A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS:
Turning Tough Times into Triumph
“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage”

Study Number Eleven - 2 Corinthians 6:1-10

Sometimes the Scripture addresses an issue that has to be
talked about. And everybody has feelings about it but nobody
wants to say anything because we're just afraid that we're
going to offend somebody..

We'’re living in a day when most of what comes over the
television 1n the realm of Christian broadcasting 1s a basic
premise of theology that we need to address for a moment.
The theology is the theology of the health, wealth and
prosperity gospel. And that’s basically the preaching that’s
given. Send in money, God will multiply it and we will be
blessed and prospered. And it’s God’s will for us to always be
healthy.

Now we need to remember that theology as we look at this
passage of scripture.

In a theological journal, from the Dallas Theological
Seminary, there was this article on that theology and we
begin with it:



(Bibliotheca Sacra, published by Dallas Theological Seminary,
Vol. 143, No. 572, October-December '86)

Advocates of the prosperity gospel claim that it 1s God’s
will for every believer to be prosperous. The implication is that
a sick or poor believer i1s outside God’s will for his life. Not
only is the nature of God’s will for believers on earth
refashioned, but also an enormous load of guilt falls on
followers of the movement who are terminally i1l of financially
handicapped.

p. 329

Prosperity writers never challenge the verbal, plenary,
1inerrant inspiration of Scripture. [And that’s one wonderful
thing that binds us together as brothers and sisters in the
body of Christ.] They accept the text of the Bible in all its
particulars as revealed truth from God. The problem is not the
inspiration of the text, but inspiration beyond the text.
According to those in the movement, special, verbal revelation
did not cease with the closing of the New Testament canon but
continues today. Leaders frequently support their teachings
with revelations, prophecies, dreams, and visions. The
1mplication is that they share the same status with Old
Testament prophets and New Testament apostles as
dispensers of progressively revealed truth. Many prophecies
are recorded 1in quotation marks supported throughout with
the phrase “thus saith the Lord.” This introduces a canonical
problem. If indeed these are newly revealed truths from God,
then they ought to be added to the canon of Scripture and
disseminated as widely as possible, since they would
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constitute divinely given moral imperatives on a par with
Scripture. However, if these revelations are no more than
wishful thinking of the overly zealous, then people heeding
them are being led into serious error. Superficial comparison
of these prophecies and visions with those in the Word of God
quickly demonstrates that their source is all too human.

p. 337

And 1t goes on to say this:

(Bibliotheca Sacra, published by Dallas Theological Seminary,
Vol. 143, No. 572, October-December ’86)

If financial success had been guaranteed in Christ’s work
on the cross, one wonders why Paul told the Philippians that
he had learned to be content even when going hungry (Phil.
4:11-12). One would expect Paul to have claimed by faith the
financial resources necessary never again to be in need.
Clearly the atoning work of Christ is of supreme importance
in understanding salvation, but to suggest that the Atonement
also provides health and wealth is to misunderstand its

purpose.
p. 340

Paul 1s going to do TWO THINGS. He’s going to talk about our
MESSAGE and he’s going to talk about our MINISTRY or our
METHOD of living life.

If we come to know Jesus Christ, accept the message that we
talk about in the first two verses, then we can expect what
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happens in verses 3-10 to be part of the divine curriculum to
make us Christlike. And that’s the message that’s missing and
so we need to take our time to address:

SALVATION 1n the first two verses,
SERVANTS in verses 3-10.

The MESSAGE in [verses] 1 and 2,

the MANNER of life in verses 3-10.
CONTENT—1 and 2,

CONDUCT—S3 to 10.

Focus on our LIPS in verses 1 and 2 and
on our LIFE in verses 3-10.

Now having said that, let’s dig in.

v. 1 And working together with Him, we also are urging
you not to receive the grace of God in vain.

“And working together with Him, we also are urging you not
to receive the grace of God in vain.”

The little word “And” points us back to chapter 5. And the last
thing Paul said is:
4



2 Corinthians 5:20

We are ambassadors for Christ, since as it were God 1s making
his appeal through us; be reconciled to God.

In other words Paul says, “We'’re begging you. You must at
some time be reconciled to God.” That’s vitally and absolutely
necessary if one 1s going to experience eternal life.

“working together with Him”—that 1s with God—“we also”™—
now what 1s he doing?—"we are urging you not to receive the
grace of God in vain.”

How could we “receive the grace of God in vain”? How could
we be guilty of doing that?

Well in one of THREE WAYS:

1. We can hear the message and NOT RESPOND to it.

If someone i1s not a believer and they hear what is said and
don’t respond, that’s receiving “the grace of God in vain.”
God’s unmerited favor toward us 1s so rich and so wonderful,
He gave His Son and His Son is the key to eternal life. And so
not to respond is to “receive the grace of God in vain.”

2. To REJECT the message.

To simply say, “I just don’t need it” or “No thank you. I will
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take my chances” and to reject “the grace of God” and the
Person of Christ.

