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A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS: 

 

Turning Tough Times into Triumph 

 

“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage” 

 

Study Number Twenty – 2 Corinthians 11:1-15 

 

 

What we’re dealing with in this passage is the subject of 

KNOWING YOUR ENEMY—realizing the reality of Satan 

and his intervention in the world.  

 

All of us have a difference of opinion about that. Some believe 

that he does not exist. Others do have a very, very serious 

understanding that he does.  

 

He’s a highly spiritual being. According to Erich Sauer he’s: 

 

(The King of the Earth by Erich Sauer) 

 

…gifted with the highest intelligence, and though fallen, 

exceedingly powerful, whose existence cannot be in any way 

assailed by philosophy nor natural science. Since it is just in 

our world and in the universe immediately surrounding it that 

we observed disharmony, death and destruction, even a purely 

speculative contemplation of nature forces on us the 

conclusion that this world, and presumably the solar system 

connected with it, are the domain of this world-ruler and 

potentate. 
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(source unknown) 

 

Now what does he want? He wants authority. He wants 

worship. He would have loved more than anything in the 

world to have had Thomas in the Upper Room bow before him 

and say, “My lord and my god.” That would be the longing 

desire of his personality. 

 

In Isaiah 14 we have the description of him being an “anointed 

cherub” that falls and he says “I will be like the most high 

God. That’s what I want more than anything else.” (see Isaiah 

14:14) 

 

Presently he is a defeated foe, but this world is his domain. 

And we can see it in so many manifestations in the day in 

which we’re living. 

 

Now how do we put these four studies together?  

 

Our first question was: 

 

Have we made Him Lord of our checkbook? 

 

And we took a little walk through our possessions and asked 

ourselves some questions. 

 

And then we asked: 

 

Is He Lord of our mind? 
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“Bringing your thoughts captive to the obedience of Christ.” 

(see 2 Corinthians 10:5) 

 

Then we asked the question: 

 

Is He Lord of our tongue? 

 

We saw that the Corinthians criticized everything Paul wrote, 

everything he said and also how he looked. So what else was 

there left? The tongue had devastating effects.  

 

Paul is writing these last chapters himself. He’s picked up the 

pen. He’s so emotionally involved in it and he’s now writing to 

the Corinthians further. And so we’re asking a fourth 

question: 

 

How are we doing in our battle against Satan? 

 

We’re all probably saying, “Well, I don’t have any problem 

with that.” 

 

A confession like that from a believer probably indicates the 

fact that we don’t have any trouble because we haven’t 

bumped into him lately. We are going the same way as him, 

and that can create some pretty heavy ramifications.  

 

When we get serious about our walk with God and we start to 

get serious about a commitment to Him, the wheels are going 

to come off, the wagon’s going to turn over and we’re going to 

do a lot of running uphill into the wind.  
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Just talk to any Christian today who’s trying to live a credible, 

Christian life and they will say he is the highly motivated 

spiritual individual who wants to keep us from ever coming 

into the family of God—that’s his first purpose. Secondly, ever 

growing in a significant relationship with Jesus Christ. Those 

are the two things that he longs for. 

 

And if he’s accomplishing that purpose in our life, then we’re 

going to have to say, “Well, I better reexamine things.” 

 

The hope, as we look at these 15 verses, we’ll reexamine it and 

we’ll recognize the reality of his existence.  

 

Let’s pick up at verse 1. 

 

v. 1 I wish that you would bear with me in a little 

foolishness; but indeed you are bearing with me. 

 

“I wish that you would bear with me in a little foolishness; but 

indeed you are bearing with me.” 

 

Paul is expressing the fact that because he has to brag and 

because he’s boasting about his ministry in protecting himself, 

that that’s foolish. And that he really is being forced into this.  

 

And he tells us why in verse 2: 

 

v. 2 For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I 

gave you in marriage to one husband, that I might 
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present you to Christ as a pure virgin.  

 

“For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I gave you 

in marriage to one husband, that I might present you to 

Christ as a pure virgin.” 

 

 Let’s break those phrases out. 

“I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy;”—he means that 

he has such great love for the Corinthians that he’s really 

desirous of them. He’s desirous of their love and their devotion 

to Christ and their love and devotion to him and to the 

ministry. 

 

Is it alright to have “a godly jealousy”?  

 

Well there are many verses in the Bible that say God is a 

jealous God. Jealous in the sense that He longs for us and for 

single devotion to us. 

 

Exodus 20:5 

 

You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the 

Lord God, am a jealous God. 

 

Exodus 34:14 

 

Do not worship any other god, for the Lord, whose name is 

Jealous, is a jealous God. 

 

And through the book of Deuteronomy and in the book of 
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Joshua we also read in: 

Joshua 24:19 

…He is a holy God; he is a jealous God… 

Zechariah 1:14 

… ‘I am very jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion, 

How do we think God feels when we have botched up priorities 

and we let other things become more important in our 

relationship to Him? Inside He feels a real hurt and a real 

jealousy, because after all He loved us enough to take on 

Calvary for us. And the fact that we don’t care enough to be 

dedicated loyally to Him. 

