A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS:
Turning Tough Times into Triumph
“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage”

Study Number Fifteen — 2 Corinthians 8:7-15

When we get to 2 Corinthians 8, we discover a major change
in the apostle’s approach to the Corinthians.

In the first seven chapters he’s talking about CHRISTIAN
LIVING.

In chapters 8 and 9 he starts talking about GIVING.

There’s a reason for this. The Corinthians had promised they
were going to give a year ago and they haven’t followed
through. The apostle set up the R.O.T.S. fund—the Relief of
the Saints fund. And that fund has been contributed to
sacrificially by the churches in Macedonia as we studied in our
last study. And now he’s challenging the Corinthians to jump
on board and give.

Before we go any further, we need to think seriously about
the fact that giving involves more than money.

A lot of times giving money 1s an easy way to escape
responsibility for some. And we sometimes substitute money
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for spending time. Often we're guilty of that with our children.
A lot of times we’ll give them money for something rather
than provide quality time with them. And God delights for us
to find creative ways in which we can sacrificially give and
serve Him.

Jimmy and Rosalyn Carter were involved in an organization
called Habitat for Humanity where they build homes for the
less fortunate. In his book he tells this story:

(Everything to Gain by Jimmy & Rosalynn Carter)

On our Habitat for Humanity work detail in Chicago we were
joined by Chuck Colson, whom we had personally never met
before, but for whom we had little respect because of his
statements and actions during the Watergate years, when he
was quoted as saying, among other things, that he would
“walk over his grandmother” to reelect Richard Nixon. We
were also somewhat cynical about his supposed religious
“conversion.” Now he had volunteered to help our group build
new homes for poor families in the community. We quickly
saw that he was at ease about his past. Interviewed the first
morning on one of the television talk shows, Chuck said, “I
don’t know what’s in store for me this week. The last time I
worked for a president, I got three years!” In just a short time
our remaining doubts were removed by his enthusiasm and
persistence. Even when we were soaked to the skin with
perspiration and almost constant rain, he never faltered as a
hardworking carpenter, and we had a good time working
together.



p. 114

Now that’s sacrificial giving. But we don’t think of that in
terms of dollars and cents.

Jimmy Townsend is a humorist and he said:

(Everything to Gain by Jimmy & Rosalynn Carter)

When 1t comes to giving, some folks will stop at nothing.
p. 91

How does our heavenly Father feel? He owns it all. He owns
us—He’s given us the gift of life. And what kind of stewards
are we?

Are we doing that which brings pleasure to Him with that
which He has provided? And we have to answer that privately
and personally in our hearts.

And the apostle, as he deals with the Corinthians, he’s going
to deal with each of us in the realm of stewardship and of
giving. And it will expand our opportunity for giving by
recognizing that it’s not just giving of dollars and cents.

Now there are a number of passages in the Bible that talk
about giving. We hear sermons preached on them, don’t we?

Malachi 3:8-12




“Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. But you ask, ‘How do we
rob you?’ In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse—the
whole nation of you—because you are robbing me. ...

And then God gives them the invitation to bring the whole
tithe into the storehouse, “that there may be food in my
house.” And to test Him to see that He will open the windows
of heaven and pour out a blessing.

In 1 Timothy 6 the apostle, as he is dealing with young
Timothy on this subject of money and the relationship to it,
says:

1 Timothy 6:6-11

Godliness actually is a means of great gain, when
accompanied by contentment. For we have brought nothing
into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either.
And if we have food and covering, with these we should be
content. But those who want to get rich fall into temptation
and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which
plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is
the root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have
wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves
through with many a pang.

And then the Lord Jesus addresses this whole subject of

stewardship in the Sermon on the Mount—right in the middle

of it—in Matthew 6. He tells us to be careful when we're

giving. That we’re not to toot our own horn and tell everybody
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we're giving, but that it should be something private. That our
right hand ought not know what the left hand is doing so that
our reward 1s in heaven, not before men. (see Matthew 6:1-4)

And then He says:

Matthew 6:19-21

“Don’t lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth
and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal; but
lay up for yourselves treasure in heaven, where neither moth
nor rust corrupt, and where thieves do not break in and steal;
for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”

And then in Philippians 4, Paul has been a recipient of a
sacrificial gift from the Philippian saints and he thanks them
for that. He thanks them for the fact that they remembered
him again and they have helped him in the ongoing work of
the ministry. And he says, because you've supplied my needs,
the Lord’s going to supply yours. (see Philippians 4:10-19)

Now the first example of giving in the first six verses are the
churches in Macedonia. They're 250 miles north. What did we
learn about these churches in our last study?

