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A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS: 

Turning Tough Times into Triumph 

“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage” 

Study Number Seventeen – 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 

The apostle Paul established the church of Corinth while he 

was on his second missionary journey. He preached there for 

18 months. And during these 18 months a lot of chaotic things 

happened in the city, but above and beyond all that, many 

people came to know the Lord. 

Ray, when he speaks on 1 and 2 Corinthians, says: 

“It would be better titled First and Second Californians 

because Corinth was like San Francisco. It was a sex-

saturated society and the people there were terribly immoral.” 

(source unknown) 

The apostle, when he writes 1 Corinthians, deals with a whole 

series of problems in that church. Second Corinthians is the 

other side of Paul. It’s the side of Paul that we don’t ever get 

to see in any of the other letters. It shows us a man who hurts. 

It shows us a man who cries. It shows us a man who feels 

deeply. 

And as he writes the second letter to the Corinthians, it’s to do 
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several things: 

 

1. It’s to COMFORT them because they’re really hurting. 

Chapter 1 deals with comfort. 

 

2. In chapter 2 he has to deal with the problem of their 

CRITICISMS of him. 

 

3. In chapter 3 he gets into the whole business of 

RESTORING this brother who needs to be restored in the 

body of Christ. And he does a beautiful job with that. 

 

4. He talks about LAW and GRACE.  

 

5. And then he says, “How does a Christian grow?” The 

principle is TRANSFORMATION by CONTEMPLATION. As 

we behold the Person of Christ, we begin to be made like Him. 

 

6. And then when we get to chapter 6 and 7 he starts talking 

about what really makes CHRISTIAN CHARACTER.  

 

Christian character is never revealed by what we’ve acquired, 

but by what we’ve been through. God allows the trauma and 

the suffering and the difficulties in our lives to produce 

Christian character. And too many times we think that’s 

because God is mad at us. That is not a biblical concept. 

 

Now the apostle, when he gets to chapters 8 and 9, it’s almost 

like these two chapters are a parenthesis. Paul had such a 

loving concern for wherever people were. He always tried to do 
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things to help meet their needs. Isn’t that refreshing? To have 

somebody in the ministry who cares about somebody who’s 

under economic stress and wants to help them rather than 

have their hand-out. 

 

Paul was always like that. We don’t see Paul taking offerings 

and making big financial pitches for the ministry that he’s 

having. Instead we see him sitting down in a prison and 

writing a letter: 

 

Philippians 4:11 

 

I have learned to be content in whatever state I am. 

 

What an incredible thing. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if some of 

these seedy evangelists would focus on the Mamertine prison? 

We can almost see a man sitting at the desk saying, “Don’t 

send any money. I have learned in whatever state I am, 

therewith to be content. I’ve learned to be hungry. I’ve learned 

to be full.” That was the apostle Paul. 

 

And so as a result of that, a lot of his friends in Jerusalem 

were suffering. There was worse economic collapse than we’ve 

had in our lifetime. And the apostle set up what he called the 

R.O.T.S. Fund—the Relief of the Saints Fund. And 

everywhere he went he told them that they could give to this 

fund if they wanted to. He was going to send this money on to 

Jerusalem to help those people. 

 

And the people in Corinth really got on a bandwagon about a 
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year ago. They said, “We want to be in on this action.” And 

they didn’t do anything about it. So in chapters 8 and 9 Paul 

talks about giving. And this is the last part of chapter 9. It 

contains the key principle on the whole realm of giving. 

 

Paul, as he starts chapter 8, uses the Macedonians as an 

illustration. These people are north about 250 miles from 

Corinth. They are in worse condition than the people in 

Jerusalem, but they begged for an opportunity to give to help 

in this fund. And so Paul says, “The Macedonians gave 

themselves first to the Lord and then they begged us to give 

and we told them not to give any more. They wanted to and 

were so generous.” 

 

And then he says, “You know the grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that though He was rich yet for our sakes He became 

poor, that we through His poverty might be made rich.” (ref. 2 

Corinthians 8:9) 

 

And then at the end of chapter 8 and in the first part of 

chapter 9, just before these verses, Paul says, “I am sending a 

delegation to Corinth to take care of this matter.” And the 

three guys in this delegation—one of them is named and the 

other two aren’t but we’ve already figured out who they are.  