And that’s what Paul’s saying. “I had that same love for you. 

I’m jealous for you with a godly jealousy—not the green kind 

of envy and jealousy that creates hatred that comes out of a 

selfish heart. But I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy.” 

And he tells us why: 

“for I gave you in marriage to one husband, that I might 

present you to Christ as a pure virgin.” 

It sure helps us understand what God’s original intention for 

marriage is. He wanted to present them to Jesus Christ 

undefiled in a relationship with Him, that their lives might be 

changed. 
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What Paul basically is saying is, “I’m afraid you’re going to be 

raped and seduced by some false teachers who are going to 

come into town and who are going to take you away from the 

purity and the simplicity of the gospel of Christ.”  

 

See the next verse? That’s exactly what he says. 

 

v. 3 But I am fearing, lest by any means, as the serpent 

deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should 

be led astray from the simplicity and purity of 

devotion to Christ.  

 

“I am fearing,”—"I’m really frightened about this,” he says. 

 

“lest by any means, as the serpent deceived Eve by his 

craftiness, your minds should be led astray from the simplicity 

and purity of devotion to Christ.” 

 

“I’m scared”—WHY? 

 

“lest by any means,” 

 

What does that tell us?  

 

“I am fearing, lest by any means,” 

 

That tells us that Satan will not stop at anything. That he is 

desirous “by any means” to accomplish his purpose. And he 

will use anything at his disposal to ruin our lives. 
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“lest by any means, as the serpent”—now what’s he talking 

about? 

 

“as the serpent deceived Eve” 

 

We go back to Genesis 3 and we see the serpent deceiving Eve. 

And as a result of that, he says to her: 

 

Genesis 3:4, 5 

 

“You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For 

God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, 

and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good 

for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining 

wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her 

husband… 

 

“lest by any means, as the serpent deceived Even”—HOW?—

“by his craftiness,” 

 

Oh he is so subtle. If you’re not a Christian, he’s accomplished 

his purpose “by his craftiness.” 

 

He’s caused so many in their cynicism and their agnosticism 

to deny that he exists and he’s just delighting with glee that 

they’re in that kind of position. And it makes us really fearful 

inside over his power and what he’s able to do. 
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But if someone is a Christian, out of fellowship with God, and 

they haven’t had any time in the Word today and they’re all 

bent out of shape and frustrated over everything that’s 

happened today, he’s accomplished his purpose in their life 

too. 

 

See the one thing that he wants more than anything else, is to 

keep us out of God’s family. Then once we get into God’s 

family, he wants to keep us childish and carnal. He never 

wants us to grow up into a deepening relationship where we 

find the joy and reality that is ours in Christ. He wants to 

keep us from that. 

 

So he’s very deceptive and he’s very crafty in accomplishing 

his purpose. And he’s terribly successful. 

 

Now one of the tools we see here is the: 

 

TOOL OF DECEPTION.  

 

That’s probably the biggest tool. There are some saying, “Boy 

you know, if I just really work my tail off and I really give my 

money and I go to church and I’m just really actively involved 

in all these things, everything’s going to be great. I can handle 

everything down here and when I check out and check in, 

God’s just going to be obligated to accept me. I just think 

everything’s going to be just fine. Just don’t bug me with all 

this Jesus stuff.” 

 

That’s total deception. And there are so many buying it and 
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it’s not right. It’s error. It’s the wisdom of the world. It’s 

certainly not the wisdom of God. 

 

There are a few other WEAPONS that he uses. They all start 

with D so it’d be easy to remember.  

 

1. DECEPTION. 

 

2. DISCOURAGEMENT. 

 

When we meet some people, it’s like everything is going wrong 

in their lives and they’re just totally discouraged and 

completely down. And we find Christians like this, who really, 

really look like they’ve been weaned on a dill pickle or 

something. Baptized in vinegar. They’re just really sad and 

they’re just walking around—they discourage not only 

themselves, but everybody around them.  

 

And then the third tool that he uses is: 

 

3. DEPRESSION. 

 

That’s where we start focusing on us and have a little pity 

party. And God’s raining on our parade and we have a real 

excuse for being down. And we’re depressed. 

 

And then the fourth one is a big number. He uses our: 

 

4. DESIRES. 
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He uses legitimate desires in wrong channels. Why is it that 

so many men get caught up with younger women? It’s using 

legitimate desires in a marriage relationship to put it into the 

wrong perspective. And he accomplishes his objective by 

destroying a marriage, destroying a family, and probably 

rendering ineffective for the rest of one’s life any credible 

ministry. He’s taking legitimate desires and distorting them 

and using them in the wrong and making them ugly—

something that God intended to be very, very beautiful. 

