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A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS: 

Turning Tough Times into Triumph 

“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage” 

Study Number Sixteen – 2 Corinthians 8:16-9:5 

Colson wrote a book called Who Speaks for God? And in the 

book he quotes Vernon Grounds who says: 

(Who Speaks for God? By Chuck Colson) 

“We are sinfully concerned with bigness—with budgets, buses, 

buildings and baptisms.” 

(source unknown) 

And he’s right. We’re spending so much time on the success 

syndrome.  

Edward Bratcher wrote a book called The Walk-on Water 

Syndrome—it’s just to the ministers of course. He says: 

(The Walk-on Water Syndrome by Edward B. Bratcher) 

Nathanael Guptill writes that the idol which the New 

Testament called “mammon” has the name today of “success.” 

The worship of this idol symbolizes everything phony, shallow, 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



2 

 

empty, and inhuman about our culture. The cult of the 

beautiful people described in TV commercials who consume 

cosmetics, beer, cigarettes, soap, and crunchy breakfast food, 

who wear smart clothes, drive flashy cars, and “get ahead” in 

life is the great false religion of our day. A great many 

Christians and a great many pastors are secret adherents of 

this religion, but few will admit it; and many are torn apart 

inside because, although they profess a slushy form of 

Christianity, they know that deep down they really want more 

than anything else to be young, rich, beautiful, strong, and 

sexy. 

p. 150  

 

And that’s the truth when we look at the overall picture of 

what we’re facing in the church of Jesus Christ today. 

 

Joseph Aldrich wrote a book called Love for All Your Worth 

and in it he asks a very serious question: 

 

(Love for All Your Worth by Joseph C. Aldrich) 

 

 Suppose you have forty years to live. If so, you are faced 

with an incredibly crucial question. And I frankly believe this 

is the question that you—and I—must wrestle with now if we 

are going to finish our lives satisfied. The question is this: 

When you come to the end of your life and have nothing but 

death to look forward to and nothing but memories to look 

back upon, what will you need to see to conclude that your life 

was a success and you are satisfied? 

p. 16  
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Having thought that through very carefully, then we 

rearrange our priorities so that we can come to that time 

satisfied that we did a good job. 

 

He goes on to use the graphic story of a man in Luke chapter 

12: 

 

(Love for All Your Worth by Joseph C. Aldrich) 

 

 In the twelfth chapter of this gospel, Luke recounts his 

Lord’s description of a businessman who thought he had 

answered the satisfaction question. Mr. Businessman/Farmer 

was an agricultural tycoon. He belonged to the Million Dollar 

Round Table. Undoubtedly his Dun and Bradstreet rating was 

superb, his line of credit in six figures. A well-balanced 

financial portfolio adequately covered all the bases for the rest 

of his life. His pot was full! 

 But the Master Teacher describes the “mid-life crisis” 

which caught this wealthy entrepreneur by surprise…and 

unprepared. The agricultural business had treated him well. 

Because he had reaped bountifully, he anticipated a satisfying 

second half of life. “You’ve got it made!” the man told his soul. 

“Bank account’s bursting, future’s wired…and you’re rolling in 

the chips. So relax. Enjoy. Prepare yourself for the ‘good life.’ 

You’ve worked hard, it’s your turn.” Didn’t he deserve it? He 

had worked hard! It was time to cash in and turn on. 

 Almighty God, however, put his life on fast forward. There 

would be no second half. No time to build new barns. No time 

to contemplate a new chariot and a sun-splashed retirement. 
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Eminently prepared to live, Mr. Farmer was unprepared to 

die. 

 And God called the man a fool. 

 Unexpectedly, in the midst of the night, a terrible pain 

rips through his chest. He cries out in pain and fear. A heart 

attack? Is this it? The end? It is. A sad voice rings out through 

the misty darkness settling over his soul, “You fool, this very 

night your soul is required of you.” 

p. 17  

 

The apostle Paul has had to change from Christian LIVING to 

Christian GIVING. He’s writing to a church who had promised 

a year ago that they were going to give toward the relief of the 

saints, and they haven’t done anything about it.  

 

And so the apostle takes these two chapters out of the heart of 

this epistle to challenge them to do what they need to do for 

others. And the principles that come out of it are incredible. 

They are things that instruct us and teach us, and some of the 

things in our study are just absolutely up-to-date with what’s 

happened. 

 

Now he first of all uses the illustration of the Macedonian 

Christians in the north—that’s 250 miles north of Corinth. 

These Christians are from Philippi, Thessalonica and Berea, 

as far as we know. And they have sacrificially given 

themselves first to the Lord, and then they have given of their 

means way beyond their ability, and they begged for the 

opportunity to do so. That is joyous giving. 
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Then he turns from that illustration, and the one we had in 

our last study, was the illustration of the Lord Jesus Christ 

who is the greatest Giver of all. Remember our verse? 

 

2 Corinthians 8:9 

 

…though He was rich, yet for our sakes he became poor, that 

we through His poverty might be made rich. 

