for reward. The bad things are going to be burnt up like
fire.



And so see it isn’t going to be all that painful. But we better be
operating in the Spirit on a daily basis or it’s going to be
pretty embarrassing.

1 John 2:28

We would shrink away from Him in shame at His coming if
such were the case.

Now when we look at something like that, we can come to one
of two conclusions:

1. We can get discouraged, defeated and depressed and say,
“Oh boy, it’s been so bad this far. I can’t undo any of that and
I'm getting so close to the end. Look, I'm just going to throw in
the towel. I'm not going to really try anymore. I mean after all,
1t’s been cast 1n concrete and I'm really through.”

Now that’s playing right into the hands of the devil. He would
love to have us think that. Think we’re too old and too far over
the hill to do anything that will be credible at “the judgment
seat of Christ.” And he would delight in that.

Paul says we do not lose heart!

Now there 1s another possibility and only the female species
are vulnerable at this point, but they are great ones on this.
When they realize they're coming up a little bit short, they
like to redouble their efforts. It’s like if we’re on the wrong
road, we just go faster. They like to redouble their efforts.
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Florence Littauer describes it beautifully:

(How to Get Along with Difficult People by Florence Littauer)

Here come Harriet Hurry, throwing her choir robe over
her Christian Dior jogging suit and coordinating Nike shoes.
Harriet 1s an extremely competent lady, and no one knows
how she finds the time to be the Coordinator of Manna on
Wheels, Director of Hemming for Heathens, on the Board of
the Current Crucial Crises Council, and President of the
Spiritual Jogging Society. She often rushes into a meeting
late, gives a dramatic report, and leaves early to make it to
the next committee. Harriet’s theme song is, “I'm late, I'm
late, for a very important date.”

Harriet 1s out to save the world, and her husband calls
her “The Lone Arranger.”
pp. 22-23

When we'’re losing time and when we’ve blown it, what do we
do? We overextend ourselves. We want to do more because we
want to catch up with everybody else. And we want to be sure
that there’s going to be some credibility when we get there.
But what are we doing? We're operating in the flesh again.

Now, let’s just stop and say okay we have a problem. We get
depressed and discouraged or we can go to the other extreme

and we can hurry like crazy to pile up a whole bunch of work.
What should we do? The hardest verse in the Bible:
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Psalm 46:10

Be still and know that I'm God.
Come quietly before Him, seek His face.

Now Philippians 3:14 says: “press toward the mark.” And
Jesus said, “I must work the works of Him that sent Me while

1t 1s day, for the night is coming when no man can work.” (ref.
John 9:4)

But the Bible also says, “Walk by means of the Spirit and you
will not fulfil the desires of the flesh.” (ref. Galatians 5:16)

The Bible also says, “Wait on the Lord, be of good courage and
He’'ll strengthen your heart. Wait I say on the Lord.” (ref.
Psalm 27:14)

Isaiah 40:31

They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength, they
shall mount up with wings as eagles, they shall run and not
be weary, they shall walk and not faint.

God expects us to make a decision that we are going to face a
computer printout that’s going to be alright. The therapy to
believers is not redoubling our efforts to try to make up for
lost time, but to decide what did we do today. And if we don’t
like what we did today, then tomorrow morning change it.
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The Bible is not wrong when it says, “If any man will come
after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and

follow me.” (ref. Luke 9:23)
“Give us this day our daily bread...” (ref. Matthew 6:11)

For years we've been playing into the hands of the world. How
does Alcoholics Anonymous deal with an alcoholic? Get one
day dry baby and they’ll be on the way!

Alright, how about drug abuse? Do the same thing. How about
someone caught up in an affair with somebody in a lousy
relationship, how do we get over that? One day without a call
or a contact. Two days without a call and a contact. Keep
going but start somewhere.

How are we doing on our New Year’s resolutions? The hardest
thing in the world is to start, isn’t 1t? Whether it’s a diet or
exercise or whatever, but if we’ll do 1t just one day then the
next day we can say, “Hey, I'm doing it two days!” And guess
what? We get to live. if we live to 70, 25,550 days—and by the
time we get to the end of our computer printout, we’re on a
roll.

