A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS:
Turning Tough Times into Triumph
“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage”

Study Number Fourteen — 2 Corinthians 8:1-6

The apostle Paul moves from Christian LIVING to Christian
GIVING 1in one chapter.

In the first 7 chapters he’s talked about Christian living but
he has a problem with the Corinthians that has to be

addressed. And this is a problem of getting them involved in
GIVING.

Now 1n the New Testament, when 1t comes to the matter of
giving, there are really FOUR PLACES that talk about it.

In 1 Corinthians 9 Paul talks about the fact that we’re not to
muzzle the ox that’s treading out the corn. In other words, it’s

alright for the minister to live on those funds which are
provided by the flock.

And when we get to 1 Corinthians 16 he says this:

1 Corinthians 16:1, 2

Now about the collection for God’s people. Do what I told the
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Galatian churches to do. On the first day of every week, each
one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with hig
Income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will
have to be made.

Then the next two chapters—2 Corinthians 8 and 9 —provide
the framework for giving in the New Testament sense.

Florence Littauer in her book How to Get Along with Difficult
People—remember her? She’s the one that told us about
Harriet Hurry and Winnie Witness. She says this:

(How to Get Along with Difficult People by Florence Littauer)

The voice of Tammy Talk, the telehost, trills, “Thank you,
thank you, thank you for tuning in today! Many of you
listeners have been with us since we worshipped in the
original ‘little brown church in the vale’ before we built, with
your generous contributions, The Big Brown Church on the
Move. You may remember when Past-Pastor Paul Perfect was
called to the pulpit and pondered over the pitiful plight of the
church plant. You may be one of the thousands who responded
to his plea for plentiful provision for God’s people. You may be
among those who received the snake-skin-covered Bible with
your own 1nitials in rhinestones at absolutely no charge when
you sent in 10,000 dollars to the building fund. Or you might
be the one who bought a brick at 500 dollars apiece, or a
thousand dollars if you wanted you name etched on the brick
before it was plastered in place personally by the parishioner
who paid for it. So many of you listeners have been faithful to
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your pledges, so keep those cards and letters coming. Our new
financial opportunity for this month will allow you to put a
deposit on your own time-share room, with a view of Mount
Rushmore, in the Helen Brown Rice Retirement Residence,
named for the daughter of our founder Little Brown. The first
hundred people rushing in their riches will receive a string of
priceless pearl prayer beads as a generous gift reminding
them to pray for the rest of the payments. Be among the first
to secure your spot in the sanctity of this senior citizen city of
tomorrow.”

p. 14

Now does that sound familiar? It does. We're used to that.
People are just manipulating and working us, trying to get us
to give money.

Dr. Bob Pierce in his early ministry traveled to many, many
foreign countries but he found himself many times without
money. He was invited to come to Hong Kong but he had no
money to go. He had enough money to get halfway and he
knew some friends there and so he flew halfway and had a
series of meetings. It came to the night of the last meeting and
he had no money and no way to get to Hong Kong. Listen to
this:

(Bob Pierce: This One Thing I Do by Franklin Graham and
Jeanette Lockerbie)

“Well, as we left the church John said, ‘Let’s talk a bit.
You know how anxious I am that these pilots of mine come to
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know the Lord. I know you’ve preached the gospel each night,
and they’ve heard. But there’s one—and he’s very dear to
me—who because of his tight schedule didn’t get to hear you
even once. Now I have a request to make. I hate to ask you,
but would you be willing to give up your comfortable seat on a
regular plane? You see, once a week I send my DC-3 cargo
plane to Hong Kong. It goes tomorrow and this man is piloting
1t. Would you be willing to sit alongside him in the cockpit and
talk to him about Jesus on that eight-hour trip to Hong Kong?:
“There was no way he could know I had no ‘comfortable
seat,” and I didn’t tell him. ‘Well,” I answered, ‘since you put it
that way, John.’
p. 64

Isn’t that neat? That’s the way God does things when we'’re
honoring Him in the teaching of the Word and in ministering
in His name. He provides without all of this falderal. He
provides without all of these guilt trips and pressure that’s
put on people.

And as we study this passage, may we have an openness and a
receptivity to let the Spirit of God speak.

The apostle Paul in these beautiful chapters describes
stewardship:

Ecclesiastes 5:13

I have seen a grievous evil under the sun; wealth which 1s
hoarded to the harm of its owner.
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In other words, keeping it and hoarding it.