 

The first one is Titus. He’s had a ministry in Corinth. He’s 

loved by the Corinthians so he’s the number one guy. The 

other guy is Dr. Luke who travels with Paul a lot and wrote 

the gospel of Luke and the book of Acts. And the third guy is 

Trophimus.  
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And so these three fellas have already headed toward Corinth. 

And as Paul sends the letter, he’s telling them he’s sending 

them on ahead.  

 

We need to ask ourselves: 

 

Is Jesus Christ Lord of our life? 

 

Now can we say YES that’s true?  

 

And if we have a lot of questions about that, then we need to 

make sure and to know deep in our heart that He is Lord. 

 

Now what does it mean—Christ is Lord of my life?  

 

This is what Walter Henrichsen says about making Him Lord 

of our family: 

 

(How to Disciple Your Children by Walter Henrichsen) 

 

 One by one give back to the Lord all of the things that are 

precious to you. Begin with your spouse. “Lord, You know how 

much my beloved means to me and the hole that would be left 

in my life if she were taken. But I acknowledge that she is a 

gift from You, and You can have her anytime You and Your 

wisdom want to take her.” 

 From there go to your children. Offer them back to the 

Lord, one at a time. Then surrender your health, your sight, 

the ability to reason, the absence of pain, etc. Next return to 
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Him all of your possessions, dreams, goals, hopes. Think about 

their importance to you, and then [with Isaac, take them up] 

Mt. Moriah [similar to what he did with his son Isaac]. 

p. 91  

 

That’s scary, isn’t it?  

 

Let’s make that personal. If He is really Lord of our life, then 

He is also Lord of: 

 

1. our TIME, 

 

2. our TALENTS, 

 

3. our TREASURES—our MONEY. 

 

All of these things belong to Him.  

 

So what we’re going to do in these next three studies, as we 

pursue this, we’re going to take a tour of our checkbook. Then 

in our next study we’re going to talk about our MIND—is He 

Lord of our mind, what we think? After that we’re going to 

talk about is He Lord of our TONGUE—the words we speak?  

 

And then we’re going to talk of some other practical 

ramifications of this and just let the Spirit of God take the 

Word. In chapter 12 is when we’re going to deal with the thorn 

in the flesh. 

 

We’re going to look at these remaining verses in chapter 9. 
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Notice the absence of several things: 

 

1. There is NO TITHE—We’re not under the Old Testament 

Law, we’re under grace. 

 

2. There’s NO PLEDGE CARD. 

 

3. There’s NO GUILT TRIP. 

 

4. There’s NO COMMAND or DEMAND. We never hear 

Paul demanding or commanding somebody to have to give or 

they’re going to be cursed. 

 

Now the absence of that is incredible. We don’t see that in 

either one of these two chapters, and yet the people 

spontaneously give.  

 

Now having said that, let’s take a look at the verses and 

recognize the fact that there is a day coming for every 

Christian where we’re going to stand before God. In the early 

chapters of 2 Corinthians we read: 

 

2 Corinthians 5:10 

 

We must all give account of our lives, the good and the bad, 

before God. 

 

What’s going to happen? The minute we die, if we’re a 

Christian, we’re going to get a computer printout and it’s 

going to be how we used our time, how we used our 
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possessions, and the condition of our wife if we’re a man, and 

the condition of our children (as husbands and wives). And 

there is going to be the basis for reward at the Judgment Seat 

of Christ and a recognition of the life we lived as a Christian, 

from the moment we came to know Him. 

 

And so this is a serious matter. There’s going to be 

ACCOUNTABILITY in the realm of our giving.  

 

Now having said that, let’s dig into the verses one at a time—

picking up at verse 6 and moving down to verse 15. 

 

v. 6 Now this I am saying: “He who is sowing sparingly 

shall also reap sparingly; and he who is sowing 

bountifully shall also reap bountifully. 

 

“Now this I am saying: ‘He who is sowing sparingly shall also 

reap sparingly; and he who is sowing bountifully shall also 

reap bountifully.” 

 

Now isn’t that free? It’s our choice! Each of us will not 

interfere with what the other is doing with our checkbook! 

 

The whole business is SOWING and REAPING. We decide 

what we want to do. And by what we sow, we’re going to reap. 

If we want to sow sparingly, that’s our own deal. We want to 

sow bountifully, that’s our own deal. That’s nobody else’s 

business. 

 

This is where we really get hung up. There are so many people 
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who are always running around testing everybody else’s fruit. 

Checking their lives for all the do’s and the don’ts that they 

permit in their lives. 

 

The Bible says: 

 

Romans 14:5 

 

Let each man be fully persuaded in his own mind. 