 

Remember how much Jesus loved Mary, Martha and Lazarus? 

It’s obvious that they had a house and that was really the only 

place He could go and visit, share and feel understood and 

cared for. So that’s the reason why the two miles from 

Jerusalem to Bethany seems very, very short. He loved to go 

there and experience what normal individuals experience. 

 

Though He was rich, yet for our sakes He lived at a poverty 

level that we might be made rich. 

 

 

Now our last study ended with a quotation from the book of 

Exodus. When Moses was talking about the manna, and as he 

summarizes that statement he says: 

 

Exodus 16:18 

 

Even as it has been written: “He who gathered much did not 

have too much, and He who gathered little had no lack.” 

 

And that’s where we stop.  
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Now what we’re going to do is we’re going to introduce the 

delegation that Paul appoints to take care of this offering, get 

it ready and get it together so he can join them and they can 

take it to Jerusalem.  

 

So basically Paul is going to introduce to us THREE 

WONDERFUL MEN, and there are some great things in their 

lives and some principles here.  

 

1. The first man we’re going to meet is TITUS in verses 16-

17. 

 

2. Then we’re going to meet a SECOND BROTHER who’s 

not named, in verses 18-21. 

 

3. And then a THIRD BROTHER in verses 22-24 who is not 

named. 

 

Let’s get into it. It is really going to be fun. 

 

v. 16 But thanks be to God, who is putting the same 

earnestness on your behalf in the heart of Titus. 

 

“Thanks be to God, who is putting the same earnestness on 

your behalf in the heart of Titus.” 

 

When the apostle says “thanks be to God,” that means he’s 

getting ready to sing the doxology. 
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Back in chapter 2, when Titus comes to him with a report 

from Corinth, he says:  

 

2 Corinthians 2:14 

 

thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph… 

 

He just praises God. And that’s what he’s doing here. 

 

“thanks be to God,”—he praises God for something—“who is 

putting the same earnestness”—or we can change that word to 

“concern.” 

 

Real, genuine, eager zeal, deep concern—“on your behalf”—the 

Corinthians—“in the heart of Titus.” 

 

Now let’s change those words a little bit to give a principle 

here. Let’s read the verse this way: 

 

“Thanks be to God, who is putting in the heart of Titus…” 

 

God is in the business of putting burdens in our hearts. If we 

are really sensitive to the Lord in our prayer time and in our 

study of the Word, a consequence of that is God is going to put 

burdens in our hearts. He’s going to lay concerns on us.  

 

Remember that verse in Isaiah: 

 

Isaiah 30:21 
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Mine ears shall hear a word behind thee saying, “This is the 

way walk ye in it. When you turn to the right hand and to the 

left.” 

 

That’s putting things in our heart. That’s the same thing we 

say when we say: 

 

Proverbs 3:5, 6 

 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, lean not on your own 

understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him [and while 

we’re doing that] He will direct your path. 

 

God is in the business of putting things in our hearts. Has He 

been trying to put something in our heart today and we’ve 

been too busy to sit down and listen? We have to be still. We 

have to be quiet. We have to spend time with Him for Him to 

put these things in our heart. And He’s delighted that Titus 

has the same concern for the Corinthians that Paul does and 

it’s been put in his heart by the Lord. 

 

v. 17 For he not only accepted our appeal, but being 

himself very earnest, he went to you of his own 

accord.  

 

“For he not only accepted our appeal, but being himself very 

earnest, he went to you of his own accord.” 

 

Now there are THREE THINGS about Titus right there that 

makes us look forward to meeting him when we get to glory.  
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1. He’s SENSITIVE, 

 

2. he’s SELF-MOTIVATED, and 

 

3. he’s a SERVANT. 

 

How’d we get all that out of that verse? Alright, let’s go back 

and look at it for just a second. 

 

1. He’s SENSITIVE—why? He accepted Paul’s appeal to the 

Corinthians. He realized Paul needed help and he was willing 

to be involved and so he’s sensitive to needs. 

 

Some people are so selfish they’re never sensitive. They never 

really do recognize what they ought to do until it’s too late. 

And for Titus he’s extremely sensitive. 

 

2. He’s SELF-MOTIVATED—now what’s that mean? He is 

being very earnest. He’s intense. He has churning inside of 

him. A deep desire to be used by God in the Corinthian 

situation. 

 

3. He’s a SERVANT—why? He went of his own accord. He 

didn’t have to be coerced. He didn’t have to be begged and ask, 

“Hey, would you take on this assignment?” No. He went “of his 

own accord.” 

 

Wouldn’t it be great to have an employee like that? Sensitive, 

self-motivated, servant—someone with a resume like that 
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would win any job. To be sensitive to what the employer 

wants, he’s self-motivated and doesn’t have to be told all the 

time, and he’s a servant. He delights to serve. That’s Titus. 

 

Number one on this thing is really something, isn’t he? We 

have to have a guy of good reputation when we start dealing 

with money. And Titus is the first one. 