David C. Egner tells the story in Our Daily Bread about his
little dog Dusty:

Our dog Dusty learned this principle the hard way. She
loved to chase the squirrels that came into our yard. If one
appeared, she took after it in a flash, chasing it up the maple
tree and barking at it furiously. Although she chased them for
6 years, she never caught one. But all that changed one winter
day. A squirrel warmed by the sun was out in the yard, and
Dusty went after it. With snow on the ground, the squirrel
couldn’t scamper as fast as usual-—and Dusty caught it! She
finally had what she always wanted, but soon wished she
didn’t. The terrified squirrel wrapped itself around Dusty’s
nose, kicked her throat furiously with its hind feet, and bit her
under the chin. Dusty couldn’t let go fast enough. She came
out of the fracas with a deep gash and several nasty scratches:
I've noticed now that even though she still chases squirrels,
she [usually] makes sure they get away.

You see the point. If we insist on getting what we want
wealth, fame, love, or whatever—it could hurt us. If it’s
1llegitimate, it surely will. Let’s learn the lesson of the
squirrel. —D.C.E.

No greater joy and peace we know

Than when we choose a heavenly goal;

But when we covet worldly gain,

We choose a path that brings us pain. —D.J.D.
(January 14, year unknown)



This 1s so special because we just have six verses to work with

so we can land on them a little bit longer. We've divided these
verses into TWO PARTS.

First of all we're going to look at:

1. the REPORT in verses 1-5.
2. the REQUEST in light of the report in verse 6.
So it’ll be easy to follow along.

v. 1 Now, brethren, we are making known to you the
grace of God which has been given in the churches
of Macedonia,

“Now, brethren, we are making known to you the grace of God
which has been given in the churches of Macedonia,”

We want to circle the word “brethren.” That’'s a KEYWORD.

WHY? Giving is a RELATIONAL matter. If someone 1s not a
believer, then don’t give. That’s not their responsibility. God
wants us to receive what He has to give—that is the gift of His
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. And we receive Him by faith as
our Savior. That’s first.

And so he says, “Now, brethren”—this 1s a matter between
family members here. Something Paul is concerned about.
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“Now, brethren, we are making known to you’—WHAT?—"“the
grace of God”

Over and over in these two chapters the apostle talks about
the “grace of God.” He calls giving a gracious work. He calls
giving GRACE, grace, grace.

It might be a shock, but we do not find the tithe in the New
Testament. We as believers who are no longer under Law but
under grace and not living under the bondage of the tithe. But
because God designed that 10% would be given under the Old
Testament Law, it’s a good place to start in grace giving.

But when we say we bring our tithes into the storehouse,
we're taking Old Testament passages and bringing them over
under grace and Paul never does that. He never once mentionsg
the tithe in the New Testament.

Maybe we’ve had that trip put on us. God expects us in grace
to decide privately what we’re going to give. And we’ll learn in
these two chapters how we do that. The choice 1s ours to make
that decision.

And so he calls it “the grace of God” then he says this:
“which has been given in the churches of Macedonia,”
Now how come these churches come into the picture and why

does he use them as an i1llustration to start his talk with them
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about their personal giving? It’s going to unfold in the verses,
but let’s look at a little story.

Paul in his second missionary journey ran out of real estate
when he got to the city of Troas and he had no direction from
the Lord. And in Acts 16 he had a vision. The man from

Macedonia said come over and help us.

And he, Silas, Timothy and Dr. Luke got on the boat and they
went north 90 miles, landed at Neapolis and started their
ministry in Macedonia at the city of Philippi in Acts 16.

In Acts 17 they left Philippi and went to Thessalonica about
100 miles away. From there, because of persecution, they fled
to Berea and persecution there caused Paul to make a 250
mile trip by himself down to the city of Athens while he left
Silas and Timothy there to preach in the city of Berea.

And the apostle, after he preached on Mars Hill, left Athens
for some reason and took a 40 mile trip to Corinth. And there’s
how the church was founded.

So we could say basically, there might have been more
churches, but at least we know there are three. Philippi,
Thessalonica and Berea are the churches we're talking about
in the illustration.

“we are making known to you the grace of God.”

In other words, what these people did up there in the north
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250 miles north, what they did with regard to a gift, “which
has been given in the churches of Macedonia.”

v. 2 that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance
of joy and their deep poverty overflowed into the
wealth of their liberality.