The third way that we can “receive the grace of God in vain”:

3. Istosay, “Well, I'm going to count on my own
PERFORMANCE.”

“I'm going to live by the Law. I'm going to live by the golden
rule and the Ten Commandments and the Sermon on the
Mount and I'm going to take my chances.” That would be
receiving “the grace of God in vain.”

There was a book called I'm Okay, You're Okay that kind of
swept the country here a number of years ago and someone
wrote this down as Jesus spoke from the Cross:

(No More Mr. Nice Guy! by Stephen Brown)

....If 'm okay and you’re okay, what in the world are you

doing down there, and what in the world am I doing up here?”
p. 46

The grace of God 1s manifested by the fact that He’s up there
and He’s giving His life for us and we’re not alright down here.
Because if we were alright, He wouldn’t have gone to those
drastic measures to send His Son into the world to be crucified
on our behalf.

So to “receive the grace of God in vain” basically is to take the
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parable in Matthew 13 of the sower and the seed. Some of the
seed, as it’s sown, falls along the wayside and the birds swoop
down and get it. Some seed is falling among rocky soil and
when it springs up it doesn’t have any roots. Some seed falls
among the thorns and when the thorns grow up around it, it
chokes out the life of the seed. But some seed falls on good
ground and some of this seed of the Word of God will fall on
good soil. (see Matthew 13:1-9)

He quotes from Isaiah 49:8 here in verse 2.

v. 2 For He is saying: “At the favorable time I listened tc
you, and on the day of salvation I came to your aid.”
Behold, now is “the favorable time,” behold, now is
“the day of salvation”;

“For He 1s saying:"—that 1s God through the prophet Isaiah—

““At the favorable time I listened to you, and on the day of
salvation I came to your aid.”

Now there are TWO PHRASES there in verse 2:
1. “At the favorable time” and
2.  “the day of salvation.”

“Behold, now 1s ‘the favorable time, behold, now 1s the day of

9,9

salvation’;

Why? We don’t have tomorrow.
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How many of us are willing to sign a piece of paper that we're
going to put off our salvation for a year? Nobody’s going to do
that. But why are we putting it off? Have we had a “day of
salvation”? Have we found a “favorable time” to get our heart
right with Him?

Proverbs 27:1 says:

Proverbs 27:1

Boast not yourself of tomorrow, for you don’t know what a day
may bring forth.

James chapter 4 says:

James 4:13-17

Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow, we shall go to
such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in
business and make a profit.” ... You don’t know that your life
1s like a vapor that appears for a little time and then passes
away...

Paul says, “Listen, this is the favorable time. This 1s the day of
salvation.”

If we take 70 years and multiply by 365 we come out with

about 25,550 days. One of those 25,550 days has to be a “day

of salvation” or we’re going to spend our eternal destiny apart
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from God. Have we had that “day of salvation”? Do we know
that from the bottom of our heart that has taken place? That
“favorable” day came, that opportunity to receive the grace of
God and we 1invited Jesus Christ into our life?

This verse from Jonah just fit here so perfectly:

Jonah 2:8

Those who cling to worthless idols forfeit the grace that could
be theirs.

Isn’t that great?

“Those who cling to worthless idols”—maybe it’s materialism,
maybe 1t’s a car, maybe it’s a home, maybe it’s relationships.
But it’s all temporary because it’s here.

“Those who cling to worthless 1dols”—what do they do? They
forfeit the grace that could be theirs. In other words, they're
receiving “the grace of God in vain.”

Now when we turn to verse 3, the focus jumps off of the
MESSAGE and on the MAN. And the beautiful thing about
this is that in the rest of the verses we have a picture in living
color of what happens to someone who really knows Jesus as
Savior.

Now the first thing we have concern about when we become a
Christian is in verse 3.



v. 3 giving no cause for offense in anything, in order
that the ministry might not have fault found with
it,

“o1ving no cause for offense in anything, in order that the
ministry might not have fault found with it,”

Alright, the first thing we want to do is be very careful that we
don’t give cause for offense in anything.

Now let’s say that we’re concerned about that. How could it be
that we give offense to the Gospel? Or how could we do that?
With these FOUR Ps.

The first P is the P of:

1. PRESSURE.

That 1s an offense to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, for us to put
people under horrendous pressure to respond to a message,
pressure that we have created in order to accomplish that.
That’s like trying to push somebody to a premature decision
without developing a relationship, answering the questions
and helping them discover the reality of life in Jesus Christ.
The second thing is by:

2. the PRESENTATION itself.
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Some people just feel like if they make a presentation to some
1t doesn’t make any difference whether they buy it or not, it’s
just a cold presentation. Maybe we give them a tract or we
give them a book and say, “Read this and it’ll happen!”

And when we do that, 1it’s without life. That’s without us as a
person. It’s just a cold presentation. Yes, God prospers His
Word, but that gives an offense when people feel like we're
trying to sell them a program or something without really
being involved in their lives and demonstrating we care.