 

Now look at the second one. He’s not named, we’re going to be 

courageous enough to name him, okay? And if we get up there 

and we find out we’ve made a mistake, that’ll be fun. Because 

we’ll find out who the real second man was. That’ll be alright, 

won’t it? 

 

v. 18 And we sent along with him the brother whose 

fame in the things of the gospel has spread through 

all the churches.  

 

“And we sent along with him the brother whose fame in the 

things of the gospel has spread through all the churches.” 

 

Well who is the second fella?  

 

“we sent along with [Titus] the brother” 

 

Understand who Dr. Luke was? Dr. Luke was a man who’s 

famous for the FOUR Cs: 

 

1. his CHARACTER, 
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2. his COMMITMENT, 

 

3. his COMPASSION, and 

 

4. his COURAGE. 

 

Why?  

 

1. He was famous for his CHARACTER—why?  

 

Dr. Luke was chosen by the Spirit of God to author the gospel 

of Luke and also the book of Acts. And the Spirit of God knows 

the hearts of men. And to have picked a man with such 

scintillating character, such beauty to behold, He would have 

picked a man who was above reproach. And Dr. Luke was that 

man. 

 

2. He’s a man of COMMITMENT—why? 

 

He left his medical practice to serve the Lord full-time. Put 

aside medical school and everything else, left his practice, 

threw in the towel because he wanted to serve the Lord. 

 

3. He’s a man of COMPASSION. 

 

He extended Paul’s life by a number of years by being his 

personal physician. Paul had all kinds of physical problems. 

The apostle Paul had his ministry extended because he had 

his own personal physician. 
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4. He was a man of COURAGE. 

 

Paul didn’t go through all that without being a man of 

courage. And many times he traveled with the apostle. 

 

Remember in the book Acts we have that little phrase 

“we…we…we…”? Whenever we see the word “we” it was Dr. 

Luke along with them.  

 

And when we read that in the book of Acts it’s like he had the 

Macedonian vision. But “we” left to go to Macedonia, so Luke 

traveled with him extensively. 

 

“we sent along with him the brother whose fame…has spread 

through all the churches.” 

 

Isn’t that a nice thing to say about somebody? To commend 

him, to say these nice things, to affirm him, to encourage him. 

Ever had anybody do that? We can live a month on some of 

that stuff, can’t we? When somebody really affirms and 

encourages—says a cheering word. 

 

In 1 Thessalonians we read this: 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:11-18 

 

Therefore, encourage one another, build up one another, just 

as you also are doing. But we request of you, brethren, that 

you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and 

have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction, and 
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that you esteem them very highly in love because of their 

work. … 

 

He says: 

 

“whose fame…has spread through all the churches.” 

 

Now why doesn’t Paul mention the names? So many times he 

just talks about the brother, the two women, the yoke fellow, 

but he fails to mention the name. 

 

Robert Schuller in his book The Be (Happy) Attitudes says all 

of us go through five stages in life: 

 

(The Be (Happy) Attitudes by Roberts Schuller) 

 

The first stage is: Who is Hugh O’Brian? [That’s] where you 

begin your journey… 

 The second [stage] is: Get me Hugh O’Brian. [You’re 

starting to taste success.]  

 The third state is: Get me a Hugh O’Brian type. That’s 

when you’re really successful—[and] they can’t afford you but 

they want [one] like you. 

 The fourth stage is: Get me a young Hugh O’Brian. [And 

you all know what that is. We’re getting older.] … 

 The fifth stage is: Who is Hugh O’Brian? 

pp. 102-3  

 

He doesn’t mention the names here. 
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Now look at what he says about him. He goes on to say 

something else nice about him in verse 19. 

 

v. 19 And not only this, but he also was appointed by 

the churches to travel with us in this gracious 

work, which is being administered by us for the 

glory of the Lord Himself, and to show our 

readiness,  

 

“And not only this, but he also was appointed by the churches 

to travel with us” 

 

“See, I gather here.” 

 

“in this gracious work, which is being administered by us for 

the glory of the Lord Himself, and to show our readiness,” 

 

There are THREE PREPOSITIONS there. Let’s play with 

those for a minute. 

 

1. “by,” 

 

2. “for” and 

 

3. “to.” 

 

“by us for the glory…to show our readiness,”—there’s the 

heart of the message. 

 

He’s been “administered by us for the glory” of who? The glory 
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of the Lord.  

 

“and to show our readiness,”—what’s that mean? 

 

It means that when we become a Christian, we’re ready and 

available to meet needs. One of the ways we can really test 

our Christianity is, are we ready and available when 

legitimate needs are presented? And we have a longing desire 

to help meet those needs. That’s an indication of being a 

believer. 

 

Like the readiness of the believers in Macedonia, he wants 

them to know in Achaia that they too must be ready and 

available to meet needs. 