1. They gave themselves first to the Lord.

2. They begged for an opportunity to give.

3. They gave of their own accord.
5



And the apostle says they gave, not only to their ability, but
beyond their ability in what they actually did in this great
project. They saw an opportunity for ministry so they
sacrificially gave to this fund.

Now that sets the stage for our passage. Let’s pick up at verse
7 and we’ll move from there.

v. 7 But just as you are abounding in everything, in
faith and utterance and knowledge and in all
earnestness and in the love we inspired in you, see
that you abound in this gracious work also.

“But just as you are abounding in everything, in faith and
utterance and knowledge and in all earnestness and in the
love we inspired in you, see that you abound in this gracious
work also.”

Now the apostle says, right as he starts: “you are abounding”
in every area. In other words, “you’re on a roll.”

He says, “There are some areas where you're really strong.
You are flourishing in these areas and he lists FIVE of them.”
But then he comes across and says: “see that you abound in
this gracious work also.”

How many churches are famous for their giving? When we
think of churches, what do we think of?



“Oh! You ought to come and hear our pastor! He is really
good.”

OR

“Listen, you have not seen church facilities until you see our
facilities. I mean we've got roller skating, bowling alleys and
we've got family centers and we’ve got this and that.” And we
talk and talk about our facility.

OR

And then we say: “Oh man, you haven’t seen anything until
you come and get involved in our Sunday School. Man we take
the kids from Genesis when they’re little nippers clear
through to Revelation by the time they’re out of high school.
We strip them down and get them through all 66!”

OR

“You haven’t met anybody until you’ve met our youth
minister. We've got a youth ministry that will knock your
socks off. We've got kids coming out of our ears.”

Those are the ways we brag. But how many of us brag about a
church that is sacrificial in its giving?

The apostle is telling them, “Hey look, you guys—as far as
your Christian commitment is concerned—you are doing great
in five areas, but there’s another area where you need to be
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spending some time.”

And this 1s the way he works. He encourages, he affirms, he
tells them what they’re doing good before he tells them what
they need to work on. And that’s the way we ought to learn
with each other—that we encourage and affirm and then we
come across some areas that need some improvement. And
this 1s a beautiful i1llustration of that kind of pattern as he
works with them.

Now what are the FIVE AREAS?

1. The first one’s “faith,” i1sn’t 1t? How do we manifest our
faith?

Well first we receive Jesus as Savior, don’t we? That’s faith.
And then on a daily basis we live our Christian life by faith.
So he’s saying to them, “you’ve got a manifestation of faith
which 1s good.”

2.  Secondly “utterance”—what does he mean by that?

Well, he means that when they talk together they edify one
another, they encourage one another. They speak works of
love and affirmation. So they really score high in that area.

3. Thirdly, “knowledge”—that’s the knowledge of the Living
Word in the written Word—the Bible.

It’s getting to know the Word and getting to know Jesus
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Christ better and better from the Word. And they’re doing a
good job on that.

Now the fourth word 1s hard to translate.

4. Notice we put the word “earnestness” When we think of
the word “earnestness” it’s kind of hard to really put a handle
on it.

That Greek word means to “be in a hurry.” It means to use
“haste” or “speed.” It’s a word that expresses “diligence” or
“zeal.” Another word would be “Iintensity.”

We use the word by saying, “Woo! He is really intense.” That’s
a good word. He’s saying, “Y’all really are intense individuals.
You spend time doing the things you need to do and you're
manifesting the fact that you're really serious about your
Christian faith because you are intense.”

That’s Jesus, 1sn’t 1t?
John 9:4

I must work the works of him that sent me, while it 1s day; for
the night 1s coming when no man can work.

We don’t make a statement like that unless we're an awfully
intense individual about using up our time and our
opportunities for the glory of God.



Now what’s the fifth area?

5. “love”—Well what does he say about that? This 1s a “love
we inspired in you.”

Now how did he do that? Well, remember when he wrote the
first epistle? Remember how he described love to them?

1 Corinthians 13:4-7

Love 1s patient, love is kind, it is not jealous; does not brag, is
not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; does not seek its
own, 1s not provoked, does not take into account a wrong
suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with
the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things.

