A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS:
Turning Tough Times into Triumph
“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage”

Study Number Twenty-Four — 2 Corinthians 13:1-14

Gary Warner in his book Out to Win tells this story:

(Out to Win by Gary Warner)

...a preacher who loved to play golf, even though he was the
world’s worst golfer. He was never in the fairway and he
usually four-or-five putted each green. One day he teed off
and, to his amazement, [he] hit a beautiful drive straight
down the fairway. The ball spun over the smooth apron onto
the green and, as if being pulled by a magnet, rolled into the
hole. With a look of half-disgust, the preacher glanced up and
said, “Please, Father, I'd rather do it myself.”

p. 104

Paul Little in his book Know Why You Believe says that every
other religious system in the world:

(Know Why You Believe by Paul Little)

... 1s essentially a do-it-yourself proposition. Follow this way of
life, they say, and you will gain favor with God and eventually
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achieve salvation. In a sense, other religious systems are sets
of swimming instructions for a drowning man. Christianity is
a life-preserver.
... other religions [say] “do”; Christianity [says] “done.”
Christianity is what God has done for man in seeking him
and reaching down to help him. Other religions are a matter
of man seeking and struggling toward God.

p. 93

In the Longview editorial section a number of years ago, there
was an article about an experience in Livingston, Montana:

(Daily News, “Self-Made Trap,” Longview, Texas)

“Recently the word was spread in Livingston, Montana,
that mountain lions had been spotted on a nearby ranch. The
chase was on and before the hunt was over two large cats had
been treed and shot. One measured seven feet and weighed
125 pounds and the other was seven feet six inches and
weighed 145 pounds.

The interesting part about these native lions is that they
always head for the false security of a tree when the hounds
are after them, thus assuring their ultimate destruction. They
cannot reason that immediate security is not always the
best—that the only escape from the tree is down into a trap of
their own setting.”

Many persons reason as poorly in the important matter of
their eternal welfare. When pursued by an awakened
conscience and the fear of death, they seek the false security of
the home-made tree of their own good works.
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They cannot seem to reason that their works are
1mperfect at best, therefore cannot afford perfect security.
Nothing but absolute perfection will satisfy divine justice.
Where 1s that to be found: in the work of Another on the tree
which the Apostle Peter mentioned... concerning the Lord
Jesus Christ, “Who His own self bare our sins in His own body
on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto
righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed” (I Peter 2:24).

—Tom Olson, in NOW
(source unknown)

The apostle wants it made quite clear that the message of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ 1s Good News. It 1s a gift to be received.
It has all been taken care of and He waits for us to respond.

We cannot get around it.

Ephesians 2:8, 9

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not
of yourselves, it 1s a gift of God; not of works, lest any man
should boast.

Titus 3:5

Not by works of righteousness, which we have done, but
according to His mercy He has saved us by the washing of
regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit.



In Our Daily Bread by M. R. DeHaan, Radio Bible Class, there
was the story of the misguided goat:

[This reminds] me of the goat who wanted more than
anything else in the world to be a lion. He told himself that if
he could learn to walk like a lion, talk like a lion, and go
where lions go, he would be a lion. So he practiced stalking
through the jungle and tried to swish his stubby little tail
majestically. Then he sought to turn his pitiful little bleat into
the deep, awesome roar of the king of [the] beasts. He worked
and worked on it. Finally he convinced himself that he really
looked and sounded like a lion. “Now,” he said, “all I have to
do to be a lion 1s go where lions go.” So he marched into lion
territory one day about lunchtime. You can imagine what
happened!

(Our Daily Bread, February 17, year unknown)

The apostle 1s going to separate the REAL from the FALSE in
this chapter. He’s going to ask us to do some introspection.
He’s going to ask us to search our own hearts and see where
we are.

The solution to the Corinthian problems is basically coming to
an affirmation, a statement that is loud and clear of where we
stand in our relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now Paul is deeply concerned. He’s coming for a third time
and he’s concerned about what he’s going to find there. In our
last study he said:



“I am afraid that when I get there I'm going to find strife,
jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfishness, slanders, gossips,
inflated egos, and disturbances.” (2 Corinthians 12:20)

He says, “I'm going to have to act in a way that you're
probably not going to like, because I'm going to deal with
those matters.”