 

And Satan, if he will solicit our desires, will get us to go across 

a golden bridge because it seems wonderful, it seems exciting 

and oh so much fun. Sin is like that. And then once he gets his 

hook in us and he’s got us wiped out and we have all the other 

problems facing us at that time, then he leaves. That’s the 

way he works. 

 

And then the fifth word is: 

 

5. DEFEAT. 

 

If he ever comes to a point where we have failed, he will do a 

number on that thing for the rest of our life.  

 

“Oh you know something? Remember when you did that? God 

never forgave that! And you know you just got tricked again 

today! That’s just the way you are! You’re just a factory reject. 

Just accept the fact that God’s not ever going to be able to use 

you. Remember when you did it and you’ve done it again! Oh, 

God’s going to write you off.” 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



12 

 

 

Martin Luther faced that one day. He was sitting in his study 

and he saw Satan kind of in his mind’s eye come in and start 

writing all over the wall all his sins. And he just threw a 

bottle of ink at him and he said, “The blood of Jesus Christ 

cleanses from all sin.” That’s the only way he could get to 

victory, because here were all his defeats. 

 

And then then the sixth one is: 

 

6. DOCTRINAL DEVIATION. 

 

That’s getting us distracted off into fascinating sidetracks of 

doctrinal deviation, rather than steering a straight course to 

the purity and the simplicity of the gospel of Christ. 

 

Paul says, “You know I’m really scared. I’m scared that you’re 

going to be deceived.” 

 

Now, Satan never comes and says, “Good morning! I’m going 

to ruin your day.” He never says, “I want to mislead you! I 

want to seduce you! I want to turn your heart away from God! 

I want to ruin you for time and eternity!” That’s never the way 

he works. 

 

He always slithers in at the most inconvenient time—

convenient from his point of view—and fully tries to 

accomplish his purpose undoing what God wants. 

 

Now if we could say of Satan:  
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He is the GREAT ADVERTER. 

 

He loves to avert us away from that which is primary, to that 

which is secondary.  

 

For instance, we use the term ADVERTISEMENT, don’t we? 

And we love to be looking at the T.V. and know surely we only 

go around once in life so grab for all we can get.  

 

Joe Alrich says it well: 

 

(Love For All Your Worth by Joseph C. Aldrich) 

 

 Our culture floods us with lies. The very word 

advertisement means to “advert,” to lure away our attention 

by means of attractive—and often deceptive—claims. It isn’t 

true that if you use a certain brand of toothpaste you will be 

cruising the Caribbean in a beautiful yacht. It isn’t true that 

you can sleep around with multiple partners and enjoy a 

“good” life. It isn’t true that you can walk around sipping a 

cool drink from morning to night and stay sober, build healthy 

relationships, and find satisfaction in life. It isn’t true that 

buying a new car or a new home will ease eternal heartaches. 

It isn’t true that you can relegate your faith to the corners of 

your life and be a satisfied, fulfilled, productive person. 

p. 81  

 

That’s his number! 
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And another thing, he just delights to get us on is a material 

kick. We have to have the latest car. We have to have all the 

computerized stuff. We have to have the best boat, the biggest 

lake house. We get on this squirrel cage man and we make a 

few bucks and then we just keep going and going and going 

and we find out we’re dying in debt! Trying to pay off all the 

things that we’ve been living for, thinking we’re going to find 

happiness right out there at the next one! 

 

And that toy fades after we get it, then we get a brand new 

automobile. This is going to be the end of it! Big lie! But we’ll 

be happy! And three or four weeks later we have a little 

scratch on it, we’re so ticked we can’t stand it. And we kick it 

in the tire and we decide we want to try something else. And 

so on and on we go. That’s the way he works. 

 

“your minds should be led astray”—averted. Bought the whole 

thing and as a result “led astray.” 

 

Now we have something called the M & M THEORY. This M 

& M theory is guaranteed to give us victory over the evil one, 

if we’ll just follow it.  

 

1. MEMORIZE and 

 

2. MEDITATE. 

 

Memorize and meditate on the Word of God and we’re 

guaranteed to experience some victory in our life. 
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Ephesians 6 tells us: 

 

Ephesians 6:11 

 

Take the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand 

against the wiles of the wicked one. 

 

The shield of faith quenches all of his fiery darts that are 

coming at us. And the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word 

of God, is our offensive weapon that we do battle with. And 

when we have the Word of God hidden in our heart, we’re 

doing battle. That’s: 

 

Psalm 119:9, 11 

 

Wherewith all shall a young man cleanse his way? 

By taking heed thereto according to thy Word,… 

 

Thy word have I hid in my heart 

that I might not sin against thee. 

 

Talk to Jesus Christ about the reality of Satan and He’ll tell 

us a real number because He went for 40 days and 40 nights 

tempted in the wilderness in Matthew 4. He got hit on three 

counts.  

 

First of all, he says, “Turn these rocks into bread and feed 

Yourself. Aren’t You just starving to death?” Of course He was 

starving to death. But what’d He do? Slash! He used the book 

of Deuteronomy: “Man shall not live by bread alone but by 
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every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.” 