And then the third one 1s:

3. PRESUMPTION.

This 1s presuming that everybody is a hardened, hell-bound
sinner.

And maybe some dear guy has been really searching and he
just needs a little bit more help and a little more love, and a
little more understanding and he’ll step into the Kingdom. But
we come across like sour grapes and condemn the poor guy
and immediately make him defensive by our presumption.

And then the fourth one is:

4. the PATTERN of life that we demonstrate.

How many people have we pointed properly to Jesus Christ
today by the pattern of our life?
11



There was an old man described in Barclay’s commentary who
was on his deathbed, and the old man couldn’t sleep. He was
troubled. And finally someone said: “Sir, what’s wrong with
you?” He said, “I've got to confess something.” He says, “When
I was a boy,” he says, “my friend and I were on the commons
and we saw a signpost there that was loose 1n its socket and
for a joke we turned it completely around.” And he says, “As
I'm getting ready to die I wonder how many people I sent
down the wrong road by what I did?”

(source unknown)

That’s it. How many people have we kept out of the Kingdom
or sent down the wrong road by some ethic, by some response,

by some statement that was made?

Paul says, “We don’t want to give offense in anything, so that
the gospel will make an impact on people’s lives.”

Want a good verse on that? In the Phillips translation
Colossians 4:5 says:

Colossians 4:5

Be wise in your behavior towards non-Christians, and make
the best possible use of your time.

In 2 Corinthians 2, earlier in this series of studies, Paul says:

2 Corinthians 2:15, 16
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We are a fragrance of Christ unto those who are perishing;
we're a fragrance of life unto life those who receive Christ,
then death unto death to those who have not responded to

Him.

What kind of fragrance are we wearing? We don’t want to give
“offense in anything.” Why? Look at that last phrase:

“In order that the ministry might not have fault found with 1t.”
Is the ministry having fault found with 1t?

If we were to talk to pagans today their immediate defense
would be the THREE Ms:

1. MORALITY,

2. MONEY, and

3. METHODS.

That’s it.

Let’s think about that for a minute. What are things that have
caused the ministry to have fault found with it? Morality—
people have lost confidence.

What about money? Every time they see a Christian program

on television, the guy spends twenty minutes out of the thirty
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minutes flashing his Rolex, probably driving his Porsche and
taking a widow’s mite away from her in order to build a
$50,000 backdrop so he can preach ten minutes of the Gospel!
That’s the way it 1s. And that is not the way God intended for
the message of the Gospel to be preached! That offends me as
a believer. Lord knows what it does to some of these guys that
are having a rough time economically right now.

Well, we're going to get into the whole business of giving
before this is over. Paul has two chapters—8 and 9—that deal
with the issue.

And the third one 1s METHODS. It's MORALITY, 1t’'s MONEY
and 1its METHODS. It’s getting people to be involved with us.
It’s getting them obligated to us. It’s begging them to do
things for us.

And those kinds of high-pressure methods are repulsive to
people who are clear thinking and intelligent and want to
know the facts before they make a personal commitment.

Being an “offense” is not always an “offense” to people who are
not believers. There are some people in the body of Christ who

are an “offense.” Now we have to be honest with that.

Harry Ironside said it so well:

(II Corinthians by J. Vernon McGee)

“If you don’t shake hands with them, they feel you intended to
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slight them. If you do shake hands with them, you hurt their
arthritis. If you stop to speak with them, you are interrupting
them. But if you do not, you are a little snooty. If you write
them a letter, they know you are after their money. If you do
not write, then you are neglecting them. If you stop to visit
them, you hinder them from their work and bother them, but
if you do not visit them, it shows you have no interest in them.

p. 75

It’s a no-win situation! And there are some people that think,
“Yes brother, I see you just shaking your head. We are
brothers of the cloth here and he can identify with that.”

It’s an incredible thing. We just can’t please some people no
matter how hard we try. We are going to offend them so just
expect it to be part and parcel of the program.

Now when we get to verse 4, we're going to start looking at
something very important here.

v. 4 but in everything commending ourselves as
servants of God, in much endurance, in afflictions,
in calamities, in difficulties,

“but in everything”— see the contrast?

Back in verse 3 it’s we're “giving no cause for offense in

anything,”—that’s the NEGATIVE. Now verse 4—the
POSITIVE.

15



“but in everything”—what are we doing?—"“[we are]
commending ourselves as servants of God,”—let’s stop right
there.

How do we commend ourselves as a “servant of God”?

By HONESTY, INTEGRITY, the MESSAGE we speak, the
EVIDENCE of the Spirit in their lives.

Well, how do we commend ourselves to somebody as a servant
of God? By the THREE Ss:

1. By our SENSITIVITY to their needs and where they come
from.

2. By our SACRIFICES that we make because we love them.
And thirdly:
3. By the SPIRIT of God who energizes our service.

Those things actually depict a person who is a “servant of

God.”