Let’s pick up at verse 1 now and he’s going to just carry on
from where we left off.

v. 1 This is the third time I am coming to you. Every
fact shall be established by the mouth of two or
three witnesses.

“This 1s the third time I am coming to you. Every fact shall be
established by the mouth of two or three witnesses.”

The thing about that “third time” is he just keeps coming back
for more. This guy has an incredible unconditional love for the
Corinthians. It doesn’t matter whether they respond or they
don’t respond, he’s just going to keep coming back. And so
here he says he’s coming “the third time.”

Remember one of the last verses we had in chapter 12 was:

2 Corinthians 12:14

Here for this third time I am ready to come to you, and I will
not be a burden to you; for I do not seek what is yours, but
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you; for children are not responsible to save up for their
parents, but parents for their children.

“'m coming again for the third time.”

Now we know one of the other times. The first time that he
went was 1n Acts 18 on the second missionary journey. That’s
when the church was founded and he was there for 18 months:

The second time we don’t know how he got there. We do know
that the city of Corinth is 240 miles over the water, south and
west of Ephesus. And he was there for three years in ministry:
We also read in chapter 11 that he had several shipwrecks
that were not recorded 1n the Scripture. So i1t could be that he
took a few boat trips from Ephesus over to Corinth during
that 3-year ministry that are not recorded in the Scripture.
But he made a second trip, anyway, and it was pretty painful.

We do know of the third trip. It was in Acts 20:

Acts 20:1-3

And after the uproar had ceased, Paul sent for the disciples
and when he exhorted them and taken his leave of them, he
departed to go to Macedonia. And when he had gone through
those districts and had given them much exhortation, he came
to Greece. And there he spent three months, [so he was there
for a three month period] and when a plot was formed against
him by the Jews as he was about to set sail for Syria, he
determined to return through Macedonia.
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They decided they were going to kill him after being there for
three months and so he took off. Instead of going by boat back
to Syria, he took off and went back north to Berea and
Thessalonica and up to Philippi—he went over land instead of
going over water in order to avoid that.

So we're saying 21 months total ministry in Corinth. Now the
next phrase 1s kind of awkward, isn’t 1t?

“Every fact shall be established by the mouth of two or three
witnesses.”

Paul obviously, to make a statement like that, has to tell us he
has some people problems in Corinth. He has some people wha
are criticizing him and are negative and upset. They are
frustrated by what he’s doing. And he says we're going to get
this straightened out.

He says, “by the mouth of two or three witnesses”™—“Every
fact” 1s going to “be established.” Now why does he say that?

Well in Deuteronomy 19 the Law says:

Deuteronomy 19:15

One witness is not enough to convict a man accused of any
crime or offense that he may have committed. A matter must
be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.



Then Jesus in Matthew 18, when He describes what we’re
supposed to do when we handle problems that are between
brothers and sisters in the body of Christ, says go to him
privately. Then take a couple with us so that in “the mouth of

two or three witnesses every fact can be established.” (see
Matthew 18:15-16)

And that’s basically what Paul’s going to do. He says, “I'm
going to handle these situations in this way.”

v. 2 I have said previously when present the second
time and though now being absent I am saying
beforehand to those who have sinned in the past
and to all the rest, that if I come again, I will not
spare anyone,

“I have said previously when present the second time and
though now being absent I am saying beforehand to those who
have sinned in the past and to all the rest, that if I come
again, I will not spare anyone,”

Now what does he mean by “sinned in the past”? Does that
mean that we can’t seek forgiveness and get our heart right
after we've done something like this and we always have to be
facing the apostle?

That’s not the issue. Remember the issue in our last study?

2 Corinthians 12:21




I am afraid that when I come again by God may humiliate me
before you, and I may mourn over many of those who have
sinned in the past and not repented of their impurity...

The problem is, he’s saying there are some people in the
church who are creating the problem and they had sinned in
the past and they've gone through the motions but they
haven’t really repented. And those are the people he’s not
going to spare. He’s going to deal with the thing head-on and
see that there is a brokenness and that things are made right
so this church can go on and grow and flourish and be
dynamic.

So the apostle 1s preparing them for his coming.

v. 3 since you are seeking a proof of the Christ who is
speaking in me, He who is not weak toward you but
powerful in you.