 

v. 20 taking precaution that no one should discredit us 

in our administration of this generous gift;  

 

“taking precaution that no one should discredit us in our 

administration of this generous gift;” 

 

It’s just absolutely phenomenal when we look at some of the 

things that are happening around us and how we are the 

laughing stock of the world. Both MORAL and MONEY.  

 

What does Paul do? He says: 

 

“[I’m] taking precautions that no one should discredit us in 

our administration of this generous [fund];” 
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Now what would that mean? If he were discredited in this 

project, he would be collecting this for: 

 

1. PERSONAL BENEFIT.  

 

That would be one thing. He would want something personal 

out of it. 

 

Secondly, there would be: 

 

2. NO ACCOUNTABILITY. 

 

He would just take the money, go to Jerusalem without any 

accountability to anybody. 

 

And thirdly, to: 

 

3. PROMOTE HIS OWN PROGRAM. 

 

He could have poured some of this money into Paul’s 

missionary tours without anybody knowing anything about it. 

But he takes careful steps to see to it that he is not discredited 

and put in that kind of position.  

 

How does he do that? He chooses three fantastic guys and 

we’re going to meet the third one in just a second. But he’s 

taking these precautions. And when taking precautions and 

handling money like this—which is a large amount of 

money—to help people in need, there are FIVE UNWRITTEN 

RULES: 
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1. Paul has to ascertain NEED.  

 

Is it a legitimate need? He’s already answered in the collection 

that he’s taking. 

 

2. Secondly, the distribution must be administered by 

EQUALITY.  

 

We can’t just give a whole big truckload to one guy and let 

somebody else stay poor. There has to be a giving that is 

spread about and there has to be equality in meeting need. 

 

3. And then thirdly, Paul needs to make it clear to them that 

there are going to be EXPENSES in delivering this money.  

 

He can’t just take his American Express card and buy sailing 

tickets for four individuals to go to Jerusalem for nothing.  

 

They’re going to have to be honorable in saying there are 

expenses involved in getting from here, 750 miles away to 

Jerusalem. 

 

4. He has to be careful as to who the RECIPIENTS are.  

 

Who is going to get this money? And do they actually have a 

need and are we meeting the need by what we’re giving them 

and doing for them? 

 

Individuals are never in Christian work very long but when 
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they get bombarded with emergencies. “Oh if you’ll just give a 

$100 I can get to so-and-so where I can call so-and-so and 

when I get my job I’ll send it back to you.” They just hear 

these stories all the time to the point where they just get 

hardened. And when testing out the story they realize they 

just go from church to church to fleece the saints in what they 

do. And we have to use very careful scrutiny about what we’re 

doing in this regard.  

 

5. And then finally, there have to be a set of GUIDELINES 

FOR DISTRIBUTION.  

 

How is the money going to be given to them? Is it going to be 

given by check? Is it going to be given, put it in the First 

National Bank of Jerusalem and then write checks against the 

account until it’s finished? Or how are they going to handle 

that distribution of the fund? 

 

All that is an unwritten policy to keep us from being 

discredited. 

 

Look at verse 21. Isn’t that great?  

 

v. 21 for we are taking into consideration what is 

morally right, not only in the sight of the Lord but 

also in the sight of men.  

 

“we are taking into consideration what is morally right, not 

only in the sight of the Lord but also in the sight of men.” 
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It’s “what is morally right…in the sight of the Lord but also in 

the sight of men.” 

 

Want to hear how Phillips translates that? Sometimes he 

grabs the words just right and says it just perfectly: 

 

“Naturally we want to avoid the slightest breath of criticism 

in the distribution of their gifts, and to be absolutely above-

board not only in the sight of God but also in the eyes of men. 

 

We have two fellas so far in our delegation. And then he did 

this little deal here in these two verses to tell us that when 

we’re handling money we have to be careful.  

 

Okay, now we’re going to go back and pick up the third man 

on the team at verse 22. 

 

v. 22 And we sent with them our brother, whom we 

often tested to be diligent in many things, but now 

even more diligent by reason of his great 

confidence which he has in you.  

 

“And we sent with them”—Titus and Dr. Luke—“our brother, 

whom we often tested to be diligent in many things, but now 

even more diligent by reason of his great confidence which he 

has in you.” 

 

This is probably TROPHIMUS. 

 

Trophimus was finally left ill in Miletus. This man is really a 
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TROPHY—no pun on the words. He is a great individual. He 

has sacrificially served at the side of the apostle Paul and he 

fits here. 

 

Notice what it says? 

 

“whom we often tested to be diligent” 

 

If we were “tested to be diligent” in our Christian life, where 

would we get the test? In the THREE Ws: 

 

1. in our WALK, 

 

2. in our WARFARE, and 

 

3. in our WORK. 

 

Let’s test our WALK for a minute. How about our walk with 

the Lord? Have we been in the Word today and have we 

prayed? We’re testing our diligence here. 

 

How about our WARFARE? Understand that? We all have 

war on three fronts: 

 

1. the WORLD, 

 

2. the FLESH, and 

 

3. the DEVIL. 
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Is the world squeezing us into its mold? Is the flesh rising up 

to resist the Spirit of God? Is the devil getting fiery darts 

through the shield of faith and landing on target? That’s 

WARFARE. 