Now the apostle, in the rest of the passage we’re looking at,
makes 1t really easy to outline as he gives us EIGHTEEN
WORDS that describe the experiences of a believer that are
common. Then he gives us NINE CONTRASTS to wrap it up.

And these verses put together are what we can expect if we
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become a Christian. This is part of what God does to develop
Christlikeness in us. And if we can’t stand the heat, get out of
the kitchen. But this is what it really looks like in flesh and
blood.

Now play the prosperity Gospel behind this as we make a
little Greek study and we go through these 18 words.

How do we play the hand we’ve been dealt? How do we handle
what life throws at us? This 1s the key in these 18 words. Now
let’s divide the 18 words up for just a second.

TEN of these words have to do with something we don’t have
any control over—the first 10. This is stuff that happens to us
from the OUTSIDE—every one of us has these things.

Then EIGHT words have to do with what happens on the
INSIDE and we have something to do about that.

So TEN of them—what happens to us. EIGHT of them—
mward or what takes place inside.

So from WITHOUT—from WITHIN.

PUBLIC—PRIVATE.

What MAN DOES and what GOD DOES is another way of
looking at it. Now let’s get into it and have an exciting study

tonight looking at these words.
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“but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God,”
What’s our very first word?
1. “in much endurance,”

We can count on the fact that when we become a Christian,
the first thing God’s going to do 1s provide us an opportunity
to have something we must endure. Something that is going to
be thrown at us to help us see what kind of progress we're
making in our Christian walk with Him. How do we handle it?
How do we play it?

Want to hear Paul’s account of that? In Philippians 4 he says:

Philippians 4:10-13

... ] have learned in whatever state I am, therewith to be
content. Whether I'm hungry or full or whatever...

He has learned that through “much endurance.”

Now don’t think that “endurance” means we bite our lip and
say, “Oh boy, I'm a Christian and I've got to stay in there and
handle this.”

That’s not what hupomone means. The word means this:

(The Letters to the Corinthians by William Barclay)
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It 1s an untranslatable word [according to Barclay]. It does not
describe the frame of mind which can sit down with folded
hands and bowed head and let a torrent of troubles sweep over
1t, 1n passive resignation. It describes the ability to bear
things in such a triumphant way that it transfigures them
and transmutes them. [It 1s a word that 1s] ...“the queen of
virtues, the foundation of right actions, peace in war, calm in
tempest, security in [the] plots.” It is the courageous and
triumphant ability to bear things which enables a man to pass
the breaking-point and not to ...

p. 237

It 1s what Ray Steadman says 1is:

(Expository Studies in 2 Corinthians: Power Out of Weakness
by Ray C. Stedman)

... hang in there and don’t quit until you are triumphant.”
p. 121

Want a great illustration of this word? Bob Boardman wrote a
book called Higher Honor and in it he tells the story of a
Japanese soldier who lived for 28 years on the Island of Guam

before he was found out. He was not going to surrender at the
end of World War II. Listen to this:

(Higher Honor by Robert Boardman)

On January 24, 1972, Yokoi’s 28-year reclusive jungle
ordeal finally ended. The outside world was astounded to hear
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that this Japanese soldier had held out for such a long time
without surrendering. But to the Japanese of Yokol’s
generation, it was no mystery. Part of Imperial Japan’s
teaching was that it was a disgrace to surrender in battle. To
die 1n battle for the emperor was supposed to be a high
privilege. Furthermore, it had been drilled into the Japanese
soldiers that they would be tortured to death if captured.
Thus, when Yokoi received care and hospitality from the
Guamnians, he was utterly amazed. His fears were replaced
by thanksgiving.

pp. 28-29

And what did he say when he got back into public life?

(Higher Honor by Robert Boardman)

... “Today’s children lack the experience of hardship. Parents
spoil their children, who, in turn, take parental love for
ogranted.” Although Yokoi could easily have capitalized on his
ordeal, he deliberately chose a simple lifestyle. He wrote a
book entitled Live a Tougher Life, extolling that simple
lifestyle. Now married, he quietly cultivates his own vegetable
garden and produces pottery in his own kiln.

pp. 28-29
Now there’s a guy that can talk to us about “much endurance.”

There were three of them originally, two of them died, and he
was the only one who survived for 28 years.
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Hudson Taylor, at a very low and depressing point in his life
wrote these words:

(The Quest for Character by Charles R. Swindoll)

... ‘It doesn’t matter how great the pressure is. What really
matters 1s where the pressure lies—whether 1t comes between
you and God or whether it presses you nearer His heart.”
Feeling the pressure today?

p. 141

Part of life 1s “much endurance.” God’s not mad at us! That’s
part of the curriculum!

Secondly:
2. “in afflictions,”
Now this refers to the sorrows that come, the

disappointments, the burdens that are there to literally crush
the life out of us.

And then:;

3. “calamities,”—fires, tornadoes, accidents, deaths and
difficulties from all sources.