“that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and
their deep poverty overflowed into the wealth of their
liberality.”

That’s a hard verse, isn’t 1it? It’s hard because of the way the
words are translated. But there are choices here in translating
the words and so we struggle to try to bring about a coherency
to 1t. So let’s back up and take it a phrase at a time as we see
Paul giving us the example of the Macedonian Christians
here.

1. “that in a great ordeal of affliction,”
That word “great ordeal” could be translated this way:
“that in much testing of affliction.”

Now that kind of fits, doesn’t it? We've already learned that
believers, when they become Christians, start experiencing
testing in their lives to grow and to mature in Christlikeness.
That’s how we explain the pressures and the problems and the
difficulties we face on a regular basis.



So these Macedonian Christians are being tested. And
Christlikeness and Christian character are coming out of that.
God invariably, in His testing process, will deal with us:

1. with regard to our use of TIME,

2.  with regard to our use of our TALENTS that minister in
the body of Christ, and

3. our TREASURES—our money.

God will give us opportunities through stressful circumstances
to demonstrate whether we have really committed ourselves
to the Lord in those given areas. So let’s look at this way—
that in much testing of affliction.

Now God does that. Listen to these verses:

2 Corinthians 2:9

For to this end also I wrote in order that I might put you to
the test, whether you are obedient in all things.

Genesis 22:1, 2

God did test Abram. “Go offer your son, your only son Isaac...

James 1: 2. 3

Consider 1t all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various
10



trials; knowing that the testing of your faith produces
endurance.

1 Thessalonians 3:3, 4

so that no man may be disturbed by these afflictions; for you
yourselves know that we have been destined for this. For
indeed when we were with you, we kept telling you in advance
that we were going to suffer affliction; and so it came to pass,
and you know 1it.

Annie Johnson Flint left behind not only a heritage of comfort
in the midst of suffering because she personally suffered, but

many, many poetic pieces that really speak. And one of them
1s called “But God...”:

I know not, but God knows;

Oh, blessed rest from fear!
All my unfolding days

To Him are plain and clear.
Each anxious, puzzled “Why?”

From doubt or dread that grows
Finds answer in this thought:

I know not, but He knows.

I cannot, but God can;
Oh, balm for all my care!
The burden that I drop
His hand waill lift and bear,
Though eagle pinions tire,—
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I walk where once I ran,—
This 1s my strength, to know

I cannot, but God can.
(source unknown)

Make no mistake about it, the first thing we see about these
Christians is that they're going through “a great ordeal of
affliction.” They’re suffering, they’re facing hardship.

This phrase from Daily with the King jumps off of the page:

(Daily with the King by W. Glyn Evans)

Difficulties, to the Christian, are only miracles that have not
yet happened...”

p. 48

The difficulties we face, we face with a triumph and sense of
expectancy that God 1s going to bring about something
beautiful out of something very, very difficult that we're
facing.

Now as we look at this, notice what it says:

“In a great ordeal of affliction”

In the midst of this testing, TWO THINGS are true of them:

1. “their abundance of joy” and
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2. their deep poverty.”
While they’re going through this, TWO THINGS are true:

1. “their abundance of joy’—how did these people learn to be
joyful even when it was hard?

They learned that from Paul and Silas when they were
singing that song at midnight in the prison after they’d been
beaten on their backs. Paul evidently had an exuberant sense
of joy that was always there, even though the wheels had
come off and everything fell apart.

And to these very Philippians when he’s in prison he pens:

Philippians 4:4

Rejoice in the Lord always; and again I say rejoice!

The early Christians had this incredible, incredible earmark.
They were always joyful, no matter how difficult it was. And
here are the Philippians, the Thessalonians and the Bereans
“In a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy”—and
what’s the next one?

2. there 1s “deep poverty.”
Swindoll says that is:

“Living at the ghetto level.”
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(source unknown)

That really describes it. People eking out an existence from
day to day, just hoping that they're going to make it.

Now as we describe the Macedonians, we can say this—they
were hurting:

PHYSICALLY and

FINANCIALLY.

That is at least a valid observation that we can make from
this verse. But notice what it says. Out of their great
“affliction” and “their abundance of joy” and “their deep
poverty” it “overflowed into the wealth of their liberality.”

In other words, these people really gave. Now that seems
totally impossible and incoherent.