“since you are seeking a proof of the Christ who is speaking in
me, He who 1s not weak toward you but powerful in you.”

He basically says, “since you want to know that Christ is
speaking in me and that He is powerful and that He knows
how to work in a person’s life, you're going to find out when I
get there.”

Now there’s an interesting phrase in Galatians 2. Paul says:



(GGalatians 2:20

“I have been crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live, yet not
I, but Christ is living in me...

And here he says Christ “is speaking in me.”

If we’re really a believer and we’re walking in fellowship with
God, then when we speak on a daily basis, it’s Christ speaking
in us. And if we are really walking with Him, it is Christ
living His life in us. And that is true victorious, dynamic
Christian living.

It’s Christ living in us and Christ speaking through us. So
people would see and hear Jesus Christ when they see us and
they hear from us. That’s what Paul says they can expect from
him—that they're going to have this experience. The question
1s, who'’s living and who’s speaking in us? What have people
seen and heard from us today?

We name the name of Christ. Have they been reminded of
Christ by what they have seen in us and what they have
heard from our lips? That’s fellowship and Christian living.

Every time we found a demon possession in the New
Testament, we found Satan living in and speaking through
individuals.

There’s a really sobering passage in Mark 5 when Jesus lands
at Gadara and He meets the wild man at Gadara. Listen to
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what it says:

Mark 5:7-10

and crying out with a loud voice, he said, “What do I have to
do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I implore You
by God, do not torment me!” For He has been saying to him,
“Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!” And He was asking
him, “What is your name?” And he said to Him, “My name is
Legion; for we are many.” And he began to entreat Him
earnestly not to send them out of the country.

That 1s Satan and his cohorts desire to possess and to speak
through individuals. And is it any less that Christ, when He
comes 1nto the life, wants to live in us and wants to speak
through us? And anything short of that is living in carnality—
living in the flesh rather than in the Spirit.

Paul says, “since you are seeking a proof of the Christ who 1s
speaking in me, He who 1s not weak toward you but powerful
in you.”

“Watch out! I'm coming! And I won’t spare anyone. He is
powerful in you.”

Now what does that mean? That means that every excuse we
have for continued defeat in our lives as Christians, and
falling under the domination of the power of sin, and all of
these things are no excuses.
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It 1s certainly not a shortage of the power of Christ to make us
victorious. He 1s powerful in us.

“And greater is He that i1s in us than he that is in the world.”
(ref. 1 John 4:4)

“And his strength 1is made perfect in our weakness.” (ref. 2
Corinthians 12:9)

And because He 1s powerful in us, we can be triumphant and
we can be victorious in Jesus Christ.

v. 4 For indeed He was crucified because of weakness,
yet He is living because of the power of God. For we
also are weak in Him, yet we shall live with Him
because of the power of God directed toward you.

“For indeed He was crucified because of weakness, yet He 1s
living because of the power of God. For we also are weak in
Him, yet we shall live with Him because of the power of God
directed toward you.”

On the basis of the Resurrection, Jesus Christ lives and we toc
are going to live.

A. W. Tozer says:

“The resurrection and the judgment will demonstrate before
all the worlds who won and who lost. We can wait.”
(source unknown)
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We’re on the victory team. When we want to see who really
won and who really lost on Golgotha’s Brow and with the
empty tomb, wait and see. Jesus Christ is going to come and
He’s going to rule and He’s going to reign.

We're going to start getting into it. Ready? This 1s the part
where Paul really is bringing the whole thing to a conclusion,
but he’s focusing on us now.

Now this fifth verse 1s going to be tough, but let’s get into it
and see what the Lord has to say to us.

v. 5 Be putting yourselves to the test to see if you are in
the faith; be examining yourselves! Or are you not
recognizing this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ
is in you—unless indeed you are failing the test?

“Be putting yourselves to the test to see if you are in the faith;
be examining yourselves! Or are you not recognizing this
about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you—unless indeed
you are failing the test?”

There were some carnal Corinthians right now that were just
ruffling their feathers and they were flat ticked that Paul
would even have the audacity to question their relationship to
God in a situation like this.

Now look at that:
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“Be putting yourselves to the test.”