The next one 1s:

4. “in difficulties,”—that’s a neat word. That means “a
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narrow place.”

Ever used the phrase “I'm between a rock and a hard place”?
That’s it. That’s perfect. That describes what it is to be “in
difficulties”—in a narrow place, between a rock and a hard
place.

v. 5 in beatings, in imprisonments, in disturbances, in
labors, in sleeplessness, in hunger,

5. “in beatings,”—is the fifth word.
Boy did Paul face physical suffering.

6. “in imprisonments,”—somebody counted up and he was in
prison seven times.

7. “in disturbances,”—he was in a riot in Ephesus and in
Jerusalem both and was lucky to get out of either one of them
alive.

8. “in labors,”—see that word? That means “toil to the point
of physical exhaustion. He just cannot go on any further.

9. “In sleeplessness,”— this guy did not know what it was to
g0 to bed and have eight hours of sleep.

Remember in Acts when we studied about the guy that was

sitting up in the third story window and Paul preached until

midnight and he fell out? He went down and restored the guy.
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He kept on preaching until morning. They had some breakfast
together and then he took a 20-mile hike down the road to the
place where he was going to catch the boat.

The guy had an incredible capacity to just keep preaching!
And then praying! He says, “I pray night and day.” And then
the man in his perils for survival, he was two weeks out there
on that ship without a wink of sleep because all hope was gone
1n Acts 27. The boat was going to go down.

Then look at the next one:

10. “Iin hunger,”— Jesus was so consumed with doing the will
of the Father, when the disciples brought food to Him in John
4, He refused:

John 4:31-34

... “My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me and to finish
His work.”

He was so excited, physical hunger hurt Him but it didn’t stop
Him. He kept going and communicating the message.

We put those ten words together and do we see the health-
wealth-prosperity gospel in those ten words? That’s the
message that’s not being preached. And because it’s not, we're
ending up with a lot of Christians who are compromising
instead of exercising the discipline that produces godliness.

23



V. Raymond Edman wrote a great little book called The
Disciplines of Life. In it he has this poem:

(The Disciplines of Life by V. Raymond Edman)

O for a faith that will not shrink,
Tho’ pressed by every foe,
That will not tremble on the brink

Of [any] earthly woe!

That will not murmur nor complain
Beneath the chastening rod,

But, in the hour of grief or pain,
Will lean upon 1ts God,;

A faith that shines more bright and clear
When tempests rage without
That when in danger knows no fear,
In darkness feels no doubt.
—William H. Bathurst.
p. 32

Are we there?

Harassed from every direction and we haven’t understood
that’s part of the curriculum for the life of the believer. That’s
not popular preaching, but that is biblical. Paul tells us that’s
what happened.

Swindoll in his book The Quest for Character tells the cutest
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story:

(The Quest for Character by Charles R. Swindoll)

A funny thing happened in Darlington, Maryland, several
years ago. Edith, a mother of eight, [Can you imagine having &
kids?] was coming home from a neighbor’s house one Saturday
afternoon. Things seemed too quiet as she walked across her
front yard. [Every mother knows that when it’s too quiet you
know you’re in trouble—especially with 8 kids.] Curious, she
peered through the screen door and saw five of her youngest
children huddled together, concentrating on something. As she
crept closer to them, trying to discover the center of attention,
she could not believe her eyes. Smack dab in the middle of the
circle [mind you] were five baby skunks.

Edith screamed at the top of her voice, “Quick,
children...run!” Each kid grabbed a skunk and ran.

Some days are like that, aren’t they? You think you have
plenty of problems as it is—and then you try to deal with
them. When you do, they multiply.

p. 192

Here’s an important principle:

Our quality of character is not revealed in what we have
acquired, but in what we have been through.

Now get a hold of that.

Our quality of character is not revealed in what we have
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acquired, but in what we’ve been through.

Doesn’t that make us feel a lot better? That’s where 1t 1s and
that’s the message that’s failing to be preached.

God puts us in the crucible and through that and out of that

comes the quality of Christlike character. We've seen it in
living color in those ten words.

Now these last EIGHT WORDS are things we can do
something about and they’re INWARD.

v. 6 in purity, in knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in
the Holy Spirit, in genuine love,

11. “In purity”

“Blessed are the pure in heart...” (Matthew 5:8)
The next one is:

12. “in knowledge,”

2 Timothy 2:15

Study to show yourself approved unto God, a workman that
needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

Gaining knowledge of the Person of Christ and of His Word.
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13. “in patience,”—this i1s with people who many times are
misguided and wrong and they can be cruel and insulting, but
be patient.

One poet put it this way:

(None of These Diseases by S. I. McMillen, M. D.)

He drew a circle that shut me out—

Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout.