 

That’s our business. That’s our personal relationship with 

Him and what we permit in our life and what we take out of it 

is our business before God. And that’s not anyone else’s 

responsibility to be running around and checking what others 

are doing and what they’re not doing, and making a judgment 

on how spiritual or unspiritual someone is by the things they 

do or don’t do. 

 

And yet in the realm of giving, for some reason we have 

slipped a cog and we’ve missed the whole nine yards. And this 

is repulsive to some people, hearing of evangelists who sell 

air-conditioned doghouses and who own millions and millions 

of dollars in various places. And the fiasco of stewardship just 

blows us away!  

 

We need to see that there is a biblical principle. When all else 

fails, let’s go back to the instructions.  

 

“He who is sowing sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and he 

who is sowing bountifully shall also reap bountifully.” 
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Okay, we have two things in that verse. We have to “sow 

sparing” and “reap sparing.” And we have to “sow bountiful” 

and “reap bountiful.” 

 

What’s Paul hoping? He hopes that his trip to Corinth is going 

to be a trip to the bountiful. He wants those people to be 

people who really do give. 

 

God does not multiply and bless until we sow. And as we sow, 

He multiplies and blesses.  

 

Here’s a crisis. Christ has 5,000 people who He’s teaching. He 

checks with Philip who’s in charge of food service and He says, 

“How can we feed this multitude?” And Philip just goes up in 

smoke and he pulls out his menu planner and calculator and 

he says, “My goodness! A year’s salary wouldn’t give 

everybody a little bite!” 

 

And then Andrew comes walking up and he says, “I’ve got a 

little guy here with five loaves and a couple of fish! But what 

is this among so many?” 

 

When the boss gets serious and says sit down, there’s trouble 

coming. And the Lord took those five loaves and a couple of 

fish and He fed those 5,000 people and gave those twelve guys 

back twelve baskets full to show what He can do with 

resources that are placed at His disposal. 

 

Now he never commands and He doesn’t demand. He just 
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simply says, “You sow and you’re going to reap.”  

 

Psalm 126:5, 6 

 

They that sow in tears 

will reap in joy. 

He that goeth forth and weepeth, 

bearing precious seed, 

shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, 

bringing his sheaves with him. 

 

When gardening, just sow a few seeds and we have a 

bountiful, bountiful result. That’s the principle. We’re sowing 

in our life and we have sown some of our life today. Are we 

ready to face the printout on our life today? 

 

Galatians 6:7-9 

 

… God is not laughed at; for whatsoever a man soweth, that 

shall he also reap. … 

 

We can’t just put a little bit in the ground and expect we’re 

going to get a bountiful harvest. What we put in is what we’re 

going to get out. And he says the choice is ours. 

 

Verse 7 is the KEY VERSE in the whole Bible on giving. It is 

not the giving of the tithe that is the key principle. Here it is—

all else is secondary to the principle that’s in verse 7.  
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v. 7 Let each one do just as he has purposed in his 

heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God 

is loving a cheerful giver.  

 

“Let each one do just as he purposed in his heart; not 

grudgingly or under compulsion; for God is loving a cheerful 

giver.” 

 

Alright, let’s just rip that apart for a minute. 

 

“Let each one”—anybody excused in the group?  

 

A lot of businessmen will say, “Now God, if you’ll help me to 

land this deal and my ship comes in, I’m going to really bless 

You God! You will be on the map God if You’ll just tip it my 

way.” 

 

Now does that mean that until He tips it their way they have 

an excuse for not giving? A lot of guys think so. That’s not it.  

 

The person who comes to know Jesus Christ as Savior and 

accepts the greatest gift in the world, the gift of His Son that 

provides salvation. Immediately with that response goes our 

stewardship, and a responsibility to do what we can in turn. 

This is not exempting the ministries either. 

 

We have a great responsibility to see to it that we sow and 

we’re going to reap in the way we sow. 

 

“each one”—every one of us. 
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Remember how when we were in school we would say, “I can’t 

wait until I grow up and then I’ll be able to give too!” And now 

we’ve grown up and we haven’t gotten around to it yet!  

 

It just seems like it’s always going to be tomorrow, tomorrow, 

tomorrow. And it’s an area of neglect for most people. Is God 

putting the crimps on our checkbook? If we just take our 

checkbook and we look back on the last month, could we be 

happy with what we’ve done? Just think about it. 