 

What about our WORK? We WALK WITH THE LORD and we 

WORK FOR THE LORD. Are we doing our work joyfully and 

heartily as unto the Lord and not unto men?  

 

These are the areas where he’s been tested in diligence and 

they have “great confidence” in this man to be the third 

member of the team. 

 

Hans Selye has written a book called Stress Without Distress. 

Listen to this: 

 

(Stress Without Distress by Hans Selye) 

 

It is much more important to work at perfecting yourself and 

thereby ensure your usefulness no matter what fate does to 

you. A great economist, artist, or scientist, or first-rate 

machinist or plumber rarely has difficulty finding a job if some 

political or religious persecution drives him out of his country 

penniless. Remember that no matter what your degree or title, 

your highest rank is the reputation of your name. You are as 

valuable and secure as past accomplishments and present 

capabilities have helped to make you; in other words, you are 

worth as much as your ability to earn your neighbor’s love. 

p. 131  
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Trophimus passed. He was found to be “diligent” in these 

things and so put him on the team as the third member of the 

finance delegation. 

 

Verse 23—now he comes back to Titus which is normal. 

 

v. 23 As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow-worker 

among you; as for our brethren, they are 

messengers of the churches, a glory to Christ.  

 

“As for Titus,”—he’s on the staff—“he is my partner and 

fellow-worker” 

 

We see Titus in the council at Jerusalem giving his testimony 

as an uncircumcised Greek who’s become a Christian. We see 

him on the island of Crete and the book of Titus is written to 

him while he’s there in that ministry. Then we see him in 

Corinth here and the man is a tremendous individual. 

 

And then he says this: 

 

“as for our brethren,”—the other two guys—“they are”—

WHAT?  

 

TWO THINGS: 

 

1. “they are messengers of the churches,” 

 

2. “a glory to Christ.” 
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Isn’t that great? Are we “a glory to Christ”? Did we wake up 

this morning with a smile on our face because we knew the 

Lord had won? Did He say good morning? Were we living 

yesterday in view of the fact that we wanted to be a “glory” to 

Him today and just have that joy? 

 

That isn’t far from the truth, is it?  

 

“Well done thou good and faithful servant,” huh? “This is my 

beloved Son in whom I’m well pleased!”  

 

The apostle Paul consumed his whole life with Philippians 

1:20 in his mind: 

 

Philippians 1:20 

 

according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I shall not 

be put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ 

shall even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by 

life or by death. 

 

He finds his great fulfillment in being “a glory to Christ.” 

 

v. 24 Therefore openly before the churches be showing 

them the proof of your love and of our reason for 

boasting about you.  

 

“Therefore openly before the churches be showing them the 

proof of your love and of our reason for boasting about you.” 
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TWO COMMANDS: 

 

1. “showing them the proof of your love” and 

 

2. “[show them] our reason for boasting about you [there].” 

 

Now how do we show someone “the proof of your love”? Well, 

we take care of them. We get involved in meeting their needs. 

 

J. Vernon McGee has a classic here. He says: 

 

(II Corinthians by J. Vernon McGee) 

 

 I’m afraid there are a great many Christians who are like 

the young fellow who wrote to his girl: “I would cross the 

widest ocean for you. I’d swim the deepest river for you. I 

would scale the highest mountain for you. I’d crawl across the 

burning sands of the desert for you.” Then he concluded with a 

P.S.: “If it doesn’t rain Wednesday night, I’ll be over to see 

you.”  

p. 105  

 

That’s it, isn’t it?  

 

“proof of your love” 

 

We’re going to look at these last five verses in chapter 9, as 

the chapter break comes, is the PURPOSE behind sending a 

delegation. 
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We already know that it’s so Paul will not have to be 

personally involved in the funding and all of that. It’ll already 

be collected and everything will be in readiness when Paul 

comes and they take the offering to Jerusalem. These three 

men are in charge of the responsibility of collecting these 

funds. And aren’t they a great group—the THREE 

MUSKETEERS. 

 

9:v. 1 For it is superfluous for me to be writing to you 

about this ministry to the saints;  

 

“For it is superfluous for me to be writing to you about this 

ministry to the saints;” 

 

Why? 

 

“it is superfluous” to write about something that we already 

know what we’re supposed to do. If we’re really a Christian, 

we’re already aware of the believer’s responsibility to be 

involved in meeting legitimate needs.  

 

So “it is superfluous for me to be writing to you about this” 

again. 

 

v. 2 for I am knowing your readiness, of which I am 

boasting about you to the Macedonians, that Achaia 

has been prepared since last year, and your zeal 

stirred up the majority of them.  

 

“for I am knowing your readiness, of which I am boasting 
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about you to the Macedonians, that Achaia has been prepared 

since last year, and your zeal stirred up the majority of them.” 