Luke 21:1-4

And He looked up and He saw the rich putting their gifts into
the treasury. And He saw a certain poor widow putting in two
small copper coins. And He said, “Truly I say to you, this poor
widow put in more than all of them; for they all out of their
surplus put in their offering; but she out of her poverty put in
all she had to live on.”

One Christian businessman was in Korea shortly after the
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Korean conflict and he wanted to take some pictures of the
poverty. He took a picture of an old man guiding his plow as
his son was pulling it through the furrow in the soil. He
learned later that the same Korean gentleman had given the
only ox he owned to the church.

That’s the kind of giving that we see characterized in
Macedonia.

“that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and
their deep poverty overflowed into the wealth of their
liberality.”

We're going to land on the word “liberality” in just a second,
but there are TWO REAL ENIGMAS there, aren’t there?

We just can’t put human nature in this kind of mold.

1. “great...affliction” and “[abundant] joy”—they just don’t
go together naturally, do they?

But the other:
2. “deep poverty”’ and “liberality”—how did they go together?

After all, we've said, “One of these days when my ship comes
in, I'm really going to give to the Lord!” Huh? “I can’t do it
right now because I've got too many bills to pay and too many
things to buy, but one day I want to tell you, I'm going to do
1t!”

15



It says out of “their deep poverty” literally they “overflowed
into the wealth of their liberality.”

That word “liberality” was one of the hardest Greek words to
translate. That word, when i1t’s used in another context, for
instance, means “simple-minded.” Or it means “single-
minded.”

For instance, Plummer the Greek scholar is so concerned
about communicating the truth of it, he changes it and this 1s
what he says:

“It 1ssued 1n a rich stream of simple-minded generosity.”
(source unknown)

How does being “single-minded,” “simple-minded,”
“generosity” and “liberality” all fit together?

What is the one thing that stirs up our old nature more than
anything else and creates a conflict? When somebody has the
courage to stand up and say he’s going to talk about money.
Immediately the old nature rises up and says, “Oh uck!”
That’s it right there. We just kind of freeze in our tracks in
that regard.

Swindoll in his book The Quest for Character describes the
early church:

(The Quest for Character by Charles R. Swindoll)
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When the early Church met, magnetic charm brought joy.
When they prayed, there was power. When they gave, there
was generosity. When they embraced, there was love. When
they spoke, there was authenticity. When they left, there were
tears.

p. 148

Christ, in His abject poverty, proved to us that He gave
everything He had! He hung naked on the Cross as a spectacle
to the world! No place to lay His head! They gambled over His
one garment and He gave His life, which is all He had left.
And because He gave that life, He provides salvation for each
of us.

When it comes right down to it, there are only two things in
the world that are going to last forever:

1. PEOPLE and

2. the WORD OF GOD.

And we have a responsibility as believers:
to be SIMPLE,

to be SINCERE,

to be UPRIGHT,
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to be people who are SINGLE-MINDED.

For instance, James 1:8 says:

James 1:8

a double-minded man i1s unstable in all of his ways.

—The Lord, as He talked about giving and stewardship—He
did that in a lot of His parables in the New Testament—He
had this in mind:

Matthew 6:24

“No one can serve two masters; [see the conflict?] for either he
will hate the one and he’ll love the other, or he will hold to the
one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.

So the conflict was obvious.

Matthew 6:33

“Seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all
these things shall be added unto you.

2 Corinthians 5:9

... we have 1t as our aim, whether at home or absent, we want
to be pleasing to Him.

18



That is single-mindedness. That is devoted to the direction
that God wants us to go.

Our Daily Bread tells the story about a miserly old gentleman
who couldn’t hear very well. And when he was in church he
often spoke out in the congregation and people would hear
him and he didn’t even know they were hearing him. And he
was sitting right in the front so he wouldn’t miss the message
and the sermon was on cheerful givers. So about half-way
through the sermon he says, “Gonna give $10.” And he said it
loud enough for everybody to hear.

Well he got under great conviction as the sermon was winding
down and he said, “I'm gonna give $50.” Boy when the deacons
passed the offering plate, he was squirming because he’d
never done anything like that in his life before. And he’s
holding his billfold and he’s thinking about it and then he
pulls it back and puts it forward. And everybody’s watching
him because they heard him.

And pretty soon he just dumps the billfold on the plate and he
says, “Squirm old nature! Squirm!”