 

What have we done for God in our stewardship in financial 

responsibility? Are we happy with what we see there? In view 

of what we’ve spent for ourselves, for our family, for 

everything else, have we done anything for God? Now that’s 

kind of a painful thought. 

 

Here he says: 

 

“Let each one…” 

 

Now look at the next phrase. Give the tithe—is that what he 

says? 

 

“do just as he has purposed in his heart;” 

 

That tells us TWO THINGS: 

 

1. it tells us it’s to be “PURPOSED” and 
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2. it’s to be PRIVATE. 

 

It’s what we purpose in our heart. Now some individuals can 

be very, very spiritual people, but can only give 2% and God 

knows that. Because they have an elderly mother and father 

that they’re supposed to take care of and God blesses them for 

doing that. That is spiritual ministry. 

 

And some people are raising children and have kids in college, 

and so they can’t give very much. But God knows that. That’s 

between each of us and God in our personal relationship with 

Him. 

 

And we’re not any less spiritual than some guy who gives 40% 

simply because he can. That’s something we purposed in our 

heart to do. This is our offering to God. An expression of love 

for what He’s done for us.  

 

“Let each one do just as he purposed in his heart;”—it’s 

private. 

 

But secondly, it’s “purposed.” We make a plan and then we 

work our plan!  

 

If every Christian would purpose what he’s going to give 

privately in his heart and start doing it, we would run some of 

these guys off of the television who come with these emotional 

stories and say, “If you don’t send in your $500 bucks, we’re 

going off!”  
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Who is it that those guys milk? It’s people who haven’t 

purposed their giving so they hear some tear-jerking story 

about something God told them to do and so they send in 

money to keep that kind of thing going. And that is not right, 

nor is it biblical. 

 

And if individuals personally and privately would purpose in 

their heart, they could turn on the TV and hear those guys tell 

a story about these children who are orphans and these unwed 

mothers and all this that’s got to be taken care of now and we 

can get up with a clear conscience and turn it off and say, “I’m 

sorry. My funds are already designated.” And we’re not put on 

a guilt trip for those kinds of things. 

 

That’s why it’s here. Plus, he’s not going to tell the 

Corinthians what they’re supposed to give.  

 

“Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart;” 

 

Now there’s a couple of NEGATIVES and a POSITIVE here.  

 

“not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God is loving a 

cheerful giver.” 

 

What does that mean “not grudgingly”? Guys know what that 

is. It’s time for a kick-off and the men just get home from 

church and they’re spread out, watching the TV. The game’s 

just getting ready to come on and the wife is rumbling around 

in the kitchen like crazy getting munchies and all of a sudden 

they have a little twinge of guilt. They say, “Honey, can I help 
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you?” And she says, “Yes!” And they say grudgingly, “Okay!” 

 

“Grudgingly” means “reluctant.” It means “half-hearted.” It 

means “unwilling” or “not in the mood.” 

 

“Okay, okay. I want some peace so I’ll do it!” Not that way. 

 

Secondly, “not…under compulsion.” 

 

Now what does that mean? Not under pressure, not under 

force, not under stress, not under demand.  

 

“Let each man do as he has purposed in his heart; not 

grudgingly or under compulsion;”—WHY?  

 

REASON—“for God is loving a cheerful giver.” 

 

Know any cheerful givers? If God is loving cheerful givers, are 

there any here?  

 

Understand what that Greek word really means? Sometimes 

the Greek word is carried over into English and it really gets 

the point. What’s the Greek word for “cheerful”? It’s 

“hilarious”—hilaros.  

 

God is loving a hilarious giver! That’s what God loves!  

 

One of the only times we see a hilarious giver is at Christmas. 

Can we find anybody who’s giving grudgingly or under 

compulsion at Christmas? We plan it, we have it figured out 
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what’s going to really make our spouse happy. It’s going to 

meet their needs and we’ve been working on saving money for 

it And we have it all figured out. How to get it to the house 

and get it all ready if we can wrap it, it’s going to be under the 

tree.  

 

Come Christmas morning, who’s under the tree? Santa Claus! 

And what does he have? Momma’s gift! He says, “Open it! 

Open it!” He’s hilarious! He’s shaking all over! “Look what I 

got!” And she says, “Oooh.” She loves it. That’s a hilarious 

giver. 

 

We can almost see God with a big smile on His face. For when 

He cared enough to give the very best, His Son, and He 

wrapped Him up in swaddling clothes and He laid Him in a 

manger, and He gave His life for us! That He would be thrilled 

when He can see the same characteristics in us, that we’re 

generous—we’re glad—we’re grateful—we’re good givers! 