But Love and I had the wit to win:

We drew a circle that took him in.
p. 79

That’s patience.
14. “in kindness,”

Ephesians 4:32

Be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving each
other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

15. “in the Holy Spirit,”

Zechariah 4:6

“Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,” sayeth the
Lord.
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16. “in genuine love,”

Galatians 5:22—that’s the fruit of the Spirit, which 1s agapé—
self-sacrificing love that is produced in us.

v. 7 in the word of truth, in the power of God; by the
weapons of righteousness for the right hand and
the left,

17. “in the word of truth,”
18. “in the power of God;”
Why “in the word of truth”?
Psalm 1

[Blessed 1s the man
who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked
or stand in the way of sinners
or sit in the seat of mockers.
But his delight is in the law of the Lord,
and on his law he meditates day and night.
He is like a tree planted by streams of water,
which yields its fruit in season
and whose leaf does not wither.
Whatever he does prospers.]

Jeremiah 15:16
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Your words came and I ate them;
and they were the joy and my heart’s delight,

and I bear your name,
O Lord God Almighty.

Psalm 1:3

I'm a tree planted by the rivers of water
that brings forth fruit,

Because I meditate in His Law and His Word day and night.
18. “in the power of God;”
Paul says:

“I'm ready for anything through the strength of the One who
indwells me.” (Philippians 4:13)

Overwhelmed by that list? When we look at that list, “in
everything commending ourselves as servants of God.”

We can take those 18 words and write them down and then
put the contrast there so we can get a picture of what it’s like
today:

1. “Iin much endurance”—"I can’t take it.”

2. “In afflictions”—acceptable.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

“In calamities”—comfortable.

“In difficulties”™—sweet surroundings.

“In beatings”—protection.

“In imprisonments’—freedom.

“In disturbances”—peace.

“In labors”—retirement.

“In sleeplessness”—rest.

“In hunger”—food.

“In purity’—compromise.

“In knowledge”—minimum requirements.
“In patience’—immediate gratification.
“In kindness”—toughness.

“In the Holy Spirit”—in the flesh.
“genuine love”—phony.

“In the word of truth”—in the substitutes.
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18. “in the power of God”—in our own strength.

That’s a graphic picture when we see the contrast of much i1s
put upon us as experiences of life.

Now notice the last phrase in the verse:

“by the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and the
left,”

What’s he telling us? He’s telling us that when we become a
Christian we go into battle. We are going to war. And to go to
war we have to have an offensive and a defensive weapon.

If we're right-handed, our offensive weapon is the “sword of
the Spirit” in our right hand. And that’s the Word of God—
Ephesians 6.

In our left hand we have our defensive weapon—it’s the
“shield of faith” so that it quenches the fiery darts of the
wicked one before they get to us. And we hold that shield

there to quench those fiery darts that come.

Are we using our shield and our sword? That too is part and
parcel of being made Christlike. And so these last things are
things that we have a part in and can be involved 1in.

Now he ends the passage with NINE CONTRASTS and we’ll
just take a quick look at those.
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v. 8 by glory and dishonor, by evil report and good
report; regarded as deceivers and yet true;

1. “by glory and dishonor,”
Was Jesus experiencing that? Remember when He came into

the city of Jerusalem and they said, “Hosanna, the King is

coming!” And then four days later they're saying, “Crucify
Him!”

For Paul he came into Lystra and they said, “The gods are
here!” And then the next thing we know they’re dragging Paul
out dead—he’s been stoned. And not by a drug trip either.
They were really angry and they thought they’d killed him.

2. “by evil report and good report;”

People can say the most malicious things.

3. “regarded as deceivers and yet true;”

v. 9 as unknown yet well-known, as dying and behold,
we are living; as chastened yet not put to death,

4. “as unknown yet well-known,”
5. “as dying and behold, we are living;”
Paul had a lot of experiences where his life was in jeopardy

and here he is living.
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6. “as chastened yet not put to death,”

In Hebrews chapter 12 it says God chastens us as children.
And Paul admits that he experienced chastening and we do
too! Chastening isn’t pleasant, it isn’t joyful. It’s sorrowful but
1t eventually yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness. (see
Hebrews 12:5-11)

And the ultimate of chastening is physical death when we
don’t cooperate and respond to chastening. And so he says it
right there:

“as chastened yet not put to death,”—because he has

responded as clay in the hand of the Father as he’s being

disciplined.

v. 10 as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor yet
making many rich, as having nothing yet
possessing all things.

7. “as sorrowful yet always rejoicing,”

Isn’t that something?

Ever noticed that people generally in the Christian
community share their sorrow and not their joy?

“as sorrowful”
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We start listening to that stuff, pretty soon we get
discouraged. These sad things happen but, “as sorrowful yet
always rejoicing.” We can’t let that get to that fountain of joy.

Paul in the Philippian jail said:

Philippians 4:4

Rejoice 1n the Lord always, and again I say rejoice!
There’s an inner wellspring of things that causes what?
“always rejoicing”’—nothing stops it!

Jesus, that night before He hung on the Cross, says:

John 15:11

These things I have said unto you, that My joy might remain
in you and that your joy might be full.