 

Secondly, he says, “Throw Yourself off the pinnacle of the 

temple here and then you won’t have to go to the cross.” 

Everybody believed that angels would come by. “The Word of 

God says that angels will come by and just bear You up on 

their wings.” And He says, “Be gone! Go!” And He quotes 

again from the book of Deuteronomy. 

 

And then the third time he says, “You know if You’ll just bow 

down and worship me, all the world and all these kingdoms 

are Yours! You can have them.” And He says, “Go, be gone. 

The Lord your God you shall worship, in Him only shall you 

serve.” 

 

All three of those come from the book of Deuteronomy. He tells 

us how to do battle. Use the Word of God in our battle. We 

have to know it, we have to memorize, meditate upon it, and 

then we’re going to discover victory in our relationship. 

 

“I am fearing, lest…your minds…” 

 

Isn’t that interesting? What’d we talk about previously? Our 

minds. What’s he going to do? He’s going to do a number on 

our thought life—our minds. 

 

Ever stop to think about all the things we really desire? When 

they come from material things and all that, he’s doing a 

number on our mind. He’s just trying to make us think that 

we can only be happy when we have that.  
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And what are we doing? We’re doing exactly what he says 

here. We’re running around having an affair with Satan while 

trying to devote our loyalty to Jesus Christ, because we let 

material things be more important than our relationship to 

Christ. 

 

And there we are. Living in an affair. That is spiritual 

adultery. Letting other things be more important than our 

relationship to Him. And that hurts.  

 

How would we feel if our spouse came home and said, “I’m 

walking out. I’m leaving. Because I found somebody else.” 

That would emotionally destroy us. How do we think the Lord 

feels?  

 

Daily with the King was asked:  

 

Have you ever stopped to quit saying to God, “Give me this 

and give me this. Oh God, I’m weak. Oh God, I’m depressed. 

Oh God, I’m down.” And saying, “God do You ever have a 

need? Do You need to know that I love You God? Do You need 

to know that I care and I’m really thankful for who You are?” 

(source unknown) 

 

We have this so built into us that God is this big sugar daddy 

that we come to and ask all these wonderful things from and 

we never turn around and say, “Hey God, can I do anything 

for You?” 
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That’s where real fulfillment is found as we memorize and 

meditate on the Word of God so our “minds should be led 

astray from”—WHAT?—“the simplicity and the purity of 

devotion to Christ.” 

 

The focus of all spiritual experience is Jesus Christ. The 

purity of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the “simplicity” of it 

works. It changes lives, but don’t let the evil one get a number 

on the mind. 

 

Whatever fills our mind determines our behavior. Right? And 

he’s afraid that we’re going to be led away “from the simplicity 

and the purity of devotion to Christ.”  

 

What’s that tell us? That tells us that when Satan’s at work, 

he wants to complicate and divide. That’s just the opposite. He 

wants to divide us and he wants to complicate the message so 

we get totally confused with regard to the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

1 John 1:8 

 

If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is 

not in us… 

 

Alright, let’s get on to the next one—verse 4. 

 

v. 4 For if indeed one is coming and is preaching 

another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you 

are receiving a different spirit which you have not 
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received, or a different gospel which you have not 

accepted, you are putting up with it well enough 

(quite easily).  

 

“For if indeed” 

 

“For if indeed one is coming and is preaching another Jesus 

whom we have not preached, or you are receiving a different 

spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which 

you have not accepted, you are putting up with it well enough 

(or quite easily).” 

 

What’s he telling us? He’s telling us that Satan has a different 

gospel, he has a different Christ and he has a different spirit.  

 

We get the idea that some guy laying out here in the street—

homeless—he is Satan’s masterpiece. That’s not true. Satan’s 

masterpiece is a person who looks like a Christian, talks like a 

Christian but he isn’t one. That’s somebody who’s 

sophisticated, who’s moral, who’s a good church member, who 

does all the right things for all the wrong reasons. He really is 

not a Christian. That’s his masterpiece.  

 

And here he says someone can come to us and he can preach 

to us “another Jesus whom we have not preached”—the Jesus 

of the last temptation. Or we’re “receiving a different spirit”—

not the Holy Spirit—“which you have not received, or a 

different gospel which you have not accepted.”  

 

And he kind of chides them. He says, “Y’all are so gullible! 
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You buy it hook, line and sinker! You sure are putting up with 

it nicely there in Corinth, because somebody’s coming in there 

preaching a different Jesus and a different spirit and a 

different gospel and y’all are going along with it!” 

 

What’s he saying? There’s no Martin Luther’s in Corinth 

that’ll stand up and say, “Here I am! God help me! I’m going to 

stand on the side of Jesus Christ! You’re so gullible. You 

swallow the whole thing and nobody wants to say anything.” 

 

Look at verse 5. 

 

v. 5 For I am considering myself not in the least inferior 

to the most eminent apostles.  