That’s what giving is all about.  

 

It’s not materialistic. It’s not being put on a guilt-trip. And a 

lot of people give a lot of things that we don’t know anything 

about. They don’t just give their money. They sacrificially give 

their time and their talents. 

 

We have a choice. We can “sow bountifully” and we can “reap 

bountifully.” And we can “sow sparingly” and we can “reap 

sparingly.” That’s our choice. 

 

The principle is right there: 
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“Let each one do just as he purposed in his heart; not 

grudgingly or of necessity; for God is loving a cheerful giver.” 

 

There’s a humorous little story told about a conversation 

between a pig and a cow and it goes like this—this was in the 

Mobile, Alabama church paper: 

 

“A pig was lamenting his lack of popularity. He complained to 

the cow that people were always talking about her gentleness 

and her kind eyes, while his name was used as an insult. He 

admitted that cows give milk and cream, but he maintained 

that pigs give more. ‘Why, we give bacon and ham and 

bristles, and people even pickle our feet,’ he grumbled. ‘I don’t 

see why you cows are so highly esteemed.’ The cow thought 

awhile and then said gently, ‘Maybe it’s because we cows are 

giving while we’re living.’” 

(source unknown) 

 

Some of us would roll over in our graves if we knew what 

happened to the money we left behind! And the great joy is 

learning how to become hilarious givers while we’re living. 

 

J. Vernon McGee says this: 

 

(II Corinthians by J. Vernon McGee) 

 

 I know a wealthy man who was asked, “How in the world 

did you become so rich when you give so much away?” “Well,” 

he answered, “The Lord shovels it in and I shovel it out and 
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God has the bigger shovel.”  

p. 108  

 

In this passage we have SAD, MAD and GLAD givers—and 

the choice is ours.  

 

We’re SAD because we have to give “grudgingly.” We’re MAD 

because we have to give “under compulsion.” Or we’re a GLAD 

giver, which God loves because we’re a hilarious giver. 

 

Now notice in these two chapters the following things: 

 

The apostle calls giving “a gracious work,” “a generous gift,” 

“ministry to the saints,” “a bountiful gift,” and “a gift.” 

 

He calls it “sowing,” “giving,” “a good deed,” “scattered 

abroad,” “supplying,” “generosity,” “ministry,” “service,” 

“contribution.” All those titles are the kind of things that He 

puts on our material responsibilities. 

 

Now, notice verse 8—what happens? 

 

v. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, in 

order that always having all sufficiency in 

everything, you may have an abundance for every 

good deed;  

 

“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, in order 

that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have 

an abundance for every good deed;” 
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“God is able to make all grace abound toward you”  

 

Does God bless us for giving?  

 

“You send in your $10 bucks and I’ll send you back—or God 

will send you back $20 in an anointed billfold.”  

 

A lot of people use this verse as an illustration of that, and 

that is not what that means.  

 

“God is able to make all grace abound to you, in order that you 

having all sufficiency”—that is enough to meet our needs even 

after we’ve sacrificially given—“in everything, and you may 

have an abundance for every good deed.” 

 

God will always provide enough for us to do the good deeds we 

need to do and to meet our needs and take care of us. God has 

promised and is faithful to do that so that we “having 

sufficiency” will be able to do it. 

 

Now why isn’t it material things that are the blessing in 

return for scratching God’s back? 

 

v. 9 even as it has been written: “He scattered abroad, 

he gave to the poor, his righteousness is abiding 

forever.”  

 

“even as it has been written:”—now watch the words—“‘He 

scattered abroad, he gave to the poor,”—WHAT? 
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His bank account is bulging?  

 

“his righteousness is abiding forever.”’ 

 

Now that’s a quotation from Psalm 112. And when we go back 

to Psalm 112, we see the word “righteousness” twice. 

 

Psalm 112:3 

 

Wealth and riches are in his house, 

and his righteousness endures forever. 

 

Here it is: 

 

Psalm 11:9 

 

He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor, 

his righteousness endures forever; 

his horn is lifted on high. 