That’s the way we change things in our life.
Life by the inch is a synch and by the yard it’s hard.
Don’t expect to see some burning bush, going up in smoke and

saying, “This is what you need to do!” Just start! Decide now
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that tomorrow morning it’s going to be different, in view of the
fact that we know about “the judgment seat of Christ,” we
better start spending time in the Word every day and we’re
not going to let a day die before we go to “the judgment seat of
Christ” without having an audience with the King in the Word
and in prayer, because that’s important.

He wants to visit with us and He needs that time, and that’s
priority. So if we did that today—not that we make some
gigantic decision, but that we made just a simple decision that
we're going to get started and we’re going to do it. Just a day
at a time! Don’t bite off more than we can chew. And when the
next day comes, do it.

That fits in with Lamentations 3: “Great is thy faithfulness,
your mercy 1s new every morning.” (ref. Lamentations 3:23)

There’s enough there for us to get through that day, and the
next day when its challenges come.

v. 11 Therefore knowing the fear of the Lord, we are
persuading men, but we are well-known to God;
and I am hoping that we are well-known also in
your consciences.

“Therefore”—now when we see a “therefore” we always find

out what 1t’s there for. There’s one 1n verses 11, 14, 16, 17 and
20—so we have FIVE “THEREFORESs” in our study.

“Therefore knowing the fear of the Lord, we are persuading
14



men, but we are well-known to God; and I am hoping that we
are well-known also 1in your consciences.”

Let’s talk about that phrase “the fear of the Lord.”

“Therefore knowing the fear of the Lord,”—what does Paul
mean when he uses that? Well coming off the judgment verse,
we're scared aren’t we?

“Therefore knowing the fear of the Lord,”—but does that mean
we're frozen in fear and we’re afraid to get close? No.

Whenever we see the word “fear of the Lord” in the Bible we
think of the THREE Rs:

1. We RESPECT God for His authority and the fact that
we're accountable to Him.

2. We know we have a RESPONSIBILITY to Him because
we're His child. And we have a responsibility to be obedient—
that’s “the fear of the Lord,” 1sn’t 1t?

3. We're in a RELATIONSHIP with Him and people see us
as they think of Him. And so we have a responsibility to that
relationship. That is “the fear of the Lord.”

Now “the fear of the Lord” ought to motivate us to be more
and more effective for Him.

Our Daily Bread had this story some time back:
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Recently I read a fable about a dog who loved to chase
other animals. He bragged about his great running skill and
said he could catch anything. Well, it wasn’t long until his
boastful claims were put to the test by a certain rabbit. With
ease the little creature outran his barking pursuer. The other
animals, watching with glee, began to laugh. The dog excused
himself, however, by saying, “You forget, I was only running
for fun. He was running for his life!”

(source unknown)

When we’re running for “the fear of the Lord” we are
motivated, but 1t’s motivated in the channels of “the fear of the
Lord” to be obedient to His Word and not go running off in all
kinds of directions.

“Therefore knowing the fear of the Lord,”—what do we do?—
“we are persuading men.”

Believe that? Do we believe that to the point that we're really
concerned about people around us that don’t know Jesus
Christ?

What are we doing?

“we are persuading men” to get right with God!

“knowing the fear of the Lord,”

Now how does he do that? By his LIFE and by his LIP. He
earns the right by what people see and that he speaks the
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Good news of the grace of God.

Billy Graham in his book Facing Death uses an illustration of
this:

(Facing Death and the Life After by Billy Graham)

In World War I, British soldiers had a popular song that
went like this:

Oh Death, where is thy sting-a-ling-a-ling,
Oh Grave, thy victoree?

The bells of Hell go ting-a-ling-a-ling

For you but not for me.

A lot of people talk about hell, use it to tell other where to
go, but do not want to be confronted with the thought that it
might be their destination. Hell, for them, is only [for] the
Hitlers and Stalins [that] should end up [there], along with
murderers, rapists, [and the] child pornographers. But most
think that “Good People” who mind their own business, pay
their taxes, and put a few dollars in the collection plate will
have some “eternal rewards.”

p. 37

And that’s the furthest thing from the truth. When we really
think about it, we know “the fear of the Lord” and we know
judgment is certain. And mankind is accountable to God and
that destiny is going to be the destiny for anybody who has
refused to know Jesus Christ.
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“Therefore knowing the fear of the Lord, we are persuading
men,” but we are well-known to God;”

Paul says, “We’ve got press up there. I mean we know God
through Jesus Christ and we're known in heaven.”