 

Is that a powerful argument? Remember what we learned 

about the Macedonians? They were so zealous. What’s he 

telling them?  

 

He says, “Y’all down there in Corinth, do you know what I 

did? I used you as an illustration with them and that’s why 

they gave so sacrificially! I told them about you, that you 

already were zealous and ready a year ago to do this and so 

they just opened up their pocket books and they poured out 

this bountiful gift because of you!” 

 

Talk about putting the heat on. He doesn’t stop there. He has 

something else he wants to say to them. 

 

v. 3 But I sent the brethren, in order that our boasting 

about you may not lose its justification in this case, 

so that, just as I was saying, you may be prepared;  

 

“I sent the brethren, in order that our boasting about you may 

not lose its justification in this case, so that, just as I was 

saying, you may be prepared;” 

 

And then here comes the clincher. 

 

v. 4 lest if any Macedonians come with me and find you 

unprepared, we—(not speaking of you)—should be 

put to shame by this confidence.  
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“lest if any Macedonians come with me and find you 

unprepared, we—(not speaking of you)—should be put to 

shame by this confidence.” 

 

“It could be that when my ship lands at Neapolis and I 

stopped through Philippi to say hello to everybody, and 

Thessalonica and Berea on the way down to y’all, some of 

those fellas might say, ‘Hey, I want to travel with you Paul 

and see those people down in Achaia that you’ve been 

bragging about!’ If y’all are not ready you’re going to be 

embarrassed!”  

 

That’s the way Paul was. He was a good administrator! He 

does exactly the same thing with Philemon. 

 

Philemon is probably a wealthy businessman, either in the 

Lycus Valley or in Ephesus, somewhere there in the area. And 

he has a slave, after he becomes a Christian, who hates 

Christianity. And he steals from his master and he heads to 

Rome. He gets picked up on a drug trip or something, put in 

prison and he’s right next door to the apostle Paul. And Paul 

led Philemon to the Lord and now he leads Onesimus to the 

Lord, and he writes a letter and sends it back. 

 

Philemon has the option to kill him if he can get his hands on 

him, because they could kill slaves without it being any kind 

of federal offense. When the slave comes back with this letter 

from Paul, he says, “Accept Onesimus as though you’d accept 

me.” (ref. Philemon 1:17) But then he says at the last of the 
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letter, “Get the prophet’s chamber ready. I’m probably going to 

come by to see you. I’m just going to come in and check on you 

and you certainly don’t want to be embarrassed.” (see 

Philemon 1:22)  

 

That’s silly when we think about funds and being ready. What 

about the coming of the Lord? What if He came right now?  

 

Is 1 John 2:28 true of each of us? 

 

1 John 2:28 

 

And my little children, abide in Him, so that if He should 

appear, we may have confidence and not shrink away from 

Him in shame at His appearing. 

 

What about the guy with one talent, when the other guy with 

five got five and the other guy with two got two? And the guy 

with one was totally unprepared. (see Matthew 25:24-30) 

 

In essence that’s what he’s saying.  

 

He says: 

 

“lest if any Macedonians come with me and find you 

unprepared, we—(not speaking of you)—should be put to 

shame by this confidence.” 

 

v. 5 Therefore I thought it necessary to urge the 

brethren that they should go on ahead to you and 
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arrange beforehand your previously promised 

bountiful gift, that the same might be ready as a 

bountiful gift, and not a gift that is grudgingly 

granted by greed.  

 

“Therefore”—last verse—“I thought it necessary to urge the 

brethren that they should go on ahead to you and arrange 

beforehand your previously promised bountiful gift, that the 

same might be ready as a bountiful gift, and not a gift that is 

grudgingly granted by greed.” 

 

Paul doesn’t want anything to do with people who 

“grudgingly” give out of their greed.  

 

“Forget it,” he says. “I want this to be a joyful experience and I 

want it to be bountiful.” 

 

Now giving is described in FIVE WAYS in that passage. It’s 

called: 

 

1.  “a gracious gift,” 

 

2.  “a generous gift,” 

 

3.  “a ministry to the saints,” 

 

4.  “a bountiful gift,” and 

 

5.  “a gift.” 
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These are the five ways he refers to STEWARDSHIP here in 

these verses that have come under consideration. 

 

Now why is it that we don’t do better in our giving? Why is it 

that it’s so hard to face this responsibility and do what is 

right? 

 

V. Raymond Edman in his Disciplines of Life says it best: 

 

(The Disciplines of Life by V. Raymond Edman) 

 

 The Discipline of Duty is not easy nor light, its 

performance is painful and perilous, but its culmination is 

delight. 

p. 253  

 

That’s just like the Lord.  

 

Hebrews 12:2 

 

Who for the joy set before Him, endured the cross, despising 

the shame as He gave His life. 

 

It was joyful anticipation of the results. That’s when the joy 

really comes—when we give. 

 

If we would be challenged to reexamine our priorities and our 

stewardship of time, our talents and our treasures, we’re 

going to be a lot happier and a more fulfilled individual 

because we’ve really come to grips with the teaching of these 
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chapters. 