Remember when a Greek wanted to emphasize something,
they don’t always give us the noun and then the verb and then
the predicate. They won’t give us the subject first and then the
verb and then the predicate. When they write Greek, they
always put the word that’s the most important first. And the
thing that’s most on their minds is the first word that comes
in the text.

And guess what the first word 1s in verse 5?
“Yourselves be putting to the test.”

Paul says, “In other words, you've got your guns pointed the
wrong direction. You've been shooting at me all the time, now
turn the guns on yourself.”

Every one of us has a responsibility and a full-time job to be
examining and checking ourselves and we don’t have time to
be checking everybody else around us.

The people who have the most unexamined life are the people
who are always checking out everybody else and never have
any time for personal scrutiny or of looking deep within
themselves, because 1t’s uncomfortable. They’re afraid of what
they’re going to find.

And it’s a lot easier to point our guns and blast somebody else
rather than to “be examining yourselves.”
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What would God render as a verdict on our life and mind: “Be

putting yourselves to the test to see”’—WHAT?—*if you are in
the faith.”

Now that tells us that we can be either IN 1t or OUT of it.
Obviously we’re in one or the other.

First John 5 says:

1 John 5:11, 12

And this 1s the record, God hath given to us eternal life. This
life 1s in His Son. He that hath the Son, hath life. And he that
hath not the Son of God, hath not life.

We're either IN or we're OUT. And the question at this point
1s, have we ever gotten in? Have we ever come to know Jesus
Christ in a personal relationship? Because we were BORN
OUT and we have to GET IN, in order to be in and to go to
Glory. Is that simple? That’s the message of the Gospel.

We have to choose. We're either on the inside or we're only on
the outside.

And he says, “put yourselves to the test to see where you find
yourself.”

Now that goes well with Matthew 7. He says:
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Matthew 7:3

Don’t be looking for the sawdust in your brother’s eye when
you've got a log sticking out of your own.

Point the guns in the right direction. Be sure that we check
our spiritual chart to see where we’re coming from.

Isn’t it incredible how caught up we are with our physical
bodies? It’s amazing that we are just so concerned about every
little ache and pain. And as soon as we have one, we go
tripping off to the doctor and we let him check out everything.
We have to know our pulse and our blood pressure, we have to
know our weight and we have to check our eyes and our
hearing. We have to have a stress test and see how long it’s
going to be possible to hold this old machinery together to
make it to the final gun!

And we do all that. But why is it that we are so consumed
with the temporary when this trash is going to be thrown in
the grave anyway and we neglect the most important
examination of all. And it’s the scrutinizing of the spiritual
man before God, because that’s the only thing that’s going to
last. And yet we try and we give ourselves and we work like
crazy to extend this old physical body and keep this wreck
together. May God help us to learn to put things to the “test.”

In 1 Corinthians 11 he tells them at the Lord’s table:
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1 Corinthians 11:28-32

Be examining yourselves, and so eat...

So there 1s scriptural precedent for putting ourselves “to the
test to see if you are in the faith.” That’s the first command.
And that command says something has to happen.

The examined life 1s critical.

Psalm 139:23, 24

Search me, O God, and know my heart;

test me and know my anxious thoughts.
See 1if there 1s any offensive way in me,

and lead me in the way everlasting.

As a Christian, are we 1n fellowship with God? And is there a
smile? Do we sense that God worked in our life today? Have
we had an awareness there, a sweet joy, that is there that just
blesses us with the fact that God made provision?

God knows what we're about. He doesn’t make any mistakes.

It was “Then comes the morning, that’s when we see the living
Christ. That’s when it all happens. It was a dark night, but
then comes the morning.”

God has made provision again, and that’s the way He works
with individuals to minister to one another’s needs.
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Well as God speaks to us, our hope is that we're each willing
to examine, to search our life—not become cynical. Not become
somebody who is critical and distant.

Stephen Brown in his book, Heirs with the Prince, says:

(Heirs with the Prince by Stephen Brown)

Newspapers have a way of being cynical [he says].
Cynicism 1s sometimes needed, but I think the writers of an
editorial in a Chicago paper went a bit too far: “The cheek of
every American must tingle with shame as he reads the silly,
dish-watery utterances of a man who has to be pointed out to
intelligent foreigners as the President of the United States.”
p. 77

That paper, of course, was an editorial written in a Chicago
paper in 1865. Published in the Chicago Times, it was a
reference to Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address. And
many, many times we get that way. When God wants to speak
to us and there’s a treasure right at our hands, something that
could touch our lives deeply, we put it aside.