“but we are well-known to God; and I am hoping that we are
well-known also in your consciences.”

Paul says, “I hope every time you think of me, you are barbed
in your conscience! I hope we make you miserable. When you

think of the quality of our lives and our commitment to Jesus

Christ, that you think about us and you are kind of pricked in
your conscience every time you think of us.”

Isn’t that great?

v. 12 We are not again commending ourselves to you,
but are giving you an opportunity to be proud of us,
in order that you may be having an answer for
those who are taking pride in appearance and not
in heart.

“We are not again commending ourselves to you,”

Now they thought that Paul was bragging and they constantly
accused him of that. So he says we’re not bragging again.

“but [we] are giving you an opportunity to be proud of us,”
18



What’s that saying? He’s saying, “If you’ll allow us to share
Christ with you and you come to know Him, you’re going ‘to be
proud of us.” You're going to love us because we're going to be
your spiritual fathers.”

“In order that you may be having an answer for those who are
taking pride in appearance and not in heart.”

Ever met any people like that? Their whole religious life is a
matter of appearance. It’s all for show. It’s all on the surface.
We can always tell false religion because it’s on the surface.
Real religion is a matter of the heart and it goes much, much
deeper.

When we think of people who are playing for appearance, we
always think of the THREE Ss:

1. It's for SHOW.
2. It’s on the SURFACE.

3. It’s characterized by STRESS because we never know wha
knows the real us.

They always have to be worried about who’s going to find out
the real truth about so-and-so. That’s on the surface.

That’s exactly the problem with the Pharisees. Jesus accused
them of cleaning the outside of the cup but the inside was full
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of dirt and filth. And He accused them in Matthew 6 of
standing on a street corner shouting their prayers, giving
their offering in public, screwing up their face like they were
1n miserable pain because they were fasting so everybody
would know. Flaunting it was their whole basis for religious
profession.

v. 13 For if we were out of our senses, it is for God; if we
are in our right mind, it is for you.

“For if we were out of our senses, 1t 1s for God; if we are 1n our
)
right mind, it is for you.”

Asked anybody recently what they think of us as a Christian?
Especially somebody who’s not one?

What kind of response would we get? They say, “You're weird.
You read a book that man wrote and you pray to somebody
you can’t see! You're weird.”

Well we're in good company if somebody told us that? In Mark
3:21 they told Jesus when He came to Nazareth, “You're out of
your mind to tell us you're the Messiah, the Son of God! We
watched you working in Joseph’s carpenter shop! You're out of
your mind.”

The apostle Paul got that same accusation just before he went
to Rome for his imprisonment? He had a chance to preach
before Agrippa and Bernice. And Festus the governor of the
territory was the audience and in Acts 26:24, when Paul is
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waxing eloquent with his testimony, this is what he hears:

Acts 26:24-26

While Paul was saying this in his defense, Festus said in a
loud voice, “Paul, you are out of your mind! [Can you imagine
right in the middle of your audience hears you talking some
guy says, “You're out of your mind!” And then he says:] Your
great learning i1s driving you mad.” [How does Paul handle it?]
Paul said, “I am not out of my mind most excellent Festus, but
I utter words of sober truth. For the king knows about these
matters, and I spoke to him also with confidence, since I am
persuaded that none of these things escape his notice; for this
has not been done in a corner.

He just comes right back at him. “You’re out of your mind!”
Why is it that people think that we’re weird and we’re out of
our mind? If nobody has said that about us lately, we have a
problem. The real thing that caused people to think that the
early church was weird was the THREE Es:

1. They were filled with ENTHUSIASM.

2. They were filled with EXCITEMENT.

3. They had an EAGERNESS for EVANGELISM.

Those three Es make people think there’s something wrong
with us.
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Enthusiasm! Excitement about what God’s doing! And eager
for others to come to know Him in evangelism! That’s why
Paul says, “we are persuading men.” And “if we are in our
right mind, it is for you.”

“We're doing this for you in what we’re telling you of the
benefits that can be yours by receiving Christ as Savior.”

v. 14 For the love of Christ is controlling us, bringing us
to this conclusion, that one died for all, therefore
all died;

“For the love of Christ 1s controlling us, bringing us to this
conclusion, that one died for all, therefore all died;”

What did Paul say? He says it’s “the love of Christ [that’s]
controlling us.”