 

Here are some verses in the same area: 

 

Proverbs 11:24, 25 

 

One man gives freely, yet he gains even more; another 

withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. A generous man will 

prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed. 
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Ecclesiastes 11: 1, 2 

 

Cast your bread upon the waters, 

and after many days you will find it again… 

 

v. 10 Now he who is supplying seed to the sower and 

bread for food, shall also supply and multiply your 

seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your 

righteousness;  

 

“Now he who is supplying seed to the sower and bread for 

food, shall also supply and multiply your seed for sowing and 

increase the harvest of your righteousness;” 

 

We should not hold to the position that we can give money and 

expect that God is going to give us more money in return. It is 

righteousness that results.  

 

Want to know what grace and righteousness are?  

 

Who can measure the treasure that is? And the indelible 

impact it makes on our life when we have a little part in 

bringing blessing to somebody else? That’s the harvest of 

righteousness. Let’s get our minds off of what we’re going to 

get in return. Let’s get our minds off the sacrifices we’re 

making with the things that God has given to us and let’s 

learn what it is to decide what we’re going to give and then to 

give it. 

 

The focus here in these verses is upon a “HARVEST of 
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righteousness.”  

 

We “sow sparingly,” we “reap sparingly.” What do we do when 

we sow? We expect a harvest, don’t we?  

 

Okay, what’s the harvest from our sowing? The harvest from 

our sowing, which is in verse 6, is our “harvest of 

righteousness” down here in verse 10.  

 

Now what is a “harvest of righteousness”? Are there any 

verses in scripture that talk about harvest and that talk about 

righteousness? Yes.  

 

Isaiah 32:17 

 

The work of righteousness shall be peace, and the effect of 

righteousness, quietness and assurance forever. 

 

Remember those verses in Psalm 126? 

 

Psalm 126:5, 6 

 

They that sow in tears 

will reap in joy. 

He bears precious seed, 

he shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, 

bringing the evidence of his harvest with him. 

 

It’s the FRUIT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
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Jeremiah 8:20 

 

The summer has ended, the harvest is past and we are not 

saved. 

 

There’s righteousness. There are people who don’t know 

Christ even though we worked hard, even though we touched 

as many lives as we could.  

 

The Lord says, “the harvest is plenty but the laborers are 

few!” There aren’t many to go out there and to confront and 

touch lives. That’s the “harvest of righteousness.” 

 

v. 11 you will be enriched in everything for all 

generosity, which through us is producing 

thanksgiving to God.  

 

“you will be enriched in everything for all generosity, which 

through us is producing thanksgiving to God.” 

 

How are we going to be enriched? If it’s not going to be by 

more money in the bank for what we gave, then what is it 

that’s going to enrich us? 

 

Ever thought how thrilled we are when we do something 

right? Just the joy of obedience. God says this is a 

responsibility for a believer. Then isn’t there joy in doing the 

right thing? Isn’t there just a well-spring up in our gut when 

we say no to something that could cause us to compromise our 

convictions? Don’t we feel good inside? 
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Well that’s how we’re “enriched” when we give. And then the 

satisfaction that we know we did something to help somebody. 

And the third, and the biggest one of all, is the letter and the 

warm fuzzies we get from the people we helped.  

 

v. 12 For the ministry of this service is not only fully 

supplying the needs of the saints, but also is 

overflowing through many thanksgivings to God.  

 

“For the ministry of this service is not only fully supplying the 

needs of the saints, but also is overflowing through many 

thanksgivings to God.” 

 

He says, “Everybody’s singing the doxology around here! We’re 

thanking God for supplying needs and all that’s taking place.” 

 

v. 13 Because of the approved character of your service 

they are glorifying God for your obedience to your 

confession of the gospel of Christ, and the 

generosity of your contribution to them and to all,  

 

“Because of the approved character of your service they are 

glorifying God for your obedience to your confession of the 

gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution to 

them and to all,” 

 

He’s saying, “Put your money where your mouth is. And what 

you confess with your mouth, you actually did. You were 

generous and you met needs.” 
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v. 14 while they also, by prayer on your behalf, are 

yearning for you because of the surpassing grace of 

God in you.  

 

“while they also, by prayer on your behalf, are yearning for 

you because of the surpassing grace of God in you.” 

 

The Biblical Illustrator had an interesting little account that’s 

worth sharing: 

 

[It’s] about a devout Christian by the name of William Sewall. 

He once entered a meeting on behalf of foreign missions just 

as the men who had taken an offering were returning to their 

seats. Noting his arrival, the chairman asked the respected 

[old] saint to lead in prayer. The old gentleman rose to his feet 

hesitatingly, and then stood there as if he had not heard the 

request. It was repeated in a louder voice, but still no 

response. All this time Sewall was fumbling in his pockets. 