 

Joe Aldrich tells the story of Richard Revere who was a writer 

for the New Yorker for many years. He wrote an article called 

“Final Reports” just before he died in 1979. And this is what 

he says: 

 

(Love for All Your Worth by Joseph C. Aldrich) 

 

If I were applying for employment, I would have to describe 

myself as having spent the last year staving off death as a 

fireman puts down flames. 

 

Oh, but I hate it…and [I] fear it and [I] find few words that 

reach the depths of my feelings…my character is being altered 

in ways I find unbearable to record. I seem to myself to 

become pettier and meaner and more selfish by the hour. 

p. 119  

 

Remember where we started? What is it that’s going to make 

us satisfied when we have nothing but death to look forward 

to and memories to look back on? What is it?  

 

It’s going to be a person who is a generous individual, who has 

followed these principles of being a blessing to others and 

being a generous giver.  

 

Now these are the lessons we got out of the passage.  
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Lesson #1: God is in the business of putting things in our 

hearts. 

 

Please be still and know that He’s God and discover some of 

those burdens and concerns that He puts on our heart. 

 

Lesson #2: Titus is a sensitive, self-motivated servant. 

 

What a goal and objective.  

 

Lesson #3: Giving is considered a gracious work. 

 

Lesson #4: It is a good policy to be taking precautions when 

dealing with money. 

 

Lesson #5: An important principle of handling money is to be 

certain that one is morally right, not only in the sight of the 

Lord, but also in the sight of men. 

 

Lesson #6: Are you diligent in your walk, your warfare, and 

your work? 

 

As we evaluate our Christian life, are we diligent in our walk, 

our warfare, and our work? 

 

Lesson #7: Are you concerned about being a glory to Christ? 

 

Lesson #8: God is not interested in a gift that is grudgingly 

granted by greed. 
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Timothy Dwight was the first president of one of the Ivy 

League schools. Back in the 18th century, in his final address 

to his graduates, he spoke these words: 

 

(Spiritual Awakening, Sherwood Eliot Wirt, editor) 

 

 Trust then, His word with undoubting confidence; take 

His hand with humble gratitude, and with all your heart obey 

His voice, which you will ever hear, saying, “This is the way, 

walk therein.” In sickness and in health, by night and by day, 

at home and in [the] crowds, He will watch over you with 

tenderness inexpressible. He will make you lie down in green 

pastures, lead you beside the still waters, and guide you in 

paths of righteousness for His Name’s sake. He will prepare a 

table before you in the presence of you enemies, and cause you 

cup to run over with blessings. When you pass through the 

waters of affliction He will be with you, and through the rivers 

they shall not be overflow you. When you walk through the 

fire you shall not be burned, neither shall the flame kindle on 

you. From their native heavens He will commission those 

charming twin sisters, goodness and mercy, to descend and 

“follow you all your days.” 

 But if you wish God to be your guide and your friend, you 

must conform to His pleasure. Certainly you cannot wonder 

that the infinitely Wise One should prefer His own wisdom to 

yours, and that He should choose for His children their 

allotments, rather than leave them to choose for themselves. 

That part of His pleasure which you are to obey is all summed 

up in the single word duty, and it is perfectly disclosed in the 

Scriptures. The whole scheme is so formed as to be plain, easy, 
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profitable, and delightful—profitable in hand, delightful in the 

possession. Every part and precept of the whole is calculated 

for this end, and will make you only wise, good, and happy. 

p. 153  

 

God is never a debtor to anyone. When we are faithful to give, 

God is going to bless. He’s not necessarily going to bless us 

materially. There are so many other wonderful ways for Him 

to bless us as a result of our giving. 

 

Dr. Bob Pierce  founded World Vision. He made a statement 

and entered into a deal with God at the beginning of his 

ministry. He told God “take care of my lambs and I’ll take care 

of yours.” That is not the right foundation to build a ministry. 

We obviously understand that.  

 

Dr. Pierce was away from his family for many, many months 

at a time. One of his daughters committed suicide as a result 

of this neglect. And his wife nearly divorced him. In fact, they 

were separated for four years before he died. Now can a man 

who sacrificially gives himself to children and to missionaries, 

pouring himself 24 hours a day into lives and dying a 

premature death of leukemia be blessed by God for the 

sacrifices in which he gave?  

 

Marilee Dunker, one of his daughters, wrote a book on the 

subject called Days of Glory, Seasons of Night. At his funeral 

Marilee spoke and this is what she said: 

 

(Days of Glory, Seasons of Night by Marilee P. Dunker) 
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 “There was a time, not long ago, when my father, said to 

me, ‘We’ll be united in heaven, Honey. Our family will be 

together in heaven, all of us, perfectly. But I don’t ever think 

it will happen here on earth.’ At that time it had been nearly 

four years since we had been together as a family. 