 

“I am considering myself not in the least inferior to the most 

eminent apostles.” 

 

These are the guys who are preaching the “other gospel.” 

 

v. 6 But even if I am unskilled in speaking, yet I am not 

so in knowledge; in fact, in every way we made it 

evident to you in all things.  

 

“But even if I am unskilled in speaking, yet I am not so in 

knowledge; in fact, in every way we made it evident to you in 

all things.” 

 

If we had a choice to listen to somebody who was a real 

raunchy speaker but he knew what he was talking about or if 
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we had to listen to some great intellectual orator who was 

blowing a bunch of smoke around, which would we choose to 

listen to?  

 

Paul says, “Hey look, y’all are going to think I’m not a very 

good preacher and I’ll let you have that number. Okay. I’m not 

a very good preacher. ’‘I am unskilled in [my] speaking’—but I 

love that defense—yet I am not so in knowledge; in fact, in 

every way we made it evident to you in all things.” 

 

He says, “I’m going to tell you one thing. I may not be a very 

good speaker, but I sure do know what I’m talking about.” 

 

And we should rather listen to somebody like that who really 

has it together and he knows what he’s talking about. 

 

The Living Bible says it well: 

 

If I am a poor speaker, at least I know what I am talking 

about, as I think you realize by now, for we have proved it 

over to you again and again. 

 

v. 7 Or did I commit a sin in humbling myself in order 

that you might be exalted, because I preached the 

gospel of God to you without charge?  

 

“Or did I commit a sin in humbling myself in order that you 

might be exalted, because I preached the gospel of God to you 

without charge?” 
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Know something else? When we’re traveling around in Satan’s 

crowd, we’re going to find people making money an issue. That 

stings, but it’s the gospel truth.  

 

We’re going to find them preaching a different Jesus, they’re 

going to have a “different spirit,” and they’re going to have a 

“different gospel,” but they’re always going to focus on money. 

We’ll find it every time. 

 

When a man in the ministry has to focus on money, there’s 

something wrong with his ministry. We don’t find people in 

the Bible taking another offering. We don’t find people in the 

Bible running around initiating letting their needs be 

known—trying to use people to accomplish their selfish 

objectives.  

 

And Paul says, “When I came to Corinth, I didn’t charge you a 

dime. I spent 18 months there building tents so that I could be 

totally free from you. And I preached the gospel to you for free 

for 18 months.” And he says, “Was I wrong because I did that? 

Because the other guys were coming to town and they were 

really trying to do a number for money.” And so he’s making it 

a real issue here at this point. 

 

How different the apostle Paul is from this fella. This was in 

Our Daily Bread booklet: 

 

 How different from the preacher described in the 

following news item: “You can now buy blessings on the 

installment plan… An evangelist and faith healer who often 
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lectures in this area is now offering 12 monthly blessings for 

$84. Under his…plan, those wanting [him] to pray for them 

can fill out a coupon and mail $7 each month for 1 year to post 

office boxes in the United States and Canada. ‘Write us every 

month and tell us what you need from God’ says [the 

evangelist’s] promotional material… [He] promises to pray for 

those who pay and hints that his prayers have brought others 

financial rewards. With the first installment comes a blessing 

certificate to ‘hang on your wall.’ With the second comes an 

‘anointed billfold’ that…he has prayed over for prosperity. 

There is [a] no money-back guarantee.” 

(August 31, year unknown) 

 

And then there’s this little poem. It hits the point: 

 

When a preacher schemes and hollers 

Just to raise a few more dollars, 

He’s betrayed his holy calling— 

Don’t you find such means appalling? 

(August 31, year unknown) 

 

Paul says first of all, WATCH IT. When a guy starts talking 

about something new and he’s preaching a different gospel 

and he’s preaching a different Jesus and he’s talking about 

receiving a different spirit, we should get our ears up and 

start to listen. 

 

If God is in something that needs to be done, then He is 

obligated to supply the needs for His project. The problem is, 

we have a lot of guys running around wanting to do their 
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project that God told them to do, so they have to raise money 

from God’s people in order to do it. And that ain’t the way God 

works.  

 

If God wants something done, He will get it done and He will 

supply the needs for it. And people will be touched and 

everything will be taken care of. And it doesn’t have to be a lot 

of falderal going on like this. 

 

And Paul says, “Did I do you wrong?” See what he says in 

verse 8? 

 

v. 8 I robbed other churches, having taken wages from 

them to serve you;  

 

“I robbed other churches, having taken wages from them to 

serve you;” 

 

“Some of these other people came into town, they sent money 

generously to take care of it so y’all could enjoy the ministry! 

And I robbed from them.” 

 

v. 9 and when I was present with you and was in need, I 

was not a burden to anyone; for when the brethren 

came from Macedonia, they fully supplied my need, 

and in everything I kept myself from being a 

burden to you, and I will continue to do so.  

 

“and when I was present with you and was in need,” 
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“I didn’t come around begging for funds!”  