“We love Him so much, we want you to know Him too.”

“And His love 1s flowing through us to you so you’ll come to
know Him. And so ‘the love of Christ is controlling us.”

Ever reflected on how powerful human love 1s? We read those
verses 1n Song of Solomon 8:6 and 7 and we see the power of

human love:

Song of Solomon 8:6, 7
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Place me like a seal over your heart,
[Shulamith says to Solomon]

Like a seal on your arm;

For love 1s as strong as death,

Its jealousy unyielding as the grave.
It burns like a blazing fire,

Like a mighty flame.

Many waters cannot quench love;
Rivers cannot wash it away. ...

The power of human love. Paul says, “Our love for Jesus
Christ 1s so great it’s ‘controlling us’ in our ministry and in our
concern for others as we come to confront you with the Gospel
of Jesus Christ.”

Before we can really learn to love, we have to first die to our
selfishness.

We really cannot love someone else until we have died to our
selfishness.

“the love of Christ is controlling us, bringing us to this
conclusion, that one died for all,”—who’s that? Jesus Christ—
“therefore all died;”

Paul said in:

(Galatians 2:20

“I have been crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live, yet not
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I but Christ lives 1n me ...

The minute we come to know Jesus Christ as Savior, 1t 1s our
responsibility to die to our desires and ambitions to be
awakened unto His—and His purpose and His will. We live for
Him instead of for ourselves.

Someone asked George Mueller the secret of his life and this is
what he said:

(Second Corinthians—Where Life Endures by Roy L. Laurin)

... “There came a time in my life when George Mueller died,
utterly died. He died to all his selfish plans and ambitions.
When he died, Christ lived through him. This is my secret.”
p. 88

Paul says “the love of Christ is controlling us.” He died for all
and we died with Him.

v. 15 and He died for all, in order that those who are
living no longer are living for themselves, but for
Him who died and rose again on their behalf.

“and He died for all, in order that"—PURPOSE—“those who
are living no longer are living for themselves, but for Him who
died and rose again on their behalf.”

John 12:24, 25
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Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abides
alone; but if it die, i1t brings forth much fruit...

That’s what he’s saying. “I'm controlled by the love of Christ!
I've died to my desires for life. I want His desire to be fulfilled
in me! I want to live for Him.”

Now we need to ask ourselves the question:

How do we live for Him?

Well first we have to die to what we want. And then we have

to do TWO THINGS:
1. We have to be SUBMISSIVE and go where He tells us.
2. We have to be OBEDIENT to what He says.

Those two things are the beginnings of real life abundant in
Jesus Christ.

v. 16 Therefore from now on we are knowing no man
according to the flesh; even though we have known
Christ according to the flesh, yet now we are
knowing Him thus no longer.

“Therefore from now on we are knowing no man according to
the flesh; even though we have known Christ according to the

flesh, yet now we are knowing Him thus no longer.”

25



We are knowing them in the Spirit and not in the flesh.
There’s been a dramatic change in his life and it’s in the next
verse.

v. 17 Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new
creation; the old things passed away; behold new
things have come.

“Therefore if any man is in Christ, he 1s a new creation; the
old things passed away; behold new things have come.”

Now don’t say that salvation is a private thing. Don’t say that
we really can’t know.

If we're married, we know we’re married, right?

One day we went down and stood before the preacher and said
“I do” and we did—and that’s it—and we’re married. We know
that. We date that.

It’s exactly the same way in knowing Jesus Christ—
spiritually, emotionally, physically we came into His presence
and we bowed there in acknowledgement of our sin and we
invited Christ into our life. That was our spiritual birthday.
That was our day of salvation.

Out of those approximately 25,550 days that we have to live in
our 70 years, there has to be one day of salvation as we're
going to see 1n our next study. We have to make that decision
to prepare for our eternal destiny.
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That’s exactly what Jesus told Nicodemus, “You must be born
again.” (ref. John 3:7) “All your religion doesn’t count. You've

got to come to know Me personally and experience a new
birth.”

“if any man 1s in Christ’—WHAT?—"he 1s a new creation; old
things passed away; behold all things became new.”