Paul says: “we inspired you with this love!”

Back in chapter 5 he says, “the love of Christ constrains us.”
(see 2 Corinthians 5:14) It motivates us to do what we do.

And where does that love come from? It’s the fruit of the
Spirit. As a result of the Spirit’s work in our lives, we
demonstrate this love to one another.

So what’s he saying? “In five areas you guys are doing great!
You score high in five, but there’s an area that you need to

work on.” Now see how he says this:
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“see that you abound in this gracious work also.”

Now notice it’s not the tithe. The tithe is nowhere in the New
Testament. It’s taking something out of the Law and bringing
1t over and putting it on the believer. Paul is not going to do
that.

There are TWO THINGS Paul 1sn’t going to do:

1. heisn’t going to bring the tithe over into the New
Testament and

2. he’s never going to command a believer in the realm of
giving.

Now those are two strong things to really think about.
Because we have people put us on guilt trips about giving,
don’t we? And they come to the next thing, they're
commanding us to do it. And Paul is so careful when he talks
about giving that he doesn’t command them. And he calls it a
“oracious work.” And he uses the word “grace.”

And this 1s about the second time already that he’s used the
term “gracious work” when he talks about the business of
giving and our stewardship and our responsibility.

And that word 1s going to occur a number of times before this
1s over. So this 1s not a command, 1t’s a CHALLENGE. And

he’s saying, see to it:
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“that you abound with this gracious work also.”

Why don’t we “abound with this gracious work”? Why are
most of us not very good stewards in our giving?

When we really think about it, we just don’t do too well. Why
1s that? Well we know that when it comes to the matter of
giving, when a need is presented, time is on our side, don’t we?
We hope and pray somebody else will jump up and do it before
we do and then we’ll feel good that the need was met and we
didn’t have to do it.

This 1s an area we need to work on, right? And just like Paul’s
talking to the Corinthians, he’s talking to us. Maybe we’re
scoring high in faith and knowledge and the words that we
speak to others and in our love. But are we scoring high in
this area?

Neglecting it won’t make it go away. Sometimes we like to
think of that.

We can look at GIVING kind of like EXERCISING and
DIETING. Now we know that we make some resolutions we
are going to exercise.

Well it hurts! It’s just hard and the weather’s been cold. And
we just don’t get out and walk when it’s cold. And we’re going
to wait until it gets warm and then it gets too warm and then
1t’s too hot!
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All kinds of excuses for not exercising. What about dieting?
We need to shave off those pounds. And then we have great
intentions about how we’re going to do it and then all of a
sudden the dessert comes down the pike and we just decide to
put the blimp back in the hanger for another year. That’s kind
of the way we do 1t!

Well, giving is the same way. The Corinthians did that. A year
ago they got this thing going. They were so excited about
giving to this fund. And now twelve months have gone by and
what’s happened? Nothing! They haven’t done a thing about
1t.

Isn’t it neat to see somebody in the Bible that’s like us? They
let 1t slide. It just brings us so much comfort, doesn’t it, when
we see that?

v. 8 I am not speaking this as a command, but as
proving through the earnestness of others the
sincerity of your love also.

“I am not speaking this as a command,”—see there?—“but’—
CONTRAST—"as proving through the earnestness of others
the sincerity of your love also.”

What 1s the “earnestness of others”?

That’s the Macedonian Christians he’s talked about in the

first six verses. He’s saying, “By their ‘earnestness’ I want to

challenge you so that everybody will see the ‘sincerity of your
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love also.”
That word “sincerity” means “tested”—love which is tested.

We will demonstrate the “sincerity of your love” by your
INVOLVEMENT.

You will demonstrate the “sincerity of your love” when we are
willing to make a SACRIFICE.

We will demonstrate the “sincerity of your love” when we
accept the RESPONSIBILITY FOR OTHERS.

He says, “I'm doing this and I'm telling you about the
Macedonians so I can test ‘the sincerity of your love.” Do you
really mean what you say?”

Now the greatest 1llustration in the New Testament of giving
1s not the Macedonian Christians. Who 1s 1t? It’s the Lord
Jesus.

v. 9 For you are knowing the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that He being rich, for your sake became
poor, in order that you through His poverty might
become rich.

“For you are knowing the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
He being rich, for your sake became poor, in order that you

through His poverty might become rich.”
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First he uses the Macedonians, now he uses the greatest
1llustration in all the world of giving, the Lord Jesus. Let’s
look at that for a minute.