 

“I was not a burden to anyone; for when the brethren came 

from Macedonia,”—and these are the poor folks up there who 

had less reason to give than anybody else. 

 

They gave themselves first to the Lord and then they gave 

sacrificially. And when they came: 

 

“they supplied my need, and in everything I kept myself from 

being a burden to you, and I will continue to do so.” 

 

“I didn’t come to Corinth to get your money. I came to Corinth 

to get your soul. I wanted to share Jesus Christ with you.” 

 

v. 10 As the truth of Christ is in me, this boasting shall 

not be stopped in the regions of Achaia.  

 

“As the truth of Christ is in me, this boasting shall not be 

stopped in the regions of Achaia.” 

 

Now the “regions of Achaia” is Greece—that’s where Corinth 

is located. Paul’s saying, “Throughout the area, I’m going to 

tell everybody that I’m financially free from you all!” 

 

Why’s he doing that? Is it because he doesn’t love them? See 

verse 11. 

 

v. 11 Why? Because I am not loving you? God is 

knowing I do.  
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“Why? Because I am not loving you? God is knowing I do.” 

 

“I love you so much, I’m going to tell this story all over the 

place so these false teachers can be seen for who they really 

are in coming around trying to selfishly get you to be involved 

in providing funds for them.” 

 

v. 12 But what I am doing, I will also continue to do, in 

order that I may cut off the opportunity of those 

who are desiring an opportunity in order that they 

may be found just as we are in the matter about 

which they are boasting.  

 

“But what I am doing, I will also continue to do, in order that I 

may cut off the opportunity of those who are desiring an 

opportunity in order that they may be found just as we are in 

the matter about which they are boasting.” 

 

They want to come in, in the devious way they can, and prey 

on the converts that we’ve had and get them to give funds to 

them so they can be just like us.  

 

And then he describes them in these last three verses, but 

they’re very sobering verses. Let’s just remember some words 

now about Satan and about his constant harassment and how 

he operates as we look at these last three verses. 

 

v. 13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, 

disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.  
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“For such men”—these other teachers—“are false apostles, 

deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of 

Christ.” 

 

He’s using the very words that he’s used earlier to describe 

Satan and he slithered into the garden and deceived Eve by 

his craftiness. 

 

Here’s a principle:  

 

DECEIVING and DISGUISING are the DEVIL’S DIRTY 

DEEDS. That puts a few Ds together. 

 

DECEIVING and DISGUISING are the DEVIL’S DIRTY 

DEEDS. That’s the way he likes to work.  

 

v. 14 And no wonder, for even Satan is disguising 

himself as an angel of light.  

 

“And no wonder, for even Satan is disguising himself as an 

angel of light.” 

 

Does he know what it is to be an angel of light? That’s what he 

was before he made that big fall in Isaiah 14. He knows all 

about being “an angel of light.” And so he can fully disguise 

himself in that way to accomplish his purpose. 

 

It’s a little bit weird when somebody comes to tell us that an 

angel visited them and brought them a message. It’s almost 
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like it’s so spiritual it’s supposed to make us have goosebumps 

and get all excited about what they’re getting ready to say 

that the angel said. 

 

But he can even disguise himself “as an angel of light.” Watch 

out! Pay attention here.  

 

v. 15 Therefore it is no great thing if also his servants 

are disguising themselves as servants of 

righteousness; whose end shall be according to 

their works.  

 

“Therefore it is no great thing if also his servants”—and he 

has his own servants—“are disguising themselves as servants 

of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.” 

 

They can talk. They can talk just righteousness! They’re like 

chameleons. The chameleon always takes his color from the 

last environment he crawled across. And that’s the flexibility 

of Satan’s servants.  

 

And the Scripture tells us in these last days that he’s going to 

be more active than he ever was before and we need to be 

careful lest the very elect even be deceived. 

 

Are we careful? Are we spiritual leaders so we can turn into 

truth and understand it? We’re living in days when we have so 

much trash coming across.  

 

Swindoll tells a little story that illustrates this point: 
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(“Think It Over…Fakes,” Chuck Swindoll’s newsletter) 

 

 A friend of mine ate dog food one evening. No, he wasn’t 

at a fraternity [party either] nor a hobo party…he was 

actually at an elegant student-reception gathering in a 

physician’s home near Miami. The dog food was served on 

delicate little crackers with a wedge of imported cheese, bacon 

chips, an olive, and a sliver of pimento on top. That’s right, 

friends and neighbors, it was hors d’oeuvres a la Alpo. 

 

 The hostess is a first-class nut! You gotta know her to 

appreciate the story. She had just graduated from a gourmet 

cooking course, and so she decided it was time to put her skill 

to the ultimate test. Did she ever! After doctoring up those 

miserable morsels and putting them on a couple of silver 

trays, with a sly grin she watched them disappear. One guy 

(my friend) couldn’t get enough. He kept coming back for 

more. I don’t recall exactly how they broke the news to 

him…but when he found out the truth, he probably barked 

and bit her on the leg! He certainly must have gagged a little. 