There are TWO COMMANDS in verse 5:
1. “Be putting yourselves to the test.”
2.  “be examining yourselves!”
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And then he asks the QUESTION:

“Or are you not recognizing this about yourselves, that Jesus
Christ 1s in you”—there’s the ANSWER.

In order to be a Christian, to be ready to go to heaven, we
must be “in the faith,” secondly, Jesus Christ must be “in you.”

“unless indeed you’—what a question—"“are you failing the
test?”

Are we “failing the test?”

And we can also say, God doesn’t grade on the curve! Here we
are. We either do or we don’t. It’s a pass and fail situation.
We're either in, or we're out.

Jesus Christ 1s waiting right now to come into our life if we
have faith.

v. 6 But I am hoping that you will realize that we
ourselves are not failing the test.

“I am hoping that you will realize that we ourselves are not
failing the test.”

“I hope you've seen enough of us,” Paul says, “and you're
aware of our ministry and our commitment, that we’re not
failing it. We really know Him. We’ve come to know Him and
1t’s changed our lives.”
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v. 7 Now we are praying to God that you do no wrong,
not that we ourselves may appear approved, but in
order that you may be doing what is right, even
though we should appear unapproved.

“Now we are praying to God that you do no wrong, not that we
ourselves may appear approved, but in order that you may be
doing what is right, even though we should appear
unapproved.”

Paul says, “My burden for you is not so we're going to look
good. Our burden is for you, that you do the right thing and
don’t worry about how we look. Don’t worry about whether
we're approved or not. That’s no big deal. The focus is on you
and on your spiritual condition. We are not concerned at all
about us. It’s what 1s happening to you and your relationship
with Him that 1s the most important.”

There 1s story after story—biographical material—that
describe the perils of an examined life. And our hope is that
we each become aware of that and we’re careful, not only to
examine our life, but that we’re careful enough to be close to
people to let them examine along with us so that we become a
better person.

We can put it all on the surface, we can lay it all out there, we
can really act cool, we can really act like we have it all
together; but if we aren’t allowing our life to be examined,
there’s a real question about the validity of where we’re
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walking and what we’re doing.

v. 8 For we are not able to do anything against the
truth, but only for the truth.

“We are not able to do anything against the truth, but only for
the truth.”

Maybe we find ourselves fighting against it. He says we're
fighting a losing battle.

v. 9 For we are rejoicing when we ourselves are weak
but when you are strong; for this we also are
praying, that you may be made complete.

“We are rejoicing when we ourselves are weak but when you
are strong; for this we also are praying, that you may be made
complete.”

What’s he mean by that?

We rejoice when we're strong and we're weak. This means
that when we'’re strong, we have our head together and we're
going the right direction, we're doing the right thing—we don’t
have to exercise authority. We don’t have to come on strong.
We can be weak. We can let go because we're self-
motivating—we’re heading in the right direction—so we don’t
have to interfere and come on strong like we've been talking
about earlier.
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He says, “we are rejoicing when we...are weak but when you
are strong” and “we are praying [for you].” We are praying
“that you may be made complete.”

That’s the word for “mending the nets” so we can catch fish
again. That’s the word that the surgeon would use for “setting
the bone” so it’ll get well again. That’s the word that’s used to
get the ship ready for the trip—we’re “outfitting it.”

This word has occurred several times here 1n 2 Corinthians,
that we would get into a position where we’re growing and
maturing and that the fruit of the Spirit is beginning to be
manifest in our life.

“that you may be made complete”—so that we begin to
produce fruit in our life.

v. 10 For this reason I am writing these things while
absent, in order that when present I may not have
to deal sharply in accordance with the authority
which the Lord gave me, for building up and not for
tearing down.

“For this reason I am writing these things while absent, in
order that when present I may not have to deal sharply in
accordance with the authority which the Lord gave me, for
building up and not for tearing down.”

Paul says, “I'm a disciplinarian and I've got authority and I
don’t want to use it to tear you down. I want to use it to build
22



you up.”

And we can sense that we can use authority in TWO WAYS:
1. to TEAR SOMEBODY DOWN or

2.  to BUILD SOMEBODY UP.