 “But as you listen to what these wonderful men have said 

about my father, his ministry, and the work God did through 

him, I think you have to know that God wasn’t going to let it 

end like that. You see, all aspects of life are important to God. 

 “And he was concerned with that little part of Daddy that 

belonged to us, too. And four days before Jesus took him home, 

my family was reunited. 

 “My father arranged for a beautiful hotel suite and called 

all of us and said, ‘Come be with me.’ Oh, it was a holy 

evening. It was a miracle of God. It was family. We laughed 

and joked and for the first time in over four years, my parents 

embraced. For us to see that, the reconciliation, the 

restoration, the victory over the vicious attempt of the enemy, 

was a miracle. 

 “I’m proud of my father. I said to my parents that 

evening, and I’ll say to you and to them once again because I 

know Daddy’s listening, ‘Thank you for being our parents. 

More than that, thank you for being willing to be so wounded, 

to give so much for the kingdom of God.’ 

 “You see, everybody gets hurt. Everybody suffers in this 

world. But so many people suffer for no reason, for nothing of 

lasting significance or consequence. I’m proud that what we 

gave was for this cause, that Jesus might be glorified. And I 

praise Him for His faithfulness.” 
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pp. 170-71  

 

Father, we come to You and with Jeremiah of old as he looked 

at the wreckage of the land of Judah and the sin of the people. 

That he could still stand and face You on a brand-new day and 

say, “Your compassions fail not, they’re new every morning. 

Great is Your faithfulness.” Father, we know that the more we 

give and the more we turn loose of those things which possess 

us, You’re going to bless. Help us to think seriously about the 

time that we are going to die and what it’s going to take in 

order to feel satisfied that we ran a good race. Please Father 

from these principles lifted from 2 Corinthians, may Christian 

hearts be edified and built up. May the joy of the Lord be their 

portion and their strength. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS: 

 

Turning Tough Times into Triumph 

 

“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage” 

 

Study Number Sixteen – 2 Corinthians 8:16-9:5 

            NOTES 

 
v. 16 But thanks be to God, who is putting the same earnestness 

on your behalf in the heart of Titus. 

v. 17 For he not only accepted our appeal, but being himself very 

earnest, he went to you of his own accord. 

v. 18 And we sent along with him the brother whose fame in the 

things of the gospel has spread through all the churches. 

v. 19 And not only this, but he also was appointed by the churches 

to travel with us in this gracious work, which is being 

administered by us for the glory of the Lord Himself, and to show 

our readiness, 

v. 20 taking precaution that no one should discredit us in our 

administration of this generous gift; 

v. 21 for we are taking into consideration what is morally right, 

not only in the sight of the Lord but also in the sight of men. 

v. 22 And we sent with them our brother, whom we often tested to 

be diligent in many things, but now even more diligent by reason 

of his great confidence which he has in you. 

v. 23 As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow-worker among you; 

as for our brethren, they are messengers of the churches, a glory to 

Christ. 

v. 24 Therefore openly before the churches be showing them the 

proof of your love and of our reason for boasting about you. 

9:v. 1 For it is superfluous for me to be writing to you about this 

ministry to the saints; 

v. 2 for I am knowing your readiness, of which I am boasting about 

you to the Macedonians, that Achaia has been prepared since last 

year, and your zeal stirred up the majority of them. 
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            NOTES 
v. 3 But I sent the brethren, in order that our boasting about you 

may not lose its justification in this case, so that, just as I was 

saying, you may be prepared; 

v. 4 lest if any Macedonians come with me and find you 

unprepared, we—(not speaking of you)—should be put to shame by 

this confidence. 

v. 5 Therefore I thought it necessary to urge the brethren that they 

should go on ahead to you and arrange beforehand your previously 

promised bountiful gift, that the same might be ready as a 

bountiful gift, and not a gift that is grudgingly granted by greed. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read 2 Corinthians 8:16-9:5 and in your own words pull out 

the main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. Characterize Titus and what he did, according to verse 17. 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the purpose behind this project, according to  

verse 19? 
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4. How did Paul work with his close associates, according to 

verse 22? 

 

 

 

 

5. How is Titus described in verse 23? 

 

 

 

 

6. What two things does Paul know about the Corinthians, 

according to verse 2? 

 

 

 

 

7. Why is he sending the brethren, according to verse 3? 

 

 

 

 

8. Why are the brethren to go on ahead to Corinth, according 

to verse 5? 
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9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: God is in the business of putting things in our 

hearts. 

 

LESSON #2: Titus is a sensitive, self-motivated servant. 

 

LESSON #3: Giving is considered a gracious work. 

 

LESSON #4: It is a good policy to be taking precautions when 

dealing with money. 

 

LESSON #5: An important principle of handling money is to 

be certain that one is morally right, not only in the sight 

of the Lord, but also in the sight of men. 
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LESSON #6: Are you diligent in your walk, your warfare, and 

your work? 

 

LESSON #7: Are you concerned about being a glory to Christ? 

 

LESSON #8: God is not interested in a gift that is grudgingly 

granted by greed. 
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