“you are knowing”—WHAT?—"“the grace.”

See, 1t’s not “gracious work,” now it’s “grace.” If we wanted to
change that word “grace” we could put it this way:

“For you are knowing the giving capacity of our Lord Jesus.”
Just how great is His ability to give? He uses that word
“orace” again like he used “gracious work” in the previous

verse.

“you are knowing the giving capacity of our Lord Jesus
Christ,”—How do we know that?—“that He being rich.”

Now we really don’t even have any idea of what it was to be
rich until we get to heaven. Right? Philippians 2 tells us:

Philippians 2:5-8

...He emptied Himself and took the form of a servant, and He
was made 1n the likeness of men....

“He being rich”—what did He do?—"“for your sake became
poor.”

What He went through was for every one of us—He “became
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poor.”

Realize what word that “poor” 1s? That’s the word for “beggar.”
That’s the word “living at poverty level.” Ever stopped to look
at the life of the Lord Jesus and try to understand just at
what level He lived? Where was He born? In a barn because
there was no room for Him in the inn.

Remember when He was teaching in His ministry. What did
He say?

Matthew 8:20

Foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the
Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.

How would we feel not knowing where we’re going to go home
to and lay our head? And He never did! He never had real
estate. He never had a house where He could lay His head.

What about when He died? When 1t comes time for Him to die,
He has to borrow a donkey to be hailed as king on Palm
Sunday. He has to borrow a room to meet with His men on
that final night before He gives His life. And what does He
find? What’s the last human comprehension He has? A group
of men below the Cross, casting lots for the one garment that
they’ve stripped Him naked of as He prepares to die. And then
what do they do? They take His corpse and bury it in a
borrowed tomb.
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Say that He doesn’t understand poverty and the forsaking of
all possessions that He might accomplish the will of the
Father. He even borrowed a boat to preach from. Just so He
could get away from the crowd. Always an individual living on
poverty level.

Now look at that:
“that you through His poverty might become rich.”

We should ask ourselves the question: How do we become
rich?

1. We become rich by ETERNAL LIFE, don’t we? When we
come to know Jesus, we have eternal life. And to have eternal
life, we have no 1dea what He’s preparing.

He told the Corinthians:

1 Corinthians 2:9

Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither has it entered into
the heart of man the things which the Lord hath prepared for
them that love Him.

What a fantastic future. He’s gone to prepare a place for us—
John 14. And that place is going to be special—eternal life.

But what else?
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2. We have an INHERITANCE.

What belongs to Jesus is now ours. We're heirs and joint-heirs
with Christ. (see Romans 8:17)

First Peter 3 describes it:

1 Peter 1:3-5

...to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and
undefiled and will not fade away, [WHAT?] reserved in heaven
for you...

It’s got our name on it. All set aside just for us.

He did that so that we could become rich. What an illustration
of giving! We scraped the skies when we got through with the
Macedonian churches and their willingness to give of their
own accord and to give so sacrificially and to give themselves
first to the Lord. And then we get down here to verse 9 and we
see the greatest illustration of giving of anyone! The giving of
Jesus Christ.

John 15:13

Greater love has no man than this, than a man would lay
down his life for his friends.

He gave His life for us. What a gift!
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Now look at verse 10. This just gets so good.

v. 10 And I am giving my opinion in this matter, for this
is advantageous for you, who were the first to begin
a year ago not only to do this but also to desire to
do it.

“And I am giving my opinion”— he’s not commanding them
again. We need to focus on that.

“I am giving my opinion in this matter, for this is
advantageous for you,”

“I'm not asking you to do something that isn’t to your
advantage.

“who were the first to begin a year ago not only to do this but
also to desire to do it.”

He commends them over the fact that a year ago they wanted
to do and that they desired it—that was good. But what
happened? There was a year of tainted resolution. There was
a year of weakened resolve. They just didn’t get around to it!

We always talk about, “I'm going to get around to it!” And they
just never did. It was something they were “fixin’ to do” but
they just never did “fixin’ to do it” and get it actually done and
take care of the responsibility for that.

And so he says, “I am giving my opinion in this matter, this is
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advantageous for you.”

Paul’s saying, “sittin’ ain’t gonna get it done. Y’all, it was
great that you started, but you haven’t gone on and finished it.
We'’re glad that you desired it.”

v. 11 But now finish doing it also; that just as there was
the willingness to desire it, so there may be also the
completion of it by your ability.