And he says, “I want to do 1t to build somebody up.”

Here’s a great story from Roy Rogers, Jr.:

(Growing Up with Roy & Dale by Roy Rogers, Jr. with Karen
Ann Wojahn)

One day Mom couldn’t drive us to school because she was
getting ready to make a personal appearance. When she was
dressed in her Western outfit with the fringe and her leather
boots and her cowgirl hat, she kissed us at the door and waved
us on.

Suddenly one of us got a great idea—one of us did.

“Hey, Sandy, look! The mailman’s only a couple of houses
ahead of us!”

“Yeah. So what?”

“Wouldn’t it be funny if we went along behind him and
switched everybody’s mail?”

Sandy didn’t need much persuasion because he usually
went along with whatever I suggested. He wanted so much to
belong and to fit [in] that he never really thought about the
consequences—not that I was giving them much thought,
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either.

We'd switched the mail at several houses before we heard
a car coming up behind us. The next thing I knew, the brakes
squealed. I turned around just in time to see Mom flying out of
the car.

She took her belt off and ran toward us, yelling like a
Comanche. Sandy and I started yelling and crying before she
got within 10 feet of us, and she was hollering that she was
going to whip the daylights out of us. She paddled us all the
way [down] the block, missing three swats out of four, and
made us put all the mail back where it belonged along the
way.

It must have been a sight: this cowgirl chasing two little
boys up the street with a belt; letters dropping everywhere;
the car sitting in the middle of the road with the motor
running and the door wide open. But Mom believed in swift
discipline, and it wouldn’t be the last time she laid into Sandy
and me. The two of us were about to give her a real run for her
money.

pp. 50-51
And then one other cute story:

(Growing Up with Roy & Dale by Roy Rogers, Jr. with Karen
Ann Wojahn)

On Saturday afternoons Dad took us over to his gun
range in Chatsworth, and we practiced target shooting. No
matter what we did during the day, by Saturday night we
were so wild we were almost beyond redemption. We threw
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ourselves on the floor, rolling and hollering, really tearing up
the place.

“Okay, boys. Enough’s enough!” Mom shouted one night.

We ignored her.

“Knock it off!”

We kept 1t up. Mom came close and bellowed in our ears,
“I said stop 1t!” We didn’t.

Suddenly we heard an explosion. It was the loudest bang
I’'d ever heard! Instantly Sandy and I stopped wrestling and
sat up. Sandy was shaking and his eyes were darting back and
forth. I must have looked the same. Then we saw her. Mom
was standing there like a statue, with her stage pistol pointed
to the ceiling. She was staring at us with murder in her eyes. I
don’t think we would have been surprised at all if the smoke
had come out of her nose.

“I said,” she whispered through the clenched teeth, “it’s
time to stop. Now,” and this time she shook the rafters with
her voice, “be quiet!”

This time we believed her.
pp. 112-113

Paul says, “I don’t want to do it but I might have to and I'm
going to take care of it when I get there.”

Now want to know how to put our act together with the Lord?
Verse 11 has FIVE COMMANDS and that’s a recipe for a real
revival-—among believers and unbelievers.

v. 11 Finally, brethren, be rejoicing, be mending your
ways, be comforted, be of the same mind, be living
25



in peace. And the God of love and peace shall be
with you.

“Finally, brethren,”—here it 1s.

When we get to “Finally,” isn’t that good? We know we'’re
getting close to the end. When the preacher says, “Finally,
brethren,” we know we've listened long enough. We’ve come to
the last point.

“Finally, brethren, be rejoicing, be mending your ways,”—isn’t
that great?—"be comforted, be of the same mind, be living in
peace. And the God of love and peace shall be with you.”

If there are five things we’'d want to leave with, it’s those five
things. Let’s look at those a second:

1. “be rejoicing”—the apostle says the mark of a believer is
his rejoicing.

Psalm 32:11

Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for
joy...

A. W. Tozer talks about that. He says:

I must agree with the Psalmist even in our modern day that

the joy of the Lord is still the strength of his people. I do

believe that the sad world around us is attracted to spiritual
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sunshine, the genuine thing, that is. Some churches train
their greeters and ushers to smile showing as many teeth as
possible, but I can sense that kind of display, and when I am
ogreeted by a man who i1s smiling because he has been trained
to smile, I [think] I'm shaking the flipper of a trained seal, but
when the warmth and delight and joy of the Holy Spirit are in
a congregation and the folks are just spontaneously joyful and
unable to hide the happy grin, the result is a wonderful
influence upon others.