(adapted from Our Daily Bread for October 24, year unknown)

That’s it! That greed within us that makes us feel like we'’re
giving away our security. And we get so led astray by these
groups and these organizations that are building these huge
monuments because God told them to and they fleece the
saints to accomplish. It really turns us off and makes us
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defensive.

Giving doesn’t stop simply because we give it to someone. We
are to be responsible to see how those funds are used and
dispensed so that we can enter into the joy of that ministry,
because we are partakers together with them in the work that
1s being performed.

Joe Bayly 1s with the Lord now. He wrote a little poem called
“The Single-Minded Man.” This poem comes to mind when we
think of this word generosity, which means single-minded. We
have to settle it once and for all in our mind that we have a
single-minded direction and that everything belongs to Him.
Now when we settle that, it’ll be easier for us to be a giver.
Listen to part of that poem:

I don’t want

to tell it like it 1s
but to be it

like you want it.
(source unknown)

We should want to be single-minded and devoted. And in this
private stewardship and discipline of giving, we want to honor
God in every way.

Martyn Lloyd Jones, who is now with the Lord—great
preacher in London, England who left behind quite a heritage
in the books that he wrote—Iloved to tell the story to his
congregation on stewardship Sunday about farmer Brown.
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Farmer Brown came in one morning out of the cold from the
barn and he was smiling and just looked like he had seen
sheer ecstasy! And his wife said, “Honey, what happened in
the barn?” He said, “Bossy had twins! Now we’ve got twin
calves!”

And they sit down and they have their prayer after breakfast
and he turns to his honey and he says, “Honey, I think we
ought to give one of those calves to the Lord.” She said, “Oh
that’s a wonderful idea.”

Well about two or three weeks later he came in one morning
after milking and taking care of the chores and his face would
have drug the ground he looked so sad and so down. She said,
“Honey, what’s the matter?” He said, “Last night the Lord’s

calf died!”
(source unknown)

There it 1s. That’s the way it is, 1sn’t 1t? We have 1t all figured
out.

v. 3 For I am testifying that according to their ability,
and, beyond their ability they gave of their own
accord,

“I am testifying that according to their ability, and, beyond
their ability they gave of their own accord,”

Now when we look at that third verse and we know human
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nature, there are THREE MIRACLES 1n that verse. We can
underline them:

1. “according to,”

2. “beyond,” and

3. “own accord.”

There are three vibrant miracles:

1. They gave “according to their ability.” They did the best
they could with what they had.

But this is the option of grace giving—we don’t stop at 10%.
2. They gave “beyond their ability” in this regard.

Isn’t that a fabulous miracle?

3. “they gave of their own accord.”

There were no pledge cards. There were no pressures, no
emotional stories.

Paul says in Philippians 4:

Philippians 4:10

I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at last you have
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revived your concern for me; indeed, you were concerned
before, but you lacked opportunity.

He tells these same Macedonian believers, “You know y’all
have been so generous.” But he doesn’t ask them for money.
He just says, “I am writing a letter to thank you for what you
did. It’s been a long time but it wasn’t because you weren’t
concerned. It’s just that you didn’t have an opportunity to do it
and that’s okay.”

He goes on to say:

“I've learned to be content whatever the circumstances are so
that’s alright.”

One writer says:

(Be Encouraged by Warren W. Wiersbe)

“The preacher says I should give until it hurts,” ... “but for me,
1t hurts just to think about giving!”
(source unknown)

Bruce Narramore in his little book on children called An
Ounce of Prevention tells us just how far we need to go:

(An Ounce of Prevention by Bruce Narramore)

A story 1is told of two grade school children coming home
from school. The older one said to the younger one, “I carried
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books for her twice [I] bought her ice cream once. Do you think
I ought to kiss her?” The younger one thought a moment and
[he] replied, “Naw, I don’t think you have to kiss her. I think
you’'ve done enough already.”

p. 119

And maybe we’re thinking that now. “I've done enough
already. I've given enough.”

v. 4 begging us with much entreaty (earnestly) for the
favor of taking part in the relief of the saints,

“begging us"—WHAT?—*with much entreaty (earnestly)’—is
the way the Greek word translates—“for the favor of taking
part in the relief of the saints,”

They saw an opportunity for ministry in their giving and they
begged him to have a part. We can almost hear Paul saying,
“Hey, anybody but you. You guys, you don’t need to give.
You're as bad off as the poor saints in Jerusalem.”

They said, “No, listen, we can do this and we can do this and
we can do this. We want to have a part in this.”