“But now finish doing it also; that just as there was the
willingness to desire it, so there may be also the completion of
1t by your ability.”

God delights in finishers.

Jesus cried, “Tetelestai, 1t 1s finished” when He died on the
Cross. (see John 19:30)

Paul said:

2 Timothy 4:7

I fought a good fight, I finished the course...

Heaven is a place for finishers. He says don’t leave this
undone!

“now finish doing it also; just as there was a willingness to
desire it, so there may be also the completion of it in your
20



ability.”

The Living Bible sometimes takes a verse and makes it walk
off the page:

2 Corinthians 8:11 (TLB)

Having started the ball rolling so enthusiastically, you should
carry this project through to completion just as gladly, giving
whatever you can out of whatever you have. Let your
enthusiastic idea at the start be equaled by your realistic
action now.

In other words, DO IT. Get on with 1t and meet the needs and
don’t put it off any longer.

Our Daily Bread has a piece called “Don’t Put It Off!” and this
1s what 1t says:

Procrastination is a big word—seldom used but often
practiced. It means to postpone or to put off until tomorrow
what should be done today. The Bible warns us against the
folly of supposing that tomorrow will accommodate our
slothfulness and unwarranted delay. James said that we don’t
know the future and that our life 1s as transient as a vapor
(James 4:14).

An incident from the American Revolution illustrates
what tragedy can result from procrastination. It is reported
that Colonel Rahl, commander of the British troops at
Trenton, New Jersey, was playing cards when a courier
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brought an urgent message stating that General George
Washington was crossing the Delaware River. Rahl put the
letter in his pocket and didn’t bother to read it until the game
was finished. Then, realizing the seriousness of the situation,
he hurriedly tried to rally his men to meet the coming attack,
but his procrastination was his undoing. He and many of his
men were Kkilled, and the rest of the regiment were captured.
Nolbert Quale said, “Only a few minutes’ delay cost him
his life, his honor, and the liberty of his soldiers. Earth’s
history is strewn with the wrecks of half-finished plans and
unexecuted resolutions. “Tomorrow’ is the excuse of the lazy
and the refuge of the incompetent.”
(from Our Daily Bread, February 15, year unknown)

“Tomorrow 1s the excuse of the lazy and the refuge of the
incompetent.”
(source unknown)

If you know there is something the Lord wants you to
do—a letter to write, a call to make, [and I put down a gift to
give] a task to complete—don’t put it off. Do 1t today!

(from Our Daily Bread, February 15, year unknown)

We think we’re immortal and we just put off preparing for the
inevitable, don’t we? There are things we leave. Are our wills
up to date and in order? So that if something happens tonight,
we're ready and we're leaving behind a well-ordered house?

A. W. Tozer says we do that same thing:
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(The Pursuit of God by A.W.Tozer)

Complacency 1s a deadly foe of all spiritual growth. Acute
desire must be present or there will be no manifestation of
Christ to His people. He waits to be wanted. Too bad that with
many of us He waits so long, so very long, in vain.

p. 17

Now that little word which says “by your ability” is crucial.
Paul is making it clear that he is not asking them to do
something they can’t do. And he’s not asking them to give
more than their ability. He puts a limitation on giving and
that’s what we need to see.

None of us have an excuse for not giving. And the parameters
are “by your ability.” By what we have, we have the
responsibility to be a steward of that and to give.

v. 12 For if the willingness is present, it is acceptable
according to that which a person may have, not
according to that which he is not having.

“For if the willingness 1s present, it is acceptable according to
that which a person may have, not according to that which he
1s not having.”

He says the giving is on the basis of what we have, not what
we're not having.

Now we’ve heard this a hundred times and maybe we'’re
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probably guilty of saying, “I'll tell you something! When my
ship comes in, I'm really going to bless the church, the body of
Christ! When I get my money I'm really going to honor the
Lord with 1t!” Or maybe we've said, “Boy if I win this lottery,
God, You're getting at least 10% of this deal!” We have
something figured out about how we’re going to bless God
when our ship comes in.

Now don’t we think God gets a little tired of that? God says,”
what are you doing right now? Where are you coming from?
You know it’s not the millions that you might get, it’s what
you’re doing with the dollar and a quarter you've got right
now, and your responsibility to be faithful in the realm of
stewardship.”

We don’t do that. We leave a lot of needs left unattended and a
lot of people hurt.