(source unknown)

James Denney, as he wrote with regard to it, said:

(Joy in the New Testament by William Morrice)

...“there 1s not in the New Testament from beginning to end,
in the record of the original and genuine Christian life, a
single word of despondency or gloom. It 1s the most buoyant,
exhilarating, and joyful book in the world.”

p. 81

And what 1s it that causes that? It’s the presence of the Holy
Spirit in an obedient heart. He expresses it with joy
unspeakable and full of glory!

Principal Rainy put it right:

(Joy in the New Testament by William Morrice)

..."Joy 1s the flag which is flown from the castle of the heart
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when the King is in residence there.”
p. 154

He 1s the one who provides the joy. He says, “be rejoicing.”

2. “be mending your ways —isn’t that interesting? That’s
the same word as being made complete.

In other words, patch up our nets, mend our bones, get things
together as a result of the examination that’s taken place.

3. “be comforted’—in other words, change our criticisms intc
comfort. Receive what God gives rather than constantly be
criticizing everybody else.

Stephen Brown put it this way:

(Heirs with the Prince by Stephen Brown)

There are times when my only comfort is Jesus Himself, and
in those times I realize a truth from Ron Dunn: “A lot of
people say, ‘Jesus is all I need.” You will never know if Jesus is
all you need, until Jesus 1s all you've got. When Jesus is all
you've got, then you will know that Jesus is all you need.”

p. 73

That says it—the comfort that comes from being with Him.
4. “be of the same mind”—he says our goal is to think and to

feel together in a spiritual oneness as a result of what has
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been done.
5. “be living in peace.”

Isaiah 26:3

I will keep him 1n perfect peace
whose mind is stayed on thee.

C. S. Lewis said:

(Helping Those Who Don’t Want Help by Marshall Shelley)

Our Lord finds our desires, not too strong, but too weak. We

are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex

and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant
child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because
he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at

the sea. We are far too easily pleased.

p. 89

These are the things that are going to make the difference.
v. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss.
“Greet one another with a holy kiss.”

That’s to pat each other on the back and shake hands. It’s an
outward expression of love to one another.
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v. 13 All the saints are sending greetings to you.
“All the saints are sending greetings to you.”

And we’ve heard this benediction a hundred times, haven’t
we?

v. 14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with
you all.

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,”—that’s #1—“and the
love of God,”—that’s #2—“and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit,”—that’s #3—*be with you all.”

Can we ever question that Paul was a southerner?

There it 1s:

“be with you all.”

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ”—that’s SALVATION,
1sn’t 1t?

“the love of God”—was motivating that.

And we have “the fellowship of the Holy Spirit"—Who
produces all those wonderful things within us.

Now what are the lessons we got out of 1t?
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Lesson #1: Every fact shall be established by the mouth of two
or three witnesses.

When somebody comes to us with that, establish those things
1n the mouths of two or three witnesses before we let our
carnal nature run rampant over what we’ve heard about
somebody or something.

Lesson #2: Paul 1s going to confront and chasten the
Corinthians when he comes to Corinth.

He wants those things made right.

Lesson #3: The Lord Jesus Christ is living in and speaking in
the apostle Paul.

Lesson #4: We must invite Him into our lives to become
Christians.

Lesson #5: Have you ever taken time to put yourself to the
test to see if you are one of His children?

If we are, it’s going to be an exhilarating experience, so don’t
be afraid of it.

Lesson #6: We can know by personal experience that we are
His.

Paul says by the test we determine that. We can know that.
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Lesson #7: We are fighting a losing battle when we are
fighting against the truth.

Lesson #8: Love and peace should characterize God’s normal,
healthy children.

Lesson #9: Are you experiencing right now the grace of the

Lord Jesus, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit?