Frances Roberts put it this way:

(Make Haste My Beloved by Frances J. Roberts)

Joy does not see the darkness of the night but the brilliance of
the stars. Better a cup full of joy than a vault filled with
riches. All the wealth of the world cannot buy joy and all the
powers of hell cannot take it from the one who has made 1t his
possession.
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p. 15
Now the eighth contrast is:
8. “as poor yet making many rich,”

Rich in GRACE! We are poor in Spirit that we might be used
by God.

The reason we say that is a statement by A. W. Tozer in The
Pursuit of God:

(The Pursuit of God by A. W. Tozer)

The way to deeper knowledge of God is through the lonely
valleys of soul poverty and abnegation of all things. The
blessed ones who possess the Kingdom are they who have
repudiated every external thing and have rooted from their
hearts all sense of possessing. These are the “poor in spirit.”
They have reached an inward state paralleling the outward
circumstances of the common beggar in the streets of
Jerusalem. That is what the word poor as Christ used it
actually means. These blessed poor are no longer slaves to the
tyranny of things. They have broken the yoke of the oppressor;
and this they have done not by fighting but by surrendering.
Though free from all sense of possessing, they yet possess all

things. “Theirs 1s the kingdom of heaven.”
p. 23

“as poor’—he’s saying here—“and yet making many rich.”
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Now the last one does point to it.

9. “as having nothing yet possessing all things.”
There it 1s.

Someone said:

“When John Wesley died he left a horse and a Bible and the
Methodist church.”

(source unknown)

When we think in those kind of terms, that’s coming out even.
It’s basically leaving behind a ministry of something that we
have done in our life here but we don’t really have anything
that material, we're going to those things which are spiritual.
We'’re really living for Him.

It’s having nothing in the financial realm and “yet possessing
all things” in the spiritual realm. That’s the picture. It has
become so materialistic. It’s becoming so “I, me and my"—“My
health, my wealth and my prosperity.” And that’s not it.

Psalm 126:5, 6

They that sow in tears
Shall reap in joy.
He that goeth forth and weepeth,
Bearing precious seeds,
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Shall doubtless come again with rejoicing,
Bringing the evidence of his harvest with him.

We get several lessons out of our passage:

Lesson #1: Top priority in God’s program is the salvation of
men’s souls.

Lesson #2: Now 1s the favorable time; now is the day of
salvation.

There has to be a day. And since we have heard, we will
receive the grace of God in vain if we do not respond and

receive Him as Savior.

Lesson #3: Are you concerned about giving no cause for offense
In your witness?

Really, really concerned that we don’t offend someone? And
being a witness for Him?

Lesson #4: Are you a good recommendation for the Gospel of
Jesus Christ?

Lesson #5: How are you handling what life is throwing at you?

Lesson #6: Are you concerned about purity, knowledge,
patience, kindness, and genuine love?
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Those are the things that concern the heart of God and have
been described in the passage.

Lesson #7: Are you making use of your sword and shield?
Did we use it today?

Lesson #8: You demonstrate your servanthood by the kind of
battle that you are fighting.

Lesson #9: Your quality of character is not revealed in what
you have acquired but by what you have been through.

Lesson #10: What we say and what we are are both important
to God.

What we say and what we are are both important to God.

We talked about the message in the first two verses and about
the man or the minister, our lives 1in the last verses of the
study—verses 3-10.

Lesson #11: Nothing should affect our rejoicing.

But it does, doesn’t it? It gets to us and causes us to cry and to
hurt, feel bad. And we have all kinds of doubts that God’s no

longer good to us because of what we’re going through. Paul
tells us nothing should affect our rejoicing.
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Fanny Crosby was a marvelous writer of many, many hymns.
She never saw the light of day. Born blind, at 8 years of age
she wrote this poem:

(Expository Studies in 2 Corinthians: Power Out of Weakness
by Ray C. Stedman)

Oh, what a happy child I am
Although I cannot see,

I am determined that in this world
Contented I will be.

How many blessings I enjoy

That other people don’t.

To weep and sigh because I'm blind

I cannot and I won’t.
p. 122

At the end of her life she was buried in Bridgeport,
Connecticut and her tombstone has the words “Aunt Fanny”:

Blessed assurance, Jesus 1s mine
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine.
p. 122
What a tribute.

It was A. W. Tozer who said of a real Christian:

(Expository Studies in 2 Corinthians: Power Out of Weakness
by Ray C. Stedman)
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A real Christian is an odd number anyway. He feels
supreme love for one whom he has never seen; talks familiarly
every day to someone he cannot see; expects himself in order
to be full; admits he 1s wrong so he can be declared right; goes
down 1n order to get up; is strongest when he 1s weakest;
richest when he 1s poorest; and happiest when he feel the
worst. He dies so he can live; forsakes in order to have; gives
away so he can keep; sees the invisible, hears the inaudible,
and knows that which passes knowledge. The man who has
met God 1s not looking for anything; he has found it. He is not
searching for light, for upon him the light has already shined.
His certainty may seem bigoted, but his assurance is that of
one who knows by experience. His religion is not hearsay. He
1s not a copy, not a facsimile. He 1s an original from the hand
of the Holy Spirit.

p. 127

That 1s a child of God.