Tim Hansel has written several books and one of them 1is
called Holy Sweat. In it he talks about the diligence to be
faithful in the realm of giving. And this is what he says:

(Holy Sweat by Tim Hansel)

We must have eyes to see as well as hands to help, or we may
never help at all. I think this well-known poem expressed it
powerfully:

I was hungry and you formed a humanities club
to discuss my hunger.
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Thank you.

I was imprisoned and you crept off quietly
to your chapel to pray for my release.
[That was really] Nice.

I was naked and in your mind you debated the

morality of my appearance.
What good did that do?

I was sick and you knelt and thanked God for
your health.
But I needed you.

I was homeless and you preached to me of the
shelter of the love of God.
I wish you’d [have] taken me home.

I was lonely and you left me along to pray for me.
Why didn’t you stay?

You seem so holy, [and] so close to God; But I'm still
very hungry, lonely, cold, and still in pain.
Does it [really matter to you about me]?

—Anonymous
pp. 162-63

A lot of people have a legitimate gripe because they see us
walking close to God but they sure don’t see a generous heart
and a spirit of involvement.
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Some of us are probably saying, “I've been a Christian for so
many years and I want to tell you, I've had it up to here! Why
do you realize that this week I got 14 letters from 14 non-
profit organizations and I wanted to say yes to every one of
them. But I don’t have the resources to meet those needs.”

Grant Howard puts 1t well:

(Balancing Life’s Demands by J. Grant Howard)

... Howard’s law.

Requests will always exceed resources.
p. 16

And we want to say yes to all of them! But that doesn’t mean
we have the right to say no to every one of them. We have

choices that we have to make.

He goes on to say this:

(Balancing Life’s Demands by J. Grant Howard)

There 1s a sense in which the world 1s designed to extract
every ounce of potential from us. We place similar demands
within ourselves. Motivated by internal and external forces,
we run to win. But we must be cautious. The legitimate desire
for excellence can easily drive us to excess.
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The Problem

We are surrounded by innumerable options. Gathered
around each of us 1s a massive array of alternatives. Some
must be done, others can be put off. Some are bad, others are
good. Some tend to deceive us. Others try to motivate us. And
the supply is ever-increasing—tending to overwhelm us. We
are overstimulated, overchallenged, overexposed. And if we
don’t watch out, we can become overcommitted.

p. 19

Now granted, there still must be a case where we are able to
say “yes” somewhere and then say “no” when it’s necessary to
say “no.”

Probably one of the most refreshing illustrations of giving that
1s not money was in a book by Dr. Bob Pierce. Dr. Bob Pierce
founded World Vision. There are a couple of books written
about him—one very positive and one quite negative because
seemingly he was so consumed in the ministry that he forgot
his marriage and his family. And that has been very hurtful.
There have been some serious ramifications from it. He died of
leukemia and has since gone to be with the Lord.

But before he died he had one thing that he wanted to do and
he had about a year to live. He wanted to go down to
Kalimantan in Borneo. And this is what happened when he
got there:

(Bob Pierce: This One Thing I Do by Franklin Graham &
Jeanette Lockerbie)
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While he was there, on his way down to the river, he noticed a
girl lying on a bamboo mat and asked Bob Williams what she
was doing there. Bob Williams explained that she was dying of
a form of cancer and had very few days to live. Dr. Bob’s anger
flared. “How come this girl is lying down there in the mud
when she could be up there in that nice, clean clinic?” ...

Borneo Bob explained that this girl was a jungle girl and
preferred to be near the river where it was cooler, that she
had specifically asked to be placed there for the day. Bob
Pierce’s heart broke. He went over to the girl, knelt down
beside her, held her hand, and, rubbing her forehead, he
prayed for her. After he prayed, she looked up and said
something to him. He turned to Borneo Bob, who translated
what she had said, explaining that with her disease and the
unbearable pain she was unable to sleep and was saying, “If I
could only sleep again, if I could only sleep again!” Bob Pierce
began to cry, for he himself was dying of leukemia and had
less than a year to live, and he knew what it was to be unable
to sleep. He reached into his pocket and grabbed his bottle of
sleeping pills. He gave it to Bob Williams and said, “You make
sure she gets a good night’s sleep from now on.” Dr. Bob knew
that he would have to [spend] another ten days before he
could get to Singapore and replace his medication—he knew
that he would have to forfeit ten nights of sleep for this little
girl.