The early Christians were famous, according to Acts 2, by the
fact that they shared things in common:

Acts 2:44-47

And all those who had believed were together, they had all
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things in common; and they began selling their property and
possessions, and were sharing them with all, as anyone might
be having need. ...

And then we flip over to Acts 4 and see a similar situation:

Acts 4:32-37

And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart
and soul; and not one of them claimed that anything belonging
to him was his own; but all things were common property to
them. And with great power the apostles were giving witness
to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was
upon them all. For there was not a needy person among them,
for all who were owners of lands or of houses would sell them
and bring the proceeds of the sales, and lay them at the
apostles’ feet; and they would be distributed to each, as
anyone was having need....

There was a horrendous economic collapse in Jerusalem.
That’s the mother church. When that happened, Paul set up
what we can call the R.O.T.S. fund—R.O.T.S.—Relief of the
Saints. And that fund was a fund to be contributed to by all of
these Gentile churches. The problem with Corinth is that they
got so excited when Paul told them about this fund, it was a
year ago and they hadn’t done anything about it.

They made a whole bunch of promises that they were going to
do this, but then they didn’t follow through and didn’t do it.
Does that sound familiar?
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“I'm going to do it one of these days!” But we never get around
to 1t, especially when 1t involves money and writing that check
and doing that thing and taking that responsibility. And so
they’d waited for a whole year and that’s why these two
chapters are written.

Because the Macedonians had already done all this, but the
Corinthians hadn’t done theirs, he’s writing to admonish them
in view of what’s happened 250 miles north of them up in the
area of Macedonia.

Bob Pierce tells the story of one guy who probably fits the
Macedonian situation. He’s an old gentleman who generously
supported Bob’s ministry through the many years that he
served the Lord. And this i1s what he says:

(Bob Pierce: This One Thing I Do by Franklin Graham &
Jeanette Lockerbie)

“One man who gave consistently, intrigued me for some
reason. He was so faithful. One year he gave the entire
amount he got for his bean crop—about six hundred dollars.
He gave recklessly to Jesus, and I would write him and
encourage him, telling him what his gifts were doing. When I
had to go to Detroit one time, I said to myself, Michigan is
Michigan; wherever my friend Lee lives, I'm gonna go and see
him and thank him personally. I rented a car and learned it
was one hundred and twenty-five miles to the little town
where he lived. Finding him was something else: twenty to
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thirty miles along a barely paved road, then a dirt road.
Finally I found his farmhouse with its ancient barn.

“The sun was just going down. I saw a stooped figure of a
man as I pulled into this farmyard. Obviously, he would have
been six feet, if he hadn’t been bent with fatigue and
weariness—a man in his late seventies. He walked toward me
and I said, “Lee, by any chance? My name is Bob Pierce.”

“He just stood there for a moment then said, ‘Dr. Bob!
What are you doing ‘way out here?’

“I answered, ‘God sent me here, Lee, to see you—and
anyway I wanted to find out what kind of a man you are, and
to get to know you.’

“Well, he took me inside a house that his parents had
homesteaded more than a century ago. We walked in the
backdoor to a kitchen with an old-fashioned word stove, not a
modern cooking range. He had an old mangy dog that was his
only companion. We sat and talked, and he told me that he
and his wife had once, many years before, driven three
hundred miles to hear me speak. They gave to our work then,
and continued to give regularly through the years as they
heard me on the radio.

“Lee lives his life in that kitchen, when he’s not out
breaking his back farming. He said the house was so lonely for
him without his wife that he had closed 1t all up except the
kitchen.

“He told me, ‘T've outlived all my friends. I go to a little
church in town, and they call sometimes to see if I've died in
the night or something.” Then he said, ‘Dr. Bob, the only joy I
have 1s to send what money I can to you...for all those needs. I
don’t need anything.’
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“I thought, I doubt if he even has one suit; and here he is
saying he doesn’t need anything. I looked around that kitchen.
There was nothing that had any value except, perhaps, the
radio that brought him his gospel programs.