Sperry Chafer in his book Salvation starts out by saying: “The
half has not yet been told.” But there are 33 things that are
true. Now we're going to hit the high points:

(Salvation by Lewis Sperry Chafer)

I. In the Eternal Plan of God:

[There are five things that are true if we're a new creation:]

1. [you were] foreknown

2. [you were] elect

3. [you were] predestinated

4. [you were] chosen

5. [you were] called

II1. Reconciled:

1. [you were] reconciled by God

2. [you were] reconciled to God [at the moment of your

salvation]
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I11. Redeemed:
1. [you were] redeemed by God out of all condemnation
IV. [You Were] Related to God Trough a Propitiation:

[Understand that? Through a satisfactory sacrifice for your
sin.|

V. All [Your] Sins [Were] Covered By [His] Atoning
Blood:
VI. [You Are] Vitally Conjoined to Christ for Judgment of

the “Old Man” Unto a New Walk:
VII. [You Are] Free from the Law:

VIII. [You Are] Children of God.:

IX. [You Are] Adopted (placed as adult sons [in His
family]);

X. [You Are] Acceptable to God by Jesus Christ:
XI. [You Are] Justified [that is declared righteous]:

XII. [You Are] Forgiven All Your Trespasses:

XIII. [You Are] Made Nigh [that means close]:
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XIV. [You Were] Delivered from the Powers of Darkness:
XV. [You Were] Translated into the Kingdom:

XVI. [You Are] On the Rock Christ Jesus:

XVII. [You Are] A Gift from God to Christ:

XVIII. [You Are] Circumcised in Christ:

XIX. [You Are] Partakers of the Holy and Royal Priesthood:
XX. [You Are] A Chosen Generation and a Peculiar People:
XXI. [You Are] Having Access to God:

XXII.  [You Are] Within the “Much More” Care of God.:
XXIII. His Inheritance:

XXIV. Our Inheritance:

XXV. [It Is] A Heavenly Association:

XXVI. [We Are] Heavenly Citizens:

XXVII. [We Are] Of the Family and Household of God:
XXVIII. [We Are] Light in the Lord:
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XXIX. [We Are] Vitally United to the Father, the Son and the
[Holy] Spirit:

XXX. [We Are] Blessed with the “First Fruits” and the
“Earnest” of the Spirit:

XXXI. [We Are] Glorified:
XXXII. [We Are] Complete in Him:

XXXIII. [We Possess] Every Spiritual Blessing:
(source unknown)

Thirty-three fantastic things that happened at the instant
that we invited Jesus Christ into our life by faith, that
transaction took place. Isn’t that exciting? We're a brand new
person when that took place.

There’s a story told about Augustine, while he was still
without God and without hope, the Holy Spirit convicted him
and he came to know Christ, and it says, by the words in
Romans 13:14:

... “But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not
provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.” Augustine
acknowledged his sinfulness, accepted Jesus as his Savior,
and became a different person. His entire outlook on life
began to change because of his new nature. One day he had to
attend to some business in his old haunts in Rome. As he
walked along, a former companion saw him and began calling,
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“Augustine, Augustine, it is I!” He took one look at the poor
disreputable woman whose company he had formerly enjoyed,
and he shuddered. Reminding himself of his new position in
Christ, he quickly turned and ran from her, shouting, “It’s not
I, It’s not I!” Augustine had found the secret of Paul’s words: “I
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me”

(from Our Daily Bread, April 29, year unknown)

We are brand new 1n the Lord Jesus Christ as a result of
knowing Him.

David Needham in his book Birthright describes it this way:

(Birthright by David C. Needham)

God’s purpose in creating us 1s so that we, through a
dependent relationship with our God, could receive and
display the very life of God—/[that is] the glory of God [in our
human body].

p. 23

Even today, after reading the morning news and the
latest issue of TIME magazine, and even though I
acknowledge countless gallons of human tears, the endless
cycle of agonizing tragedy, I, along with the world’s majority,
maintain that Adam made the right decision. Even as I
swallow my tranquilizers, rush to my psychiatrist, take that
extra drink, endure my third divorce, and watch my children
reject all the ideals I have tried to pass on—I still say there is
hope!
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[And then he quotes Isaiah 57:10]

“You were wearied by all your ways,
But you would not say, ‘It i1s hopeless.’
You found renewal of your strength,
And so you did not faint.”
(Isaiah 57:10)
p. 27

Ultimately we come to that time where we have to make a
decision. Most people are going to miss the Kingdom of God by
18 inches. They know it up here and it never gets down here
in their heart. They never come to know Him in a personal
way and make that commitment to Him.