Finally he pulled out some money, slowly walked to the front, 

and put it in the collection plate. The chairman, thinking he 

had not been understood, said, “I didn’t ask you to give, 

Brother Sewall, I asked you to pray.” “Oh, yes,” [said Brother 

Sewall], “I heard you. But I [really] can’t pray [until] I’ve 

given.” 

(from Our Daily Bread, March 5, year unknown) 

 

How can we feel comfortable coming into God’s presence and 

begging Him for this and asking Him for that, and asking Him 

to bless this and to bless that when selfishly we don’t care 
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enough to be involved as faithful stewards? He says, “I can’t 

pray until I’ve actually given.” 

 

Isn’t it great we get to end with the best verse in the Bible—

verse 15?  

 

v. 15 Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!  

 

“Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” 

 

That Greek word means “I can’t put it into words.”  

 

“I can’t tell you how special that gift is—the gift of Jesus 

Christ.”  

 

He ends with the greatest gift. And he says: 

 

“Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” 

 

That little phrase, “Thanks be to God,” is used THREE TIMES 

in 2 Corinthians. Want a little devotional for a group? Here’s 

one. 

 

2 Corinthians 2:14 

 

Thanks be to God who is leading us… 

 

And then in chapter 8 it’s: 
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2 Corinthians 8:16 

 

Thanks be to God, who is putting things…in our hearts. 

 

And now: 

 

“Thanks be to God for His gift!” 

 

And that’s the basis for hearing it. God will lead us. God will 

put it in our heart and we do it privately. That’s our personal 

business on the basis of what kind of a harvest we want to 

have. 

 

The greatest giver in all the world is God. His hand is 

outstretched with the gift of His Son and there will be great 

joy in heaven if we’ll respond and receive the gift of His Son. 

 

We need ask the questions: 

 

Have you come into a relationship with Him?  

 

Or is your whole life built on the performance premise?  

 

We have to give our tithe, we have to go to church, we have to 

sacrifice, we have to go here, we have to go there.  

 

That isn’t where it’s at. It is in a personal relationship with 

one who loves us unconditionally and who gave the very best 

that He had. He gave His Son and all He asks is it’s all 

wrapped up in love—take it as a gift. It’ll change our life. 
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There are a number of lessons we get from the passage. 

 

Lesson #1: Think over the kind of harvest that you want and 

then give accordingly. 

 

Lesson #2: When you are giving, you are sowing in view of a 

harvest. 

 

Lesson #3: The New Testament principle of giving is, “Let 

each one do just as he purposed in his heart.” 

 

Lesson #4: God is loving a glad, generous, grateful giver. 

 

Lesson #5: We are reflecting His likeness when we give. 

 

Lesson #6: God is able to make all grace abound toward us. 

 

And He does.  

 

Do we believe God controls the events in our life? God is able 

to use experience to speak to individuals when He confronts 

them with truth. 

 

Lesson #7: God does not multiply seed which we do not sow. 

 

Lesson #8: We have the promise of enrichment for our 

generosity. 
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Lesson #9: Our Christlike character is revealed in our 

stewardship. 

 

Lesson #10: We are being obedient to the confession of the 

Gospel when we give. 

 

Lesson #11: Thanks be to God Who is always leading us, Who 

is putting into our hearts, and Who is giving us an 

indescribable gift. 

 

(Building Life on the Promises by Robert D. Foster) 

 

Dr. Henry Smith Leiper, a leader in the American Bible 

Society, has given us a wonderful picture of the world by 

reducing proportionately all the people of the earth into a 

theoretical town of 1,000. He tells us it would look something 

like this: 

 In this town there would be 60 Americans; the remainder 

of the world would be represented by 940 persons. This is the 

proportion of the United States to the population of the 

world…60 to 940. The 60 Americans would possess half of the 

income of the entire town, with the 940 dividing the other 

half. 

 About 330 people in the town would be classified as 

Christian; 670 would not. Fewer than 100 would be Protestant 

Christians, and some 230 would be Roman Catholics. At least 

80 townspeople would be practicing Communists, and 370 

others would be under Communist domination. White people 

would total 303, with 697 non-white. 

 Half of the 1,000 would never have heard of Jesus Christ 
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or what He taught. On the other hand, more than half would 

be hearing about Karl Marx, Lenin, Stalin and Khrushchev. 