This quote illustrates our passage beautifully:

(Meeting with the King by W. Glyn Evans)

God leads me not in a comfortable way, but in a right way.
And the Lord’s right way means putting me through
experiences that most clearly produce His Son’s image in me,
many of which will make no sense. Therefore, I must walk like
a blind man, trusting the hand and heart of my heavenly
Father.
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If only I could see the finished product, as God now sees
1t, I would spend the rest of my days in unceasing,
overwhelming praise. I would sing, “The steps of a good man
are ordered by the Lord.” Oh, let me begin, and continue that
song by faith!”

(source unknown)

We conclude with Paul Gerhardt’s great hymn when he writes
these words:

(Choosing Plan A in a Plan B World by Jerry White)

Put thou thy trust in God,
In duty’s path go on;

Walk in His strength with faith and hope,
So shall thy work be done.

Give to the winds thy fears;
Hope, and be undismayed:

God hears thy sighs and counts thy tears;
God shall lift up thy head.

Commit thy ways to Him,
Thy works into His hands,

And rest on His unchanging word,
Who heaven and earth commands.

Though countless years go by,
His covenant shall endure;

Though clouds and darkness hide His path,
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The promised grace is sure.

Through waves and clouds and storms
His power will clear thy way:

Wait thou is time; the darkest night
Shall end the brightest day.

Leave to His sovereign sway
To choose and to command;

So shalt thou, wondering, own His way,
How wise, how strong His hand.

Let us 1n life, 1in death,

His steadfast truth declare,
And publish with our latest breath

His love and guardian care.
pp. 55-56

Father, we've distorted and we’ve drifted so far from Your
original intention for our lives. Enable us, in the softness of
our lifestyle in the materialism that’s all around us that saps
away the things that can make for spiritual vigor, and enable
us to rearrange our priorities and look the challenges of life
straight in the teeth and be those who are beginning to reflect
the Person of Christ—because in the crucible is where
character 1s developed. May You cause us to take fresh
courage. Not to be bitter and resentful toward You because it’s
not comfortable, but really be expectant and excited because
You are at work in the midst of this fiery trial and You are
going to make us more like Your Son when we come out of the
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. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

experience



A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS:

Turning Tough Times into Triumph

“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage”

Study Number Eleven - 2 Corinthians 6:1-10

v. 1 And working together with Him, we also are urging you not to
receive the grace of God in vain.

v. 2 For He is saying: “At the favorable time I listened to you, and
on the day of salvation I came to your aid.” Behold, now is “the
favorable time,” behold, now is “the day of salvation”;

v. 3 giving no cause for offense in anything, in order that the
ministry might not have fault found with it,

v. 4 but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God, in
much endurance, in afflictions, in calamities, in difficulties,

v. 5 in beatings, in imprisonments, in disturbances, in labors, in
sleeplessness, in hunger,

v. 6 in purity, in knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the Holy
Spirit, in genuine love,

v. 7 in the word of truth, in the power of God; by the weapons of
righteousness for the right hand and the left,

v. 8 by glory and dishonor, by evil report and good report; regarded
as deceivers and yet true;

v. 9 as unknown yet well-known, as dying and behold, we are
living; as chastened yet not put to death,

v. 10 as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor yet making many
rich, as having nothing yet possessing all things.
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QUESTIONS:

1. Read 2 Corinthians 6:1-10 and in your own words pull out
the main thought of this passage.

2. How 1s Paul urging the Corinthians in verse 1?

3. What two things does Paul say about now in verse 27

4. Describe one of Paul’s major concerns, according to verse 3.

5. Describe some of the price that Paul has had to pay as a
servant of God in verses 4 & 5.
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6. What are some of the weapons of righteousness that are
described in verses 6 & 77

7. Further describe Paul’s ministry, according to verses 8 & 9.

8. What final three contrasts does he state in verse 10?

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: Top priority in God’s program 1s the salvation of
men’s souls.

LESSON #2: Now 1s the favorable time; now 1s the day of
salvation.

LESSON #3: Are you concerned about giving no cause for
offense 1n your witness?

LESSON #4: Are you a good recommendation for the Gospel of
Jesus Christ?

LESSON #5: How are you handling what life is throwing at
you?

LESSON #6: Are you concerned about purity, knowledge,
patience, kindness, and genuine love?

LESSON #7: Are you making use of your sword and shield?

LESSON #8: You demonstrate your servanthood by the kind
of battle you are fighting.

LESSON #9: Your quality of character is not revealed in what
you have acquired but by what you have been through.
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LESSON #10: What we say and what we are are both
1important to God.

LESSON #11: Nothing should affect our rejoicing.
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