Can we sing with the hymn writer?

What a wonderful change in my life has been wrought
Since Jesus came into my heart!

I have light in my soul for which long I had sought,
Since Jesus came into my heart!

I have ceased from my wand’ring and going astray
Since Jesus came into my heart!

And my sins, which were many, are all washed away,
Since Jesus came into my heart!

(source unknown)

When we get to verse 18, down to verse 21, the word
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“reconciled” occurs FIVE TIMES. Understand the word
“reconciled”? It’s when two people have been brought together.
We say when a couple are contemplating divorce and they get
“reconciled,” they get together again.

We never find the word “reconciled” referring to God. God
never has to be “reconciled” to us. We’re the ones who are
guilty.

There was a bumper sticker that said:

“God 1s back and boy 1s He mad!”
(source unknown)

No He’s not. God 1s still filled with unconditional love, longing
for “reconciliation” and this is what’s described in these last
verses—and how rich they are.

v. 18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled
us to Himself through Christ, and gave us the
ministry of reconciliation,

“Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to
Himself”—HOW?—“hrough Christ,”—that’s how it
happened—“and gave us the ministry of reconciliation,”

“Not only did I come to know Him, and I was ‘reconciled’ to
Him, but He gave me a ‘ministry of reconciliation’ to tell

others about this.” And so that fits the whole program.
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And the apostle says this is what we’re called to do.

v. 19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the
world to Himself, not counting their trespasses
against them, and He entrusted to us the word of
reconciliation.

“namely, God was in Christ reconciling the world to
Himself,”—how did He do that?—*not counting their
trespasses against them, and He entrusted to us the word of
reconciliation.”

v. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, since
God as it were is making His appeal through us; we

are begging you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled
to God.

“Therefore, we are”—representatives—“ambassadors”—from a
foreign country, the Father’'s Kingdom—"“for Christ, since God
as it were 1s making His appeal through us; we are”—
WHAT?—*begging you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to
God.”

Come 1n repentance and receive Him as Savior!

v. 21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our
behalf, in order that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him.

“He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf,”—
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that’s how 1t all happened.

Isaiah 53:4-6

Surely he hath born our griefs

and carried our sorrows,

yet we did esteem him, stricken,

smitten of God, and afflicted.

He was wounded for our transgressions,

he was bruised for our iniquities;

and the chastisement of our peace was upon him,
and with his stripes we are healed...

When Jesus Christ cried, “Eli, Eli, Lama Sabachthani! My
God, My God, Why hast Thou forsaken me?” (ref. Matthew
27:46)

That was the orphan cry of the Son of God who was being
made sin for us!

God the Father turned His back on the Son as He was made
sin for us hanging there on Calvary’s Cross.

What do we have in verse 21?7 We have a TRANSFER of
account so we have a brand new bottom line. It’s no longer a
debt that we cannot pay. The sin 1s replaced with payment in
full! And the righteousness of Christ is at the bottom. That’s
all that’s acceptable in God’s sight.

Donald Grey Barnhouse was a great illustrator of truth and
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this 1s what he said:

Here 1s a simple illustration that expresses a great
spiritual truth; If we look through a piece of red glass,
everything is red; through blue glass, everything is blue;
through yellow glass, everything is yellow, and so on.

The glorious truth is that when we believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ as our Savior, God looks at us through the Lord
Jesus Christ. He sees us in all the white holiness of His Son.
[This] 1s the great New Testament doctrine of the imputation
of our sin to the account of Christ and his righteousness to
[ours].

(source unknown)

Now don’t ask how that happens. He just does it, when by
faith we receive His Son.

Isaiah 64:6

...all my righteousnesses are like filthy rags.

They’re rejected in God’s sight!

But we have a righteousness that’s given to us in salvation
that’s acceptable in God’s sight. And that’s the only way we’re

going to get to heaven.

Romans 1:16, 17

I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for
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salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to
the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God 1s revealed from

faith to faith; as it 1s written, “The righteous man shall live by
faith.”