David Needham wrote a book called Close to His Majesty and
with this little story we close:

(Close to His Majesty by David C. Needham with Larry Libby)

Many years ago when my wife and I were first married,
we looked with surprise out of the kitchen window one day at
a blur of black and white as it zipped around the corner of our
home. In the days that followed we discovered that the “blur”
was actually a terribly frightened stray dog. In time she would
dare to drink our water and eat our food—but never when we
were around. The moment she caught a glance of us at the
door she would run away as though she knew she didn’t
belong. Certainly she was in no way worthy of us. How could
she trust our invitations to come closer?

Gradually her fears subsided, and instead of running she
would simply sit a ways off and cock her little head. She so
much wanted to belong—to be close. But could she, would she,
[would she] trust our gentle words? No, they were too good to
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be true. To think that anyone would consider her to be of
value—that someone would truly desire her!

Finally, one day her rigid pose and cocked [little] head
changed in an instant into that familiar black and white blur
of speed we had so often seen before. But this time i1t ended in
one huge leap right into our arms. She belonged! She was safe;

In the months that followed, [we named her “Hurry”]
little “Hurry” entered into all the rights and privileges
befitting a member of our family. Closeness would be hers the
rest of her life. She had taken us at our word.

p. 75

That’s all God 1s asking. Will we take Him at His word?

Father, we thank You for these messages. Please use Your
Word to strengthen, to edify, to convict, to exhort, to
encourage, and to edify that it might accomplish that which
You place in each heart and prosper to the place where You
have sent it. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

33



A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS:
Turning Tough Times into Triumph
“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage”

Study Number Twenty-Four — 2 Corinthians 13:1-14

NOTES

v. 1 This is the third time I am coming to you. Every fact shall be
established by the mouth of two or three witnesses.

v. 2 I have said previously when present the second time and
though now being absent I am saying beforehand to those who
have sinned in the past and to all the rest, that if I come again, I
will not spare anyone,

v. 3 since you are seeking a proof of the Christ who is speaking in
me, He who is not weak toward you but powerful in you.

v. 4 For indeed He was crucified because of weakness, yet He is
living because of the power of God. For we also are weak in Him,
yet we shall live with Him because of the power of God directed
toward you.

v. 5 Be putting yourselves to the test to see if you are in the faith;
be examining yourselves! Or are you not recognizing this about
yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you—unless indeed you are
failing the test?

v. 6 But I am hoping that you will realize that we ourselves are not
failing the test.

v. 7 Now we are praying to God that you do no wrong, not that we
ourselves may appear approved, but in order that you may be
doing what is right, even though we should appear unapproved.
v. 8 For we are not able to do anything against the truth, but only
for the truth.

v. 9 For we are rejoicing when we ourselves are weak but when
you are strong; for this we also are praying, that you may be made
complete.

v. 10 For this reason I am writing these things while absent, in
order that when present I may not have to deal sharply in
accordance with the authority which the Lord gave me, for
building up and not for tearing down.
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NOTES

v. 11 Finally, brethren, be rejoicing, be mending your ways, be
comforted, be of the same mind, be living in peace. And the God of
love and peace shall be with you.

v. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss.

v. 13 All the saints are sending greetings to you.

v. 14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 2 Corinthians 13:1-14 and in your own words pull out
the main thought of this passage.

2. How will Paul get at the facts when he arrives in Corinth,
according to verse 17

3. Who does Paul single out in verse 2?

35



4. How does Paul identify with the crucifixion and
resurrection of Christ in verse 4?

5. What are the Corinthians told to do 1n verse 5?

6. What 1s Paul praying for in verse 77

7. What 1s Paul’s relationship to the truth, according to
verse 8?

8. What does Paul challenge the Corinthians to do in verses 11
& 127
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9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: Every fact shall be established by the mouth of
two or three witnesses.

LESSON #2: Paul 1s going to confront and chasten the
Corinthians when he comes to Corinth.

LESSON #3: The Lord Jesus Christ is living in and speaking
in the apostle Paul.

LESSON #4: We must invite Him into our lives to become
Christians.
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LESSON #5: Have you ever taken time to put yourself to the
test and to examine yourself to see if you are one of His

children?

LESSON #6: We can know by personal experience that we are
His.

LESSON #7: We are fighting a losing battle when we are
fighting against the truth.

LESSON #8: Love and peace should characterize God’s
normal, healthy children.

LESSON #9: Are you experiencing right now the grace of the

Lord Jesus, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy:
Spirit?
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