 The 60 Americans would have an average life expectancy 

of 70 years; the other 940 averaging less than 40 years. The 

Americans would have an average of 15 times as many 

possessions per person as all the rest. The Americans would 

produce 16% of the town’s total food supply. Although they eat 

72% above the maximum food requirements, they either eat 

most of what they grow, or store it for their own future use at 

enormous cost. 

 Since many of the 940 non-Americans in the town would 

be hungry most of the time, it could lead to some ill feeling 

toward the 60 Americans, who would appear to be enormously 

rich and fed to the point of sheer disbelief by the majority of 

the townspeople. 

 The American families would be spending at least $850 a 

year for military defense, but less than $4 a year to share 

their religious faiths with other people in the community. 

(source unknown) 

 

God never makes a mistake in what He has to say to us. Can 

we be still and let Him be God for just a minute? 

 

“That as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 

become the Sons of God.” (ref. John 1:12) 

 

As Christians, the Word of God has told us with a purpose in 

our heart, let’s let God take a tour of the checkbook and know 

we do have fiscal accountability before Him. And decide what 

we want to do personally and privately and then to do that 
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without anybody knowing about it. Not even letting our left 

hand know what our right hand is doing, as Jesus spoke of in 

the Sermon on the Mount. It’s between each of us and Him 

what we want to do. But it’s a responsibility for each of us as 

Jesus Christ is Lord of our possessions. 

 

Father, we’re living in a pretty lonely world. It’s pretty 

broken, it’s pretty selfish and there’s an awful lot of hurts. 

Help us to rise above that and to bring some healing to people 

who just need us to love them—who need us to care about 

them, who need us to give ourselves to them. May it begin 

with our wives and our mates, expand to our children and to 

our brothers and sisters in the body of Christ, and to the other 

people that don’t know Him. Help us to demonstrate Your 

character in the attitudes which we display and the life which 

we live before others. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS: 

 

Turning Tough Times into Triumph 

 

“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage” 

 

Study Number Seventeen – 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 

 

            NOTES 
v. 6 Now this I am saying: “He who is sowing sparingly shall also 

reap sparingly; and he who is sowing bountifully shall also reap 

bountifully. 

v. 7 Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not 

grudgingly or under compulsion; for God is loving a cheerful giver. 

v. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, in order that 

always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an 

abundance for every good deed; 

v. 9 even as it has been written: “He scattered abroad, he gave to 

the poor, his righteousness is abiding forever.” 

v. 10 Now he who is supplying seed to the sower and bread for 

food, shall also supply and multiply your seed for sowing and 

increase the harvest of your righteousness; 

v. 11 you will be enriched in everything for all generosity, which 

through us is producing thanksgiving to God. 

v. 12 For the ministry of this service is not only fully supplying the 

needs of the saints, but also is overflowing through many 

thanksgivings to God. 

v. 13 Because of the approved character of your service they are 

glorifying God for your obedience to your confession of the gospel of 

Christ, and the generosity of your contribution to them and to all, 

v. 14 while they also, by prayer on your behalf, are yearning for 

you because of the surpassing grace of God in you. 

v. 15 Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 and in your own words pull out 

the main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What is the principle of giving stated in verse 6? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does Paul challenge the Corinthians to do about  

their personal giving, according to verse 7? 

 

 

 

 

4. What is God able to do, according to verse 8? 

 

 

 

 

5. What is the result of faithful stewardship, according to 

verse 9? 
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6. What are the Corinthians promised, according to verse 11? 

 

 

 

 

7. What two things happen, according to verse 12, when we 

are faithful in our giving? 

 

 

 

 

8. What does Paul thank God for in verse 15? 

 

 

 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: Think over the kind of harvest that you would 

like to have, and then give accordingly. 

 

LESSON #2: When you are giving, you are sowing in view of a 

harvest. 

 

LESSON #3: The New Testament principle of giving is, “Let 

each one do just as he has purposed in his heart.” 

 

LESSON #4: God is loving a glad, generous, grateful giver. 

 

LESSON #5: We are reflecting His likeness when we give. 

 

LESSON #6: God is able to make all grace abound toward us. 

 

LESSON #7: God does not multiply seed which we do not sow. 

 

LESSON #8: We have the promise of enrichment for our 

generosity. 

 

LESSON #9: Our Christlike character is revealed in our 

stewardship. 

 

LESSON #10: We are being obedient to the confession of the 

Gospel when we give. 
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LESSON #11: Thanks be to God Who is always leading us, 

Who is putting into our hearts, and Who is giving us an 

indescribable gift. 

 

 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 