Now when we get excited about that and we get enthused and
we're eager for evangelism, people are going to think we're
weird. Don’t quit. That’s our responsibility while we’re here.

The Father is glorified when we “bear much fruit.”

We're not asked to run out and grab somebody and start
witnessing to them! And hit them over the head with some
little predesigned tool that’s to promote evangelism! That is
not biblical.

We should be far more concerned by the fact that nobody 1s
curious about what we have than by the fact that we've been
neglectful in going out and sharing it. That’s the big problem.
There are not enough people asking questions about, “What de
you get that makes you so different?” And we’ve earned the
right to speak by the life that we live.

There are some real weird witnesses. They're people that
really are weird.

Florence Littauer describes Winnie Witness. This 1s classic:

(How to Get Along with Difficult People by Florence Littauer)
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Here comes Winnie Witness on her way to teach her
second grade Sunday School class. She’s full of pep and energy
and always wears a skirt of many colors and her red T-shirt
which says “Expect a Miracle.” Winnie looks perpetually for
potential converts and smiles all the time so people will ask
how they can be happy like her.

Notice that Winnie is carrying a complimentary straw
basket filled with hundreds of different evangelistic tracts.
She has the plan of salvation in 12 languages and 1s willing to
witness to the uttermost parts of the [earth].

To accent her stunning outfit, Winnie is wearing a pair of
plastic Good News gloves. By having her gloves on, she is
always ready to explain God’s plan in living color to any little
lost child who doesn’t know Jesus. Each finger on the glove is
a different color: Green 1s the lost child, Yellow 1s God’s love,
Black 1s for sin, Red 1s Christ’s death, and White says, “I
receive Him.”

You would never guess that Winnie 1s a new Christian.
She’s the chairman of the Church Evangelism Committee
even though she just became a believer at last spring’s retreat
at Pinkney Pines. When she came down the hill bursting with
her new faith, she drove right over to her mother-in-law’s
[house] and told her that she was a sinner not yet saved by
grace, that she attended a shallow church, and that she’d
better leave her liberal denomination immediately. Winnie
then informed her husband that she would no longer go to the
church of his youth because she didn’t even think the pastor
was a Christian. She immediately shared her faith with her
husband, using the newest witnessing booklet. When he
wouldn’t pray with her, she told him he was hopeless, and she
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would shake the dust off her feet and go.

Today, as every day, Winnie was up early and out of the
house seeking the lost. Her beds are unmade, and the dishes
are 1n the sink, but she is witnessing aggressively to everyone
she meets. Winnie grabs people wherever she finds them,
backs them against the wall, and asks, with a persuasive
smile, “Is there any reason you would not want to become a
Christian my way, [right] now?” She turns everything into a
time of testimony, and when her friends see her coming, they
flee 1n the opposite direction. Winnie is determined to bring
her husband into the kingdom, so she tapes verses on his
mirror, puts big Bibles under his pillow, and hides tracts in
his lunch paail.

Winnie got an A in Assertion Training, but some people
find her difficult.
pp. 26-27

Now what does that do? That gives us an excuse for not being

weird. We listen to something like that and say, “I don’t want
to be like that! That’s dumb.”

The whole problem is we’re focusing in the wrong place. It is
the quality of life that builds relationships that provide
opportunity to share the Person of the Lord Jesus. And we can
beg them on behalf of Christ to “be reconciled” to Him.

That’s our responsibility as believers to be that kind of a
witness, that people would “be reconciled” to Him.

Now we get a number of lessons out of this.
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What can we learn from this study?

Lesson #1: Our goal ought to be to please the Lord in view of

the fact that we are going to appear before the judgment seat
of Christ.

Lesson #2: Our life and our lips are the means of witness.

That’s what Paul says. “I hope we are well-known in your
consciences by what you see.”

Lesson #3: False religion is concerned about appearance; true
religion is a matter of the heart.

Lesson #4: Are you filled with enthusiasm, excitement and
eagerness for evangelism?

Lesson #5: Is the love of Christ controlling you right now?
Is that uppermost in our mind?
Lesson #6: Are you living for self or the Savior?

Have we started examining that printout? Have we lived
today for ourselves? Was it our priorities or was it His?

Lesson #7: Have you become a new creation in Christ?
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In John 3:19 Jesus said to Nicodemus: “This is the judgment,
light has come into the world, and men love darkness rather
than light; because their deeds were evil.”