“The Bible says there’s a day coming when the last shall
be first—the least shall be the greatest. And that is when
these little hidden-away givers that nobody ever writes books
about or asks them to make public appearances on TV, will
come into their own. Jesus will parade them. (MY friend Lee’s
wife will be right alongside him there.) Jesus will show them
off along with that widow who gave her all; and in sight and
sound of all the rest of us who may sometimes crow over how
much we’'ve done for Jesus, He will draw to Himself and say,
‘Well done, thou good and faithful servant...enter thou into
the joy of your Lord.’
pp. 189-191

Many times it’s the people who really, from human terms,
shouldn’t be giving are the ones who are the most sacrificial
and generous in their giving. And so the Macedonians are like
that. But notice what they did. Why were they like that?

v. 5 and not even as we expected, but they gave
themselves first to the Lord and to us by the will of
God.

“and not even as we expected, they gave themselves first to
the Lord and to us by the will of God.”

We didn’t expect this. We expected them to just give a gift.
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But they did something. The secret to sacrificial stewardship
1s giving ourselves first to the Lord and then giving.

We have a tendency to estimate the gift by the size of the gift
and God estimates it by what is left after the gift is given. And
here they gave themselves first to the Lord.

What’s involved in giving ourselves to the Lord? THREE
THINGS:

1. “I give all that I AM.”

Romans 12:1, 2

“I beg you as an act of intelligent worship, give Him yourself.
Present your bodies a living sacrifice...”

Ever done that? Ever said, “Lord, all that I am—my gifts, my
talents, my abilities—they’re Yours! I surrender them all to
You right now! I give them to You.”

2. “I give all that I HAVE to Him.”
“My possessions, my holdings—everything given over to Him.”

3. “I make a declaration of being SUBMISSIVE and
OBEDIENT to His lordship.”

Saying, “Lord, I'm going to be obedient and submissive to Your
lordship.”
29



King of my life, I crown Thee now,

Thine shall the glory be;

Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way!
Hold o’er my being absolute sway!

Fill with Thy Spirit till all shall see

Christ only, always, living in me!

(source unknown)

The Lord wants us! He doesn’t want our gifts first! He just
wants us! He died for us and He wants us.

David Needham, in his book Close to His Majesty, has another
little story that illustrates this point:

(Close to His Majesty by David C. Needham with Larry Libby)

There 1s a story that came out of China many years ago of
a missionary who found it necessary to be gone from his
family for an extended time. Aware that his leaving would not
be understood by his youngest daughter, he placed in his coat
pocket a rare treat in that part of China—a bright red apple—
to give her as he boarded the train.

Finally the moment came. He embraced his wife and then
each of the older children. And then it was his little girl’s turn.
Picking her up in his arms, he pressed the apple into her
chubby hand, hoping that this special gift would soften the
1mpact of his leaving. But instead, as he looked back from the
slowly departing train, he saw the apple slip from her hand
and roll across the platform. Tears streaming down her face,
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she ran alongside the train sobbing, “Daddy, I don’t want
what you give—I want you!”
pp. 83-84

God 1s saying, "Don’t try to impress me with what you can
give. I want you. When I have you then you having a part in a
ministry is your business and that’s private, that’s personal.”

That’s between us and the heavenly Father what we’re going
to do. For the Macedonians it was an incredible, incredible
example.

Now the request in verse 6 is our final verse.

v. 6 Consequently we urged Titus that even as he made
a beginning on a previous occasion, so he would
also complete in you this gracious work as well.

“Consequently”—in view of what the Macedonians had done in:
the sacrificial giving—“we urged Titus”—now he’s the one wha
1s the liaison between the Corinthians and Paul—"“that even
as he made a beginning on a previous occasion so he would
also complete in you"—WHAT?—*this gracious work as well.”

It’s not the Law. It’s not the tithe. It is a “gracious work”
which was “grace” in verse 1 and “gracious work” now as the
study comes to a close.

Now was he successful in doing that?
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Romans 15 tells us “yes”:

Romans 15:25-28

but now, I am going to Jerusalem [Paul says] serving the
saints. For Macedonia and Achaia [that’s the province where
Corinth 1s located] have been pleased to make a contribution
for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem. Yes, they were
pleased to do so, and they are indebted to them. ...

It worked. He showed the example and they gave.
Does God notice when we give? Does He honor that?

When the judgment of the nations takes place in Matthew 25,
1t’s very interesting what happens beginning with verse 34:

Matthew 25:34-45

“Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you
who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world. I was hungry, and
you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me
something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in;
naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; 1
was 1n prison, and you came to Me.” Then the righteous will
answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and
feed You, or thirsty, and give You to drink? And when did we
see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe
You? And when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to
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You? And the King will answer and say to them, “Truly I say
to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these My
brothers, even to the least of them, you did it unto Me.’