By the time Dr. Bob arrived at his home in California,
there was a letter waiting for him from Bob Williams stating
that this girl had died and that one of the last things she had
sald was, “Please thank that kind man who gave me this
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medicine so that I could sleep.”
p. 180

We look at that kind of thing and we realize we run into those
kinds of situations every day but we have an opportunity to
die ourselves for the benefit of someone else. And may God
cause us to reflect that same Christlike love. Paul is asking
that of the Corinthians, for these poor saints in Jerusalem.

v. 13 For this is not for the ease of others and difficult
circumstances for you, but as a matter of equality—

“This 1s not for the ease of others and difficult circumstances
for you, but as a matter of equality—"

He’s saying, “Now look. I'm not asking you to give so
somebody else can flourish and you have difficult
circumstances.”

Now that’s the sad thing about giving today, isn’t it? We see
some of these Christian organizations that have air-
conditioned dog houses and so many other things that just
make us climb the wall when they take the widow’s mite! And
that 1s not equal! And it’s not equality and it’s not
stewardship! God help us to be delivered from such cases.

We’re not being asked to give and to make difficult

circumstances for ourselves, but as a matter of equality. If the

church were functioning properly right now—universal—there

would be funds for ministry. Paul’s saying it’s a give-and-take
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in this whole business of giving.

We share and we share alike. And we’re not being asked to do
something to make i1t difficult! But to help some others who
are really in destitute straits.

v. 14 at this present time your abundance being a
supply for their need, in order that their
abundance also may become a supply for your
need, that there may be equality;

“at this present time your abundance being a supply for their
need, in order that their abundance also may become a supply
for your need,”—and he repeats it—“that there may be
equality in this;”

v. 15 even as it has been written: “He who gathered
much did not have too much, and he who gathered
little had no lack.”

“even as 1t has been written: ‘He who gathered much did not
have too much, and he who gathered little had no lack.”

Where did that come from? Back in the book of Exodus,
chapter 16.

Remember the story when Moses came to the people and said,

“You're going to have meat in the evening and you're going to

have manna during the day”? And when the people went out

and gathered it, some people gathered a whole lot and some
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people gathered a little. But he who gathered a lot didn’t have
any left over and he who gathered a little had enough.
Everybody was taken care of. (see Exodus 16:11-27)

Of course some of the people went out and tried to gather
more and tried to keep it overnight in violation of the principle
and 1t didn’t work. And then he says, “Now y’all go out and
collect double on Friday so that you won’t have to go on
Saturday.”

Some of them showed up on Saturday—there wasn’t any out
there. God has a way of making provision on His terms for
equality.

“Whatever a man sows, that shall he also reap.” (ref.
Galatians 6:7)

This 1s where we’re going to stop. We're going to see sowing
sparingly and reaping sparingly—sowing bountifully and
reaping bountifully—as the apostle goes on to unfold the rest
of his argument on giving.

Now these are the lessons we got out of these verses:

Lesson #1: The Corinthians were abounding in every area
except for giving.

Lesson #2: The sincerity of our love 1s demonstrated when we
begin to give.
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Whatever that is.

Lesson #3: Jesus Christ 1s our example, who gave His life, that
we might have the gift of salvation.

Lesson #4: He became poverty-stricken for us.
Lesson #5: It 1s to our advantage that we learn to give.
Lesson #6: God delights in finishers.

They waited a whole year in their negligence and He would
delight in them finishing.

Lesson #7: Our giving should be in proportion with what we
have.

Lesson #8: The undergirding principle in giving is for equality.
Lesson #9: What a man sows, that shall he also reap.
Our Daily Bread addressed the same issue. It says this:

Shall the great Judge say,
when my task is through
that my soul had gathered some riches too?
Or shall at last it be mine to find
That all I had worked for,
I have left behind?
(source unknown)
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When we live for it here and now, it becomes very painful to
part from 1t. And when we live and put things over there, we
g0 to our treasure. We don’t leave it behind.

We can’t take our money to heaven, but we can make an
investment for eternity.

That’s hard 1sn’t 1t? We have to make some decisions, and
they’re hard decisions to make as to what we’re going to do.
But it 1s a responsibility that each of us have to do that
personally and privately.