Lesson #8: Have you been reconciled to God?

Lesson #9: The righteousness of Christ becomes ours when we
receive Him by faith.

Tim Hansel has this illustration:

(Holy Sweat by Tim Hansel)

One night on the “Merv Griffin Show,” I saw Merv
interview some body builders. Merv was standing there,
looking at these guys who had muscles on their muscles, and
he asked a [very] poignant question: “What do you use all
these muscles for?

One guy answered by flexing his muscles in one of those
body building poses.

“No, you don’t understand me,” Merv said. “What do you
use all those muscles for?”

The guy said, “I'll show you.” And he flexed again, posing
in another way.

“No, no. You still don’t understand my question. Read my
lips. What do you use them for?”

And the guy posed again.

The tragedy is, I know some Christians like that. Don’t
you? They attend church; they go to seminars, conferences,
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and Bible studies. They keep building up their spiritual
muscles, but they don’t use them for the reason they were
created. They've got muscles packed with knowledge and
piety, but their essential purpose and power go unused. So
they end up with all this power for show, just to look good, not
for action.

pp. 26-27

Get up and get after it with some enthusiasm and some
excltement and some eagerness for evangelism, so people are
going to see that we have a secret and they want to know
what 1t’s all about and so they're going to start asking us.

Father, we pray if there’s someone without Christ that they
would be challenged to receive You. And those of us who know
You, may we be freshly challenged. That our aim and our
purpose is to be pleasing to You because we’re going to meet
You and be accountable to You at some future day. Father,
keep us from being depressed by that. Keep us from hurrying
out of here just in meaningless activity. But help us to find a
daily balance where we're living one day at a time and we're
living it for You and not for ourselves. In Jesus’ name we pray:.
Amen.
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A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS:
Turning Tough Times into Triumph
“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage”

Study Number Ten — 2 Corinthians 5:10-21 NOTES

v. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, in
order that each one may receive a recompense for what he has
done during his life in the body, whether good or bad.

v. 11 Therefore knowing the fear of the Lord, we are persuading
men, but we are well-known to God; and I am hoping that we are
well-known also in your consciences.

v. 12 We are not again commending ourselves to you, but are
giving you an opportunity to be proud of us, in order that you may
be having an answer for those who are taking pride in appearance
and not in heart.

v. 13 For if we were out of our senses, it is for God; if we are in our
right mind, it is for you.

v. 14 For the love of Christ is controlling us, bringing us to this
conclusion, that one died for all, therefore all died;

v. 15 and He died for all, in order that those who are living no
longer are living for themselves, but for Him who died and rose
again on their behalf.

v. 16 Therefore from now on we are knowing no man according to
the flesh; even though we have known Christ according to the
flesh, yet now we are knowing Him thus no longer.

v. 17 Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creation; the
old things passed away; behold new things have come.

v. 18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to
Himself through Christ, and gave us the ministry of reconciliation,
v. 19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to
Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He
entrusted to us the word of reconciliation.

v. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, since God as it

were 1s making His appeal through us; we are begging you on
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
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NOTES

v. 21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, in
order that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 2 Corinthians 5:10-21 and in your own words pull out
the main thought of this passage.

2. What is true of all of us as believers, according to verse 10?

3. What 1s the purpose of the judgment seat of Christ,
according to verse 107

4. What is Paul’s main activity, according to verse 117
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5. What is controlling the apostle Paul, according to verse 147

6. What i1s the purpose behind the death of Christ, according
to verse 15?

7. What has happened to a man who 1s in Christ, according to
verse 177

8. What did God the Father do with God the Son for our
benefit and blessing, according to verse 217

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: Our goal ought to be to please the Lord in view of
the fact that we will appear before Him at the judgment
seat.

LESSON #2: Our life and our lips are the means of witness.

LESSON #3: False religion 1s concerned about appearance;
true religion is a matter of the heart.

LESSON #4: Are you filled with enthusiasm, excitement, and
eagerness for evangelism?

LESSON #5: Is the love of Christ controlling you?
LESSON #6: Are you living for self or the Savior?

LESSON #7: Have you become a new creation in Jesus Christ?

LESSON #8: Have you been reconciled to God?
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LESSON #9: The righteousness of Christ becomes ours when
we receive Him by faith.
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