(source unknown) 

 

And then this observation is made: 

 

(“Think It Over…Fakes,” Chuck Swindoll’s newsletter) 

 

 Ever since hearing that story—it is actually the truth—

I’ve thought about how perfectly it illustrates something that 

transpires daily in another realm. I’m referring to religious 
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fakes…professional charlatans…frauds…counterfeit 

Christians who market their wares on shiny platters 

decorated with tasty persuasion and impressive appearance. 

Being masters of deceit, they serve up delectable dishes 

camouflaged by logical-sounding phrases. 

 

 Hey, that’s smart! If you want to make a counterfeit 

dollar bill, you don’t use yellow construction paper, cut it in 

the shape of a triangle, put Batman’s picture in the center, 

and stamp “3” on [every] corner. That deceives nobody. 

Deception comes in convincing fashion, wearing the garb of 

authenticity, supported by the credentials of intelligence, 

popularity, even a touch of class. By the millions, gullible 

gluttons are duped into swallowing lies, thinking all the while 

they are digesting the truth. In reality they are underscoring 

the well-worn words of Phineas Taylor Barnum: 

 

There’s a sucker born every minute. 

(source unknown) 

 

“whose end shall be according to their works.” 

 

They’re going to have a number done on them at the Great 

White Throne Judgment in Revelation 20. They’ll stand 

because they’ve never come to know Jesus Christ and there 

they will be condemned. 

 

That’s kind of a sad story, isn’t it? But when Satan’s active, 

there’s a lot of sadness. We never find people who are caught 

up in satanic activity who are really happy. We find a lot of 
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tears out of the will of God—a lot of sadness. And maybe we 

just haven’t been able to explain it, but we really realize it’s 

there.  

 

Satan loves to take our old nature—our flesh—and distort and 

ruin and destroy relationships. Get our priorities all botched 

up so we’re ineffective and we look just like everybody else in 

the world. And as a result, he’s accomplished his purpose. 

 

There are a number of lessons that we get from our passage. 

 

Lesson #1: Deceiving and disguising are the devil’s dirty 

deeds. 

 

Lesson #2: Satan is just as active today as he was in the 

Garden of Eden. 

 

He’s just as active today as he was in the Garden of Eden—

probably more so. 

 

Lesson #3: It is Satan’s desire to lead us astray from the 

simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. 

 

Lesson #4: Paul fully understands what Satan is capable of 

doing. 

 

He says, “I fear lest by any means he would lead you astray.” 

He’s had enough of that to know. 
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Lesson #5: Memorizing and meditating on the Word of God is 

our greatest protection. 

 

Lesson #6: Satan has a Jesus, a spirit, and a gospel.  

 

He has a kingdom. 

 

And we’re going to be in that kingdom until we receive Jesus 

Christ and we’re rescued out of that kingdom and transformed 

and transferred into the Kingdom of God by receiving His Son. 

 

Lesson #7: No one in Corinth was taking a stand and 

straightening things out. 

 

Lesson #8: Paul may be a poor speaker, but he knows what he 

is talking about. 

 

Lesson #9: In everything, Paul kept himself from being a 

burden to the Corinthians. 

 

Lesson #10: The truth of Christ resides in the apostle Paul. 

 

Lesson #11: Satan has false apostles and deceitful workers 

who disguise themselves as apostles of Christ. 

 

Lesson #12: Satan has servants who are disguising 

themselves as servants of righteousness. 
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Lesson #13: The dirty D’s of Satan’s arsenal are: deception, 

discouragement, depression, desires, defeat, doctrinal 

deviation, and disguise. 

 

Lesson #14: Satan’s servants will be judged at the Great 

White Throne Judgment in Revelation 20. 

 

Is he active today?  

 

There’s a sobering verse over in 2 Timothy: 

 

2 Timothy 2:26 

 

Then they will come to their senses and escape from Satan’s 

trap of slavery to sin, which he uses to catch them whenever 

he likes and then they can begin doing the will of God. 

 

They’ll finally come to their senses and they’ll be recovered 

from the snare, the trap, that Satan set for them. And then 

they’ll begin to do the will of God. 

 

Is he involved in people’s lives?  

 

1 Timothy 1:17 

 

Now to the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, 

be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

There’s power and there’s victory.  

 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



34 

 

This world is filled with devils and we have a mighty fortress 

in Jesus Christ. Greater is He that is in us, than He that is in 

the world.  

 

Why do we buy his line? Why do we go along with it? It only 

ends up in frustration, futility and finally failure and death. 

God helps us to realize how subtle he is in what he’s trying to 

accomplish. 

 

Every time Satan comes, he takes away something precious. 

Maybe it’s virginity. Maybe it’s sanity. Maybe it’s faithfulness. 

Maybe it’s character. Maybe it’s fellowship or joy. Every time 

he comes, he wants to shoot and destroy something precious 

that God intended to be valuable and to be wonderful.  