The gracious, giving, generous heart is a byproduct of
receiving Jesus Christ as Savior and becoming a believer.

Now there are a number of lessons we get out of the passage.

Lesson #1: In the matter of giving—in the matter of giving—
we are no longer under the Law but under grace.

Lesson #2: Grace giving comes from a heart overwhelmed by
the sacrificial love of God.

Lesson #3: The churches in Macedonia were suffering much
testing of affliction.

Lesson #4: The testing was severe and long.

Lesson #5: Their giving came out of abundant joy and deep
poverty.

They were glad to share such as they had.

Lesson #6: They were hurting both physically and financially
but this did not stop their stewardship.

They had no excuse. They wanted to share.
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Lesson #7: Their single-minded devotion to God generated
their gift.

And out of that love and gratitude, they gave generously.
Lesson #8: They gave of their own accord.

We're going to learn when we get over in chapter 9, we are to
be persuaded in our minds what we’re going to give. And
that’s between us and the Lord.

We can choose to sow sparingly and reap sparingly. Or we can
choose to sow bountifully and reap bountifully. The choice is
every believer’s to make that.

They gave of their own accord.

Lesson #9: They saw an opportunity for ministry in giving.

Lesson #10: They gave themselves first and then their means
to support the project.

Lesson #11: It’s not the size of the gift, but what we have left
that the Father sees.

John 3:16

God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have
eternal life.
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The apostle, when he gets to the end of chapter 9, says:
“Thanks be to God for a gift too wonderful for words.” That’s
the way The Living Bible translates that last verse.

Yes, a gift too wonderful for words.

The study starts with a sacrificial illustration of the
Macedonians giving sacrificially and it ends with a God who
gives His only Son—the greatest gift ever given!

“And greater love hath no man than this, than a man who
would lay down his life for his friends.” (ref. John 15:13)

As we look through our checkbook and it’s hard to find any
place where we've given sacrificially, maybe we better talk to
the Father about whether we’re going to be content to sow
sparingly or we're going to sow bountifully. That’s our choice.

Father, we want to give ourselves to You as believers. We
know that as we seek You first, that everything else 1s going
to be added. We pray if there are those Christians who are
really struggling with this issue, that You’d speak to them.
Cause them and challenge them to realize that this is a
responsibility. It’s a discipline. It’s a part of Christian living.
That they’d learn how to really be good, gracious, godly,
generous givers. And we’ll praise You for what You're going to
do. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS:
Turning Tough Times into Triumph
“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage”

Study Number Fourteen — 2 Corinthians 8:1-6
NOTES

v. 1 Now, brethren, we are making known to you the grace of God
which has been given in the churches of Macedonia,

v. 2 that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and
their deep poverty overflowed into the wealth of their liberality.
v. 3 For I am testifying that according to their ability, and, beyond
their ability they gave of their own accord,

v. 4 begging us with much entreaty (earnestly) for the favor of
taking part in the relief of the saints,

v. 5 and not even as we expected, but they gave themselves first to
the Lord and to us by the will of God.

v. 6 Consequently we urged Titus that even as he made a
beginning on a previous occasion, so he would also complete in you
this gracious work as well.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-6 and in your own words pull out
the main thought of this passage.
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2. What is Paul making known to them in verse 1?

3. What makes the churches in Macedonia so special in the
mind of the apostle, according to verse 2?

4. Describe their giving, according to verse 3.

5. How did they look on giving, according to verse 47

6. What did the Macedonians do before they gave their money,
according to verse 57
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7. Outline an order of giving, according to verse 5.

8. What did Paul urge Titus to do, according to verse 67

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: In the matter of giving, we are no longer under
the Law but under grace.
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LESSON #2: Grace giving comes from a heart overwhelmed by
the sacrificial love of God.

LESSON #3: The churches in Macedonia were suffering much
testing of affliction.

LESSON #4: The testing was severe and long.

LESSON #5: Their giving came out of abundant joy and deep
poverty.

LESSON #6: They were hurting both physically and
financially but this did not stop their stewardship.

LESSON #7: Their single-minded devotion to God generated
their gift.

LESSON #8: They gave of their own accord.

LESSON #9: They saw an opportunity for ministry in giving.

LESSON #10: They gave themselves first and then their
means to support the project.

LESSON #11: It is not the size of the gift, but what we have
left that the Father sees.
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