Bob Boardman was a Marine who was shot by a Japanese
sniper on the island of Okinawa in World War II. He lost his
voice box as a result of being shot and he also lost part of his
hand. Bob Boardman came back to the United States only to
be able to speak in a whisper and felt God call him to Japan as
a missionary. He spent 30 years there, sacrificially giving of
himself to the people who were considered the enemy.

And in his book Higher Honor he talks about the privilege of
being made into the kind of bamboo that would be right. He

says some bamboo is made into pulp, but some go through a

very, very difficult process. And as a result they’re made into a
very special square bamboo that 1s used as pillars and very,

very expensive Japanese furniture. And he says this is what
happens:

(Higher Honor by Robert Boardman)
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Bamboo can serve mankind most effectively only when it
dies. This 1s also true of the Christian. When we die to self-
love and selfish interests, our usefulness is multiplied in the
hands of the Master Farmer.

In our lives as Christians, God applies His rough forms
and ropes to conform us to the image of His Son, Jesus Christ.
In some lives there is also the extra suffering of the mud
mixed with acid. The pressure, the darkness inside the forms,
and the searing, burning pain of [the] acid is almost more
than we can bear. We cry out for freedom and relief as we see
other people around us apparently untouched.

For those who pray “not my will, but Thine be done,” it
may mean the difference between becoming pulpwood and
becoming a beautiful square bamboo pillar of great worth. To
be made conformable to Christ’s death 1s, 1n some measure, to
tread the path the He trod on His way to the Cross.
pp. 57-58

John 12:24

Except a kernel of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it
abides alone. But if it dies, it brings forth much fruait.

And one of the realms that manifests death 1s an open hand
and a freedom from possessions.

Father, we thank You for Your Word. Thank You that Paul

talks about grace, Your unmerited favor toward us. Thank

You that You've acted toward us as a great giver. You've given
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us life eternal. You've given us an inheritance that’s reserved
for us. Help us as loving and grateful people to demonstrate
the sincerity of our love and the fact that we are willing to
give. Teach us how to do that. Thank You that this story has a
good ending. The Corinthians respond and they give to help
the poor saints in Jerusalem. Please Father, help us to sort
out the many opportunities and to be faithful stewards and to
be up to date in the area of our giving. In Jesus’ name we
pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS:

Turning Tough Times into Triumph

“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage”

Study Number Fifteen — 2 Corinthians 8:7-15

v. 7 But just as you are abounding in everything, in faith and
utterance and knowledge and in all earnestness and in the love we
inspired in you, see that you abound in this gracious work also.
v. 8 I am not speaking this as a command, but as proving through
the earnestness of others the sincerity of your love also.

v. 9 For you are knowing the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
He being rich, for your sake became poor, in order that you
through His poverty might become rich.

v. 10 And I am giving my opinion in this matter, for this is
advantageous for you, who were the first to begin a year ago not
only to do this but also to desire to do it.

v. 11 But now finish doing it also; that just as there was the
willingness to desire it, so there may be also the completion of it by
your ability.

v. 12 For if the willingness is present, it is acceptable according to
that which a person may have, not according to that which he is
not having.

v. 13 For this is not for the ease of others and difficult
circumstances for you, but as a matter of equality—

v. 14 at this present time your abundance being a supply for their
need, in order that their abundance also may become a supply for
your need, that there may be equality;

v. 15 even as it has been written: “He who gathered much did not
have too much, and he who gathered little had no lack.”
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QUESTIONS:

1. Read 2 Corinthians 8:7-15 and in your own words pull
out the main thought of this passage.

2. In what ways are the Corinthians abounding, according
to verse 77

3. What does Paul want them to abound in, according to
verse 77

4. What does giving demonstrate, according to verse 8?
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5. How 1s the Lord Jesus Christ described as a giver, according
to verse 9?

6. What are the Corinthians challenged to do in verse 11?

7. What 1s Paul striving for, according to verse 14?

8. How 1s giving described in verse 157

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particulaz
study?

LESSON #1: The Corinthians were abounding in every area
except for giving.

LESSON #2: The sincerity of our love 1is demonstrated when
we begin to give.

LESSON #3: Jesus Christ is our example, who gave His life,
that we might have the gift of salvation.

LESSON #4: He became poverty-stricken for us.
LESSON #5: It 1s to our advantage that we learn to give.
LESSON #6: God delights in finishers.

LESSON #7: Our giving should be in proportion with what
we have.
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LESSON #8: The undergirding principle in giving is for
equality.

LESSON #9: What a man sows, that shall he also reap.
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