 

So put up our shield of faith. Quench the fiery darts of the 

wicked one and do a good battle and find the joy of the Lord to 

be our strength and our portion. 

 

Father, we realize the study itself has been a spiritual battle. 

We thank You that Paul is forthright enough about it to make 

it clear where all the flack is coming from. We just pray that if 

we find ourselves victims, that we would realize that it’s not 

too late. That we can be recovered from his snare that he has 

set for us and we can go on. We can experience forgiveness 

and healing and our lives can still be filled with joy and 

happiness and fulfillment. You’re just waiting for us to 

swallow our pride, to open up our lives and allow Christ to 

come in. We pray if there’s someone who needs to do that, 

they’ll have the courage to do it and make that big decision. 
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And for those of us who know You, help us to realize the 

subtlety, the deception, the craftiness of the evil one who 

never quits harassing, haranguing and keeping us and 

hindering us from a deep and effective walk with You. Help us 

to overcome that. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS: 

 

Turning Tough Times into Triumph 

 

“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage” 

 

Study Number Twenty – 2 Corinthians 11:1-15 

 

            NOTES 
v. 1 I wish that you would bear with me in a little foolishness; but 

indeed you are bearing with me. 

v. 2 For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I gave you in 

marriage to one husband, that I might present you to Christ as a 

pure virgin. 

v. 3 But I am fearing, lest by any means, as the serpent deceived 

Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led astray from the 

simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. 

v. 4 For if indeed one is coming and is preaching another Jesus 

whom we have not preached, or you are receiving a different spirit 

which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have 

not accepted, you are putting up with it well enough (quite easily). 

v. 5 For I am considering myself not in the least inferior to the 

most eminent apostles. 

v. 6 But even if I am unskilled in speaking, yet I am not so in 

knowledge; in fact, in every way we made it evident to you in all 

things. 

v. 7 Or did I commit a sin in humbling myself in order that you 

might be exalted, because I preached the gospel of God to you 

without charge? 

v. 8 I robbed other churches, having taken wages from them to 

serve you; 

v. 9 and when I was present with you and was in need, I was not a 

burden to anyone; for when the brethren came from Macedonia, 

they fully supplied my need, and in everything I kept myself from 

being a burden to you, and I will continue to do so. 

v. 10 As the truth of Christ is in me, this boasting shall not be 

stopped in the regions of Achaia. 
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            Notes 
v. 11 Why? Because I am not loving you? God is knowing I do. 

v. 12 But what I am doing, I will also continue to do, in order that I 

may cut off the opportunity of those who are desiring an 

opportunity in order that they may be found just as we are in the 

matter about which they are boasting. 

v. 13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising 

themselves as apostles of Christ. 

v. 14 And no wonder, for even Satan is disguising himself as an 

angel of light. 

v. 15 Therefore it is no great thing if also his servants are 

disguising themselves as servants of righteousness; whose end 

shall be according to their works. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read 2 Corinthians 11:1-15 and in your own words pull  

out the main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What does Paul ask them to do, according to verse 1? 

 

 

 

 

3. How does Paul feel about the Corinthians, according to 

verse 2? 
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4. How does Satan work, according to verse 3? 

 

 

 

 

5. How does Paul describe himself in verse 6? 

 

 

 

 

6. How has Paul handled personal financial matters in 

Corinth, according to verses 7-9? 

 

 

 

 

7. How are these opponents described in verse 13? 

 

 

 

 

8. How are they like their master Satan, according to  

verses 14-15? 
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9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: Deceiving and disguising are the devil’s dirty 

deeds. 

 

LESSON #2: Satan is just as active today as he was in the 

Garden of Eden. 

 

LESSON #3: It is Satan’s desire to lead us astray from the 

simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. 

 

  

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



40 

 

LESSON #4: Paul fully understands what Satan is capable  

of doing. 

 

LESSON #5: Memorizing and meditating on the Word of God 

is our greatest protection from the onslaughts of the wicked 

one. 

 

LESSON #6: Satan has a Jesus, a spirit, a gospel, and a 

kingdom. 

 

LESSON #7: No one in Corinth was taking a stand and 

straightening things out. 

 

LESSON #8: Paul may be a poor speaker, but he knows what 

he is talking about. 

 

LESSON #9: In everything, Paul kept himself from being a 

burden to the Corinthians. 

 

LESSON #10: The truth of Christ resides in the apostle Paul. 

 

LESSON #11: Satan has false apostles and deceitful workers 

who disguise themselves as apostles of Christ. 

 

LESSON #12: Satan has servants who are disguising 

themselves as servants of righteousness. 
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LESSON #13: The dirty D’s of Satan’s arsenal are: deception, 

discouragement, depression, desires, defeat, doctrinal 

deviation, and disguise. 

 

LESSON #14: Satan’s servants will be judged and condemned 

at the great white throne of judgment. 
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